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A HISTORY OF THE OLD PARISH OF 
BIDSTON, CHESHIRE.

By John Brownbill, M.A. 

(Continued)

CHAPTER VI.

THE CLERGY AND THE CHARITIES.

A CHURCH was probably built at Bidston, when the land 
was granted to the first Hamon de Mascy, and it appears 
to have been, granted, with Backford church, to the 
priory of Birkenheacl at its foundation. It is a pecu 
liarity that there is no glebe in the township of Bidston 
belonging to it, 1 and the reason may be that in founding 
and endowing the priory the Mascys intended that the 
monks should have entire charge of it, so that there the 
glebe was merged in the monastic estate. No vicarage 
was ever created, and there seems to have been no house 
for a resident priest. The monks had the tithes, and in 
1291 the value of the church of Bedeston was £5 6s. 8d. 2

The old building having entirely disappeared, we must 
be content with the statement that it contained frag 
ments of Early English style ; there should have been 
traces of an even earlier church.

The mediaeval history is a blank ; there is mention of 
the marriage of William Pulle and Isabel Boteler at the 
" parish kirk of Bidstone " in 1436. 3 The Valor Eccle- 
siasticus of 1534 gives a profit of 6s. 8d. from the glebe ; 
tithes of corn £7, Easter roll 405., small tithes 235., lambs

1 There is $ ac. in Claughton.
2 Tax. P. Nich., 248.
3 Child Alarriages (E.E. Text Soc.), p. Ixxxvii. This reference is due to 

Mr. F. C. Beazley.
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and wool IDS. in all, £10 igs. Sd. 1 The Ministers' 
Accounts of 1548 give a slightly greater value to the 
" parsonage " of Bidston, viz. ^13 6s. 8^., and show that 
the monks had paid " to the priest singing at Bidston " 
a salary of £g a year. 2 This is the only indication yet 
met with as to the service of the church down to 1536, 
when the priory was suppressed. After this, in 1542 it 
is recorded that Sir Arthur Swifte was incumbent of the 
church of Bidston, being paid by Mr. Ralph Worsley,3 
the purchaser of the priory site bu-t not of the rectory 
of Bidston. According to the inventory taken in Feb 
ruary 1548-9, there were at Bidston three bells and a 
chalice. 4

The rectory, i.e. the tithes and other ecclesiastical 
revenues, apart from lands, was given by Henry VIII 
to the newly founded bishopric of Chester, 5 August 
1541. 5 The bishop then became personally responsible 
for the maintenance of worship and supervision in the 
parish, and in practice the tithes and other dues were 
farmed out to some responsible layman, who paid the 
bishop the rent agreed upon, and also a yearly stipend, 
fixed in the lease, to the curate in charge. This curate, 
though nominated by the lessee, was a perpetual curate, 
holding for life or until he resigned or was deprived by 
a legal sentence after trial. It is possible that this was 
a continuation of the mediaeval system.

On 21 March 1545/6 John (Bird), bishop of Chester, 
gave a lease of the parsonage to Edward Plankney of 
Chester for 80 years, at a rent of ^13 6s. 8d. yearly, half 
of this being paid to the curate. 6 The glebe may have 
been the tenement held in 1536 by Hugh Smyth at a

1 Valor Eccl., v, 212.
  Dugclale, Man., iv, 242.
3 W. F. Irvine, Clergy List (Rec. Soc. Lanes, and dies., xxxiii), 4. "Sir ' 

was the old equivalent of the modern " Rev."
4 Exchequer 117/1/46 (P.R.O.).
6 Ormerod, i, 96.
6 Mr. Irvine's note from Bridgeman's Register (Chester Reg.), p. 108.
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rent of 135. 4<f. 1 . If so, it came into the hands of the 
Crown and was sold with other priory lands in 1565. 2 
In 1563 the new bishop (William Downham) tried to 
break the Plankney lease by a plea in the Chester Court,3 
but the action docs not seem to have succeeded. In 1619 
Bishop Bridgeman demised the rectory on a lease for 
three lives to Edward Glegg of Gayton, for a rent of 
£20 in all, 4 and this lease was in force in the Common 
wealth time, and appears to have been renewed to the 
Gleggs from time to time. The difference between the 
lessee's rent and the value of the benefice is well shown 
by the survey made in 1647 on behalf of the Common 1- 
wealth authorities :

We find that the parsonage of Bedston with all profits and 
emoluments did belong to the late bishop of Chester in right 
of the said bishopric, and was demised to Edward Glegg of 
Gayton, esq., for the term of three lives his son and heir William 
(now aged about 58), Edward another son (52) and Edward son 
and heir of the said William (30) ; yielding to the bishop and 
his successors £13 6s. 8d. a year, and also £6 135. 4^. towards 
the maintenance of the minister of that parish. The parsonage 
was worth in the year 1641, £100 a year. 6

William Glegg was the lessee at the time, his father 
Edward having died in 1623. He was in trouble in 1649, 
but apparently on false evidence and cleared himself. 
The charge was that he was a commissioner of array 
when Prince Rupert was in Cheshire, and signed a warrant 
for the country people to meet and defend Wirral against 
the Parliament ; that he had received and still kept 
books plundered from Gabriel Boardman, minister of 
Bidston ; that when called on to pay his share for the 
repair of the church windows of Bidston, he threatened

1 Wirral N. &  Q., ii, 43.
2 See Moreton.
3 Chester Plea R., 277, in. 16.
4 Bridgcman's Register (Mr. Irvine's note).
5 Commonw. Cfi. Survey (Rec. Soc. Lanes, and dies.), 215.
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to lay some of the parish by the heels in Chester Castle 
for pulling down pictures from the church windows 
according to the Parliament order; that he caused 
Boardman to be imprisoned for refusing the oath, so that 
he might be able to put his son into Bidston parish ; and 
that he went so far as to offer 405. to some soldiers at 
Birkett to kill Boardman. William Glegg defended him 
self at length and the Parliamentary Committee accepted 
his plea, finding that he had several times been imprisoned 
and plundered by the Royalists, and had been released 
at last by Sir William Brereton, being exchanged for Sir 
Nicholas Byron. He had had three sons in the service 
of the Parliament, of whom two were in Ireland and one 
had been slain there. He had never been a commissioner 
of array. Some private malice was therefore suspected, 
and his estate, which had been seized, was restored to 
him on 7 August 1650. J

From Gastrell's Notitia it appears that in 1619 there 
was a proposal that the lessee of 1619 should give ^10 
a year to the curate until by subscriptions or a levy of 
some kind the salary should be increased to £20 a year. 
In return the curate was to teach school as well as officiate 
in church. The proposal was not carried through, and 
in subsequent leases the lessee agreed to pay £20 a year 
to the curate. 2 After the Restoration, when the various 
grants made to the ministers of Bidston ceased auto 
matically, the parishioners again tried to organize a 
voluntary levy to augment the ministers' salary, but it 
appears to have broken down upon trial. 3 The Notitia 
was compiled 1717-20. At that time the curate (or in 
cumbent) received £21 a year, viz. the £20 from the lessee 
augmented by surplice fees which averaged £i a year. 
The churchwardens were appointed, one by Bidston and

1 Cal. Com. For Advance of Money, ii, mS.
2 Gastrell's Notitia (Chct. Soc.), i, 154.
3 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S. ; i, 36 ; a list of the contributors (c. 1665) is printed.
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Claughton and the other by Moreton and Saughall. 
Birkenhead was regarded as extra-parochial. In 1761 an 
augmentation of the curate's stipend was obtained from 
Queen Anne's Bounty, James Collinson of Lancaster, one 
of the surviving executors of Dr. William Stratford, giving 
^200 to the Governors of the Bounty for the purpose ; 
,£150 of it was derived from Stratford's personal estate, 
which he had bequeathed for charitable uses. 1 The 
augmentation is thus fully described on a slate tablet on 
the north wall of the vestry :

A.D. 1761
This C. of BIDSTON cum FORD was augrn 11 L 
And A.D. 1763 Lands purch'1 with 400

Whereof Given by
QN ANNE'S Bounty 200 
By Exec" of WM STRATFORD LL.D 150 
By other Benefra 50

William Glegge was patron (as lessee) in 1742, and 
Benjamin Keene in 1799, and his son the Rev. C. E. 
Ruck-Keene later. About 1880 the tithes were settled 
on the incumbent, who then styled himself rector, and 
the patronage reverted to the bishop of Chester. The 
following abstract of an advertisement of the sale of the 
lease of the rectory in 1799 will be of interest :

To be sold by auction at the house of Daniel Dale, the King's 
Arms, Water Street, Liverpool, on Saturday 20 July 1799 between 
5 and 7 p.m.

The Rectory is held by lease under the see of Chester by the 
Trustees of Benjamin Keene, esq., 2 for three lives. It consists

1 Close R., 6085 (i Geo. Ill, pt. 10), no. 7.
- The lessee was eldest son of Edmund Keene, bishop of Chester 1752-71, 

and then of Ely till his death in 1781. Benjamin Keene was of Swyncombe, 
Oxon, in right of his wife Mary Ruck, and of Westoc, Cambs. He died at 
Westoe 21 Nov. 1838, aged 84. His eldest son. having died in 1828, he was 
succeeded by a younger son, Charles Edmund Ruck-Keene, of Christchurch, 
Oxford, Rector of Buckland, Surrey, 1821, and prebendary of Wivcliscombc, 
1827 ; he died 18 Dec. 1880.



6 A History of the Old Parish of Bidston, Cheshire.

of all the great and small tithes of the parish and the right of 
nominating a curate to the perpetual curacy of Bidston worth 
upwards of ^50 a year ; the present incumbent aged 46 years. 

The Rectory produced upon an average of the last five years 
£394 out of which the annual outgoings are :

i s. d.
Reserved rent and synodals to the Lessor .716 
Stipend to the Curate reserved by the lease . 20 o o 
Voluntary payment by the Lessee to the Curate in 

consideration of performing divine service twice 
every Sunday, which is intended to be charged 
on the Rectory . . . . . . .1000

Land Tax . . . . . . . 13 4 6
Poor, Constable, County and Highway Leys, and

Composition for Highway Duty . . . 36 15 4 
Repairing the Chancel and providing bread and 

wine for the Holy Sacrament, at Easter, upon an 
average of five years . . . . .390

Leases under the See of Chester have always been renewed 
upon very reasonable terms.

In 1864 the townships of Moreton and Saughall Massie 
were formed into an independent parish, and in 1876 the 
greater part of Claughton was similarly made independent. 
As Birkenhead had been considered " extraparochial " 
from its monastic days, the only parts of the original 
parish still remaining to the old parish church are the 
township of Bidston and a small part of Claughton. In 
August 1870 the tithe rent charges due from Bidston and 
Claughton were granted by the Ecclesiastical Commis 
sioners to the incumbent, and he has since been 
styled rector. The rent charge in lieu of tithes 
amounted to £221 I2S. in Bidston and to £24 8s. gd. in 
Claughton. 1

According to Crockford the present income of the 
rectory is £436, with a house.

The tithe barn in Bidston was on the north side of the 
church.

1 London Gazette, 26 Aug. 1870.
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CURATES AND RECTORS.

Practically nothing can be added to the list of the 
incumbents given by Mr. W. F. Irvinc in his appendix 
to the early Registers of Bidston and in Wirral Notes and- 
Queries II, which he abundantly illustrated by wills, etc.

1542. ARTHUR SWIFT, mentioned above as paid by 
Ralph Worsley. He occurs as " chaplain " in the 
will of Thomas Molyneux, rector of Wallasey, in 
1549 ; l and in that of Robert Wiggan of Hilbre, 
clerk in 1550. 2 He was still " curate " of Bidston 
in 1554. 3 In this last year we have the first record 
of the churchwardens of Bidston John Bennet and 
George Sherlacer (Shirlock) ; the other names in the 
Visitation list are probably the sidesmen Richard 
Deane and John Beling (Billinge). Swift was a 
creditor of John Glegg of Grange in 1556. 4 In some 
depositions taken in 1556 (Duchy of Lancaster 
Depositions, Ph. and M. LXXX, S. 3) Arthur Swift, 
clerk, gives evidence on behalf of las brother, Philip 
Swift, of London, gentleman, who was claimant on 
their father's lands in Sefton, Ormskirk and Skelms- 
dale. He is described as " Chaplain to Lord Strange " 
and he gives his age as 54, and deposes that he 
remembered their father, John Swift, but did not 
remember their grandfather, also called John Swift.

1563. ROBERT URMSTON, no doubt a member of the local 
family of Urmston of Moreton, West Kirby and 
Wallasey, first appears in the Bishop's Visitation of 
1563. He is mentioned as " my Curate " in the will 
of David Wynne of Bidston, who was possibly Lay 
Rector and who gave ten shillings to the building of 
the Church at Bidston. 5 Urmston seems to have 
officiated at Bidston from 1581 to 1588, but perhaps

1 Wirral N. &  Q., ii, 12. 2 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., iv. 3. 
3 Wirral N. & Q., ii, 59. * Ibid., note. 

5 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., v. 6.
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afterwards settled in Wallasey, where he died in 
I6O4- 1

1589 ? JOHN MARTIN, till his death in 1610. Mr. Irvine 
found him at Bidston as early as 1579. In 1598 he 
was presented to the bishop for having been absent 
on two holy days and for loving to keep company in 
alehouses ; but he explained that he had been absent 
only two days in seven years and did not use ale 
houses " inconveniently." There had been but one 
sermon in the last three years. 2 In 1605 the curate 
had no " cloak with sleeves," and there were no 
monthly sermons. 3 By his will he desired to be 
buried in the chancel of Bidston, " at the north end 
of the table, where I was wont to read the Command 
ments." He mentions his wife Alice and daughter 
Margaret, wife of Christopher Shinglington. 4

1610. EVAN PIERS. He remained curate till his death 
in April 1625. The inventory of his goods amounted 
to 325. 6d. and this included los. for " all his books." 5

1625-1632. Oy. vacancy.

During this period three clergy appear to have officiated 
at Bidston. In 1627 and in December 1629 there is 
mention of the Rev.   Gregory, " Curate of Bidston." 
On the latter date a marriage licence was issued in Chester 
addressed to Mr. Gregory, Curate of Bidston. There are 
also references which suggest that either or both the 
Rev. Robert Malpas and the Rev. Richard Runcorne were 
carrying out the duties in Bidston Church about this date.

1632. GABRIEL BOARDMAN. Of Trinity College, Cam 
bridge, B.A. 1625 ; incorporated at Oxford, St. Mary's 
Hall, M.A. 1630. According to Venn (Alumni Cantab.) 
Boardman was a Curate at Birkenhead Chapel in

1 Irvine, op. cit. 
3 Ibid., r, 5 .

"- Wirral N. & Q., ii, 82. 
1 Ibid., i, 12.

'Ibid., 41.
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1632. In this year he returns the transcript for the 
Bidston Parish Register to the bishop at Chester and 
signs as " Gabriel Bordman, Curate." He also signs 
the transcripts in 1636 and in 1639. He must, how 
ever, have been carrying out other duties as he also 
signs the transcript of Thurstaston Register as 
" Rector " in 1633, though by what right he did this 
is not apparent since in this year litigation was going 
on as to the rightful rector. 1 In August 1647 he was 
removed by the Parliamentary Commissioners as 
being " a common frequenter of alehouses and often 
times drunk, and a singer of lewd and idle songs." 
Some " godly, orthodox divine" was to be ap 
pointed. 2 He was still living in 1649.

The Commonwealth period was a favourable time for 
ministers ; the sequestrations of Royalist tithe-owners 
and the estates of the suppressed bishops and chapters 
were freely utilized for the payment of the incumbents 
of poorly endowed parish churches and the chapels of 
ease, which in many cases had no endowment at all. In 
1655 an additional stipend of £20 a year was granted to 
the curate of Bidston. 3 A further £20 was voted in 1658, 
when Bidston was erroneously described as a " market 
town," perhaps in error for the adjacent Upton. 4

1661. RICHARD WEIGHT, according to Urwick's Non 
conformity in Cheshire (p. 69), was ejected in 1662, 
but afterwards conformed. It appears that he was 
a member of the family of Wright of Nantwich ; 
educated at Brasenose College, Oxford, B.A. 1660, 
etc. ; ordained deacon 8 January 1662/3 ; curate 
of Bidston 1662-8 ; ordained priest August 1669 ; 
instituted to Holy Trinity Church, Chester, 1669 ;

1 WirralN. &Q.,ii, 74.
2 Plund. Mins. Accts. (Rec. Soc. Lanes, and Chcs.), i, 178, 185.
3 Ibid., ii, 88, 210. 4 Ibid., ii, 265, 313.
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St. Mary-on-thc-Hill, Chester, 1673 ; and Malpas, 
1683 ; canon of Chester, 1677. He died in May 
1711. 1 According to this, his period of noncon 
formity could only be 1661-2.

1669. HUGH BURCHES, B.A., 2 son of George Burches, 
rector of Woodchurch; ordained deacon 1669 ; 
curate of Overchurch, 1670 onwards and rector of 
Woodchurch, 1673-1704. Married Mary Oldfield, 
had a son George.

1673. JOHN KNOWLES, B.A., is mentioned in the Bishop's 
Visitation Book for 1674, where it is stated that he 
was ordained Deacon by William (Nicholson), Bishop 
of Gloucester, on 27 February 1669 and Priest by 
Benjamin (Laney), Bishop of Ely, on 19 March 1670, 
and had been presented to Bidston by John (Pearson), 
Bishop of Chester, and instituted 18 July 1673.

1675. JOHN EATON, B.A. According to Venn (Alumni 
Cantab.) John Eaton was admitted pensioner at St. 
Catherine's, Cambridge, 1666, B.A. 1670-1. Signs 
for Deacon's Orders (London) 13 March 1673-4, 
Curate of Dagenham, Essex. Received Priest's 
Orders from John (Pearson), Bishop of Chester, 
19 September 1675 and inducted to Bidston on the 
same day. He married at Prescot, 2 January 
1676/7, Elizabeth Potter, daughter of Gerard Potter 
of Whiston. 3 William, son of John Eaton of Claugh- 
ton, clerk, was baptized at Bidston on 2 January 
1681/2, and buried two days later. Others of his 
children appear in the registers. It is interesting to 
note that he lived in Claughton. The modern 
vicarage is in the same township. He himself was 
buried at Bidston, 15 July 1696. Mr. Irvine prints

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., i, 74 ; ii, 35.
1 In 1671 Burches waa reprimanded for not appearing at the Visitation, 

but later he came and exhibited his letters of orders, etc., and was discharged ; 
Trans. Hist. Soc., Ixiv, 58.

3 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., vii, 77.
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the inventory of his goods, including, " In his study 
in books and other goods, £10."

1696. WILLIAM WILLIAMS signs Parish Register as 
" Minister," 1696.

1698. JOHN BARKER, B.A., Curate of Thornton-lc- 
Moors, 1690. He was ordained Priest by Nicholas 
(Stratford), Bishop of Chester, 21 December 1690, 
and was licensed to serve the cure of Bidston by the 
same bishop on 4 May 1698. He married in 1697 
Mary, daughter of the Rev. Hugh Burches, Rector of 
Woodchurch, and had three sons, John, William and 
George, and a daughter, Mary. He also acted as 
schoolmaster at Bidston. 1 Induced by " inability 
by reason of old age and great weakness of body," 
he resigned the curacy in May 1730. He was buried 
at Bidston 7 February 1735/6.

1730. RICHARD JEBB, master of the Grammar School 
at Great Caldy, 1727. The churchwardens of West 
Kirby and the trustees of the school had been un 
willing to accept him as master, but by a trick he 
obtained from them a testimonial of good character, 
showed it to the Bishop of Chester and was thereupon 
licensed to the mastership. Later the trustees com 
plained that he lived at Greasby and did not teach 
himself but appointed a deputy who did not know 
Latin. They further complained that he neglected 
his duties and was immoderately fond of the diversion 
of hunting. According to Venn (Alumni Cantab.) 
Richard Jebb was admitted sizar, aged 22, at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, 7 April 1724, as son of Richard 
Jebb, of Salop. He had been at school at Wem 
under Mr. Edwards. He was ordained Deacon by 
the Bishop of Chester on 24 May 1730, and Priest on 
24 December 1732. Among the Episcopal Records 
at Chester there is a letter signed by Grace Glegg and

1 Chesh. Sheaf, y& S., vi. 74.
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Mary Purcell addressed to the Bishop of Chester as 
follows : " This is to certify that we approve of 
Mr. Jebb to be our Curate at Bidston and will allow 
him yearly the sum of £20. 28th January 1729-30." 
Jebb was not ousted from Caldy School till 1739, 
and then had compensation allowed him. He 
appears to have left Bidston about the same time. 1 
He had married at Upton in 1730 Ann Dean of West 
Kirby parish. What further became of him is not 
known.

1742. EDWARD MOORE, said to be of Trinity Hall, 
Camb., LL.B. 1728. He was resident in the parish 
as early as 1740, as appears from the baptism of a 
son George. According to Venn, he was of Retford, 
Notts., son of John Moore, born 6 October 1702, 
at school at Merchant Taylors'. Vicar of Over, 
County Chester (1753) ; died there 1755. It is said 
that his death was due to a bell falling on him.

I743- J- LATHAM.
1743. FRANCIS ELLISON. " The Rev. Francis Ellison of 

Bidston " appears in the Prescot Parish Register as 
marrying Mrs. Abigail Leafe of Prescot ; by licence, 
12 April 1744.

1744. May. EDWARD PARR, of Brasenose Coll., Oxon, 
B.A. Son of Thomas Parr of Rainhill. William 
Glegg, on presenting him to the bishop, said he 'had 
made Mr. Parr " promise to leave the place if he 
marries." From the Warrington Parish Register it 
appears that Edward Parr of Bidston, clerk, married 
on 31 July 1745, Alice Rigby, of Sutton, in Warring- 
ton Parish, spinster, by licence. In the will of John 
Rigby of Parr, Co. Lanes., gentleman, (elsewhere 
called "of Sutton Hall"), dated 9 April 1755, he 
leaves property to his daughter Alice, now wife of 
Edward Par of Billinge, Clerk. Proved Chester 1761.

1 Irvine, op. cit.
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1746. JOHN CROOKHALL ; rector of Woodchurch, 1747- 
1792.

1747. JOHN HODSON ; probably the younger son of 
John Hodson, rector of Thurstaston ; of St. John's 
Coll., Camb., but did not graduate; ordained 
Deacon 1728 ; assistant curate of Thurstaston, 
etc. 1

1748. ROBERT WASHINGTON ; also curate of Birkenhead 
chapel. On 13 June 1749 a marriage licence was 
issued to the Rev. Mr. Robert Washington of Bidston 
to marry Rebecca Warburton of Bebington at Walton 
Parish Church.

1749. WILLIAM HUGHES, previously curate of Ship- 
bourne, Kent.

1774. BRYAN KING was presented to Bidston by Richard 
Blyth, lessee of the Rectory, 31 July 1775. He was 
ordained Deacon by William, Bishop of Chester, 
31 July 1774, and Priest by the same, 30 July 1775. 
Rector of Woodchurch 1792-1821. 2

1793. WILLIAM SHEWELL, curate of Woodchurch, n 
July 1775. Son of John Shewell, born 22 April 
1752. Buried at Bidston, M.I. (seen by Owen) 
records his death, August 1793, as " of L'pool 
Curate," called A. B.

1819. JOSEPH GATE. Died 4 July 1851 ; M.I.
1851. CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER GRAHAM, B.A., Trin. 

Coll., Dublin. At the time of his appointment the 
net income of the curacy was said to be ^98 ; but 
it rose quickly to about £160. Soon afterwards 
the tithes were secured for the incumbent, and Mr. 
Graham was styled rector. M.I.

1881. JOHN FINDLAY BUCKLER, M.A., St. John's Coll., 
Camb. Diocesan Inspector of Schools 1875-81. He

1 F. C. Beazley, Thurstaston, 140.
* See "The Rectors of Woodchurch," by J. P. Rylands, Genealogist, N.S., 

xxxv, xxxvi.
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died at Las Palmas, 4 December 1902, aged 56, and 
was buried there. M.J.

1903. THOMAS MATHER STANDRING, M.A., St. John's 
Coll., Camb. Previously vicar of Tilstone Fearnall, 
1901-3 ; temp. Chap, to the Forces, 1915-19.

The bishop's visitations give some information as to 
the condition of the parish from time to time. In 1598 
Robert Riding was presented for not communicating at 
Easter, but it appeared that he received at Liverpool, 
and was discharged with a warning " to receive the com 
munion orderly in his own parish church." Arthur 
Keirie and Thomas Yonge had been playing bowls upon 
the Sabbath day ; they pleaded that " they never did 
bowl but once, and then not at prayer [time]," and were 
excused. The " white witch " was known in the parish, 
for Margery Hare did " use to bless things " ; but it 
being reported that she was " an honest poor woman," 
she was merely ordered to " bless no more any cattle." 
Several were presented for fornication, but in one case 
the man said he had since married the woman and 
" liveth with her in the fear of God." He was ordered 
to pay 2s. to the poor man's box in Bidston Church for 
the use of the poor. 1

In 1605 Gilbert Urmston and Edward Pemberton were 
presented for refusing to receive the communion at 
Easter, and were ordered to do so at the coming Easter. 2

In 1665 John Rathborie, William Bennett, William 
Kempe and Richard Harrison were presented for not 
having paid their Easter dues ; and Robert Wilson, 
William Lea, Richard Harrison and Richard Pemberton 
for absenting themselves from divine service. Wilson 
appeared and was warned to attend. 3 He later appears 
as a Nonconformist.

In 1670 " all well " was reported ; but in 1671 Jane
1 \Virml N. & Q., ii, 8^. 2 Ibid., 65. 

3 Trails. Hist. Soc., Ixiv, 50.
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Pemberton of Morcton was presented as a " Popish 
recusant," and William and Thomas Lay (or Lea) and 
John Pemberton as absenting themselves from church. 
Of these Thomas Lay kept a school at Moreton without 
the bishop's licence. 1 In 1677 those refusing to attend 
church were William Lea, Thomas Lea of Saughall Massie, 
Thomas Lea of Moreton and Ellen Lea; also Henry 
Newport and Hester his wife, Thomas Newport and Ellen 
his wife. 2

Bishop Gastrell in 1717 found that there were 65 
families in the parish (76 in 1721) ; there were no 
" papists " but 17 families of Presbyterian dissenters. 8 
In 1767 there were 9 " papists " in the parish. 4

The Protestant Nonconformists, though strong, had 
no regular meeting place in Bidston, but there was 
one at Upton, which continued some time. 5 During the 
brief Indulgence in the time of Charles II, however, the 
house of Robert Wilson at Bidston was licensed as a 
congregational meeting-house. 6 In 1683 and 1685 Robert 
Wilson of Bidston Hall was regarded as a person dan 
gerous to the government. 7 He died in 1698. Later, 
Nonconformity appears to have died out.

CHARITIES.

The school house was, according to Bishop Gastrell, 
erected at the charge of the parish upon a site given by 
Lord Strange, who was therefore allowed to nominate the 
master. There was, however, a school of some kind at 
work in 1603, when William Fells gave £5 to increase the

. * Trans. Hist. Soc., Ixiv, 54, 58. 2 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., i, 113. 
3 Notitiu Ccstr., i, 154. * Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., v, 4.
5 \V. Urwick, Nonconf. in Cheshire, 88. Thomas Lea was the Minister in 

1691, perhaps the one mentioned in the text.
6 Cat. S. P. Dom., 1672, p. 680.
1 Hist. HISS. Com. Rep., x (iv), 363 ; Chester Crown Bks. (P.R.O.), 5, 

i. 27od.
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stock or endowment. 1 The people, in course of time, 
contributed £200 for an endowment, but £45 of this had 
been lost by 1717 ; the interest on the balance was the 
sole income of the master. Robert Vyner of Middlesex 
was then the patron of the school. By 1722 it was found 
that only £80 of the original endowment was existing. 2

The schoolmaster William Fletcher is mentioned in the 
will of John Martin, curate, i6io. 3 The parish registers 
mention Matthew Barton, schoolmaster of Bidston, in 
1696; Richard Longworth, the schoolmaster, and 
Elizabeth his wife in 1720 ; William Wathew, school 
master, was buried in 1741, and Ellen Wathew, widow, 
a year later.

The old school house, with the date 1636, is still stand 
ing at the northern end of School Lane, but is used as 
a dwelling.

The Charity Report of 1837 (p. 467) says that a field 
in Upton had formerly belonged to the school, but had 
been sold for £300 in 1816 or 1817 ; this sum was the sole 
endowment. The master was then Joseph Dickinson, 
unable to attend to his duties, being 80 years of age ; 
he employed a deputy, a young man, who taught about 
twenty children. There were some fees ; the children of 
farmers paid 6s. a year and those of labourers zs. At 
one time there had been seventy scholars attending, and 
the trustees desired to restore it to efficiency. These 
trustees, a committee chosen in vestry by the minister, 
churchwardens and parishioners, usually consisted of the 
incumbent and a few of the principal landowners. 4

The present school, at the west end of the village, on 
the way to Moretqn, was built as a National School 
during the nineteenth century.

As to the other charities, the report of 1837 says that
1 Irvine, Bidston Kegs., 15. * Gastrell's Notitia (diet. Soc.), i, 154.

3 Irvine, op. cit., App.
4 The schoolmaster referred to was probably Joseph Dickman, who died 

about the time, being 80 years old.
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Thomas Cleave by his will of July 1646, gave ^50 for 
the parishioners of Bidston, 1 which was employed in the 
purchase of a yearly rent-charge of 565. a year from a 
tenement in Saughall Massie and closes of land called 
Much Hey, Garden Hey, Meadow Hay and Mauld Croft. 
The rent-charge was vested in trustees, and in 1834 John 
Peacock, the then surviving trustee, executed a new deed. 
The owner of the land was Thomas Daulby ; the rent 
was paid every 5th of November to the churchwardens, 
and a distribution of bread was made every other Sunday. 

There was also a stock called the Poor's Money, con 
tributed, according to a board in the church, by the 
following :

£ 5. d.
Robert Robinson, 1652 
Robert Wilson, 1708 
Martha Wilson 
    Pemberton 
Robert Harrison, 1782 
Unknown

10
5
5

11
5

o o
o o
o o
o o
o o
o o

£45
This sum had been placed in the hands of Robert 

Vyner, Esq., who gave a bond for it, and paid 5 per cent. 
interest. The minister and churchwardens distributed 
this money, together with the Sacrament money, on 
Christmas Day.

Part of the " unknown " aggregate of fy may be due 
to other gifts mentioned by Gastrell: Three persons 
unknown left £3 to be spent in bread and drink on persons 
that should walk the parish bounds. William Irby of 
Moreton, tanner, who was buried 5 April 1618, left 
fy i6s. 4^. (due to him) to be lent at interest, the return 
to be given to the blind, lame and impotent of the parish

1 He was benefactor to many parishes in Wirral, see Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S.' 
vii, 61 el seq.
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of Bidston on Good Friday yearly in the Churchyard. 
The inventory shows that about £170 was due to him in 
all. Mr. Irvine says : " This bequest was in existence 
in 1710, as there is a note in the register book relating 
to the appointment of overseers to distribute the interest ; 
in the official returns of charities, however, made in 
1787-8, it is not mentioned, so it was probably lost 
between these dates. 1 

The following are the memoranda in the registers:

1701. £10 left to Bidston by William Erbio of Moreton ; now 
in the hands of T. Cooke (£5), Richard Gill (£2 jos.) and 
John Rathbonc (£2 ios.). To be distributed yearly on Good 
Friday. Overseers appointed 29 May 1701.

1702. Above T. Cooke paid the £5 to Richard Gill of Moreton.
1710. The £11 above mentioned was paid into the hands of 

the churchwardens and overseers 7 April 1710.
1708/9, 3 March. Thomas Wilson, churchwarden, has received 

from Matthew and Daniel Wilson £5 in full for a legacy 
from their father Robert Wilson to the parish. Interest to 
be disposed of by the churchwardens 3 March every year.

In 1717 the overseers of the Poor Stock numbered 9.

1 W. F. Irvine, Bidston Kegs., 25.



CHAPTER VII.

THE CHURCH.

By F. H. Cheethain, F.S.A.

I. HISTORY OF THE FABRIC.

THE church of St. Oswald 1 stands on high ground in 
the middle of the village, on the north side of the main 
road, where it is joined by School Lane. The building 
consists of chancel, nave, north and south aisles, north 
vestry, south porch, and embattled west tower, but only 
the tower is ancient, the rest of the structure having 
been pulled down and rebuilt in 1855-6. The tower, 
from heraldic evidence, does not seem to be earlier than 
about 1520, and no architectural evidence older than this 
has survived, a clean sweep having apparently been 
made in 1855 of any moulded or shaped stones then 
remaining.

Ormerod, writing about 1816, described the building 
very briefly as follows :

In the lowest part of the town stands the Parish Church, 
which consists of a nave and chancel, with tower and side aisles, 
and is an antient respectable fabric. Over the western door are 
the Derby cognizances. 2

Nothing is said by Ormerod as to how the nave and 
chancel were separated from the aisles, but Sir Stephen 
Glynne's description of the building, written sometime 
before 1855, 3 is more explicit.

The church (he says) consists of three low equal aisles and a 
western tower, which is of very good stone, of late rectilinear

1 The dedication is modern : see infra, p. 34.
2 Geo. Ormerod, Hist, of Cheshire (iSiy), ii, 260.
3 The date of the visit is not stated.
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character, with a battlement and broken pinnacles. The belfry 
window(s) of three lights ; the west window has an ogee head, 
and over the west door is a band of panelling with shields charged 
with armorial bearings. The work is generally coarse. The 
windows are mostly square-headed, but those at the east end 
pointed. The nave has on each side three low pointed arches, 
the piers on the south circular ; 011 the north, one circular, one 
octagonal. In the chancel arc no arches, but the roof is sup 
ported by modern pillars of wood. On the north of the chancel 
is a modern vestry of stone. 1

The late Mr. E. W. Cox, who was about thirty years 
of age 2 at the time of the rebuilding of the church, in 
later years wrote that the nave was " very fine Early 
English with round pillars and moulded capitals," both 
arcades being of this period, but the outer walls were 
later. 3 Assuming this to be correct, and from Ormerod's 
and Glynne's descriptions, it would appear that an aisled 
church with a nave of three bays stood on the site in the 
thirteenth century, the arcades of which survived until 
1855. Its chancel was probably originally narrower than 
the nave and under a separate roof, but had been rebuilt 
and widened at a later period, and the aisles extended 
eastward. The square-headed windows noted by Glynne, 
and shown in old illustrations, 4 were apparently of 
seventeenth-century date, and the whole of the south 
wall of the south aisle may have been rebuilt in that 
period. What alterations had taken place before in 
addition to the erection of the tower in the sixteenth 
century it is now impossible to say, but the architects 
who reported on the fabric in 1855 and who designed 
the new one, were of opinion that the seventeenth-century

1 Churches of Cheshire (diet. Soc., N.S., xxxii), Go.
2 He died i February 1899, aged 73.
3 Wirral N. &  Q., i, 14 (1892). He docs not mention the octagonal pier 

on the north side noted by Glynnr.
* See Frontispiece to the present History (Trans. Hist. Soc. Ixxxvii, 133), and 

illustration in Mason and Hunt's " Birkenhcad Priory " reproduced in Mr. 
Fergusson Irvine's "Notes on Bidston" in Trans. Hn>t. Soc., N.S., ix, 53,
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reconstruction (which they placed sometime between 
1640 and 1680) 1 had been carried out with materials 
dating from about 250 years earlier, that is to say, from 
about the end of the fourteenth century. This opinion 
cannot now be tested, but it explains the use in the 
new church of Decorated window tracery, though the 
new arcades and their extensions eastward were pre 
sumably copied from, or based on, the thirteenth-century 
work then destroyed. 2 Whatever the truth may be, the 
church as altered in the seventeenth century stood sub 
stantially unchanged until 1855, when it was declared 
to be " beyond the possibility of repair."

The churchwardens' accounts, which begin in 1767, 
show, however, that the fabric received a good deal of 
attention during the latter part of the eighteenth and 
the first half of the nineteenth century. There are 
almost continuous payments for slates and lime and 
laths, indicating very frequent repairs to the roofs. In 
1773-4 three thousand slates were purchased for £2 8s., 
and in 1795-6 a sum of £i 155. zd. was expended on 
" repairing the roof of the church." Eleven years later 
(February 1807) it was agreed to lay an extra ley " to 
wards the repair of the church and other necessary 
expenses," and the total amount paid for repairs was 
about £27, including £j for painting. In December 1814 
the roof must have again needed attention, as ^3 y. jd. 
was paid " for i ton 4 cwt. of slates at 485. a ton," and 
there is a payment at the same time " for taking the old

1 Randlo Holme visited the church in 1666, but the only records he left 
were of a few unimportant gravestones : Irvine, he. cit., 53.

2 See Liverpool Mercury, 30 May 1856, p. 6, col. 5 : "The windows [of the 
new church) are rilled with beautiful tracery such as the church must have 
had originally . . . These views were amply corroborated by the materials 
brought to light in taking down the work." But there is no mention of a 
thirteenth-century arcade, and the writer of the notice declared himself 
disposed to question the " archaeological views " of the architects. E. W. 
Cox's opinion was that the restoration, or rebuilding of the arcades was 
" not comparable with the old work " : he. cit., 14.
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lead to Landican and bringing the new back " no doubt 
the lead for flushings, valleys and gutters.

In January 1822 a special vestry meeting was held, 
when it was agreed " that the plan and specification 
now before the vestry shall be proceeded upon and the 
work shall be let to the person whose estimate shall be 
lowest or for any other reason shall be approved by this 
vestry at the next meeting." It was also agreed that 
the porch should be taken down, but whether this was 
done at that time is not recorded. 1 A month later the 
estimate of Hugh Williams of Birmingham " to do the 
carpenter's and joiner's work of this church " was accepted, 
the work to be completed by i August, for the sum of 
£137. There is no detailed account of the work then 
done, the payments to the builder alone being recorded, 
but it would seem that at least the church was newly 
seated. 2 The work was apparently completed in the 
specified time, for at the beginning of September the 
sittings were allotted, the method by which this was 
done being set out at some length. It was agreed (4 
September 1822) that the sittings

be allotted to each person interested therein according to their 
respective Church Leys, as follows, viz. that every person paying 
above the rate of forty pounds a year shall be entitled to a whole 
pew to themselves, and that from forty to twenty pounds to be 
allotted to two families to a pew, and that from twenty pounds 
to six pounds per year to be three families to a pew, and that 
under that rate per annum are not to be entitled to any other 
than free sittings.

A pew also was appointed for the Master of the Parish 
School and his successors, and to prevent disputes in 
future it was then and there declared " that this vestry

1 Canon Atkinson, editor of Glynne's Notes, says that the porch " existed 
up to 1835 " : Chs. of Cheshire, 61.

2 It is to be noted that, according to agreement, Mr. Williams received 
his first payment on 15 October, and two others of equal amount in December 
1822 and March 1823.
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shall be final." l The pews were painted and grained of 
an oak colour in 1826, 2 but after that year nothing more 
than the necessary repairs seems to have been done till 
1851, when £2 175. was expended on " new windows." 
At the Easter Vestry Meeting of 1852 it was agreed that 
the churchwardens " institute an investigation into what 
pew or pews did belong to Claughton, [and] to restore 
such pews and as far as practicable to afford accommo 
dation," but whether any such investigation took place 
is not recorded.

The Rebuilding.

In 1854 the churchyard was enlarged by the addition 
of about 1,000 square yards of land granted for the 
purpose by Mr. Robert Vyner, lord of the manor,3 and 
the question of restoring or rebuilding the church was 
seriously considered. At the Easter Vestry Meeting of 
1855 Mr. John Hartley Hind, of Ashville, and Mr. Robert 
Hampson, of Whalley, who had been churchwardens 
since April 1854, put forward a proposal for rebuilding 
the body of the church on the old foundations, and at 
a special meeting of the inhabitants called for the purpose 
in July it was resolved to apply for a faculty to pull 
down the whole of the church except the Tower and to 
" rebuild the same on the present, or as far as practicable 
the present site, with a south porch." At this meeting 
a report was read from Messrs. J. W. & W. Hay, archi 
tects, of Liverpool, who had examined the old building, 
and it was agreed that

considering the dilapidated, ruinous, and unsound state of the 
present church it would be inexpedient to attempt to repair the

Eleven signatures are appended to this minute.
2 " To Thos. Royden for painting the church £14 os. od. Repairs and 

whitewashing £3 ys. gd."
a "pd\Vm Riminer for enclosing and making new Burial ground, £72 os.orf."
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Messrs. Hay's plans for the rebuilding were on view 
at the meeting, and it was announced that the church 
wardens had received subscriptions amounting to £1,425, 
the total estimated cost being ^i^oo. 1 A faculty was 
decreed in 1855, and the work of demolition and recon 
struction was proceeded with. The new building was 
opened on Thursday, 26 June 1856, by the Bishop of 
Chester, Dr. Graham.

That some opposition to the demolition of the old 
building existed may be inferred from a statement in a 
descriptive newspaper account of the new church. The 
incumbent, it was said, had been " most assiduous in 
keeping down some incipient elements of discord, when 
some of the old parishioners looked with dismay upon 
the dismantling of the ancient pile, every stick and stone 
of which had acquired so deep a reverence in their esti 
mation." These differences, however, are said to have 
quickly dropped as the work of rebuilding proceeded, 
and were happly composed before the completion of the 
work. 2

In 1882 the chancel was extended eastward a bay, as 
a memorial to the Rev. C. A. Graham, vicar ; and in 
1908 the vestry was enlarged and room (now used as a 
choir vestry) built above it.

A large vault, erected in 1846 on the ground floor of 
the tower for the interment of the members of the Cust 
family, was removed in 1882, following the death of the 
dowager Lady Cust. 3

1 The lord of the manor, Mr. Robert Vyner, offered to subscribe two-thirds 
of the estimated cost if the churchwardens would undertake to raise the 
remainder : Liverpool Mercury, 27 June 1856.

- Liverpool Mercury, 30 May 1856.
3 Sully, Hundred of Wirral, 331. Owen, the Manchester antiquary, says 

the vault occupied " part of the basement storey." He gives an inscription 
" In memory of Louisa Mary Aime eldest daughter of Lieut.-General the 
Honble Sir Edward Cust & wife of the Rev. John James Moss. She was born 
Feb. 7, 1823, & died at Great Chesterton Vicarage in Oxfordshire Sept. 12, 
1843." Owen MSS., Manch. Pub. Liby., xx, 46.
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Helsby's description of the building, in his edition of 
Ormerod's History of Cheshire, published in 1882, may 
here be given. Following Ormerod's statement that the 
Derby cognizances art over the western door, he says, 
" from which it is surmised that this building was erected, 
or extensively repaired, in the fifteenth century." He 
then continues :

In 1816 the nave was divided into three bays and separated 
from the aisles on each side by three arches, of the [sic] plain 
chamfered orders, resting on circular pillars with caps and bases 
of pure Early English form. Before 1856 the chancel had been 
divided into two bays, but the arches and pillars had been 
removed. The cast elevation presented three gables, the centre 
one wider and higher than the others. No vestige of the chancel 
arch remained ; but there were portions of the work which 
evidently belonged to an older church, erected about the middle 
of the thirteenth century. The date (probably of some rebuilt 
portion) 1595 [sic] was inscribed on a stone over the south door. 
The church was taken down, with the exception of the tower, 
and rebuilt by subscriptions in 1856. It now consists of a 
chancel and aisles, nave and aisles, the whole length forming 
five bays, including chancel bay, separated by traceried screens. 
The general features of the old building were followed in this 
erection. 1

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE FABRIC.

The church was rebuilt mainly on the old lines, without 
structural chancel and with nave and aisles under separate 
gabled roofs, the whole forming a parallelogram measuring 
internally 56 ft. 6 in. by 42 ft., with porch on the south 
side. As much as possible of the old masonry was re 
used and the architectural character of the nave arcades 
retained, but externally the appearance of the building 
was considerably altered by the adoption of the style 
of the fourteenth century for the window tracery and 
other architectural detail. There were, moreover, certain 
changes made, the nave arcades being continued east-

1 Ormerod, Hist, of Chesh., ed. by T. Helsby, 1882, ii, 468.
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ward the whole length of the building in five equal bays 
and the arches being moulded instead of chamfered. 1 
The octagonal pillar of the north arcade noted by Glynne 
was not reproduced in the new design, all the pillars.in 
which are cylindrical. The rebuilt church, therefore, has 
its own characteristics and is in no sense a mere repro 
duction of the old one. The east elevation, however, 
preserved its old line of three gables down to 1882, when, 
by the enlargement of the chancel, the middle gable was 
advanced a distance of 10 ft.

The church throughout is faced with wrought stone, 
and the roofs are covered with green slates. Built into 
the gable of the porch is a stone dated 1593, which is 
said to have come from a position over the old south 
doorway, 2 where it doubtless recorded some repair or 
reconstruction. The aisle roofs have iron gutters carried 
on stone tabling, but the chancel has moulded parapets, 
that on the south side having a series of carved panels,3 
suggested by those on the west side of the tower.

The internal dimensions of the building are as follows : 
chancel 22 ft. 6 in. by 18 ft. (contracted to 15 ft. 6 in. 
in the extension), nave 44 ft. by 18 ft., north and south 
aisles 56 ft. 6 in. by 9 ft. 6 in., and west tower 12 ft. square. 
The width across nave and aisles is 42 ft. and the total 
internal length of the building 81 ft.

The chancel occupies the eastern bay between the 
arcades together with the later extension, but its western 
half is not structurally separated from the nave, though 
a roof principal is so constructed as to form a kind of 
wooden chancel arch. The chancel is enclosed on the 
west by a low oak screen and rail upon a stone base, and

1 Sec Glynne's description of the old church quoted above, p. 10.
2 Irvinc, he. oil., 57.
3 They include the Lathoin badge (eagle's foot), animal, the Legs of Man, 

and a coat of arms, copies of shields on the tower, together with the arms 
of the Bishop of Chester, the initials of the Rev. C. A. Graham, and the date 
1882.
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by screens on the north and south. The added sanctuary 
is faced internally with ashlar, but elsewhere the walls 
are plastered. The nave consists of four bays, with 
boarded roof, in which are dormer windows at either end.

The tower is faced with ashlar in large blocks and 
consists of three stages, with diagonal buttresses, and a 
projecting vice, or newel staircase, in the south-cast 
angle. It has a moulded plinth and is 54 ft. in height 
to the top of the widely spaced battlements of the parapet. 
The stages are marked externally by hollow-moulded 
strings, the upper one taken round the buttresses, and 
the lower (which is ornamented in the hollow with flowers, 
etc.) stopping against them. On the west side is a 
doorway, with a three-light window over, and the pointed 
bell-chamber windows are also of three lights, with 
uncusped tracery and without hood-moulds. On the north 
and south sides the two lower stages are plain, except 
for a small rectangular chamfered opening, which occurs 
also on the west.

The west doorway has a four-centred arch set within 
a rectangular hood-mould, above which, and immediately 
below the sill of the window, is a series of eight carved 
panels set between two rather roughly-wrought corbels. 
Five of these panels contain heraldic shields, the precise 
significance of which has so far escaped detection, ft is, 
however, chiefly from the evidence they afford that the 
date of the tower, apart from its general architectural 
character (which is that of the late Perpendicular period), 
has been assigned to about the year 1520. Mr. Fer- 
gusson Irvine has drawn attention l to the very close 
resemblance of the tower of Bidston church to that of 
Wallasey, which is known to have been built in 1530, 
and from the evidence of the maunch in the sixth (or 
fourth armorial) panel concludes that the tower was built 
before the death in 1521 of the second Earl of Derby,

1 Trims. Hist. Soc., X.S., ix, 54.
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whose wife was a daughter of Lord Hastings of Hun 
ger ford.

Reading from the north (dexter) end, the panels are 
as follows : (i) tracery ; (2) blank shield within a pointed 
quatrcfoil ; (3) a lion passant ; (4) the Lathom badge, 
an eagle's leg erased ; (5) the arms of the Kingdom of 
Man, three legs conjoined in fesse point ; (6) a maunch ; 
(7) quarterly, in the first quarter a fleur-de-lys ; (8) a 
pointed quatrefoil.

It should be noted that the shields charged with the 
Lathom badge, the arms of Man and the maunch are 
smaller than the other two, and are enclosed within 
ornamental borders. They are probably meant to form 
a separate group commemorating some member of the 
Stanley family, and though the Derby coat itself does 
not occur it is not unlikely that these three shields refer 
to Thomas, second Earl of Derby and Ann his wife, 
daughter of Edward Lord Hastings, whose arms were or, 
a maunch gules. Lord Derby came into possession of 
the Bidston estate in July, 1504, and died 24 May 1521, 
but the general character of the tower and its resemblance 
to that of Wallasey would indicate a late rather than 
an early date for its erection during the period named. 1

Of the two remaining shields, one on each side of the 
Stanley group, little can be said except in way of con 
jecture. Mr. Irvine, who has discussed the whole subject 
of these armorial bearings in great detail, offers the sug 
gestion that the first may be meant for Strange the 
lords of the manor after the Masseys who bore two 
lions passant. " It is noticeable," he says, " that the 
rather ill-cut animal is placed high up in the shield, and 
it may be that the carver, evidently not a very skilful 
man, had intended to carve two lions, but when he had 
finished the first found that he had not allowed enough 
space for a second and so just left it as it was." l Though

Trails. Hist. Soc., N.S., ix, 55.
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it cannot of course be accepted as final this explanation 
need not be ruled out, and in the absence of any better 
is worthy of consideration. The identification of the 
fifth shield is also puzzling, as the coat here shown is 
borne only by families who can in no way be connected 
with Bidston or its neighbourhood. Mr. Irvine suggests, 
however, that it is meant for the coat of the long-extinct 
Masseys of Bidston, though he has been unable to find 
any example of their armorial bearings. He notes, 
however, that the Masseys of Backford at an early date 1 
bore quarterly, in the second quarter a fleur-de-lys, and 
over all a bendlet, while five other branches of the same 
family z bore quarterly in the first and fourth quarters 
three fleurs-de-lys with various marks of cadency. The 
Backford coat, he observes, is that of the fifth shield at 
Bidston " except that the fleur-de-lys is in the wrong 
quarter and there is a bendlet present." His explanation 
is that in the bendlet on the Backford coat is a mark of 
difference, and its presence accounts for the fleur-de-lys 
being in the second quarter as, if it had been in its proper 
place in the first quarter, it would have been obscured. 
" A coat differentiated," he concludes, " presupposes a 
coat from which it is differenced ; therefore, remove the 
bendlet, replace the fleur-dc-lys in the first quarter, and 
you have our Bidston coat, and why not that of the 
Masseys of Bidston, the original owners of the manor ? " 3 
The explanation is ingenious, and, like that of the first 
shield, may be allowed to stand failing any other. If 
these explanations should prove to be correct the shields 
over the west doorway form a kind of heraldic history 
of the descent of the manor.

1 According to an engraving of a seal in Orrnerod's C7u'.s/nVt% ed. Helsby, ii, 
3&5.

2 The Masseys of Puddington, Coddington, Hroxton, Egerley ami Deyn- 
field. The original Masseys of Dunham bore quarterly, in the first quarter 
a lion passant.

3 Trans. Hist. Soc., M.S., ix, 55.
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The west window of the tower has tracery of similar 
type to that in the bell-chamber windows, with double 
hollow-chamfered jambs and head, and crocketed ogee 
hood-mould, and the tower arch is of two orders, the 
outer with a hollow moulding continued to the ground, 
and the inner chamfered order carried on corbels. 
The floor of the tower is three steps below that of 
the nave and the stone facing of the walls inside is 
painted.

The font is modern, and consists of an octagonal bowl 
carved with diaper pattern of thirteenth-century type, 
on a stem and moulded base. The Pulpit, of carved oak 
on a stone base, is a memorial to Arthur J. Oakshott, 
1917. It bears a figure of St. Oswald.

There are no monuments earlier than the nineteenth 
century, 1 but in the vestry is placed a tablet recording 
the augmentation of the living in 1761 by moneys from 
Queen Anne's Bounty, the executors of Dr. William 
Stratford, and others. The vestry also contains an iron- 
bound oak chest with two locks, apparently of eighteenth- 
century date.

All the fittings are of the period of the rebuilding of 
the church, or later. The sanctuary is paved with 
coloured marble, and the pavement of the choir is of 
mosaic, with a representation of St. Michael in the centre 
and the emblems of the four Evangelists at the corners. 
The reredos consists of a reproduction in mosaic of 
Leonardo da Vinci's Last Supper, and the steps to the 
choir and sanctuary are of Carrara marble, the whole of 
this work being by Salviati of Venice. The oak altar

1 In 1899, during alterations to the heating apparatus, some old grave 
slabs were discovered, which had been used as a covering to the heating 
flue ; one was dated 1656, and others 1698, 1709 and 1717 : Cheshire Sheaf, 
3rd S., iii, 117. Handle Holme in 1668 noted a grave slab with calvary cross 
and above the head of the cross " Here lyeth Kllen wife of M[iles] P[emberton] 
buried July 2. . . " This was doubtless a medieval slab re-used : Cheshire 
Sheaf, 3rd S., iii, 28.
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table is a memorial to Leslie Stuart Cole, 1915, and the 
east wall on each side of the reredos is panelled in oak 
in the lower part. The roof of the chancel is boarded, 
and, together with the spandrels of the arches on either 
side, is decorated in colour. There are oak stalls in the 
choir. The organ, which is at the west end of the nave 
below the tower arch, was rebuilt by Willis in 1929, when 
a new oak case, designed by F. H. Crossley, F.S.A., the 
gift of E. B. Royden, Esq., was erected : on its front, in 
three panels, are blazoned the shields of Massey, Stanley, 
and Vyner.

In the north aisle, set within a " Norman " arched 
recess, is a memorial to Henrietta Maria Christiana Cust, 
5th daughter of Sir Edward Cust, ist baronet, by his 
wife Mary Ann, only child of Lewis William Boode, who 
died 23 April 1846. The memorial, which takes the 
form of a large wooden cross on which is a hovering 
butterfly, was " carved by her Mother's Hand." The 
inscription, with those on other memorials in the church, 
is given elsewhere. 1 A mural monument to the men 
of Bidston who fell in the war of 1914-19 is in the south 
aisle.

Randle Holme in 1668 noted a hanging shelf by the 
pulpit on which was placed the bread for distribution 
to the poor ; it bore the inscription : " 22 Aprill. The 
gift of Mr. Thos. Cleave, Cittizen of London. An. Dm. 
1646." 2

There is no ancient painted glass in the church, but 
the east window of the chancel, five windows in the south 
aisle and four in the north aisle are filled with modern 
stained glass. Only one of these windows is earlier than 
the rebuilding of 1856. A full description of all will be 
found in Appendix B.

1 Appt-ndix A, p. 37. 
2 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., iii, 28.
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III. THE BELLS.

The tower contains a ring of six bells, hung in a wooden 
frame, and rung from the ground floor behind the organ. 
Five of them are dated 1868, and the treble 1882. The 
inscriptions and diameters are as follows :

1. MEARS & STA1NBANK FOUNDERS LONDON

On waist : GLORIA DEI 
G.R. & E.C.

1882 (22 in. cliam.)
2. ROBERT STAINBANK FOUNDER LONDON, 1868. (23 ill. cliam.)

3. The same. (25 in. cliam.)
4. The same. (26!, in. cliam.)
5. The same. (28^ in. tliam.)
6. ROBERT STAINBANK FOUNDER LONDON, 1868.

On waist :
THESE BELLS PRESENTED TO 

BIDSTON CHURCH BY SUBSCRIPTION

AUGUST 1868

C. A. GRAHAM M.A. INCUMBENT 

GEORGE ROYDEN ] 
EDWARD PARKINSON/ WAKnENS

(31 in. cliam.)

The bells, which have cannons and wooden head- 
stocks, were placed in the tower in August 1868, and 
were rehung in 1882. The initials on the treble are those 
of the donors, George Robert and Emily Clover. 1

There were formerly three bells, but these were recast 
in 1868 and the number increased to five, a new treble 
being afterwards added. All the bells come from the 
Whitechapel Foundry, the history of which dates back 
to Queen Elizabeth's reign. 2 Robert Stainbank was 
taken into partnership by George Mears in 1864, and in 
the following year bought Mears' interest, carrying on 
the business alone under the title of Mears & Stainbank

1 Hi- died j«j October looo, and she <) November it)-M. They art- buried 
In the churchyard cm the north side of the tower.

- Tyssen, " History of the Whitechapel Hell-foundry " in Trims. Land. & 
MitiJIcscx Archacol. Sac., N.S., vol. v., part ii.
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till his death in 1883. Sometimes, as at Bidston, he put 
his own name only on a ring of bells, but not many 
instances of this occur.

In 1550 there were three bells, one of which seems to 
have survived till 1868. It was the treble of the three 
bells then in the tower, and weighed 5 cwt. 3 qr. 20 Ib. 
The other two weighed respectively 6 cwt. 2 qr. o Ib. 
and 9 cwt. o qr. 20 Ib., and all three were sent to Wliite- 
chapel and used in the making of the new ring. Fac- 
similies of the inscriptions on the largest and smallest 
were preserved by the founders, but not that on the 
middle bell. This, however, had apparently been recast 
some years before, as John Owen, the Manchester anti 
quary, who visited the church about 1867, 1 states that 
it was by Hears, 1852. 2 The churchwardens' accounts 
for 1786 bear witness, however, to an earlier change, a 
sum of £8 75. jd. having been paid in that year to Mr. 
  , bell-founder, and there were payments in addition 
for " changing the bell " and for blacksmith's work. It 
is clear, therefore, that a new bell was put up in 1786, 
possibly a recasting of the original middle bell, or more 
likely its exchange. Of this, however, there is no actual 
evidence, but it is certain that the old bell, which is said 
to have been dated i6i5,3 had disappeared before the 
recasting of 1868.

1 The date of his visit is not stated, but it follows the record of a visit 
paid to another church in August 1867. Owen says, "The bells do not 
appear to have been rung lately, the intention being to have a new peal of 
five " : Owen MSS., Manch. Pub. Liby., xix, 209.

2 Messrs. Mears & Stainbank are unable to find any record of this recasting, 
but there is no reason to doubt the correctness of Owen's statement.

3 This bell is said to have borne the inscription " Cantate Domino Canticum 
Novuni 1615 " ; see Wirrul N. & Q., 27 May 1893 ; '/"rails. Hist. Soc., N.S., 
ix, 57 I Atkinson's Notes to Glynne's Chs. of Cheshire (Chet. Soc.), 61 ; Helsby's 
Ormcrod, ii, 468. In each of these places the churchwardens' initials be 
longing to the third bell (1673) are transferred to the first. The motto 
" Cantate Domino Canticum Novuni " was a favourite one of William 
Clibury, Wellington, Salop, who was casting 1605-42. Two of the Shotwick 
bells (1616 and 1621) are his, and he cast a bell for Wallasey in ifi2.(. It is 
therefore reasonable to suppose that he cast the Bidston second.
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The inscriptions on the old first and third bells were 
as follows :

i.
3 . xainDHttE s^fltfima/ns 31-1 sa-wczr© ESIIIS i<573.

CW., I.W. H.W.

The first was clearly of mediaeval date, and, from the 
evidence of the lettering and of the initial cross was 
c. 1500, came from the Nottingham foundry. A tradition 
is said to exist in the village that this bell was brought 
from Hilbre at the time of the Suppression, and that 
Hilbre had acquired it from St. Oswald's, Chester. The 
fact that Hilbre was ecclesiastically in the parish of St. 
Oswald may seem to give some colour to the story, 1 but 
on the other hand it may have originated it. There 
appears to be no real evidence either way. But it was 
on the strength of the inscription on this bell that in 
1882 Bidston church was consecrated in the name of St. 
Oswald. 2 Owen records that a large piece had been 
knocked off the rim of this bell.

The third bell, in addition to the date and inscription, 
bore the mark of William Scott of Wigan, 3 who had cast 
a bell for Wallasey in the previous year. 4 The initials 
of the churchwardens, I.W. and H.W., were scratched on 
the bell, not cast on it. 5

The belfry rules are dated January i, 1884.
A painted board on the ground floor of the Tower 

records the ringing on Monday, 24 April 1893, of a peal 
of 5,040 changes in 2 hours 41 minutes by members of 
the Chester Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers. The 
peal comprised 1,440 Canterbury Pleasure, 1,440 Plain

1 Irvine, op. cit., 57.
2 An effort was made to discover the original dedication, but nothing could 

be found either at Chester or Lichfield, ibid., 57.
' A bell between the initials W. S.
4 Cheshire Sheaf, iv, 52. For William Scott, see Trims. Hist. Soc., N.S., 

vi, 174.
* Ex. inf. Menrs & Stainbank.



The Church. 35

Bob Minor, 1,440 Oxford Single Bob and 720 Grandsire. 
This was the first peal of 5,040 changes on the bells, 
also the first in four methods by the Guild members. 
The conductor was William Cox.

IV. THE PLATE.

The silver Communion Plate is all modern and consists 
of a paten, two chalices, and a ewer-shaped flagon of 
1857-8 (London), given by Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Tetley, 
of Claughton ; and a credence paten, or bread-holder, of 
1884-5 (London).

Each of the four pieces of 1857 is inscribed " Dono 
dedrut, de honori, quatuor vasa eucharist. Thomas 
Wilkinson Tetley et Cecilia Jane uxor sua de Claughton, 
in usum eccl. paroch. de Bidston. Fest. Pasch, A.D. 
MDCCCLVIII." The bread-holder is without inscription.

There is also a brass almsdish, 15 in. diam., inscribed,
+ In loving memory of Cyril John Buckler born Decem 

ber I fell asleep December XVI, MDCCCLXXVII."

V. THE REGISTERS.

The Registers begin in 1679, though there are transcripts 
at the Bishop's Registry in Chester beginning in 1581 
and bridging the gap to 1679 fairly well. 1 The Registers 
in the church safe, down to 1812, are as follows : (i) all 
entries 1679-1760 ; (ii) baptisms and burials 1761-1812 ; 
(iii) marriages 1754-1812. The marriage entries in 
1727-8 have been deliberately cut out. The registers, 
transcribed by Mr. Fergusson Irvine, have been printed 
down to 1700. 2

1 Irvine, op. cit., 57. From 1581 to 1610 there are only four transcripts, 
viz. 1581, 1588, fragment of 1596, and 1605. They are fairly regular from 
1610 to 1639 ; a gap then occurs till 1666, after which they are tolerably 
complete till 1679: Wirral N. & Q., i, 2. A Terrier dated 1778 in the 
Diocesan Register, Chester, states that the registers begin in 1679.

* The Baptismal, Marriage and Burial Registers of the parish of Bidston, 
Co. Chester, 1581-1700, edited by W. F. Irvine (100 copies), 1893.
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The earliest book of churchwardens' accounts begins 
in 1767. It includes an assessment for the Church Ley 
in 1779, and another in 1814.

VI. THE CHURCHYARD.

The churchyard stands high above the road, from which 
it is entered by steps through a modern timber lych- 
gate with slated roof. On the south side of the church, 
near the porch, is a pedestal sundial, on the four sides 
of the stone shaft of which are the initials and date 
" T.S., E.N., C.W., 1733," for Thomas Stanford and 
Edward Newby, Church Wardens. The metal plate is 
inscribed, " John Rathborn Ch. Ward. 1730 T.P." 
Randle Holme in 1668 noted several inscribed gravestones 
in the churchyard. 1

APPENDIX A.

MONUMENTAL AND OTHER INSCRIPTIONS.

(i) Brass plate on south wall of south aisle immediately 
west of doorway. Inscription in Black-letter :

THIS CHURCH having fallen into irreparable decay the Church 
wardens at the Vestry of mdccclv submitted a design for its 
reconstruction on the old foundations. This proposal was 
approved and executed under the direction and superintendence 
of J. W. and J. Hay, Architects, Liverpool, at a cost of mdccl 
pounds raised by voluntary contributions. The Church was 
reopened by the Bishop of the Diocese in June mdccclvi.

C. A. Graham, M.A., Incumbent
John Hartley Hind),,, , , Robert Hampsou Churchwardens.

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., iii, 28. They were dated 1618, 1652, 1656 and 
1663.



The Church. 37

(2) Slate tablet on north wall of Vestry :

A.D. 1761
This C. of BIDBTON cum FORD was augur1 L 
And A.D. 1763 Lands purch' 1 with 400

Whereof Given by
Qn ANNE'S Bounty 200 
By Execrs of \Vm STRATFORD L.L.D 150 
By other Benefr8 50

(3) Marble tablet on south wall of south aisle, between 
doorway and third window from east :

SACKED
To the Memory of

W1LKINSON WEBSTER
late of Moreton in this Parish

who died January 8 th , 1818
Aged 54 Years.

(4) Marble tablet near to last :

IN MEMORY 

OF

JOHN WEBSTER OF UPTON HALL
IN THIS COUNTY, ESQRE

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
ON THE 24  OF JULY 1835

AGED 89 YEARS
ALSO OF

MARY, HIS WIFE

WHO DIED ON THE 2I ST OF l'"EB Y l8lO 

AGED 55 YEARS

(5) Memorial to Henrietta Maria Christiana Gust, 1846 
(see supra, 31), within semicircular arched recess in north 
aisle. On the shaft of the cross is a small tablet with in 
scription in black-letter :

H.M.C.C.
to whose memory 
this tribute is carved 
by her Mother's Hand.

M'A'C-
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And on the base of the cross is inscribed :

EPITAPH.

So we the blossoms of a day 
As the field flowers fade away 
To mortal gaze we seem to die 
But like the winged butterfly 
We quit our earthly chrysalis 
And, clad in plumy robes of bliss 

Ascend, for ever to the realms above 
Free by the Cross of CHRIST'S atoning love.

(6) Marble tablet over vestry doorway :

ERECTED 

IN MEMORY OF

THE REV" JOSEPH GATE
WHO DURING A PERIOD OF 33 YEARS

WAS INCUMBENT OF THIS PARISH
DIED 4  JULY 1851

AGED 65 YEARS.

(7) Brass plate on south wall of south aisle, immediately 
east of doorway. Inscription in black-letter (except names 
and heading) :

GLORY OF GOD

And in loving Memory of 
THOMAS BEVAN of Swansea 

who died at Claughton, Birkenhead, 
Aged 75 Years, May 20'" 1878,

And of
PALMER POOLE Seventh Son

of the above who was killed in the
discharge of his duty in the Solomon

Islands in the 33""'' year of his age
June 15'" 1888

This brass is dedicated.
R-I-P-

 vv

I
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(S) Brass plate on back of seclilia, in chancel :

39

To THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MKMORY OF THE 
REVEREND CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER GRAHAM B.A. 
FOR xxx YEARS PASTOR OF THIS PARISH AND MATILDA WHITTEN-
BURY HIS WIFE THIS CHANCEL WAS ERECTED BY PARISHIONERS 

AND FRIENDS, ANNO DOMINI MDCCCLXXX1I.

(9) Brass plate on north wall of north aisle immediately 
cast of vestry doorway. Inscription in black letter :

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
and in Memory of her Son 

PERCY EDMUND LEOPOLD CUST
who died at Wellington College 

November 24 th A.I). 1884, aged 14. 
Added : The above Tablet is erected by 

his Mother Isabel Lady Cust.

Further east, in a recess in the wall, is the ivrcalh sent by Queen 
Victoria to the boy's funeral " A mark oj affection from Victoria 
R-l ", and below this a Brass plate with Black-letter inscription :.

A mark of affection from Her Majesty Queen Victoria 
to PERCY E. L. CUST, Page of Honour, 

November ay"1 1884.

(10) Brass plate on north wall of chancel, below credence 
recess. Inscription in black letter :

This Reredos was erected to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of

EMILY BOWER 
who died y th September 1886 

by her Husband and Daughter
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(u) Brass plate on north wall of north aisle, cast of third 
window from west :

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

FRANCIS THORNELY
OF LANDORE, CLAUGHTON

BORN IN LIVERPOOL, 9  DECEMBER 1823
DIED AT ALGIERS, 23"'' APRIL, 1889

BURIED IN THE CEMETERY THERE
Added : AND TO THE DEAR MEMORY OF A GRANDSON OF ABOVE

2"D LIEUT. ROBERT GORDON SPALDING
2 ND SOUTH LANCASHIRE REGIMENT, WHO DIED

IN FRANCE SEPT. 28, 1915, FROM WOUNDS RECEIVED
IN ACTION NEAR YPRES THREE DAYS KARLIER AGED 30.

" Trust him, he would not fail."

(12) Brass plate on north wall of north aisle, below No. n. 
Inscription in black letter :

In loving memory of
RESTEL RATSEY BEVIS
of Manor Flail, Birkenhead,

who passed away Fob1'!' io lh 1901
in his 75 lh Year

" Deeds, not words "

(13) Brass plate on north wall of chancel :

SACRED   TO   THE   MEMORY   OF 
The   Rev   JOHN   FINDLEY   BUCKLER, M-A.

FOR 21 YEARS VICAR OF THIS PARISH
HE DIED AT L'AS PALMAS ON DECEMBER 4  igO2

AGED 56 YEARS, AND WAS INTERRED THERE,
THIS MEMORIAL WAS ERECTED TO HIS MEMORY

BY A FEW OF HIS OLD PARISHIONERS
W. M. 

T. LAMB
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(14) Marble tablet on north wall of north aisle, west of 
vestry doorway :

IN MEMORY OF

MARY
THE BELOVED CHILD OF 

JOSEPH J. & MARY LAMB

FENDER FARM, BIDSTON 

DIED FEBRUARY II  1905, AGED 9 MONTHS.

(15) Inscription at north end of oak altar table :

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND 

IN LOVING MEMORY OK

2 ND LIEUT LESLIE STUART COLE
2 ND BATT CHESHIRE REGIMENT

WHO WAS KILLED IN ACTION AT THE

HOHENZOLLERN REDOUBT IN FRANCE

OCT. 3 RD 1915 AGED 24 YEARS

1

(16) Inscription at bottom of oak pulpit :

IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF

ARTHUR J. OAKSHOTT   Nov: 3"" 1917.

(17) Inscription on front of organ case :

THIS ORGAN 

C A S E W A S 

THE GIFT OF 

E. B. ROYDEN 

OF BIDSTON 

COURT, ESQ. 

A.D. 1929.

(18) WAR MEMORIAL. Marble tablet on south wall of 
south aisle, between second and third windows from cast :

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY 

OF THE FOLLOWING FROM THIS CHURCH AND 

PARISH WHO AT THE CALL OF DUTY LAID DOWN 

THEIR LIVES FOR KING AND COUNTRY IN 

THE GREAT WAR 1914-1919.
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ALLENDER, FREDERICK, ENGINEER SUB-LIEUT. R.N., H.M.S.
VANGUARD. KILLED ON ACTIVE SERVICE, JULY 9  1917

BAZETT, ARTHUR HUGH, CAPTAIN 4  BATTN: CHESHIRE
REGT. KILLED IN ACTION, GALLIPOLI, AUG. CJ  1915

BULLEN, WILLIAM FRANCIS, 2 ND LIEUT. 10  BATTN: THE
KING'S LIVERPOOL REGT. MISSING, HOOGE, JUNE l6, 1915

BIBBY, JOSEPH MORTEN, 2 ND LIEUT. 8  BATT. E. YORKS
REGT. MISSING AFTER THE ATTACK ON MONCHY, MAY 3"°

1917

BIBBY, CHARLES LESLIE, PRIVATE 17  BATT. THE KING'S
LIVERPOOL REGT. WOUNDED AT GUILLEMONT, BURIED IN 

THE COMMUNAL CEM Y, ABBEVILLE, JULY 30, Iyl6

COLE, LESLIE STUART, 2 N " LIEUT. 2 ND BATT* CHESHIRE
REGT. KILLED IN ACTION, LOOS, OCT. 3"° 1915

CHRISTIE, ANDREW, CORP"- I ST BATT. LIVERPOOL SCOTTISH.
DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE, ROUEN, JUNE 30  1916

EVANS, EDWARD HERBERT SANDFORD, CAPT 18  BATT".
LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS. KILLED IN ACTION IN FRANCE, JULY 

22 ND 1916

GARDNER, WILLIAM GEORGE, PRIVATE 8  BATT" THE
KING'S LIVERPOOL REGT . KILLED IN ACTION, CAMBRAI, 

SEPT 13  1918

HARVIE, STUART McLAREN, 2 ND LIEUT. 2 ND BATTN: K-R-R-C.
DIED OF WOUNDS, VF.RMELLES, LA BASSEE CANAL, JUNE 15 

1918

HARVIE, ERIC FULTON, M-C., CAPT . I ST BATTN: THE GORDON
HIGHLANDERS. KILLED IN ACTION, HINGES, LA BASSEE 

CANAL, JUNK 15  1918

HOUGH, ERIC BERNARD, M-C., CAPT. 19  BATTN. THE
KING'S LIVERPOOL REGT . KILLED IN ACTION, VOORMEZEELE, 

APRIL 28 , 1918

NEWHOUSE, FRED RK , CORP. I ST BATTN: CHESHIRE REGT.
KILLED IN ACTION, YPRES, 1914

PATON, MORTON BROWN, CAPT 10  BATTN: SOUTH LANCA 

SHIRE REGT. ATT. 5  BATTN. LANCS. FUS. KILLED IN ACTION, 
GALLIPOLI, AUG. .7  1915.

PEMBERTON, WILLIAM THOMAS, PRIVATE 15  BATTN.
CHESHIRE REGT. KILLED IN ACTION IN FRANCE, JUNE 21, 

I9l8

RANDLES, JOHN, SERGT 1/4  BATTN. CHESHIRE REGT. KILLED
IN ACTION IN EGYPT, NOV. 6  1917
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SPALDING, ROBERT GORDON, 2 ND LIKUT. 3 RD BATTN:
SOUTH LANCASHIRE REGT. DIED OF WOUNDS, KTAl'LES, 

SEPT. 28T" 1915

WALL, ANGUS, GUNNER, 168  BRIGADE R-F-A. KILLED IN 
ACTION, YPRES, OCT. 23"° ujiy. PARKINSON, GEO.,
PT R'W-F. DIED IN FRANCE, NOV. 12, IQlG.

WILLIAMS, HARRY BEN, M-C., 2*" LIEUT. 5"' IJATTN: ATT 
I3T1! BATTN: THE KING'S LIVERPOOL REGT. KILLED IN ACTION
NEAR ARRAS, MAY 3"° igly

WILSON, MAUDE MILLICENT, V-A-D., R-R-C., CROIX ROUGE
FRANCAISE, MEDAILLE I/HONNEUR. DIED NURSING, MEN- 

TONE, MARCH 27 , 1917

AND ALSO IN MEMORY OF

HUTCHINSON, PHYLLIS, DIED IN THE SINKING OF THE
" LUSITANIA," MAY 7, 1915

" AND UNDERNEATH ARE THE EVERLASTING ARMS "

APPENDIX B.

MEMORIAL WINDOWS.

In chronological order the windows and their inscriptions 
are as follows : l

(1) 1826. Two-light window west end of north aisle. 
Angels on a background of blue sky studded with stars, one 
holding a scroll with the words " The everlasting gospel."

Black-letter inscription on brass plate attached to sill:
To the cherished memory of Margaret Boode of Leasowe

Castle who died April 24 th 1826 | From her dearly loved children |.
The Honb Sir Edward & Lady Cust | and affectionate friends |
Mary and Frances Giklart.

Arms in lozenge : Boode imp. Dannett. 2

(2) 1856. The three-light east window of the chancel, by 
Watson of Dunfermline, given in 1856 by Mr. William Hind 
and Mr. Blythc, and placed in new chancel in 1882. In the

1 The inscriptions arc here printed in one type, but actually the character 
of the lettering varies. They are on the glass unless otherwise stated.

2 Mrs. Boode was a daughter of the Rev. Thomas Dannett, rector of 
Liverpool.
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middle light is our Lord with right hand in blessing and 
chalice in left ; in the north light St. Elizabeth with St. 
John the Baptist as a child, and in the south light the Blessed 
Virgin and Child. Under the three figures are the designa 
tions SANCTA ELIZABETH, SALVATOR MUNDI, SANCTA MARIA.

(3) 1865. Two-light window at west end of south aisle, 
by H. Hughes, London. («) Faith, Hope, and Charity; 
(/;) Our Lord in the home at IktLany.

Inscription in black letter :
To the memory of Louisa Mary Anne Moss & Henrietta Maria 

Christina Cust. | This window is the offering of their surviving 
Brother & sisters 1865.

(4) 1881. Two-light window at east end of south aisle. 
(a) St. Matthew and St. Mark ; (b) St. Luke and St. John.

Inscription on brass plate attached to sill:
To the Honour and Glory of God and in | loving memory of 

George Robert Clover | of Lingdale, who died 27"' February 1881 | 
G-K. and E-C.

(5) 1881. Two-light window at east end of north aisle, 
by James Powell & Sons, Whitefriars. (a) Simeon with the 
infant Jesus in his arms, (b) Anna the prophetess. Under 
the two figures arc the words " Lord now lettcst thou thy 
servant depart in peace."

Inscription on brass plate attached to sill:
In loving memory of | The Rev. Charles Alexander Graham 

B.A. | Trin: Coll: Dublin | for 30 years perpetual curate and 
rector | of this Parish | died 9 th March 1881 aged 62 years | also 
of Matilda Whittcnbury his wife | who died 18"' November 1881 
aged 72 years. | This window and brass arc placed here by Charles | 
Edwin and Matilda Hurry Tilby.

Arms and crest of Graham of Burntshields, co. Renfrew.

(6) 1897. Two-light window in south wall of south aisle 
to east of doorway, designed by R. Arming Bell, R.A. St. 
Agnes appears to her parents after her martyrdom.
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Inscription :
In loving memory of | Minnie Drummond Angus | who died 

on the ninth November 1897 I m ner fifteenth year.

(7) IQII. Two-light window at east end of south wall of 
south aisle, designed by Sir E. Burne-Jones and executed by 
Morris & Co. («) St. Veronica, (b) St. Mary.

Inscription on brass plate attached to sill :
To the glory of God | and in loving memory of | Emily Frances 

Henrietta Hind | died 6 th August icju.

To this has been added a second brass plate inscribed :
Also of | Herbert Wheeler Hind | of Overleasowe, Bidston | 

husband of the above | who died n lh December 1918.

(8) 1914. Two-light window at west end of south wall of 
south aisle, by H. G. Hiller, Liverpool, (a) St. Cecilia, 
(b) St. Oswald.

Inscription :
To the glory of God & in memory of | 

25 th 1914.
Anne Jane Evans July

(<)) Two-light window in north wall of north aisle, designed 
and executed by Frank O. Salisbury, R.P. (a) Valour a 
knight in armour holding flag of the Cheshire Regt., (b) 
Patriotism a female figure holding shield with Royal Arms :

Inscription:

In loving memory of Leslie Stewart Cole | 2nd Lieut. Cheshire 
Regt. Killed in action in | France Oct. 3 ra 1915 aged 24 years.

On brass plate attached to sill:
To the glory of God and in loving memory of | Leslie Stuart 

Cole | this window is placed by his father & mother | Henry 
Alexander and Rhuda Cole.

Second brass plate below :

Also in grateful memory of the officers & men | of the Cheshire 
Regiment, who were encamped | at Bidston, and who fell in the 
Great War | 1914-1919.
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE TOWNSHIPS OF BIDSTON AND FORD.

BIDSTON.

BIDSTON township, with an acreage of 1,713 according 
to the census of 1921, comprises three quite different 
descriptions of land the rocky hill on the east, the 
ordinary agricultural land on the west, and the moss 
land extending over all the north, as far as the shores of 
Wallasey Pool, which forms the boundary there. The 
Birket, rising in West Kirby, discharges itself into the 
Pool, 1 being first joined by the Fender, a ditch-like stream 
which for a time forms the western limit of the township. 
The old name of the Birket may be revealed in a reference 
to a fishing " in the water of Ayne called Double Dyke," 
which occurs in the Derby Rental of 1521. 2

Though part of the level top of the hill and west slope 
has been built upon, a considerable portion, nearly 100 
acres, has been secured for the public enjoyment, as well 
as a large part of the wooded western slope. The pictur 
esque village crosses the central part of the lower land, 
and in old times the cultivated land extended on its 
north and east as far as the mossland and round the 
end of the hill. The church was central, with the lord's 
hall and deer park to the south. At the extreme south 
end lies the hamlet of Ford, where now is the railway 
station on the Seacombe and Chester line, known as 
Upton from the next village. This line has a junction 
at Bidston station with the older line (1866) which ran

1 Originally it joined the Pool the Pool being really its estuary about 
the point where the Seacombe railway enters Wallasey, bnt since 1842 has 
been conveyed in a straight course or conduit to Docks Station near which 
it enters a culvert leading to the Mersey.

2 For the name Fender, see Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., ii, 28.
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I

originally from Docks Station (in Bidston township) to 
Hoylake, and then from the junction crosses over into 
Wallasey.

The older roads forked in going westward from Birken- 
head and Claughton, the northern branch going round 
the foot of Bidston Hill and so through the village to 
Moreton, and the southern one going by Upton Road 
over the hill and through Ford to Upton. Northwards 
there were two pathways ; one near the eastern boundary, 
and the other along the crest of the hill, and these joining 
at the east end of the Hall grounds went by Hoole Rake 
across the Moss to Wallasey, Warrington's bridge being 
built about 1740 to assist the passage over the old course 
of the Birket. School Lane led northward from the 
village street to the Town's Moss.

The plan of 1665 shows an irregular open way through 
the village, from east to west ; the Hall and its garden 
on the south side, and the houses of Richard Wilson, 
Alice Whiteside and William Taylor on the same side 
going west ; on the north side the Pound, Thomas 
Harrison's house, the church and John Fell's cottage ; 
in School Lane, John Trueman's house on the west side 
and Arthur Parbolt's on the east. The little building, 
standing by itself, without a name, may be the school. 
The detached building on the north side of the church 
is probably the tithe barn. In the Hall Paddock on the 
north side of the road will be noticed " a cave." The 
main road has in recent times been more regularly formed, 
having been straightened to go north of the pound and 
cut through Hall Paddock, and many new roads have 
been formed. The village retains its old stone houses 
and pleasant aspect, and the tree-covered hill-side to the 
south gives a sense of beauty and retirement to those 
coming into it from Birkenhead.

Of the story of the village, apart from that of its lords, 
there is little to tell. Except for some fifty years about
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the beginning of the seventeenth century, there was no 
resident lord ; so far as can be gathered there was no 
resident priest in the mediaeval period, and the curates 
of later days seem to have lived in Moreton or Claugh- 
ton.

In 1260 there was some dispute between the prior of 
Birkenhead and Hamon de Mascy and others about 
pasture rights in Bidston. This may have been a case 
of disputed boundaries, for the prior alleged that Hamon 
had forbidden their common of pasture in Claughton. 
A verdict was given for the monks. 1 A similar dispute 
occurred with William Sansum [Samson] of Wallasey for 
pasture there, Mascy replying that the place where the 
pasture was claimed was in Budeston, his own lands ; 
and this the jury upheld. 2 Richard de Pathesull had a 
free tenement in Bodestan in 1260, and claimed common 
in the wood as appurtenant to it, and it was allowed 
him. 3

Bedeston Wood occurs again in a pardon granted to 
a later Hamon de Mascy and Joan his wife in 1327 ; 
they had brought into cultivation, on their own land 
indeed, but within the earl's forest of Wirral, 6 ac. wood 
and 3 ac. heath under the Hole by the Dobuttes ; also 
in other manors. 4 The Hole is probably connected with 
the Hoole Rake at the north of the village ; Dobuttes 
does not seem to have survived.

At a coroner's inquest on a man killed at Budestan, 
it was stated that the person accused had a horse, two 
cows and a calf and two stirketts, also corn in the barn 
and growing on the land. 5

The prior of Birkenhead and others were presented for 
taking turves on Bidston Keer (Carr) about 1350. 8

According to the Derby Rental of 1521 there seem to

1 Chester County Court K. (diet. Soc.), 20. * Ibid. 3 Ibid., n. 
4 Chester Plea R. 4'), in. ^4. ' Ibid., 45, in. lod. 
 diester Forest R. 6, in. 6.
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have been about eight tenements or farms in Byddeston, 1 
thus :
Richard Smyth, one tenement and 17 ac. land . 23.?. od. 
Richard Shyrlock, one ten't and 9 ac. . . . gs. 6d. 
John Bruse, one ten't and 5 ac. .... 8s. od. 
Morgan Hough (late Roger Deane), a cottage . 2s. od. 
Alice Benette (late Henry Lurtinge), one tea't and

2 ac. ........ .f.s'. od.
Prior of Birkhed for a pasture of the lord's called

Woltomvood ....... 5s. od.
Morgan Hough (late Henry Deane), one ten't and 6 ae. 8.s\ od. 
John Makerer, cottage and croft .... 4.?. od.

The prior of Birkenhead appears to have been excused 
paying the 55. for Wolton Wood, which may have been 
outside the limits of Bidston, though owing a rent to the 
manor. Besides this there were five " tenements " and 
two cottages. The Ford tenements are given below.

This probably accounts for all the land under cultiva 
tion in ancient times ; but considerable portions of the 
Mosses had been enclosed, and the tenants were :
Hankyn Hycoke and another for Utterwaite, 40 ac. 40.9. od.
Richard Smyth, for Indertwaitc, 24 ac.. . . 24^. o</.
Thomas Forth, for Sweperfeld, 7 ac. . . . ij.s. od.
John Melys, for Grene (Marsh), 8 ac. . . 8.?. od.
Thos. Gylle, for Le Perotte and Hoandemedow, 4 ac. 5.?. od.

Then there were licences of different kinds :
Saunder Young for reaping rushes on the Rysshoke 4.9. od.
Poulton township for having pasture on the Moss . 5.9. od.
Wallase township for Le Pykemedew, 7 ac. . . 21.?. od.
The same for Newemedew, 31 ac. . . . 63.9. od.

The Park also had been encroached upon and partly 
enclosed :

Morgan Hough (late Roger Deane) for a close in the
Park called Le Hoke ..... G.S-. 8d. 

Same, for a close called Valance, 3 ac. . . .55. od.

1 Printed in Cheshire Shcaft 3rd S., iv, 24, etc. ; where Mr. Irvinc's notes 
should be consulted.
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Robert Leigh, the bailiff and park-keeper, tenanted the 
Hall and had the Park pasturage for life. The site of 
the Hall had formerly been farmed out for 6s. 8d. a 
year.

During the year 255. 5^. had been paid for building 
the " Derehouse " in the Park and for repairs to the 
Hall. Due provision was made for leaving " sufficient 
pasture and gresse for the fedynge of the dere which now 
be in the said Parkes." Rent hens, worth ~L\d. each, 
were due from the tenants. The dovecots, barn and 
stable of the Hall are mentioned. No courts had been 
held.

In addition to Wolton Wood the monks of Birkenhead 
had a parcel of freehold land in the township, tenanted 
in 1536 by Hugh Smyth at a rent of 135. 4^. It was 
sold by the Crown together with the priory's lands in 
Moreton, and is lost to sight, being probably purchased 
by the Earl of Derby.

The next light on the conditions of the township is 
given by the Kingston Survey of 1665, which gives eight 
principal tenements. This is the same number as in 
1521, but the rentals cannot be compared, as the con 
stituent parts appear to have varied. In Bidston proper 
were the following :

1665.
Fells, John I ac.
Harrison, Thomas l 46 ac. Robert Wilson

1719.

Stephen Fells 
Obadiah Wilson

p
Elizabeth Warton 
Robert Wilson 
John Trneman 
Joanna Whiteside 
Thomas Wilson

1 Assignee of Linaker, assignee of Parker Greens and Suppersfield (in 
the Moss).

- lie had also in ar. of the demesne  in Pike Meadow.

Jones, William
Parbolt, Arthur
Taylor, William -
Trucman, John
Whiteside, Alice
Wilson, Richard

2 1 ac.
15 ac. Will. Parbolt
i.> ac.
32 ac.
i ac.
35 ac.

Eli:
Roi
J"l
Jor
The
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Robert Robinson 
Peter Maddock 
George Warrington 
Elizabeth \Varton 
William Wilson 
George Warrington 
Joanna Pendleton 
Robert Harrison

1762.

Robert Robinson 
John Robinson 

Peter Maddock

George Warrington 
J. Pendleton 
Robert Harrison

? 1777. 

Robert Harrison

Sam. Johnson 
John Warton 
Sam. Johnson

Peter Maddock

In addition to these were the demesne lands (including 
the Deer Park) and the mosses and common lands ; the 
acreages being respectively 1,064, 80, and 212. 1

There is but little to tell of the tenants' families. Some 
thing has been said of the Fells family in connection with 
Bidston Hall. The will of William Fells of Arrowe and 
Bidston, dated 28 December 1603, is interesting as 
showing that a school had been set going in the parish 
at that time. He mentions his wife Margaret, her son 
Henry Jones, and his daughter Cecily, but left his in 
herited lands to his brothers Stephen and Christopher. 8 
Stephen Fells married Jane Wright at Bidston 20 July 
1615, and their twin sons Henry and John were baptized 
4 May 1619 ; the latter is the John Fells who was tenant 
in 1665. His son Stephen Fell " of Overchurch " married 
Esther Charnock 12 January 1686/7. 3 Jonn I' CU him 
self lived in the corner house opposite the west end of 
the church, described in Christopher Tadpole as the 
" King o' Bells." There was no alehouse at Bidston in 
1560, but one is mentioned in 1750, so that it is not at 
all unlikely that there was one in existence in 1665, 4 for 
it will be noticed that Fells had only an acre of land, 
so that his maintenance must have come from some other

1 Statute acres. As a rule the Survey of 1665 gives also the Cheshire acres, 
which are more than twice the Statute acres. The fines and oilier local docu 
ments use the Cheshire measure.

2 \V. ! '. Irvine, Bidston Kegs., 16 ; West Kirby and Hilbrc, 253. 
3 Irvine, op. cil., 76. ' Ibid. 7y.
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source than the land. He was buried 12 April 1688. x 
Stephen Fells of Bidston was buried in 1720.

Henry Jones, the son (as above) of Margaret Fells by 
a previous husband, was buried I August 1619, had 
numerous children by his wife Katherine, the eldest 
being the William named in 1665. In his will he men 
tions his mother Margaret Fells ; the inventory attached 
amounts to £207, and mentions among other items " four 
hives of bees," worth 22s. 4^., and lands in Gregory's 
Croft, Moss Hey, Killcalf and Marled Hey. 2 In 1625 
William Johnes of Bidston (an infant) made a claim to 
the Lower House in Bidston, which had been granted to 
his father Henry by Lord Derby. 3 Gregory's Croft and 
Moss Hey were held by William Jones in 1665. William 
Jones was buried at Bidston 3 December 1670. His 
mother Margaret, by her will of 29 December 1623, left 
all her plate to her son William, then unmarried ; she 
had other children by Henry Jones. 4

The Wilsons have been mentioned in the account of 
the church and rectory as leading Nonconformists in the 
district. Richard Wilson was perhaps the brother of 
William Wilson of Claughton (dc - 1682), for he was 
uncle of John Wilson of Claughton, who died in 1692. 5 
His wife Ellen died in 1696. Thomas Wilson, his son 
(baptized in 1668), is commemorated by a house-plate.

W
T:H 
1697

Robert Wilson, of Bidston Hall farm, does not occur in 
the Kingston Survey of 1665, but as he had a son Daniel 
baptized at Bidston in the following year he probably 
came in at that time. He was a Nonconformist. He

1 I-'or a later John Fells, sec Poet, Liverpool in time of Q. Ainu', 35, 143.
1 Irvine, of>. cit., 2~j. 3 Chester Excheq. Deps., 15/40.
'Irvine, op. cit., 41. ' Ibid., 87,
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married Ellen, daughter of the William Taylor who was 
a tenant in 1665, and who by his will of 1678/9 left 
moieties of his holdings in Bidston and Claughton to 
Ellen for her life and then to her husband Robert Wilson.1 
Robert Wilson's will, dated i November 1697, has an 
interesting reference to the " lord's pew " in the church, 
for he desired

to be buried in the upper parte of that ile next the lord's pew 
up above the door that comes in from the north, in consider 
ation whereof I leave £5 to the poor of the parish of Bidston, 
the interest to be divided amongst the poor by the churchwardens 
yearly on the day I am buried.

He mentions his messuage in Bidston, the Bottom of the 
Carr in Moreton, lands held by lease from Sir Thomas 
Powell and Thomas Powell his late son and Winifred, the 
widow viz. Flabricks, Woollton Heys and the Great 
Mosse Hey in Woolton, Claughton and Grange ; of these 
his wife Ellen was to have a moiety, other provision being 
also made for her. He had sons Matthew, Daniel and 
Obadiah, a son-in-law Richard Cardwell and a daughter 
Hannah Gill, whose daughter Elizabeth Gill was to have 
£50 on reaching the age of 16 years, " if she live with 
her grandmother and please her." The son Obadiah 
was to have the tenement called " Harrison's." The two 
mills he held on lease were to be held by the three sons, 
they paying the £40 rent. The testator was buried 
3 March 1697/8, and his widow and executrix, who 
survived till 1703, proved the will on 9 April 1698. 
" Harrison's Tenement " was that next the east end of 
the parish church ; Obadiah occupied it in 1719.

Matthew Wilson, Robert his son and Rebecca his wife 
were all buried at Bidson in September and October 1709. 
Thomas Wilson of Bidston Hall was buried in 1730, and 
Grace the wife of Richard Wilson of Bidston Hall was 
buried in 1742.

1 Ibid., 63.
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Arthur Parbolt died in July, 1669, leaving his messuage 
to his eldest son William, on condition that he paid the 
debts and maintained Margaret the widow in sufficient 
meat and milk ; other children were John, Margaret, Ann, 
Ellen, and Alice. The will, dated in 1669, was not 
proved till 1675. J

John Trueman was buried at Bidston, u November 
1690. By his will, dated 9 June 1688, he left his husbandry 
gear to his son John ; other bequests were to his wife 
Mary, his son Samuel and his brother-in-law Joseph 
Kenion of Liscard. 2

The following notes of leases granted by Robert 
Vyner (d. 1777) will be of use for reference.

To George Warrington of Aighbright [Aigburth] the following 
lands in Bidston for a term of 65 years from February 1738/9; 
rent £21 :

ac. r. p.
The Lord's Moss .... 296 2 13 
The Greens . . . . . 28 i 30 
The Gregory Croft . . . . 4 2 33 
The Moss Ley . . . . 13 o 17

On condition that he should exclude the sea from the Lord's 
Moss.

This will fix the date for the erection of " Warrington's 
Bridge " across the upper end of Wallasey Pool, from 
Bidston into Wallasey.

To Thomas Watmough of Bidston the messuage called Bidston 
Hall with the lands following for 23 years from February, 1758 ; 
rent not stated :

ac. r. p.
The Deer Park . . . . 77 i 8 
The Corn Park . . . . 12 2 29 
The Hilly Copy . . . 8 3 33 
The Old Wood . . . .10116 
The Great Rushey Moor . . 3 i 30 
The Little Leigh Meadow . . i o 15

1 Irvine, op. cit., 57. * Ibid., 83.
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ac. r. p.
The Lady Meadow . . . 7 3 15 
The Little Kushey Nest Meadow .114 
The Rushcy Meadow . . . 13 i 26 
The 3 North Parks (being Meadow) 26 o o 
The Smith's Paddock (being Meadow) i -z o

At the same time Watmough had a lease of the wind 
mill on the hill, and another (as follows) had a lease of 
the Thwaits, etc., in the northern part of the township, 
lying to the west of the lands included in Warrington's 
lease, which was still in force.

To Thomas Rainford of Leawsow Side House, the tenement 
in Bidston called the New House, with appurtenances ; for 23 
years from February, 1758 ; rent not stated.

Black Meadow Vinne Thwait 
Great Thwait Marled Thwait 
Supper Field Tassies Thwait 
Four New Meadows Smith's Three Thwaites 
Two Warrens Middle Thwait 
Chief Part Corner Thwait 

and a close in Morcton called Moreton Reed.

A year later Watmough obtained a twenty-one years' 
lease of fields called Lower Oxholme and Great Pingle 
(late Daniel Rathbone's).

FORD.

The ford over the Fender brook on the road from 
Birkenhead to Upton gave its name to a hamlet which 
grew up there, quite separated from Bidston village, over 
a mile to the north, by the old deer park. The name 
appears in a plea of 1320 cited earlier. The following 
tenements seem to belong to it in the Derby rental of 
1521 : !

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., iv, 24.
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John Deanc (late Roger Dcanc) for a tenement and
19 ae. land in Le Forth. .... 295. 4^.

John Wykokson for a ten't and 10 ac. . . 105. od.
Thomas Mawry for a ten't and 4 ac. . . .75. od.
John Wilkokson (late Isabel Tyrehare) for a ten't and

2 ac. ........ 45. od.

The Deanes were long connected with this hamlet. 
Another John Deane, described as " of Bidston, gent.," 
made his will in 1633, in which he names his wife Ann, 
his sons Richard, Edward (under 21) and William, his 
daughter Ann Glegg, and his kinsman John Hatton. 
He was buried at Bidston on 29 July 1633. In the 
Commonwealth time Widow Deane of the Ford was in 
trouble as a " Papist." J The wills of Gilbert Blackburn 
of the Ford (1628) and his widow Jane (1642) are noted 
by Mr. Irvine ; " they left a son John and daughter Anne.

The Kingston Survey of 1665 names the tenants thus :

John Wilcox, 39 stat. acres
Richard Deane, 60   ,,
John Kathbone, 15 ,, ,,

Richard Deane 3 is probably the son mentioned in 
John's will. He was succeeded in course of time by Paul 
Kingston, Daniel Rathbone, and Gawen Burrows. Rath- 
bone and Burrows also acquired the Wilrox tenement, 
where a John Dean followed them. John Rathbone's 
holding in 1665 was later held by Henry Meols and by 
Hugh Speed (1777).

The map shows that Deane's house was on the north 
side of the road coming from Upton at the spot where 
the road crosses the railway. Rathbone's house was 
opposite to it on the south side, and Wilcox's next to the 
east of it.

1 Coin, for Compounding, G. 246, no. 37.
- liidslon Kegs., 43, 52.
3 Contemporary was Richard Dcanc, " of \Virral," \vlio was organist of 

Wrcxham Church and iDirricd Anne Roydon of Isycocd ; Three Roydon 
Families, 186.
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Richard Deane of Bidston died in Chester Castle, 
4 February 1667/8, " by the visitation of God." J He 
was succeeded by John Kingston : 2 the name is not a 
local one and he may have been some connexion of the 
Lord Kingston who held the manor for a time. By the 
will of John Kingston of Bidston, dated 28 June 1672, 
and proved 19 February 1674/5, £5 a year was left to 
his son Paul Kingston during the life of Mrs. Annie Deane, 
and £8 a year to his wife Mary, the executrix. 3 The 
Rental shows that the son Paul succeeded to the farm 
at Ford, 4 probably held on lease ; as " Mr. Paul Kinston 
of Chester " he was buried at Neston 30 June 1705. The 
much later Burrows occupation is commemorated thus 
by a house-plate on the outbuilding of a stone house with 
small mullioned windows on the north side of the road 
near the station : for Thomas and Sarah Burrows.

The Wilcox or Wilcockson family, like that of Deane, 
occurs in 1821. John Wilcock of the Ford was an 
executor in 1664. 5 Administration of the goods of Daniel 
Willcock of Bidston-cum-Ford was in 1673 granted to his 
widow Ellen ; sons Paul and Daniel had been baptized 
in 1667 and 1671. 6 John Wilcock of the Ford and Mary 
Day of West Kirby parish were married at Bidston in

1 Chester Crown Bks., 2i/5, f. 7<Jd. In 1670 depositions were taken as to 
his estate ; Chester Exchequer Bills, 16/80.

2 John Kingston of Ford was a deponent, 12 March if>67/8; Cheshire 
Sheaf, 3rd S., i, 37. From the Hearth Tax rolls it appears that he occupied 
Bidston Hall in 1663.

3 W. F. Irvine, Bidston AY.?.?., 6r.
' Katherine dan. of Paul Kingston of Ford was baptized at Bidston 30 May 

1679, and other children later.
' Irvine, op. cit., 54.   Ibid., 60.
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1685, and a house on the south side of the road to Upton 
has carved upon it

Administration of the goods of John Rathbone of 
Bidston, buried 28 October 1670, was granted 19 January 
1670/71 to George Bennett of Saughall Massie and John 
Rathbone of Upton. 1 Thomas Meols of Ford and Mary 
his wife occur in the registers in 1710 ; Mary was buried 
in 1725. Later occur William Meols (a churchwarden) 
and Alice his wife (1738) ; Thomas and Mary his wife

THE MILLS.

The windmill on the hill is drawn on the Kingston map 
of 1665, but is not mentioned in the Derby Rental of 
1521 or in the elaborate Kingston one of 1665. It is, 
however, mentioned in a lease of Bidston manor house, 
park, etc., by Margaret, Countess of Derby (mother of 
Earl William), made in 1596, and so came into the dispute 
between the representatives of Christopher Themel- 
thorpc and Sir John Egerton. 2 Again in 1609 " the 
windmill standing on the east side of the park upon the 
commons thereunto belonging " was included in a lease 
of the manor house, etc., made by Richard Kellie to 
William Fells of Arrowe. 3 The mills at Bidston and 
Upton are mentioned in Lord Derby's possessions in 
1647.* I'1 a n°te added to the Rental in 1756 appears :

Chief Rents : The mill (Watmough   crossed out)   £2 2s. 

from which it may be inferred that at some time after 
1656 the lord of the manor had sold the mill, or milling

1 Irvine, n/>. cit., 58. : Chester Exchequer Depns., 15 23.
3 \VirraI, -Y. and Q., i, 44. 'Com. for Compounding, G. 246, no. 37.
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rights, at a perpetual ground rent. In August 1758 
Robert Vyner granted to Thomas Watmough a lease of 
the windmill for twenty-three years. 1

The old mill of 1665 was a wooden " peg mill," the 
upper or working part revolving to meet the winds, and 
set on a foundation or cottage as base. " Although its 
position was absolutely unrivalled for wind, it was a very 
awkward place to get at from the farmer's standpoint, 
the village of Bidston standing 150 feet below, half a 
mile away to the north, while the only means of approach 
were by rocky, ascending paths or lanes." It stood 
about 40 yards to the north of the present mill; " the 
site can easily be made out, and consists of two trenches 
about 15 ft. long by 3 ft. wide, dug out of the solid rock 
and shaped like a Greek cross. These trenches, which 
were about 2 ft. deep, cross eacli other at right angles, 
and are now nearly filled up with earth, etc." During 
a heavy gale in 1791, the arms of the mill broke loose, 
and the resulting friction caused a fire which destroyed 
the mill. It was succeeded by the brick tower mill still 
existing. The arms and machinery were destroyed by 
fire in 1821 and again in 1839, and the mill ceased working 
in 1875. It was left to decay, and after losing three of 
the arms and most of the roof, was restored in 1894 by 
Mr. R. S. Hudson, who in return took away the remaining 
arm of the old mill and another, to have chairs made out 
of them. 2

In addition to the windmill there were in the eighteenth 
century slitting-mills for the manufacture of iron rods 
and rails, standing on Bidston Marsh at the head of 
Wallasey Pool above the " Half-penny Bridge," worked 
by the tidal water. They are mentioned in 1745 as 
occupied by John Penkett, and on his death in 1758

1 Kingston Rental.
2 From an article by E. Mitford Abraham in Trans. Ili^t. Soc., xix-xx 

(1903), 134-
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passed to his brother William, who still had them in 1765. 
They were worked in 1797 by James Talbot. At the 
same point was a corn mill. 1

There appears to have been some flooding caused by 
the dams and channels necessary for the working of these 
tidal mills, and the following notice appeared in the 
local paper :

This is to give notice that the landowners in Bidston parish 
will not allow any flood-gates to be set in the water-course that 
runs through Mr. Warrington's bridge. Any person that attempts 
to set cither clough or flood gates will be proceeded against 
according to law. 2

Mr. Warrington was lessee of the Lord's Moss at Bidston, 
and his bridge was where the footpath crosses the former 
course of the Birket, now filled up.

1 Trails. Hist. Sac., Ixxviii, 113. 2 Ibid., 115.
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Pole No.

49
5 0 {"i

»!
54

55|

Taylor, Wright & Co.
1 Bland & Challoner
2 James Battersby & Co. 
Cearns, Fish, & Crary
1 J. Bibby & Co. for foreign 

vessels
2 Ditto for Dublin Traders
1 Cropper, Benson & Co.
2 American Packets
3 New line of ditto
4 American vessels 
Rathbone Brothers
1 Cyrus Morrall
2 G. B. Brown

57 John Nelson Wood
58 Heyes, Litherland & Co.
59 Joseph Curwen
60 W. & S. Stokes
61 T. & H. Ripley

Pole No.
31 Robert McNeill & Co.

* John Barber
This Pole is not stationary.

32 Charles Turner
f-L H. Matthie & Hynde for

J Glasgow Traders 
33 1 2 Hugh Matthie & Son for

V foreign vessels
(i C. Horsfall & Co. for Brigs 

34 } 2 Ditto for Ships
j i W. Sharpies

35 | 2 R. F. Breed
36 W. M. Duncan & Son

(i James Brotherston & Co. 
37 1 2 Mellors & Russell
38 Evans & Trokes
39 Samuel Brown & Son
40 Bell, Lewtas & Co.

* Robin & King
The above Pole is not stationary. 

JJ. Crosthwaite & Co. 
4 ( N. Waterhouse & Son
42 Thomas Holt
43 T. & J Brocklebank

* W. Fairclough
This Pole is not stationary.

44 Henderson, Sellar & Co.
45 Acraman & Stitt
46 Fletcher, Yates & Co.

(i Thomas Dennison
J 2 Welch & Hudson 

4 ' I 3 Thomas Murray
^ 4 Joseph Jones & Co.

Pole No.
11 Hardman & Co. 

4(2 George & John Smith
/ i Gibson & Benson 

I5 \2 J. Corkhill & Co.
16 John Bolton
17 W. & J. Tyrer
18 I. & O. Bold 

f i Caleb Fletcher
19 \ 2 Do. for Baltic vessels
20 James Aikin
21 Parke & Halls

( i John Wright, Jun. 
22 1 2 Campbell & Mackie
23 A. J. Costa & Co.
24 Ebenezer Rae

(i Tinley & Holt 
5 \2 W. Robinson, Jun., & Co.

26 Charles Humberston & Co.
27 C. W. & F. Shand
28 T. Tattersall
29 C. T. Dunlevie, City of Lon 

donderry Steam Packet
(i Alex. Macgregor & Co. 

30-^2 Isaac, Low & Co.
(3 A. Parlane

Pole No.

4

5

7
8

9

10

ii

12

!3

i T. & W. Earle & Co.
2 John Sinclair
'i W. Barber

fl
rr

2 William Smith & Son a
,3 Ramsden & Booth

[ i Bolton & Ogden
(2 Thos. & J. D. Thornely
i J. Gladstone & Co.

. 2 J . Maury & Latham
Falkners, Ackers & Co.
i H. Lafford
2 Robert Williams & Co.
3 Moffat, Martin & Co.
4 John Winder
5 A. Dennistoun & Co.
6 Alston, Finlay & Co

/ 1 Murray Gladstone
(2 W. & J. Brown & Co.

-j 3 Ditto for New York vessels
4 Ditto for Philadelphia

1 packets
Livingston, Huson & Co

' i C. Tayleure & Co.
( 2 W. Rotheram
'i T. Booth & Co.
2 Lance & Son

^3 J. Halket

F

OLD LIGHTHOUSE AND SIGNA
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1 Snows 2 Brigs 3 Ships
N.B. Each board on the above

flagstaffs signifies one vessel, and for
more than four vessels of one kind,
a flag on its respective staff.

4 Men-of-War
5 Greenland ships 

Pole No.
( i J. Birch & Co.
12 Leece & Drinkwaters

2 Vianna & Jones 
( i William W. Mortimer

2 Sandbach, Tinne & Co.
3 Carron Co.'s Leith Traders
4 H. Dutchman
5 C. Lawrence
6 W. Kempe & Co.
7 Thomas Crowder
8 Edward Fleetwood's Isle 

of Man Packets
9 John O. Johnson & Co.

10 W. Rothwell
11 John Leigh
12 George Daney
13 W. Dowson's Whitehaven 

Traders
14 Post Office Steam Packets
15 Greenock & Isle of Man 

Steam Packets
16 W. A. Smith

1
2

3

4 
Pole

1
2

3

4

7
8

'
10

For Pilots
Anchors and Cables
G. Daney, vessels wanting a

Steam Packet 
Sir John Tobin 
No.

James Worrall & Co. 
City of Dublin Steam Packet

Co. 
Moss & Hampson
1 H. Craig's Aberdeen Traders
2 John Watson
1 J. & R. Thomson, foreign 

vessels
2 to Dumfries Traders
3 Coasters
Mersey and Clyde Steam

Packets
Holliwell & Highfield 
Barton, Irlam & Higginson
1 T. & R. Martin
2 Ditto for Dee vessels 
Tennent, Moore & Co.
1 George Green
2 Ravenscroft & Mondell
3 G. Thistleton & Son
4 W. Wellstood

17

Pole No.
12 J. & H. Gumming

1 Dixon, Anderton & Co.
2 St. George Steam Packet
3 Emerald Isle ditto
4 Lord Blayney ditto
5 St. David ditto
6 Bangor Steam Packets
7 Lee Steam Packet
1 J. Crowther, Newry Traders
2 E. Derby, New Co. Ditto
1 Richard Addison
2 T. & R. Petrie 

, Ji London Cheese Ships 
"  2 Samuel Richardson 
William Forde & Co. 
i Jacob Fletcher 

1 ° I 2 William Appleton 
19 William Ker 
2Q ] i John Cropper & Co. 

I 2 Thomas Hatton, Jun. 
(i W. Stewart, Belfast Steam 

21-i Packets 
(2 Foreign vessels

22 J. M'Crea
23 Geo. Barclay & Co.

28
29

33

Thos. Lee, Haynes & Co. 
W. S. Dixon
1 William Gibson
2 Dixon, Wain & Lace
1 Gibson & Brackenridge's 

Newry Traders
2 George IV Steam Packet 
Collman, Lambert & Co. 
J. T. & W. Hornby & Co.
1 Smith & Hutchinson
2 Joseph Williamson 
William Lockerby
1 Enterprise Steam Packet
2 M'Nair & Brebner
1 W. E. Porter
2 John M'Cammon
3 Shamrock Steam Packet
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