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THE ANCIENT CHAPEL OF TOXTETH PARK 
AND TOXTETH SCHOOL.

By Lawrence Hall.

Read 10 October 1935.

THE ancient Chapel of Toxteth lies at the foot of the 
hill at the southern end of Park Road, about 

21 miles from the Town Hall. The small burial-ground in 
which it stands has unfortunately been surrounded on 
two sides by buildings which, though useful, cannot be 
described as ornamental. The main entrance is from 
Park Road, and this has been recently improved by new 
railings and gates which lead into a court with the modern 
Meeting Room on the left, the older Chapel on the right, 
and steps facing the entrance which lead into the burial- 
ground. The Chapel is entered through a porch and 
vestibule which were erected in 1841 on the site of the old 
School. Another entrance is from the end of Ullet Road, 
where a gate gives access to the burial ground, and the 
Chapel can then be entered by a modern porch at the 
south end.

The Chapel itself is 31 feet in length and 25 feet in 
width. The pulpit is against the west wall between 
windows which look on to Park Road. There are galleries 
facing the pulpit and on each side of it. On the ground 
floor there is a passage through from north to south which 
is partly paved with tombstones. There are said to be 
burial vaults under two of the larger pews. The pews are 
of various shapes and sizes, and one of them has seats on 
three sides. The woodwork of the lower pews is partly 
covered with green baize. Upstairs the baize has all 
been removed, revealing panelling of different designs as 
well as some plain boarding,
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" On the 2nd June 1604 an Inquisition was held to enquire 
whether a certain parcel of ground called Toxteth Park was dis- 
parked and converted into husbandry or not. The Park was 
inspected by Commissioners who found that the ground was 
disparked and that there was not one deer in any part of it, and 
that the ground was divided and shared unto several tenants."

" Over twenty dwelling houses and two water mills occupied 
by various tenants had been erected and the Commissioners after 
diligent enquiry found that the Park had been converted to 
husbandry for twelve years and upwards."

These quotations are from Touzeau's Rise and Progress 
of Liverpool. 1

In the same year, 1604, a return was made consisting 
of

" certaine briefe observations truly gathered, partly by experi 
ence and partly from others, comprehending the whole estate of 
(the) Lancashire clergy, rightly divided into its six proper 
hundrethes, with the severall parishes contained in the same."

This return says that " there are many Parochiall Chap- 
pells, hamletts and forrests belonging to Lancaster, and 
far distant from their Mother Church," and further says 
that several of these are " within the Hundreds of Derby 
and Amounderness." Toxteth is one of these and is 
described as " A Hamlet without a Chappell." 2

It has been said that these early settlers came from the 
neighbourhood of Bolton. No doubt this is true of the 
Horrocks family and it may be true of others, but the 
Aspinwalls who were prominent in Toxteth from an early 
date came from the Ormskirk district, and several of the 
surnames of early Toxteth residents can be found in the 
early Walton Registers. The early settlers were Puritan 
in their sympathies, and while orthodox in their theology 
they disapproved of some of the forms and ceremonies of 
the Church. It is said, for instance, that Richard Mather, 
who was Minister at Toxteth from 1618 to 1634, never

1 Page 126.
* Hist. MSS. Comm., i4th Report, App., Part IV, pp. 6-8,
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wore a surplice. The usual explanation given why the 
Puritans nocked to Toxteth is that it was a secluded spot. 
A much more satisfactory explanation has been given by 
Mr. Robert Gladstone. Toxteth Park had from early 
times been connected in ecclesiastical matters with the 
Parish of Lancaster, and the law provided that every 
person should attend their Parish Church regularly or be 
subject to a fine. Places like Toxteth which were 
50 miles from their Mother Church were so few that it 
was apparently not worth while to legislate specially for 
them, and probably in these cases the difficulties of 
prosecution were just as great as the difficulties of 
church attendance.

I have never heard of any local record of the actual 
building of the Toxteth Park School or Chapel, and we 
have to go to a book of about forty pages published in 
Cambridge, Mass., in 1670, for our earliest information. 
This small book has an ample title The Life and Death 
of that Reverend Man of God, Mr. Richard Mather, Teacher 
of the Church in Dorchester in New England. It was 
published anonymously, but Dr. Increase Mather, the 
son of Richard, says in a preface that the author had 
access to all Richard Mather's papers. Mather was born 
at Lowton, a few miles from Warrington, and in the year 
1611 he was invited to Toxteth to teach ir the School 
which the inhabitants had erected. In 1618 he was 
invited to become their Minister, and local tradition has 
associated his ministry with the building of the Chapel. 
The life of Mather gives the date of his first sermon as 
the 3oth November 1618, which I am told was a Monday. 
He had not then been ordained, but this ceremony was 
performed later by Thomas Morton, Bishop of Chester. 
As Morton was translated to Lichfield 1 on the following 
6th March we can conclude that Mather was ordained 
within three months of his first sermon. These two dates,

1 Ormerod's Cheshire, Vol. i, p. 99, 2nd Edition.
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1611 for the School and 1618 for the Chapel, are all the 
information we get about the buildings from this life of 
Mather. The Toxteth Chapel had never been consecrated, 
and after the passing of the Toleration Act in 1689 it was 
certified and recorded as a meeting-place for Dissenters. 1 

I have had the opportunity of examining a collection of 
old Chapel papers dating from 1706 to 1856, of which 
previous writers on the old Chapel have made very scanty 
use. Among these papers is an extract from a return 
made by Sir Richard Molyneux, Baronet, Viscount Mary- 
burgh in the Kingdom of Ireland, on the 8th day of July 
in the year of our Lord 1718, of his Manors, Lands, 
Tenements, etc., in the County of Lancaster. The cover 
ing letter is dated from Croxteth, 30th March 1835, and 
is addressed to Mr. Francis Jordon, Mill Street, Toxteth 
Park, who had asked for it, and the extract is stated to be 
a literal copy from an old register. This is the extract :

" Park Chappell. 2 A Building within Toxteth Park called the 
Park Chappell in possession of and used by 
Mr. John Kennion as a place for divine 
service."

" Schoole. A Building thereto adjoining in Toxteth 
Park aforesaid in possession of and used by 
William Huddershall as a School house 
which they hold as tennants att Will with 
out any Rent."

I understand that under one of the Statutes of Limita 
tion, property held on these terms would in the absence of 
any notice to terminate the arrangement, ultimately 
become the freehold possession of the Minister for the 
time being. In the year 1827 the then Minister trans 
ferred the buildings and burial-ground to a body of 
trustees.

1 Hist. MSS. Comm. i4th Report, App., Part IV, p. 231. 
1 Chapel Papers, A 5. The Rev. John Kennion was the Minister from 

1699 to 1728,
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Among the papers there are seven plans of the Chapel, 
School and Burial-ground. Only two of these are dated, 
while one is on paper with a dated watermark. When 
the School was built in 1611 it was no doubt a single- 
story building, and a rough plan made in 1773 states that 
it was about 10 yards long. The Chapel was added about 
seven years later with its north wall against the south 
wall of the School. There is a statement about the 
Chapel made in 1803 by some who knew the old building 
" that it was originally built of rough stone set in clay." * 
We can safely assume that this also applied to the School, 
and that the local red sandstone was used. Clay was 
plentiful near at hand, but no limestone for making 
mortar.

Either at the time of building the Chapel or later a 
doorway was opened between the School and the Chapel. 
The 1773 plan also shows doors on the ground level at 
the south end, and another on the west side from the lane. 
Probably at the outset the congregation sat on plain 
benches, the pews being added gradually, perhaps at the 
expense of the families who occupied them. This was 
the case at Bridgwater in a chapel 2 built at the end of the 
seventeenth century.

One of the pew doors downstairs bears the date 1650 
with the initials D. M. This pew is a large one just below 
the pulpit, and is said to have been used for generations 
by members of the Mather family. In my young days 
it was still being so used. There was a Daniel Mather in 
Toxteth in the seventeenth century, as we learn from the 
Aspinwall Families in Lancashire. 3 In September 1672 
Samuel Aspinwall of Toxteth, watchmaker, made his will. 
He refers to his wife, Jane, and a sister Elizabeth 
Horrocks. The witnesses were Michael Briscoe and

1 B 7. In each case a letter and number refers to the Chapel Papers.
2 Unitarian Hist. Soc., Vol. II, " Pews and Benches," p. 133.
3 Pages 374 and 375.
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Thomas Crompton, who were both then Ministers at 
Toxteth. Samuel Aspinwall must have died quite soon 
after making his will, and his widow, Jane Aspinwall,1 
also made her will in September, and both wills were 
proved in October 1672. Jane Aspinwall left ^5 to be 
" equally bestowed on Mr. Michael Briscoe and Mr. 
Thomas Crompton for preaching my funeral sermon." 
One of the witnesses to this will was Daniel Mather.

I have obtained a report on the woodwork in the Chapel 
from an expert, Mr. John Maggs. He says that

" On the Mather pew is carved the date 1650, and, in my 
opinion, this is roughly the date of most of the woodwork of the 
pews. (That is referring to downstairs.) In the course of years 
numerous alterations have taken place. The pews appear to 
have been altered in size, shape and construction, and are not 
in the positions which they originally occupied. The iron hinges 
and the design of the panelling vary, although they are of the 
same period, and from this it would appear that all the pews 
were not constructed at the same time or by the same craftsman. 
To the extreme north and south of the pulpit there are two pews 
which are comparatively modern.

" The pulpit, judging by its condition, construction and design, 
seems to date around 1770 to 1800. There is an iron latch on the 
pulpit door which is undoubtedly of the early seventeenth century.

" The galleries have undergone extensive alterations at some 
period, and I am of the opinion that the north and south galleries 
are contemporary with the original Mather pew."

In referring to the galleries in this last sentence, Mr. 
Maggs is alluding to the panelled gallery fronts. The 
gallery pews are all much later, with the exception of the 
door dated 1700 and a few hinges.

In a paper on the " Toxteth Park Chapel in the Seven-

1 Until early in 1935 an old house was still standing in Aigburth Road, near 
Fulwood Park, with a date stone bearing the date 1666, from which the house 
has long been known as " The Three Sixes." The stone also had the letters 
A, with S and J underneath. It may be that the initials stand for Aspinwall, 
Samuel and Jane. The old date stone has been inserted in the wall of the 
new house.
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teenth Century," 1 a copy of which is in the Historic 
Society's Library, I referred to the tradition that Liver 
pool Nonconformists had worshipped at the Toxteth 
Chapel during the period of persecution after 1662, and 
quoted a report to the Bishop of Chester in 1669 which 
supports that tradition. I suggest that it was the 
presence of sympathisers from Liverpool and the 
neighbourhood after 1662 which made it necessary for the 
galleries to be added, probably at the expense of their 
friends from Liverpool.

We know from the 1773 plan that the north and south 
galleries were originally quite separate, and that the part 
of the gallery facing the pulpit must have been added 
either during the rebuilding of 1774 or later. Although 
the workmanship of the fronts of these two galleries is 
similar, there are differences in detail. The south gallery 
is deeper than the opposite one, and there is a distinct 
difference in the size of the panels. The south gallery 2 
starts with a pilaster close against the west wall, and the 
north gallery begins with a panel. There is also a slight 
difference in the levels. The 1773 plan shows an entrance 
on the north side leading from the School which could be 
used by the Minister as a vestry, and if the pulpit was 
also at the north end then the south gallery would be at 
the back of the Chapel. The 1773 plan calls the south 
gallery the " back gallery " and the north gallery is called 
the " front gallery." Access to these galleries was in 
each case by staircases outside the Chapel building, and 
these are described in 1833 by two men, John and 
Thomas Dickenson, 3 who had been scholars at Toxteth 
School before the re-building in 1774. Their statements 
are confirmed by the plan of 1773. At the south end of 
the Chapel there was a small piece of ground, apparently

1 Unit. Hist. Soc., Vol. V, pp. 376-8. (Pamphlet, pp. 28-30.)
2 North Gallery Panels, 49 inches by 21 inches. South Gallery, 37J inches 

by 2iJ inches.
3 Chapel Papers C 11.
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smaller than the Chapel itself, used as a burial-ground. 
There was an entrance from the lane to this, close to the 
Chapel, and facing this entrance was a stone staircase built 
against the south wall of the Chapel. At about the third 
step there was a door leading to the ground-level of the 
Chapel, and about ten more steps led to the way into the 
gallery. The north gallery was reached by a staircase 
inside the schoolroom and this one was made of wood. 
These two staircases were in different positions after the 
1774 rebuilding, and those now in the Chapel were later 
still.

This plan of 1773 is a very rough one, and is not drawn 
to scale. It does not mark any windows in the Chapel, 
and in the School it only shows windows at the back, 
which looked into a field, and these appear to have been 
protected by hurdles, possibly to keep cattle from poking 
their heads through the windows. Some approximate 
measurements are given which were more or less guess- 
work. The School porch is said to be " 2 yards long," 
while the School itself is put down as " about 10 yards 
long." If these measurements are right, the porch has 
been drawn about three times too large. The Chapel is 
said to be " about 15 yards long," while the present 
Chapel is less than u yards in length, excluding the 
later vestibule. On the east side of the Chapel there 
was a narrow strip of ground " 4 feet wide." The small 
piece of ground at the south end is marked " Chapel 
Yard " and it must originally have been only about half 
the size of the Chapel, as a section of it is inscribed, " this 
piece was given to the yard to bury the poor in." This 
1773 plan is endorsed " Rough plan of Toxteth Park 
Chapel and entrances to it as they stood A.D. 1773." It 
seems probable that the plan was made to keep a record 
of the arrangements in view of the extensive repairs that 
were becoming necessary.

This was a critical time in the history of the Chapel.
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The Minister, William Harding, was over 80 years of age 
and he was not altogether orthodox and some of his 
congregation were entirely orthodox. Mr. Harding sur 
vived for another three years. Toxteth Park was 
becoming less rural at that part of it nearest Liverpool, 
and one farm had been sold in lots for building. St. 
James's Church, which is in Toxteth Park, was opened 
about 1775. In 1774 both the Chapel and School were 
rebuilt or partially rebuilt. As regards the School, we 
have to rely upon comparison of the 1773 plan with a 
later one, as well as sundry references among the Chapel 
papers, and also to the sketch of the Chapel and School 
belonging to Mrs. Rathbone.1 The Chapel fortunately 
remains and tells us much, but some points are still 
obscure owing to the incompleteness of the plans and the 
absence of any reliable measurements. Dr. Raffles, who 
no doubt got his information from old Toxteth members 
who had seceded, or from their descendants, says " The 
Chapel first underwent considerable repairs, but these 
were scarcely completed when the walls began to give 
way, and it was found necessary entirely to rebuild it."2 
We shall see presently that this last statement is not 
confirmed by a circular issued by the Toxteth congregation 
which Dr. Nightingale quotes from Dr. Raffles's collection 
of manuscripts in his book on Lancashire Nonconformity. 
To continue Dr. Raffles's own account :

" So much had the building been neglected that, prior to the 
first repairs, bushes actually grew out of the walls and within 
the pews. After the completion of these repairs some incendiaries 
endeavoured to burn it down, but the combustibles which they 
had placed in one of the seats for that purpose happily did not 
ignite, though matches which had evidently been alight were 
found among them."

Dr. Nightingale, again quoting Dr. Raffles, says that " the

1 See p, 39.
2 Lancashire Nonconformity, Vol. 6, pp. 95.
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incendiaries were supposed to be Roman Catholics." 
Whoever they were, they seem to have been rather in 
competent. Dr. Raffles also states that the cost of 
rebuilding the Chapel was £217 us. 8d. Among his 
manuscripts is a copy of a circular * issued by the con 
gregation appealing for contributions towards this 
expense, dated I4th March 1775, as follows :

Whereas the Dissenting Chapel in Toxteth Park was in a very 
ruinous condition, insomuch that it was dangerous to celebrate 
worship therein, and it was thought necessary to rebuild the 
roof with the greater part of the walls ; and whereas the expense 
amounts to about two hundred pounds, which the Society of 
itself is not able to defray, We, the undermentioned, do in the 
names of the Congregation, hereby implore the assistance of our 
Brethen and fellow Christians.

(Signed by) 2 WILLIAM HARDING (Minister) 
JOHN RIGBY 
JONATHAN MERCER 
WILLIAM LASSELL 
DANIEL MATHER 
JOHN HOUGHTON

We the undersigned, being Protestant Dissenting Ministers in 
and about Liverpool, do recommend the case of the people of 
Toxteth Park Chapel to the attention of charitable and well- 
disposed Christians.

(Signed by) RICHARD HARRISON
ROBERT LEWIN
PHILIP TAYLOR
RICHARD GODWIN
H. KIRKPATRICK
NICHOLAS CLAYTON

(Knowsley) 
(Benn's Gardens) 
(Kaye Street) 
(Gateacre) 
JOctagon Chapel, 3 
\Temple Lane

This appeal, made by the Minister and five of his 
leading people within a short time of the rebuilding, and

1 Nightingale, Lanes. Nonconformity, Vol. 6, p. 266.
2 Some of the Christian names are abbreviated, and in the case of Mercer 

it is printed " Jno." but in Baines' Lancashire, ist edition, it is " Jon." A 
Jonathan Mercer is frequently referred to in the Chapel papers and by Dr. 
Nightingale, Vol. 6.

3 The Octagon Chapel was opened 1763 and closed 1776. See History of 
Hope Street Church, by H. D. Roberts, pp. 149-84.
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carefully worded with an attempt at legal phraseology, 
may be considered as a correct statement of what 
happened. It is said that " it was necessary to rebuild 
the roof with the greater part of the walls." That 
clearly implies that some part of the old walls was left. 
I have a distinct recollection of seeing many years ago 
a letter which the late Edward W. Cox wrote to my 
father, Robert C. Hall, in which he stated that in his 
opinion part of the east wall of the Chapel up to about 
the level of the top of the lower windows was part of the 
original building. Edward W. Cox was a noted local 
antiquarian and lived for many years in Toxteth, part of 
the time quite near to the Chapel, and his father was 
buried in the graveyard. There are features about this 
part of the wall still visible which confirm the theory that 
some of it is older than the south and west walls. In one 
place about 7 feet from the ground there is a course 
of stones between the window and the south-east corner, 
all of which are less in height than those of the course 
above, and have obviously been made smaller so as to 
bring them level with the top of the headstone of the 
adjoining window. A casual glance at the south and 
west walls will show that they are built with regular 
courses of stones of gradually diminishing sizes. The 
date " 1650 " over one of the lower windows on the east 
side has been recut within my recollection. It is much 
clearer than it used to be. I suggest that it was first cut 
in 1774 when the rebuilding took place, the date being 
suggested by that on the Mather Pew.

I now want to refer more fully to the statement made 
in 1833 by the two men John and Thomas Dickenson.1 
They describe themselves as yeomen and the sons of the 
late John Dickenson who " held a tenement under the 
late Earl of Sefton in the road or lane leading to Aigburth

1 C ii. i?th Dec. 1833. Thomas Dickenson died 8th Oct. 1846, and 
buried in Graveyard, aged 79.

D
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and Garston." It is possible that the hollow which 
crosses St. Michael's Road, the shore end of which was 
filled up when the Cheshire Lines Railway was made, and 
long known as " Dickenson's Dingle," received its name 
from this family. According to their statement these 
two attended the school adjoining the Chapel, although 
their father was a communicant of the Church of England, 
and they must have been about n and 8 years of age 
when the Chapel and School were rebuilt in 1774.

" They well remembered the interment taking place within 
the said school of persons belonging to the adjoining Congrega 
tion, and on occasions of a funeral a holiday was always given 
to the scholars ; that at this period the old Chapel was in exist 
ence and stood somewhere about the site of the present Chapel, but 
that the only access to the Galleries of the said Chapel was by 
means of outside stone steps at the South-east end, and at the 
North-west a staircase made of wood, and that this latter staircase 
actually passed through the School, this being at that time the 
only access to the Northern Gallery."

There are two points requiring some comment in this 
statement, the first, that the old Chapel stood somewhere 
about the site of the present one will be more conveniently 
dealt with later. The second one, about the position of 
the outside stone staircase at the south end, does not 
agree with the plan of 1773, in which the outside steps 
start at the south-west corner, while the Dickenson 
brothers said it was at the south-east corner. There are 
two other plans, J carefully drawn but undated, one of the 
schoolroom and the other of the Chapel yard at the 
south end of the Chapel. These are on similar paper and 
with the same handwriting on each of them, and as the 
one of the schoolroom is certainly after the rebuilding of 
1774, I think we can safely assume that the one of the 
Chapel yard is also. This plan gives the outside stairs 
at the south-east corner. While we can perhaps rely upon

1 School Plan, G 4. Chapel Yard Plan, G 5.
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the evidence of two boys of n and 8 years 1 about having 
a holiday when there was a funeral in the School their 
memory of the exact position of a staircase is likely to be 
affected by the fact that the position was changed at the 
rebuilding. There is what I believe to be a relic of the 
second outside stone staircase still to be seen in the outer 
wall. About 7 feet from the ground and between the 
south porch and the south-east corner is a stone 3^ feet 
in length while the other stones in that course are all less 
than i foot long. That this stone is the old step leading 
to the landing half-way up to the gallery I have not any 
doubt.

There is one problem connected with the rebuilding of 
the Chapel about which I have an open mind, and that is 
how to account for the irregular spacing of the windows 
on the west side. This is very obvious when looking at 
the Chapel from across Park Road, and is shown in the 
Rathbone sketch of the Chapel and School. The space 
from the south corner to the nearest window is about 
3 feet more than the distance from the north corner to the 
nearest window. Of course it is possible that the original 
building had the windows placed irregularly, but I do 
not think it likely. It is also possible that when the 
first gallery was put in the windows were altered so as to 
give greater depth to the gallery. There is, however, 
another alternative ; that the Chapel was enlarged at the 
south end in 1774 by about 3 feet, and that both galleries 
were originally of the same depth. The transverse beams 
peculiar to the south gallery may have been added to carry 
the weight of the gallery on to the extended south wall. 
One of these beams appears in the illustration facing 
page 29. We know from the 1773 plan that the north and 
south galleries were there before the rebuilding, and it

1 There are references to the Dickensons in the later Chapel papers, so the 
two sons may have been connected with the Chapel after they were grown 
up.



36 The Ancient Chapel of Toxteth Park

would not have been a very difficult thing to support 
them temporarily while the outer walls were being re 
built. If the lower part of the east wall was retained the 
difficulties would have been less. The two galleries are 
drawn almost the same size, but the south gallery is made 
a fraction deeper, but nothing like half as deep again, as it 
should be if that gallery is its original size. I have 
referred to the entrance from the lane into the Chapel 
Yard shown on the 1773 plan as close to the south-west 
corner of the Chapel, but this entrance has disappeared 
on the later undated plan l of the Chapel yard which 
shows an outer staircase in a new position. If the Chapel 
was extended 3 feet in 1774, then this entrance would 
have to go. The two Dickenson brothers in their sworn 
statement said that the old Chapel 2 " stood somewhere 
about the site of the present Chapel." If there was any 
change in the building line the south end was the most 
likely place, as there was the lane on the west and the 
School on the north, while on the east side there can have 
been no change if we are right in supposing that part of 
the original wall was left standing. While perhaps none 
of these arguments are very convincing if taken by them 
selves, yet altogether they make a fair case and would be 
more convincing if we could find a motive for enlarging 
the building by such a small amount as 3 feet. My father, 
who was born in Toxteth Park in 1825, used to attend the 
Chapel with his father, and he used to say that before 
the present vestibule and organ gallery replaced the Old 
School in 1841, the organ was in the south gallery at the 
south-west corner. We do not know when an organ was 
first introduced. The earliest reference I have found to 
one among the Chapel papers is in 1833, when the Rev. 
Charles Wicksteed,3 writing to Mr. Joseph Brooks Yates, 
complains of the difficulty caused by the volunteer 
organists being so irregular that the Minister does not

1 Plan, G 5. 2 C ii. 3 Cao.
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know until he gets to the Chapel on Sunday who is going 
to play the organ, and on some occasions it happens that 
there is no player at all. It does seem possible that an 
extension of the gallery was needed to provide room for 
an organ, and if that was so it also gives a reason for 
moving the outer gallery steps from the south-west to the 
south-east corner.

Before dealing with the further story of the Chapel 
building I must bring School matters up to date. The 
School was built in 1611 and Richard Mather was the 
first schoolmaster, but how long he continued as master 
after becoming minister in 1618 we do not know. He was 
married in 1624 and went to live at Woolton. In the 
Lancashire Chancery Records there is a reference to a 
schoolmaster of Toxteth named George Wharledale in 
the year 1625. 1 Mather left Toxteth and went to 
America in 1635. In 1649 Samuel Slater, teacher at 
Toxteth Park, signed a petition z urging that Colonel 
Moore should be made Governor of Liverpool. Calamy 
says that in 1662 many schoolmasters were ejected and 
mentions as one of them George Astley of Toxley Park. 
The recently published Calamy Revised says that Astley 
was still at Toxteth in 1668. In 1718 William Huddershall 
was the master, 3 and there must have been others both 
before and after him whose names are lost. When the 
Dickenson brothers were at the school round about 1770 
a John Ashton 4 was there and they give the names of his 
successors.

Up to 1773 the School was probably a single-story 
building. North of the School was the School yard, 
in one corner of which was the porch leading into the 
schoolroom. The 1773 plan shows one staircase inside 
the building marked as " Stairs to Gallery," and as no

1 Hist. Soc. of L. avid C., Vol. 77, 1925, p. 156,
2 Moore MSS., Picton Lib., 341.
3 A.C.T.P., by V. D. D., p. 43. Also Chapel Papers A 5. « C u.
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other stairs are shown the assumption is that there was 
no upper floor. We know from the Dickenson statement 
that occasionally there were burials in the School and that 
on those days there was a holiday. In two later plans 
of the School, 1 one about 1833 and the other made by the 
Master, Charles Whiteside, on the i4th March 1835, 
there are four graves marked in the schoolroom, 
approximately in the same positions, and the names given 
in both plans agree. There is another plan of the School 
room which is undated, but is certainly after the rebuilding 
of 1774 and prior to the plan of 1833. This plan is 
marked " A plan of the Sepulchres in the Park School " ; 
it is not a plan of the building 2 but only of the school 
room, and at the end nearest to the Chapel is marked 
" Partition Door," and there was no partition before the 
rebuilding. The floor of the schoolroom is divided into 
twenty oblong spaces, and these have evidently been sold 
as burying-places to those persons who are named on the 
plan. Four of these are put down to one person, six 
others have two each, and four have one each. 3 When the 
appeal was sent out in 1775 for help in paying for the 
rebuilding of the Chapel, no reference was made to the 
rebuilding of the School, and I have found no allusion in 
any of the Chapel papers, except in the Dickenson state 
ment, to the rebuilding or any reference to how the cost 
was met. A possible solution is that the money came 
from the sale of these sepulchres. Few of them, however, 
appear to have been used, as the two plans of the school 
room made in 1833 and 1835 agree in showing only four 
graves, and the 1835 plan was made after the last burial 
had taken place.

The Dickenson brothers, when referring to the School

1 G 2 and G 3.
2 Plan G 4.
3 John Burgess has four. Thomas Whitfield, Peter Parks, Mr. Croft, Mr. 

Danvers, Mr. Aspinwall and Peter Kenyon have two each. Daniel Whitlow, 
John Brooks, Will Gandy and Richard Wainwright have one each.
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House,1 say that it was " rebuilt or raised " on the same 
site and

"that the present porch or entrance to the ground floor of the 
Chapel was constructed at the time above mentioned; that the 
present vestry and the stairs now leading inside to the North 
Gallery were constructed at the same time."

From the plan of 1833 one might conclude that the 
passage, vestry and north gallery stairs were in the 
Chapel building, but in one of the Chapel papers there 
is another reference to this arrangement which makes it 
quite clear that the space containing the passage,2 the 
vestry and the north gallery stairs was partitioned off 
from the schoolroom. This is confirmed by the position 
of the porch in the Rathbone sketch.

When the School " was rebuilt or raised," to quote the 
Dickenson brothers, it was not only increased in height 
but lengthened to the north, providing a residence for the 
master or caretaker. It certainly was not occupied by 
the master in 1833, as we shall see later. 3 The Rathbone 
sketch shows the School after the 1774 rebuilding some 
time after, as the outer stairs at the south-east corner 
have gone. Up to a point, the details in this sketch 
agree with Whiteside's plan, but I should imagine that 
the doors are drawn too large, and there does not seem 
enough space for the schoolroom between the Chapel door 
and the School door.

We do not know whether the east gallery was added 
in 1774 or not. I am inclined to think it was later, The 
amount of the bill for the rebuilding seems too moderate, 
and there does not seem to be justification for any enlarg 
ing at that time. All the tablets in the Chapel itself are 
of later date than 1774, but there is one in the porch which 
I believe was originally a flat gravestone in the School, 
over the grave of Thomas Whitfield who died in 1720, and

C ii. ? See p. 44.  43. ? See p. 43. C 14.
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other members of his family. A second tablet removed 
from the School will be referred to later.

There is another relic of the old Chapel before the 
rebuilding, and that is the bell which bears the date 1751. 
There is a reference to it in an article by Mr. F. H. 
Cheetham in Volume 40 of the Transactions of the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society. Mr. 
Cheetham says that " There is no maker's name or initials, 
but the numerals composing the date are similar to those 
used by Luke Ashton, Founder of Wigan, and the bell can 
safely be pronounced as one of his." 1

At the time the Chapel was rebuilt, the Minister, Mr. 
Harding, was over 80 years of age, and the question of a 
colleague or a successor came up. The majority of the 
congregation were in favour of the Rev. Hugh Anderson, 
and he was invited in January I776.2 He was ordained 
as Minister of Toxteth on the ist October 1777, but had 
actually begun his ministry the previous year. The 
ordination took place at Kaye Street Chapel and the Rev. 
John Yates, the recently appointed Minister of that 
Chapel, 3 was also ordained, the service being conducted 
by Dr. Enfield formerly of Benn's Gardens Chapel, 
assisted by Ministers from Gateacre, Ormskirk and 
Knowsley. The appointment of Mr. Anderson was not 
approved by some of the congregation and secessions 
followed. Some of the seceders, as the Chapel papers 
show, were not actually residents in Toxteth and they, 
together with some Liverpool friends, erected the Chapel 
in Newington, which was the subject of a paper by Mr. 
Henry Peet at a meeting of this Society two years ago, 
and printed in the last volume of Transactions.*

The association of Mr. Anderson and Mr. Yates at their

1 A slip of paper pasted in an old Minute Book confirms that the bell was 
made by Luke Ashton.

2 A 7. " A 12. 
4 Vol. 85, 1933. Also see Vol. VI of Dr. Nightingale's Lancashire Non 

conformity, pp. 139 to 156.
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ordination service is of interest as the beginning of a long 
connection between the Yates family and the Ancient 
Chapel. This connection has recently been com 
memorated by the erection of new gates at the Park 
Road entrance and improvements in the lay-out of the 
ground between the old and the modern buildings. The 
father of the Rev. John Yates had been a schoolmaster, 
and all the Yates family showed a great interest in 
educational matters in Liverpool. It was not, therefore, 
surprising to find that the Rev. John Yates was interested 
in the Toxteth School, especially as he had become a 
considerable owner of land in the neighbourhood. Yates 
had married a daughter of John Ashton of Woolton Hall, 
and some of her money was invested in land round about 
the Dingle. In a privately printed book 1 about the 
family of John Yates it is stated that this land was 
purchased about the beginning of the nineteenth century. 
The land Yates bought was purchased from his descend 
ants by the late Joh.n Roberts in 1890 and his solicitors 
have kindly allowed the deeds to be examined, and I have 
been told that the purchases extend from the year 1788 
to 1809. The land lay between Aigburth Road and the 
Mersey, and if Dingle Lane and Rosslyn Street were con 
tinued to the river that would roughly give the boundary. 
In course of time several of John Yates' married sons 
and a married daughter were living near him on this 
estate. The Rev. John Yates lived for many years in a 
house that stood near the site of the Turner Memorial 
Home, and probably it was after he went there that the 
incident occurred related by the Rev. V. D. Davis in his 
account 2 of the Chapel, when some of the seceders or 
their followers had attempted to regain possession of 
the Chapel " only to find the Rev. John Yates already

1 " Memorials of the Family of the Rev. John Yates," the Aftermath, p. 
19.

2 Page 44.
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in the pulpit, arrayed in gown and bands, brought there 
through the faithful watchfulness of the sexton."

We learn from an old scrap of paper J what the School 
terms were. This is dated 1805 and nine persons were 
present when these were agreed upon. There was an 
entrance fee of zs. 6d. Reading was taught for 55. per 
quarter to either boys or girls. Writing was js. 6d., and 
Accounts, being, I suppose, more difficult, was zos. 6d. 
There was also a charge of 2s. 6d. each for Fire Money. 
Among the names of those present are some who were 
probably not active members of the Toxteth congregation, 
but were sympathetic and connected with the Liverpool 
or Gateacre Chapels. One of these, Dr. Peter Crompton, 
lived at Eton House, Wavertree, and later at Allerton, 
and was well known in Liverpool. Another, William 
Rathbone, would be the great-grandfather of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hugh Rathbone, and could be considered as a Toxteth 
Park resident as Greenbank was just within its boundaries. 
The Rev. John Yates was also present, and though by 
this time he had very substantial interests in Toxteth 
we cannot be sure that he was then actually living on 
his property.

I have referred to an undated plan of the burial-ground 
south of the Chapel which shows an outside staircase at 
the south-east corner leading to the south gallery.2 I 
cannot find out when that was removed, but there is a 
plan on paper with a watermark date 1831 which shows 
the inside stairs to the south gallery. 3 I believe that plan 
was made in 1833. There is a letter to the Chapel Chair 
man, 4 Joseph B. Yates, from the Rev. Charles Wicksteed, 
dated 28th January 1833, about various matters and 
which contains this sentence : "I send with this letter as 
correct a plan as I could make of the graves in the Chapel 
and the Schoolroom." Written in the margin in another 
hand are the words " Not sent." It was probably sent

'Bi. 2 G5, »G2. <C 2 o,
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later, and is the plan which is now attached to a foolscap 
sheet 1 headed "An account taken I3th March 1833 of 
the graves inside T.P. old Chapel." I think we would be 
right in saying that the outer stairs were removed prior 
to 1833. This plan only shows the ground-floor arrange 
ments and does not mark the galleries. One feature about 
it is that instead of a table below the pulpit there is a 
reading-desk.

A letter 2 written about this time by the Chapel Chair 
man, Joseph B. Yates, indicates that School matters were 
not going very well. The letter is addressed to the 
Committee for Managing the Affairs of the Toxteth Park 
Township, and is dated 3rd June 1833 :

"The Congregation assembling in the Ancient Chapel of this 
Township have requested me to address you on the subject of 
the School attached to it, which appears to them to have long 
been in a state very disgraceful to the neighbourhood and to all 
parties connected with it.

There is sufficient to shew that a School has existed on the 
spot for upwards of 200 years, but in what degree the control and 
management of it has rested with this Congregation and in what 
degree with the Township we are unable to state. With regard 
to the legal tenure of the building, we are advised that it is in 
the same parties in whom the Chapel itself is vested. 3 As, how 
ever, the sole object we have in view is to benefit the rising 
generation, and as your own wishes must doubtless tend in the 
same direction, we should be willing to unite with you in leaving 
all debatable points to be adjusted by legal arbitration, or by any 
other fair and reasonable means. To this end the disorderly 
persons who have illegally got possession ought to be removed ; 
a Mistress ought to be appointed, and it should be decided whether 
the present Master does or does not efficiently perform his duties. 
In furtherance of these objects the Congregation would be most 
happy to co-operate . . ."

(Signed) J. B. YATES, Chairman."

Among the Chapel Papers there are references to some 
of the points mentioned in this letter, but one fact comes

1 B 27. 2 C 14. 3 Chapel Trust Deed, igth May 1827.
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out in these papers to which Mr. Yates makes no reference. 
It seems that about sixteen years previously the Toxteth 
Township authorities,1 recognizing that the School ful 
filled a public purpose, contributed ^47 to the cost of 
repairing the School roof.

Negotiations proceeded very slowly 2 and at the be 
ginning of 1835 a matter arose which gives us some of our 
information about the School building. A Miss Elizabeth 
Kennion, whose family had formerly been connected with 
the Chapel, died at the age of 71. It is quite likely that 
she was a descendant of the Rev. John Kennion, who 
was Minister there from 1699 to 1728. Miss Kennion was 
a member of Dr. Raffles's congregation at Great George 
Street Chapel and had desired to be buried in the family 
grave in the Toxteth School. A memorial stone which 
from its shape must have been placed originally on the 
wall of the school now stands in the north porch of the 
Chapel. When Miss Kennion died in January 1835 the 
Minister, the Rev. Charles Wicksteed, had been given 
leave of absence to enable him to join Mr. and Mrs. R. V. 
Yates 3 in a tour on the Continent. It was therefore 
arranged that Dr. Raffles should take the service in the 
Chapel. It is plain from the papers that have been kept 
that the Chairman, Mr. J. B. Yates, and the Secretary, 
Mr. Robert Fletcher, were extremely anxious that there 
should be no hitch or difficulty about the proceedings. 
Owing to changes made during the 1774 rebuilding it 
appears that it was no longer possible to carry a coffin 
direct from the Chapel into the School. A paper in the 
handwriting of J. B. Yates explains that some of the 
partition 4 between the vestry and the schoolroom had to 
be taken down and an old doorway opened again. It is 
this document which makes it quite clear that the passage, 
vestry and gallery stairs had all actually been in the

'Ci7. * C 6, n, 17, 18, 36, 37. 3 C 38. 
 C43-
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School building and not in the Chapel. This was the last 
burial to take place within the School.

The negotiations with the Toxteth township authorities 
dragged on, and finally a committee recommended that 
" provided £40 be paid to the Overseers for the use of the 
Poor, the Committee will not oppose the Chapel Com 
mittee in taking and keeping possession of the School- 
house 1 so long as it is kept open for the education of the 
poor of all denominations." However, when this was 
brought before a general meeting it was negatived. This 
was in March 1834, and how matters developed sub 
sequently is not clear, but in March 1835 the Master, 
Charles Whiteside, prepared a plan which is endorsed 
" Rough plan of School House 2 for the purpose of show 
ing the position of the graves therein." This plan was 
made nearly two months after the last burial in the 
School, and exactly why it was wanted we are not told. 
In the meantime other and larger schools had been 
established nearer to the increasing population of Toxteth 
Park. One of these, the Harrington School, had been 
established by the efforts of the Rev. John Yates and 
members of the congregations at Paradise Street and 
Renshaw Street Chapels. The old Toxteth School had 
no room for development unless it moved elsewhere, but 
the only document which throws any light on its final 
stages is a pathetic letter from the Master " to the Com 
mittee of the Ancient Chapel, Toxteth Park," dated 
" December 1840 " :

GENTLEMEN, Finding it impossible to go on with my School 3 
from infirmity and losing all my Scholars, I am under the necessity 
(of) resigning my situation as Master, which I have now been for 
37 years. I am your obedient humble servant,

(Signed) CHARLES WHITESIDE.

Some agreement must have been reached with the 
Township Committee as their Clerk writes * on gth March

>G3. 3 D 16. *D33.
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1842, applying for the payment of the £40 agreed to be
paid. In 1841 the old School had disappeared and the
present porch and vestibule, with vestry, organ gallery
and staircase were erected. The two memorial tablets
on the walls of the porch are the only relics of the old
School building. This addition to the Chapel building
involved other changes. The organ would be moved
from the south gallery to its present place, the old organ
being much smaller than the present one. The large
archway which reaches from the ground level up to the
gallery must have been opened out at this time, replacing
two doorways, one on the ground floor and the other in
the gallery. I suggest the possibility that while these
changes were in progress the cross gallery facing the pulpit
was added. When this change was made it is practically
certain that as much as possible of the old material of the
discarded part of the old gallery fronts was utilised, thus
giving the galleries the appearance of all dating from about
the same period. The 1773 plan plainly shows that the
cross gallery was not there at that date. I have come
across no reference to the pews being first covered with
green baize. In some of the downstairs pews old panelling
is covered up. The baize in the gallery pews was removed
some years ago.

TABLETS IN THE CHAPEL.
There are a number of memorials in the Chapel to 

former members, and two of these may be of interest to 
the Society. One of these is a small brass which has been 
removed from a gravestone in the aisle and framed in 
oak, and is now on the west wall. It records that 
" Edward Aspinwall of Tochsteth Parke, Esquire, de 
parted this life in March the twentieninth, A.D. 1656." 
Then follows the well-known quotation from Corinthians, 
" It is sown a natural, it is raised a spiritual body." This 
Edward Aspinwall was the grandson of an Edward
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Aspinwall who was a prominent Puritan in Toxteth when 
Richard Mather first came to Toxteth. The Edward 
Aspinwall who died in 1656 had married a sister of Sir 
Gilbert Ireland of Hale, and their son Gilbert Aspinwall 
inherited his uncle's estates at Hale. If anyone is 
interested in knowing how the present Marquis of Salis 
bury is descended from Edward Aspinwall they will find 
it in Mr. Stewart-Brown's Monograph on " Isaac Greene, 
a Lancashire Lawyer of the i8th Century." The second 
tablet, the inscription on which is printed below, 
was erected in 1891 to the memory of Jeremiah 
Horrocks, the famous astronomer, who was born in 
Toxteth about the time that the Chapel was built, and 
died there in 1641. The Lower Lodge, Otterspool, in 
which Horrocks was born was demolished about 1862, and 
stood on the site of Otterspool Station.

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED

To the Memory of
JEREMIAH HORROX,

Who foretold, and was the first to observe
the Transit of Venus across the Sun's disc

on the 24 Nov. 1639. 
He also made other valuable discoveries

in Astronomy. 
He was born in Toxteth Park, near Otterspool,

about 1618,
and died there 3 January 1641.

It is believed that before going to Cambridge,
he was a pupil of the Rev. RICHARD MATHER,

the first minister of this Chapel,
and that within its precincts

he was buried.

GRAVESTONES IN THE BURIAL GROUND
There are several memorials in the graveyard to former 

Ministers of the Chapel and also of Ministers of the kindred 
congregations now worshipping at Ullet Road and Hope 
Street Churches. From quite early times the Toxteth
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Chapel burial-ground has been open to members of these 
congregations. There does not seem to have been any 
restriction, however, because there is a list of " Graves 
sold in the new Burying Ground " which was given by the 
Earl of Sefton in 1795, as recorded by Charles Whiteside. 1 
This list begins in 1795 and the last entry is 1816, and on 
this list we find that on 5th July 1803, the Herculaneum 
Pottery Association paid £5 for three graves, and in 1805 
the Herculaneum Club paid £8 8s. for two graves. There 
is still to be seen a small stone 18 inches by 12 which 
was evidently placed to mark the position of some of 
these graves. On it can be read :

The Herculaneum 
Pottery Benefit Soci 
ety Burial Ground 
Four Graves Breath.

The mason was not very good at spacing his letters, and 
in this and in some other instances his method of dividing 
the words is curious. In this case when he got to the end 
of the last line he left out the " d " in breadth, perhaps 
because there was no room.

On the list I have referred to, the smallest amount paid 
is in October 1803, when £i us. 6d. was paid for a grave 
for Mr. Horwood. This is the inscription :

Sacred
To the Immortal Memory of R. 
Horwood, who with great Inge 
nuity & Indefatigable Industry 
designed and executed the celebra 
ted Plans of London & Liverpool. 
He died Octr. 2d. 1803 Aged 45 years.

Horwood's celebrated Plan of Liverpool was published in 
July 1803.

REGISTERS.
The present Register of Burials begins with a copy of 

the original one which was sent to Somerset House in 1857.
1 See p. 50.
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The first entry was in March 1785. The original Register 
of Baptisms was begun in 1778 and this was also sent to 
London. In both cases the copies are certified as correct 
by the Minister at the time and by the Secretary of the 
Non-Parochial Registers Commission. These two Regis 
ters are bound in one volume. There is an account of the 
original Registers in the Transactions of the Unitarian 
Historical Society, Volume III.

THE NAME OF THE CHAPEL.

The Chapel of course has not always been called the 
Ancient Chapel of Toxteth, and in its early days it was 
either Toxteth Park Chapel or The Park Chapel. The 
first use of the term Ancient Chapel which I have found 
is when the Rev. Charles Wicksteed was invited to 
become the colleague of the Rev. Hugh Anderson, who 
was about 85 years of age. This was in July 1831, and 
in the invitation signed by the members of the congrega 
tion the Chapel is called the Ancient Chapel of Toxteth, 
while Mr. Anderson in supporting the invitation refers 
to it as " The Park Chapel," and this title is the one used 
on the leather back of the Burial and Baptismal Register 
which dates from 1857. I suggest that it was the opening 
of the Congregational Chapel in South Hill Road nearby 
early in 1831, an offshoot from Great George Street Chapel, 
and the predecessor of the Congregational Church at the 
corner of Ullet Road and Aigburth Road, which led the 
older congregation to adopt the name " Ancient Chapel 
of Toxteth."

THE ANCIENT CHAPEL OF TOXTETH BURIAL-GROUND.
The very rough plan of the Chapel and School made in 

1773, the year before the rebuilding, shows a strip of 
ground 1 marked as " 4 feet wide " on the east side of the 
Chapel; and to the south a space smaller than the Chapel

1 Plan G i.
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itself, marked " Chapel Yard," and part of this is taken 
up by the stone steps to the south gallery. About one- 
third of the whole yard at the southern end is marked off 
as having been " given to the yard by Mr. Sutton to 
bury the poor in."

Our next information about the growth of the Chapel 
Yard is derived from the plan of the School buildings 
made by the schoolmaster, Charles Whiteside, in March 
1835. This plan 1 shows that a little less than half of the 
School building was used as a residence, and that behind 
the residence was a square piece of ground which White- 
side says " was given by the Earl of Sephton forty years 
ago or upwards for a garden to the house of Park School 
when rebuilt." The plan also shows a larger piece of land 
behind the School and the Chapel, with its eastern 
boundary in a line with the eastern boundary of the first 
plot. This larger piece is described on the plan as " for a 
Burial Ground to be put to the Burial Ground of the 
Chapel Yard, on account of it being so small, at the time 
the top piece of land was agreed to be a garden."

The School was rebuilt in 1774, and forty years before 
the plan was made would take us back to 1795. Among 
the Chapel papers is a " List of Graves Sold in the New 
Burying Ground in Toxteth Park Chapel Yard." 2 This 
list contains fifty-one entries, beginning with 8th August 
1795, when two graves were sold to the Executors of 
James France, Esq., for £10 zos. James France was a 
prominent member of Paradise Street Chapel, and he 
died on the 2ist July 1795. A monument to his memory 
was put up in Paradise Street Chapel, and this is now in 
Hope Street Church. There are other names on this 
list which can be identified as members of Paradise Street 
and Benn's Gardens Chapels. The last entry is 27 August 
1816. There is also a plan, 3 not very correctly drawn, 
showing the graveyard with this addition and with names

1 Plan G 3 . 2 An. 3 G.;.
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to each grave. In that part of the plan which corresponds 
with the gift of Lord Sefton in 1795, most of the names 
agree with the list of 1795 to 1816.

A further piece of land appears to have been purchased 
from Lord Sefton in 1802, and vested in Trustees, some of 
whom were also Trustees for some of the Chapel Endow 
ments, and some of these Trustees were among the dis 
contented party. From various letters written during 
1834 it appears that this land 1 had not then been actually 
added to the burial-ground from which it was separated 
by a wall, and some of the Trustees seem to have looked 
upon it almost as their private property. Mr. Joseph 
Brooks Yates took the matter up on behalf of the con 
gregation with the Earl of Sefton's solicitor, who after a 
delay of ten months replied that he had been unable to 
find the draft of the conveyance, but giving his recollec 
tion of the matter which is of sufficient interest to quote : 2

" I well remember that the object of the purchase was to 
increase the Burial Ground, and for the general accommodation 
of the Park Chapel, the application was made to me by . . . 
residents in the Park, and it was not thought necessary to declare 
any particular Trusts, as the Conveyance was to be made to 
several of the Congregation who were acquainted with the objects 
of the purchase, and as the parties were particularly desirous to 
save expense. I very well remember being present when Lord 
Sefton executed the conveyance, and at that time there were at 
least four or five of the parties present who were interested in 
the purchase, and between the signing of the deed and the pay 
ment of the money, one of them . . . observed to Lord Sefton 
that as the purchase was for a public purpose they hoped he 
would make some deduction from the purchase money he 
replied that they had the land very cheap, and put the money 
in his pocket, but whilst doing so, they hoped he would pay for 
the deeds, which he silently declined."

Before this letter had been received from the solicitor 
a member of the congregation, Mr. Francis Jordan, had

1 Papers,  25, 26, 27, 33, 34.
2 C 34, 3rd Dec. 1834.
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evidently written to Lord Sefton on the matter, and 
received this reply :

LONDON, May 2nd, 1834. 
DEAR JORDAN, 1

I have no recollection whatever of the transaction to which 
your letter refers, but Norton & Co. or Lathbury must be able 
to give you the information you require. The House of Lords 
will evidently defeat the Disfranchising Bill. I intend being at 
Croxteth the end of next week for a few days.

Yours truly,
(Signed) SEFTON.

In the Chapel papers there are numerous references to 
this " slip of land " which led me to the conclusion that 
the land bought from Lord Sefton was actually the part 
of the burial-ground which has been associated with 
Richard Vaughan Yates. To prove this from the Chapel 
papers referred to would have been a lengthy business and 
have involved details of old disputes which are better 
forgotten. The Chapel Treasurer, who is also Managing 
Trustee for the Burial Ground, has kindly allowed me to 
examine the actual deeds which make the matter quite 
plain. The original purchase so graphically described 
by the solicitor in 1834 took place on the I4th October 
1802. Of the ten purchasers,2 one lived in West Derby, 
three in Wavertree, one in Liverpool and the other five in 
Toxteth Park. One of the Toxteth residents, William 
Lassell, is described as a clockmaker, and was probably 
the maker of the Chapel clock, which bears the name of

1 C 35. Mr. Lathbury was Lord Sefton's Agent in Toxteth.
2 Jonathan Mercer, West Derby, Yeoman. 

Joseph Mercer, Wavertree, Yeoman. 
Joseph Mercer, Junior, Wavertree, Yeoman. 
William Mercer, Wavertree, Yeoman. 
William Lassell, Toxteth Park, Clock Maker. 
Thurstan Lassell, Toxteth Park, Wiredrawer. 
William Lassell, Junior, Liverpool, Woollen Draper. 
James Balmer, Toxteth Park, Yeoman. 
Joseph Balmer, Toxteth Park, Yeoman. 
Robert Balmer, Toxteth Park, Yeoman.
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Lassell. As the lawyer said in his letter to Mr. Yates, the 
conveyance does not declare the object of the trust. The 
price to be paid was " Forty Pounds of lawful money." 
A further deed dated 3rd December 1825 conveys the same 
piece of land from the survivors and legal representatives 
of the purchasers of 1802 to Thomas Blackburn, a Liver 
pool surgeon, who, we learn from another source, had 
married a member of a family J which had four representa 
tives among the original ten trustees and none of whom 
lived in Toxteth. Thomas Blackburn paid £70 for the 
land. In the meantime the Chapel people looked upon 
this ground as theirs, and several burials took place in it. 
Mr. Blackburn thought it was his and objected.

The increase in the price at which this land was trans 
ferred, from ^40 to £70, and a still further increase when 
Mr. Blackburn finally parted with it some years later, 
can, I think, be explained. It does not follow that the 
sellers each time made a profit on the transaction. Some 
burials had taken place in this piece of land, and it seems 
possible that some plots had been sold by the trustees to 
persons who no longer wished to make use of them, and 
I suggest that this increase in price represented compensa 
tion to such persons. 2

There is no need to go into all the details of the dispute 
between some of the Burial Ground Trustees, and the 
Minister and congregation, or of another dispute with 
some of these trustees who were also trustees for one of 
the endowments, and who claimed without any justifica 
tion to be trustees for the Chapel itself. Among the 
Chapel papers there is a draft of an agreement 3 made out

1 Pasted in Minute Book, 1858-1902, is a long letter from William Jevons, 
Park Hill, to Rev. H. Anderson, about attempts of Dr. Blackburn and others 
to obtain possession of the Chapel and mentioning that Dr. Blackburn had 
married a relation of Mr. Mercer.

2 Some pencil notes on the margin of the 1825 Deed lend support to this, 
view.

3 Bio.
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in 1814, which was never completed. One interesting 
fact transpires from this paper ; that a wall still separated 
the land bought from Lord Sefton in 1802 from the older 
burial-ground, and the position of this wall can still be 
traced between the gravestones. The question of the 
burial-ground was not finally settled until Richard 
Vaughan Yates in 1841 took over the piece of land 
bought from Lord Sefton in 1802, at a price considerably 
higher than Mr. Blackburn paid for it in 1825. The Deed 
gives the price as £420, but in an account sent by R. V. 
Yates in 1856 to the Rev. John Robberds, 1 Minister of the 
Chapel from 1840 to 1867, it is given as £270, a difference 
°f £J 5 O which will be explained later. This account 
shows all the expenditure incurred by Mr. Yates from 
1841 to 1856, in purchasing the land and laying it out for 
a burial-ground, putting up the surrounding wall and 
railings, and building the arcade where he was afterwards 
buried. All the expense of upkeep is included, and 
against these items the receipts are recorded from the 
sale of graves during fifteen years. The balance due to 
Mr. Yates was £525 175. n.d. He was anxious to hand 
over the responsibility to some other person, no doubt on 
account of his health, as he died later in the year. Accord 
ing to his will, the land he owned in Toxteth went to his 
widow. This included his house on the Dingle Estate 
and the land bought from Mr. Blackburn. The final 
transfer to trustees representing the Chapel was signed 
by his widow, Anne Yates, in i86i,2 five years after her 
husband's death. It transpires from another deed, also 
dated i86i, 3 that R. V. Yates was not the only person 
interested in the purchase from Mr. Blackburn in 1841 
for ^420. The interest of Mr. Yates was limited to £270, 
the amount shown in his account, and three other persons 
were concerned to the extent of £50 each, making up the

1 E 2, gth Oct. 1856. * Deed dated I3th Feb. 1861, . 
3 Deed dated izth Feb. 1861.
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total to £420. There is nothing in the deeds to explain 
this, but I suggest that all through this business Blackburn 
had been acting on behalf of the other trustees and their 
representatives, and that the transfer to R. V. Yates was 
the final settlement of all outstanding matters, and that 
the £150, provided by members of families with a long 
connection with the Chapel, really went to settle an old 
claim for the balance due to these people for the rebuilding 
in 1774, which was stated to be £141 os. zd. not including 
interest. 1 There is a statement dated n April 1803 
referring to this claim signed by three of the burial-ground 
trustees, and it is clear from a note written and initialled 
by Mr. Yates in September 1828 2 that he was aware of 
the claim. Richard V. Yates might reasonably have felt 
disinclined to pay a debt which had been incurred before 
he was born. It is said in the Memorials of the Family of 
the Rev. John Yates that Richard Vaughan Yates had 
crippled his financial position by his generosity in buying 
the land for making Princes Park and the further expense 
in laying it out. The difficulty of settling up this matter 
after the death of Mr. Yates was increased by the number 
of parties concerned. Of the three members of the 
congregation who had combined with Mr. Yates in 1841, 
one was dead, another had unfortunately become insane, 
and the third was a bankrupt. The legal representatives 
of all these had to be consulted and had to sign the deed. 

In all these deeds, beginning with the original sale by 
Lord Sefton in 1802, the boundaries of the land are 
similarly described, and in each case the measurement is 
the same. It has been said that Richard Vaughan Yates 
bought this land and gave it to the Chapel. It is quite 
clear that he did not actually give it, though it is possible 
that it might have been lost to the Chapel but for him and 
those who acted with him. After the death of R. V. 
Yates, this piece of land technically belonged to his widow, 

1 B 7. » B 16,
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and the sum of £525 was due to the estate according to 
the account made out by Mr. Yates. There would also be 
legal expenses, and £550 was raised by some friends of the 
Chapel to pay this off. The final transfer to the trustees 
in 1861 gives the names of those to whom the Chapel was 
indebted besides Mr. Yates for this addition to the burial- 
ground. They were : Miss Isabella Mather who gave 
£250 ; Miss Isabella Thornely who gave £100 ; Mr. George 
Holt who gave the same amount; and Miss Anna Maria 
Yates and Miss Jane Ellen Yates who gave £50 each. 

The Rev. John Robberds, who was minister at Toxteth 
from 1840 to 1867, wrote an account of the Toxteth Park 
Chapel in the Christian Reformer for June 1862. His 
references to the purchase and laying out of the latest 
addition to the burying-ground are brief and vague, but 
he says that the cemetery which R. V. Yates bought and 
laid out " has subsequently been purchased from his 
widow by friends of the Chapel, and vested in Trustees 
to be used as a burial-place for the several congregations." 
I have found nothing in the trust deed about other 
congregations, nor any clause limiting the use of the 
burial-ground. The custom of allowing burial to members 
of other congregations seems to have prevailed from an 
earlier time.



and Toxteth School. 57

MINISTERS OF THE ANCIENT CHAPEL OF 
TOXTETH.

Birth and Death. Name.
  (Richard Poile or Poyle)

1596-1669 Richard Mather
  Robert Port
  Thomas Huggins

1632-1699 Thomas Crompton
i6a6?-i685 Michael Briscoe
1658-1698 Samuel Angier
1618-1698 Christopher Richardson
1673-1728 John Kennion

' -I 737 Thomas Gellibrand
1691-1776 William Harding
1746-1832 Hugh Anderson
1800-1874 John Porter
1808-1894 John Hamilton Thorn
1810-1885 Charles Wicksteed
1809-1882 Henry Giles
1815-1892 John Robberds
1831-1920 Charles Barnes Upton
1845 1929 James Harwood
1843-1925 James Edwin Odgers

6 Valentine David Davis
1836-1897 John Briggs Lloyd

5 William Jesse Jupp
1849-1929 Charles Craddock

5 Charles Moore Wright
6 Frank Heming Vaughan

Ministry.
Before Mather

1618-1634
I646 1
1 650*

1656-1696? 2 
1662-1685

1699-1728 
? -1737 

1737-1776 
1776-1832 
1827-1829 
1829-1831 
1831-1835 
1835-1839 
1840-1867 
1867-1875 
1876-1878 
1878-1882 
1883-1894 
1894-1897 
1897-1903 
1904-1916 
1918-1928 
1929-

1 At Toxteth Park Chapel at this date.
2 About 1696 or 1697 Crompton is supposed to have acted as minister at 

Eccles. He may have preached at Toxteth as well as at Eccles.
3 Alexander Gordon in his Freedom after Ejection, p. 200, suggests that 

Angier was probably assisting at Toxteth Park before ordination, which was 
on rst June 1687.

4 Both Richardson and Angier preached in Liverpool and Toxteth.
5 These Ministers are still living.




