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THE BRETTARGHS OF INCE BLUNDELL.

Contributed by Rev. Cuthbert Formby, O.S.B.

THAT the Brettarghs of Ince Blundell are descended 
from the same stock as the Brettarghs of Brettargh 

Holt, Little Woolton, near Liverpool, is practically 
certain. The origin of the name Brettargh as a family 
name is shown in documents of the fourteenth century 
and seems to necessitate the inference that all the Bret 
targhs owe their name to the settlement of the estate 
called Brettargh on an ancestress, Avice, wife of Roger 
the Walker, of Tarbock, Lanes. Confirmation is furnished 
by the fact that one of the characteristic Christian names 
of the Little Woolton branch (i.e., Jonathan) figures also 
in that of Ince Blundell. To establish the connecting 
link, however, is a different matter.

In the register of S. Joseph's, Brindle, 1 in the " Cata- 
logus Defunctorum " under the year 1725 appears the 
following obituary entry : " Jan. 17. Edwardus Bretter 
Pater Jonathae Bretter. SenexValde. Brindle." There 
is a footnote on this entry, by the late Mr. Gillow and it 
may be well to quote that part of it relevant to the present 
purpose :

" Edward Brettargh, of Heath Charnock, gent., second son of 
James Brettargh of Brettargh Holt, Co. Lanes., Esq., of a strong 
Puritan family which returned a pedigree at Dugdale's Visitation 
of 1664, became a Catholic and was convicted of recusancy at 
Ormskirk, July 22, 1700. He also appears with a daughter in 
a list of recusants at Chester, dated Nov. 15, 1706, with the note

1 Published by the Catholic Record Society, vol. 23, p. 92.
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that his estates were much indebted. His son Jonathan (named 
after his father's elder brother, Jonathan Brettargh of Brettargh 
Holt, aged eight at the Visitation of 1664 and the last squire to 
occupy the hall) resided at Ulnes Walton, when he was convicted 
of recusancy at Lancaster, April 30, 1717, and by his wife Jenet 
was the father of Edward, James and Richard besides two 
daughters, Anne and Margaret. Richard became steward to the 
Stanleys of Hooton, Co. Chester, and his will proved in 1746 
describes him as of Hooton, gent. His son and namesake held 
a similar position to the Blundells of Ince Blundell, and resided 
at Ince. He married Helen daughter of Henry Eccles of Mean- 
fields. . . ."

According to this, the descent of the Ince Blundell 
Brettarghs from the Brettarghs of Brettargh Holt is 
clear, the nearest common ancestor being James Brettargh 
of Brettargh Holt, born 23 September, 1626, buried at 
Childwall 25 October, 1665. Unfortunately, the pedigree 
set forth in the footnote just quoted is, I fear, inadmissible. 
Mr. Gillow gives no reference to the sources used by him, 
and, in reply to an enquiry of mine as to the sources of 
the footnotes on the entries in the Brindle register, Mr. 
Smith, of Arndene, Barrow-in-Furness (Vice-President of 
the Catholic Record Society), informed me that the late 
Joseph Gillow is entirely responsible for all the footnotes 
on the entries in the Brindle register, and that when the 
Catholic Record Society tried to get possession of his 
manuscripts after his death, they were informed by his 
widow that the manuscripts were not to be found. Mr. 
Smith also told me that Mr. Gillow admitted to him that 
the Brettargh pedigree which he made for the Leeming 
family was faulty.

The accuracy of the first and most important statement 
made in the footnote, namely, that Edward Brettargh, 
the recusant of Heath Charnock, was the son of James 
Brettargh of Brettargh Holt, seems to me to be very 
questionable. The eldest son of James Brettargh of 
Brettargh Holt was Nehemiah, the second son was
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Jonathan, the third son was Edward, born 7 May, 
According to the obituary entry in the Brindle register 
(see above), Edward Bretter, the father of Jonathan (the 
recusant of Ulnes-Walton), died in 1725 and is described 
as " senex valde." If he is identical with the Edward 
Brettargh of the Childwall register, who was born in 1657, 
he would have been only 68 years of age when he died. 
The entries in the Brindle register between 1721-2 and 
1767 were made by Dom William Placid Naylor, a native 
of Scarisbrick, Lanes., and a monk of S. Lawrence's, 
Dieulouard, Lorraine, who was in active charge of 
the mission of Brindle during the whole of that 
period. 2

The obituary entries from 1722 to 1739, taken as a 
representative example, show the following ascending 
scale of age indications, the number of years of the age 
of those deceased being very rarely given :

(1) senex or anus (34 times), actate provecta or provectus 
(14 times), grandcBva, longceva (10 times).

(2) senior (27 times)   apparently a higher age value 
than senex, to judge by such expressions as 
" uxor . . . senioris, ipsa senex " (3 times).

(3) senex valde, valde senex, valde anus, valde aetate 
provecta (4 times) " vidua . . . senioris valde 
senex " (once).

(4) vidua multorum dierum (once), vidua valde antiqua 
(twice), senio confecta (twice).

The " terminus a quo " of old age, in Dom Placid 
Naylor's mind, would naturally be that of the Canon 
Law, viz. 60 years. It seems reasonably certain that 
a man whom he entered as " senex valde " would be at 
least somewhere in the later seventies at the time of 
death, and, possibly, older still, and, consequently, that 
the Edward Bretter of the Brindle register is not the

1 Necrology of English Benedictines from 1600 to 1883, Rev. T. B. Snow 
(London, Burns & Gates, 1883), p. 117.

2 Childwall register.
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Edward Brettargh of the Childwall register, who was 
born in 1657.

It must be admitted, I fear, that up to the present 
it has not been possible to find the connecting link between 
the two branches of Brettarghs and so to prove their 
descent from a common stock. In the absence of any 
sufficient data for establishing the connection between 
the Little Woolton and Ince Blundell Brettarghs, I can 
only offer the tentative conjecture that the nearest 
common ancestor may possibly be the William Brettargh 
of Aigburth who married Maud (alias Matilda), daughter 
of Thomas Chisenhall of Chisenhall, Co. Lanes. His 
second son was Richard Brettargh, who had issue : (i) 
Chisenhall Brettargh of Hindley, (2) Jonathan, (3) 
William, (4) Joshua. Chisenhall Brettargh's eldest son 
was Edward Chisenhall Brettargh. One or other of the 
descendants of the above-named Richard may have 
become a Catholic. This hypothesis would account for 
the names Richard, Jonathan and Edward in the Ince 
Blundell branch, and also, I think, for the localities in 
which we find the Brettarghs mentioned in Mr. Gillow's 
footnote.

As regards Jonathan Bretter of Ulnes-Walton and his 
issue : from notes placed at my disposal by Mr. Stewart- 
Brown, it appears that Jonathan Bretter of Croston had 
a son, James, baptised at Croston 7 January, 1712, and 
buried there 22 January, 1712, and two daughters, Ann, 
buried at Croston 6 May, ±718, and Margaret, buried at 
Croston 29 October, 1726, described as daughter of 
Jonathan Bretter of Walton, husbandman, and Jenet his 
wife ; also that Jonathan Bretter of Walton, husband 
man, was buried at Croston 21 November, 1726. The 
Walton here mentioned is evidently Ulnes-Walton, 
according to the administration of his estate " 10 May, 
1727, Chester, to Jennet Bretter, widow, of estate of 
Jonathan Bretter of Ulnes-Walton, husbandman."
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There is no doubt that Jonathan Bretter of Croston is 
identical with Jonathan Bretter of Ulnes-Walton : the 
townships of Croston and Ulnes-Walton are both in the 
parish of Croston and not more than a mile or two distant 
from each other. Concerning Jonathan Bretter's other 
two sons, Edward and Richard, mentioned by Mr. Gillow, 
I have no particulars from which it could be proved that 
they were sons of Jonathan. The statement, in the foot 
note already referred to, that Richard Brettargh, Steward 
of the Ince Blundell estate, who married Helen, daughter 
of Henry Eccles of Meanfields, was the son of Richard 
Brettargh, Steward of the Stanley estates at Hooton Hall, 
Cheshire, is inaccurate, as also is the statement that the 
latter Richard's will was proved in 1746. Richard 
Brettargh of Hooton died intestate and had no son. 
Administration of his estate was granted at Chester 19 
May, 1746, to " Ric. Brettargh of Ince Blundell, nephew 
and next of kin."

So far, I have not found enough evidence to enable me 
to say with certainty who was the father of Richard 
Brettargh of Ince Blundell. At Sefton there seems to be 
no trace in the register or in monumental inscriptions, 
of any Brettargh of Ince Blundell previous to the Richard 
who married Helen Eccles. Neither this last-named 
Richard nor his wife are entered in the burial register, 
but it is noteworthy that, apparently, they were buried 
in the church as being people of standing. On the grave 
stone (on the floor of the right aisle) are two earlier 
inscriptions, as follows :

(1) " Here lyeth the Body of John Tickell who Dyed 
the 23 Day of Janury Anno 1704 in the 25 yeare of His 
Age."

(2) " Here lyeth the Body of Richard Tickle, yeamon 
[sic] of Northend who departed this life the sixteenth 
day of October 1717. May his soul rest in peace 
amen."

H

I
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(3) " Here lieth the body of Richard Brettargh of Ince 
Blundell, who departed this life the 29 Jany 1779.

Requiescat in pace.
Ellen Relict of Richd Brettargh, who died 

Decr 3d 1809. Ae. 72 "
(4) (At the bottom of the stone)

" William Hill Brancker his Burying ground." 
All these inscriptions are clear and show no signs of 
exposure to weather.

It will be noticed that Richard's age at the time of 
death is not given in his monumental inscription. He 
married Helen Eccles in 1763 and it is safe to presume 
that he was at least as old as and probably older than 
his wife, who was born 28 October, I73&.1

If Edward Bretter of Brindle (and Heath Charnock ?) 
was, as indicated in the Brindle register, a very old man, 
say 80 or so, when he died (born about 1645 ?), and if 
the Jonathan referred to in the same entry as his son is 
the Jonathan Bretter of Ulnes-Walton, and, further, if, 
as Gillow states, Jonathan had sons Edward, James and 
Richard (of Hooton), then, by elimination, Richard 
Brettargh of Ince Blundell (born probably 1720-26 ?) could 
be placed as the son of Jonathan's son Edward, since 
James died in infancy in 1712 and Richard (of Hooton) died 
without issue. I have embodied the above hypothesis in 
the pedigree shown below, but this part of the pedigree 
must be taken as in some respects merely conjectural.

The sources I have used are the following :
1. The register of Sefton Parish.
2. The register of S. Mary's, Liverpool.
3. The register of the Church of The Holy Family, 

Ince Blundell.
4. The register of S. Joseph's, Brindle (C.R.S. publ., 

vol. 23).

1 Entry in a book belonging to George, son of Henry Eccles of Meanfields, 
J. P. Smith in C.R.S. publ., vol. 9, p. 175.
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5. The register of S. Anne's, Ormskirk.
6. The register of S. Peter's, Seel Street, Liverpool.
7. A chart pedigree of the Brettargh family copied by 

J. P. Smith, Esq., of Arndene, Barrow-in-Furness, 
from that prepared by the late Joseph Gillow for 
the Leeming family.

8. A typewritten copy of a chart pedigree of the Bret 
targh family, which was in the possession of some 
of the descendants of Francis Brettargh son of 
Richard Brettargh of Ince Blundell. I could not 
ascertain the source of this pedigree, and the 
typewritten copy seemed to be badly done.

9. The results of the extensive and expert researches 
of R. Stewart-Brown, Esq., F.S.A., of Bryn-y- 
grog Hall, Wrexham, into the genealogy of the 
Brettarghs, which he placed at my disposal and 
which also include an attempt at the pedigree of 
the Ince Blundell Brettarghs. All the above- 
mentioned pedigrees of the Ince Blundell branch 
contain certain inaccuracies and deficiencies which 
I deal with in the narrative pedigree shown below.

PEDIGREE.

I. EDWARD BRETTARGH of Brindle (and Heath Charnock ?), 
yeoman. Probably descended from a Brettarph of Brettargh 
Holt; born probably about 1645 (?), died at Brindle, Lanes., 
17 Jan. 1725 (Brindle register) ; convicted of recusancy at 
Ormskirk 22 July 1700 and appears with a daughter in a list 
of recusants at Chester dated 15 Nov. 1706 (Gillow), married, 
probably Margaret . . . ? She was buried at Chorley n 
Jan. 1721-2. 
Issue :

1. JONATHAN (II).
2. ELIZABETH, buried at Chorley 4 May 1724.

II. JONATHAN BRETTARGH of Ulnes-Walton, husbandman. Con 
victed of recusancy at Lancaster 30 April 1717, married 
Jenet . . . ? Administration 10 May 1727, Consistory 
Court of Chester, granted to Jennet Bretter of Ulnes-Walton,
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Parish of Croston, co. Lanes., widow and administratrix of 
the goods, etc., of Jonathan Bretter of Ulnes-Walton, 
husbandman. He was buried at Croston 21 Nov. 1726. 
Issue :

1. JAMES, baptised at Croston 7 Jan. 1712 and buried 
there 22 Jan. 1712.

2. EDWARD (III) (Gillow).
3. RICHARD (Gillow). Steward to the Stanleys of Hooton 

Hall, co. Chester; buried n March 1745-6 as " J. 
Brethart [sic] of Hooton Hall, steward " (Eastham 
Parish register). Consistory Court of Chester 19 May 
1746. Administration granted to Richard Brettargh 
of Ince Blundell, co. Lane., gentleman, nephew and 
next of kin and administrator of the goods, etc., of 
Richard Brettargh, late of Hooton, co. Chester, gentle 
man, deceased.

(1) ANNE, buried at Croston 6 May 1718.
(2) MARGARET, buried at Croston 29 Oct. 1726. 

III. EDWARD BRETTARGH (Gillow), probably married and had 
issue :

1. RICHARD (IV).
2. JONATHAN ; married at Sefton 17 Sept. 1771, Sarah 

Preston ; he is described as " of this Parish, Gentle 
man " (Sefton register). Appears 29 April 1801 as 
godfather to Edward Blanchard, son of John and Mary 
(Brettargh) Blanchard (Ince Blundell register). 
Issue. :

MARY, buried at Sefton 20 March 1779, described as 
" daughter of Jonathan Brettargh of Sephton " 
(Sefton register).

3. EDWARD ; married at Sefton 19 Eeb. 1789, Catherine 
Sumner of the Parish of Ormskirk ; in the register he 
is described as "of this Parish, Gentleman " (Sefton 
register). In 1787 he appears as a witness at the 
marriage of John Blanchard and Mary Brettargh 
(Sefton register), and again 4 June 1789 as godfather to 
Mary Blanchard, their daughter (Ince Blundell register). 
He was buried at Sefton 23 June 1802, described as 
" Mr. Edward Brettargh of the Parish of Ormskirk " ; 
his age at the time of death is not given (Sefton register). 
His will and codicil dated 26 May 1802 was proved at 
Chester 15 Dec. 1802 by his widow Catharine and 
mentions issue : RICHARD. This Richard is evidently
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identical with the Richard Brettargh, veterinary 
surgeon, 4 Everton Gardens, Preston, who married at 
S. Nicholas', Liverpool, in April 1828, Anne, second 
daughter of late Jas. Whitfield Smith, Esq., of Liver 
pool, and with the Richard Brettargh, farrier, of 
Preston, who was buried at Sefton 29 Sept. 1828, aged 
38 (Sefton register). It is a curious fact, however, 
that, unlike the rest of the Ince Blundell Brettarghs 
(Catholics) buried at Sefton, he was not buried according 
to the Catholic rite, but by James Noggins, Curate of 
Sefton (Sefton register). In the register of S. Anne's, 
Ormskirk, the baptismal entries of which date from 
1736, there is no entry of his baptism. He may have 
been baptised at S. Mary's, Aughton, but the register 
of that church only dates from 1798. 

i. HELEN (Gillow) ; married a Mr. Blanchard of Ince 
Blundell in 1777 at Sefton (Gillow). In the Sefton 
register there is no evidence for the existence of the 
above Helen and no entry of the alleged marriage. 
There has undoubtedly been error and confusion here, 
and the point is dealt with below.

IV. RICHARD BRETTARGH OF INCE BLUNDELL. (From this point 
onwards the pedigree is certain.) Steward to Henry Blundell 
of Ince Blundell ; died 29 Jan. 1779 and was buried at Sefton 
(M.I. above) ; married at Sefton 19 Oct. 1763, Helen, daugh 
ter of Henry Eccles of Meanfields, Win wick, co. Lanes. 
He is described as " of this Parish Steward," and Helen 
Eccles as "of this Parish " (Sefton register). She died 
3 Dec. 1809, aged 72, and was buried at Sefton (M.I. above). 
Her will dated 3 July 1802 as " of Hellen Brettargh of Orms 
kirk " was proved at Chester 14 April 1810 by her brother 
Richard Eccles, and left " unto my Daughter Ann Brettargh 
my Son in Law John Blanchard and my Brother Richard 
Eccles 10/6 a piece ... all my Silver unto my Daughters 
Ann Mary Elizabeth and Hellen and my sons Henry and 
Francis equally amongst them ... to my Daughter Ann 
my Diamond Ring and my best Snuf Box, to my Daughter 
Mary my best Tea Caddie, to my Son Henry my Thunder 
Cross and Medal, to my Daughter Elizabeth my Watch, to 
my Daughter Hellen my Black and Silver Tea Caddie and 
to my Son Francis my two Books Intitled ' the Elevation of 
the Soul to God '. . . ." 
Issue : (the births of whom are recorded in the Sefton
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register. These entries have evidently been inserted 
and their appearance suggests that the insertion was 
made a considerable time after the register had been 
posted up. 1 )

1. RICHARD ; born 21 June 1766 ; sent to Douay College 
26 July 1778 ; proceeded to S. Gregory's, Paris, Oct. 
12, 1786 ; returned to Douay 14 Nov. 1787, received 
the subdiaconate there and was then sent to teach at S. 
Omer's College 3 March 1790 ; ordained deacon there ; 
during the French revolution died in prison at Doullens 
24 July 1794 (Gillow, C.R.S., vol. 23, p. 92 footnote). 
He must have returned from France to visit his home 
at Ince Blundell in 1788, since, in that year, 15 April, 
he was godfather to Ellen, eldest child of John and 
Mary (Brettargh) Blanchard (Ince Blundell register).

2. HENRY (V).
3. FRANCIS (i), buried at Sefton 15 July 1776 (age not 

given), described as " Son of Richd Brettargh of Ince " 
(Sefton register).

4. FRANCIS (2), born 15 Sept. 1778 (Sefton register), 
married Alice Williams (members of the Williams family 
appear as godparents at the baptisms of six of the eight 
children of " Francis & Alice Brettargh " in the register 
of S. Mary's, Liverpool). 
Issue : (register of S. Mary's, Liverpool).

(a) JOHN, born 22 Aug. bapt. 30 Aug. 1800. Spon 
sors : John Glover and Francis Williams. Prob 
ably married Bridget (Devin ?). 

Issue : MARY ANN.
" 1828 Dec. 8th Was bapt. Mary Ann, daughter 

of John & Bridget Bertargh [sic] (born igth 
ult.). Sponsor : Catherine Devin.

by me Joseph Smith " (register of S. 
Mary's, Liverpool).

(b) RICHARD, born 18 Nov., bapt. 24 Nov. 1805. 
Sponsors : Peter Williams and Eliz. Williams.

(c) ROBERT, born 21 Sept., bapt. 26 Sept. 1807. 
Sponsors : Richard Gore and Marg* Williams.

(d) FRANCIS, born 7 April, bapt. 17 April, 1814. 
Sponsors : Th. Weistell and Mary Blanchard.

1 The Sefton Baptismal Registers of this period normally contain records 
of the birth of children baptised elsewhere in the parish under the Roman 
rite. ED.
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(a) ANN, born 4 April, bapt. 12 April 1802. Spon 
sors : John and Ruth Williams.

(b) RUTH, born 29 March, bapt. 3 April 1803. Spon 
sors : James Williams and Ruth Dixon by proxy 
for Ann Brettargh.

(c) MARGARET, born 4 Jan., bapt. 12 Jan. 1812. 
Sponsors : Tho8 Brettargh and Ann Williams.

Note. Mr. Stewart-Brown mentions a " Mr. 
Thomas Brettargh late guard of the ' New Times ' 
north coach, who married Sep. 1829 at S. Peter's 
Church, Liverpool, Mary Ann, relict of late Mr. 
Robinson Chambres of Union Coffee House, 
Everton."

(d) ELIZABETH, born n Jan., bapt. 19 Jan. 1817. 
Sponsors : Thos Waistell and Ruth Dixon.

(e) ALICE (pedigree compiled by Mr. Stewart-Brown ; 
also the typed copy of a pedigree mentioned 
above in list of sources), married Oliver Hatch. 

No baptismal entry of a daughter Alice was 
found by me in the register of S. Mary's, Liver 
pool, nor in that of S. Peter's, Seel Street, Liver 
pool. It is, of course, possible that I missed 
the entry.

1. ANN, born 30 July 1765 (Sefton register) ; companion 
of Mrs. Maria Clifton of Kirkham ; died 24 Dec. 1837, 
presumably the " Nancy Bretargh " who appears as 
godmother to Robert Blanchard Sept. 9, 1790 (Ince 
Blundell register) and the " Ann Brettargh " who was 
godmother by proxy to Ruth Brettargh 3 April 1803 
(register of S. Mary's, Liverpool).

2. MARY, born 4 March 1768 (Sefton register). According 
to all the three pedigrees mentioned above, Mary 
married a Mr. Clare of Liverpool. This is an error. 
Mary Brettargh married John Blanchard of Ince 
Blundell at Sefton 30 May 1787 (Sefton register). The 
baptisms of their eleven children are entered in the Ince 
Blundell register; they begin 15 April 1788 and end 
20 Sept. 1806 ; the names of the godparents (chiefly 
Bretargh [sic], Eccles and Copple), together with the 
date of the eldest child's baptism, put it beyond question 
that the John and Mary Blanchard of the Ince Blundell 
register are the John Blanchard and Mary Brettargh 
of the marriage entry in the Sefton register.
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5. ELIZABETH, born 18 April 1772 (Sefton register), buried 
at Sefton 30 Aug. 1820 ; abode : Ince Blundell; age 48 
(Sefton register) ; godmother to Ellen Blanchard 15 
April 1788 : " Elizabeth Bretargh " ; also to Joseph 
Blanchard i Feb. 1802 : " Betty Bretargh" (Ince 
Blundell register). Her will proved at Chester 16 Dec. 
1820.

\. HELEN (Ellen) (i), buried at Sefton i June 1775, age 
not given (Sefton register).

i. HELEN (Ellen) (2), born 2 Oct. 1777 (Sefton register). 
According to Gillow, Ellen, sister to Richard Brettargh 
of Ince Blundell, steward, married " Mr. Blanchard of 
Ince Blundell " at Sefton 1777. According to the 
pedigree by Mr. Stewart-Brown, Helen, daughter of the 
above Richard Brettargh, married John Blanchard of 
Ince Blundell. According to the typed copy of a 
pedigree already referred to, Ellen, daughter of the same 
Richard, married " Mr. Blanchard of Ince Blundell." 
Gillow has also, apparently, confused the year of the 
alleged marriage with the year of Ellen's (2) birth.

The only Blanchard-Brettargh marriage in the Sefton 
register is the marriage of John Blanchard of Ince 
Blundell and Mary Brettargh, which took place at 
Sefton 30 May 1787. Possibly, however, it was Ellen 
(2) Brettargh who married Mr. Clare of Liverpool, for 
Thomas Clare and Helen Clare appear, 14 May 1838, 
as godparents at the baptism of James, son of Joseph 
and Margaret Blanchard. The Joseph Blanchard here 
mentioned was the youngest son of John and Mary 
(Brettargh) Blanchard, and was baptised i Feb. 1802 at 
Ince Blundell (Ince Blundell register) ; he married 
Margaret Westhead in 1829 :

" Joseph Blanchard and Margaret Westhead married 
2oth Sept. 1829. Afterwards at S. Peter's Church, 
Liverpool, Oct. n."

" James Blanchard their fourth son was born 13 th 
May 1838." 
(List of entries in an old Law book which belonged to

the above Joseph Blanchard.)
" 1838 May 14th Was bapt. James son of Joseph and 

Margaret Blanchard (born 13th inst.) Sponsors : 
Thomas Clare, Helen Clare" (register of S. Mary's, 
Liverpool).
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V. HENRY BRETTARGH OF MANCHESTER. Calico printer (Gillow). 
Born 2 Dec. 1774 (Sefton register) ; married (i) at S. 
Nicholas', Liverpool, 20 Sept. 1803, Mary, daughter of John 
and Mary Copple of Liverpool. She was born 28 Oct. 1783 
and died 8 Sept. 1805 (Stewart-Brown), buried at Sefton 
ii Sept. 1805 as " Mary wife of Henry Brettarge [sic], aged 
22, of the Parish of Manchester " (Sefton register) ; (2) at 
Preston 23 May 1808, Mary, daughter of James Sidgreaves 
of Inglewhite Lodge, by his second wife Martha, daughter of 
George Crook of Bank Hall, Broughton (Gillow). She was 
born 23 Oct. 1786 and died Oct. 1873. 
Issue of first marriage :

JOHN BRETTARGH OF MANCHESTER. Born 8 July .1804 
died 27 April 1841. Will dated 22 April proved at 
Chester 28 May 1841 by his wife Hannah sole beneficiary. 

Issue of second marriage :
1. HENRY (i), died in infancy.
2. ROBERT, married daughter of . . . ? Fender of Mel 

bourne, Australia. 
Issue :

(a) ROBERT.
(b) HENRY. 

MARY.
3. JAMES. No issue.
4. HENRY (2), priest ; born 16 Nov. 1824 (Gillow). Of 

Ushaw College ; at Haydon Bridge from 1884 to 1892, 
and Dodding Green, Kendal, from 1892 to Nov. 1916 ; 
died 5 Nov. 1916 (Catholic Directory Ecclesiastical 
Register and Almanac).

1. MARY, married her cousin Edward Sidgreaves of Grims- 
argh House, Esq. ; they had issue : Ed vard, priest S.J.

2. ELIZA, married at Burnley, 24 May 1853, Richard 
Leerning of Greaves House, Lancaster, and Lentworth 
Hall in Wyresdale, Esq., J.P. ; they had issue : eldest 
son : RICHARD BRETTARGH LEEMING, barrister-at-law 
(Gillow, C.R.S., vol. 23, p. 92 footnote).

3. ANN (i).
4. ANN (2), died 7 Feb. 1891 at Haydon Bridge (Stewart- 

Brown) .
5. JANE, married Mr. Robertson (Gillow).
6. HELENA, married Thomas Grimshaw of Burnley.

In the notes placed at my disposal by Mr. Stewart-
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Brown I find mention of two Brettarghs whom I have 
not been able to place, though such evidence as has so 
far been found seems to indicate that they belong to the 
Ince Blundell branch :

1. JONATHAN BRETTARGH, steward of the Trafiord estates 
1784-1824 (Hist, of Stretford, Chet. Soc.), known as " the 
devil's darning needle." His will as " of Great Crosby " 
is dated 16 March 1836. Executors renounced and 
administration was granted at Chester 20 Sept. 1836 to 
his grandson William Watmough, residuary legatee. The 
will mentions his house at Great Crosby and his property 
in Church Street and Basnett Street, Liverpool, his grand 
son William Watmough, his daughter Mary, his friend 
Mrs. Maria Clifton wife of John Clifton, Esq., the children 
of his late friend William Trafford, Esq., deceased, and 
executors Henry Green, John Hawett and James Williams. 
This last named is doubtless the James Williams who was 
godfather to Ruth, daughter of Francis and Alice Bret- 
targh (see above). In the will of Edward Brettargh of 
Ormskirk (see above) " Jonathan Brettargh of Trafford " 
is named as one of the executors.

2. THOMAS BRETTARGH, already mentioned in the note on 
the entry of the baptism of Margaret, daughter of Francis 
and Alice Brettargh, in the register of S. Mary's, Liverpool. 
If, as seems probable, he is the Thomas Brettargh who 
was godfather to the above Margaret, he must be numbered 
among the Brettarghs of Ince Blundell.


