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THIS account of the American Chamber of Commerce 
for the Port of Liverpool is based mainly on the 

Minutes of the Chamber now deposited in the Liverpool 
Public Reference Library. The annual survey of the 
work of the Chamber, the annual financial statement of 
the Treasurer, meetings of the general committee, of 
sub-committees and of the financial council, special 
general meetings and banquets were reported. Important 
letters received by the Chamber and the replies to them 
were sometimes recorded in full. Newspaper extracts of 
events in which the Chamber had taken a part such 
as the welcoming of a new American Minister and other 
printed materials of interest were pasted into the Minute 
Book. 1 A very brief account of the American Chamber 
was issued by G. J. Duncan, the Secretary, in 1859. 2 
It was re-issued on the dissolution of the Chamber 
in 1908 with a continuation by J. N. Stolterfoht, 
Sen. 3

In the nineteenth century the organisation of those 
engaged in commerce in Liverpool was on a functional

' There are four volumes I, July 7, 1801, to Jan. 24, 1842 ; II, Feb. 4, 
1842, to Dec. 29, 1866 ; III, Jan. 24, 1867, to June 16, 1884 ; IV, June 23, 
1884, to Sept. 21, 1908. References are to the dates on which meetings 
took place.

2 G. J. Duncan, Brief Sketch of the American Chamber of Commerce of 
Liverpool from its Foundation in 1801 (Liverpool, 1859).

3 Brief Sketch of the American Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool from its 
Foundation in iSoi to 1859 and Continuation to its Dissolution in 1008, by 
G. J. Duncan, to 1859, and Continuation by J. N. Stolterfoht (Liverpool, 
1908). Cf. Sir John Gray Hill's letter to the Times, Oct. 10, 1908.
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2 The American Chamber of Commerce for

basis that is to say the body to which a business man 
belonged depended upon the nature of his occupation. 
If he were a cotton broker he would join the Cotton 
Brokers' Association; if an underwriter, the Under 
writers' Association. The merchants, however, were a 
very numerous body and had no single organisation. 
They were divided into a number of associations on a 
geographical basis, for example, the West India Associa 
tion, the East India and China Association, the Portugal, 
Brazil, South American and Mexican Association, 1 the 
Newfoundland Association, the Mediterranean Association 
and the Baltic Association. One of the most important 
of such associations was the American Chamber of Com 
merce. A bond of union not only between the various 
merchants' associations but between these associations 
and those of the underwriters, shipowners and so forth 
was the Committee of the Associated Bodies of Trade 
which met to consider questions of common interest  
such as the running of the Liverpool Office in London. 
The (Incorporated) Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, 
formed in 1849, was a later and more permanent organisa 
tion with a similar purpose.

A meeting of fourteen Liverpool merchants interested 
in the American trade met at the " Star and Garter " 
on June 29, 1801, and was presided over by James Maury, 
who was the first American Consul in Liverpool, having 
been appointed by George Washington. 2 Agreement was 
reached on the scale of fees payable to landing waiters. 3 
The scale was modified at another meeting held on July 6,

1 In 1829 this split up into the Brazil and River Plate Association and the 
Mexican and South American Association.

2 The others present were Messrs. Ewart (of Ewart, Rutson & Co.), Duncan, 
Lang, Lodge, Lees, Barber, Smith, Shaw, Green, McCorquodale, Pickering, 
Leigh, Rundle. James Maury was consul for over 40 years not, as J. A. 
Picton stated, " for about a quarter of a century " (Memorials of Liverpool, 
London, 1875, II, p. 247), see Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 3, and letter from 
Sir John Gray Hill to Liverpool Courier, Feb. 21, 1908.

1 See below, p. 39.
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at Lillyman's Hotel (Castle Street). This meeting was 
adjourned to the following day 1 and it was then resolved

" that it would be expedient that an association should be formed 
of the merchants of Liverpool interested in the American trade 
upon the principles of the Association of the West India Merchants 
in this port." 2

The rules of the American Chamber of Commerce 3 
were drawn up by William Rathbone and the first sig 
nature to them was that of James Maury. 4 The Chamber 
was to regulate freight payments and customs fees. 
General meetings were to be held on the last Friday in 
July and January

" and it is proposed that on the day of the general meeting in 
January, such of the members as may be so inclined shall dine 
together at such house as the Committee may appoint, each 
member being at liberty to bring with him any friend, whose com 
pany he may believe will be agreeable to the meeting . . ."

There were to be monthly meetings of a general com 
mittee composed of the President, Vice-President, Trea 
surer and twelve others, all elected by ballot. 5 Fines 
were to be imposed for non-attendance. 6 Other members

1 Present Messrs. James Maury (in the chair), Cropper, Holland, Lang, 
Sherlock, Barber, Strickland, Logan and Rundle.

2 July 7, 1801 : copies of resolutions passed at the meetings of June zg 
and July 6 (i.e. before the American Chamber was formally constituted) 
were entered into the Minute Book after the minutes of July 7. (The West 
India Association had been formed in 1799. See Autobiographical Memoirs 
of Thomas Fletcher of Liverpool, written in 1843, and privately printed in 
1893 : ch. XI.)

3 The rules are at the beginning of Vol. I of the Minutes. They were 
published in 1801 and were reprinted in Appendix I of Duncan and Stolterfoht. 
Revised rules were printed in 1859 and 1887.

4 The first fifty-three signatures are given in Duncan and Stolterfoht, 
pp. 20-1, and below (Appendix B, pp. 58-59).

6 "... but the President, or in his absence, the Vice-President, may 
nominate, for the approbation of the Society, such members as he may deem 
most eligible to succeed to the offices of President, Vice-President and 
Treasurer " (Rule 6).

8 Fines were apparently not levied strictly, for on Oct. 27,1801, the following 
resolutions were passed: i. "That all fines hitherto incurred for non-
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might be present but were not allowed to vote. Not 
more than one member of a mercantile house might be 
on the same committee.

The American Chamber was, of course, a voluntary 
body, and if a member felt that he could not adhere to 
any of the rules or resolutions he would naturally resign. 
This was the course adopted by Mr. William Lees in 
1803 when he paid landing waiters higher fees than those 
laid down by the Chamber. 1

The effectiveness of a body like the American Chamber 
of Commerce depends in no small degree upon the ability 
of its officials and on the strength of its financial resources. 
In both these respects the American Chamber was for 
tunate. The Presidents were generally able men heads 
or partners of well-known mercantile houses. They held 
office for only a year, but re-election was permitted. 
Thus William Duncan was President in 1803, 1815, 1817 
and 1824 ; James Cropper in 1806 and 1816 ; T. D. 
Thornely in 1818, 1826 and 1838 ; William Rathbone 
in 1819, 1827, l832 and l845 *', J- N - Stolterfoht, Sen., 
in 1870 and 1887. Relations of these Presidents who 
held the same office were William Rathbone, Jun. (1851), 
Herman Stolterfoht (1840) and H. Stolterfoht, Jun. 
(1874).

The Treasurers and the Secretaries held office for long 
periods and thus continuity of financial and administrative

attendance shall be remitted ; and that the payment of all fines shall be 
rigidly enforced hereafter." 2. " That the fines shall be inflicted on the 
members of the committee not attending within one quarter of an hour 
appointed for the meeting to take place." After a few years the practice 
was dropped.

1 Jan. 25 and Feb. 15, 1803.
» This was the fifth William Rathbone I, the founder of the family came 

from Gawsworth (Cheshire) to Liverpool in the seventeenth century; 
II, 1696-1746 ; III, 1726-89 ; IV, 1757-1809 ; V, 1787-1868. See A 
Tribute to the Memory of Mr. Wtn. Rathbone (IV) of Liverpool (Liver 
pool, 1809), Porcupine, March 3, 1885, D.N.B., XLVII, pp. 309-10, 
and Eleanor F. Rathbone, William Rathbone: a Memoir (London, 1905), 
ch. i.
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policy was assured. 1 The first three treasurers retained 
office for only a few years, 2 but R. Benson held the post 
between 1808 and 1817, John Cropper between 1818 and 
1837, William Maury between 1838 and 1848. Then the 
office remained in the hands of the Stolterfoht family  
father, son and grandson. Henry Stolterfoht was in 
office from 1848 to i86i, 3 J. N. Stolterfoht, Sen., from 1861 
to 1886, and J. N. Stolterfoht, Jun., from 1886 to 1908,* 

As for the Secretaries James Brandreth held office for 
three years (1801-4), George Orred for twenty-four years 
(1804-28), 5 James Lowe for five years (1829-34), 6 Messrs. 
Duncan and Radcliffe for four years (1834-8), G. J. 
Duncan for twenty-two years (1839-61), A. T. Squareyfor 
seven years (i86i-8), 7 and Sir John Gray Hill for forty 
years (1868-1908). 8

1 Duncan and Stolterfoht, Appendix II. See below, Appendix A.
2 Lang, 1801-3 ? J N. Hurry, 1803-6 ; James Cropper, 1807-8.
3 The date when Henry Stolterfoht became Treasurer is given as 1847 in 

Duncan and Stolterfoht, pp. 7 and 23, but in the Minutes his predecessor's 
resignation is recorded on Oct. 2, 1848, and his own appointment on the 
following day.

4 The founder of the family was Herman Stolterfoht, Sen., who came over 
from Germany to Liverpool in the early twenties of the nineteenth century 
(cf. T. Ellison, Gleanings and Reminiscences, Liverpool, 1905, pp. 281-3). 
For J. N. Stolterfoht, Sen., see Porcupine, June 18, 1898, Liverpool Courier, 
March n, 1911, Liverpool Daily Post, March n, 1911. He was born in 
1830 and joined his father's firm in 1847. He represented the firm in New 
York in 1852-6.

6 His death is recorded on Dec. 27, 1828.
6 His death is recorded on Jan. 18, 1834. He was also Secretary of the 

Mexican and South American Association (W. Cator to Wainewright, Jan. 25, 
1834, Liverpool Office Papers, Wainewright, Vol. II, 1833-6).

' A. T. Squarey was a solicitor who became a partner in the firm of Duncan 
and Radcliffe in 1850. He was Secretary both of the American Chamber 
of Commerce and the Liverpool Steamship Owners' Association. On his 
appointment as Solicitor to the Dock Board in 1867 Squarey retired from 
private practice. He remained with the Dock Board until within a few 
months of his death in 1900 (Liverpool Mercury, Liverpool Daily Post, Liverpool 
Courier, May i, 1900).

8 When Squarey gave up his partnership in Messrs. Duncan and Radcliffe 
to become Secretary to the Dock Board, Mr. J. G. (later Sir John Gray) Hill 
took his place. Like Squarey, he was. Secretary of the American Chamber 
of Commerce and of the Liverpool Steamship Owners' Association. He 
died on June 19, 1914 (Liverpool Courier, June 20, 1914).
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The offices of President, Vice-President and Treasurer 
were honorary, but the Secretary was paid. Early in 1802 
it was resolved

" that Mr. Brandreth be appointed Secretary for the ensuing 
year ; that he be paid twenty-five guineas as a compensation 
for his trouble up to this day, and that he be allowed fifty guineas 
for the ensuing year." l

A hundred guineas a year were paid after i8io.2 
When James Lowe, who had been Secretary since 1829, 
died in 1834, his widow was given a hundred guineas, 3 
and this may explain why his successors, Messrs. Rad- 
cliffe and Duncan, gave up their first year's salary. 4 
When the American Chamber's activities (and conse 
quently the Secretary's duties) decreased the salary was 
reduced to fifty guineas. 5

Treasurers were usually rewarded on leaving office. 
When James Cropper retired from the Treasurership in 
1838 after twenty-one years' service he was given fifty 
guineas' worth of plate. 6 William Maury retired in 1848 
after serving ten years and was given £200 " as a testi 
monial of the long and valuable services " he had per 
formed. 7 Henry Stolterfoht received plate worth a 
hundred guineas when he retired at the beginning of 
i86i. 8 He " said that he should prefer articles of a 
useful character rather than merely ornamental," so it

1 Jan. 26, 1802. 2 April 17, 1810. 3 Jan. 28 and Feb. 5, 1834.
  Messrs. Radcliffe and Duncan expressed their " thanks to the American 

Chamber for the confidence which they have been pleased to repose in us by 
the late appointment. In pursuance of a resolution formed by us when we 
offered ourselves as candidates for the Secretaryship, but which we did not 
think it right to communicate before the result of the election, we now beg 
to place our first year's salary at the disposal of the committee " (Feb. 5,
1834).

5 Jan. 30, 1907. 6 Feb. 9, 1838.
7 Oct. 3, 1848. Another resolution stated " that in fixing the amount of 

the above grant this meeting has been influenced in consideration of the 
peculiar circumstances which have led to Mr. Maury's resignation."

8 Feb. 7, 1861.
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was " resolved that the selection of the plate be left to 
Mr. Stolterfoht and afterwards communicated to the 
Committee." 1 At the final meeting of the American 
Chamber in September, 1908, the last treasurer J. N. 
Stolterfoht, Jun. was given a silver cup. 2

The financial position of the American Chamber during 
the greater part of the century was strong. At first 
there was an annual subscription of two guineas, 3 but 
in 1810 it was resolved

" that the subscription now due shall be immediately collected 
together with an additional subscription of 50% for the purpose 
of defraying the arrears of this association," *

and in future the old subscription was to be replaced 
by trade dues on imports of members. These dues were 
collected by a customs official the first was Thomas 
Parke who was paid a commission of 5 per cent, on the 
receipts for his trouble. 5 There are indications in the 
Minutes that in its early years the American Chamber 
did not command very considerable financial resources. 
Thus when the Orders in Council restricting foreign trade 
were repealed in 1812 the American Chamber voted £500 
to defray the expenses incurred by those Liverpool 
gentlemen who had assisted in procuring the repeal,

1 Feb. 12, 1861. The plate was presented at a dinner given to Mr. Stolter 
foht (Feb. 7 and 16 ; April 29, 1861).

! Sept. 21, 1908 : see below, p. 55. 3 Rule 3.
4 Jan. 30, 1810.
5 Ibid. Cf. Duncan and Stolterfoht, pp. 19-20. Details 

s. d. s. d.
Ashes per 100 barrels ..20 Timber cargoes (including 
Bark per 100 hogsheads . 5 o staves) each . . . .100 
Bark per 100 barrels ..20 If Timber in part only, per
Cotton wool per 100 bags . 3 
Rice, Indigo, etc., per 1,000

load ...... o oj
Boards, Oars, Handpikes, etc.,

packages ..... i o | per 120 ..... o oj 
Tobacco per 100 hogsheads 6 o Lathwood, per fathom . . o oi 
Wheat and other Grain per i Staves per 1,000 o i

100 qrs. .....20 All ships with cargoes, each 5 o
Dyewoods and Mahogany per

joo tons . , , . , 6 o |
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only £350 was paid at once the remainder would be 
paid when the Chamber could afford it. 1 When in 1814 
a presentation was made to Captain M'Leod the local 
naval commander during the war the American Chamber 
subscribed 50 guineas and expressed regret " that the 
reduced state of their funds would not allow them to 
grant a larger sum." 2

As the membership of the American Chamber increased 
it was able to build up reserves. In 1834 there were 
43 members and the Chamber had £1,338 5s. 5^. in 
hand. 3 In 1839 this was increased to nearly two thou 
sand pounds and it was decided to invest £1,500 in 
shares of the North Midland Railway. 4 By 1844 another 
£1,000 had been invested half in the Bristol and Exeter 
Railway and half in the London and Brighton Railway. 5 
Shortly afterwards the North Midland Railway bond was 
sold. 6 The trade dues which had brought in just over 
five hundred pounds in 1843 were modified in 1845. 7 
Investments again increased and in 1849 £750 was held 
in Dock Bonds and £3,000 in two mortgages. 8 In 1851

1 June 25, 1812.
2 July 8, 1814. In a letter of May 28, 1814, to Canning signed by repre 

sentatives of several mercantile associations (not, however, by the American 
Chamber), it was stated that "on leaving this town he (Capt. M'Leod) carries 
with him the regards and warmest wishes for his future welfare and pros 
perity . . ." It was hoped that other employment would be found for him. 
On June i Canning wrote to Lord Melville on the subject, enclosing this 
letter, and Melville replied on June 18 : "I was already aware that Capt. 
M'Leod had carried on the duty upon which he was employed at Liverpool 
very much to the satisfaction of the inhabitants of that town and I will not 
fail to make a note of the testimony which you have transmitted in his favour." 
Five years later nothing seems to have been done, and Melville was still 
keeping the matter in mind. He wrote to Canning on Feb. 28, 1819 : " I 
have made a note of Capt. M'Leod's wishes on the subject of employment 
and shall be glad to bear in mind the interest you have expressed in his 
favour when circumstances may enable me to bring him forward." The 
letters of May 28 and June 18, 1814, and of Feb. 28, 1819, are in the Liverpool 
Office Papers (Canning, 1814-25) in Liverpool Public Reference Library 
(Fq. 1531).

3 Feb. 5, 1834. 4 Jan. 29, 1839; Jan. 26, 1841. s Jan. 30, 1844.
'Jan. 29, 1845. 'Feb. 7, 1845.
8 Jan. 26, 1847; Jan. 26, 1848; Jan. 26, 1849; Jan. 28, 1851.
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the Chamber incurred heavy expenditure in promoting 
a Dock Bill. Yet, in the hope of increasing membership 
 which had fallen to twenty-two in this year the trade 
dues were reduced. Those on cotton, for example, were 
reduced from \d. to \d. per bale. Membership increased 
somewhat but income from trade dues, which had been 
£327 I2s. 3^. in 1851, never reached £300 in any of the 
seven following years. 1 In his report for 1857 the Trea 
surer stated that " there are 32 contributors to the rates 
of which one has paid over £30, two have paid above 
£20, eight above £10, four above £5 and seventeen below 
£5 down to 35." The Chamber's investments were now 
all in mortgages. 2 By 1859 membership had fallen to 
twenty-nine. 3 Another effort was made to attract new 
members. * It was arranged that existing members might 
either pay the old dues or a five-guinea subscription and 
that new members should pay the subscription. 5 By 
1860 membership had increased to fifty, by 1861 to 
fifty-two. 6 In 1865 the subscription was reduced to two 
guineas. 7 Membership was down to forty-two in 1868. 
Heavy expenditure was incurred at this time in support 
ing a new Dock Bill. 8 The financial position improved 
in the seventies and in 1884 the investments of the 
Chamber totalled nearly £4,000. 9 But the American 
Chamber was already losing ground in Liverpool and 
in the next year it was " resolved unanimously that a 
meeting of the Chamber be convened to consider the 
best mode of increasing the number of members so as 
to make it more thoroughly representative of the American 
trade of the Port." 10 No such meeting seems to have 
been held, but in January, 1887, it was resolved

1 Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 4. 2 Jan. 25, 1858.
3 Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 4. * Feb. 9, 16, 23 and March 3, 1859.
5 March 16, 1859.   Feb. i, 1860 ; Jan. 30, 1861.
' Feb. 13, 1865. * Feb. 14, 1868 ; Feb. 4, 1869.
8 Jan. 30, 1884. '"Jan. 28, 1885.
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" that it be referred to the General Committee to consider how 
this Chamber could be made more representative of the American 
Trade." *

The Committee's suggestions were carried out one of 
them being a reduction of the subscription to one guinea. 2 
Nevertheless membership fell: in 1896 there were 28 
ordinary and 7 honorary members, in 1899 2 5 ordinary 
and 6 honorary members. There was an increase in the 
new century, there being 38 ordinary and 7 honorary 
members in 1903. 3 In this year " by inadvertence " no 
subscriptions were collected. 4 In 1908 there were 30 
ordinary and 4 honorary or life members. 5 When the 
affairs of the Chamber were wound up (1908) £3,000, 
invested in Corporation Stock and London and North 
Western Railway shares, was handed over to the Liver 
pool Merchants' Guild as an " American Chamber of 
Commerce Fund " to provide four annuities of £30 each 
to

" decayed merchants who have been engaged in trade with the 
United States of America for not less than fifteen years, their 
widows or daughters." 6

The ordinary expenditure of the American Chamber  
which amounted to about £300 a year in the middle of 
the nineteenth century 7 included the salary of the 
Secretary, 8 the contribution to the Liverpool Office in 
London (1815-80), 9 the rent of a room shared with other 
associations (1851-63), 10 and annual subscriptions such

1 Jan. 31, 1887.
2 April 28, 1887 : it was also resolved " that those members who have 

paid a subscription of £2 2s. for the present year shall pay nothing for the 
next year."

3 Jan. 29, 1896; Jan. 31, 1900; Jan. 27, 1904. 4 Jan. 27, 1904.
6 For list, see Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 21, and Appendix B, below

(PP- 58-59)-
0 May 19 and Sept. 21, 1908 : Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 12.
7 Jan. 25, 1858. 8 See above, p. 6. " See below, pp. 13-23.
10 On April 7, 1842, it was resolved to engage a room " for the reception 

of newspapers and Parliamentary, Congressional, statistical and other papers 
for the use of the Chamber . . ." but nothing was done, and on Feb. 14,



the Port of Liverpool, 1801-1908. n

as ten guineas to the Seamen's Friendly Society (1822-73) 1 
and one guinea to the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 
(1850-71). 2

Extraordinary expenditure was incurred by sending 
deputations to London to see ministers, to give evidence 
before Parliamentary committees or to support or oppose 
Bills before Parliament. 3 Dinners of various kinds, 4 gifts 
of plate 5 or medals 6 to persons whom the Chamber 
desired to honour, subscriptions to special funds 7 and

1848, this resolution was "revived and confirmed." Jan. 28, 1851 (E. India 
and China Association, Cotton Brokers' Association and African Association 
also subscribed) ; Nov. 8, 1860 ; Nov. 26, 1860 (" That the American Chamber 
is willing to continue the joint occupancy at £30 per annum, but not more, 
for the term of one year from Jan. i, 1861 "); Dec. 10, 1860; Jan. 27, 1864 
(Annual Report for 1863 stated that " the room No. i Exchange Buildings, 
where the meetings of the Chamber have been held, having been given up 
by the East India and China Association at the beginning of the year, no 
other room has been engaged by this Chamber, but the subsequent meetings 
have been held at the office of the Secretary, No. 10 Water Street "). Until 
its dissolution the Chamber met at. 10 Water Street.

1 Jan. 26, 1822 ; March 3, 1874 (Treasurer reported to the Finance 
Committee " that he had made enquiries as to this Society but while he found 
it to be one of great utility he did not think that it had any claim on the 
Chamber, and recommended that the subscription should be discontinued." 
This was done). Other examples of the refusal of the American Chamber to 
contribute to charities or funds which had little claim upon members are 
given on Dec. 27, 1811 (Society for the Relief of the Poor in Liverpool) ; 
Oct. 14, 1846 (Sailors' Home Committee) ; Jan. 27, 1897 (Indian Famine 
Fund).

2 Jan. 29, 1850 ; May 22, 1871.
3 E.g. Oct. 29, 1824 ; April 25, 1828 (£400 towards expenses of sub 

committee set up by the mercantile associations to apply to Parliament for 
a new Dock Act) ; Feb. 2, 1838 (£81 is. to deputation which discussed com 
mercial crisis with the Government) ; Jan. 27, 1852 (over £2,000 expenses 
incurred over Dock Bill) ; Feb. 4, 1869 (£692 7s. zd. spent in supporting 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board before Committee of the House of 
Commons).

4 See below, pp. 25-28.
5 E.g. Jan. 27, 1815 (silver cups for those who had facilitated sending and 

receiving of letters during the War of 1812) ; June 10, 1825 (100 guineas, 
towards buying plate for William Huskisson) and examples given above, 
P. 6-7.

6 In 1867 four gold medals costing £350 were presented at a banquet  
to those concerned in laying the Atlantic cable (Sept. 20 and 27, Oct. 22, 
Dec. 12, 1866 ; Feb. 14, 18, 22 and 25, 1867), see below, p. 27.

7 E.g. Nov. 27, 1862 (£1,000 to Liverpool Relief Fund to assist cotton 
operatives unemployed owing to the cotton crisis at the period of the American 
Civil War: cf. June 5, 1867) ; Oct. 12, 1871 (£500 to relief of sufferers in
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payments towards the upkeep of lifeboats at or near 
Liverpool l also led to expenses of this kind.

The American Chamber of Commerce was usually 
fortunate in its investments. One mortgage, however, 
caused the Treasurers some anxiety. It was for £1,000 
 later reduced to £950 and was lent to Mr. Calvert 
on three dwelling-houses. He failed to pay the interest 
and the Chamber took over the houses, and for many 
years collected the rents. 2 The property depreciated in 
value but " at last the extension of the Dock works to 
its neighbourhood gave it value in another way." 3 In 
1881 Mr. W. Owen Elias bought the property for £1,250 
and this paid off both capital and arrears of interest. 4 
But the new purchaser was lent £1,000 (at 5 per cent.)

Chicago Fire) ; Sept. n, 1878 (£100 to local committee of the Yellow Fever 
Fund there had been a yellow fever epidemic in the United States); June 
3 and 4, 1897 (£200 to District Nursing Fund to celebrate Queen Victoria's 
long reign) ; Nov. 6, 1899 (£200 to Lord Mayor of Liverpool's Transvaal War 
Fund for widows and orphans and £100 to the American South African 
Hospital Ship Fund) ; Sept. 17, 1900 (£100 to Galveston Relief Fund. 
Galveston had suffered severely on Sept. 8 from a cyclone).

1 Jan. 9, 1811 (£100 for lifeboat to help vessels in distress in the Mersey, 
£10 los. a year as part payment of the Captain's salary and £10 IDS. a year 
as part payment of the salary " of a person of activity and integrity to be 
appointed on the lifeboat house at Formby for the purpose of taking care of 
ship-wrecked goods ") ; Aug. 15, 1828 (£10 towards establishing a lifeboat 
at Barmouth). The need for guarding against the stealing of shipwrecked 
goods at this time may be seen from the following letter written by Peel 
(Home Secretary) to William Huskissoii on Feb. n, 1824 : " I have to 
acknowledge the receipt of the statement transmitted to me by you from 
the Committee of Underwriters at Liverpool, relative to a wreck which lately 
occurred on the coast of Carnarvonshire when the goods were drifted on the 
shores of that county and of Denbighshire. And I beg to acquaint you that 
I have made a communication to the Gustos Rotulorum of each of those 
counties with a view to their calling the marked attention of the magistrates 
residing near the coast to this subject, and of urging them to a more prompt 
and rigid enforcement of the laws, by which property endangered by ship 
wreck is protected from waste and plunder. I have also requested that no 
pains may be spared in retaking the plunderers who were committed by the 
magistrates but (were) afterwards suffered to escape, and that I may be 
furnished with the names and residences of the constables who permitted 
their prisoners to escape, in order that they may be prosecuted for their 
offence " (Liverpool Office Papers Huskisson, 1814 and 1823-30).

2 Dec. 21, 1881, for full details; Calvert was dead by this time.
3 Jan. 31, 1883. 'Jan. 25, 1882; March 17, 1887.
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on the land shortly afterwards. 1 The interest was not 
paid regularly and in 1889 the mortgage was called in. 
Elias went bankrupt and paid is. 8^d. in the  £. Once 
more the American Chamber had to collect the rents. 2 

Throughout the greater part of the nineteenth century 
a channel commonly used by the American Chamber of 
Commerce for approaching the Government or Govern 
ment Departments was the Liverpool Office in London. 3 
The first mention of this office in the Minutes of the 
American Chamber was on December i, 1812, when it 
was decided that no such organisation was needed and 
that the Chamber would not co-operate with other mer 
cantile associations in supporting it. The Office was, 
however, established under John Backhouse, at 2 Fludyer 
Street, by other mercantile associations. In April, 1814, 
John Gladstone, then Chairman of the Committee of the 
Associated Bodies of Trade, wrote to the Liverpool 
Common Council asking for financial support for the 
Liverpool Office. The Council declined as it had " for 
many years past " had an agent (Mr. Simon Cock) in 
London. 4 A year later the American Chamber of Com 
merce decided to support the Liverpool Office. It 
resolved that as the Office had been

" useful in protecting the interests of the American trade of this 
port . . . the sum of fifty guineas be remitted by the Treasurer 
to Mr. Backhouse for his services for the current year." 6

In 1816 £100 was paid. 6 In that year John Backhouse

1 Feb. 27, 1882.
2 Jan. 30 and April u, 1889 ; June 10 and 18, 1890 ; Jan. 25, 1893 ; cf. 

Dec. 14, 1894, Feb. 15, 1899 ("£48 155. received from rents of our property 
at Bootle towards the interest on our mortgage " Treasurer's Report for 
'898), Jan. 30, 1901, Jan. 29, 1902.

3 Cf. W. O. Henderson, The Liverpool Office. Economica, Nov. 1933.
* MS. Proceedings of the Select Finance Committee of the Common Council, 

Vol. Ill (1814-20), April 6, 1814 (p. 19) and May 23, 1814 (p. 30). Cf. 
J. Touzeau, Rise and Progress of Liverpool from 1531 to 1833 (Liverpool, 
1910), II, pp. 767-8.

" Sept. 22, 1815.   Feb. 17, 1816.
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became Canning's private secretary and he enquired 
whether, in the circumstances, he should continue to 
run the Liverpool Office. The American Chamber there 
upon praised the " fidelity, talent and assiduity " with 
which Backhouse had performed his duties as Secretary 
of the Liverpool Office and " having no reason to appre 
hend that the new appointment . . . will in any degree 
interfere with the future faithful and diligent perform 
ance of those duties " confirmed Backhouse in his old 
office. 1 Shortly afterwards it was decided to grant £100 
a year "until the further notice of this Association" 
to the Liverpool Office which was now described as 
" under the direction of the Members of the Borough." 2 
In 1818 the grant was raised to £150 a year. 3 When 
Backhouse became Bathurst's private secretary the 
American Chamber considered that the holding of this 
post was " not incompatible " with his duties at the 
Liverpool Office. 4 In 1823 Backhouse resigned his 
Secretaryship of the Liverpool Office on accepting a 
post under the Government. 5

Another Secretary of the Liverpool Office had therefore 
to be elected. A general meeting of the American 
Chamber was held at the end of March, 1823, and William 
Wainewright was chosen for the post. 6 On April 4 a 
meeting of delegates from various associated bodies 
unanimously confirmed this. 7

1 Sept. 16, 1816. 2 Jan. 13, 1817. 3 Jan. 30, 1818. * Jan. 26, 1821.
6 March 7, 1823. Some correspondence between Backhouse and Huskisson 

is preserved in the Huskisson Papers in the British Museum Add. MSS. 
38742 (f. 107), 38744 (f. 325), 38745 (fi. 86, 91 and 105), 38750 (ff. 5, 69 and 
196), 38751 (f. 318), 38752 (f. 106), 38753 (ff. 86 and 130), 38754 (f. 286) : 
for letters of Backhouse to Canning see Add. MSS. 38742 (f. 39) and 38744 
(f. 75). Cf. Billinge's Liverpool Advertiser, March 4, 1823.

6 March 29, 1823. It was also resolved " that if the West India Association 
shall insist on having two additional votes, in respect of the £50 agreed to 
be advanced by them for the first year, this Association will insist on the 
same number of votes with an additional number of delegates."

' Ibid. Cf. Billinge's Liverpool Advertiser, April 8, 1823 (" Mr. Wainewright 
has been appointed to succeed Mr. Backhouse as Secretary to the Liverpool 
Office in London "), C. Lawrence to Wm. Huskisson, April 4, 1823 (Liverpool
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Wainewright performed his duties satisfactorily and 
on January 13, 1825, the President of the American 
Chamber was

" directed to communicate to Mr. Wainewright the high sense 
entertained by the members of this Association of his services 
and uniform attention to their interests." *

The American Chamber of Commerce now raised its 
subscription from £100 to £125 and voted an extra £100 
to Wainewright

" towards remunerating him for the expenses which he has 
personally incurred since his appointment to the Liverpool Office

Office Papers, Huskisson, 1814 and 1823-30), G. S. Veitch, " Huskisson and 
Liverpool" (Liverpool, 1929 reprinted from Trans. Lanes. and Ches. Hist. 
Soc., Vol. 80), p. 37. The following notice appeared in Billinge's Liverpool 
Advertiser, April 15, 1823 :
To the Members of the East India Association, West India Association, 

American Chamber of Commerce, Portugal, Brazil, South American and 
Mexican Association, Saltshippers' Association.

April 5, 1823. 
GENTLEMEN,

I hasten to express my heartfelt acknowledgements of the distinguished 
proof of esteem and confidence with which you have just honoured me. 
If, indeed, there can be any alloy to the satisfaction which I experience on 
this occasion, it is the necessity which your very kindness has imposed upon 
me of withdrawing myself from a society to which I am attached by so 
many and such honourable obligations.

The only effectual manner in which I can hope to evince myself at once 
worthy of your favour, and sensible to your extraordinary kindness, is by 
steady, faithful and impartial performance of the duties which you have 
confided in me.

In this point I trust that you will not feel me deficient. The instructions 
which 1 have received from the Committee of Delegates, to proceed to London 
with as little delay as possible, will, I trust, be considered a sufficient apology 
for the omission of the duty which I was anxious to perform, of paying my 
personal respects to you on this occasion.

With sentiments of the profoundest respect and of the warmest gratitude, 
I have the honour to be,

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and devoted Servant,

WM. WAINEWRIGHT.
1 Cf. Speeches of Wm. Huskisson ... (3 vols., London, 1831), III, p. 682, 

for a tribute to Wainewright by Huskisson on Feb. 5, 1828. There are two 
bundles of Wainewright's correspondence in the Liverpool Office Papers 
(I, 1823-32; II, 1833-36). Cf. Brit. Mus.,' Add. MSS., 38758 (f. 224), 
38748 (f. 40), 38758 (f. 288).
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in procuring Parliamentary Papers and for stationery, postages, 
etc., of which expenses the members were not previously 
aware." 1

The payment of £125 a year continued until Waine- 
wright's death at the age of eighty in 1857.2

By this time the Corporation had changed its original 
attitude towards the Liverpool Office : £50 a year had 
been voted to Wainewright in 1824, £100 a year in 1827 
and £200 a year in 1843. 3 Various mercantile associa 
tions 4 and the Dock Board 6 also subscribed and the 
total income of the Office was between £700 and £800. 6

In the early years of the nineteenth century the 
Liverpool Office was used for political as well as for 
commercial purposes. 7 So far as the American Chamber

1 Sept. 17, 1828.
2 The salary (£31 55.) for the quarter in which Wainewright died was paid 

to Miss Wainewright, who returned the money explaining that the family 
could not accept " what was not strictly due to the services of their father, 
and what with his peculiarly nice sense of honour he might not have approved 
of." The Secretary sent the money a second time and it was again returned. 
Eventually it seems to have been accepted, for in the accounts for 1858 there 
is a reference to " gift to Miss Wainewright, £31 55." (Oct. 28 and Dec. 10, 
1857, and Jan. 25, 1859).

3 MS. Minutes of the Common Council of Liverpool, Vol. 15, p. 444 (July 
7, 1824), p. 667 (Aug. i, 1827), Vol. 19, p. 432 (Aug. 2, 1843) : MS. Minutes 
of the Finance Council, Vol. 9, p. 168 (July 29, 1836), p. 737 (July 30, 1841) : 
cf. Liverpool Chronicle, Oct. 24, 1857.

4 E.g. £100 from the Brazil and River Plate Association (T. F. Dyson to 
Wainewright, Feb. 5, 1829 : Liverpool Office Papers, Wainewright, Vol. I, 
1823-32), £50 from the Mexican and South American Association until 1834 
when the subscription was discontinued (William Cator to Wainewright, 
Jan. 25, 1834, and endorsement: Liverpool Office Papers, Wainewright, 
Vol. II, 1833-36) and £21 from the British North American Association 
(W. H. Smith to Wainewright, Nov. 18, 1833 : ibid.}.

6 E.g. £100 for the year June 25, 1841, to June 24, 1842 ; £50 for 1842-3 
and £100 for 1843-4 (Dock Board Accounts, British Museum, 1866, e. n (2)).

6 Liverpool Chronicle, Oct. 24, 1857.
7 Certainly so long as Canning and Gascoigne (1812-23), Huskisson and 

Gascoigne (1823-30), Wm. Ewart, Jun., and Gascoigne (1830-31), Ewart 
and Lord Sandon (later Earl of Harrowby) (1831-37) were members for 
Liverpool. Ewart was defeated at Liverpool in 1837; Lord Sandon did 
not seek re-election in 1847. For Liverpool Members of Parliament, see 
two articles on " Liverpool's Representatives in Parliament," Liverpool Post 
and Mercury, April 22 and 26, 1905. There are many examples of the 
political side of the Office's work in the Liverpool Office Papers (Liverpool
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was concerned, however, it is the commercial side of 
the work of the Liverpool Office that is of interest and 
there are examples of this (when Wainewright was 
Secretary) both in the Minutes of the American Chamber 
and in the Liverpool Office Papers. In January, 1825, 
a memorial was sent to the Post Office through Waine 
wright, 1 and in the following year a petition in favour 
of a Liverpool and Manchester Railway was sent to the 
Office to be passed on to Huskisson for presentation to 
the House of Commons. 2 In 1827 the American Chamber 
petitioned the Board of Trade in favour of the admis 
sion free of duty of old British sheathing copper (taken 
from the bottom of vessels to be replaced by fresh 
copper), and in December of that year the President 
of the Chamber asked Wainewright to find out why no 
reply had been received. 3 E. Cearns (President of the 
American Chamber) wrote to Wainewright to ask 
" whether there is any foundation for the report cir 
culating through the newspapers of an intention on the 
part of ministers to propose some other fresh or addi 
tional duties likely to affect the American trade par 
ticularly." * In February, 1831, Wainewright was asked
Public Reference Library) and in the Huskissou Papers (British Museum). 
Cf. G. S. Veitch, Huskisson and Liverpool. Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes. &  
Ches. 80, pp. 3, 16, 19 and 37.

1 Jan. 13, 1825.
2 Jan. 23, 1826. The confidence which the American Chamber of Com 

merce had in Huskisson may be seen from a passage in a letter feim the 
President to Huskisson enclosing a memorial " praying for a repeal of the 
ad valorem duty of i% on the exportation of British manufactures." The 
President stated that the Chamber " respectfully request the favour of your 
presenting this memorial to their Lordships in such a manner as to have the 
repeal of the duty included in the measures about to be brought forward 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer : and they rely upon your accustomed 
exertions to meet their wishes, when their object coincides with your views " 
(British Museum, Add. MSS. 38754 (f. 206), Feb. 19, 1824).

3 Liverpool Office Papers, Wainewright, Vol. i, 1823-32, William Rathbone 
to Wainewright, Dec. 17, 1827. For copper sheathing, see R. Stewart Brown. 
Liverpool Ships in the Eighteenth Century (Liverpool, 1932), ch. 7.

4 Liverpool Office Papers, Wainewright, Vol. i, 1823-32, E. Cearns to Waine 
wright, Feb. 5, 1829. Cf. a similar enquiry from J. T. Alston (who had been 
President of the American Chamber of Commerce in 1828) on Feb. 7, 1829.

C
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to take up the question of the " Liverpool Customs Bill 
of Entry." 1 Twelve years later he assisted in the 
opposition offered by the American Chamber to a Dock 
Bill. 2 In 1845 there is a record of an enquiry made 
by the American Chamber through Wainewright as to 
the exact date on which the repeal of the import duty 
on raw cotton was to take effect. 3

Wainewright died on October 2, 1857.* A resolution 
of sympathy with his relatives was passed by the Ameri 
can Chamber on October 20. On the following day it 
was resolved

" that the President be requested to attend the meeting of the 
(Liverpool) Chamber of Commerce to-morrow, and that, with 
out pledging the Chamber to any individual, the President be 
authorised to subscribe to the extent of £10 "

towards the upkeep of the Liverpool Office in London. 5 
At this meeting of representatives of the mercantile 
associations at the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce it 
was agreed to continue the Liverpool Office. 6 There 
were four candidates for the Secretaryship Messrs. 
Thomas Baines, Henry Bremner, Thomas Bell and 
Robert Tronson. Thomas Baines proposed to continue 
the Office on his own responsibility and issued the 
following printed circular :

-1 Feb. 4, 1831.
" May i, 1843. Two Dock Bills (one for Liverpool and one for Birkenhead) 

were passed in 1844. A volume of newspaper cuttings on the subject is in 
the Laird Papers in the Birkenhead Public Reference Library (" Dock Bill, 
1844 " printed on the cover).

3 May 17, 1845. For other references to Wainewright, see Minutes of 
the American Chamber of Commerce, Jan. 29, 1838, and Aug. i, 1843, 
and Liverpool Office Papers (Wainewright, Vol. I, 1823-32), G. Orred 
(Secretary of American Chamber of Commerce) to Wainewright, Jan. 26, 
1828.

4 Oct. 28, 1857 : cf. Liverpool Chronicle, Oct. 10, 1857 ; Liverpool Mail, 
Oct. to, 1857.

' Oct. 21, 1857.

  Oct. 28, 1857.
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THE LIVERPOOL OFFICE IN LONDON.
To the Commercial Associations, Merchants, Bankers, Shipowners, 

Brokers and Members of the Legal Profession of Liverpool. 
GENTLEMEN,

I beg respectfully to inform you that I am about to form 
an Office in London, for the purpose of collecting commercial and 
other information, and for the further purpose of facilitating 
public and private business, connected with the town and port 
of Liverpool. In this office every facility will be given to in 
dividual firms and public bodies, which was afforded by the 
Liverpool Office whilst it was under the direction of Mr. Back 
house and the late Mr. Wainewright ; and other commercial 
facilities and conveniences will be added, which were not thought 
necessary when those gentlemen were appointed to office, but 
which have become so from the rapid and still increasing growth 
of the commercial interests of Liverpool. The following objects 
will be kept in view in conducting this establishment 

The offices for business, which will be large and convenient, and 
situated in the neighbourhood of the Houses of Parliament and 
the Courts of Law at Westminster, will be open at all times to 
the subscribers to this institution, who may have occasion to visit 
London on public or private business. All the London and Liver 
pool papers will be taken and carefully filed for reference ; and 
telegraphic messages will be received and published several times 
a day, of all events connected with the commerce, navigation, 
and other great interests of the port. Having spent the last 
four sessions of Parliament in London on the business of the 
Corporation, and having become familiarly acquainted with 
the mode of doing business in London, I trust that I shall be 
able to render to public associations, to deputations and to in 
dividuals, the same facilities in the way of introduction, and 
in the arrangements for conducting business, which were rendered 
by my very esteemed predecessors, Mr. Backhouse and Mr. 
Wainewright.

The whole of the Parliamentary and Official Papers issued 
in the United Kingdom and in the Colonies will be received 
and preserved for purposes of reference ; and the utmost pains 
will be taken to collect all Official Papers connected with com 
merce and navigation which may be issued by the various foreign 
Governments with which the merchants and shipowners of Liver 
pool are brought into contact in their commercial operations.

Copies of all Bills introduced into Parliament, which have any
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bearing on the commercial and other leading interests of Liverpool, 
will be kept at the Office in London, and summaries of those 
Bills as well as all alterations proposed in them whilst before 
Parliament, and of all Acts of Parliament resulting from them, 
will be forwarded to the Commercial and other Public Bodies 
of Liverpool.

A report will be forwarded early in every month to each of 
the subscribers to the Liverpool Office, of all official and well- 
authenticated intelligence respecting the commercial events of 
the previous months. These Reports I shall prepare myself with 
the greatest care, and in the hope of making this worthy to 
be preserved, and to be bound up in a volume as an " Annual 
Register of Commerce and Navigation." The first Report, which 
will be published in January next, will contain an account of 
the commerce of Liverpool for the year 1857 and a Report of 
the present state of the port, docks, and the commercial estab 
lishments in Liverpool. This will serve as a record of the con 
dition in which those establishments were left by the Corporation 
and Dock Estate, who have hitherto had the management of 
them, and in which they were received by the " Mersey Con 
servancy Board " to which they are to be transferred in January 
1858.!

I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your very obedient Servant,

THOMAS BAINES. 
Terms of Subscription. 

For private individuals, One guinea a year.
Communications on this subject to be addressed to Mr. 

Baines at the Athenaeum, Liverpool, or to Messrs. Benson and 
Makett's, late the " Liverpool Times Office," Liverpool. 

For Commercial, Banking, Trading and other Companies, Five 
guineas a year. 2

The American Chamber of Commerce, having heard 
its President's report of the meeting of the mercantile

1 This was published under the title Liverpool in 1859. He had already 
written a History of the Commerce and Town of Liverpool (Liverpool, 1852) 
and had been proprietor and editor of the Liverpool Times. For T. Baines 
see Liverpool Daily Courier, Nov. i, 1881.

1 Oct. 28, 1857. T. Baines modestly omitted to mention another qualifica 
tion the fact that he was the brother of a cabinet minister. The Liverpool 
Chronicle (Oct. 24, 1857), Liverpool Mail (Oct. 17, 1857) and Liverpool Albion 
(Oct. 26, 1857) favoured T. Baines's scheme.
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associations at the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, 
resolved

" that the office proposed to be established in London by Mr. 
Thomas Baines on his own responsibility meets with the approval 
of this Chamber, and that this Chamber is prepared to sub 
scribe £25 per annum to the support of such office so long as 
they shall deem the same desirable." 1

A later meeting (December 30, 1857) of the representa 
tives of mercantile associations (at which no deputy of 
the American Chamber was present) confirmed Thomas 
Baines's appointment and the following printed state 
ment was issued :

DUTIES TO BE PERFORMED BY THE SECRETARY OF " THE LIVER 
POOL OFFICE IN LONDON " APPROVED BY THE SUB-COMMITTEE 
OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ACTING FOR THE CORPORATION, 
AND THE CONFERENCE OF DEPUTIES FROM THE COMMERCIAL 
ASSOCIATIONS.

I. Collecting Information.
1. To watch all proceedings in Parliament, and peruse all 

Bills and Reports having a Mercantile bearing, or likely, in any 
other way, to affect the interests of Liverpool.

2. To obtain and file Official Papers of the United Kingdom, 
the Colonies, and as far as possible, of Foreign Countries, especially 
interesting to Liverpool, and in particular the votes and other 
Printed Papers of the Imperial Parliament.

3. To take in and file the London Times and one Liverpool 
and one Manchester newspaper.

II. Imparting Information.
1. To render to the Chamber of Commerce for general reference, 

and to any other Association specially requiring them on paying 
their cost, copies of any Bills or Parliamentary Papers which 
may be likely to interest the Mercantile Associations ; also any 
alterations proposed to be introduced into such during their 
progress through Parliament.

2. The members of the various supporting Societies to be 
allowed access to the office at all suitable hours, for the purpose of 
obtaining information on Parliamentary or Commercial subjects.

1 Oct. 28, 1857.
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III. Assistance to the Members of the Borough.
1. The Office to be constantly at their service.
2. The Secretary to send to the private residences of the 

members each morning the letters he may have received at the 
office which are of interest to them or require their attention, 
and to execute their routine correspondence and the details of 
their public business, as far as may be required of him by them.

IV. Facilities to Liverpool Men who visit London on public 
business.

1. To give advice and assistance in reference to the presenta 
tion of petitions to Parliament and memorials to Government, 
and otherwise in furtherance of Parliamentary business.

2. To make prior arrangements for the interviews sought by 
deputations, for whom the Office is to be available as a place of 
rendezvous.

V. To visit Liverpool, if requested, before the meeting of 
Parliament in each Session and communicate, personally, with 
the Associated Bodies.

VI. To represent the Subscribing Associated Bodies, or any 
of them, in cases in which Deputations are not needed, and 
form a medium of Communication between those bodies and 
parties in London.

VII. The Office to be called " The Liverpool Office," and no 
public business to be conducted there but such as relates to the 
Borough and Port of Liverpool. 1

There are significant differences between Thomas 
Baines's original project and his final instructions. 
Baines had suggested that he should run an indepen 
dent organisation supported by subscribers : actually 
he became the servant of the mercantile associations 
and of the Corporation (for whom he had already worked 
in London). 2 Baines had not mentioned the Members 
of the Borough : his instructions virtually turned him 
into the private secretary in London of the Liverpool

1 Jan. 15, 1858.
2 The Corporation reduced its subscription to the Liverpool Office at this 

time from £200 to £100 a year (Minutes of Finance Committee (Vol. 15), 
Nov. 20, 1857 (p. 508), (Vol. 16), Nov. 26, 1858 (p. 134), Liverpool Mail, 
Dec. 5, 1857, Liverpool Chronicle, Dec. 5, 1857). The subscription was raised 
to £200 again in 1859 (Minutes of Finance Committee (Vol. 16), May 6, 1859 
(p. 229)).
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M.P.s the tradition of the days of Canning and Hus- 
kisson being thus to some extent carried on.

The contribution of the American Chamber of Com 
merce to the expenses of the Liverpool Office in Lon 
don was considerably smaller than that which had been 
made in Wainewright's day and the Treasurer observed 
with satisfaction that " a considerable saving will be 
made henceforth by the cessation of the payment to 
the late Mr. Wainewright." 1 The subscription of £25 
was raised to £50 in 1859, 2 was reduced to £25 again 
in 1867, 3 and was shortly afterwards further reduced 
to twenty guineas. 4 It remained at that figure until 
1880, after which no further payments were made by 
the American Chamber of Commerce. 6

As an association of persons engaged in Anglo-American 
trade the American Chamber of Commerce naturally took 
a leading part in welcoming Ambassadors from the 
United States when they came to this country and, 
until the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Liver 
pool was the usual port of arrival. In 1846 L. M'Lane 
was welcomed, in 1856 G. M. Dallas. 6 On May 10, 
1861, a welcome was extended to Charles Francis Adams

1 Jan. 25, 1858. "June 27, 1859. s Feb. 14, 1867. 4 Feb. 4, 1869.
s Dec. 15, 1880 ; Jan. 25, 1882. The (Incorporated) Chamber of Com 

merce was subscribing £40 a year in the sixties (see, e.g., the Treasurer's 
Account in the Report of the Council presented at the i6th Annual Meeting, 
Jan. 26, 1866, p. 18). The Liverpool Office in London was eventually con 
trolled entirely by the Corporation. Mr. Vincent Baines assisted Thomas 
Baines until his death in 1880 ; then Mr. A. H. Aspinall assisted Thomas 
Baines. On Thomas Baines's death in 1881, Aspinall took over his office in 
3 Storey's Gate for the Liverpool Corporation. In 1892 his lease expired and 
his connection with the Liverpool Office ended. The Corporation then leased 
23 Abingdon Street from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and gave up 
the office when the lease came to an end in 1913. Then the Corporation 
arranged for the use of two rooms in Messrs. Martin & Co.'s offices in 27 
Abingdon Street (MS. Minutes of Finance Committee, Vol. 34, p. 117 (April 
6, 1880), Vol. 35, p. 486 (Nov. 25, 1881), Vol. 48, p. 465 (Feb. 12, 1892), 
Vol. 49, p. 63 (June 17, 1892), Vol. 14 (New Series), p. 121 (Dec. 20, 1912)). 
" No other municipality has ever had a London Office " (S. and B. Webb, 
English Local Government: the Manor and Borough, II, 484-5 n.).

 July 20, 1846; Feb. 25, 1856.
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who served as Minister during the trying years of the 
American Civil War. 1 His successor, Reverdy Johnson, 
was welcomed in 1868. 2 On May 30, 1869, a new am 
bassador arrived J. L. Motley, the historian. He had 
with him " thirty-one immense boxes and travelling 
cases," his wife, three daughters and two waiting-maids. 
On the following morning at the Adelphi Hotel, deputa 
tions from the American Chamber and from other bodies 
waited upon Motley and after formal addresses had been 
read the Minister " entered into conversation with the 
deputation upon general topics, the weather, that most 
prolific of all subjects to persons who meet for the first 
time, forming the basis of the conversation." 3 Early 
in 1871 when General Schenk, Motley's successor, was 
expected to arrive an address was agreed upon and the 
Secretary was told if possible to arrange " for an audience 
for the Chamber as distinct from that of any other 
body presenting addresses." 4 The General landed in 
June and, when the address was presented at the North 
Western Hotel, replied as follows :

" Mr. President and Gentlemen, You good people of Liverpool, 
who live down here by the sea, have a familiarity with the ocean 
which in your minds almost 'breeds contempt.' Your asso 
ciations are constantly with those who come and go upon the 
great waters of the deep, and so you perhaps can scarcely under 
stand the discomforts of a voyage, and are hardly prepared to 
appreciate the condition of an inhabitant of the interior of a 
continent who has but this moment landed on your shores, and 
who still feels the rolling of the ship which has brought him to 
receive your welcome . . ." 5

In 1876 so eager were the Liverpool authorities and 
mercantile associations to see the next American Minister

1 May 10, 1861, and newspaper extract on p. 447 of Vol. II of the Minutes. 
For Charles Francis Adams, Sen. (1807-1886), see Life by his son, Charles 
Francis Adams, Jun. (Boston, 1900), and Dictionary of American Biography.

2 June 26, 1868. 3 May 30, 1869 (extract from Liverpool Daily Post).
4 Jan. 31, 1871.
' May 27, 1871 (newspaper extracts).
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(Mr. E. Pierrepont) that a special tender was sent out 
to meet the vessel bringing him to England. Addresses 
of welcome were read and Mr. Pierrepont came ashore 
in the tender. 1 Mr. Welsh was greeted in the following 
year, but after 1877, no American Ambassador seems 
to have landed in Liverpool. 2

Not merely addresses but dinners were given to Ameri 
can ambassadors and others. Ambassadors, however, 
were sometimes none too anxious to receive the honour 
that the American Chamber desired to bestow. In 1825, 
for example, Mr. King

" received the invitations with expressions of great kindness 
and regretted that he is labouring under such indisposition, 
occasioned by his voyage, as to be unable to accept the invitation 
which, under other circumstances, he would with pleasure have 
availed himself." 3

In 1853 James Buchanan wrote that he could not accept 
an invitation to dinner as he was too busy, 4 and the 
same excuse was made by the American Minister in 
1887. 5 Two years later Robert Lincoln refused the 
American Chamber's invitation as

1 July 3) 1876 (extract from Liverpool Daily Courier, July 4, 1876).
2 Dec. u, 1877. At the Centenary Celebration of the American Chamber, 

J. N. Stolterfoht, Sen., said : "... One function which we unfortunately 
have of late had no opportunity of exercising, was the welcoming of American 
Ministers and prominent statesmen on their arrival in this countrv. . . . 
All this is now changed, other ports are found more convenient, and since 1877 
no American Minister, I believe, has come by way of Liverpool " (Pamphlet  
American Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool Centenary Celebration : 
Complimentary Banquet to the Hon. Whitelaw Reid, July 17, 1902 (Liverpool, 
1902)).

In December, 1854, when Lord Elgin arrived in Liverpool from the United 
States, an address was presented to him " expressing satisfaction at the 

| results of his Lordship's negotiations with the Government of the United 
States in effecting the Reciprocity Treaty between the two countries " 
(Dec. 5, 1854)-

! American Consuls in Liverpool received the congratulations of the American 
Chamber when appointed : see, for example, May 17, 1842 ; Nov. 22, 1844 ; 
July 9, 1845 ; Aug. 4, 1849 ; Dec. 20, 1872.

3 June 24, 1825. *Sept. 9, 1853. 5 April n, 1887.
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" there will be so many occasions during my stay in England 
on which I shall have to make a public appearance as one of 
the guests that it will be greatly more agreeable to me to avoid 
being considered the principal guest at any one." 1

And in 1898 Colonel John Hay, the retiring American 
Minister, declined an invitation to dinner. 2

On other occasions the American Chamber was more 
fortunate. In 1852 J. R. Ingersoll, the American 
Minister, agreed to come to dinner, 3 and he was enter 
tained at the Adelphi Hotel on January 4, 1853. 4 The 
dinner sub-committee invited representatives of the Press 
to attend :

" Cards to be sent to the reporters from the London Times 
(Liverpool Albion) and the London Morning Post (Liverpool 
Standard] in addition to the editors of the Liverpool Times and 
the Liverpool Courier to be accommodated at a side table." '

On July n, 1857, a banquet was held in honour of the 
Captain and officers of the American steam frigate Niagara 
which was laying the first Atlantic cable in conjunction 
with H.M.S. Agamemnon. 6

In September, 1866, the Liverpool Chamber of Com 
merce asked the American Chamber to join in giving 
a banquet to celebrate the successful completion of the 
Atlantic cable. The proposal was rejected and the 
American Chamber appointed a sub-committee to dis-

1 Nov. n, 1889. 2 Feb. 15, 1899.
3 Sept. 30, 1852. Cf. Dec. 14, 1852. (For dinner to R. J. Walker, formerly 

Secretary of the U.S.A. Treasury, see Nov. 10 and 17, 1851.)
4 Jan. 26, 1853.
5 Jan. 3, 1853. A further illustration of the attitude of the American 

Chamber to the press at this time may be seen in 1868 when it was suggested 
that representatives of a number of newspapers including even the Porcupine 
 should be invited to send representatives to a dinner given in honour of 
Reverdy Johnson. An amendment was carried : " That the invitation above 
mentioned be confined to the Editors of the Alercury, Daily Post, Courier 
and Albion and to Mr. Nightingale (being the same gentlemen as were invited 
to the Cable Banquet (of 1867)) " (Oct. 13, 1868).

6 May 14, 1857, and June (exact date not given), 1857. Other invitations 
were issued, including one to " Rector Campbell. If Rector declines send 
card to Rev. I. R. Conner, St. Simon's," July 2, 1857.
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cuss how it should celebrate the laying of the cable. 1 
The committee suggested that medals should be given 
to those principally concerned, 2 and later it was decided 
to present the medals at a dinner to be held in the Law 
Association Rooms in Cook Street (1867). 3 A dinner 
was given to Reverdy Johnson (American Minister) on 
October 22, 1868. Delegates attending International 
Cotton Conventions were entertained by the American 
Chamber on July n, 1877,* and on November 26, 
1891. 5 In August, 1890, a dinner was given in honour 
of the delegates of the Association for the Reform and 
Codification of the Law of Nations.

In September, 1896, the British Association held its 
Congress in Liverpool and on the 23rd of that month 
the American Chamber gave a dinner at the A delphi 
to some of the delegates mainly distinguished Ameri-

1 Sept. 20, 1866. Cf. June 10, 1890, and Jan. 17, 1897, for other examples 
of the American Chamber's dislike of co-operating with other bodies on such 
occasions. In 1890 the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce enquired whether 
the American Chamber and other mercantile associations would entertain 
the delegates of the Association for the Reform of the Law of Nations which 
was holding a conference at Liverpool: the American Chamber decided to 
give a dinner and to be the sole host. On the second occasion (1897) " the 
advisability of the Chamber acting in conjunction with others in the Port 
in entertaining the retiring American Consul at a dinner was discussed . . . 
and the opinion was expressed that it was not consistent with the traditions 
of the Chamber nor expedient for the Chamber to act in such a matter in 
conjunction with others." In 1905, however, the American Chamber spent 
£50 " towards payment of one fourth of the expenses of a public dinner to 
be given to the members of the International Maritime Committee amending 
the coming meeting of the Conference in Liverpool . . ." (May 31, 1905).

2 Sept. 27, Oct. 22 and Dec. 12, 1866.
3 Feb. 18, 22 and 25, 1867.
1 June n, 15, 20, 27, July 4, 9 and 10, 1877, and newspaper extract.
5 March 25, May 28, 1891 (Finance Council refused to agree to dinner 

because of the expense), Oct. 22 (Finance Council agreed to spend up to £100 
on the dinner which " was fixed for Thursday, Nov. 26, which was found on 
communication by the telephone with the Adelphi Hotel would be available 
for the purpose "), Oct. 28, Nov. 9 (dinner to cost 255. a head and wine extra), 
Nov. 17 ("it was resolved to invite the Chairman of the Fruit Trade 
Association if there were such an Association in existence, which Mr. 
Marsh undertook to ascertain and inform the Secretary), Nov. 24, 1891 
(Fruit Brokers' Association invited : James Maury's portrait to hang in room 
where dinner was being held), and Jan. 27, 1892.

1
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cans. The American Ambassador (T. F. Bayard) was 
present. 1 Six years later (1902) a Centenary Banquet 
was held, the guest of honour being Charles Whitelaw 
Reid, Special Ambassador from the United States to 
Edward VII's coronation. J. N. Stolterfoht, Sen., who 
had been elected to the Chamber in 1853 and was now 
its senior member, responded to the toast of the American 
Chamber. 2

Other functions were of a less formal nature. Such 
were the dinners which members attended in the early 
days of the existence of the Chamber. In February, 
1808, for example, a newspaper report of a dinner of 
the American Chamber concluded 

" The evening was spent with that hilarity and good humour 
which has always distinguished such meetings : some excellent 
songs were sung ; and after enjoying themselves to a late hour 
the company departed highly delighted with the conviviality of 
the night." 3

In the circumstances it is, perhaps, not surprising that 
there is no record of this dinner in the Minutes. 4 Such, 
too, was the dinner given to Henry Stolterfoht in 1861 
when he was given a hundred guineas' worth of plate 
on ceasing to be treasurer. Informal was the excursion 
up the Manchester Ship Canal which members of the

1 June 24, July 24, 27, 1896 (" Mr. Hageman (of the Adelphi) undertook 
to submit menu with details of proposed arrangements to include decoration 
and everything except music at the price of 255. per head. It was impressed 
upon him that everything was to be done in the very best style "), July 31, 
Sept. 3, 7, 18, 21, 22, 23, 1896 ; Jan. 27, 1897, and newspaper extracts (after 
minute of Sept. 23, 1896).

s Dec. 31, 1901 ; Jan. 29, April 23, June 10, 19, 23 and 30, July i, 14, 
15, 1902, and Jan. 27, 1903 (details of expenses). See also the pamphlet, 
American Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool Centenary Celebration : Compli 
mentary Banquet to the Hon. Whitelaw Reid, July 17, 1902 (Liverpool, 1902). 
The manager of the Adelphi " offered to provide banquet at either 305. or 
42$. per head according to the date of champagne used . . ." (June 23, 1902), 
the sub-committee tasted the wines and agreed on the cheaper dinner 
(June 30, 1902).

3 Reproduced in Liverpool Courier, Feb. 19, 1908.
  Liverpool Courier, Feb. 20, 1908 (letter from Sir J. G. Hill).

J
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American Chamber and of the Underwriters' Association 
made on June 2, 1894. 1 At one of the meetings of the 
sub-committee in charge of the arrangements

" a discussion took place as to whether the excursion should 
be up or down the Canal (it being agreed that it was not desirable 
to go both up and down) and this point was left to be decided 
at a meeting to be arranged by the President of the Chamber 
and of the (Underwriters') Association upon information to be 
supplied by Mr. T. H. Ismay." *

Eventually it was decided to go up. 3 So successful was 
the trip that a few days later
" Mr. Halhed suggested that the members of the Chamber should, 
in conjunction with the members of the Underwriters' Association, 
make an excursion to see the working of the steam dredger 
Brancker and ask the Dock Board for the use of their steam 
yacht Vigilant on the occasion. He suggested that the excursion 
should be made after lunch so that it would only be necessary to 
provide tea, etc., thus incurring only a small expense." 4

The American Chamber agreed, the Underwriters were 
willing, the Dock Board lent the Vigilant and the excur 
sion was made on July 30. 5

It is not surprising that the American Chamber should 
sometimes be concerned with or express an opinion upon 
matters of national and even of international import 
ance. There are references in the Minutes to the Anglo- 
American War of 1812 and to the events that preceded 
it.' Huskisson's financial reforms met with the Charaber's

1 May 2, 4, 16, 30, 1894. The Manchester Ship Canal was opened on 
Jan. i, 1894.

* May 4, 1894. Mr. Ismay placed the steamer Magnetic at the disposal 
of the Chamber (cf. Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 10).

3 Mr. Cross undertook to arrange for omnibuses at Manchester and for 
saloon carriages to Liverpool and for supply of newspapers on board the 
Magnetic. The toast of " The Manchester Ship Canal " was to be proposed 
"if Mr. Marshall Stevens is present but not otherwise " (May 30, 1894).

4 June 12, 1894.
5 Sub-committee met on June 25, July 24 (" tea, coffee, cigars and 

cigarettes" to be provided) and July 28, 1894.
° Aug. n, 1807 (circular on critical state of Anglo-American relations), 

Feb. 20, 1811 (letter to Lieut.-General Tarleton, M.P., asking him to find



30 The American Chamber of Commerce for

approbation. 1 The Chamber considered that the evi 
dence given before the Select Committee on Import 
Duties in 1840 showed the need for

" the removal of injurious restrictions and the reduction of imposts 
which bear most grievously on the industry and necessities of 
the community," 2

and petitioned the House of Commons in favour of a 
"moderated fixed duty" on grain and flour in place 
of the existing high duties and sliding scale. 3 In the 
critical autumn of 1845 a memorial asking that Indian 
meal might be imported free was sent to Peel, 4 and in 
the following year both Lords and Commons were peti 
tioned in favour of immediate repeal of the Corn Laws. 5

out if Orders in Council were likely to be repealed), June 25, 1812 (expenses 
of Liverpool gentlemen who had assisted in securing repeal of Orders in 
Council to be paid), July 8, 1814 (fifty guineas to Commander of H.M.S. 
Princess), Jan. 4, 1815 (Treaty of Ghent not ratified yet so American Chamber 
was asking Government to provide a convoy as far as Bermuda for ships 
sailing to U.S.A.). Cf. Liverpool Courier, March 23, 1808, for resolution 
passed at meeting of merchants trading with the U.S.A. held at the Exchange 
on March 19, 1808. The policy of the Orders in Council was approved. 
But T. Fletcher in ch. xiii (1807-8, Depression in Sugar and Deputation 
to London) wrote : " At this time there was another deputation in London 
from the American Chamber of Commerce, at the head of which was the 
late Mr. Rathbone. Their object was to oppose the celebrated Orders in 
Council . . ." (p. 95).

1 April 2, 1825 (letter to Huskisson). 2 March 2 and May 5, 1841.
3 " Your petitioners beg to assure your Honourable House that there never 

was a time when measures of relief for the working classes were more urgently 
called for than the present inasmuch as throughout the manufacturing 
districts the most intense suffering and distress now prevail from the want 
of employment chiefly occasioned by the absence of foreign demand for our 
goods which may be traced to our policy in refusing to receive in exchange 
for them except at enormous duties the productions of their soil " (May 6, 
1841). Cf. letter to Sir Robert Peel on the same subject on Oct. 23,1841, and 
another memorial to the Commons on Feb. 14, 1842. See also Dec. 19, 1839.

4 Sept. 30, 1845.
6 Feb. 19, 1846 ; May 21 and 22, 1846. The petition to the House of 

Lords stated " that your petitioners are deeply impressed with the benefits 
which the commerce of the country will derive from the bill introduced into 
your Lordships' House for the immediate alteration and ultimate repeal of 
the laws restricting the importation of foreign corn into this Kingdom. . . . 
That your petitioners in common with other classes of their countrymen have 
suffered and are suffering severely from the delay which has attended the 
progress of this important measure" (May 21, 1846).
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In 1847, a year of commercial tension in the spring and 
crisis in the autumn, the American Chamber on more 
than one occasion pointed out the need for some ex 
tension of currency facilities either by issuing Exchequer 
Bills or despite the provisions of the Bank Act of 1844 
 by issuing more bank-notes. 1 In 1860 the American 
Chamber complained that the third clause of the Anglo- 
French Commercial Treaty (of 1860) perpetuated

" the system of exclusion of British shipping from equal advan 
tages to those enjoyed by shipping of France." 2

A few years later a resolution was passed condemn 
ing the assassination of Lincoln (1865). 3 Towards the 
end of the nineteenth century the fiscal controversy was 
raised again. At a Congress of Chambers of Commerce 
of the Empire held in June, 1896, delegates from the 
American Chamber opposed Joseph Chamberlain's plan 
of an Imperial Customs Union. 4 Later, when an en-

1 May 5, 1847 (" Resolved that a deputation be appointed to proceed to 
London with deputations from the other Associated Bodies to represent to 
Her Majesty's Government and to the Bank of England the alarming state 
of the money market and to urge upon them the necessity for some immediate 
measure of relief ") ; May 8, 10 and 12, 1847. In the autumn, the crisis 
became acute Oct. 5, 1847 (another deputation to go to London), Oct. 14, 
1847 (Memorial to Russell " Produce of every description is only saleable 
in small quantities and at enormous sacrifice. Bills of exchange, arid the 
most valuable securities, are unconvertible into cash, even at great deprecia 
tion, except in the most insignificant amounts . . . Confidence is all but 
annihilated . . ."), Oct. 21, 1847 (deputation had seen Russell and others. 
Mr. Cardwell stated that when in Liverpool he had been informed by a 
banker that unless some measure of relief were adopted, merchants having 
sixty shillings to the £ of their liabilities would be obliged to stop payment. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said that an issue of bank-notes " would 
be contrary to the law " and the " exigency of the case would not warrant 
such a course." " Government would not hold out any hope of an alteration 
in their views "). But a few days later Oct. 25 the Bank Act was sus 
pended, Parliament's sanction being subsequently obtained.

2 Feb. 18, i860.
3 April 28, 1865 : cf. Sept. 7, 1868. On Sept. 22, 1881, was passed a 

resolution of sympathy with the American people on President Garfield's 
assassination.

4 July 13, 1896 : for an earlier Congress .of Chambers of Commerce of the 
Empire see Jan. 27, April 29 and July 25, 1892.
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quiry was made as to the views of the American Chamber 
on Free Trade,

'' the Secretary was instructed to reply that there was a difference 
of opinion amongst the members of this Chamber upon this 
subject." 1

The bulk of the American Chamber's work, however, 
was concerned with matters of local rather than national 
importance. Rapid interchange of news between the 
United States and this country was desired by mem 
bers. It was important to have in Liverpool, at the 
earliest moment, information as to quotations on the 
chief American exchanges, prospects of cotton and wheat 
harvests, political events that might influence the mar 
ket. Individual traders wanted news from their Ameri 
can correspondents as quickly as possible. No less essen 
tial was it to send English news and letters to the U.S.A. 
without unnecessary delay. At the end of 1802 the 
American Chamber asked Mr. Simon Cock to arrange 
for the speedy delivery of letters from ships liable to 
be detained in quarantine. 2 Mr. Cock petitioned the 
King in Council: the Council referred the matter to 
the Board of Customs : the Board asked the Officers 
at Sandgate Creek about it and they instructed the 
Liverpool Collector to allow (fumigated) letters to be 
delivered from ships in quarantine. Mr. Cock asked for 
fifteen guineas for his trouble and the Chamber paid it, 
but " the Secretary is requested to mention to Mr. Cock 
in the name of the Association that they consider his 
charge of fifteen guineas very high." 3 In 1808 Messrs. 
G. C. Fox & Sons of Falmouth, Mr. Hawker of Ply 
mouth and Messrs. Harvey & Co. of Cork were asked 
to send to Liverpool by Post Office express any import 
ant American news obtained from ships touching those 
ports. 4 A memorial was sent to the Postmaster-General

1 July 20, 1900. 2 Dec. 28, 1802. 3 Feb. 15, 1802. 4 April i, 1808.
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in 1825 asking for the " establishment of a receiving 
house for letters near the Exchange." * In 1836 and
1837 complaints were made that customs officers had 
improperly opened letters arriving at the Port. 2 The 
Secretary of the Treasury stated that the officers were 
within their rights and that in this way they were able 
to detect attempts at defrauding the Post Office. 3 In
1838 and 1839 the American Chamber petitioned the 
Commons in favour of a low rate of postage and twenty 
guineas was sent to the London Mercantile Committee 
which had been set up to secure a uniform penny postage. 4 
In 1839 the inland penny post was introduced. Letters 
going abroad cost more. The postage to the U.S.A. at 
this time was a shilling for a letter weighing less than 
half an ounce, two shillings for one between half an 
ounce and one ounce, and four shillings for one between 
one and two ounces. 6 Merchants were, therefore, anxious 
to be allowed to send letters to their American corre 
spondents, not through the post, but simply in an agent's 
bag under the care of the captain of the ship. This the 
Government would not allow. 6

When the first Atlantic cable was laid August 5, 
1858 it was suggested that a dinner should be held in 
celebration of the event. 7 But the proposal was a little 
premature since the cable failed to work after October, 
1858, and the Atlantic Telegraph Company lacked the 
capital to complete the undertaking satisfactorily. The 
American Chamber appealed to the Government to assist 
the Company. 8 It was some years before new cables

1 Jan. 13, 1825. 2 Dec. 19, 1836 ; Jan. 19 and 25, 1837. 
3 April 13, 1837. 4 Feb. 6, 1838 ; June 14 and July 9, 1839. 
* J. R. M'Culloch, Dictionary of Commerce (London, 1847), II, p. 994. 
' E.g. Jan. 8, 1841.
7 Aug. 12 and 26, 1858. Cf. E. B. and C. Bright, Life Story of Sir Charles 

Tilston Bright (2 vols., 1899), and D.N.B., ist Suppl., Vol. I, p. 271. Sir 
Charles Tilston Bright, chief engineer of the Atlantic Telegraph Company, 
was in charge of the laying of the 1858 cable.

8 Nov. 27, Dec. 2, 1858.
D
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were laid and during the American Civil War news still 
came by ship. In the meantime the American Chamber 
tried to speed up telegraphic communication between 
New York and the last port touched by vessels leaving 
America 1 and between Liverpool and the first port in 
England or Ireland that these vessels touched. 2 On the 
successful completion of the second (1865) and third 
(1866) cables, the American Chamber celebrated the 
event at a banquet (1867). 3

As important as the rapid communication of news 
was the rapid transport of goods. It was to the ad 
vantage of members of the American Chamber indeed 
of all Liverpool merchants that merchants' interests 
should be adequately represented on the body which 
managed the docks ; that there should be enough dock, 
quay and harbour space for the amount of goods enter 
ing and leaving the port : that dues of various kinds 
should be as low as was consistent with the proper 
working of the docks ; that pilfering from ships, docks 
and warehouses should be stopped ; that methods of 
recruiting and remunerating master porters, dockers and 
stevedores should be conducive to quick loading and 
unloading ; and that transport by road or rail from 
Liverpool should be cheap and efficient.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the Dock 
Estate was controlled by the Mayor, Bailiffs and Com 
mon Council. 4 In October, 1824, the American Chamber 
resolved

1 I.e. Halifax, Father Point, Portland or Newfoundland.
2 I.e. Southampton or Londonderry (Dec. 12, 1860).
a E.g. Feb. 22 and 25, 1867.
4 Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 5. Early references to the management of 

the Dock Estate in the Minutes are on July 31, 1804, Oct. 17, 1807, Sept. 19, 
1809, and March n, 1811. Cf. Liverpool Dock Acts, 1709 to 1843 (bound in 
one volume in the Liverpool Public Reference Library, IF, 68), W. H. Cook, 
Acts of Parliament relating to the Mersey Dock and Harbour Board, 1857-1901 
(Liverpool, 1901), and J. A. Picton, Memorials of Liverpool, I, ch. 7, History 
of the Dock Estate.
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" that it appears from the reports of the commissioners for in 
specting, auditing and adjusting the accounts of the Dock Estate 
to the Trustees and their replies thereto that neglect, waste 
and extravagance have long prevailed in the disposal of the 
Dock Estate." *

£300 was voted to the delegate committee sent by the 
mercantile associations of Liverpool to apply to Parlia 
ment for a new Dock Act. 2 Huskisson supported the 
merchants and an Act of 1825 placed the management 
of the Dock Estate in the hands of a Committee on 
which Dock ratepayers were represented. But the Com 
mon Council appointed a majority of the members of 
the managing committee and had power to veto their 
acts. 3 The next important change was in 1851,* when 
a bill introduced on behalf of the Dock Trustees was 
not passed while one promoted by the American Chamber 
became law. 5 The veto of the Corporation was abolished 
and the merchants obtained a greater influence in the 
management of the Estate. " There were also provisions 
for the establishment of an Emigrants' Home, 6 and to

1 Oct. 5, 1824. Cf. the resolution passed by the West India Association, 
Sept. 30, 1824, reprinted by T. Fletcher, p. 141.

" Oct. 29, 1824. The West India Association also subscribed £300 : the 
total funds at the disposal of the committee of the mercantile associations 
was about £1,200 (T. Fletcher, ch. xxi).

3 Duncan and Stolterfoht, p. 5.
4 For references to earlier Dock Bills in the Minutes, see, for example, 

Jan. 28, March 4 and 14 and April 5, 1828, Feb. n, 15 and ,-7, March 19, 
April 2 and 29, 1836, May i, 1843. The Trustees were permitted to build 
new docks by an Act passed in the same year as one sanctioning the con 
struction of docks at Birkenhead. The Manchester Times wrote on July 27, 
1844 " The Birkenhead Dock Bill being now the law of the land, the money 
to make them being raised and the works about to be commenced, the 
monopoly of the Liverpool docks may be considered virtually at an end. 
Henceforward their rates and charges will be regulated by those of Birken 
head by the law of competition, instead of by the mandates of the Dock 
Committee."

6 Nov. 7, 1849 ; Nov. 26, 1850 ; Feb. n, March i, 17, 24 and 29, April 5, 
14 and 30 and July 23, 1851. For discussions on the election of the new 
Dock Committee see July 28, Aug. 2, 4, 7 and 8, 1851.

* As early as 1822 a sub-committee had been set up by the American 
Chamber of Commerce to enquire into the impositions practised by dis 
honest " passenger brokers " and others upon emigrants leaving England
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allow the use of fires and lights on board vessels in dock 
subject to regulations for safety." l

There were complaints of the inadequacy of accom 
modation both for vessels at the quayside and for goods 
in the warehouses. 2 In the early part of the nineteenth

from Liverpool (Aug. 16, 1822) and, when this committee reported, the 
American Chamber set up an Emigration Office at No. 4 Cooper's Row  
near the Custom House to advise intending emigrants about times of 
departure and destination of boats and to direct emigrants to reputable 
merchants who sold tickets (Feb. 18, 1823), It was in charge of Mr. W. S. 
Fitzhugh, a respectable passenger broker, who was allowed to charge the 
ship 5 per cent, commission on passengers' steerage money and the passengers 
is. 6d. for each piece of luggage (April 10, 1823). Cf. Parliamentary Papers, 
1826, IV (Report from the Select Committee on Emigration from the United 
Kingdom), Appendix No. 6, pp. 295-8; Parliamentary Papers, 1826-7, V 
(Second Report from the Select Committee on Emigration from the United 
Kingdom, i&2"j}, Fitzhugh's evidence, Qns. 2138-248, and Kathleen A. 
Walpole, Emigration to British North America under the Early Passenger 
Acts, 1803-42 (Trans. Lanes, and Ches. Hist. Soc., 81, 1929, pp. 151 and 179). 
In 1827 the American Chamber paid the expenses £130 i8s. yd. of prose 
cuting some persons who had swindled emigrants (Jan. 26, 1827 : cf. March 
5, 1830). In 1833 Lieut. Robert Lowe, R.N., was sent to Liverpool by the 
Government to supervise conditions under which emigrants sailed. No 
emigrants' home seems to have been set up as a result of the Act of 1851, 
since a few years later, Parliament's permission to open one was again being 
asked. A protest was made by those who had " invested their capital in 
the erection and establishment of houses, shops and other places of business 
in all respects suited for the accommodation of emigrants . . . against the 
impropriety and impolicy of a public body using the funds of their trust 
for the purpose of rivalling and entering into competition with the private 
rights of property and industry " (Liverpool Daily Post, Jan. 15, 1858). The 
need for regulating emigration at Liverpool in the fifties is clear from a 
series of articles entitled Frauds on Emigrants which appeared in the Liverpool 
Chronicle in August, September and October, 1857. For a later period, see 
L>r. W. S. Trench's evidence (Qns. 7818-23 and Appendix, p. xxx) before 
the Royal Sanitary Commission (First Report with Minutes of Evidence up 
to 5th August, 1869 : Parliamentary Papers, 1868-9, XXXII).

1 Dvmcan and Stolterfoht, p. 5.
2 Aug. 10, 1809, March 5, 1872. Cf. Memorial to the Dock Committee on 

the Subjects of Deficient Accommodation for Shipping, Fines, etc., and the 
Proceedings of the Committee of Merchants thereon . . . (Liverpool, 1839). 
The memorial summarised the complaints of those who used the docks at 
this time and is given in full below (Appendix C, pp. 59-61). In 1883 a 
special committee of the American Chamber reported " that one source of 
delay, confusion and loss arises from the fact that ? steamer is allowed to 
occupy a berth, and to begin the discharge of her cargo before the goods 
previously landed at the same berth have been removed . . ." (May 24, 
1883). Cf. Liverpool Albion, May 18, 1874 (for some years prior to 1859 
" it was no uncommon thing for timber vessels to have to wait weeks before
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century lack of quayside space was due partly to the 
fact that
" the leading principle of a dock was the maximum of water to 
the minimum of quay space a huge body of water capable of 
holding a large number of ships, only a portion of which could 
possibly be berthed alongside the dock."

Later, docks were constructed on the opposite principle 

" The chief object in view was to go to the extreme limit in 
giving vessels quayside accommodation "

and vessels were given just enough water in which to 
manoeuvre. 1 But throughout the century improvement 
in dock and warehouse construction hardly kept pace 
with changing conditions of commerce and navigation. 2

they could enter the dock "), Liverpool Daily Post, March 2, 1888 (Liverpool 
Steamship Owners' Association complained to the Dock Board of the " in- 
reasing want of berth and shed accommodation in the deep-water docks at 

the North end . . .").
1 Liverpool Courier, Jan. 8, 1897 (article on G. F. Lyster, Dock Engineer, 

1861-97).
2 For example 
(a) Unloading was speeded up but the time allowed to the consignee for 

leaving goods on the quayside remained the same (Feb. 28, 18^7) : cf. Jan. 
30, 1884. See also Appendix B, below, pp. 58-59.

(b) Ships of greater size came into use but docks were not deepened, 
sufficiently to hold them and the river was insufficiently dredged. In 1869 
it was stated that " on the 3oth of August there were in the river and in the 
Cheshire docks from 60,000 to 70,000 bales of Indian cotton, besides other 
produce, waiting for water to dock on the Liverpool side " (Liverpool Daily 
Post, Sept. 22, 1869). In 1872 a committee of the American Chamber reported 
that more docks and sheds and deeper entrances were wanted (March 5, 
1872). In 1890 T. H. Ismay who later was President of the American 
Chamber (1895) wrote to the Chairman of the Dock Board: "The in 
sufficiency of the facilities afforded in Liverpool for steamers of large type has 
for some time been unfortunately prominent and as an illustration of the 
need which exists for improvement in the dock accommodation of this port 
I venture to bring to your notice the recent experience of the Majestic. This 
steamer arrived here from New York on her first homeward voyage on Wed 
nesday evening last the 23rd anchoring off the bar at 7.10 p.m. Owing to 
want of water she was unable to cross until midnight and her passengers 
consequently had to be conveyed to the landing stage by tender. The 
existing low tides, combined with shallow dock sills, altogether preclude 
her from the use of the docks this voyage and although incurring the tonnage 
dues of the port amounting to £308, she has to be discharged, loaded and 
coaled by lighter in the river at heavy expense, a crew having to be kept on 
board the whole time . . ." (Liverpool Courier, May 5, 1890).
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When goods reached Liverpool, dues were payable to 
three authorities H.M. Customs, the Corporation and 
the Dock Board. When, in 1805, 1 tne provisions of the 
Warehousing Act of 1803 (originally applicable only to 
London) were with modifications extended to Liver 
pool, the method of collecting customs duties was as 
follows :

Before a ship reached port it was boarded by a tide 
waiter who remained on it until it entered the dock. 2 
The vessel was entered at the Custom House and her 
cargo, if intended for immediate home consumption, 
would be discharged on payment of duty. Normally, 
however, the importer would wish to put the goods on 
the market home or foreign at a later date and would 
warehouse them. In these circumstances (once the goods 
had been declared) a warrant would be issued and, upon 
its receipt, landing waiters would examine and weigh 
the packages as they were unloaded. Goods were then 
put in a warehouse under the charge of a warehouse- 
keeper and his subordinates (lockers). In London the 
warehouses were by the docks, but in Liverpool they 
were scattered in various parts of the city there were 
164 of them in 1820 and consequently there was some 
danger of fraud on the part of unscrupulous traders pre 
pared to take the risk of swindling the Customs or of 
dishonest warehousemen and others who pilfered goods 
stored in warehouses. No import duties were paid on 
goods in bond. Warehouse rent, of course, was charged. 
When goods were taken out of bond for home consump-

1 March 8 and 26, 1805 : Cf. E. H. Rideout, Development of the Liverpool 
Warehousing System (Trans. Lanes, and Ches. Hist. Soc., 82, 1930, Pp. 1-41), 
and T. Fletcher, pp. 81-4.

2 "... The tide waiter's duty at Liverpool is certainly very severe, and 
there are several who would gladly exchange their situations for lockers, 
weighers or anything on shore ; so anxious are they indeed to avoid the 
tide duty that several of the first class have recently got appointed to the 
third class weighing porters . . ." (i,. Stewart to G. Arbuthnot, Nov. 9, 
1827 Liverpool Office Papers, Miscellaneous, 1792-1835).
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tion duty had to be paid. If the goods were re-exported 
no duty was levied. The goods were reweighed (duty 
had to be paid on any deficiency of weight in comparison 
with the first weighing) and might be exported after 
compliance with the necessary formalities. Cargo on 
the quay or on board was watched until the vessel cleared 
from Liverpool. In this way goods entering a port 
simply to be re-exported paid no import duty and 
English ports were thus able to develop a considerable 
entrepot trade. 1

Landing waiters were paid a small salary £40 a year 
in 1803 2 and, by arrangement with merchants, also 
received fees according to the nature and quantity of 
goods dealt with and extra fees for work done outside 
normal hours and on holidays. Merchants favoured this 
system, which was supposed to encourage landing waiters 
and to expedite business, but they wanted the fees to 
be low. In its early days the American Chamber paid 
much attention to this question. In 1801 lists of fees 
that members of the Chamber were prepared to pay 
were drawn up. 3 In March, 1802, an appeal by the 
landing waiters for higher fees was rejected as " totally 
inadmissible." 4 A year later a similar proposal was 
first rejected, 5 then partially accepted, 6 and the land 
ing waiters declared that they were "perfectly satis 
fied." 7 Their satisfaction was of brief duration. In 
1804 a tax was levied on landing waiters, so they again 
asked for higher fees. 8 The American Chamber agreed

1 Reports of the Commissioners appointed to enquire into the develop 
ments of the Customs and Excise . . . (Parliamentary Papers, 1820, VI, 
559-648 ; 1821, X, 283-378 ; 1822, II, 29-98) ; Reports 2 (Warehousing 
System), 5 (On the London and W. India Docks) and 9 (The Trade of Liverpool). 
Cf. G. R. Porter, Progress of the Nation (London, Edn. of 1851), pp. 461-6 ; 
J. R. M'Culloch, Dictionary of Commerce (London, Edn. of 1847), article on 
Customs.

1 March i, 1803. 3 July 7, Sept. 22 arid 28, 1801.
* March 30, 1802. 5 March i, 1803. 6 April 26, 1803.
7 June 30, 1803 : cf. July 27, Aug. 30, 1803. * May 29, 1804.
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to raise fees for holiday work but rejected other requests. 1 
Two years later the American Chamber complained that 
landing waiters' hours had been shortened : this " in 
dicates an intention on the part of the officers to in 
crease their fees by sufferances to work extra hours, 
which the Committee cannot recommend the Associa 
tion to acquiesce in. . . ." 2 About 1808 fees were 
abolished, 3 but merchants frequently complained that 
landing waiters had now no incentive to work hard. 4 
In 1818 the merchants and shipowners of Liverpool 
appealed to the Treasury to reintroduce the old system, 5 
and despite a protest from the landing waiters 6  
salaries were halved and fees were again paid. 7 When 
fees were dropped in 1829 the American Chamber took 
up its accustomed attitude. 8 The abolition of a large

1 July 31, 1804. 2 Oct. 14, 1806 : cf. Dec. 9, 1806.
3 46 Geo. Ill, c. 82 ; 47 Geo. Ill, c. 51 ; 51 Geo. Ill, c. 71 : cf. Orred's 

opinion of customs officials' remuneration in the Minutes, Aug. 10, 1809.
4 June 19, 1810 ; June 15, 1815 ; May 3, 1816.
5 Quoted in Special Report of the Commissioners appointed to Inquire into 

the Departments of Customs and Excise (Parliamentary Papers, 1821, X).
" There is a copy in Lord Liverpool's Papers (Vol. CLXXIX) in the British 

Museum (Add. MSS. 38368, f. 46). The memorialists observed " that any 
diminution of their salaries . . . would interfere with the devotion of their 
services to the interests of the revenue, (would) prove injurious to their 
present establishment and private arrangements; and (would) deprive 
them of their resources under pressure of age, sickness or infirmity, which 
enables them to sustain most laborious duties exposed to every vicissitude 
of weather with the hope that sweetens labour and danger, and would further 
more be degrading to your memorialists as officers of the Crown by sub 
jecting them no less to the negligence and caprice of others than the thraldom 
of the trade . . ."

7 Special Report of the Commissioners . . . (Parliamentary Papers, 1821, 
X). Cf. T. Fletcher, ch. xviii, for account of the work in London of the 
deputations of the American Chamber and the West India Association. 
Fletcher was in London on behalf of the West India Association. He wrote : 
" In this year (1818) I went up to London with Mr. David Hodgson, and there 
were joined Mr. William Rathbone, who, with his wife and mother, was at 
The St. James's Hotel, St. James's Street, a most expensive house by the 
bye, but we gentlemen were on a mission from Liverpool on public business 
and, of course, had our expenses paid by the public" (p. 112).

8 Aug. 29, 1829 ; March 29, 1844. Huskisson wrote in November, 1829 : 
" I am sorry to see by Myer's letter that the landing waiters are already 
become slack under the new system " (Liverpool Office Papers, Huskisson, 
1814 and 1823-30),
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number of duties in the 'forties lessened the work of 
the landing waiters 1 and the controversy seems to have 
died down. In addition to difficulties on the method 
of payment there had been complaints of lack of land 
ing waiters. 2 Warehousemen, too, were criticised for 
charging exorbitant fees. 3

Dues on goods were paid to the Corporation by all 
traders not freemen of Liverpool, London, Bristol, Water- 
ford or Wexford. By 1830 they brought in about £50,000 
a year. They had been levied for centuries, but in the 
nineteenth century the Corporation no longer performed 
the services which originally justified their exaction to 
some extent. On April 7, 1830, at a meeting of Liver 
pool merchants it was decided to contest the legality 
of the dues. The American Chamber of Commerce  
whose Secretary, Mr. Lowe, was attorney for the mer 
chants subscribed £250 towards the expenses of the 
trial. 4 In the following year fifty-five commercial houses 
refused to pay the dues and the Corporation sued them. 
Only one suit that against Messrs. Bolton, Ogden & 
Co. was tried and was a test case. The American 
Chamber paid £500 towards the defendants' expenses. 5 
The Corporation won its case. A Bill of Exceptions was 
filed. In 1834, however, the Commissioners who were 
investigating the affairs of municipalities with a view 
to reforming them, visited Liverpool and in December 
of that year the dues were reduced. An important con 
cession was that trade between Liverpool and Ireland

1 April 2 and 14, 1845 ; Dec. 3, 1846 (" Read an order from the Com 
missioners of Customs directing that . . . the landing waiters do not weigh 
cotton or other free goods imported into Liverpool, except a few packages 
to ascertain the average weights ").

2 July 8, 1818 ; Dec. 31, 1823. Cf. Parliamentary Papers, 1836, XLV, 
321.

3 March 28, April 2 and 30, July 2, 1860, and Jan. 30, 1861. 
1 Feb. 26 and April 19, 1830.
5 Dec. 26, 1834. Mr. Lowe received £3,600 8s. Sd. from the Associated 

Merchants for law charges : deputations cost the merchants £199 los.
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was deemed to be coasting trade. The Municipal Reform 
Act of 1835 recognised the dues, which were transferred 
to the Dock Board in 1857 on payment of ^i^oo.ooo. 1

Dues on goods were also collected by the Dock Board 
which undoubtedly performed a service for them. Mer 
chants frequently complained, however, that the duties 
were too high and from time to time agitations led to 
some reductions in the dues. In 1879, 1880 and 1894 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce appointed a special 
committee to consider the subject. A printed memo 
randum of Mr. Halhed, submitted to the American 
Chamber of Commerce in December, 1894, summarised 
previous negotiations, showed how satisfactory was the 
financial condition of the Dock Board and advised the 
American Chamber to co-operate with the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce in this matter. z

The pilfering of goods from ships, quays and ware 
houses was a nuisance which merchants strove to abolish. 
In July, 1804, at the General Quarter Sessions the Grand 
Jury observed

" with much concern the continued depredations committed by 
the porters employed by the merchants in their shipping and 
warehouses ..."

and the Mayor and Magistrates issued public notices 
warning both thieves and receivers of stolen goods. 3 A 
sub-committee on pilfering suggested to the American 
Chamber in 1805

" that the Dock Committee be respectfully requested to regulate 
the night watch about the docks in such a way as that there

1 Report of Commissioner on Municipal Corporations, Appendix to First 
Report, Part IV (Parliamentary Papers, 1835, XXVI), pp. 2693-7 ; Report 
of the Proceedings of the Associated Merchants of Liverpool who have recently 
resisted the Payment of the Town's Dues (London, 1835) (Liverpool Public 
Reference Library, I, 169) ; newspaper cuttings in Liverpool Public Reference 
Library, F. 861 ; and J. Touzeau, Rise and Progress of Liverpool, II, pp. 
851-6.

2 Dec. 29, 1894. 3 July 31, 1804.
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shall be at least one watchman actually parading all the night 
and particularly so at. the streets and avenues communicating 
with docks, as there is at present considerable risk that evil 
disposed persons may execute their designs during the intervals 
of the watchman's half hourly rounds." 1

A few years later the American Chamber complained 
of the " daring and extensive scene of robbery and 
plunder at present exhibited on the dock quays. . . ." 2 
In 1842 the Secretary was instructed to write to the 
Commissioner of Police

" directing his attention to the practice which has become so 
common of paying lumpers for discharging cotton from ships 
in part by the sweepings of the hold a practice which has a 
direct tendency to encourage fraud and theft; and to suggest 
that orders should be given to the police to seize loose cotton or 
repacked cotton in bags coming from the docks unaccompanied 
by a certificate from consignee or other voucher, to prove that it 
is properly in the possession of the party carrying it." 3

A little later it was stated that warehousemen were

" in the habit of making a bale or two over each cargo by break 
ing a few bales and taking a corner off each and making them 
one "

and the American Chamber issued a warning against 
this practice. 4

In the later years of the American Civil War, when 
cotton prices rose considerably, pilfering increased. It 
was stated in the Porcupine to be

' a common thing for the crews of cotton laden ships to fill 
their beds from the cargo. In many cases their beds would 
contain as much as 40 Ibs. of cotton for which is. per Ib. could 
be obtained . . ." 5

1 Jan. 29, 1805. 2 July 15, 1811. 
1 Nov. 22, 1842 : of. Jan. 2, 1843.
4 Oct. 21, 1846 (letter dated July 2, 1846, from R. M'Kee to Rushton, 

who handed it to the President of the American Chamber of Commerce). 
8 Porcupine, Sept. 12, 1885.
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Increased police supervision and the construction of more 
secure warehouses eventually reduced opportunities for 
pilfering.

One reason why dockers and porters were tempted 
to pilfer was that their wages were low and their em 
ployment precarious. In 1855, for example, the Presi 
dent of the Cotton Brokers' Association " called . . . 
attention ... to the sufferings of cotton porters owing 
to the severe season and the long continued prevalence 
of Easterly winds " and it was decided to collect sub 
scriptions for their relief. 1 Two years before, the cotton 
porters had asked for higher wages but the American 
Chamber had declined, considering the existing 35. 6d. 
a day to be " fair and reasonable." 2 In 1877 many 
cotton porters were unemployed. The Cotton Brokers' 
Association suggested that this was due to " the com 
petition for labour arising from the large number of un 
skilled men attracted to this town from all quarters by 
the high wages current. It was suggested that if the 
daily wage were reduced to 45. (from 45. 6d.) this attrac 
tion would be less. ..." The American Chamber of 
Commerce, however, resolved " that as the Chamber 
cannot but sympathise with the existing distress amongst 
the cotton porters owing to the great want of employ 
ment it considers the present moment inopportune to 
introduce the subject of a reduction of wages." 3 The

1 Minutes of the Liverpool Cotton Brokers' Association, Feb. 16, 1855.
1 Minutes of the American Chamber of Commerce, May 16, 1853. At 

the same time Mr. Barber was appointed to be the Chamber's deputy to 
discuss with the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce the question of combina 
tions of dockers.

3 Nov. 5, 1877. The proposal of the Cotton Brokers' Association referred 
only to casual labour. See also A. B. Forwood's evidence before the Royal 
Commission on the Housing of the Working Classes (Parliamentary Papers, 
1884-5, XXX). He said that dock labourers' wages were "from 45. to 
45. 6d. a day " (Qn. 13,327) and on being asked : " But upon the average 
the dock labourers are not employed for more than three or three and a half 
days per week ? " replied : " About that. They earn about 155. per week ; 
and although that indicates that there might be more people than there is
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Dock Board enquired in 1891 whether master porters' 
wages should not be raised " in consequence of the in 
creased wages now paid for labour," but the American 
Chamber thought not. 1

The method of organising casual dock labour also en 
gaged the attention of the American Chamber. When 
the Chamber was formed the method of unloading a 
ship was for each consignee of cargo to appoint porters 
to remove his own goods, a procedure which caused 
much delay. In 1809 the American Chamber passed a 
resolution in favour of consignees engaging only suffi 
cient porters to discharge the vessel, the expenses to 
be paid by each consignee " according to the propor 
tion of the cargo received by him." 2 But the old system 
continued. A similar resolution was passed in 1834  
porters should be engaged to unload the whole cargo, 
each consignee sending an agent to supervise the re 
moval of his share. 3 A Dock Act of 1846 introduced 
a system by which one set of porters discharged a cargo. 
In March, 1848, a deputation from the Warehouse Porters' 
Association asked that this should be changed and the 
American Chamber appointed a sub-committee to dis 
cuss the matter with the East India and China Associa 
tion. 4 No decision was reached and another sub-com 
mittee was set up to see the Dock Board and in con 
junction with other Associations to report on the 
subject. 5 This committee reported that " the Dock Act 
of 9 & 10 Vict. . . . has been found in practice to be 
attended with much loss and inconvenience, particularly 
in depriving the owners or consignees of goods in many
employment for, it is not actually so, because the nature of the employment 
about the docks is peculiar. There is a great pressure of work on one day, 
and it requires a large number of men, and the next day there will be next 
to nothing doing" (Qn. 13,328).

1 March 25, 1891. The letter from the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board 
was dated March 20, 1891.

2 Aug. 10, 1809. 3 March 4, 1834. * March n, 1848. 
6 March 13, 1848.
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cases of the privilege of employing their own men in 
whom they have confidence and exposing their goods 
to serious damage and pilferage. . . ." 1 The Committee 
suggested that consignees should have the right of re 
moving their own goods in other words, that the two 
systems of discharging goods should be regarded as 
alternatives. 2 In 1850 another sub-committee reported 
on the question of discharging vessels with special refer 
ence to the appointment of master porters who con 
trolled and supervised the work of the ordinary porters. 
It expressed the opinion that there was no need for a 
fresh Act of Parliament but that new bye-laws could 
remove existing difficulties.

" According to the bye-laws now in force the master porter is 
appointed by the owners or consignees entitled to the largest 
proportion of the cargo concurring in his nomination within 48 
hours after the report of the vessel. Under this regulation great 
abuse has arisen, the appointment being frequently obtained 
by active canvassing on the part of improper persons who dis 
charge the duty very inefficiently by means of unskilled and 
cheap labour . . ." 3

Sometimes consignees themselves acted as master porters 
and a committee of the American Chamber observed in 
1860 that in these circumstances

" his interest frequently clashes with those of the ship and other 
consignees of cargo, and the work is done in such a manner as to 
suit his convenience to the prejudice of other parties." 4

Criticisms of the conduct of some master porters were

1 March 15, 1848. 2 March 15, 1848.
3 Feb. n, 1850: cf. Jan. zg, Feb. 14, April 13 and 17, 1850. See also 

the First Annual Report of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce presented 
at the annual meeting held on Feb. 3, 1851 : " Questions of dispute having 
arisen between the Dock Committee and the Porters for discharging vessels 
the matter was referred by both parties to the Chamber of Commerce ; and 
your Directors feel pleasure in stating that the opinion expressed by them, 
agreeing with that of the American Chamber of Commerce, was acceptable 
both to the Dock Committee and the Porters, and has been adopted " (p. 20).

  Feb. 4, 1860.
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made in 1874^ but the various commercial associations 
could agree on no common course of action. 2 In 1883 
another committee considered the question and concluded

" That the bye-laws are in most cases sufficient to ensure a 
satisfactory working of the discharge of both sailing vessels and 
steamers, but that two causes prevent their being carried out 

" (a) The fact that the duties to be performed by master 
porters, under bye-laws Nos. 4, 7, 9 and 10, do not seem to be 
sufficiently understood by receivers of cargo,

" (6) That receivers of cargo fail to lay a complaint before 
the Traffic Committee of the Dock Board when the master 
porter neglects any of his duties specified in the above mentioned 
rules. . . ." 3

Other workmen with whom the members of the Ameri 
can Chamber had to deal were the shipwrights. In 1827, 
for example, there was a strike of shipwrights and the 
American Chamber passed a vigorous resolution accusing 
them of laziness. 4

When the home market was being supplied merchants 
were interested in the rapid, safe and inexpensive re 
moval of goods from the docks to the warehouses and 
from the warehouses to such places as customers might 
desire. In 1818 members of the American Chamber 
stated that they would employ only those carters who 
had tarpaulins to cover goods in wet weather. 5 The 
American Chamber recognised the possibilities of rail 
way transport and in 1825 and 1826 petitioned Parlia 
ment in favour of the proposed Liverpool and Manchester 
Railway. 6 Later in the century the Chamber took a 
share in agitating against high railway rates and par 
ticularly against the low rates charged on goods pass 
ing through ports controlled by the railways themselves. 
Mr. Halhed's memorandum of December 26, 1894, to

1 March 3 and May 26, 1874. 2 May 26, 1874. 3 May 24, 1883. 
* April 20, 1827. Cf. R. Stewart Brown, Liverpool Ships in the Eighteenth 

Century (1932), p. 35.
' Feb. 13, 1818.   Jan. 13, 1825, and Jan. 23, 1826.
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the American Chamber on " Reduction of Railway Rates 
and Dock Charges " described what had recently been 
achieved and what was the existing state of affairs. 1 
He wrote :

" . . . In 1880 a Joint Committee of the City Council, Dock 
Board and the Mercantile Associations of Liverpool, on railway 
rates and railway administration as affecting the trade of the 
Port was appointed. They collected evidence and had an inter 
view with the Railway Companies having termini in Liverpool 
in March, 1881, the result of which was not altogether satisfactory, 
but certainly a reduction of about 10% on the charge for carriage 
on cotton from Liverpool to the manufacturing centres of Lan 
cashire was brought into operation in June, 1882, and some further 
slight reductions to general traders were also then made.

" In 1885 a further representation to the Railways took place, 
and they carried out certain alterations in their system of charges 
by further reductions in station to station rates of from 10 to 
15 per cent.

" The report issued in this connection was signed by Sir W. B. 
Forwood, the Chairman of the Committee, and dated from the 
Town Hall, Liverpool, 22nd September, 1886.

" It would appear from the success which was then attained 
that the railway companies are open to make reasonable con-

Many members of the American Chamber imported 
cotton and there are frequent references in the Minutes 
to trade practices and other matters connected with its 
sale. The American Chamber was anxious to stop the 
practices of sending fraudulently packed 2 or damp 3 
cotton to England and of placing on deck cotton which 
should have been packed in a less exposed part of the 
ship. 4 For years the Chamber discussed with spinners

1 Dec. 29, 1894 : cf. July 14, 1880, and Dec. 6, 1882. The portion of the 
memorandum dealing with dock charges is discussed above, p. 42.

2 Nov. 27, 1835 ; April 29, 1836 ; Jan. 24 and Feb. 9, 1842 ; Sept. 3, 
1856; Oct. 5 and 20, 1859; April 7, June 17, July 8, Aug. 9, 12 and 17, 
1870 ; May 15, 1872.

3 Sept. 28, 1841 ; April 22, May 4 and June 15, 1881. 
1 Sept. 28, 1841 ; April 12, 1843 ; ^US- 2 7. l8fil ; Jan - 2 9> l862 > Dec- I2 > 

1881.
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and cotton brokers the vexed question of the time within 
which unsatisfactory bales might be returned and the 
basis upon which compensation should be calculated. 1 
Equally long were the negotiations on the drawing up 
and enforcement of contracts. 2 The right of the broker 
to take samples and the use he might make of them, 3 
terms of payment, 4 futures, 5 standardisation of types of 
cotton 6 and size of bale, 7 and the introduction of pay 
ment by cheque 8 were other questions which received 
considerable attention from the American Chamber.

Most of these matters were discussed with the Cotton 
Brokers' Association. The brokers were middlemen who 
acted as intermediaries between the Liverpool merchants 
who sold cotton and the Manchester spinners who bought 
it. By the time of the commercial depression of the 
'seventies various factors had combined to blur this 
fairly clear cut distinction between seller, agent and 
buyer the most important being the opening of the 
Atlantic cable, the coming of the steamship, the develop 
ment of " futures " and of the practice of shipping cotton 
direct from America to the Continent. Hard times 
caused some cotton brokers and some merchants to do

1 E.g. April 5 and 12, 1843 ; May 4, 1843 ; Sept. 6 and Nov. zo, 1851, 
and several references in the period Sept.,. 1852, to May, 1853.

2 Dec. 13, 1854 ; June 23 and July 30, 1855 ; March 27, 1867 ; May 22, 
1871 ; July 18, 1873 ; April 3, July 24 and 31, Aug. 12 and 28, Sept. n, 
Oct. 16 and 24, 1878 ; Oct. 3, 1879 ; July 20, Aug. 2, 10 and 24, -38i. For 

'the efforts of the American Chamber to secure the passing of the Merchants 
and Factors' Act of 1842, and of a Bill of Lading Act of 1855, see Duncan 
and Stolterfoht, p. 6.

3 Dec. 6, 1820 ; Jan. 8, 1821 ; May 14, 1840 ; Jan. 9, 1845 ; Oct. 30, 
1846.

4 June 20, Oct. 24 and Nov. 22, 1861 ; July 12, Oct. 12, Oct. 22 and Nov. 
22, 1866 ; Jan. 24, Feb. 14, 20 and 27 and Nov. 29, 1867 ; Feb. 14, 1868.

5 Feb. 8, April 30, July 4, 1868 ; June 29, July 2, 1869 ; Oct. 12, 24 and 
31, 1870 ; Aug. 24 and 31, 1881.

6 Sept. 28, Oct. 14 and 19, 1841 ; Oct. 14 and 30, 1846 ; March 9, 1847, 
and Aug. 31, 1881.

' Dec. 2, 1869 ; July 12, 1877 ; Jan. 7, Feb. 13 and 27 and March 13, 
1878.

8 Nov. 4, 1874, and Jan. 25, 1875.



5o The American Chamber of Commerce for

business of a kind which had formerly been left to others. 
Thus merchants complained that brokers were trading 
for themselves and not as agents for others and that

" the competition is weighted by the peculiar privileges and 
advantages which members of your (i.e. the Cotton Brokers) 
Association enjoy under the altered condition of the cotton 
trade. . . . At the present moment, for instance, and by the 
rules of your Association, which we are given to understand 
are being strictly enforced, a merchant importing cotton and 
dealing in futures against it, as is almost universally the practice, 
has to pay his broker \ per cent, on the future transaction, and 
| per cent, on the sale of the actual cotton on its arrival. A broker 
importing on his own account is thus able to compete against the 
merchant with i per cent, in his favour." 1

Cotton brokers, on the other hand, stated that

" in the prolonged continuance of commercial depression, the 
severity of. general competition has even led merchants to seek 
direct connection with the consumer, and thus to interfere, to a 
notable extent, with the legitimate business of the broker." 2

The American Chamber desired, first, that cotton 
brokers should either confine themselves to brokering or 
should admit merchants to their association, and secondly, 
that the rule forbidding members of the Cotton Brokers' 
Association to do business under \ per cent, should be 
modified. 3 Long negotiations between the two associa 
tions at the end of 1879 and beginning of 1880 led to 
no result. 4 The Cotton Brokers' Association wrote on 
February 20, 1880,

" that the most respectful attention had been given to the repre 
sentations contained in the several letters received from your 
Association (the American Chamber of Commerce), and that 
our Association sincerely regret their inability to adopt any of 
the suggestions therein made." 5

1 Jan. 28, 1880. 2 Jan. 19, 1880. 3 Oct. 29, 1879.
' Oct. 3 and 29, Nov. 28, Dec. 17, 1879 ; Jan. 19 and 28, March 23, 1880.
5 March 23, 1880.
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The controversy was revived a year later. A long 
discussion took place on September 5, 1881, and several 
suggestions were made regarding what should be done 
if the cotton brokers refused to change their attitude. 
One suggestion was to form a " Merchants' Association 
for a co-operative selling company." * There were 
further negotiations with the Cotton Brokers' Associa 
tion, but no settlement was reached. 2 So on March 9, 
1882, merchants formed a rival association to the Cotton 
Brokers' Association called the Liverpool Cotton Ex 
change, Ltd. 3 Within a few months the rivals had 
combined into a new body the Cotton Association, 
Ltd.*

Of the mass of miscellaneous business transacted by 
the American Chamber three examples may be given. 
First, " the Fire Prevention Act of 1843, which has 
materially lessened the destructive conflagrations which 
formerly ravaged Liverpool, was obtained at the instance 
of the Chamber ; and some objectionable provisions in 
serted by the Town Council, were successfully opposed 
in Parliament." 5 Secondly, in the 'fifties, the Ameri 
can Chamber showed considerable interest in proposals 
for the introduction of a decimal coinage and weights. 
Thus in January, 1854, a petition was presented to the

1 Sept. 5 and 12, 1881.
2 Aug. 31, Sept. 5, 12 and 22, Oct. 24, Dec. 5, 1881 ; Jan. u, 18 and 25, 

1882. > June 14, 1882.
4 Jan. 31, 1883. Cf. T. Ellison, Cotton Trade of Great Britain (London, 

1882), Part II, ch. 4, where the scheme of amalgamation is printed (pp. 
278-80) ; C. J. Fuchs, Die Organisation der Liverpooler Baumwollhanilels in 
V ergangenheit und Gegenwart (Schmollers Jahrbuch, XIV, i (1890), pp. 107-26).

5 Duncaii and Stolterfoht, p. 5. See Sept. 29 and Oct. i, 1842 (there had 
been a fire in Liverpool causing severe damage), July, 1843 (£500 expenses 
to delegates watching the Fire Prevention Bill), and J. Braidwood's evidence 
before the Commissioners enquiring into the State of Large Towns and 
Populous Districts (Parliamentary Papers, 1844, XVII) : he said that the 
rate for fire insurance premiums before the fires had been " from 8s. to 155. 
per cent. ; it has been raised from i8s. to 255.; then I think it was raised 
from 285. to 355. . . ." (Qn. 1240). Insurance in London for similar risks 
was "from zs. 6d. to 55." (Qn. 1241).
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Commons in favour of a decimal coinage, 1 in April the 
President and Vice-President (as representatives of the 
Chamber) were " requested to enrol their names as mem 
bers of the Association for the Promotion of Decimal 
Coinage . . ." 2 and in September £100 3 was given to 
this Association. In May, 1856, a further £100 was 
subscribed * and in June, 1859, " Mr. Brown stated the 
result of proceedings in regard to the (Decimal Weights) 
Bill in the last session of Parliament and the improved 
prospect of success in the present session." A petition 
in favour of the Bill was drawn up. 5 Thirdly, there 
are some references to the University. In 1885 a deputa 
tion from University College laid before a special com 
mittee of the American Chamber a plan for a two-year 
course of business training. The committee approved 
but there was no quorum at a special general meeting 
called to discuss the matter. 6 However, the next general 
meeting approved of the scheme. 7 Later, a motion to 
award prizes to students of University College for essays 
on various topics was not passed, 8 and when, in 1902, 
the University asked for a donation, the Secretary was 
instructed to reply

" that the Chamber felt it necessary to confine its donations 
to matters more closely connected than the University with the 
objects which the Chamber was formed to deal with and did 
not see their way to give any donation ; also to point out that 
many members of the Chamber have given to the fund in their 
individual capacity." 9

By the beginning of the twentieth century the posi-

1 Jan. 16, 1854. 2 April 28, 1854.
3 Sept. i, 1864. It had originally been voted as a salary for a lecturer 

in decimals but was subsequently to be " applied for the general purposes 
of the Association . . ."

1 May 6, 1856.
5 June 27, 1859. Cf. Liverpool Chamber of Commerce : Report of the 

Council presented to the Chamber at the Sixteenth General Meeting (Jan. 
26, 1866), p. ii.

0 Dec. ii, 1885. ' Jan. n, 1886. 8 July 25, 1895. ' Dec. i, 1902.
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tion of the American Chamber had been affected by im 
portant changes in the organisation of Liverpool traders. 
In November, 1849, the Liverpool Chamber of Com 
merce was formed to act like Chambers of Commerce 
of other cities as a central body which represented the 
business community as a whole. At first the American 
Chamber decided that it was " not prepared at present 
to send delegates to the proposed Chamber of Com 
merce," 1 but shortly afterwards agreed to pay the 
annual subscription of a guinea and to " send a deputy 
to the Council of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce." 2 
Twenty years later the American Chamber ceased to be 
a member of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce. 3 In 
1880 the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce set up a 
Cotton Trading Section which performed functions of a 
somewhat similar nature to those of the American 
Chamber. 4 On the other hand, the growth of the Ameri 
can trade in the nineteenth century caused various groups 
of merchants interested in the American trade to form 
sectional associations (according to the nature of the 
goods in which they traded) such as the Tobacco Asso 
ciation, the Provision Trade Association, the Corn Trade 
Association and the Cotton Association. These develop 
ments rendered the American Chamber of Commerce 
superfluous.

Nothing came of the suggestion

" that the rules of the Chamber be so altered as to include 
members engaged in commerce with Canada," 6

and on December 4, 1907, the President circularised 
members as follows :

1 Dec. 3, 1849. 2 Jan. 29, 1850. 3 May 22, 1871.
4 April 25, 1880 (letter from Liverpool Chamber of Commerce dated April 

I, 1880, stating that " a Cotton Trade Section of the Chamber has been 
organised, and that the Committee appointed at a meeting of members of 
the Section held on 3rd of March, are prepared to consider questions having 
relation to the cotton trade of the port ").

6 Nov. n, 1907.



54 The American Chamber of Commerce for

DEAR SIR,
The Secretary of this Chamber being desirous of retiring from 

his office the question has been raised whether the Chamber has 
not outlived its usefulness, and whether the time has not come 
for winding it up, and in that event how the funds should be 
dealt with.

A special meeting of the members will be held to consider 
this question in a preliminary way at 10 Water St., Liverpool, 
on Wednesday, nth Dec., 1907, at 3 o'clock when your attendance 
is particularly requested. Yourg faithfully_

JNO. W. HUGHES (President). 1

The meeting was held on December u, and a com 
mittee was appointed to suggest how the funds should 
be disposed of in the event of the Chamber being dis 
solved. The committee met on the same day and put 
forward a plan for dividing the Chamber's funds among 
various charities, the balance to go to the Merchants' 
Guild. 2 At the adjourned general meeting on Decem 
ber 16 the question of dissolution was postponed until 
the annual meeting in January, 1908. 3

The absence of the President abroad and the death 
of the Vice-President caused the annual meeting to be 
postponed. It was eventually held on March 4, 1908, 
when the dissolution committee was reappointed with 
changes of membership. 4 The committee met on March 6 
and drew up a new plan by which the bulk (not merely 
the residue) of the Chamber's property was left to the 
Merchants' Guild and most of the other charitable dona 
tions previously suggested were dropped. The portrait 
of James Maury and the Minute Books were to be offered 
to the Library, Museum and Art Committee. 5 A gift

1 For J. W. Hughes (d. Nov., 1917), shipowner, for thirty years a member 
of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board and last President of the American 
Chamber, see Liverpool Courier, Nov. 22, 1917.

2 Dec. ii, 1907. 3 Dec. 16, 1907. 'March 4, 1908.
6 The first committee had suggested this (Dec. n, 1907). The portrait 

is now in the Walker Art Gallery, the Minute Books in the Public Reference 
Library. Both had been lent to the Liverpool Historical Exhibition of 1907 
(June 17 and July 29, 1907).



the Port of Liverpool, 1801-1908. 55

of plate was to be made to the Treasurer. 1 At a general 
meeting held on March 9 these proposals were accepted 
and it was resolved

" That the Chamber be dissolved when its liabilities have been 
discharged and its property disposed of." 3

Five weeks later a general meeting resolved

" That the Chamber be dissolved on and from the ist July, 
1908, or as soon after that date as the funds and property of 
the Chamber shall have been distributed in accordance with the 
resolution next below mentioned or any modification thereof, 
whichever shall last occur."

" That the funds and property of the Chamber shall be dis 
posed of by James N. Stolterfoht (Jun.) acting in conjunction 
with Mr. J. W. Hughes, according to the recommendations con 
tained in the reports of such sub-committee, adopted by the 
Chamber on the yth day of March and igth day of May, 1908, re 
spectively, subject to such modifications as they may determine." 3

Another meeting was held on July 15 when it was 
decided to reprint G. J. Duncan's short account of the 
American Chamber with J. N. Stolterfoht's, Sen., addi 
tions. 4

The final meeting of the American Chamber of Com 
merce was held on September 21, 1908, when J. W. 
Hughes, the President, entertained the members to dinner 
at the Adelphi Hotel. J. N. Stolterfoht, Sen., the senior 
member, was present. So was his son, J. N. Stolterfoht, 
Jun., the Treasurer, who laid his accounts before the 
meeting and was given a silver cup in recognition of 
his services during the past twenty years. In his speech 
he read a letter that he had received recently from James F. 
Maury (Cotton Exchange Building, Hanover Square, New 
York), grandson of James Maury, the first President of 
the American Chamber.

1 March 6, 1908. 2 March 9, 1908. ' May 19, 1908. 
 July 15, 1908.
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" The last toast was proposed by the President and received 
with enthusiasm ' Goodwill between the two nations, Great 
Britain and the United States '."

The President cabled to the President of the United 
States 

'' The American Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool, whose first 
President James Maury was appointed Consul here by President 
Washington and so acted for fifty years, having, after an existence 
of 107 years, accomplished its main object in promoting friendly 
feelings between your great country and Great Britain, has, 
at its valedictory banquet to-night, devoted the last toast to 
perpetual goodwill between the two nations." 1

APPENDIX A.

OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Presidents :

1801
1803
1804
1805
1806
1807
1808
1809
1810
1811
1812
1813-4
1815
1818
1819
1820
1821

James Maury
Wm. M. Duncan
Saml. Holland
Adam Lodge
James Cropper
Wm. Barber
John Richardson
Logan
James Cropper
Cyrus Morrall
John Richardson
Edward Pearson

Wm. M. Duncan
T. D. Thornely
Wm. Rathbone
T. Bolton
R. Benson

1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838

A. McGregor
T. B. Barclay
Wm. M. Duncan
Wm. Brown
T. D. Thornely
Wm. Rathbone
J. T. Alston
Edward Cearns
Thomas Leathom
T. Bolton
Wm. Rathbone
Thomas Sands
S. S. Gair
T. B. Barclay
Wm. Maury
R. A. Fletcher
T. D. Thornely

1 Sept. 21, 1908. The Acting Secretary of State replied by letter (Sept. 
25, 1908) on behalf of the President of the United States saying that " your 
organisation is to be congratulated on its long and worthy career of effective 
furtherance of close and friendly relations between Great Britain and the 
United States."
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n ^839 Joseph Shipley
. 1840 Herman Stolterfoht

; 1841 Nicholas Roskell
1842 Thomas Todd
1843 Wm. Brown

1
1844 Wm. Stuart
1845 Wm. Rathbone
1846 George Maxwell
1847 Andrew Melly
1848 Victor Poutz
1849 F. A. Hamilton
1850 Joseph Malcolmson
1851 Wm. Rathbone, Jun.
1852 Eyre Evans
1853 Wm. Barber
1854 Wm. Oxley
1855 Maxwell Hyslop
1856 Thomas Sellar
1857 Charles Forget
1858 R. S. Ely
1859 C. W. H. Pickering
1860 J. C. Boyd
1 86 1 George Melly
1862 S. B. Guion
1863 Thomas Stolterfoht
1864 Charles Melluish
1865 W. Maxwell
1866 James Spence
1867 H. W. Gair
1868 Stewart H. Brown
1869 Wm. Langton
1870 J. N. Stolterfoht
1871 David Maclver
1872 W. B. Forwood
1873 C. P. Melly

1874 H. Stolterfoht, Jun.
1875 Thomas Baring
1876 Rudolph Iken
1877 J. T. Bouch
1878 W. B. Halhed
1879 John A. Marsh
1880 B. F. Babcock
1 88 1 W. D. Heyne
1882 Edmund Taylor
1883 A. S. Radford
1884 Meadows A. Frost
1885 W. P. Sinclair
1886 Stewart H. Brown
1887 J. N. Stolterfoht
1888 W. B. Gair
1889 W. H. Maxwell, Jun.
1890 George Behrend
1891 Wm. Oelrichs
1892 J. B. Duckworth
1893 W. S. Graves
1894 Joseph Thornburn
1895 T. H. Ismay
1896 D. Cunningham
1897 T. Boumphrey
1898 W. B. Baring
1899 T. Martin Bingham
1900 Alexander A. Paton
1901 Richard Henderson
1902 A. S. Hannay
1903 J. E. Willet
1904 E. C. Sanxay
1905 M. H. Maxwell
1906 Sir Alfred L. Jones
1907-8 John W. Hughes

Treasurers :
i 80 i Lang
1803-6 Nicholas Hurry
1807 James Cropper
1808-17 R- Benson
1818-37 John Cropper
1838-48 Wm, Maury

1848-61 Henry Stolterfoht
1861-86 J. N. Stolterfoht,

Sen.
1886-1908 J. N. Stolterfoht,

Jun.
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Secretaries :

1801 James Brandreth 
1804-28 George Orred 
1829-33 James Lowe 
1834-38 Radcliffe and Dun- 

can

1839-61 G. J. Duncan 
1861-8 A. T. Squarey 
1868-1908 Sir John Gray Hill

APPENDIX B.

The following are the names of the first fifty-three signatories 
to the Rules of the American Chamber of Commerce (see 
Duncan and Stolterfoht, pp. 20-1) :

James Maury
W. M. Duncan & Son
Rathbone, Hughes and Duncan
Cropper and Benson
Wm. Barber & Co.
Humble, Holland & Co.
Lees & Rundle
Hamilton, Mayer & Co.
Adam Lodge (Lodges & Tooth)
Nicholas Hurry & Co.
John Richardson & Co.
M. Jno. McViccar & McCorquo-

dale
Thompson & Nelson 
David Shaw 
Hannay & Logan 
Abraham Binns & Sons 
Lang, Comber & Co. 
Francis T. Walker 
S. T. Park 
Greetham & Green 
Swire & Cook 
D. A. Carruthers 
Thomas M'Coll 
George Green 
Leigh L. Sherlock 
John Hunter

Wm. Gibson & Co.
Francis Boult
Wm. & Alex Mein
P. Wainwright & Co.
Hobson & Bolton
Ewart, Rutson & Co.
Martin, Hope & Thornley
Cyrus Morrall
J. T. Borland
Greaves, Yates & Co.
B. Gray
Thomas Strickland
William Dixon
Joseph Bailey
Alex MacGregor & Co.
William Little & Co.
Campbell & Trewis
Chas. Tayleur & Co.
M. Wotherspoon
James Chapman
Worrall and Williamson
Ed. H. Wilson
Robinson & Lawrence
Conway & Dawson
Clough, Willes & Clough
A. Coates & Co.
Hammond, Roscoe & Wilson
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The following are the names of the members of the American 
Chamber of Commerce at its dissolution (1908) :

The American Line
The Anchor Line
Bahr, Behrend & Co.
John Bingham & Co.
John Blythe & Sons
Alan H. Broderick and Leitch
The Cunard Steamship Co.,

Ltd.
Cunningham & Hinshaw 
Oswald Dobell & Co. 
Edwards, Goodwin & Co. 
Elder Dempster & Co. 
A. Hannay & Co. 
Thos. & Jas. Harrison 
Thomas Higgin & Co. 
Ismay, Imrie & Co.

Japp & Kirby
Leach, Harrison & Forwood
W. A. & G. Maxwell
Merrifield, Ziegler & Co.
Muir, Duckworth & Co.
Rathbone Bros. & Co.
E. C. Sanxay
W. P. Sinclair & Co.
Stolterfoht Sons & Co.
John Ten Bosch & Co.
Joseph Thornburn
George Warren & Co.
Woolfenden, Thompson & Co.
Watson & Co.
Frederick Zerega & Co.

Honorary and Life Members : 

Sir A. H. Brown 
Sir Wm. B. Forwood

J. N. Stolterfoht, Sen. 
W. D. Heyne

APPENDIX C.

MEMORIAL TO THE DOCK COMMITTEE ON ... DEFICIENT 
ACCOMMODATION FOR SHIPPING, FINES, ETC. . . . 
(LIVERPOOL, 1839) (LIVERPOOL PUBLIC REFERENCE 
LIBRARY, D, 4045).

To the Committee for managing the Affairs of the Trustees 
of the Liverpool Docks.

The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants, Shipowners 
and Brokers on Behalf of themselves and others interested 
in the loading and discharging of Vessels in the Port of 
Liverpool 

Respectfully sheweth 
That your Memorialists are much harassed, and the trade 

of the port generally impeded, by the inadequacy of the 
existing accommodation for the loading and discharging of
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ships ; an evil which, though of long duration, and increasing 
daily with the increasing trade, has lately been much aggra 
vated by the multiplication of prosecutions for the involuntary 
breach of the Dock Laws, under circumstances of great hard 
ship, consequent partly on the unreasonable rigour of the 
laws themselves, and the manner in which they are enforced.

That, by these laws, a heavy penalty is imposed on the 
owners of goods in process of being shipped or discharged( 
if such goods be allowed to remain on the Dock Quays more 
than 48 hours. And this penalty is almost invariably enforced 
without regard to the necessity (however strongly proved) 
of the case constituting the alleged offence, or to the fact that 
no inconvenience has been thereby occasioned to other parties ; 
circumstances which, as your Memorialists submit, take away 
all character of offence, and therefore render punishment in 
the highest degree unjust and oppressive.

That your Memorialists do not deny that the administration 
of the law by its letter, rather than its spirit, may be obli 
gatory, but such obligation (if it exists) affords the strongest 
possible argument for the alteration of that law.

That your Memorialists believe that in a proportion of the 
cases alluded to, probably not less than nine in ten, the 
infringement of the law is absolutely unavoidable, arising from 
the vast increase of trade and new Custom House regulations 
having rendered 48 hours quite insufficient, the prohibition 
on removal of goods in many cases by the law of the customs 
 the state of the weather, the want of Quay Berths, Stages 
and proper Cranes, and a variety of other circumstances too 
numerous to detail here, over which Shippers and Consignees 
have no control, and cannot by any possible exertion pre 
vent ; and yet penalties are almost daily recovered under 
such circumstances as these particularly in the Timber Trade, 
which is thus taxed to an immense amount; and the worry, 
vexation and waste of time, caused by this continual perse 
cution are even more exasperating than the pecuniary loss.

That, in the judgment of your Memorialists, this enormous 
evil is remediable, First, by a mitigated administration of 
the present law in so far as declaring that the fine shall be 
nominal only and without costs, except in cases where goods
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shall be unnecessarily left on the Quays, and shall actually 
obstruct their use by other parties beyond the 48 hours (or 
such further time as may be deemed sufficient under the 
present Customs' regulations and the increase(d) trade, with 
out necessity from stress of weather, or reasonable excuse 
to be judged of by the Magistrate). And, secondly, by pro 
viding greater facilities for the loading and discharge of vessels, 
having regard, more particularly, to the present defective 
accommodation for sailing vessels as compared with steamers.

That the heavy rates they pay entitle your Memorialists 
(as they conceive) to greatly extended accommodation in 
every respect, and also to protection for their property on the 
Quays, and yet they are continually at great expense in 
watching goods, the principal employment of the Dock Police 
seeming to be the instituting of frivolous and vexatious 
prosecutions for fines.

That by the above mentioned mitigation of the law the 
construction of commodious close sheds on all the Quays 
(except those appropriated for timber) having numerous 
sliding doors, into which carts should not be admitted, the 
water from the roofs being carried underground into the Dock 
and not through the sheds as now and thereby often over 
flowing and causing the destruction of goods the floors to 
be flagged, elevated and kept clean the providing proper 
moveable stages and cranes, traversing on a railway round 
the Dock, the adoption of regulations to prevent the undue 
crowding of particular Docks and the improper occupation 
of Quay berths, improvements would be effected pro 
gressively, and at little cost, which would relieve you. Memori 
alists from evils which have become absolutely intolerable, 
and greatly contribute to the accommodation and prosperity 
of the port.

Your Memorialists therefore respectfully request that you 
will take the foregoing circumstances into consideration, and 
in order better to inform yourselves as to the number, nature 
and operation of the grievances in question (which it is 
impossible hereby to convey any adequate idea of) will be 
pleased to receive evidence thereon with a view to devising 
some just and effectual measures of relief.




