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ARMORIAL SEAL OF WILLIAM DE FARYNGTON.

By Frederic Crooks, F.S.A.
Read 12 November, 1931.

THE illustration which accompanies this paper is 
derived from a wax impression from the fourteenth- 

century silver matrix which is in the collection of Dr. 
Philip Nelson, M.A., F.S.A. The description of the 
matrix is: silver, circular, diam. 21 mm., six-sided, 
conical handle with trefoil opening surmounted by a 
circular hole ; height, 37 mm. The legend reads : 
*SIGILLV WILL'1 DE FARYNGTON.

In the year 1875 Miss ffarington of Worden, Lancashire, 
exhibited at the Royal Archaeological Institute a deed of 
1375. This deed was sealed with a round seal i inch in 
diameter. On the shield within a richly foliated circle  
are the arms, a chevron between 3 leopards' faces. Legend : 
SIGILLV lOH'IS DE FARYNGTON. It was then 
stated that the silver matrix 1 of a precisely similar seal, 
SIGILLV WILL'1 DE FARYNGTON, was then in the 
possession of the ffarington family and had been in frequent 
use on documents of the time of Edward III, and later. 2

The impression 3 was taken from the silver matrix 
mentioned by Miss ffarington in 1875 and to which 
reference has been made above. The matrix was sub 
sequently purchased by Dr. Nelson. Attached to the 
seal was formerly a vellum label on which, in the writing 
of Miss ffarington of Worden, is the following :

" Miss ffarington states that she had found on the deeds 
relating to the Worden properties many bearing the impression 
of this seal from Edward III to the time of Elizabeth, none 
later, and it was last used by the last Sir Henry ffaryngton of 
ffaryngton, father of William ffarington of Worden. It came

1 Proceedings Soc. of Ant., 2nd Series, Vol. 7, p. 75 (1875). 
'Arch. Journal, 1875, p. 481.
3 For this photograph, I arn indebted to Dr. Saxon Barton, F.S.A. (Scot.).
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to me from Revd D r ffarington who received it from Rich* of 
Windsor, son of Richd of Tver, son of Rich* ffarington of 
ffarington." 1

The letters WILL'1 appear to have been re-cut on top 
of, and thus replaced, an earlier name. By a careful and 
close scrutiny of the seal Dr. Nelson is of the opinion 
that the lettering originally cut on the matrix was lOH'IS. 
The matrix was doubtless originally made for John de 
Faryngton, who was subsequently knighted. He was 
King's Commissioner, and joined with Sir Adam de 
Hoghton and Sir Thomas de Lathom to investigate 
transgressions in Co. Lancaster, in 48 Edward III. 2

The matrix evidently remained in the family and John's 
son who bore the name William presumably had the 
letters IOHTS altered to WILLT. As will be seen from 
the pedigree, two other Williams also succeeded.

The arms are : A chevron between 3 leopards' faces ; 
and on the background of the seal there are what appear 
to be two cinquefoils, one on each side of the shield.

According to Foster's Some Feudal Coats of Arms and 
Pedigrees " William Farington (R. II. Roll) bore, gules, 
three cinquefoils 2 and i." Foster also states that ffaring 
ton of ffarington, knight, bore the same (E. IV.) quarterly 
with Argent, a chevron gules between 3 leopards' faces sable. 
Gregson in his Fragments of Lancashire, p. 254, shows 
the ancient ffarington coat as : three cinquefoils borne in 
fesse. Later, these charges were borne 2 and i.

I think that the two cinquefoils appearing as a decor 
ation on this seal, refer to the charges on the earlier coat 
of the ffarington family. Why this senior branch of the 
family should have changed their arms from the coat of 
3 cinquefoils to that of a chevron between 3 leopards' 
faces, I do not know, but changes of this description were 
not unusual. In fact, according to the late J. Paul

1 I am indebted to Dr. Nelson for this information. 
- Burke's Landed Gentry, Vol. I (1886).
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Rylands, F.S.A., it seems to have been a fashion, like 
that of a. later period, viz. the sixteenth century, when 
good old coats were frequently spoiled, the taste being 
then in favour of what have been called " Henry the 
eighth coats." It may be of interest to quote one or 
two other examples of this kind of change. In 1340 the 
seal of Adam de Holcroft [of Holcroft, near Warrington] 
shows a lion rampant. The Holcrofts abandoned this 
coat and in 1382 we find upon the seal of John de Hol 
croft a cross and bordure both engrailed. The Culcheths 
also abandoned their original coat of a bend between 6 
fleurs-de-lys for a griffin segreant. 1

In 1875 Miss ffarington also exhibited at the Royal 
Archaeological Institute the seal matrix of William de 
Meles. It is a circular disk of hard light-brown metal, 
one inch in diameter, having in the centre an open flower 
of conventional form, the four full petals being divided 
by a foliated spike : Legend : S' WILLI DE MELES. 2

The Meles [or Meols] and the ffaringtons had an origin 
in common as will be seen from the pedigree which is 
included in this paper. Therefore it seems possible that 
the cinquefoils on the ancient ffarington coat may have 
had their origin in the flower shown on the seal of William 
de Meles, their ancestor.

Some of the Meles family bore a totally different coat 
from the arms if arms they be on the seal of William 
de Meles, exhibited by Miss ffarington. Randle Holmes in 
Harl. MS. 1987, f. 141, gives the arms of Meols as : Argent, 
3 torteaux within a bordure gules, and adds that elsewhere 
the torteaux are placed in fesse, and that elsewhere no 
bordure is given. The date of this MS. is about i6io.3

I am indebted to Dr. Nelson for the wax impression 
of the Faryngton seal from which is taken the illustration 
accompanying this paper.

1 Local Gleanings Lanes, and Ches., Vol. II, p. 135.
* Arch. Journal, 1875, p. 4/8. 3 Hist. <>f North Meols, by William Farrer.



PEDIGREE SHOWING DESCENT OF FARYNGTON FAMILY 
FROM ALAN DE MELES.

ALAN DE MELES or MEOLS, held a fourth part of the 
Manor of North Meols for 8s. yearly. Living 
c. 1220

I                  

ROBERT DE MELES, son and heir, held 
the same before 1242

WILLIAM DE MELES, son and heir of 
Robert ? whose seal was exhibited 
by Miss ffarington

GILBERT DE MELES

I
ROBERT DE MELES = 
died before 1311

JOHN DE FARYNGTON = AVICE,
By this marriage he ac 
quired half the manor of 
Leyland. He died 1313.

Issue SIR WILLIAM DE FARYNGTON, Knt. 
Summoned to attend the Great Council 
at Westminster, in 1326. Died before 

133°.

daughter and
heir of Robert

Bussel.

Agnes.

WILLIAM DE FARYNGTON = Joan. 
Collector of the King's Reven 
ues for Co. Lancaster, n and 

12 Edward III.

Other Issue.

SIR JOHN DE FARYNGTON, Knt. = Joanna Bannister. 
King's Commissioner, joined 
with others to investigate trans 
gressions in Co. Lancaster, 48 
Edward III.
Most probably the original 
owner of the Faryngton Seal.

I
Other Issue.

WILLIAM DE FARYNGTON 
A Commissioner for Musters in 
the Wapentake of Leyland 
6 Henry V.

Elizabeth, d. of Other Issue. 
John de Lasci, of 
Gateford, Co. York.

WILLIAM DE FARYNGTON = Margaret Halsall. 
Collector of the King's Taxes for 
Co. Lancaster 25 Henry VI.

Died 14 Jan. 1456.

Nicholas.

r
SIR WILLIAM FARYNGTON, Knt. = Alice, 
married before 1456, he being 
then about 15 years of age.

Issue.

I
of Sir Other Issue. 

William Asliton, 
Knt., of Croston.

This pedigree is compiled from " History of North Meols," by William Farrer, 
and from Burke's " Landed Gentry," Vol. I (1886).

N.B. In regard to the spelling of the family surname. For the early 
generations named in this pedigree, I have adhered to the form inscribed oil 
the Seal, viz. FARYNGTON.


