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A LEGACY TO S. MARY DEL KEY, 1509. 

By F. C. Beazley, F.S.A., F. & F.S.G.
Read 13 November, 1930.

LIVERPOOL, though in appearance a modern city, 
is in reality, as is well known to most of its in 

habitants, an ancient borough ; true, its castle, its tower, 
its crosses and its pool have been swept away, " progress " 
and hungry time have devoured them"; its first place of 
worship S. Mary del Key * existing certainly before 1257 
has also disappeared. Diligent antiquaries however have 
retrieved something regarding each of these for us and 
the will of a Liverpool born man living in London, ver 
batim copy of which is given below, may be of interest, 
although the legacy itself, without comment or copy of 
the will has, as the writer discovered after commencing 
this paper, already been mentioned. 2 It may here be 
said that the two entries in the Calendar of Westminster 3 
under A Barow both refer to this Will, one of them refer 
ring merely to a rough note-book recording the visit on 
28 August of Nicholas and Margaret Barrow and appoint 
ment to see the Commissioner of the Lord Abbot on 31 
August when they formally proved the Will which is not 
copied in the Court's registers.

On the 29 August 1509 (i Henry VIII) Thomas Bar- 
rowe " esquyer, coke for the Kynge's mowth," evidently 
in extremis, made his Will which was proved in the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury i September following; 
he was a parishioner of S. Margaret's, Westminster, but

1 For accounts of S. Mary del Key and of S. Nicholas, see Articles by 
Elton, Peet and Brownbill in our Transactions, 54, 73 ; 65, 12 ; 66, 245. 
See also Peet, Liverpool Vestry Books, II, App. K.

2 Id. Note by " R. S. B." Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. & Ches., 71, 90.
3 Indexes to the Ancient Testamentary Records at Westminster, by A. M. 

Burke, F.S.A., 1913, p. i.
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states that he was born in Liverpool and he leaves " my 
coler of Esses to the use of thymage of or Lady in the 
chappel of or Lady Key in Lyrepole co. Lancr." and 
legacies to " every child for the Kinges mowth," the 
" skowlers " and the " coffrer " and mentions Richard 
Abarowe and Nicholas a Barowe. The name Barrow is 
one which the text books on surnames, somewhat gran 
diloquently, call " territorial " ; there are a great many 
places, with and without suffixes or prefixes in England 
with this name but as the testator mentions that he was 
born in Liverpool he may possibly have derived his sur 
name from Barrow-in-Furness, for though Barrow or 
Barrow-in-Furness gained its importance only in the last 
century the name Barrow is really an early one; thus 
we find the Abbot of Furness obtaining a grant of free 
warren in the demesne lands of Hawkshead . . . Barrow 
and many other places in 1336. 1 No family of the name 
entered at any of the visitations of Lancashire, however, 
and he may have been descended from the Barrows of 
Barrow, co. Chester. 2 This family did not enter at any of 
the three Cheshire visitations 3 and the printed visitations 
of London 1568 and 1635-6 as also the Middlesex Pedi 
grees 4 are silent regarding the name. According to the 
records at the College of Arms, however, 5 Thomas Barrow 
thrice (1495, 1505, and 1518) 6 mayor of the City of 
Chester, who died 1523-4 had by his wife Ann, daughter 
and heir of Humphrey and David Lloyd de Bryn, a son 
Thomas Barow who died in his father's lifetime. This 
Thomas Barow whose wife's name is unfortunately not

1 V.C.H. Lams., VIII, 286-7.
1 See Ormerod, II, 339. The name does not appear to be a Liverpool one. 

Cf. The Inhabitants of Liverpool, Fourteenth to Eighteenth Centuries, 1930, by 
R. Stewart-Brown, M.A., F.S.A., 3 Harl. Soc., I, XV, LXV. No roll, how 
ever, for the fifteenth century appears to exist.

3 Harl. Soc., XVIII, LIX, and MS. List penes me.
1 Harl. Soc., XV, LXV.
6 Vincent's " Cheshire " (f. 101), Coll. Arm.
1 Ormerod, I, 212, gives tha first two dates as 1485 and 1506.
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given had a son Roger Barow of Flokershok (Flookers- 
brook), co. Chester; it will be seen no Roger is mentioned 
in the Will appended, but he may have been dead. The 
foregoing is merely given as a possible solution of the 
testator's paternity, ihe name being common. The Arms 
of the Mayor as recorded in Vincent's collections at the 
College of Arms were Argent three torteaux each charged 
with a fleur-de-lis of the field, on a chief Azure a bugle 
horn Or between two pheons of the field. The index refer 
ence in Randle Holme's Academy appears to be faulty. 
References to the Barrows of Barrow may be found in 
the Cheshire Sheaf. 1

The office of King's cook (salsarius) is an ancient one. 
King John had his own salsarius to whom he made grants, 
and so had Henry III. In the next reign (1278) the 
King's steward was ordered to deliver to Master Ralph 
the Sauser (Salsarius}, the King's serjeant, a wardship, 
etc. This carries back to a very early date a curious 
little department in the King's household. Under 
Henry VI, the " saulcery," as it was termed, was of more 
importance than later, for it had its "serjeant," clerk, 
and six other officers. By the time of Henry VIII " the 
pastry and salsery " (or " sawcery ") had become one 
department, but we obtain at this date some light on 
its nature. Of the £54 allowed for it, £50 was for " mus 
tard, vinegar and verjuice " and £4 for " herbs for 
sauces " . . . 2 In the Rolls of Parliament 1433 we read 
of " suche as serve aboute the Kyng's persone and for 
his mouthe " and in 1450 of the " Yoman of oure Larder 
for oure Mouth."

For his remuneration Thomas Barowe, esquire, chief 
cook for the King's mouth, received on 6 February 1487 
an annuity of 20 marks out of the issues of the county 
of Devon, until a provision for life, of like value, be

1 I, 23, 35, 116, 174; II, 397; 3 S. Ill, 88, 92; 3 S. XVI, 56.
2 Cf. The King's Serjeants and Officers of State . . ., by J. Horace Round, 

M.A., LL.D., 1911, p. 249.
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made for him of offices or other gift*; no such provision, 
however, appears to have been made.

Concerning the collar of S.S. much has been written 
and many speculations as to the meaning of the two 
letters have been made. In June 1924 correspondence 
regarding it took place in The Times. Perhaps the best 
explanation is that the letters stand for " Souvent me 
Souvient " which motto is carved over an archway of 
Christ's College founded by Margaret Beaufort and is 
the symbol of that family. Henry IV, the first Lan 
castrian King, is represented in Southwell Cathedral 
wearing the collar which seems to have been worn by 
Knights and persons of consequence and is not unseldom 
seen upon their effigies; in glass it is rarer but is seen in 
the figure of Sir Thomas Ashton at Ashton-under-Lyne 
and at Great Malvern. 2 What ultimately became of the 
collar we cannot tell, but we may suspect that it was 
among the articles claimed by the City Fathers as be 
longing to the town when the raid of 1548 was made. 3 
The image of Our Lady is called " white," 4 having been 
made of English alabaster of that colour from Notting 
ham, which specialised in images of the Blessed Virgin. 5

Lambeth was known to the Saxons as Lambhythe or 
Lambehith and is mentioned in Domesday ; in 1187 the 
Bishop of Rochester exchanged it for other lands with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. Lambeth Marsh, now 
built over, was not covered with houses till about 1810.

Thomas Barow's appointment and Will are given 
below:

The King to all to whom &c. greeting. Know ye that we of 
our special grace in consideration of the good and gratuitous 
service rendered and hereafter to be rendered by our beloved

1 Cal. of Patent Rolls, Hen. VII, Part I.
2 Ancient Painted Glass in England, 1170-1500, by Philip Nelson, M.D. 

[etc.], The Antiquaries Books, pp. 130-1.
3 Elton, The Chapel of St. Mary del Key, Trails. Hist. Soc. Lane. & Ches., 

54, 96-7. 4 Ibid., 86.
5 Information kindly supplied by Philip Nelson, M.A., M.D., F.S.A., etc.
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servant Thomas Barowe esquire our chief cook for our mouth, 
many times, have granted and by the presents grant to the same 
Thomas a certain annuity or annual rent of 20 marks sterling 
to be had and received annually by the same Thomas from the 
feast of St. Michael the Archangel last past from the issues, 
profits, fermes and revenues of our County of Devon issuing and 
growing by the hands of the Sheriff of the same County for the 
time being at the feasts of Easter and St. Michael by equal 
portions until there shall have been provided by us to the same 
Thomas from an office or offices or some other gift or some other 
gifts of the annual value of 20 marks for the term of the life 
of the same Thomas And that express mention of other gifts 
or grants by us made to the same Thomas before these times 
is not made or any statute act or ordinance made issued or 
provided to the contrary notwithstanding. In testimony whereof 
of witness the King at Westminster the 6th day of February by 
writ of privy Seal etc. [Patent Roll, 2 Hen. VII. M. 20].

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN The xxiiijth day of the 
monethof August In the yere of our Lord MVIX And the first 
yere of the Reigne of our soverain lord King Henry the viijth 
I Thomas Barowe, esquyer, Coke for the Kyng's mowth, beyng 
in good remembrance and hole mynde, lawde be unto Almighty 
God, make and ordeyne this my p'sent testament conteyning 
theryn my last Will in manner and forme folowing that is to 
wite First I bequeth and recomend my soule to Almighty God 
my maker and redemer to the moost glorious virgyn his rnoder 
our Lady Seint Mary and to all the holy Company of heven 
And my body to be buried in the pisshe Church of seynt Mar 
garet at Westminister in the Countie of Middlesex where I am 
parisshener yf I dye there or within XXte Mile aboute or ells 
where God of his infynite mercye will dispose for hit. Item. 
I bequeth to the high awter of the same churche of seynt Mar- 
garetts for my tithes and offeryngs by me necligently forgotten 
or withdrawen if any suche be indischarge of my soule and that 
the parson or curate his deputie for the time beyng shall pray 
devoutedly for my soule XL8 . Item. I bequeth to the Era 
ternytie or bretherhede of our Lady founded within the same 
church of seynt Margaretts XXs . Item. I bequeth my Coler 
of Esses to the use of thymage of our Lady in the Chapell of 
our Lady Key in Lyrepole within the Countie of Lanc[aster] 
where I was borne. Item. I bequeth to William Beryman 
XXs . Item. I bequeth to every child for the Kyng's mouth
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vj s viij' 1 Item. I bequeth to the porters and skowlers of the 
pryvey kechyn every of theym XX1'. Item. I bequeth to John 
Sherley coffrer with the Kynge my grete hoppe Ryng of gold. 
Item. I bequeth to Antony lee Master Clerk of the Kyng's 
kechyn my grette hoppe ryng of gold a bedwise. Item. I 
bequeth to every child nowe beyng laufully begoten of the body 
of my suster Margaret except Thomas Harebrand [sic] Item. 
I bequeth to Cecile the wif of Nicholas of Barrowe Citizein and 
ledcrseller of London my Russett gowne furred with blake shanks 
and XXs of money to make it withall. Also I will that myn 
executors in all goodely hast aftir my decesse shall doo V tren- 
talls of masses to be songe for my soule in suche place or places 
as it shalbe seen best to be doon by their discrecions. Item. 
I bequeth vijli to be gevcn and dalte in pens and pens of of 
twoo pens amongst the poore people the day of my burying at 
the church dore of seynt Margaret aforesaid or ells if it cannot 
be doon all ther the Residewe thereof to be geven and dalte 
amongst poore people in lyke forme in other places where it 
shalbe seen moost nedeful by the discrecion of myn executors 
within the pisshe of seynt Margaret and in the town of West 
minster. Also I bequethe to Margarete my wif and Lewes 
Torfote her son my state and terme of yeres the whiche I have 
and hold by Convent seale of the Abbot and Convent of West 
minster That is to wite the houses that I bought of Gilbert 
Mawdesley within the pisshe of seynt Margaret of Westminster 
forsaid during the yeres. Also I bequeth to the said Margaret 
my wif all and singuler goods and Jewells and stuff of household 
whatsoever they be beyng within the said house that she and 
I now dwellyth yn and withoute to occupye holly to her owne 
use. Item. I bequeth to the foresaid Nicholas Barrowe to the 
entent that he take upon hym the charge of the executorshipe 
of this my P'sent testament X marke and iiij yerds of clothe 
to make hym a gowne price the yerde vj 8 viij' 1 Item. I bequeth 
and will that Lewes Torfoote have all my loncls and tenements 
in Strowde in the Countie of Kent to have to hym and to his 
heirs. Item. I bequeath to Richard Abarowe x marke and my 
best Jakett. Item. I bequeth to my wif xx11 in money. Itm. 
I bequeth to William my servant XL8 . Item. I bequeth to 
George and John the son of Nicholas A Barrow xiij s iiij d a pece. 
Item. I bequeth to Thomas Torfoote the three tenements that 
were longyng to the grete house in Water Lamheith to have to 
hym and to his heirs after the custome of the Manor. Itm. 
I bequeth to my servant John Ford Va Item. I make sur-
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render unto John Cromewell and to William Elyot by a white 
rode after the custome of the Manor that they shall surrender 
into the Lord's hands of the Manor to the use of myn executors 
in the p'formaunce of my last Will. Item. I bequeth my londs 
and tenements in Lamebith Marsshe to the use of myn executors 
in the p'formaunce of my last Will after the manner and forme 
by surrender after the custome of the Manor. Also I bequeth 
to the bieldying of the Church in Lamehith vj 8 viij cl . Item. I 
bequeth to seynt Cristofer broderhode within the same churche 
vj 8 viij'1 . Item. I will that myn executors sell my cheyn of 
gold to p'forme my Will withall. Item. I will that my cletts 
be levied by myn executors to the use of myn executors in the 
p'formaunce of my Will and of this my testament and last Will 
I make and ordeyne my faithfull and laufull executors Margaret 
Barrow my \vif and Nicholas Barrowe that they dispose the 
Residue of all my goods above not bequethed for the helthe of 
my soule as it shall bee seen to theym best to please God and 
for the helthe of my soule In witness hereof to this my p'sent 
testament concernyng my last Will I putt my scale beyng p'sent 
Lewes Torfoote, Richard Barrow, John Ford, Arthur Holden 
and Roger Bonyff the day and yere abovesaid

Proved at Lamehith i Sept 1509 by Margaret the relict and 
Nicholas Barowe, the executors. [P.C.C. 19 Bennett.]


