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THE beginnings of the settlement of Jews in Liver 
pool l extended back to the first half of the 

eighteenth century. It is believed that the earliest 
Congregation was largely built up of Jewish migrants, 
Sephardim or Jews of Mediterranean origin, who were on 
their way to the New World, but for some reason or 
another decided to remain at the Frontier Town of the 
Old World and settle in Liverpool; and in all probability 
it included also migrants who were on their way to Ire 
land, but decided at the last moment not to take the 
voyage, which was a venture of serious discomfort, to say 
the least, in those days. This would seem to explain the 
beginnings of the Cumberland Street Synagogue, with its 
associated cemetery. The Community appeared to have

1 In an article on "Old LiviTpnol Jtnvry " in the Jetcish \Vnrlil. 24th 
August HJ22, it was stated that my Father (the late II. L. Benas, J.P.) "made 
a special study of the Jewish records of Liverpool, for which we are indebted 
for almost all that we know, concerning the beginnings of the settlement of 
Jews in Liverpool." The result of this special study is contained in The 
Records of the Jews in Liverpool, hereinafter described as Records, which my 
Father contributed to the Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshire,51, 45 (1899). A further narrative is contained in his address 
to the Liverpool Jewish Literary Society, reprinted from the Jncish Chronicle, 
3oth November 1906, entitled The Evolution of Literary Efforts in Liverpool 
Jeuvy. An earlier contribution of his, entitled The History of the Liverpool 
Jewish Community, was printed in the Jewish World, August 1877, and 
subsequently reprinted. A condensed account of the general history of the 
local Jewish Community is contained in the article Liverpool which he con 
tributed to the Jewish Encyclopedia. It is my object in this paper to deal 
with the developments subsequent to the stage narrated in the Records, and 
reference should be made thereto for the earlier history. In order, however, 
to enable the reader to have in mind the perspective of local Jewish History, 
a brief outline will be given of the earlier period, in respect of Congregational 
Institutions. A " leading article " on the Records appeared in the Liverpool 
Post, iSthJuly 1901, and a "leading article" on the Evolution of Literary 
Efforts appeared in the same paper on ijth December 1906.
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dwindled, and the place of worship was taken over by the 
Sandemanians, or Glassites, a small Christian sect. 1

The first stream of Jewish settlers seemed to have 
gradually disappeared, and a new Community, Asliken- 
azim, or Jews of North, Central and East European 
origin, succeeded at a later date, without appearing to 
have known of the existence of its predecessor. About 
the year 1780 the Community assembled for worship in a 
small house in Turton Court near the present Custom 
House, and in 1789 the Congregation then formed assem 
bled in Frederick Street, 2 where a new Synagogue, a burial- 
ground, and other congregational appurtenances were 
centred. The next removal was to Seel Street, in 1807, 
and this may be regarded, from an architectural point of 
view, as being the first distinctive Synagogue building in 
Liverpool. In 1838 a secession took place, and a Congre 
gation was formed, which in 1857 opened the present 
Hope Place Synagogue. 3

The Congregation in the Seel Street line of succession 
adopted the title of " The Liverpool Old Hebrew Con 
gregation," while the diversion which ultimately be 
came centred in Hope Place 4 adopted the title of the

1 Fur the full details as to the problems connected with the site of this 
Synagogue, and the subsequent history of the site, see the Records, pp. 45-50. 
Also Transactions, Volume 5-6, Old Series, in Thorn's " Liverpool Churches 
and Chapels," pp. 53-56, but it should be noted that the latter writer does 
not seem to have been aware of the intermediate stage of local Jewish history, 
constituted by the Synagogue in Turton Court, dealt with in the Records, 
p. 50. See also the " Day to Day " column in the Liverpool Post and 
Mercury, 2ist December 1928 and the letter of the present writer on " The 
Glassite or Sandcmanian Chapel " in the Liverpool Post and Mercury, 2ist 
December 1928.

  In the Liverpool Guide, by W. Moss, 4th Edn., 1801, reference is made 
at p. 92 to " the Jew's Synagogue, in Pitt Street." This must be the Frederick 
Street Synagogue. No Synagogue in Pitt Street is known to have existed 
at that date. The Frederick Street Synagogue was contiguous.

3 For fuller details concerning this, see Records, pp. 65 el seq.
4 Further information as to the congregational history of " Hope Place " 

is contained in Mr. Philip Ettinger's detailed monograph thereon, about to 
be published. The first synagogical building of the Congregation was in 
Pilgrim Street, at the corner of Hardtnan Street.
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" Liverpool New Hebrew Congregation." In 1874 the 
Old Hebrew Congregation removed to the Princes Road 
Synagogue. 1

It is important to note that the Hope Place Synagogue 
and the Princes Road Synagogue are edifices which were 
built as Synagogues, since much of the later history of 
local Jewish developments centres around the evolution 
of non-Jewish places of worship into Synagogues. It 
would be perhaps convenient at this stage briefly to refer 
to the cemeteries associated with the local Jewish Com 
munity. The Cumberland Street and Frederick Street 
Burial Grounds have been previously mentioned. 2

In 1802 the Oakes Street Cemetery was opened. It was 
closed for burials in 1835, and in the latter year the Deane 
Road Cemetery was opened. The Broad Green Cemetery 
was opened in 1904. In 1904 the Oakes Street Cemetery 
was demolished and the opening of the Broad Green 
Cemetery enabled a transfer thereto of the exhumations. 3 
In 1923 there was a similar exhumation and transfer, 
from the Frederick Street Burial Ground to Broad Green. 
All these burial places were associated with the " Liver 
pool Old Hebrew Congregation." The first cemetery of 
the Hope Place Hebrew Congregation, at Green Lane, 
was opened in the year 1840. Their subsequent cemetery 
in Long Lane, Fazakerley, was opened in 1921. 4 It will be 
more convenient to deal with subsequent Jewish burial 
places in the course of the narrative of the development 
of the local Community. 5

1 Records, p. 77 ct scq.
2 As to the disappearance of the Cumberland Street Burial Ground, see 

Records, p. 45 ct scq.
3 See Liverpool Courier, 25th April 1905.
4 See Jewish Chronicle, 30th September 1921.
5 For the life and development of the earlier non-synagogal Jewish institu 

tions in Liverpool, see Records and The Evolution of Literary Efforts in Liverpool 
Jewry.

In these " Records " of the Jews in Liverpool, my Father gives an account 
of the renascence of co-operative endeavour, which secured the establishment 
of additional congregations. The word Chevrah (sometimes transliterated
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The foundation of the New Hebrew Congregation now 
situate in Hope Place was in no sense determined by 
geographical considerations. It was a clear case of 
secession on grounds not unfamiliar among communities 
in general. But the next congregational effort, which 
eventuated in the acquisition of an ecclesiastical building 
as a Synagogue, was entirely determined by a question of 
locality. Traditional Jewry, which does not permit of 
vehicular journeys on Sabbath and Festivals, requires of 
necessity the Synagogue to be within easy reach of 
residence, and in the case of the next Synagogue in point 
of date to be recorded, this factor was the predominant 
cause, while in some other cases to be dealt with, prox 
imity has been to a less extent the decisive motive force, 
although contributing something to the claims which the 
establishment would have on its supporters. My Father 
in the Records indicated how the evolution of non-Jewish 
places of worship into Synagogues came about. Some 
Nonconformist associations dissolved their local activities, 
or else removed them farther afield, and thus existent 
buildings which might otherwise fall into desuetude and 
decay became utilized, a process which, from the point 
of view of the well-being of the city, can be regarded 
as a salutary one. The rescue of these buildings from 
the fate of the unoccupied, or of diversion from 
the amenities associated with places of worship, may 
be viewed, from the standpoint of the architectural

Chebra or Hcbra) strictly signifies an Association, but in its Congregational 
application the word is applied to the place, rather than to the organization, 
and denotes what would be in England known as a " Bethel," a phrase which 
is, of course, itself Hebrew, and signifies House of God.

My Father, after a description of the various activities, observes: "My 
records would be incomplete if I refrained from mentioning this phase in the 
latest evolution of Jewish life in Liverpool." That was written in 1899, since 
when Jewish co-operative effort, both in the foundation and support of 
educational centres, of Synagogues, local Ecclesiastical Authority, Philan 
thropic Organizations, literary work, Zionist energies, and Societies for 
Jewish endeavour in general, has increased apace. It is with these develop 
ments that mv contribution of ll Later Records " is mainlv concerned.
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and civic welfare of the locality, as a favourable 
measure.

Jewish Communities will tend to cluster around a 
Synagogue, and although it maybe said that a Synagogue 
will find itself established in a locality which a Jewish 
Community tends to favour, it will be readily realized that 
the possibility of acquiring a ready-made building, in or 
near a locality where Jews are to be found, will tend to 
retain relatively large spheres of a Jewish Community in 
proximity to such a Jewish place of worship. If this 
point is fully appreciated, much of the subsequent 
Jewish Congregational History of Mersey-side will be 
easily grasped.

The first of these adoptions and adaptations was the 
Fountains Road Synagogue, Kirkdale ; it was consecrated 
for the purpose in 1888. 1

These places of worship, like many of the others which 
have become Synagogues, have had a varied ecclesiastical 
history. The nomenclature of the streets in this neigh 
bourhood has undergone change, and according to 
Picton,- it will be noted that the district of Fountains 
Road, in the earlier half, and even a little later, of the 
nineteenth century, was designated " Claremont," and 
Picton states that about 1826 this " Claremont " was a 
hamlet, with a number of streets and a chapel.

Recourse must be had to other clues, to ascertain the 
earlier history of the building. In Burke's Catholic 
History of Liverpool, reference is made to the Catholic 
Times of the 7th January 1871, from which the writer 
notes that a Dissenting Chapel in Claremont Grove was 
acquired by the Roman Catholics as a Chapel, and was 
styled St. John's. In 1885 the same authority narrates

1 Tills is mentioned in Records, p. Si, and some furtheracrountishere added, 
because the history of the acquisition of the Kirkdale building aptly illus 
trates the methods by which the newer local congregations have been estab 
lished.

2 Memorials of Liverpool, ii, 15.
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the fact that the congregation of St. John's Chapel moved 
to a new building in Fountains Road. I am informed by 
one of the founders of the Fountains Road Synagogue, 
that the Roman Catholics removed from one side of 
Fountains Road, its temporary quarters, to the other side 
of the road, and this statement, together with a reference 
to maps of the district, led me to identify the building of 
the Fountains Road Synagogue, with that of the tem 
porary Catholic Chapel, in the thoroughfare now known 
as Fountains Road, but apparently originally styled 
Claremont Grove.

The earliest reference I have been able to discover as 
to a Chapel in " Claremont," is to be found in Gore's 
Directory, which shows that there was a Chapel in " Clare 
mont," and the result of these investigations is that, 
without stating definitely that the edifice was open in 
the year 1826, as implied by Picton, it is possible to 
state, on the strength of Gore's Directory, 1845, that it 
was in existence in the year 1845. I have had all doubts 
removed as to the identity of Claremont Grove with 
Fountains Road through the courteous co-operation of 
Messrs. W. & J. Venmore, Estate Agents, North John 
Street, Liverpool, who are well conversant with property 
in the locality, and who kindly obtained first-hand con 
firmation from a former overseer of the district, with 
extensive and old-dated personal knowledge of the area. 
The latter states quite definitely that " the portion of 
Fountains Road which lies between Westminster Road 
and Sessions Road and in which the Jewish Synagogue is 
situate was formerly named Claremont Grove." Refer 
ence to the title-deeds shows that by a conveyance dated 
2nd March 1882, the Roman Catholic Authority con 
veyed the property to the Liverpool Corporation, and the 
conveyance shows that the property was referred to as 
St. John's Roman Catholic Chapel. The discrepancy 
between the date of the conveyance of the Corporation
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and the opening of the St. John's Chapel, on the other 
side of the road, on the date mentioned by Burke, may 
be explained by the fact that the new premises may have 
been in partial use, after the sale of the old premises, 
before the new building as a whole was consecrated, a fact 
which I understand can be explained by the rule of the 
Roman Catholics that a chapel is not consecrated until it 
is in every sense completed.

The Fountains Road Congregation rented the property 
upon an annual tenancy, but after six months' occu 
pancy they received notice to quit, the property having 
been acquired by the West Derby Union. 1 The Congre 
gation felt the imminence of dispossession acutely. Full 
of enthusiasm for the Spiritual Cause they espoused, and 
conscious of their civic independence they placed them 
selves upon the suffrage of their neighbours, and afforded 
an early illustration of local option. The neighbourhood 
was asked whether it would like to see a Synagogue dis 
placed for a public Vaccination Centre, for that was the 
purpose to which the property was about to be put by 
the West Derby Union. A petition was prepared, and 
over a thousand signatures were appended to the prayer 
that the Synagogue should remain, and that the Vaccina 
tion Centre should be installed elsewhere. It would be 
ungracious to suggest that the fact that the Jewish and 
non-Jewish signatories were Ratepayers to the West 
Derby Union weighed with that Authority in their 
decision, but it is to be recorded that the West Derby 
Union forwent their purchase and the Congregation 
became the owners. 2 A fund was opened and large sums 
were collected for the purpose of defraying the purchase 
money, the reduction of the loan which had been created 
and the cost of decorations. The property is now in the

1 See Conveyance by the Corporation of Liverpool to the West Derby 
Union, dated i8th September 1889.

2 See Conveyance dated aist June iSyo, from the West Derby Union to 
the Trustees of the Fountains Road Hebrew Congregation.
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uiK'iicumbiTL'd possession of the Congregation. It was 
opened by the late Dr. Hermann Adler, then delegate 
Chief Rabbi, in 1888. l Jnst as stated in the Records, 
there was a proem before the genesis of the present 
Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation, so there was a 
proem before the genesis of the Synagogue (then styled 
the New Beth HamedrasJi),- opened in Crown Street on 
the 6th September 1896, :i the first of the Synagogues 
established in the heart of Liverpool other than the 
Old and New Hebrew Congregations. It must be re 
membered that although the Beth Hamedrash afforded 
facilities in point of locality for most of its members 
over and above the more distant Princes Road and 
Hope Place Synagogues, its origin cannot, as in the 
case of Kirkdale, be explained on purely geographical 
grounds. There is a psychological basis for the estab 
lishment of these newer congregations which is an actual 
reality, and is utterly unconnected with locality. This 
psychological basis had its effect in evolving miiiyanim 
(Bethels) into Congregations, and it can be no mere 
coincidence that this period synchronized with the foun 
dation of the new Burial Society, providing a cemetery 
for the use of those other than members of the two 
Synagogues, the Old and New Hebrew Congregations re 
spectively possessing cemeteries of their own, and the rise 
and growth of a number of philanthropic organizations 
seeking to carry out work partly, and in some cases 
wholly, dealt with by existing Congregations, but with 
a somewhat different psychological outlook.

The history of the building first known under Jewish 
auspices as the new Beth Hamedrash is typical. The 
earliest title deeds, in possession of the present Trustees 
of the building, which disclose all its Jewish legal his-

1 See the Records, p. St. Jewish Chronicle, ist February iSSy.
2 Literally " House of Study," i.e. of the Sacred Law.
3 Reported in the Jewish Chronicle, nth September 1896.
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tory, commenced with a Salisbury Lease, dated the ist 
July 1858, and the property is there described as an 
existent Dissenting Chapel. The first conveyance to 
Jewish Authorities is dated 6th August 1896. As the title 
deeds do not disclose its earlier history, recourse must 
be had to other sources, to enable it to become manifest.

In Dr. Thorn's Liverpool Churches and Chapels, in the 
full form of the text as published separately, it appears 
that on Sunday, i6th November, 1851, the Congregation 
of " Berean-Universalists," of which the Author was the 
head, removed from a chapel in Bold Street to a chapel 
in Crown Street, close to Brownlow Hill. 1 am indebted 
to Dr. K. T. Bailey, Honorary Librarian of the Society, for 
information from an old resident who confirms the identity 
of this chapel with that of the new Beth Hamcdrash. 1

None of these cited authorities mention its earlier 
history. The earliest reference I have been able to find 
apparently relating to this building is in a book published 
in 1850, Stranger's Vade Mecum Liverpool Described  
a guide by David P. Thomson, M.D. Edin.,in which it is 
stated to be " recently erected." Gore's Directory 1855 
states it was opened i6th November 1851.

On the 24th June 1908, the Congregation of the new 
Beth Hamedrash, which had outgrown its original build 
ing, removed to what is now known as the Central 
Synagogue, Islington, and by a deed of appointment 
of new Trustees, dated 2()th July 1908, the property of 
the new Beth Hamedrash was vested for and on behalf 
of a new Congregation entitled the " Hasidim, worship 
ping according to the ritual and liturgy known as 
N-usacii Ha'ari." 2

1 The existence of this building as the Berean-Universalists' Chapel is also 
referred to in Eraser's Guide to Liverpool, 1857, as also in Picton's Memorials 
uf Liverpool, ii.

- This is a community of Jewish Pietists who, although hailing from Eastern 
Europe, adopted a ritual and liturgy which owes its origin to a sacred Jewish 
mystic of Safed in Palestine, and the ritual and liturgy is much more akin to 
that of the " Sephardim," or Mediterranean Jewry.
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The freehold of this property was subsequently ac 
quired and vested in new Trustees, by a Deed dated I5th 
May 1924. Considerable extensions have been made to 
the building, and are in process of completion at the time 
of the reading of this paper. The reconstruction includes 
a new frontage, and it is expected that the edifice in its 
new form will be reopened in March 1929. J The appear 
ance of the new frontage, together with the extensions and 
modifications introduced, have developed the building 
from one of no especially striking characteristics into 
that of a noteworthy Synagogal structure.

The proem period of the Minyan ~ (Bethel) in Liverpool 
appears to commence in the early seventies. The first 
minyan of which there is a record, unless one takes into 
consideration some early endeavours in the first half of 
the nineteenth century, which led to the Hope Place 
secession from the Old Hebrew Congregation, was the 
Chevrah Torah, 3 situated then at the corner of Anson 
Street and Pembroke Place. This was a public Minyan 
in the sense that it had paying members. There may 
have been private Minyanim (Bethels) at least contem 
poraneous with the Chevrah Torah, possibly earlier. One 
existed at a spot off Copperas Hill, on the present site of 
the extended Adelphi Hotel. 4 The Chevrah Torah subse 
quently moved to Great Newton Street, and ultimately 
became absorbed in the first Congregation of the Great

1 The Consecration took place 2.(th March 11)29. Picture of exterior in 
(Liverpool) Daily Courier, 25th March 1929. See Liverpool Post &  Mercury, 
26th March 1929 ; Jewish Chronicle, 29th March 1929. The Congregation 
was formed in 1888, and met at first at rooms in Gill Street. A group was 
formed thereout entitled the. Chevrah Tthillim (The Society of Chanters of 
the " Psalms "). The Congregation with its attendant Society moved later 
to Great Orford Street, thence to Bedford Street, and thence to Crown Street. 
It is a typical illustration of congregational development.

* Minyan is in strict meaning the "quorum " essential for public service, 
Minyanim is the plural of Minyan.

a Literally " The Association of the (Sacred) Law."
4 These Minyanim were often colloquially entitled after their Founders 

or " Wardens " or occasionally the Jewish landlords of the " premises."
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vSynagoguc, Russell Street, which Congregation now 
worships in Grove Street. 1

Another important Chevrah was the Chevrah Ayin 
Jacob.- It opened in 1876 and appears to have evolved 
from among those who participated in the overflow 
services, which used to be organized in those days at the 
Hebrew Schools in Hope Place on the occasion of the 
Solemn New Year and Day of Atonement Celebrations. 
For over thirty years it was situated in West Derby Street, 
on the site of the present Council Schools. The Chevrah 
received compensation from the Corporation on the 
demolition of their premises, and removed thereafter to 
the present premises, 67-69 Crown Street, two dwelling- 
houses being adapted for Congregational purposes.

The building now used as the Synagogue in Russell 
Street was built, according to Dr. Thorn, in 1809 as an 
undenominational place of worship. To quote his words : 
" To say by what sect of religionists this chapel has not, 
at some time or another, been occupied would be some 
what puzzling." 3 In 1857 the place was acquired by the 
United Methodists. It had been in turn a chapel for, 
among others, Baptists, Independents and Sweden- 
borgians. It remained in the possession of the United 
Methodists until its acquisition by the Great Synagogue 
Congregation (now worshipping in Grove Street).

This Congregation itself underwent certain internal 
metamorphoses, but the line of succession is clear from 
the date of the acquisition of the premises as a Syna 
gogue to the body now worshipping in Grove Street. 4

Sec Jewish Year Book, I2th year of issue, 1907. Sub title, " Liverpool."
Literally " The Eye of Jacob."
Its earlier history is sketched in that author's history of the Liverpool

Ch irchcs and Cluipels.
An interesting reprint of a sermon preached by the then incumbent of the 

Russell Street Great Synagogue is in my possession. It was delivered on the 
occasion of the coronation of King Edward VII, setting forth in the form of 
a closely reasoned argument the imperative obligation imposed by Judaism 
upon every member of a Jewish community to be a Loyal Subject of the 
Sovereign of the State of which the subject is a citizen.



THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, RUSSF.LI. STKKKT. I.I YH K I'OOL. 

Nusach Sjard.





Later Records of the Jcu i s in Liverpool. 161

The Russell Street Synagogue was first acquired for 
Jewish purposes in the year 1901, and the Great Syna 
gogue Congregation worshipped there until 1925, when 
the Congregation removed to the building in Grove 
Street, formerly the United Methodist Chapel.

The Central Synagogue, Islington, has already been 
referred to. Its history as a building is equally as interest 
ing as that of the Russell Street Synagogue. The Islington 
edifice was built in the year 1846, by the Presbyterians for 
Dr. Verner White, and was popularly called "Dr. White's 
Chapel." It has a seating capacity of approximately 
1,000 persons. 1 It was consecrated as a Synagogue 
24th June 1908, by the late Chief Rabbi, the Very Rev. 
Dr. Hermann Adler. Two features of the ceremony 
were of outstanding significance. The one was the pres 
ence by special invitation of the Minister of the Presby 
terian Congregation which formerly worshipped in the 
building (the Rev. J. G. Hamilton), and the other was the 
participation of the Mayor of Birkenhead, the holder of 
the Mayoralty in that year being the late Mr. Arnold 
Bloom, who was the first member cf the Jewish Com 
munity to become Mayor of Birkenhead. 2

The Shaw Street Synagogue was opened in May 1907. 
It is situated between the area served, from a Jewish 
point of view, by the Fountains Road Synagogue in the 
North and the central area of the city at the South 
served by most of the remaining Synagogues of the city. 
It was an outgrowth of the first Great Synagogue Con 
gregation of Russell Street, and its establishment cannot 
be regarded as exclusively referable to geographical 
necessity. 3 It has a seating capacity of about 800. It

1 Liverpool Post and Mcrcuty, 4th April 1914.
2 An appreciative reference to the work of the late Mr. Bloom, a? Mayor 

of Birkenhead, is contained in the Liverpool Evening Express, 22nci December 
1910.

1 An architectural description is to be found in Picton, Memorials, ii, to 
which volume reference can be made for an architectural note on the Islington 
Synagogue.

M
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was built as a Welsh Weslcyan Chapel in 1866, and 
remained in the ownership of that community until 
acquired by the Shaw Street Jewish Congregation, which 
termed the building it acquired the " New Synagogue," 
a title bearing some resemblance to the Congregation in 
Hope Place, which latter congregation, however, styled 
itself the Hope Place Hebrew Congregation in the 
year 1916. The term "New Synagogue" for the Shaw 
Street building has never become current in popular 
parlance; it is always styled the " Shaw St. Synagogue."

Another Synagogue was opened in Walnut Street on 
24th November 1912, with the title in Hebrew of Tiferet 
Israel, being styled in English " The Pride of Israel." 
Its modesty in architectural features and dimensions 
relates of necessity that pride to spiritual work. The 
building was formerly a Mission Hall associated with the 
Pembroke Baptist Chapel and appears to have been 
established as such in 1850.!

The Grove Street Synagogue, which as already noted 
is the present place of worship of the first Great Syna 
gogue Congregation, hitherto worshipping in Russell 
Street, was consecrated on the 6th September 1925. - The 
building was formerly a United Methodist Chapel and 
was built in the year 1873. It has a seating capacity of 
about 800. The foundation-stone was laid by the late 
Samuel G. Rathbone, J.P., of Liverpool, in 1872. In 
matter of accommodation, this is one of the most capa 
cious of the buildings used as a Synagogue in the district, 
and in addition to the accommodation for the place of 
worship, there are class-rooms and a large assembly hall, 
with smaller rooms for meetings. In order to bring the 
architecture into line with Jewish associations, the spire

1 See the Liverpool Red Book (1900), p. 291. It was built in 1839 and is 
referred to iu Thomson's Stranger's Vade Mecuni (1850) as belonging to the 
Primitive Methodists. See Liverpool Post and Mercury, 25th November 1912. 
The congregation formerly worshipped at premises in Devon Street.

- See Jeit'ish Chronicle, nth September 1025.
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was taken away, leaving the building, if anything, artis 
tically improved by the bold effect of the tower-like 
superstructure which remains.

On the nth September 1927, the Russell Street Syna 
gogue building, which had been unoccupied since the 
removal of the Congregation to the Grove Street building, 
was reconsecrated as a Synagogue on the occasion of its 
establishment as the place of worship of the Jewish 
Congregation of Hasidim, hitherto worshipping in prem 
ises in Devon Street. It is styled " The Great Synagogue 
 Nusach Sfard." l

The peculiarly genealogical character of the various 
newer Synagogues in Liverpool must ever be noted in the 
study of Local Jewish History, while at the same time the 
other characteristics must also be borne in mind, that 
synagogue localities tend to remain synagogal although 
the congregations inhabiting them may periodically vary. 
Thus mention of Devon Street recalls the fact that the 
migration of the first new Belli Hameihash Congregation 
from Crown Street to Islington was preceded by an 
amalgamation of a Devon Street Congregation, with a 
Chevrah ancestry going back to the earliest mid-Victorian 
beginnings of the Chevrahs, and that of the Congregation 
actually then worshipping in Crown Street. 2 Mention 
of Devon Street will also be a reminder, that the last- 
mentioned Devon Street Congregation, on its amalgama 
tion with the Crown Street Congregation, did not leave 
the Devon Street locality unsynagogal, since it will be 
remembered that another Congregation was formed in 
Devon Street, which was the direct parent of the present 
Russell Street Synagogue, and the street contained the 
precursor of the Walnut Street Synagogue.

Again it will be recalled that the first Russell Street
1 The latter refers to the liturgy and ritual, which is akin to that of the 

Nusach Ha'ari Synagogue in Crown Street pictistic and bearing relation 
ship to the Mediterranean rubric.

- See Jfidsh Year Book for njo".
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Congregation grew by amalgamation of pre-existing 
Chevrahs, one of which was the historic Chevrah Torah, 
which was previously situated in Great Newton .Street. 1 
It is never to be regarded as impossible in the light of 
Local Jewish History that the Chevrah of to-day may well 
become the parent of a Synagogue in the future, and it 
may be noted that during the latter half of the last decade, 
a Chevrah has been founded in the far North of the city 
over the Bootlc Boundary (the Bootle Minyan), and 
again so recently as 1926 in the Duke Street area of the 
South end, the latter historically interesting as being in 
comparatively close proximity to the site of the second 
Synagogue in Liverpool, namely that of Turton Court. 
An interesting departure, territorially speaking, is repre 
sented by the establishment of the Fairfield Congregation, 
a house in Laurel Road having been adapted for use as a 
Synagogue, which was opened on the 24th May 1925. 
It is the first Synagogue in East Liverpool. The premises 
include class-rooms for teaching.

On the Cheshire side of the Mersey Jewish Congrega 
tional life is represented by two Communities, one in 
Birkenhead and the other in Wallasey. The first Congre 
gational efforts in Birkenhead were made in 1889, and 
centred in rooms in Argyle Street. The next move was 
to Hinson Street, later to Price Street, and lastly to the 
present premises in Chester Street, where facilities exist 
for the work of class-teaching, of the nature usually 
associated with Congregational efforts. None of these 
buildings bear the usual characteristics of Ecclesiastical 
edifices. The Birkenhead Community has remained 
always extremely small in numbers, but has enjoyed great 
distinction through counting among the Jewish burgesses 
of Birkenhead a chief Magistrate of the Borough in the 
person of the late Mr. Arnold Bloom.

Wallasey, on the other hand, while of much more recent
1 See Jfu'ish Year Book for njo;.
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origin as a centre of Jewish effort, is moiv extensive. 
The first collective endeavours of a Jewish nature in 
Wallasey, or more accurately within the territory now 
included in the Borough of Wallasey, were manifested 
in 1909, and partook of the typical preliminaries of a 
nascent Jewish Community, namely a Minyan (Bethel), 
together with a Cheder. 1 Migrations took place until 
the period when the movement was established to 
found a Congregational Synagogue. The conditions of 
Birkenhead and Wallasey, Jewishly, as also from a Gentile 
point of view, are somewhat distinctive. Birkenhead 
Jewry is, in the main, a Jewry of Birkenhead townspeople 
living and carrying on their business within the Borough. 
Wallasey, on the other hand, including as it does the river 
side and pleasure-resorts farther down the river, evinced 
large possibilities of becoming a residential centre for 
many Jewish people, whose business life is spent within 
the City of Liverpool. The possibilities seemed to the 
founders all the greater, as their efforts could look for 
support to a number of townspeople for long resident in 
Wallasey. Synagogue premises were secured in J/alkand 
Road, Egremont, a very central situation in the Borough. 
The building was at one time a Nonconformist place of 
worship, with a seating capacity of about 250. It was 
built in 1868, and after several changes of tenants, includ 
ing the Baptist Community, it became a hall for the 
Spiritualists prior to becoming the Synagogue of the 
Wallasey Hebrew Congregation. Funds were raised for 
the purchase of the property and the decoration of the 
building and its adaptation to the purposes of a Syna 
gogue. The Synagogue was opened on Sunday, 3rd Sep 
tember 1911, a memorable year in the history of Wallasey, 
for the ceremony took place in the first year of Wallasey's 
incorporation as a Borough. The event was marked by 
full civic honours, the Mayor and Mayoress, Mr. and

1 Literally a ruuiu, iu its full meaning iu this respect a schoolroom.
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Mrs. J. T. Chester, and members of the Corporation 
attending in State. The opening ceremony was per 
formed by my late Father, and representatives of the 
Merseyside Community participated in the ceremonial 
proceedings. 1 It must be mentioned that both of the 
Communities of the two Cheshire Boroughs evince the 
same characteristics of cordial comradeship with their 
Gentile fellow-citizens as characterize the relationship of 
the Jewish and Gentile forces on the Lancashire side of 
the Mersey.

In 1924 the Wallasey Community founded a Wallasey 
Hebrew Philanthropic Society, but it should be distinctly 
borne in mind that although Wallasey possesses a number 
of localized entities, the Cheshire Communities participate 
in the general communal efforts of Jewish Merseyside.

Farther afield, perhaps too far to be regarded as within 
the ambit of a history of the Local Jewish Community, 
but certainly within its sphere of association, Jewry 
established itself in 1893 at Southport. My late Father 
performed the opening ceremony on the occasion of the 
inauguration of the first Synagogue in Sussex Road, on 
Monday, 8th May. The proceedings were marked by 
great public interest, an additional distinction being con 
ferred upon the occasion by the presence of the late Chief 
Rabbi, Dr. Hermann Adler, who participated in the 
ceremonial proceedings. The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Southport and members of the Corporation attended in 
State at the Synagogue and the subsequent assemblies.-

The earliest philanthropic organization of the Liver 
pool Jewish Community was founded in iSn (The Liver 
pool Hebrew Philanthropic Society), and its origin finds 
place in the Records. All that need here be mentioned

1 Full accounts nf the Inauguration appeared in the tt'allasey and Wirral 
Cfuoniclf of Wednesday, 6th September 1911, also in the Liverpool Courier 
and Liverpool Daily Post of Monday, 4th September, and in the Jewish Chron 
icle ami Jewish World ol Friday, uth September 1911.

- See the Suulhport I'isiter of yth May 1893.
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by way of reminder is the fact that Liverpool is one of 
the pioneers in Anglo-Jewish co-operative philanthropic 
endeavours. 1

The second oldest Jewish philanthropic organization 
is the Hebrew Ladies' Benevolent Society, which was 
founded in 1849, the object of which is to assist married 
women during sickness, a principle of its work being 
residence in the city for a stated time as a pre-requisite 
for qualification for relief.

The next organization of a similar character in point of 
date is that of the Liverpool Hebrew Provident Society, 
which was founded in 1850, the objects of which are much 
akin to the Philanthropic Society, namely, the granting 
of weekly allowances to those in need.

In 1866 the Society for clothing the necessitous boys of 
the Hebrew Schools was established, and in 1870 the Liver 
pool Hebrew Schools Children's Soup Fund was founded.

More recently that organization has broadened its 
basis to include Jewish children who need its ministration 
independently of the locality of the school. The Hebrew 
Schools referred to in the two previously mentioned 
societies are the Hebrew Schools in I lope Place, whose 
early history is narrated in the Records.

1 The annual celebration service of the latter Society, with the presence of 
the Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress, is an occurrence well known to the 
present generation of Liverpool citizens, the services being held at the 
Princes Road Synagogue, and the following passage from a leading article 
in the Liverpool Daily I'ost, of 2oth November 1909, makes reference to the 
character of this annual assembly and its history: 

" Inter-racial sympathy and comity may be as valuable an element of 
amenity in home religious life as in cosmopolitan relations. An excellent 
example is being afforded in the service, which will take place to-morrow 
afternoon at the Jewish Synagogue, in Princes Road the Annual Celebration 
of the Hebrew Philanthropic Society. The Lord Mayor has signified his 
intention of attending in state, together with the Lady Mayoress, and the 
members of the Corporation. Formerly the celebration took the form of 
an Annual Dinner ... at the suggestion of Mr. Baron L. Ik-nas then a 
young man the idea of an Annual Service instead of the Dinner, was adopted, 
and the custom has been continuously adhered to. It is an occasion when. 
Christians and Jews may emphasize their mutual concern in what is common 
ground for both."

1
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The Jewish Board of Guardians was constituted, 
according to its first report, at a meeting of subscribers, 
held on 7th May 1876, but there \vas a preliminary 
meeting to consider the question, held at the Hebrew 
School House, Hope Place, on 28th November 1875. 1 .

It first functioned in the old premises of the Old Hebrew 
Congregation, in Upper Frederick Street, but within a 
couple of months it obtained possession of premises in 
" Custom House " Arcade, as it then was, again, curiously 
enough, reverting to a locality consecrated by local 
Jewish tradition. It subsequently removed to Seel 
Street, later to Duke Street, and ultimately to Oxford 
Street, the latter being far the most convenient situation 
within recent years, having regard to its central character 
in relation to the more thickly populated Jewish area.

The full style and title of the Board of Guardians is the 
" Board of Guardians for the Relief of the Jewish Poor in 
Liverpool." In general its objects were to co-ordinate 
the charitable activities of individual members of the 
congregations in the way of relief to the needy, in par 
ticular those outside the scope of the previously mentioned 
organizations. It gradually took in hand all forms of 
philanthropic efforts. The title, Board of Guardians, 
obviously bore relationship to the prevalent term used 
by Poor Law Authorities, it being a particularly common 
feature of nineteenth-century Jewry to use for its own 
organizations terms that were well understood in relation 
to civic entities in general. Thus the terms " vestry," 
" select committee," " warden," and " Board of Guar 
dians " find place on the footing of resemblance to 
functions then operative in the country.

The Eliza Jackson Home, built upon the foundation 
provided by a gift of a sister Mrs. Braham, Mrs. Braham

1 Jewish Chronicle, 3rd December 1875. Xo mention is made as to its 
foundation in the Records, but its writer must have felt himself under the 
ban of Jiis own self-denying ordinance as he was one of the founders, having 
seconded the proposition in favour of its establishment.
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purchasing the site and endowing the Home, was opened 
2ist May 1887.* The house affords a home for six Jewish 
spinsters, or widows without children, together with 
weekly allowances. Mrs. Braham was the wife of James 
Braham, whose bequest to the Liverpool Old Hebrew 
Congregation forms a partial endowment for two of the 
ministrants of its Synagogue.

A Society included in the Jewish Directory of 1874 
published in London, called the " Society for Visiting 
and Aiding the Sick," of which no date of foundation is 
given, seemed to have dropped out of existence shortly 
alter its establishment. The idea of a Jewish Visitation 
Committee as now established was formulated in 1883 at 
a meeting held in Manchester to consider the advisability 
of forming a Conjoint Committee of Representatives of 
Liverpool and Manchester Jewry for the purpose of 
visiting the Jewish inmates of hospitals, asylums, and 
prisons. The Jewish Chronicle of nth January 1884 
reports as follows of the opening meeting held on 
6th January, at the Manchester Hebrew Board of 
Guardians : 

" Mr. Alfred L. Benus, who had mooted the- question, of estab 
lishing the Committee, occupied the chair. It was resolved that 
Mr. Donas be elected President for the first year." 2

In 1903 the Committee was reconstituted on the basis 
of separate Committees for each city. The Liverpool 
Committee is now styled " The Liverpool and District 
Jewish Visiting Committee." The distribution of effort 
between each city rendered the division of organization

1 See the Jewish Chronicle, 2ist May 1887.
2 The late Mr. Alfred Benas was a younger brother of the writer of the 

Records; died 22nd March 1901. See Jewish Chronicle, 2'jth March 1901; 
Jewish World, same date. He contributed an historical article to the Liverpool 
Mercury, 2oth March 1886, entitled "An interesting Corner of Liverpool," 
being a collection of local and personal memoranda concerning the premises 
of his father's firm, L. Benas & Son (of which he was 3. partner), the Exchange 
Bank, at the corner of Lord Street and Xorth Crescent.
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desirable in the opinion of both communities. A Jewish 
Children's Clothing Society was founded in the year 1884. 

The whole of the philanthropic organizations hitherto 
mentioned were essentially Anglo-Jewish in origin as well 
as in method of administration that is to say, their 
founders were members of the Old and New Hebrew 
Congregations, and while carrying out the traditional 
Jewish duty of charity, envisaged their activities closely 
on the lines of similar activities among the Gentile 
communities, although it must be admitted that some of 
these Jewish philanthropic organizations were pioneers 
in several ways as regards the treatment of the problem of 
resident and casual indigency. The new chapter in 
Jewish Communal Life in the city, which began in the 
'eighties with the foundation of the Fountains Road 
Synagogue and the growth of the Chevrahs (Bethels), 
records in its early pages the establishment of a parallel 
set of institutions. The objectives were ultimately the 
same, but the manning of them was as different as the 
method of administration was distinctive. Their pro 
moters and officers were in the main, although not entirely, 
associated with the newer Congregational groups, and they 
drew the inspiration for their efforts less from environing 
associations, Jewish and Gentile, than from the traditional 
forms of philanthropic and communal institutions preva 
lent on the Continent. In the events which have happened, 
their establishment has not only supplied a parallel set 
of organizations, but also filled some undoubted gaps 
in the communal machinery. In 1889 the movement 
was initiated for establishing the " Society for Tempor 
arily Sheltering Poor Strangers of the Jewish Faith." 
That is its full title, but it is popularly called the " Jewish 
Temporary Shelter." The first meeting was held at the 
premises of the Moor Place Minyun, one of the early 
established Chevrahs. In 1890 a room for the purposes 
of the Shelter was tenanted in Moon Street. The premises
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were purchased at a later period, and subsequently the 
Shelter was removed to its present address in (ireat 
Orford Street which, by means of a co-operative redemp 
tion scheme directed with great ability, is now vested in 
the Society free from encumbrances. The Shelter's 
main object has been to provide the wayfarer with food 
and lodging for the number of days necessary for the 
investigation of the case by one of the other philanthropic 
organizations meeting periodically for the purpose. 
Prior to restrictive legislation it can well be realized that 
the Shelter was kept busy in tackling the problem of the 
immediate care of migrants, thus performing a valuable 
civic work as well as service to the Jewish Community. 
More recently, with the lesser calls upon it in respect of 
migrants, it has extended its sphere of activity as an Old 
Age Home.

It is obvious that the growth of the newer Congrega 
tion involved the necessity of provision for burial, and 
although temporary ad hoc arrangements had hitherto 
been made with the two older Congregations controlling 
their respective burial grounds, it was realized that the 
time had come for more definite action.

In the early 'nineties a movement was initiated to 
form a Societv which was ultimately styled the Liverpool 
Hebrew New Burial Society, with the Hebrew title of 
Chevrah Kadisha (literally " Holy Brotherhood "), whose 
objects were to render the necessary traditional ministra 
tions and burial for those who were enrolled in their 
lifetime as members. The Society was extra-congre 
gational, and this fact enabled it to become the burial 
organization for all those who were not attached to the 
two older Congregations, with their own cemeteries. 
The Society acquired 1 grounds for a cemetery at Rice 
Lane on the Walton-Aintree Road, and the cemetery 
was consecrated in the year 1896. The personnel of the

1 11 tli Decemlxr 1895.
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management of this organization is drawn in the main 
from the same spheres mentioned in connection with the 
Temporary Shelter, and this observation applies in general 
to all the later societies formed to carry out work parallel 
to the hitherto existing organizations. A Committee 
was formed in the year 1896 to secure the better provision 
of facilities for ablutions in accordance with traditional 
ordinances and Jewish ritual. This Ritual Baths Com 
mittee, which has premises of its own in Great Newton 
Street, is composed of representatives elected by the 
various constituent bodies, the majority of the congre 
gations being represented.

The same stream of activity which fertilized the move 
ment leading to the establishment of the Temporary 
Shelter, produced a crop of other helpful organizations 
with philanthropic objects. The beginnings of some of 
these must be sought in informal groups of benevolent- 
minded persons, and their emergence into definite entities 
became so gradual, that it is sometimes difficult to assign 
a given date as being that of its original foundation. 
A Society called the Hebrew Friendly Society, but in 
popular parlance known by its Hebrew name as the (jemi- 
liith Chasodim Society, 1 makes its first appearance in 
the Jewish Year Book 2 in the year 1902, winch records its 
income for the year 1901. Its aim in general has been to 
assist those in need by way of encouraging self-help in 
the form of loans, free of interest, to tide over periods of 
distress, and it also arranges for the visiting of the sick.

Another Society called the Somech Noflim, a society 
literally " supporting the falling," 3 and similarly to the 
last-named society, deriving its title from the liturgy,

1 Literally " The Bestowal of Kindness," a phrase taken from the liturgy.
* An Anglo-Jewish publication of the greatest value for the purposes of 

records and statistics, and in many cases the only available source of much 
information. First appearance in the Jewish Year Book is not, of course, 
conclusive evidence as to the earliest date of an organization functioning.

a The word " tailing " IKTU has a material rather than moral significance.
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is a Jewish philanthropic organization of a general char 
acter. It was founded in iqo8. The Twentieth Annual 
Report for 1928 shows a wide field of activity. Another 
Society, which bears the English title of " The Hebrew 
Bread and Flour Distributing Society," is termed in 
Hebrew the " Lechem Anivhn." literally " bread for the 
needy," a phrase from the liturgy. The name of the 
Society is self-explanatory. Its first appearance in the 
Jewish Year Hook is in the year 10,20. The Hebrew 
Charities Funeral Board was established in the year 1908, 
and is an inter-congregational organization which super 
vises the ceremonies, and interments tor those who are 
in need of its ministrations. The interments take place 
in the respective burial grounds of the Old and Hope 
Place Hebrew Congregations, and at the Rice Lane 
cemetery, previously mentioned, of the New Hebrew 
Burial Society and Chevrah Kadislui. It should be 
noted that in the year 1927 negotiations were initiated 
by a new organization, termed "The Liverpool Hebrew 
Federated Burial Society," which resulted in the alloca 
tion of a plot of land in the municipal cemetery at West 
Derby for the purpose of Jewish burials, and this was 
consecrated in the latter year.

The Great War called forth a number ol organizations 
of a temporary character to deal with the emergencies of 
the period, and these organizations for the most part 
found it possible to terminate their activities with the 
gradual restoration of normal conditions. Large sums 
of money were raised both for the families of Jewish 
sailors and soldiers of the allied forces who stood in need, 
together with sums of money for the allied victims of the 
War, beyond the British Isles. Special mention should 
be made of the Transmigrants' Aid Committee, which 
became more closely associated with the Jewish Board 
of Guardians, and was founded during the War to deal 
with the problem of Transmigrants passing through
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Liverpool en route for distant lands. This Committee 
is in the direct line of succession of the Old Kusso-Je\vish 
Committee, established in the early 'eighties, and men 
tioned in the Records, a similar Committee having been 
in action in the early 'nineties, and again later at the 
beginning of the century to deal with the recurrent prob 
lems caused by conditions in Eastern Europe. A Jewish 
Women's Personal Service Guild was formed in 1926. 
A Jewish Children's Country Holiday Fund has been in 
existence lor several years, and in 1927 Tanlan Hall, 
near Prestatyn, North Wales, was opened as a Holiday 
Home.

It will be fully realized that the proper provision for 
the control of the supply of meat, in accordance with the 
Jewish traditional method, so that it should be properly 
authenticated as Kasher, that is to say, fit for Jewish 
consumption in accordance with the injunctions of 
orthodoxy, is a matter of vital concern to the Jewish 
Community, and more particularly in such an important 
centre of the meat trade as Mersey-side, which is a source 
of supply not only locally, but for London and elsewhere. 
In 1897, upon the result of the experience of the late Chief 
Rabbi, Dr. Hermann Adler, as to the desirability of some 
co-ordination as regards the supervision in this respect, 
a Shechita Board was formed, 1 and thus there arose 
one of the most important organizations of its kind 
in this country. By reason of its constitution and 
resources, the organization is not exceeded in the magni 
tude of its position by any other Jewish entity on 
Mersey-side. As a quasi-public institution of wide ramifi 
cations, it has not been immune from the difficulties to 
which such entities are exposed and in 1904 it figured as a 
co-defendant in a libel action at the Liverpool Assizes. 
The libel was in respect of one of its officers having 
declared the meat of a dealer as Trcfa, which is a

1 The word Shechita bi'in.n the Hebrew for sl.uighter.
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negative of Kiisher. The action was taken against tin: 
Chief Rabbi, but in the result the verdict was against 
the Liverpool Board alone. 1 The Board again figured 
in an action of a similar character, much more recently, 
at the Liverpool Assizes, but as the case was happily 
settled, there is no need to make further mention thereof. 
It has been thought necessary to refer to these cases 
because the evidence which came before the Court 
brought to the notice of the general public the great work 
that is carried out by the Board, not merely directly from 
the point of view of Jewish observance, but indirectly 
in the control of a pure meat supply. Nothing perhaps 
is more characteristic of the spirit of England in dealing 
with matters which must have been unfamiliar to those 
not of the Jewish people than the line regard which the 
Judges of Assize Mr. Justice Bigham as he then was 
(Lord Mersey as he now is), and Mr. Justice Acton, the 
Judge of the later trial evinced in respect of Jewish 
susceptibilities. The establishment of such a Board 
rendered imperative the institution of local rabbinical 
authority. Questions relating to the niceties of Jewish 
Law in relation to these matters, necessitate the deci 
sion of rabbinical authority for valid pronouncements, 
and as in so many cases time is of the essence in dealing 
with these matters, the authority should be locally 
available. The demand for local rabbinical authority, 
while precipitated by the establishment of the Sliechita 
Board, was by no means exclusively associated therewith. 
As the late Chief Rabbi, Dr. Hermann Adler, wrote in a 
paper entitled " The Sons of the Prophets," " Congrega 
tions are springing up " which required the supervision 
and guidance of a local rabbinical authority. The local 
communities have increasingly counted among its mem 
bers those who " have been accustomed to consult their

1 The case is reported in the Jewish Chruniclc of jrd .March 1904, and in 
the Liverpool Press during that week.
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Rabbi on every detail of their daily life, and to submit 
to them the questions of things forbidden or permitted." 
Events thus tended to the urgent necessity of the appoint 
ment of one who would be chosen for that position. In 
1905 the steps were taken to fill this office, and the 
appointment was made by way of election. The choice 
fell upon the late Rabbi Samuel Jacob Rabinowitz, a 
renowned Talmudical scholar from Russia, who held high 
rabbinical office in that country. The late Rabbi was a 
man of saintly disposition. He was the prototype of the 
Rabbi who figures in the Utopian novel of the late Dr. 
Herzl (the founder of the Zionist Organization), entitled 
Altnenland. In celebration of anniversaries associated 
with his rabbinical career, a movement was initiated in 
the local community which resulted 1 in the publication of 
a jubilee volume of his essays and addresses in Hebrew 
entitled " The Cycle of Seasons." The Rabbi died I3th 
June 1921, and his passing away evoked a manifestation 
of Jewish public mourning without parallel in the history 
of the local Jewish Community. 2 A great concourse, 
escorted by a detachment of the Mounted Police, followed 
the procession to the Rabbi's last resting-place at Rice 
Lane. A feature deeply appreciated by the local com 
munity was the reverent sympathy that was manifested 
by fellow-citizens who belonged to other communities. 3 
In memory of the late Rabbi a further selection of his 
essays and addresses was published as a Memorial 
Volume. It must be remembered that the typical 
Jewish Literature is that written in the Hebrew language, 
which is the lingua franca of the highest Jewish learning, 
and thus it is that literature which is written in Hebrew

1 j6th December 1917. See Liverpool Post and Mercury, 28th December 
1917; Liverpool Courier, same date; Jewish Chronicle, 4th January 1918.

'- See Liverpool Post and Mercury, i-jth June KUI ; i6th June 1921 ; and 
Liverpool Courier same dates.

3 See Jewish Chronicle, I7th June and 24th June 1921. .Memorial at Rice 
Lane, consecrated ijth September 1922. See Jewish Chronicle, 22iid Sep 
tember 1922.
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qualifies for inclusion in the library of universal Jewish 
literature. The works of the late Rabbi represent some 
of the very finest types of the learning which is charac 
teristically Jewish, and they are regarded as the most out 
standing contributions of such literature associated with 
Liverpool Jewry, an association which has given Liverpool 
a distinguished place in the literary map of world Jewry. 

The literary Jubilee presentation was made the occa 
sion of a celebration meeting held at the Jewish Outre, 
6 Princes Road (an institution to which reference will be 
made hereafter), on the 26th December 1917, and the 
contributors to the presentation fund included leading 
members of the community in London and Manchester, 
as well as representatives of the various spheres of activity 
in the Liverpool area. 1 After his decease steps were 
taken to revise the institutional machinery in respect of 
local rabbinical authority, and there was established a 
Liverpool and District Rabbi Sustentation Fund Trust, to 
which nine of the Merseyside Congregations are parties 
as well as the Liverpool Shechita Board. The Trust 
is administered by a Board of Trustees composed of a 
Trustee for each of the contributing Congregations, and 
live Trustees as representing the Liverpool Shechita 
Board. 2 The Liverpool and District Rav (the latter 
being a Hebrew equivalent for the word Rabbi) now 
holds office under this Trust. The Rav is de jure Rabbi 
in relation to all those entities that are parties to the 
Trust, but is de facto Rav in respect of all other persons 
and associational entities choosing to avail themselves 
of local Rabbinical facilities. The Local Rabbinical 
Authority has, since the time of the appointment of the 
late Rabbi Rabinowitz, worked in close association with 
the central British Rabbinical Authority, namely, the

1 See the Jewish Chronicle, 4th January 1918.
2 For details of the Sustentatiou Fund, sec the Jewish Year llouk, 1928, 

sub tit. Liverpool.
N
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Chief Rabbi of the British Empire and his Court, The 
London Beth Din. 1

Just as a new era of communal activity expressed itself 
in congregational and philanthropic institutions, so it 
expressed itself educationally. In the early 'nineties a 
movement was initiated for the institution of a Talmud 
Torah, that is to say, a continuation school for the inten 
sive study of the Hebrew language, the Pentateuch, the 
Hebrew Scriptures generally, some of the Commentaries, 
and an introduction to the study of the Talmud, together 
with the principles underlying the Jewish spiritual 
system.

The Thirty-fourth Annual Report was issued in 1928, 
which relates back to the first year of organized existence, 
180,4. Originating in premises in Stafford Street, it 
was removed some years later to Great Newton Street, 
and subsequently it removed to premises which it 
acquired in Great Orford Street. It has outgrown the 
capacity of its present premises, and endeavours are being 
made to obtain more capacious accommodation. The 
organization has appealed successfully to the hearts of 
the masses of the Jews of this city. It is the normal 
type of Jewish continuation school found throughout the 
world, although, characteristic of Liverpool, it has 
developed features of its own. A special feature has been 
adequate preparation lor higher Jewish education, and 
more recently the system of teaching Hebrew as a living 
language and giving Hebrew education in Hebrew has

1 linglish readers may be reminded that the word ISclh Din, or more strictly 
the term nbbcthdin occurs in Dryden's poem, " Absalom and Achitophel," 
line 988. The phrase runs " In Israel's Court ne'er sat an abbcthdin with 
more discerning eyes or hands more clean. 1 ' The term " abbethdin " refers 
to the chairman of the Rabbinical Bench.

Scottish readers will be familiar with the term Rabbi, but the indiscrimi 
nate use of the term as the synonym of a Jewish ecclesiastical ministrant is 
quite anomalous. Many who do not minister ecclesiastically are possessed 
of the Rabbinical qualifications, and many who minister ecclesiastically are 
not so possessed. Of coxirse it is impossible to exercise full Rabbinical juris 
diction unless fully qualified.
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developed apace. Another sphere ol Jewish activity in 
the educational direction is to l>e found in the in>titution 
of the Tahnudical College, known in Hebrew as the 
Ycshivcih. Its full title is the Yeshivat Torat Chayim, 
literally " The College of the Law of Life." The college 
had its beginnings in a set of classes for the furtherance 
of the higher knowledge of Judaism held on the premises 
of the Shaw Street Synagogue. 1 On ()th December 1917 
the first seat of the college as an independent organiza 
tion was opened and the college remained there situate 
until 1927, when it removed to more capacious quarters 
in Chatham Street. The college supplies a higher educa 
tion in Jewish learning, more particularly in Tahnudical 
learning, and enables a student to acquire the knowledge 
essential for qualification as a rabbi, h also provides the 
training necessary for the theoretical knowledge requisite 
in respect of the Jewish Law relating to food, and since 
the restrictive legislation of recent years, making it more 
difficult to obtain the services of persons from abroad 
qualified to act in matters calling for knowledge in 
rabbinical matters ranging from the most comprehensive 
forms of rabbinical ministrations to those more particu 
larly associated with the regulations regarding food, the 
practical value of such a college for the services of the 
community is obvious, apart from the fact that it serves 
an ideal purpose in giving opportunity for some acquaint 
ance, for those who desire it, with the old Jewish culture, 
without any intention of taking up a rabbinical or any 
other career of ministration to the community. As a 
matter of fact, its foundation was due to the enthusiasm 
of learned rabbinical scholars, who, quite in accordance 
with the highest Jewish traditions, followed in life business 
careers. It is an old Jewish ideal for the man of affairs

1 The first record of the college is to be found in the Jewish Year Book for 
1915, indicating that it was in operation in 1914, but the first Annual Report 
was issued on the occasion of the second Annual Meeting, held in May 1917, 
the first year of its systematic organization 1916-17.
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to cultivate scholarship, and the college itself affords 
facilities for those interested in carrying on the tradition. 
The work of the college draws much of its support from 
those who in the newer Synagogues still carry on the old 
tradition of using the Synagogue classrooms as adult 
education centres for Jewish learning.

The movement towards a settlement of members of the 
Jewish Community in the Sefton Park District led to the 
institution of Hebrew and religion classes in that area, 
the beginnings of which, under the title of " The Sefton 
Park Hebrew and Religion Classes," took place in 
November 1926, at the premises of the Sefton Park 
Council Schools. These classes were held after the 
ordinary day-school hours. The success which attended 
them suggested the provision of a special building for 
the purpose, and this was forthcoming in due course. 
On 5th February 1928 the " Hyman and Freda Graft 
Institute " in Smithdown Road was opened, the names 
representing the donors of funds contributed for the 
purpose. The building serves not only lor the purposes 
of the Sefton Park Hebrew and Religion Classes, but also 
as a local Jewish place of worship. It may be regarded 
as an outpost of further Jewish communal development 
in the Sefton Park district.

The history of Jewish literary activity in Liverpool 
is recorded up to the date of its writing in The Evolution 
of Lite ran1 Efforts in Liverpool Jewry, by my late Father. 
This formed the Presidential Address to the Liverpool 
Jewish Literary Society at its first meeting on its consti 
tution in its present form on 25th November IQOO. 
The first words of the Address aptly describe the position : 
" We are inaugurating a session of the Jewish Literary 
Society, but we are not inaugurating a new movement." 
The writer strove to show the existence of a Jewish literary 
tradition in Liverpool, notwithstanding considerable gaps 
represented by inactivity. It will be generally admitted
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that under his leadership a new era was inaugurated which 
attained a degree of illustrious achievement to which the 
disclosed records of Liverpool Jewry supply no parallel. 
Constituted not on a congregational, but on a communal 
basis, its membership was comprehensive, and the Society 
formed a united platform for those of the community who 
desired to co-operate in things of the mind relating 
mainly to Judaism and Hebraism expressed in the 
vernacular. It secured the services of most eminent 
lecturers, Jewish and non-Jewish, and the reports of its 
meetings in the local as well as the Jewish Press showed 
that the Citv had gained or regained a cultural force 
which was articulate not merely on behalf of the Jewish 
community, but of the community as a whole. A 
frequent feature was the participation of civic, and 
academic personalities, and it won from the late Lord 
Russell of Liverpool the tribute of being " a choice and 
cultured circle." ' At that period (iqo8) the Society 
met in the Annexe to the Princes Road Synagogue. 
Later the Society removed from those quarters, and at 
one of the sessions in which tin- meetings were held at the 
Royal Institution, Lord Russell again inaugurated a 
session of its activities (Session 1914-15). On publication 
in pamphlet form the lecture was entitled " Ideals under 
Trial," but on delivery it was headed " Your Ideals  
and Mine." It commenced with a word of remembrance 
of its then late President, my Father, who passed away on 
3rd February 1914. A leading article in the Liverpool 
Post and Mercury is added in the appendix hereto, which 
forms the most eloquent tribute to the first historian of the 
records of Liverpool Jewry. The article is manifestly by

1 The phrase occurs in the preliminary note to his Address on "The Right 
Use of Sacred Literature " which figures as the first of a series of writings of 
the late Lord Russell collected under the title Arrested Fugitives (published 
byNisbct, 1912), a fanciful phrase expressive of his hope that he would thereby 
" arrest " these Fugitive writings before they passed away. The essay itself 
was first delivered as a lecture inaugurating the Session 1908-9 (25th October 
1908). It first appeared in print in pamphlet form.
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intrinsic evidence the work of Lord Russell, incorpor 
ating as it does a whole passage from " The Right Use 
of Sacred Literature," identifying thereby both my 
Father as the subject and the late Lord Russell as the 
writer. Once again Lord Russell addressed the Society, 
and that was on the occasion of the inauguration of the 
literary activities of " The Jewish Centre for the Main 
tenance of Literary Efforts," 6 Prince's Road, on zgth 
October 1916. The Address of Lord Russell (entitled 
" Jewish Ideals in Practice ") is printed in the " Souvenir 
of the Dedication of the Jewish Centre." 1 The Centre be 
came the home of the Liverpool Jewish Literary Society. 
The premises include a Lecture Hall - with rooms 
adapted for the Library and a large Committee Room, 
the former being also adaptable for meetings. The 
property was acquired by the Benas family and provision 
has been made by them for its maintenance and upkeep. 
A tablet in the entrance hall bears an inscription which 
states that " in fulfilment of a wish cherished by the late 
Mr. B. L. Benas, J.P., the House was founded by his son 
[the present writer], his sister [the late Miss Helena 
Benas 3], and his brother [the late Mr. Phineas Arthur 
Benas 4], to afford means for the establishment of a 
Jewish Centre for the maintenance of literary efforts." 
The dedication took place on I7th July, 1916 and the 
consecration ceremony was performed by the late Rabbi

1 The Souvenir includes a letter in Hebrew with English paraphrase, written 
for the occasion by " Achad Ha'am " (the later Asher Ginzberg, the eminent 
Jewish philosopher of Hebraism). The letter, in the original Hebrew, is now 
included in the six-volume edition of his collected Hebrew Correspondence, 
vol. 5, p. 279. The letter is addressed to the present writer and to the Rev. I. 
Raffalovieh, then Minister of the Hope Place Congregation, now of Brazil, 
who was actively associated with the Liverpool Jewish Literary Society at 
the time and participated in the consecration of the Jewish Centre.

2 Named " The Baron Louis Benas Lecture Hall."
3 See Liverpool 1'ost anil Mercury, loth March 1925. Jewish Chronicle, 24th 

April 1925. Memoirs.
4 See Liverpool Post and Mercury, 2<jth March 1927. Jewish Chronicle, ist 

April 1927. Memoirs.



Later Records of the Jews in Liverpool. 183

S. J. KabiiHMvitz. In addition to the Jewish Literary 
Society, the Centre affords accommodation for a number 
of other organizations for the purpose of their literary 
meetings and lectures and committee work. Further 
more occasional lectures, termed " Foundation Lectures," 
are delivered by visiting lecturers, and each year since its 
establishment a Commemorative Meeting is held at which 
a selection from one of the very numerous writings of my 
late Father forms the lecture for the occasion. Several 
important Jewish Conferences and provincial " Annual 
Meetings " have been held within its walls.

One of the most outstanding events in the history of 
the local Community is directly connected with the 
Jewish Literary Society. In 1909 the Union of Jewish 
Literary Societies decided to hold its Conference in Liver 
pool 1 and, the Jewish Chronicle, igth February 1909, 
observed, " a departure from the course generally adopted 
was made by the headquarters of the Union leaving all 
the arrangements of the Conference ... to the local 
Society." The departure proved most successful, and this 
was splendidly aided by the City. The Lord Mayor (then 
Mr., now His Honour Judge H. Chaloner Dowdall, K.C.) 
and the Lady Mayoress (the Hon. Mrs. Dowdall) held a 
reception at the Town Hall on Saturday evening, I3th Feb 
ruary, " to meet members of the Conference of Jewish 
Literary Societies and other learned Societies." It was a 
form of civic recognition without parallel in the history 
of local Jewry. It was a form of recognition which 
sounded the finest note of fellowship in civic life and 
recognition of both the identity and the co-operation of 
various groups in the life of the city in furtherance of the 
highest ideals. In the words of the Lord Mayor in a 
brief speech on th.it occasion, " Literature, Art and 
Music were the bonds of union between all races and

'Sec Liverpool Courier, ijth February IQO'J; and Liverpool Post and 
Mercury, same day.
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creeds." My late Father, as President of the Liverpool 
Society, during the course of the reception, made a 
presentation to the Lady Mayoress, which took the 
form of an album of Palestine Flowers bound in olive 
wood, which bore the Hebrew inscription " Jerusalem," 
enclosed in a silver casket with the inscription, " Her 
husband is known in the gates when he sitteth among the 
elders of the land. She openeth her mouth with wisdom 
and in her tongue is the law of kindness." The Union 
of Jewish Literary Societies were well rewarded in 1909 
for the very large share they undoubtedly had in giving 
momentum to the revival of the Jewish Literary Movement 
in Liverpool three years previously, on the constitution of 
the Liverpool Jewish Literary Society in its present form. 

The Jewish National Movement has in Liverpool a 
flourishing area of activity. Among the earliest centres 
of Zionism in this city was a " reading-room " established 
in 1896 (the year before the holding of the first World 
Zionist Congress), with premises in Great Orford Street. 
The Young Men's Zionist Society was established about 
the same time. At a later date the quarters were situate 
at 7 Moss Street, and in 1901 premises were tenanted in 
Islington. At this period women's work in Zionism was 
beginning to be actively manifest, and after a further 
period of endeavour the seat of Zionist energies was 
at 69 West Derby Street until 1908, when the present 
Zionist Hall at 58 Bedford Street was opened. Here the 
movement flourished greatly, and the Hall became the 
home of many Societies associated with the movement 
and communal work generally. Zionism revived the 
public meeting in Liverpool Jewry as a means of arousing 
interest in " extra-parochial " matters. The public 
meeting had been a feature of the Mid-Victorian period 
in the Liverpool Community, chiefly through the efforts 
of the Anglo-Jewish Association in connection with the 
problems arising out of the difficulties which beset the
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Jews in Eastern Europe. Great public demonstrations 
were held under Zionist auspices, and leading Gentile 
politicians and civic personages either presided at or 
participated in these gatherings. The great majority of 
Liverpool Jewry appears to be in active sympathy with 
Jewish Nationalism, and it is significant that in no sphere 
has fellowship with the Gentile Community been more 
evident. Liverpool anticipated by several years the 
Hiitish Imperial interest in Palestine as the land in which 
was to be established again the National Home of the 
Jewish people. In 1913 the late Sir John Gray Hill, 
who had not long before interested liimselt in local Jewish 
effort on behalf of Palestine, delivered the Inaugural 
Address of the Session to the Liverpool Jewish Literary 
Society entitled "Zionism, Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land." The Address was reprinted and widely circulated. 
Shortly afterwards Sir John paid his last visit to Pales 
tine, a few months prior to his passing away, and in the 
meantime settled the preliminary negotiations for the 
acquisition of the Gray Hill Estate on Mount Scopus, 
near Jerusalem, as the site for the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. The Great War suspended the comple 
tion, which, however, took place immediately thereafter. 
It may be said with accuracy that the beginnings of the 
negotiations as well as of the completion have been 
associated personally with Liverpool. The Zionist Move 
ment in Liverpool owes much for its prestige to the inten 
sive energies of the- late K'ev. S. Alfred Adler (son of the 
late Chief Rabbi), who ministered to the Hope Place 
Congregation from 1902 to 1905.

The Friendly Society Movement is strongly represented 
in Liverpool Jewry. The Liverpool Hebrew Tontine 
Society claims to be one of the pioneers of its kind, but 
it certainly has priority of place in point of time in Liver 
pool, being founded in 1882. The various Jewish 
" Orders " of Eriendly Societies (analogous to the several
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non-Jewish " Orders " of Friendly Societies) arc repre 
sented by one or more Lodges, and in some cases have 
Halls or Institutes of their own which form Jewish head 
quarters for various Jewish organizations. The Jewish 
Friendly Society Movement has received civic recognition 
by way of a reception to the delegates to a Conference of 
the Order Achei B'rit}t, l hcld at the Town Hall in Decem 
ber, 1913, by the then Lord Mayor (Mr. Herbert R. Rath- 
bone) and the Lady Mayoress (Mrs. Rathbone). This 
much-appreciated recognition testified to the great civic 
educational value of these organisations, which afford an 
institutional training under Jewish auspices in the ways of 
British citizenship. The Jewish Friendly Society in this 
respect has been of immense value to those qualifying for 
naturalization, and thereby also to the city and country. 
Among " Institutes " associated with the Friendly Society 
Movement are the Club Premises at 28 Bedford Street, 
the Hall and Rooms at 132 Chatham Street, and the 
" Shield of David " Institute at 26 Prince's Road, the 
latter opened 6th December 1925, the former two premises 
being of older date. All these premises are utilized by 
several Societies for meetings in connection with manifold 
Jewish activities.

The Boys' and Girls' Club Movement has been repre 
sented in Liverpool for a number of years. The Boys' 
Club (styled the Liverpool Jewish Lads' Club) was 
founded in 1904, at first at 30 West Derby Street. Later 
the Club moved to Maryland Street, and subsequently 
it settled at " Harold House," in Upper Parliament 
Street, the premises having been acquired for the purpose 
by and named after the eldest son of the late Alderman 
Louis S. Cohen, J.P. 2 The Club has up to the present

1 ISivtlm'il of tlir Covenant.
- For memoir of the late Alderman Cohen, see Liverpoool Post and Mercury, 

8th September 1922 ; Jewish Chronicle, ijth September 1922. For memoir 
of the late Mrs. L. S. Cohen, see Jewish Chronicle, 6th March 1914 ; Liverpool 
Courier, 28th February 1914.
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depended upon the Community for its upkeep and main 
tenance, and the same applies to the Jewish Girls' Club, 
an organization of older date, formerly called " The Hope 
Place Girls' Club." 1 The Club has had successively 
several homes since its establishment, but it is now settled 
in premises acquired for the purpose by the Trustees of (he 
late Mr. Isidore Silverberg at 4 Prince's Road, adjoining, 
but otherwise not connected with the Jewish Centre. 
It was opened by the then Lord Mayor (Sir F. C. Bowing) 
on 24th October 1926, and is called the Isidore Silverberg 
Memorial House. " Harold House " is also the home of 
the Liverpool Company of tin; Jewish Lads' Brigade, 
which was the first provincial Company of that body. 
Some of the Friendly Societies and the local Zionist 
Organization have flourishing junior entities which, in a 
different form to the Clubs previously mentioned, serve 
as Young People's Clubs. The Young Israel Society 
has a Liverpool branch, with a large membership. The 
local branch was formed in 1925. The Old Boys of the 
Hebrew Schools (Hope Place) have an Association of their 
own bearing that name founded in 1903, and the Old 
Girls of the same School have a similar Association 
formed at a later date. Both organizations are active 
in their own respective spheres.

The narrative of the Societies already mentioned is 
not to be regarded as constituting a complete list of all 
the existent, and still less of the many no longer existent, 
communal organizations of Mersey-side Jews, but it is 
believed that it will afford a general survey of (lie institu 
tional activity of the Community.

A unique incident took place in the city on 26th 
June 1919, the Jewish Community in general having 
observed the day as a day of mourning and fasting in

1 The " Hope Place " is not suggestive of association with the Hupe 1'lace 
Synagogue, but rather, though quite unofficially, with the schools in that 
locality.
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sympathy with the Jews in Poland who had been the 
victims of violent rioting. Jewish trade was at a 
standstill, and a meeting of prayer and protest was held 
at the Central Hall.

On 2ist September 1924, the Liverpool Old Hebrew- 
Congregation celebrated the Jubilee of the Consecration 
of its Synagogue in Prince's Road. 1 For an account of 
the history of the Synagogue and of the Congregation 
during the period celebrated by the Jubilee, reference can 
be made to the Jewish Chronicle, I2th September 1924, 
which contains " Some Jubilee Notes," by the present 
writer, with extracts from contemporary records. The 
Liverpool Post, and Mercury of i8th September 1924 
contains an outline of the history of the Synagogue and 
of the Congregation during the period, based mainly on the 
Jewisli Chronicle " Jubilee Notes " previously mentioned.

The " Jubilee Notes" record the unveiling of the War 
Memorial of the Congregation (i8th April 1920), which 
consists of a marble structure in the vestibule of the 
Synagogue and an inscription placed in the " annexe " 
containing the names of those who served in any unit of 
H.M. Forces in the Great War. 2

Liverpool Jewry has been fully represented in the 
public service. The old Select Vestry, the Boards of 
Guardians, the Town and City Council and the Town 
Councils of Birkenhead and Wallasey, and the Magisterial 
Bench have counted Jews among its members, and

1 The date of the consecration was the 3rd September 1874, but the appar 
ent discrepancy in date is accounted for by the fact that the Jubilee was 
commemorated in accordance witii the Jewish Calendar, the 3rd September 
1874 synchronizing with the 2ist Ellul 5634, and the ;ist September 1924 
synchronizing as near as conveniently possible with jjnd Ellul 5684. An 
account of the proceedings at the Jubilee will be found in the Jewish Chronicle 
of 26th September 1924.

2 It should be observed that those who desire to obtain a record of Mersey- 
side Jewry contribution to H.M. forces will find the fullest available in a 
volume entitled British-Jewry's Roll of Honour, as also in the Jaeish Chronicle 
during the periixl of the War. A Jewish Ex-Service Men's Association has 
been formed and participates in an Annual Service.



FIG. 19.

Till-'. I.IYI-'.Kl'ool. <>l.h III-.11KI-'.\V < ONGKHGA I ION. 

I'KINXKS KUAU SYNAGOGUE.





I.uter Records <>J the fen-s in Lirerfynnl. 180,

Liverpool and Birkenhead have had Jewish Chief 
Magistrates. Liverpool has also had two Jewish repre 
sentatives in Parliament. The Liverpool learned Socie 
ties have had several Jewish members, some of whom 
have contributed largely to their proceedings. The 
Literary and Philosophical Society of Liverpool lias had 
two Jewish Presidents, and the Liverpool Philoinathir 
Society likewise. The University of Liverpool has 
counted several Jews on its Academic Staff, as well as on 
its administrative bodies, and it includes an active 
University Jewish Students' Society. University Exten 
sion Lectures on Jewish History have been organi/ed 
and Jewish subjects have figured in its public lectures. 
The University was represented at the opening of the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and sent a special 
message of greeting. The requisition for a Town's 
Meeting to consider the proposals for the foundation of 
University College, the precursor of the University of 
Liverpool, contained three Jewish signatories : my late 
Father, the late Mr. C. S. Samuell l (a member of the 
Northern Circuit), and Mr. Edward S. Samuell (brother 
of the last named). 2 Jews have figured prominently and 
honourably in local professional life, in almost every 
sphere. In trade they have been represented (quite 
contrary to conditions in London) very sparsely on the 
Stock Exchange in point of numbers, and there have been 
a few prominent members connected with the Cotton 
Trade and fewer in connection with Shipping, but two of 
the last firms of Private Bankers were founded by and 
composed of Jewish partners. In retail trade they have 
been more prominently represented, and they may be 
said to have introduced to a greater extent than hitherto 
in Liverpool the manufacture of clothing and furniture.

1 See Memoir, Liverpool Post and Mercury, igth June ign.
2 See The First I'age of the History of University College, Liverpool, l>y one 

of its Honorary Secretaries. Liverpool, Marples, i8y2.
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These spheres of trade have had associated with them the 
rise of a number of dealers in clothing material and 
accessories for the trade, and the department of the 
timber trade particularly devoted to the requirements of 
the furnishing and shop-fitting industries, some forms of 
which have been developed by Jewish firms for the first 
time in the history of the trade in this country. Jews 
have been associated with all the political parties. The 
most numerous Jewish " vote " is in Exchange Division 
(in the old Abercomby Division). Posters in Hebrew 
letters in connection with elections first appeared in 
iqo6. While continuing the self-imposed obligation of 
taking charge of the philanthropic needs of their own 
Community, local Jewry has been fully represented in 
philanthropic endeavours connected with the city as a 
whole, both in benefaction and administration. During 
the last two years a movement has been initiated with the 
view to the establishment of a Jewish Hospital. The 
Jewish workers are represented in the local Trade Union 
Movements, and there are some Unions which, having 
regard to the nature of the trades, are predominantly 
Jewish in personnel.

Several important Jewish organizations, whose centre 
is in London, have local centres of activity. Chief of 
these in point of historical importance is the Anglo- 
Jewish Association, whose first efforts in England were 
inaugurated in Liverpool as a branch of the Alliance 
Israelite Universelle in 1867. The Liverpool branch cele 
brated its Jubilee at a meeting held at the Jewish Centre, 
6 Prince's Road, on 30th June 1918. l A record of the 
proceedings was subsequently issued, which contains a 
narrative of the origin of the movement. The Alliance 
and the Association interest themselves in educational 
work among the Jewries of the East and the Mediterranean 
and some other countries, and co-operate in the securing

1 See Jewish Chrunifli', 5th July xyiS.
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ami maintenance <>l the civic rights of Jews in countries 
abroad. The late Mr. Zangwill's settlement projects in 
connection with the Jewish Territorial Organization had 
an active local branch.

A branch of the Jewish Society for the Protection of 
Women and Girls has been in existence for some years. 
In May 1925 a local Lodge of the Sons of the Covenant 
(Independent Order of B'nai B'rith) was founded. Its 
objects are welfare work and educational effort. The 
most recent development of a localized branch of a London- 
centred organization is that of the Jewish Religious 
Union. The latter body is actively concerned with the 
promotion of " Liberal " Judaism, a form of Jewish 
spiritual system which is nonconformist to the " Ortho 
dox " Community and represents a further break-away 
than the Anglo-Jewish " Reform " Community, the latter 
an organization represented by three Congregations of 
Jews in this country who do not accept as binding the 
orthodox Jewish teaching.

The word " Liberal," it need hardly be said, has a 
theological and no political significance. A Liverpool 
Liberal Jewish Congregation was formed in November 
1928, and held its first service on Saturday afternoon, on 
ist December 1928, at the Royal Institution. 1

The movement has created a ferment in the local 
Community, but its appearance on a broad survey of 
local history should not be surprising. The new Congre 
gation has not created the elements, but the elements 
have created the Congregation. It is the pioneer 
" Liberal" Congregation outside London, and this is

1 The Gentile reader may have some difficulty in visualizing the points of 
distinction between a " Liberal," a " Reform," and an " Orthodox " Jewish 
Congregation. Reference should be made to The Jewish Religion, by the 
late Dr. M. Friedlander (Kcgari Paul) for the " Orthodox " position, to Mr. 
C. G. Montetiore's Liberal Judaism (Macmillan) for the " Liberal " position, 
and to the Rev. Morris Joseph's Judaism as Creed and Life (Routledge) for 
a treatment indicating the " Reform " position. Reference may also be made 
to the last chapter of The Legacy of Israel (Oxford 1'ress).



If)2 Lttlci' Rcconls of the /cuvs in Liverpool.

true to Liverpool's pioneer record of Jewish life. Two 
of the most prominent members of the " Reform " 
Synagogue ministry at one time held incumbencies under 
the Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation, and became 
powerful forces in the movement in the country. Liver 
pool Jews pioneered certain forms of organized philan 
thropic relief, inaugurated the first efforts in England of 
such co-operative endeavours as are represented by the 
Anglo-Jewish Association, instituted regular English 
sermons as an integral portion of the Synagogue service, 
established the first local Rabbinical organization, and 
piloted many other endeavours for the first time on the 
sea of Anglo-Jewish life. It is not in any way extra 
ordinary that the " Liberal " Jewish movement should 
thus follow suit. How far the movement will affect the 
future of Liverpool Jewry is difficult to forecast, and it is 
not the concern of the writer of these records in the 
writing thereof. But the observer of events will have to 
take the happenings into account, always bearing in 
mind that it is impossible to estimate the work of any 
movement in the Community purely on a quantitative 
basis, whether the quantities relate to the size of build 
ings, the numbers of adherents, or the resources available. 

All the records of Liverpool Jewish life testify to inten- 
siveness rather than e.xtensiveness. The reader will 
hardly be prepared to credit the fact that the Jewish 
population of Mersey-side has never attained ten 
thousand, according to the most reliable estimates 
available. A steady level of between seven and eight 
thousand has been maintained for several years, and with 
the restrictions of settlement in this country from abroad 
as the result of recent legislation, there is no prospect in 
the immediate future of any substantial change. A 
predominant and ever-welcome feature of local Jewish 
life lias been the excellence of the relations between Jews 
and Gentiles as a whole. That this goes back to early days
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is proved by an extract from Wesley's Journal, 141)1 April 
1775, in which John Weslcy writes as follows : 

" I went on to Liverpool, one of the neatest, best-built towns 
I have seen in England. I think it is full twice as large as Chester 
 most of the streets are quite straight. Two-thirds of the town, 
we were informed, have been added these forty years. If it 
continues to increase in the same proportion in forty years more, 
it will nearly equal Bristol. The people in general are the most 
mild and courteous I ever saw in a seaport town, as indeed 
appears by their friendly behaviour, not only to the Jews and 
Papists who live among them, but even to the ' Methodists ' 
so called."

It is good to have this testimony from so eminent 
a person as John Wesley, and it is good that the part 
played in this by the Gentile population should be set 
down. It takes the two elements to compose a friendship, 
and if a perhaps not unpardonable local communal 
pride has inspired the feeling that Jewry has done its 
best, it is right to remember that good intentions have not 
always been appreciated, and the potentialities of Jews 
in matters of citizenship have not always been met more 
than half-way in the good manner of the worthy burgesses 
and citizens of Liverpool. In times of trouble for the 
Jewish people abroad, the public platforms of Liverpool 
have been graced by civic and ecclesiastical dignitaries 
of all the various Gentile communities in fellowship with 
Jewish citizens claiming the rights of mankind for those 
who have been the victims of inhumanity. The cause of 
Jewish Philanthropy and the cause of the Resettlement of 
the Jewish National Home in Palestine have been helped 
time out of number by the generous and warm-hearted 
Gentile members of the musical and theatrical professions, 
and their efforts have met with the ready and unstinted sup 
port of the citizens. To adapt the Jewish Chronicle slogan 
in the Great War, " Merseyside has been all she could be 
to the Jews Jews will be all they can to Merseyside." 
lliat is what her history has shown that is what can
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fairly be predicted. Merseyside has thus been a winning 
light to the Jewries of the world   and long may that 
light shine.

APPENDIX.

'Hie writer of the Records, the first historian of the 
Records of Liverpool Jewry, wrote therein that he would 
refrain from critical reference to all persons still living, 
and that he had to adhere rigidly to this principle in 
writing the annals of a Community in the work of which 
he had himself taken some little part. It seems only 
right that the following leading article, penned, it is under 
stood, by the late Lord Russell of Liverpool, which 
appeared in the Liverpool Post untl Mercurv, 4th Feb 
ruary 1914, the day following the late writer's passing 
away, should be here set down, together with the Memoir 
which appeared in the same issue, ft will be seen, 
furthermore, that the latter forms itself a considerable 
contribution to local Jewish History, a contribution which 
the late writer could not make for the reasons above 
stated.

BARON BENAS.

An honoured Jewish citizen of Liverpool passed away 
from our midst yesterday. Mr. Baron L. Benas was a 
notable exemplar of all the highest qualities of his race. 
His life, lived in the proud but never arrogant conscious 
ness of distinguished descent, was one long story of 
kindly and business-like benevolence, systematic and 
tireless erudition, and a gift of peripatetic philosophy 
that was the delight and the envy of all who knew him. 
To the benevolent spirit of Mr. Benas his own people in 
this country and in far-off lands are under eternal obliga 
tion. Persecuted refugees have often had cause to bless 
his name. Of Jewish education all over the world he was
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the constant and enthusiastic benefactor. The range of 
Mr. Benas's learning was wonderful, but not more so 
than the facility with which lie made use of it for his own 
pleasure and for the benefit of his fellows in private con 
versation, public lectures, and out-of-the-way transla 
tions. He was a linguist of rare gifts, developed not only 
in the study, but by assiduous travel. Mr. Benas was a 
delightful companion, and one from whom there was 
always something to be learnt. He was a master of the 
sacred literature of his race, and was able at any moment 
to expatiate on it in a Christian vein to a kindred spirit. 
This was the frequent experience of his friends, and his 
aptitude and charm were never better illustrated than in a 
casual meeting once with a Church of England friend. 
This friend mentioned that on the previous Sunday he 
had been struck by the quite secular vein and seeming 
cause and scope of many of the Psalms, notwithstanding 
the exalted nobility of their expressions, their constant 
impressive use of Divine sanctions, their elevation of mere 
social indignation into a lyric sphere of the highest holi 
ness. Immediately Mr. Benas delivered, to the great 
enjoyment of his interlocutor, an extempore lecture on the 
Book of the Psalms, and made quite plain what must 
have puzzled many Christian readers of the Psalms. We 
had to remember, lie said, at how many different points 
of date the Psalms were composed ; in what different 
conditions of people and of rule. Then with ready facility 
and accuracy he classified the Psalms according to their 
subjects and chronology, mentioning by number those 
which dealt with supreme spiritual subjects, and so on. 
But this was only one phase of this remarkable man's 
many-phased character. He will be greatly missed by 
his friends, and always gratefully and admiringly remem 
bered.

Mr. Baron Louis Benas was born on the I2th of January, 1844, 
in Bury Street, St. Mary Axe, City of London, under the shadow
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of the Bevis Marks Synagogue. His father, Mr. Louis Benas, 1 had 
business interests and property both in Liverpool and London. 
The family was closely associated with the first Jewish settlement 
in Liverpool, an ancestor of Mr. Benas being one of the Sephardim, 
to whom the inauguration of Jewish communal existence in 
Liverpool was due. This ancestor sprang from those bands of 
Jewish voyagers who, having formerly flourished in the Peninsula, 
were forced by the pressure of Spanish and Portuguese persecu 
tion to seek new homes abroad, and, settling in the West Indies, 
cultivated trade with the English ports engaged in Transatlantic 
commerce. This was at least one of the factors which brought a 
knot of Sephardim 2 to Liverpool, and among them was the 
kinsman of Mr. Benas.

Mr. Bcnas's Hebrew education was planned by his father, and 
in classical studies, modern history, and philosophy Mr. Benas 
read with the Rev. Canon Hume. Thus while the teaching 
universities were in the days of Mr. Benas's youth not available 
for those who desired to graduate, Mr. Benas had the ad vantage 
of a training combining the soundest English scholarship without 
detachment from a Jewish environment. As far back as 1864 Mr. 
Benas joined the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, 
this being one of the earliest of his activities outside Jewish 
spheres. But no sphere in which Mr. Benas worked was to him 
without its Jewish interest. At the time of his death Mr. 
Benas was the oldest local member of the Lancashire and Ches 
hire Historic Society, and in addition to his historical work he 
served as a member of the council of the society for many years, 
under the presidency of the late Bishop of Chester. 3

In the proceedings of the Literary and Philosophical Society 
Mr. Benas figured with frequency. In the year 1890 he was 
elected president an office to which he was re-elected in the 
following session. He was the only member of the Jewish 
Community who was elected to the presidency of the Society. 
The volumes of the Society's proceedings contain a numerous

1 See Records, p. 79; Jt-u'ish Chronicli', 4th October 1907; and Jfii'ish 
World, same date.

2 See Appendix II.
1 It is appropriate here to record tin- fact that my late (ather initiated the 

project for the affixing of memorial tablets to historic sites in the city of 
Liverpool. This work was carried through by the Historic Society of Lan 
cashire and Cheshire, a sub-committee being appointed for the purpose, with 
which my father was activel> associated. See " leading article," Liverpool 
Courier, zoth January 1891): Report of Proceedings in Liverpool Post, 
iist January 1899.
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series of papers delivered by Mr. Benns at its meetings. Mr. 
Benas was the oldest Jewish member of the Athenreum, and was 
largely instrumental in the reconstruction of the Liverpool 
Jewish Literary Society.

The periods in which Mr. Benas was actively engaged in the 
proceedings of these societies synchronized with Jewish communal 
work of far-reaching importance. In 1867 he founded in Liver 
pool the first English branch of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, 
which gave the impetus and formed the basis for the foundation 
of the Anglo-Jewish Association in 1870. He was its president 
from the commencement, and his energies in this direction were 
significant as evincing even in those early days an enthusiasm 
and a belief in the Jewish world movements and a faith in the 
consciousness of universal Jewry.

In purely local communal affairs, his chief work at tins period 
was concerned with the building of the Prince's-road Synagogue, 
the new edifice of the Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation. The 
Russian persecutions of the early 'eighties brought Mr. Benas 
again into the thick of onerous communal labours, and he was 
appointed chairman of the Liverpool centre of the Russo-Jevvish 
Committee, an office which involved work of magnitude, having 
regard to the fact that Liverpool was the port of embarkation for 
the transmigrating refugees. Into this enterprise Mr. Benas 
threw himself with unflagging energy, and he infused into the 
work a sympathetic Jewish spirit. The work was of much 
-significance in Jewish history, for many of the prospering 
Jewish Communities in the Western Hemisphere owed their origin 
to the pioneer groups who migrated with the co-operation of 
the Liverpool Committee.

While at this time so full of Jewish work, Mr. Benas was also 
to the fore in his public activities of a general nature. He was 
a member of the executive of the Liverpool Exhibition in 1886, 
which was opened by Queen Victoria. He was appointed, in 
1885, a justice of the peace.

A practical Palestinian and a convinced believer in inter- 
communal co-operation, it is not surprising that the world 
movement of Zionism should have exercised for Mr. Benas a 
profound fascination and an irresistible attraction. He felt that 
there was a place in Jewry for the movement, and a place in the 
movement for those who recognized the old idea that Jewry were 
a people and the old idea that Palestine must be associated with 
the future as imperishably associated with the past, as a centre
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of Jewry. He was the " elder " of the Community the senior 
trustee of the Old Hebrew Congregation and the senior trustee of 
the Liverpool Hebrew Schools. He was connected with the 
Board of Management of the Hebrew Schools for nearly four 
decades, and was the senior member of the governing body. 
He was one of the founders of the Liverpool Jewish Board of 
Guardians.

Although Mr. Benas was an active man of business during the 
busiest periods of his communal and public work (he was at the 
same time a member of the Liverpool Stock Exchange, but 
retired from practical participation some years ago), his real 
interests in life were intellectual. Scholarship was his pursuit 
and his library his favourite resort. In politics he was a Conser 
vative with progressive tendencies, a follower of the Beaconsfield 
point of view, and although years ago he was a frequent speaker 
on public platforms for the Conservative party, his political 
outlook was always of the philosophic type. An original member 
of the Conservative Club, Liverpool, his political colleagues 
discovered his true bent, and they elected him, for many years 
in succession, chairman of the Library Committee. His library 
at home was particularly strong in Jewish literature, both in 
Hebrew, German, and English.

Mr. Benas was married, in 1879, to Miss Schloss, daughter of 
the late Mr. L. Schloss, of Manchester, and was a widower, with 
an only son, Mr. Bertram B. Benas, B.A., LL.B., who is a barrister- 
at-law, and a member of the Northern Circuit and of the Liver 
pool Chancery Bar.

II.

In 1892 a Sephardic Congregation (Jews of Mediter 
ranean origin) was established in a house in Great Newton 
Street. The majority of the Congregants were recently- 
settled Orientals, there being two notable exceptions, 
both local residents of long standing, Mr. A. Ventura 
and Mr. Solomon Amselm. Later the Congregation 
removed to 53, Bedford Street, when there was a con 
siderable increase in membership and this increase 
maintained its strength for a period of about ten years. 
Rabbi Fragi Nimi ministered to the Congregation until
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the year 1902, when lie left for Manchester. It was at 
this time that the Congregation removed to 109, Chatham 
Street. The Congregation kept in being until the out 
break of the Great War (1914). The dissolution of the 
Congregation then became inevitable since the majority 
of the members were Ottoman subjects and Liverpool 
being a prohibited area within the meaning of the War 
Regulations, these Ottoman subjects were compelled to 
leave. Most of the congregants settled in London or 
Manchester, and representations being made to the 
Government Authorities that these persons, although 
technically Ottoman subjects, were not really Turks but 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews by descent, speaking the 
Spanish dialect known to Jews as Ladino, which is akin 
to the old Castilian Spanish and therefore not to be 
regarded in the same category of alien enemies, facilities 
were given to them to travel about with a greater degree 
of freedom than would otherwise have been accorded to 
Ottoman subjects. The whole incident of the rise and 
disappearance of this little community is reminiscent of 
the evanescence of the first Jewish Congregation of 
Sephardim in Liverpool in the eighteenth century. Some 
members of the later Sephardic Congregation have been 
associated with the foundation of the recently opened 
Sephardic Synagogue in Holland Park, London.

III.

A footnote on page 100 of the lull form of the text of 
Dr. Thorn's Liverpool Churches and C.hapcls, as published 
separately, raises, and perhaps solves, a pu/zling problem 
of Local Jewish History. The footnote runs as follows : 

" A respected friend, Mr. John \Vhitby, informs me that sixty 
or seventy years ago, on the piece of ground in Bold Street, 
immediately opposite to Ncwington Bridge (now occupied by
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houses and shops) and bounded by the old Music Hall to the 
North West, as well as by Bold, Slater and Wood Street, was a 
small Jewish Burial ground."

Dr. Thorn's paper was read in 1852 and a period of 
sixty or seventy years ago from that date would be 1792 
or 1782 respectively. We date the Cumberland Street 
Synagogue and cemetery circa 1750, and by 1780 we know 
that there was established the Turton Court Congregation, 
who were unaware of the existence of the former com 
munity with its synagogue and cemetery. In 1789 
Frederick Street Synagogue is formed with a burial- 
ground adjacent.

The question suggests itself, what did the Turton Court 
Congregation do in respect of burials ? Ex-hypothesi, 
the Cumberland Street ground was unknown to them, 
and Frederick Street was not in existence until 1789. If 
Mr. Whitby's recollection as to seventy years prior to 
the date of Dr. Thorn's paper is correct, that would almost 
exactly cover the intervening years between Turton 
Court's establishment and the period of Frederick Street, 
i.e. 1782-89, and if one can take the date as seventy 
years from the time Dr. Thorn wrote the passage rather 
than the date of delivery of the written paper, it might 
well even bridge the two years and thus seventy years, 
ante-dated two years, would bring us exactly to 1780. 
No one within living memory has ever heard of this 
burial-ground, and it is quite possible that in the period 
covered, with a very small community, no interments 
ever took place there. That might easily explain its 
total oblivion so far as local Jewish History is concerned, 
an oblivion much more difficult otherwise to account for 
than in respect of Cumberland Street, since Turton Court 
was a direct predecessor of Frederick Street, which took 
over the Turton Court traditions. The oblivion as to 
Cumberland Street cemetery, so far as regards the Turton 
Court Congregation, is much more easily understood, since
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it is accepted that the Cumberland Street community 
gradually dissolved. How Turton Court considered the 
needs of interment seems to be answered by the statement 
of Mr. Whitby. The writer of the Records must have 
appreciated the difficulty, for he observes (p. 51) :

" This place [i.e. Frederick Street] was a considerable step in 
advance from a mere minyan room in Turton Court, for now the 
community were equipped with the necessary elements of a 
Jewish Congregation, namely a Synagogue, a cemetery, and ritual 
bath."

The Frederick Street Congregation never owned a Bold 
Street district burial-ground the Cumberland Street 
congregation had a burial-ground attached and the con 
gregation as a congregation dissolved, and thus we are 
left with an alleged Jewish burial-ground at a period 
when a congregation existent at that very time (Turton 
Court) had no burial-ground of its own, in other words a 
burial-ground without a " congregation " and a " con 
gregation " without a burial-ground. It is not the first 
time that a stray note has helped by synthesis to discover 
local Jewish History, and these observations are sub 
mitted as a possible solution to the difficulty raised by 
the existence of a congregation with hitherto unknown 
interment provision. The site, although varied in charac 
ter from Mr. Whitby's days, is easily identifiable.

IV.

The present writer has, as far as possible, refrained 
from mentioning any living persons, except in a very few 
cases where it was unavoidable in stating certain matters 
of fact. In taking this course he has been guided by 
his Father's precedent and for similar reasons. He must, 
however, make some exceptions in according thanks to 
Several who have assisted him in affording means for
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ascertaining information. In particular, acknowledg 
ment is due to Mr. A. Fagin, an Ex-President of the 
Fountains Road Synagogue, who placed at his disposal 
his personal knowledge of much detail concerning the 
growth of the newer institutional life of the Community. 
Other acknowledgments have been made in the text, and 
to these should be added, Mr. A. Ventura, Ex-President 
of the Nusach Ari Synagogue, Crown Street, Mr. S. 
Fagin, Chairman of the Ritual Baths Committee, Messrs. 
Syers, Dixon and Barrell, Solicitors, Liverpool, Mr. 
Arthur L. Thomas, the Manager of the Kirkdale Branch 
of the Midland Bank, Limited, Mr. George T. Shaw, 
M.A., the Chief Librarian (whose appreciation of the work 
of writing the History of Liverpool Jewry encouraged 
both the writer of the Records and the present writer), 
Mr. Frederick G. Blair, the Master and Librarian of the 
Athenaeum and the Athenaeum Staff, several of the 
officers of the various institutions mentioned, and Mr. 
L. J. Greenberg, Editor of the Jewish Chronicle and the 
Jewish World and Founder of the Jewish Year Book, all of 
which publications form a storehouse of information and a 
guide to further exploration. Finally, he must mention 
his late Uncle, Mr. P. A .Benas, a Founder and Director of 
the Jewish Centre from the time of its establishment, who 
methodically collected the reports of the various Com 
munal institutions; and, above all, his late Aunt, Miss 
Helena Benas, one of the Founders of the Jewish Centre, 
who was not only endowed with remarkable skill in 
bibliography, aiding both the writer of the Records and 
the present writer in collecting material for the writing 
of local Jewish History, but possessed a zeal and 
enthusiasm for the work which was an ever-constant 
source of inspiration to further effort.


