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THE HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN AT CHESTER.

By R. Stew art-Brown, M.A., F.S.A.

Read i8lh November, 1926.

THE Hospital of St. John the Baptist outside the 
Northgate of Chester was one of the few medieval 

institutions of the kind in England which survived the 
dissolution of the monastic and other houses, and is one 
of the still fewer which exist in the form of organised 
charities at the present time. Endowed and probably 
founded by a Norman earl of Chester, the patronage 
became royal, and the history of the hospital, which covers 
nearly seven hundred and fifty years, is curious and 
interesting. It is revealed by abundant records which 
bring to light such gross abuses and negligence in the 
management of the affairs of the hospital that it is indeed 
astonishing to find that, in spite of everything, the 
institution still lives to-day as one of the municipal 
charities of the city of Chester.

The accounts of the hospital in the local histories are 
meagre and inaccurate and can largely be supplemented.

THE FOUNDATION.
It is usually stated that the hospital was founded by the 

third Randle Blundeville, earl of Chester, but his charter 
of endowment seems to have escaped notice. The original 
is probably lost but we can give the text from an in- 
speximus of loth February, 1283, by Edward I, at 
Rhuddlan, recorded on the Patent Roll..1

Ranulphus dux Britannie et comes Cestrie et Richemund 
constabulariis, dapiferis, iusticiis, 2 vicecomitibus, baronibus,

1 Pat. Roll 102 (n Ed. I), m. 23.
2 Or i-usticiariis.   ' '
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balivis et ministris suis et omnibus hominibus suis Francis et 
Anglis tarn presentibus quam futuris, salutem. Notum sit vobis 
me dedisse et concessisse et hac present! carta confirmasse Deo et 
sancte Marie et omnibus sanctis domum hospitalem et locum 
totum in quo fundata est extra portam aquilonalem Cestrie ad 
susceptacionem pauperum, in pnram et perpetuam elemosinam, 
pro anitna patris mei et animabus omnium antecessorum meorum, 
ita libere et quiete ab omni servicio, ab omni molestia et omni 
exaccione seculari ut in ea nichil michi retineam preter oraciones 
et elemosinas puras. Inde est quod universitatem vestram scire 
volo quod prediotam domum hospitalem in mea propria manu et 
in mea protectione suscipio ut puram et liberam elemosinam meam. 
Et precipio ut nulli servituti sit subiecta preterquam solo hospital- 
itati et suscepcioni pauperum Christi. Oinnes eciam redditus 
eiusdem domus, omnes res et omnia iura et libertates et cetera 
omnia ei pro Christi nomine racionabiliter collata, rata et firma 
habeo et sigilli mei inunicione confirmo. Et firmiter precipio 
super forisfatturam meam ne quis sepedicte domui in aliquo 
detrahat aut aliquam ei molestiam inferat aut gravamen, set 
ei pro Dei amore et nostro in quantum poteritis promovere 
studeatis. Et precipio quod per Cestresiram fratres predict! 
hospitalis ad predicacionem et ad elemosinarum collectionem ad 
pauperum sustentacionem honorifice suscipiantur. Testibus: 
Rad' de Menilsar', 1 Rogero fratre comitis, 2 Rogero constabulario, 3 
Hugone de Bosco Ale, 4 Alano de Bosco Ale, 5 Henrico de Lungiap 6 
et Stephano fratre suo, Alexandro de Bertram, 7 Becs et multis 
aliis. Apud Cestriam.

1 Ralph de Mainwaring, perhaps already the earl's justiciar, though not so 
termed here. Charters witnessed by him are rare.

2 The brother of carl Handle III and son of Hugh II the preceding earl.
3 Roger de Lacy, constable of Chester from 1190.
1 and 5 This is the scribe's Latin for Boydell.
6 Henry de Longchamp, identified by Dr. Farrer with Henry de Rundchamp, 

Honors and Knights' Fees, iii, Index, but Dr. Tait points out that Gralam de 
Longchamp and Gralam de Rundchamp both occur in 1242-3 (Testa de 
Nevill, 32gb., 330} and he believes they were of distinct families; and the same 
may be true of Henry.

" Probably two witnesses combined in one by error in copying the original 
Charter into the inspeximus. Perhaps " Alexander de. ........." fcr
Alexander son rf Ralph, and " Bertram." Alexander son of Ralph, 
the tutor of earl Randle, and Bertram camerarius, both occur as witnesses to 
a charter of earl Randle to St. Werburgh's abbey dated 1199-1208, Tait, 
Chartulary of Chester Abbey, No. 18.

8 Bech dispensarius is a witness to the charter mentioned in n. 7.
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Though no year is given, the date when this charter was 
granted can be fixed as 1190-1199 for the following reasons. 
One of the witnesses was Roger (de Lacy) the constable 
(of Cheshire) who succeeded his father John in that office 
in 1190. Elsewhere1 we find that Bertram de Verdun was 
a donor to the hospital of part of the manor of Pensby, 
If we could be sure that he was the Verdon who was 
steward of Ireland and custos of Cheshire in 1184, the 
lower limit of date for the charter could be fixed as 1192 
when this Bertram died at Joppa. But there was another 
Bertram de Verdon who was alive in I2o82 and may have 
been the donor of the Pensby property, so it will be safer 
to date the charter 1190-1199, dates within the period 
(1189-1199) when the earl, in right of his first wife, 
described himself as Duke of Brittany and Earl of Rich 
mond as in this charter.

It will be observed that the earl gives the Hospital and 
site outside the Northgate on which it was founded, in 
alms, to God, St. Mary and All Saints, and that St. John 
the Baptist, with whom several later records associate the 
hospital, is not mentioned. The earl's object is stated to 
be the maintenance of the poor, no other services except 
prayers were retained by him, and the brethren going 
through Cheshire to preach and collect alms for the 
purposes of the Hospital were to be honourably received. 
From the form of the charter, that usual for a confirmation, 
it would appear that the hospital was already in existence, 
and it may have been of much earlier original founda 
tion. In support of that view, it may be pointed out that 
from 1181 to at least 1186 sums of 205. a year, increased to 
235. in 1184, are shown by the Pipe Roll to have been paid 
during the minority of earl Randle as alms to " the infirm " 
of Chester. 3 It is possible that "the infirm" were the lepers

1 Post p. 96.
z Tait, Chartulary of Chester Abbey, Xo. 598.
3 Pipe Roll Society's publications.
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of St. Giles1 Hospital at Bought on, as the term is elsewhere 
applied to such persons, but, coupled with the wording of 
the charter, it seems likely that the reference is to the 
inmates of a poor hospital already in existence. The 
endowment by the earl also included a sum of £4 us. 
payable out of his revenues, which may have represented 
the upkeep of three beds in the hospital which are men- 
tined in later years as having been maintained by the 
earl. 1

The name " hospital " has taken a slightly different 
meaning in modern times and its ancient use survives 
rather in the word " hospitality." Many of these in 
stitutions were at once guesthouses and infirmaries. 
They were founded in medieval days for divers purposes, 
such as the relief of wayfarers, pilgrims, invalids, destitute 
persons, lepers and so on. Those for the feeble and 
destitute constituted the majority and were the forerunners 
of our almshouses, workhouses and homes for the poor 
and incurable. According to the fourteenth century 
inquisitions the inmates of this Chester hospital were, or 
ought to have been, confined to persons of the city only, 
although, as was not uncommon, it was thought best that 
they should be housed outside the city walls. Beds for 
thirteen were kept ready in those days and this number 
occurs very frequently as the quota contemplated by 
similar foundations elsewhere, and is still the number 
provided for at Chester to-day.

At the head of the hospital was a warden (custos) or 
master (magister) who, in early days, is often called the 
prior. There were several chaplains and among other 
members of the staff at Chester, we have mention of the 
proctor (the financial agent), a gardener, a butler, the 
prior's groom and the women in attendance on the sick. 
The organisation of hospitals such as these was modelled 
on that of a small religious house. The warden or prior

1 Post p. 96.
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was the real head but the affairs of the hospital were 
nominally conducted by meetings in chapter. The 
brethren and sisters, so far as they were not themselves 
sick or infirm, attended these meetings both for discipline 
and for business, but it is unlikely that they could offer any 
effective opposition to the proposals of the warden. This 
Chester hospital was so small that only one or two working 
sisters to supervise the sick would be required and the 
remainder of the brethren and sisters were doubtless the 
sick and poor themselves. The brethren and sisters had 
to be duly nominated and elected, and as to become an 
inmate at least provided a home and the bare necessities 
of life, there would be a certain amount of competition 
and canvassing for admission.

It was usual for the patron to exercise an occasional 
right of nomination and an instance occurs at Chester in 
1399 when the king addresses an order to the warden for 
the admission of Alice Downhead whom he had nominated 
as one of the poor sisters of the hospital. 1

THE CHAPEL.
It seems that at first the hospital had only a church, but 

later records mention both a church and a chapel. The 
latter seems to have been built after 1241 by permission of 
Henry III who directed the justiciar of Chester to allow 
the brethren to do so. 2 The bishop would probably not 
have to be consulted in such a matter as, where the 
patronage was royal, he had only very slight powers over 
such hospitals. The record says the chapel was to be out 
side the " Foregate." This may be an error for " North- 
gate," but there are grounds for thinking that "the Fore- 
gate " was used sometimes for the Northgate. On the 
other hand the chapels of other hospitals were not always 
close to or part of the group of buildings, and this chapel

1 Ches. Rcc'g. Roll, 27 April, 1399.
2 Close Roll 7 Sept. 1241.



St. John's Hospital, Chester. yr

may have been intended to attract the alms of those 
entering the city at the East gate by way of Foregate 
Street. It would probably be free from parochial ob 
ligations and served by the hospital's own staff of chaplains. 

The foundation and growth of the hospital will have 
been watched with jealous eyes by the two great Chester 
parish churches of St. Werburgh and St. John, lest their 
rights and perquisites should be affected. There is on 
record an early (undated) agreement between the abbot 
of Chester and the brethren of the hospital that all the 
latter's servants wearing secular garb should pay tithes and 
offerings to the mother church of St. Werburgh. The 
gardener, butler, prior's groom and the women in atten 
dance at the hospital on the sick, were exempted unless, 
any of them also engaged in trade or business, when they 
were to pay tithes from their outside profits to the church. 
Strangers and wayfarers might receive the sacraments in 
the hospital church so long as this did not prejudice the 
rightful parishioners of the mother church to which 
everyone staying at the hospital, not as servants, in 
secular dress, must pay their tithes.1 Both St. Werburgh's 
and St. John's are parties to another arrangement, made 
between 1198 and 1208 with the hospital, that the brethren 
should have a graveyard and rights of burial, but only for 
the poor who died in the hospital and the brethren and 
sisters who had worn its habit while in good health and for 
at least eight days. On breach of this agreement and after 
three warnings the privilege of burial was to be forfeited. 
All the brethren were to undertake to this effect before 
assuming their garb. This, and somewhat similar agree 
ments2 with the nuns of Chester and the friars preachers of 
St. Nicholas, were designed to prevent evasion of the 
profitable burial rights of the great churches by the 
reception of persons on their deathbeds into the hospital

1 Chartulary of Chester Abbey, ii, 299.
2 Ibid, ii, 299-301.
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and the other houses mentioned, whereby fees and 
mortuary legacies were frequently secured.

GENERAL HISTORY.
During the first hundred years or so of the existence of 

the hospital, beyond a few gifts of lands, records are scanty. 
Protections, for ten years in 1252 and for two years in 
1266, were given by Henry III.1 In 1283 Edward I 
inspected and confirmed the earl's charter. 1 Shortly 
afterwards abuses began to be revealed, which continued 
in one form or another, for hundreds of years. The 
wardenship was in the Royal gift and was often given to 
non-resident persons who had little interest in doing more 
than just keeping the hospital going and apparently put 
any surplus income and profits into their own pockets, 
being locally represented by more or less unscrupulous 
deputies. In 1311, it was reported that William de la 
Bache, appointed warden only two years earlier, had so 
impoverished the house as to impair its hospitality and 
works of mercy. He was removed in favour of Thomas 
de Burton, but, according to an inquisition ad quod 
damnum held in 1311, 2 it had been proposed to place the 
hospital in charge of the priory of Birkenhead. This, 
however, was not done until a few years later. The 
inquisition reported on the hospital foundation and 
estates and found that there ought to have been three 
chaplains celebrating divine service daily, two in the 
church and one in the chapel, before the feeble and infirm, 
of whom as many as convenient and of the city of Chester, 
were to be received. Burton proved no better warden 
than his predecessor and on 28th February, 1315-16, 
Edward earl of Chester ordered the justiciar of Cheshire 
to hold another inquiry, in the presence of the warden, to 
decide whether anyone would be injured if the hospital

1 Pat. Rolls.
3 Chester Plea Roll, 4 Ed. II.
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and its lands were given to the priory of Birkenhead. 1 so 
that the priory should be reponsible for maintaining the 
hospitality there and all charges for the finding of chaplains, 
necessaries of life and the alms for the weak and infirm as 
in times past. Twelve jurors from the city and the same 
number from the county assembled at Chester on 19 
March and reported favourably on the proposal. They 
again detailed the history of the hospital and gave a list 
of its lands and revenues, with the same statement as to 
the chaplains as before, adding that a lamp should be kept 
lighted at mass and should also burn at night all the year 
round in the sick hospital. The number of infirm 
maintained was variable but thirteen beds were kept 
ready for persons drawn exclusively from the city of 
Chester.

The warclenship of the hospital was accordingly, on the 
3ist March, 1316, granted by the earl in honour of God, 
the Virgin and St. James, and at the request of the king, 
in augmentation of the divine service and maintenance for 
ever of the priory of St. James at Birkenhead, which was 
to carry on the hospital with the usual services and alms 
giving. 2 On 24th Sept. the king wrote to the earl that the 
prior of Birkenhead found that many of the lands and 
rents had been improperly alienated by former wardens 
and ordered an inquiry. An elaborate investigation and 
report followed on 3rd November, 3 the details of which 
have been used below in the account of the hospital 
estate, but the general result was to show that many 
properties had been granted away improvidently at fixed 
perpetual ground rents of small amounts. This fatal 
policy caused great loss to the hospital as money values

1 Ibid, 9 Ed. II, m. igd., etc.
2 Pat. Roll 9 Ed. II, pt. 2, m. n. Ed. II confirmed the grant on 18 June, 

1316 (Ibid.). For the priory history, see my Birkenhead Priory.
3 Chester Plea Roll 29, m. 28d. The jurors were Rob. de Bebington, Alan 

de Prenton, Hugh de Pensby, Wm. de Masc.y of Pnddington, Roger del Greves, 
Bernard de Tranmol, Ralph Starky, Hugh de Christleton, Rob. do Sutton, 
David de Calveley, Win. de Trafford and John del Hole.
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fell, and crippled it for ever. Apparently the prior made 
some efforts to recover portions of the lands but little 
could be done in that way. Birkenhead, probably for 
want of means, failed to maintain the hospital and in 1340 
it was reported not to be duly governed. On 28 June, 1341, 
the hospital was taken in the earl's hands and yet another 
inquiry was ordered and held at the hospital on 15 
September. 1 The findings of the jury recapitulate 
generally those of the earlier reports, adding that the 
inmates ought daily to receive a sufficient loaf of good 
bread, a large dish of good vegetables, half a flask of beer 
and a portion of meat or fish, as the day should require; 
the charges on the hospital were as great as ever; the 
church, chapel and buildings were not properly maintained 
and two large houses had fallen down from age and want 
of repair. The result was that Birkenhead had the 
hospital taken out of its hands and a new warden, Richard 
de Wilton, was appointed by letters patent of the earl 
which refer to the heavy burdens and misrule of the 
hospital. 2

For the next sixty years we hear only of appointments 
of successive wardens, but in 1400 it is evident that 
something was again amiss. On 4th June, Henry, Prince 
of Wales, as earl of Chester, for certain good reasons 
reported to his council, issued orders to John de Capen- 
hurst (the mayor and city escheator) and to Richard de 
Manley (the county escheator), to seize the hospital and 
its lands until further notice. 3 Following upon this, on 
the loth August the earl issued a notification that, as the 
hospital was of his ancestors', the earls', foundation and 
in his patronage, he had appointed visitors of the hospital, 
its warden, brethren and sisters, to reform any defects they 
might find in their visitation. The commissioners were

1 Chester Plea Roll 52, m. 19, and Harl. MS. 2159, fo. 98 (old 104). 
3 Pat. Roll 1341, Oct. 25, confirming the earl's letters of 26 July. 
3 Ch 3ster Recog. Roll 74, m. 8.
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Hugh Holes, a justice of the King's Bench, John de 
Knightley, locum tenens of the Cheshire justiciar, Robert 
Parys, chamberlain of North Wales, and the mayor.1 
What the result was we have not ascertained. Probably 
the ecclesiastical authorities raised some protest and 
claimed jurisdiction. It may be noticed that only a few 
years later, a statute of Henry V was passed for the 
general reformation of hospitals of all kinds. 2 This 
statute provided that as the hospitals were for the most 
part decayed and their goods and profits withdrawn and 
spent, the ordinaries were to inquire into the governance 
and estate of those of royal foundation and report to the 
Chancery, while in other hospitals (of private origin), 
they were themselves to make such corrections and 
reformation as was required by the laws of holy church.

On 26th November, 1414, the king issued letters patent 
confirming the hospital in all the liberties and freedoms 
granted to it by the Icings of England and earls of Chester 
and also by the city of Chester. These are stated to have 
been as follows: 

Those men and tenants of the hospital who were not of the 
guild merchant of the city or sworn freemen, were quit of service 
on juries, sessions and inquisitions or of appearance at the city 
or county courts of Chester and Flint, and they were also free from 
murage, stallage, passage, tolls, watches, customs.pontage, mizes, 
" toldsterne," assizes of bread, ale and flesh, " succkinge " and 
stuth; and also from suit to the county, hundred, pentice and 
portmote courts. The hospital was to have the amercements in 
all courts of its men and tenants, to be levied by its own bailiffs. 3

In the Cheshire quo warranlo enquiries in the reign of 
Henry VII (about 1498-9), Thomas Crewe, then warden, 
specifically claimed for the hospital all the liberties 
conferred by this charter and added a claim to have a boat

1 Chester Recog. Roll 74, m. 130!. 
'' 2 Henry V. st. i, c. i, (1414).
3 The only version of this grant found is one in English in Harl. MS. 2159, 

fo. lood. etc.
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on the Dee for fishing above and below the bridge of 
Chester and particularly at Eaton, with all kinds of nets.1 
For the former privileges the charter was pleaded and for 
the latter a prescriptive right from time immemorial. In 
the course of the inquiry, the warden was called upon to 
explain certain of the words in his claim and some of these 
are of considerable interest. He said " murage " meant 
wall-work; " passage "meant payments for free passage
 of horses, carriages, servants and loaded carts throughout 
the counties of Chester and Flint; "stallage," he said, 
was a customary payment too well known to need ex 
planation; " tolls " were payments for goods bought and 
sold; " watches " were those kept by custom and statute 
in the city and elsewhere; " pontage " was bridgework; 
" tolecesterne " (tolsester) was a toll or payment of a
 sextar of ale containing 16 gallons, paid annually for 
licence to brew; " stuthe " was money exacted from every 
village by the sheriff of the county of Chester; " sucking " 
was explained as an amercement levied upon defaulters 
who failed to attend when summoned by the burleyman 
to erect " the ringyards " (temporary enclosures in the 
common fields). The penalty was 4d., the value or cost 
of one ploughshare, Anglice " a suck " or sock. 2

Returning again to the history of the hospital, Randle 
Holme has preserved3 copies of letters which passed about 
1520-30 between the mayor of Chester and Robert Johns, 
warden of the hospital. On behalf of the aldermen and 
citizens the mayor writes as follows: 

Good Mr. Johnes, after our right hartie manner wee commend 
us to you, advertisinge you that where it hath pleased the kinges 
grace to give unto you the custodie of the hospitall of St. John's

1 P.R.O. Chester 38/26/9, no. 29 and Harl. MS. 2159, lord.
2 The word, which is still used in Welsh (swch), appears in A Cheshire 

Glossary, 1886, and in Jackson's Shropshire Word-Book, 1879. See Oxford 
Dictionary. Holme misread unius vomeris and translates "of one ox" in 
his version of this plea.

3 In Harl. MSB. 2159, f. ggd., and 2057, f. 161.
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without the Northgate where by the foundation thereof there 
ought to be three chaplens found yearelie and thirteene poore 
persons for beadsmen to be alwais taken of the inhabitantes of this. 
citie and of no other place, whereunto is assigned and given faire 
landes to the yearelie value of xxij 11 and above : Neverthelesse 
your deputies in your absence doe not use all thinges well, which, 
if advantage thereof should be pursued by the kings lawes, might 
turne somewhat to your damage, whereof all this poore citie would, 
be verie sorie and loath to see to come to passe: but for our partes 
we shall hartilie require you to see reformation in that that 
tou:heth the citie, which is that all the beadmen and poore people 
of the same hospital should and may be from hensforth of the 
citizens here according to the foundation and not taking in of 
other forreigne people as they have wrongefullie bene before tyme. 
Wherein we thought it meete and convenient by theise presentes 
to advertise you before wee should make further suite in that 
behalf, desireinge you of lovinge answer in writinge, as wee shall 
be glad alwaise to doe you such pleasure as maybe, with God's 
grace, to whom wee comitt you ; from Chester the second of June. 
[No year given].

The warden's reply was this: 
Right Worshipfull, after my hartiest manner I have me com 

mended unto you all, thankeing you for your kinde and loveinge 
letter, and whereas you writ to me that I should keepe three 
chaplens and thirteene poore folkes; it is not unknowne to you 
all that the landes of the house of St. John's is not able to fynde 
so manie, and also it is not unknowne unto you that I fynde as 
many as ever were found there. And whereas you writt unto me 
that the poore people should be of the citie and of no other place, 
yf the foundation be soe I shall be right glad with all my harte 
that the citizens shall have the roumbe before any others, and if 
it were not soe I would at your request doe more for you than that 
for your sake, for I was brought up of a child amongst you which 
kyndeth me of nature to love you; and any pleasure that I can 
doe for any of you, I shall be readie duringe my life tyme, as 
knoweth God who preserve you all. At Westminster the xxth 
of June. [No year].

Yours assured, ROBERT JOHNES.

Mr. Johns had probably consulted the earl's charter and 
iound that it did not stipulate that the inmates were to be 
of the city of Chester alone, though the jurors in several 
inquiries had stated that this was the custom.
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We have now reached the period of the dissolution of 
the monasteries, when many hospitals shared the same 
fate, but that of St. John's at Chester escaped extinction, 
possibly because it was under royal patronage. A new 
warden, Walter Buckler, was appointed in 1540 to " the 
suster house" of St. John, but we do not find that any 
report had been made upon it by the royal commissioners 
who came into Cheshire to examine the religious houses 
there.

The hospital was, however, included in the Edwardian 
inventories of church goods taken on 28th May, 1553, of 
all the copes, vestments, chalices and ornaments of the 
cathedral, collegiate and parish churches, chapels, hos 
pitals and fraternities in the city of Chester. The com 
missioners were the bishop, Thomas Smith the mayor, 
Sir Lawrence Smith, Knt., and Roger Hurleston. Their 
returns show what they sold and the prices realised for the 
king's use, with " a speciall remembrans and note of the 
chalices, copes and vestmentes of cloth of gold and 
tyssho; .... with sarten notes of suche goodes, crosses, 
plate or belles as be by the parissheners, provostes, deans 
or other churche wardens of the cyty embecilled or sold."

In the return the Hospital of St. John is grouped with 
the Spital at Boughton: 

" The copes, vestmentes, ornamentes and other goodes of the 
same hospital and spitell over and besides theire belles and chalices 
were of so smalle valew that they were distributed unto the pore 
of the same ................. Nihil.

A separate " Inventory of all the goodes chalice(s) and 
belles (of the hospital of St. John) by the king's com 
missioners delyuered the XXVIIIth day of May anno 
regni regis E. Vlth &c. septimo, unto John Levesey 
chaplen there saef and suerly withowt imbecilment, to be 
kept untill the king's farther plesure be therein knowen," 
also reveals the poverty of the hospital: 
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" Fyrst, a chalice with a patent for the same of syluer parcell
 gilt, ponderans x o(u)nces;

Item. on(e) belle in the steple; 
iiii. table clothes; 
All the bokes now used in the church, 

per me John Levesey." 1

Some of the next wardens seem to have been particularly 
unscrupulous and the proceedings of one of them in 
particular, Richard Young, led to an Elizabethan com 
mission into the irregularities and abuses which had taken 
place. 2 It was addressed on 2nd March 1600-1 to a 
numerous body of commissioners. 3 It recites that the
 queen had received reports of great waste and dilapidations 
and ordered the commission to visit, reform, correct and 
amend the hospital as well in its head as in its members 
and to investigate the morals, conversation, habits, 
residence and characters of the warden, brethren and 
sisters. If they found the warden was criminous or 
blameworthy, or unfitted for his office, he was to be at once 
removed. Similarly with the brethren, sisters and in 
mates, others suitable to be admitted. All documents, 
charters, etc. were to be impounded in the exchequer of
 Chester.

The report, made by the bishop, Peter Warburton, 
David Yale and William Brock, is dated 23rd April, 1601, 
and is lengthy. The commissioners summoned Young 
tin warden before them at Chester Castle and made their 
inquiries in his presence. Witnesses4 proved that on 
igth January, 1598-9, the warden had corruptly received

1 P.R.O., Excheq. K. R. Church Goods, E. 117, i, 47.
2 Chester 38/28 (4) and Recog. Roll 266, in. 2 etc. Mr. Bennett printed some

 extracts from the former in Cheshire Sheaf, III, xvi, 48.
3 The bishop, Peter Warbnrton, (a justice of the Bench), John Nutter dean 

of the cathedral church, Sir John Savage, Sir William Brereton, Sir Hugh 
Cholmeley, Sir John Egerton, David Yale doctor of laws, Thos. Venables, 
Thos. Wilbraharn, John Done, Henry Mainwaring, Thos. Lawton and William 
Brocke. Only four acted.

4 Rob. Sefton of Mollington gen., John Smyth, Edward Hall and John 
Walshman.
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thirty shillings for the admission of Ellen Sefton, widow, 
into the hospital as a sister. The warden's wife, with his 
knowledge, took ten shillings from Randle Ince to admit 
Alice Bateman as a sister and the warden had ordained her 
accordingly. For five pounds the warden granted a 
lease to Edward Young for 21 years of six of the hospital's 
houses at a rent below ten shillings, whereas the old rent 
had always been twenty-six shillings, the warden having 
previously entered in to a bond to pay Edward Young £5 
or grant him the lease. George Coney, the chaplain of the 
hospital, proved1 that the warden had taken away and 
converted to his own uses a silver chalice belonging to the 
hospital, used by the chaplain in the church and chapel as 
a communion cup, and for two years there had been no 
vessel for celebrations. Robert Wall proved a perpetual 
lease to John Hanky, a deceased city alderman, and his 
heirs, of three houses and six gardens in Cowlane belonging 
to the hospital. When the commissioners asked Young to 
show his title to be warden, he replied that he had letters 
patent from the queen but he refused to produce them, or 
(the report adds) could not do so because it was proved 
that he had pledged and pawned them for an advance of 
money. The evidence also showed that Young had not 
been in residence or visited at the hospital at all for three 
years and eight months, the reason being that he had been 
in gaol for debt in Chester castle. Furthermore, he had 
taken away without consent of the brethren and sisters 
divers deeds and charters and nobody knew where they 
were or whether they were lost or not.

The Commissioners at once deprived Young of his 
office, and having taken possession of all the hospital deeds

1 He had taken earlier action against the warden. In July, 1596, an order was 
made by the Exchequer at Chester under which on 3 Aug., William Wall and 
Thos. Lynyall, aldermen, were given power to sequestrate the hospital with its 
revenues until further order (Chester Recog. Roll 261, m. id.). Coney was 
also minister of St. Michael's, Chester, and the registers record his burial at the 
hospital on Sth Nov., 1605.
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and papers that could be found, lodged them in the 
exchequer of Chester till further order.

A new warden, Peter Sharpe, B.D., rector of Dodleston, 
was appointed for life, the necessary documents being 
(i) letters patent of the queen, (2) a writ to the city 
sheriffs to induct him into possession of the hospital and 
(3) an order from the queen to the brethren and sisters to 
receive and accept Sharpe as their warden. 1

Among the Holme MSS. we find the following remarks 
upon the hospital, probably written about the year 1620. 2

" Although the aforesaid hospitall was first founded for the 
releefe of thirteene poore and feeble citizens ....... yet at
this day the same is under the government of a Master who (out 
of the revenewes belonginge to the said hospitall) doth give 
allowance to one chapleine, to reade prayers unto the poore of the 
said hospitall in the chappell belonginge to the same, everie day 
once. And also to six poore widdowes who have a house in 
common amongst them and everie of them a bedroumbe, one 
litle chamber and a garden, besides an yearlie stipend. And 
likewise to one baylif whose office is to gather and receave the 
rents and revenewes belonginge to the said hospitall and to pay 
unto the members of the same all theire yearlie stipends out of 
the aforesaid revenewes and to oversee the reparacions as well of 
the chappell as of other housinge wherein the said poore widows doe 
inhabit: And doth given an accompt of his receipts and disburse 
ments as often as by the said Master he shall be thereunto called. 
The saide hospitall doth enjoy the benefice of a corporation: the 
members whereof are the Master, brethren and sisters of the same 
hospitall, unto whom is allowed a faire and large seale. And they 
have power to despose of the lands and revenews thereunto 
belonginge. Moreover they have within theire custodie divers 
and sundrie charters from kinges and princes of this kingdome 
wherein may be seene the large and ample priveledges to them 
graunted and which of right doth belonge unto them. ......''

So far as I am aware, no church or chapel registers are 
in existence for the hospital. A solitary marriage licence, 
dated 8 June, 1609, is on record, indicating that marriages

1 Cheshire Recog. Roll 266, m. ad.
2 Harl. MS. 1989, fo. 74d (old 43§d)..
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were celebrated in the hospital chapel. Robert Penketh of 
Neston and Ellen Hare of St. Oswald's parish, widow, were 
the parties. Possibly the latter was an inmate.

During the siege of Chester in the Civil War, the 
defenders of the city seem to have razed to the ground 
most of the hospital buildings and much other house 
property on the north side of the city because they masked 
the approaches to the Northgate and afforded cover to the 
enemy. 1 Thus there is nothing left of the original 
hospital or its church and I am not aware of the existence 
of any drawing or plan.

On 23rd June, 1658, Oliver Cromwell, by letters patent 
still in the hands of the corporation, granted the site and 
lands of the hospital to them. After reciting the recent 
death of the warden, that the hospital had fallen into great 
decay through the negligence and improvidence of former 
wardens, that the revenues had for some time past either 
lain wholly uncollected or else been misapplied or spent 
contrary to the intent of the founder, the lord protector 
granted to the corporation the gift and donation of the 
wardenship, the mayor for the time being to be warden 
and have the care and oversight of the hospital, the poor 
and the revenues, the last to be used for the relief and 
maintenance of the poor and for rebuilding and repairing 
the hospital. The appointment of the inmates and their 
removal for misbehaviour was also left to the corporation.

At the restoration this grant no doubt became void or 
voidable and, probably early in 1660, the corporation 
sought for a renewal. The petition2 states that during 
the late eclipse of sovereignty they had suffered exceed 
ingly in estate, and in their trade which had gone elsewhere 
because of obstructions in the river; this caused daily 
increase of their poor, towards whose maintenance they 
had the hospital settled for the relief of poor free in-

1 Journ. Chester Arch. Soc., 6 u.s., 361, quoting Harl. MS. 2155.
2 Cat. S.I'. Dam. 1660-1, 391 (no date).
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habitants; they requested a grant of the wardenship, with 
a payment from the revenues to the schoolmaster and 
ushers of 24 poor scholars, relieved by the dean and 
chapter. A recommendation to the council was also 
sought to consider plans to improve trade and to make the 
river navigable. The corporation, however, did not then 
succeed in their application, Col. Roger Whitley, the 
well known Royalist soldier, Mayor and M.P. for Chester, 
being appointed warden for life. 1 It is stated that 
Whitley rebuilt the hospital, but to what extent has not 
been discovered. Before Whitley died the corporation 
succeeded in obtaining from Charles II a grant of the 
reversion of the wardenship with all the hospital lands. 
This forms part of the general city charter dated 4th 
February, 37 Charles II (1684-5). (The corporation also 
obtained the hospital of St. Giles at Bought on under this 
grant.)

Some of the subsequent history is summarised from the 
Charity Commissioners' Report referred to below: 

Roger Whitley died on the ryth July, 1697, leaving a 
daughter, Elizabeth, wife of Sir John Mainwaring of 
Peover, Bt., and it would appear that impediments were 
thrown in the way of the corporation, which prevented 
them from gaining possession of the hospital property for 
some years. On the nth October, 1698, it was ordered 
by the corporation that Sir John Mainwaring should be 
desired to give the city satisfaction, by producing his grant 
as to the title and interest claimed by him in the lands and 
revenues of the hospital, which had been granted to the 
city to hold from the death of Colonel Whitley deceased. 
But it was not till the death of Sir John Mainwaring, on 
the 4th November, 1702, that the corporation succeeded 
in removing all difficulties, and they were shortly after 
wards in full possession of the deeds and papers relating

1 April 1660, fiat for appointment (Cal. S. P. Dom. 1659-60, 427); 14 June, 
1660, grant (ibid. 1660-1, 72); enrolled Ches. Recog. Roll, 8th May, 1661.
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to the estate, with the seal of the hospital. The following 
extracts from the corporation minute books relate to 
these proceedings: 

Order of Assembly, bearing date igth August, 1703. That Mr. 
Recorder be desired to go over to my Lady Mainwaring to receive 
from her the seal of the hospital of St. John Baptist in this city, 
with the counterparts of leases and other papers and writings 
relating to the said hospital; and that he be intrusted with the 
charter by which the same was granted to this city; and that the 
mayor and aldermen may give the executors of Sir John Main- 
waring or Colonel Whitley, a discharge for the £500 given by the 
late King William towards building a new common hall.

2oth September 1703: Ordered, that dame Elizabeth Main- 
waring may have an indemnity, under the city seal, from all suits 
and damages which may happen to her by reason of her delivery 
of the ancient seal of the hospital of St. John Baptist, together 
with the deeds and papers etc., and that the charter intrusted with 
Mr. Recorder should be deposited in the treasury.

loth December 1703: Ordered, that the justices, sheriffs and 
treasurers do inspect the books, counterparts of leases, writings 
and other evidences relating to the several hospitals of St. John 
Baptist and St. Giles, and inform themselves of the names of the 
particular tenements and closes, reporting their observations 
to the next assembly; and it was unanimously resolved that all 
the revenue of the said hospitals should be applied to pious and 
charitable uses, according to the true intent of the founders 
thereof. Vote of thanks to Mr. Shakerley, for his care in assert 
ing the rights of the city to the hospital of St. John. Stands for 
the sword and mace ordered to be put up in the chapel of the 
hospital, with seats for the mayor and aldermen, and the Rev. 
Peter Newton appointed chaplain.

17th December 1706: Ordered, that the accounts of the 
revenues of the hospital of St. John be yearly audited by the 
justices of the peace, and that the collector of the same revenue 
should then give in a fair rental in parchment of the hospital rents 
for the year then last past, distinguishing what had been paid and 
what was in arrear; and that Mr. Recorder be desired to methodize 
the form of the said rentals, and that they should be yearly 
marked and numbered and deposited in the treasury of the city.

Within a few months after this order was made, a 
disposition was manifested to apply the revenues of the
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hospital to other uses than those which had evidently 
been contemplated by the order of loth December, 1703, 
for, on the 25th April, 1707, it was ordered that the moneys 
which should from time to time accrue to the city by the 
revenue of the hospital of St. John Baptist, over and above 
the charge of the same hospital, should be laid out as the 
mayor and justices of the peace, or the greater number of 
them, should direct and appoint, for or towards the 
repair of Sir Thomas Smith's late almshouses, the house 
of correction, and the Northgate gaol, and other charitable 
uses, as occasion might require.

The Charity Commissioners' Report points out that 
although the term " charitable uses " was made use of in 
this order, the application of that term to the repairs of 
the house of correction and the Northgate gaol, would 
certainly give to it a meaning so extensive as to leave the 
mayor and justices a considerable discretion in the 
appropriation of the revenues of the hospital, and accord 
ingly we find that they were gradually applied to the 
general uses of the corporation, till at length the rental 
was incorporated with the treasurer's annual accounts, 
and the disbursements made from the corporate income. 
This happened about the year 1762 and continued to 1835. 
Previous to this time, however, the fines (on leases) had 
never been accounted for in the hospital-book, but had 
been received by the corporation as master, and carried 
to their general account, which was probably in accordance 
with the old system of managing the estate. The small 
reserved rents were applied to the uses of the hospital, and 
amounted to between £30 and £40, the accounts then being 
kept by the master of the Blue-School who acted as 
steward, and audited by the mayor and some of the 
aldermen. The payments were all fixed and if a balance 
remained in the accountant's hands, it was paid over at 
the time of the audit.

The following order relating to the removal of the old
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buildings, and the erection of the new, bears date the 
25th February, 1714: 

" Ordered, that the chapel of the hospital of St. John Baptist 
without the Northgate, with all convenient speed, be taken down 
and rebuilt, the mayor and others to make contracts for such 
rebuilding, with an instruction that an apartment should be 
provided for the prisoners in the Northgate, and a gallery for the 
boys belonging to the charity school: and in. case the benefactors 
of the charity school should raise a competent sum for building 
a school to join the said chapel for the said charity boys, that then 
such school might be erected upon the hospital land adjoining 
to the said chapel, and that the almshouse be removed to some 
convenient part of the said hospital land, in order to form a 
quadrangle."

Lysons quotes a statement of Stone's that the new 
chapel was more magnificently rebuilt at the charge of the 
city and that Sir Richard Grosvenor contributed to the 
ornaments thereof.1

The new buildings, which occupied the old site of St, 
John's Hospital, formed towards the front three sides of a 
quadrangle, separated from the Northgate street by an 
iron railing. In the south wing was the chapel, the 
patronage of which was vested in the corporation (aug 
mented in 1801 by Queen Anne's Bounty). The Blue 
Coat school occupied the centre, and the remaining wing 
contained the schoolmaster's house and other conveniences 
connected with the establishment. At the back was an 
enclosed yard, one side of which was occupied by the 
almshouses, six small dwellings of one story each, for the 
poor women who represented the sisterhood of the hospital, 
but were then more commonly called " the chapel-yard 
widows."

The history of the Blue Coat school at Chester, erected 
on part of the hospital site, does not fall within the limit 
of this paper. 2 The new chapel took, I suppose, the old

1 Lysons, Cheshire, 637 note.
2 There is an extremely inadequate paper on this Blue Coat School in Jour. 

Chester Arch. Soc., vol. xxiii (M.S.).
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name of Little St. John's, given to the original hospital 
church in contrast to the larger and older foundation in 
Chester. Mr. Stanley Ball mentions a chalice, dated 
1641, presented to the hospital chapel by alderman John 
Thomason in 1717 and a credence paten given at the same 
date by Mrs. Alice Thomason. Another was given in 
1864 by John Graham, LL.M., the incumbent. In 1801 
the corporation lent a silver ewer (presented to them by 
Roger Whitley) for the administration of the sacrament to 
the inmates at Little St. John's and in 1840 George 
Brydges Granville presented a flagon. 1

THE REPORT OF 1835.
During the early years of the nineteenth century 

and probably before, grave dissatisfaction was mani 
fested with the methods and practices of the unre- 
formed corporation of Chester. We are only concerned 
here with the way in which the hospital affairs were 
managed, or rather mismanaged, but municipal abuses 
evidently existed in many other directions. Some of 
these at Chester were dealt with in the Report of the 
Municipal Corporation Commissioners of 1835. 2 Another 
body of commissioners sat to inquire into the adminis 
tration of charities and it was in their Report of 1835* 
that scandalous abuses and gross mismanagement of 
most of the Chester charities, including the hospital of 
St. John, were fully brought to light. The Report is 
valuable in many ways. The commissioners so far as 
possible investigated the history and affairs of every local 
charity, and where they considered it necessary, they 
reported the case to the attorney-general for legal action. 
The case of the hospital of St. John was particularly 
closely investigated and much valuable information is

1 Ball, Church Plate of the City of Chester.
2 Report of Commissioners on Municipal Corporations in England and Wales, 

1835, App. pt. iv, 2615.
* $ist Report Charity Commissioners, 1837-8, vol. 24, pp. 343 seq.3
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printed which has been used in this account. The town 
clerk professed entire ignorance on many points, which 
astonished the commissioners, who had to seek outside 
assistance in searching for and digesting such of the 
hospital records as had been preserved and these were 
very meagre. All but a few counterpart leases seem to have 
been lost and none of the charters was forthcoming. 
The general result of very careful inquiries was to establish 
serious negligence, if not worse, against the corporation 
and its officials, and to show they were totally unfit to 
administer even the smallest charity. The Report is full 
of references to properties, of considerable value, lost or 
forgotten, and to the letting of the charity estates at 
ridiculously low rents to members of the corporate body. 
Further, the corporation accounts for a long time had not 
distinguished between perpetual ground rents and ordinary 
rentals, and tenants had been allowed to become owners 
by redemption of small rack rents when by effluxion of 
time leases had, or would soon, run out and so the corpor 
ation would have become entitled to resume possession and 
sell or relet at greatly improved values. We shall see that 
the income of the Hospital, mismanaged though such pro 
perty as was not lost to it had been, was then about £600 
a year but that of this only about £85 was applied towards 
the objects of the hospital, the remainder being coolly 
transferred to the general revenue account of the cor 
poration in general relief of the rates. The Report needs 
to be read to be appreciated and only the general effect has 
been given. It deals with all the charities, not only of the 
city but of the county of Chester. In many cases, the 
matter was reported to the attorney general for legal 
action and this step was taken as regards the hospital of 
St. John.

It appears from the Report that in 1829, Mr. John 
Faulkner, a solicitor in Chester, whose name deserves 
record, had commenced proceedings in the local Exchequer
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Court against the corporation to compel a proper adminis 
tration of the numerous charity funds of which it was 
trustee. In these proceedings, which were very ill received, 
the town clerk stated that while he had never heard of 
some of the charities, he did know there was a hospital 
of St. John but not that the corporation had or ever had 
any lands for its maintenance and support, nor did he know 
if he had any documents relating to the hospital. When 
the local Exchequer Court was abolished in 1830, these 
proceedings were transferred to the Chancery Court. In 
October, 1832, a corporation committee was appointed 
to investigate the charities, whereupon Mr. Faulkner 
suspended his action and offered his services to the com 
mittee but they refused them. The committee failed 
entirely to achieve any result and when the Charity 
Commissioners arrived in Chester, the}7 met with serioxis 
difficulties and little or no assistance. The reformed 
corporation, however, eventually allowed Mr. Faulkner to 
examine the muniments, and by his assistance the Com 
missioners procured much of the information about the 
hospital set out in their Report.

With commendable despatch, proceedings were launched 
in Chancery, the case being the Attorney General against 
the Corporation of Chester. 1 A long and bitter struggle 
took place. The general allegation was that the cor 
poration in the character of warden of the hospital had 
assumed the right of appropriating and applying to 
corporate purposes the surplus income of the properties 
held in trust for the hospital, after keeping in repair the 
buildings, paying a stipend to the chaplain and certain 
small allowances to the inmates. In 1836, the lord 
chancellor ordered independent trustees of the estates to 
be appointed under the Municipal Corporations Act of 
1835. The next year, the report of the master in chancery

1 Reported in i Hail and Twell's Chancery Reports, 48; also, on a minor point, 
14 Beavan's Reports, 338.
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that this had been done was confirmed by the court which 
proceeded to do its best to ascertain and identify the 
properties. This took a long time. In 1842 the master 
of the rolls made a deckiration that all the properties 
were subject to a trust (which took the matter entirely out 
of the hands of the corporation of Chester under the Act 
of 1835), and he directed a scheme for their due adminis 
tration by independent trustees to be drawn up. This 
was strenuously resisted by the corporation by every 
legal means. Their final effort, in 1848, after 12 years 
litigation, prayed for a re-hearing, and was ingeniously 
put forward in the name of the warden, brethren and 
sisters of the hospital, asking that the orders made in 
1836-7 should be discharged because the hospital was a 
body corporate and ought to have been made original 
parties to the suit. The lord chancellor decided against 
this plea. He said the evidence showed the old leases 
had been made in the private names of the masters (or 
wardens) and sealed with their private seals. Although 
to some leases a seal was affixed described as the common 
seal of the master, there was no evidence of a corporate 
seal. This, he said, disposed of the existence of a cor 
poration, the lands had been granted by the Crown to the 
successive wardens and so had become finally vested in 
the corporation of Chester and then divested by the effect 
of the municipal Corporations Act. We are inclined to 
think upon this point the decision of the court might well 
have been different if it had had before it the evidence 
here collected about the corporate seal of the hospital. 1 
Nothing could well be clearer than that from the earliest 
days there had been a hospital seal (as opposed, or in 
addition, to a warden's seal) and that the hospital, 
through a chapter composed of its warden, brethren and 
sisters, had dealt from time to time with its property in 
such a formal way as might be deemed to prove it had

1 Post, p. 92.
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a corporate entity in a legal sense. It is perhaps for 
tunate that the court resisted this conclusion, which 
could only have delayed the urgent re-organisation of 
the hospital's affairs. This was at last effected, a scheme 
was adopted and the hospital and its lands are now ad 
ministered as part of the Municipal Charities of the city 
of Chester, and entirely independent of the corporation.

The later history of the hospital charity, under the 
careful management of trustees and the control of the 
Charity Commissioners, has been uneventful. In 1875 
Mr. William Brown, one of the trustees, issued A History of 
the Municipal Charities of Chester, from 1837 to 1875.* 
This contains lists of the trustees from 1837, the schemes 
of management, and a good deal of information about the 
Chester charities generally. The writer remarks that the 
transfer of the management of the charities from the 
corporation had proved of the greatest benefit and had 
rendered it impossible that properties could be leased for 
the benefit of individuals or squandered in civic feasts or 
unmeaning pageants, which, with the sums expended for 
the defence of the city in the civil wars, were some of the 
causes of so many valuable properties and bequests being 
lost. Judicious sales and investments had largely 
increased the income and the value of the properties, and 
had freed the charities from debt.

The Municipal Charities are now, I believe, adminis 
tered under a scheme of 1892 by a body of seventeen 
trustees. This scheme provided, inter alia, for the 
appropriation of the hospital almshouses for thirteen poor 
persons of either sex, of good character and not under 50 
years of age, or in receipt of poor relief, who, from age, 
ilUiealth, accident or infirmity, are unable to maintain 
themselves by their own exertions, with a preference for 
persons who have thus become reduced by misfortune 
from better circumstances. A chaplain and a beadle are

1 Pub. by Griffith, Chester, 1875, 2s. 6d.
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provided. It is interesting to note how exactly the 
number of the almspeople and their qualifications 
correspond to the original objects of this ancient charity, 
A clerk for the whole of the charities is also appointed, 
the present (1926) clerk being Douglas Dobie, esq., to 
whom I am indebted for much valuable information.

THE SEAL.

The present trustees of the charity have in their 
possession a silver matrix, a poor drawing of which is 
figured on the plate facing p. 167 and described on p. 
179 of the first volume (o.s.) of the Journal of the Chester 
Archaeological Society. 1 The Rev. W. H. Massie regarded 
this matrix as a modern copy, and rightly describes it as a 
coarse and clumsy imitation of a striking original which 
he thought might be found attached to some ancient deeds. 
According to Mr. W. Brown, the matrix is of silver, with 
the Chester assay mark of 1730. 2 Canon Morris in 1895 
gave an example of the old seal which he took from a deed 
at Eaton Hall. 3 Another example was discovered by 
Mr. W. F. Irvine among the Norris charters4 (now in the 
British Museum) and the two show quite a different type 
of seal which may be described as of vesica shape with the 
figure of St. John the Baptist in a cloak of hairskin, sup 
porting, in one hand, the Lamb and cross, within a halo- 
circle, and in the other, a staff. The legend is not clear as 
the seals are broken. Mr. Rylands read it as SIGILL: 
SANCT: IOHANNIS HOPIT: CESTRIE, and I cannot say 
this is wrong though it does not seem to be the natural 
arrangement of such words. Hopit' is an unusual ab-

1 Clearer plates are given by Hanshall (Hist, of Chester pp. 139 and 261) 
and in Mr. Brown's History of the Municipal Charities of Chester, 1837-1875.

2 The seal is figured three times in Mr. Brown's Hist, of the Chester 
Municipal Charities, 1875.

3 Morris, Chester, 154. The deed was no doubt the Dodleston charter dated 
1228 (Beamont, Calendar of Eaton Hall Charters).

^Journ. Chester Arch. Soc., 10 N.S., p. 9, plate of Seals, no. n. See also 
Cheshire Sheaf "III, i, 2 (1896) and III, iv, 14.
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SEAL OF THE HOSPITAL, I3th CENTURY.
1. From the Aston Deeds (Mr. Irvine)
2. From Morris's Chester in Plantagenet Times,
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breviation and possibly the ' s ' was omitted by the 
engraver in error. The legend on the existing seal is 
SIGILL[UM] HOSPITAL[IS] SANCTI: IOHAN[NIS] BAPT[ISTE] 
CESTR[IE]. Illustrations of both are given here.

The old seal is described in a number of charters and 
deeds as being the common seal of the hospital. 1 It was 
usually handed to the chamberlain of Chester by the out 
going warden and given over to the new one or his proctor 
with some solemnity.

EARLY CHAPLAINS.

According to the fourteenth century inquiries, there 
were, or rather should have been, three chaplains attached 
to the staff of the hospital. Some slackness in providing 
these chaplains is suggested by the obligation, entered into 
iu 1379 by the warden as a term of holding the hospital 
lands, to( maintain one for daily celebrations. 2 The 
non-resident wardens apparently adopted the plan of 
appointing a chief priest and administrator in the hospital 
church. In 1396 the warden Thomas Marton granted 
these offices for life to Richard de Lee, chaplain, with a 
salary of eight silver marks, and a sufficient chamber 
standing between the hospital hall and the granges. 
John Leche of Chester, the warden's attorney, put Lee in 
possession of office and in seisin of the revenues of the 
hospital by payment of a penny. 3 A similar life grant 
was made in 1414 by the warden Rothbury to Thomas 
Green, chaplain, whose abode was to be a chamber stand 
ing at the end of the church, with a piece of garden for 
sowing small seeds. l

In 1493 four masses were said daily in the hospital 
church of St. John, two for the living benefactors and two 
for the dead. Twelve poor sick women and men were

1 Vide ante p. 90.
2 Seep. 103.
3 Pat. Roll 5 Feb., 1398, inspecting letters of 22 Feb., 1395-6.
4 Pat. Roll 26 November, 1414.
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lodged. In every one of 1200 churches and 600 chapels, 
prayers were asked every Sunday before the Asperges for 
all the associate brethren and sisters of the church. All 
the bishops of Coventry and Lichfield since its foundation 
had given 40 days of indulgence to its benefactors and 
twelve popes had granted seven years and seven lents to 
them. These statements were made on 22 July, 1493, 
when Thomas Toppane, as messenger and proxy for the 
hospital, exhibited at All Saints, Derby, a bull of Pope 
Alexander VI in favour of the church, exhorting bishops 
to receive its proctors favourably and to give alms, for 
which indulgence would be granted. 1

PROPERTY.
The earliest record of the property of the hospital is the 

return of the ecclesiastical taxation of 1291, in which the 
temporal goods of the master or warden were assessed at 
£5, calling for a tithe of ten shillings. Two carucates of 
land and some rents etc. are mentioned but without any 
identification. 2 The spiritualities and alms are not given 
but we know that the earl had endowed the hospital with 
£4 us. a year from the revenue of the earldom. The 
inquiry of I3i63 reported the revenue of the hospital as 
follows: 

Endowment from the Exchequer of Chester .. ^411 o 
Rents in Chester . . . . . . . . . . 13 13 10
A carucate of land at the Hulmehouses [in Great

Boughton] . . . . . . . . 200
The like at the Moss [in Allerton] co. Lanes. . . 200 
Half carucate on the Cleyes [Handbridge] . . . . I o o
Salthouse in Nantwich .. .. .. .. 0134
A dry rent in Pensby . . . . . . . . . . 0134
Part of the tithes of Aston-in-Hopedale .. .. 6 13 4

4 10

1 P.R.O., Chester 38/26, no. 3.
2 Taxatio Ecc. P. Nicholai, p. 259.
3 Ante p. 72.
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For purposes of comparison, we can pass over some 
hundreds of years to the Valor Ecclesiasticus in the time of 
Henry VIII, in which both temporal and spiritual goods 
were assessed. The rents and income were then as 
follows: 

Rents in the city . . . . .. .. . . £14 14 6
Rents etc. in the county: 

Hulmeneld1 . . . . . . .. .. .. i 10 o
Barton .. .. .. .. .. .. 020
Egge (? Edge) .. .. .. .. .. 006
Nantwich . . . . . . . . . . . . 0134
Pensby .. .. .. .. .. .. 0134
Blacon [Stevenscroft] . . . . . . . . 020

Endowment .. .. .. .. .. .. 4110
In Lancashire [The Moss] . . .. . . . . 134
Tithes of [Hope] Aston Church . . . . 504

£28 10 4
Payments were as follows:  

To the chaplain, John Levesey, celebrating daily for
the soul of the king and his ancestors . . . . ^4 14 4

,, the same as receiver .. .. .. .. .. 168
  six sisters, daily praying for the founder, id. a day

each .. .. . . . . . . . . 926

leaving a balance of £13 ys. iod., the tenth being thus 
£i 6s. gid. 2

Passing on again to 1712, the hospital rental3 showed 
an income of £34 75. 6d., being £3 75. 8d. from property 
and rents from the houses on or near the site of the 
hospital outside the city, £10 is. 8d. from property and 
rents in Chester and £20 i8s. 2d. from the lands etc. in 
the county and elsewhere. Of the ancient sources of 
income, the following still appear, the tithes of Hope, a 
cottage in Hulmeneld, the Pensby 133. 4d., the Moss 
£i 33. 4cl. and the Nantwich and Handbridge properties.

1 Printed as " Milnfield," but no doubt the Hulmehouse lands.
2 Valor Ecc. v, 304.
3 Given in the Charity Report, 1835.
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At this date the annual payments amounted to £23 us. 
8d., including 2s. 4d. a month to five (out of six) poor 
widows, 2s. a quarter to the youngest widow of six, with 
2s. 8d. each at Midsummer and Christmas.

In 1835 the revenue of the charity was nearly £600 a 
year and the disbursements only £85, including the 
chaplain's stipend of £50. All the six widows now 
received £i 8s. a month each, with some coal money. 1 
A county rate of £11 2s. 6d. was debited, with sexton's and 
clerk's salaries. The balance of the income, upwards of 
£500, instead of being applied to charitable uses, was 
carried to the general revenue account of the corporation 
of Chester and went to relieve the rates. This we have 
already dealt with.

It would be tedious to trace out in detail the history of 
more than a few of the hospital's properties and revenues:

1. The original endowment of £4 us. appears regularly 
in the accounts of the chamberlains of Chester and else 
where2 up to the time of Henry VIII. It does not figure 
in the rental of 1712. In 1239 an^ 1240 orders were issued 
by Henry III to continue the maintenance of three beds 
in the hospital, and other alms as appointed by Randle 
earl of Chester,3 and the Pipe Roll of 1241-2 shows that 
783. was paid out for this purpose/1

2. The Pensby 133. 4d. arose in this way. Bertram de 
Verdon5 gave to the hospital one third of the manor of 
Pensby, and Hugh de Aston, warden of the hospital, sold 
this in 1285-6 to Hugh de Corona for a perpetual rent of 
133. 4d. In 1316 Robert de Matley (or Manley) and 
Sara his wife (daughter of Hugh dc Corona) held the third

1 They actually received another £5 a year each, but this came from a 
legacy provided by Alderman Crewe.

2 Ric. de Masey (1300), Rob. de Holand (1307), and Oliver de Ingham (1328), 
the justiciars of Cheshire, were required to pay this and other ancient alms, 
Cal. Fine Rolls, i, 429, ii, 5, iv, 114.

3 Cal. Liberate Rolls, 1226/40, pp. 405, 451.
4 TheGreat Roll of the Pipe, 26 Henry III., cd. Camion, p. 121.
5 See p. 68.
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in Sara's right. 1 The rent was paid to the hospital in 1712 
by Sir William Glegg, but was redeemed in 1807- and 
disappears.

3. The Holmhouse or Holmfield, in Great Bonghton. 
The hospital held this in and before 1316. In 1512, the 
warden, Thos. Crewe, leased the Hulmfteld near Great 
Boughton to the abbey of Chester for 99 years at a rent 
of 303. and, in 1530 the abbey assigned their lease to 
Ottiwell Worsley. 3 By his will in 1546 John Booth of 
Thames Ditton, who had leases in Huntingdon and Cheveley, 
co. Chester, left to his wife Julian the residue of a term of 
80 years of the Holmeriold held under the hospital and to 
his brother James a life interest in a close called Holme- 
field within Huntington. 4 William Barnston of Churton 
in 1647 held the remainder of a lease of 100 years from the 
hospital of the Hulmefields or Gorsty Heyes worth £9 a 
year. 5 In 1835 the rent, which had been £3 2s. 6d. in 1712, 
was paid to the hospital by a tenant of Townsend Ince, esq. 
of Christleton, and in 1892 £3 2S. was paid by the duke of 
Westminster as charged upon lands formerly called 
" Hulmesfields " in Huntington.

4. The Moss Grange and other Lancashire lands. The 
Moss estate was in Aigburth or the border of Allerton and 
was sometimes described as in the latter. Ralph Saracen 
of Chester, who held it under the abbey of Cockersand, 
gave it to the hospital, and the warden about the middle 
of the thirteenth century admitted liability for the 
payment of 53. a year to the abbey. 6 In 1448 the abbey 
successfully maintained a claim to the 55. at Lancaster 
against John de Thornton, the warden of the hospital, 7 
and the item appears to have been paid up to the dis-

1 Inquisition of 1316. 
* Report oi 1835.
3 Cheshire Sheaf, III, i, 36.
4 Ibid. Ill, xvii, 34. 
5/6id. Ill.vii, 25. 
6 Cockersand Chartulary, 561. 
' Ibid, 1103.

H
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solution. In 1523 Thomas Crewe, then warden, let the 
Moss Grange for 77 years at 333. 40!. a year to Robert and 
Alice Griffith. In 1537 we find William Griffith, son of 
Robert, complaining that Sir William Norris, Kt., of Speke, 
and others had turned him out, coming with staves, swords, 
bucklers and daggers, and threatening to murder and slay 
him. Sir William set up a later lease at 233. 4d. by Robert 
Johns, warden of the hospital, and pleaded that the 
earlier one was of no avail as Griffith had been indicted for 
killing or drowning his own wife. 1 Edward Norris paid the 
rent for the Moss in 1712 and Lady Sidney Beauclerk 
(nee Norris) in 1765. The Charity Commissioners' Report 
of 1835 stated the rent had not been paid since 1768 and 
they were unable to identify any lands as the property of 
the hospital and so they and the rent were lost. A charter 
is on record which may, I think, relate to the Moss, though 
it has been referred to land in Hale. Thomas, prior of the 
hospital (about 1240), granted to Simon son of Henry part 
of the hospital lands at " Mussa," called Flaxholmes, with 
pasture for twelve beasts, forty sheep and two mares, at a 
rent of one shilling a year and at his death a third of his 
goods. 3 It appears also that Sir Aclam de Garston gave to 
the hospital lands apparently in or near Garston which 
Roger (de Garston) the warden and the brethren, with the 
consent of the hospital chapter, granted to William de 
Backford for a shilling a year. The latter transferred the 
estate to the abbey of Stanlaw. 3 The hospital rent seems 
to disappear in both the above cases. Richard Bold of 
Bold gave an acre (perhaps in Whiston) in alms to the 
hospital before 1211, some of which at Ridgate passed to 
the Travers family. 4 Adam de Billinge gave six acres 
before 1212. 5 Henry earl of Lancaster granted to the

1 Duchy Pleadings, (Rcc. Soc. Lanes, and Chesh.), ii, 117.
* Cheshire Sheaf, III, i, i.
3 Ibid. Ill, iv, 14 and Coucher Book of Whalley, 578-9.
4 Vict. Hist. Lanes., iii, 350, 403.
* Cockersand Chart., 667-8.
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hospital 26 acres of waste in " the Hulles " by Smithdown, 
perhaps at Edge Hill near Liverpool, 1 and Henry de 
Walton gave 20 acres near Newsham. 2 What happened 
to these properties does not seem to be recorded.

5. The Aston and Hope Tithes. The donor is unknown. 
From between £5 and £6 in the fourteenth century, £5 in 
1712 and £63 in 1753, these rose in value; and in 1835, 
when the tithes of the entire parish of Hope were leased for 
£965, the share of the hospital was £210 per annum. 3 
Besides tithes, the hospital held a good deal of land in 
Hope and Shordley, which eventually got mixed up by the 
corporation of Chester with other lands there belonging 
to the charity of John Lancaster, in all about 315 acres. 
Some of the Shordley lands had been improperly let in 
1563 to Richard Young, afterwards warden, for 500 years 
at a rent of 143. 2|d. but this lease was set aside in 1616 
after Young's removal from office. 4 There is a good deal 
about all these lands in the Report of 1835. In 1892 the 
Hope tithes produced £257 43. The Shordley lands had 
been sold.

CITY AND OTHER PROPERTY ETC.
The hospital owned a considerable quantity of property 

in Chester itself, but, though a few references are to be 
found, charters are scarce and do not enable any satis 
factory account to be given. A house in Foregate Street 
was given by John Ground. It was granted by the warden 
of 1295 to Adam de Whitmore for a small rent of 53. and 
was held in 1316 by Robert de Whitmore. Similarly with 
another in Fleshmonger Lane, the gift of Ralph de 
Lichfleld and Clemency de Bunbury. Hugh de Werming- 
ham bought it from the hospital about 1295 for a rent of 
133. 4d. and Agnes widow of Richard de Wermingham

1 Vict. Hist. Lanes., iii, 43. 
Lanes. Inquests i, 26.

3 Report 0/1835.
4 Cheshire Sheaf I, i, 130, and Report of 1835.
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owned it in 1316. l The later history of some of the city 
property is traced in the Charity Report of 1835. Much 
of it had been lost, but some is still retained.

A grant of lands in Dodleston to the abbey of Dieulacres 
(Poulton) by the hospital in 1228 is among the Eaton Hall 
charters, and the seal reproduced by Canon Morris is 
probably from this deed. 2 Six acres in Balderton were 
the gift of William Boydcll. They were sold about 1256 
to the abbot of Dieulacres for a perpetual rent of 6s. 3

The inquiry of 1316 mentions several other hospital 
properties. The estate in Blacon, known as Stevenscroft, 
was given by Roger de Mainwaring and was sold about 
1240 to Thomas Post of Blacon for a perpetual rent of 2s. 
Hugh the carpenter held it in 1316. In Rough Shotwick 
Richard de Bressy gave three acres, alienated about 1266 
to William and John de Woodbank for 8d. a year and held 
in 1316 by Hugh cle Woodbank, Hugh son of Richard of 
Willaston and Alice his wife.

The salthouse in Nantwich was the gift of Ralph 
Sarazin. It was granted about 1310 to Hugh de Foules- 
hurs for the 133. ^d. which appears in the rentals. 
Another salthouse in Northwich came from William the 
clerk. Ric. Cayfax obtained it on payment of six quarters 
of salt a year and in 1316 John son of Christiana de 
Newton held it. In Byley, Richard de Aldford gave 
20 acres, but, as with most of these properties, the warden 
(of 1259) granted it away for a small rent (4$. paid by the 
abbey of Dieulacres). Nearly all these rents and lands 
were lost to the hospital in course of time. In 1892 a 
rent of 6s. came from the representatives of Col. Tomkin- 
son from lands at Worleston near Nantwich called 
" Twelve lead wallings," probably representing one of 
these early endowments.

1 Inquiry of 1316.
2 Ormerod ii, 865; Col. of Eaton Hall Charters, pp. jandiS; Morris, Chester 

etc., pp. ix, 154. 
:i Inquiry of 1316.
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The income of the hospital charity under the Municipal 
Trustees prior to about 1875 was as follows: 

Rental of farms . . . . . . . . . .£274 o o
,, ,, Chester properties . . ... . . 314 o o

Tithes of Hope (average of 4 yrs.) . . . . . . 257 10 o
Dividends on investments . . . . . . . . 80 2 5
Rentcharge (paid by Duke of Westminster for

Hulmefields) . . . . . . . . . . 320
Commissioners of Woods and Forests .. ... 419
Crewe's legacy, for coals . . . . . . . . 30 o o
Lady Booth's charity . . . . . . . . 050

£963 i 2
The Chester properties then included ground rents and

lands in Northgate Street, Foregate Street, Cuppin Lane;
between the city walls and the canal and on the north side
of the canal to Dee Lane; and lands in Frodsham Street.
Several Chester properties had been sold and also nearly all
the Shordley estate and part of the Hope and Caergwrle
lands. The trustees sold the next presentation to the
hospital chapel in 1864 for £1622 and in 1874 for £825.

The income was applied as follows in 1875: 
13 alms people at TOS. a week. . . . . . . .^338 o o
Coals, gas, repairs to almshouses and expenses of

Divine service .. .. .. ..    141 n 9
Repairs to property &c. . . . . . . . . 131 19 I
Salaries . . .. . . . . . . . . 272 9 3
Incidentals . . . . . . . . . . ..29111

GIFTS AND LEGACIES.
Very few pecuniary gifts by will to the hospital have 

been noticed. William Walsham, an ex-warden, left by 
his will of 1389 £20 to the house and the sisters there. 1 
Ralph Davenport of Chester in 1506 left 33. to the poor of 
St. John without the Northgate. 2 Henry Rainford,

1 Cheshire Sheaf, III, xviii, 103. 
*Ibid. 1926, No. 5356.
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chaplain, left 2od. to the poor folks of St. John in I506. 1 
Mary Arderne, daughter of John Warren of Poynton and 
wife of John Arderne of Chester, gave 4od. to the widows 
of the hospital by her will in I52I 2 and John Davye in 
1558 left 6s. 8d. to " Saincte Jones without the North- 
gate." 3 Joseph Crewe, surgeon and alderman of Chester, 
by his will and codicil of 1799-80 left £600 in trust to pay 
£30 a year to six " chapel-yard " widows of St. John's 
Hospital. This legacy was being duly paid in 1835 to the 
occupants of the alrnshouses built on the site of the 
hospital, and is still received.

In the years 1278-81, an alms of 3d. a day for 3 years, 
amounting to £13 133., was given to the brethren of the 
hospital by Edward I during the building of Vale Royal 
Abbey.4

LIST OF WARDENS OR MASTERS. 
Date of occurrence 
or appointment.
c 1206. ROGER (Whalley Coucher, ii, 578, iii, 828). 

1239-40. THOMAS DE PONTEFRACT (Inquiry of 1316); 
sometimes called simply Thomas, prior of the 

hospital. The Thomas " Bridge " in Ormerod and Morris's lists is 
doubtless the same.
1245-6. RALPH DE SMITHDOWN. The date is taken 

from the Inquiry of 1316, but he may have been 
later.

1255-6 ROGER DE GARSTON (Inquiry of 1316). A 
and Roger de Garston was Magistev Scholarium at 

1258-9. Chester in 1361 (Ches. Recog. Roll), but cannot be 
the same. The Garston family were early bene 
factors.

1285-6 HUGH DE ASTON (Inquiry of 1316); also 
and called " Brother Hugh, prior of the Hospital." 

1295-6. Wrongly placed as a prior of Birkenhead by 
Leycester (Ormerod, Cheshire, i, 721).

1 Ibid. Ill, xviii, 93.
2 Lane, and Chesh. Wills (Chetham Soc.), part ii, 10.
3 Cheshire Sheaf, III, xviii, 42.
4 Excheq. K. R. Enrolled Accts. 485, no. 22.
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1309. WILLIAM DE LA BACHE, chaplain. Appoint- 
Sept. 3. nient during pleasure (Pat. Roll); removed 1311

(ibid).
1311-12 THOMAS DE BURTON, chaplain; grant for life 
Jan. 4. (Pat. Roll). The hospital taken from him in 1316. 
1316 PRIOR AND CONVENT OF BIRKENHEAD. 
March 31. For their wardenship, see page 73 and my Birken-

head Priory.
1341 RIC. DE WILTON or WOLVESTON, clerk. Ap- 
July 26. pointment confirmed Oct. 25, 1341 (Pat. Roll). 

As warden took a recognizance for £5 los. ^d., 
from Master Lodewic ap Griff, parson of church of Hope-Aston 
(C.R.R.). Possibly Wilton was the same as Richard de Wolveston 
or Wolneston, who occurs as warden 1344 (C.R.R.), and was 
parson of Rostherne, co. Chester, 1357. 
c. 1349-79. JOHN DE BRUNHAM. As warden, he received

payment of the ancient alms of ^4 us, od. ; he was 
chamberlain of Chester (Cheshire Chamberlains' Accounts). 
1386-7 WILLI AM DEWALSH AM, king's clerk. Appoint- 
Jan. 6 ment as warden for life and writ to induct (C.R.R. 

to and Pat. Roll). He may have been appointed 
c. 1389. earlier on probation, as on gth November, 1379,

Thomas de Brunham, executor of Master John de 
Brunham (the last warden), had license to grant in alms to William 
de Walsham, then warden, 9 messuages, 7 cottages, 7! acres of land 
and 405. rent in Chester and in co. Flint, formerly worth ^7 195. id. 
a year (presumably the hospital estates), held in socage and divers 
services, with suit to the courts of Hope and Flint every three 
weeks, for finding a chaplain to celebrate divine service daily 
therein (? in the hospital), praying for the king and his soul when 
dead and those of the king's father and John de Brunham, with 
power to the king of re-entry on, failure to find such chaplain 
(Pat. Roll). No doubt the rector of Bunbury, co. Chester, and 
first warden of the college there (Ormerod, ii, 256). By his will 
dated 1389, he left £20 to the hospital and to the sisters there. 1 
1390 JOHN MAIDENHITH, clerk. Appointment for 
July 2. life July 2, writ for livery, July 8 and memo, of

livery July 24, 1390 (C.R.R. and Pat. Roll). 
Possibly identical with one of same name, prebendary of South 
Alton in Sarum 26 May 1386 to 1407, rector of St. Dunstan's in the 
East, London, which he exchanged ; Dean of Chichester i February

1 Cheshire Sheaf, III, xviii, 103.
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1396-7 to 1407, when he died (Hennessey, Novum Repertorium 
Londinense). Perhaps resigned the wardenship. 
1391 WILLIAM DE ASHTON, clerk. Appointment 
May 2. for life (C.R.R. and Pat. Roll). In 1392 sued for 

livery of common seal of hospital, delivered to the 
chamberlain of Chester by William de Walsham, a late warden 
(C.R.R.). Perhaps the prebendary of Lichfield (Le Neve, Fasti}.
1393 WILLIAM HEBDEN, or EBDEN. Appointment 
May 3. (C.R.R. and Pat. Roll); livery of hospital being 

given to John de Halughton, parson of St. Peter's, 
Chester, by the vice-justice (C.R.R.). A William Hebden, clerk, 
was appointed a prebendary of St. John's church, Chester, 14 
Sept., 1393. An appointment (Pat. Roll) on n March, 1392-3, 
of " John" Hebden may have been an error in the Christian 
name, rectified by the later grant.
1394 THOMAS MARTON, king's clerk. Appointment 
Feb. 8. for life, writ for livery, and induction Feb. 8 to

28, 1393-4 (C.R.R. and Pat. Roll). Resigned 1398. 
An earlier appointment of 20 Oct., 1389, is entered on Pat. Roll, 
but there may be some error in date.
1398 ROBERT ROTHBURY. Letters granting warden- 
Sept. 15 ship, writ for livery &c. (C.R.R. and Pat. Roll).

The appointment as warden was ratified, after the 
visitation of 1400, by the prince of Wales on 2 November, 1400, 
and the seal of the hospital delivered on 30 November to Master 
John Layot, dean of St. John's church, as Rothbury's proctor 
(C.R.R.). He occurs as warden in 1401-2. A Robert Rothbury 
was prebendary of Mapesbury in St. Paul's, London, 1419-1424, 
and rector of Stepney 1419 to 1422 (resigned). (Hennessey op. cit.) 
1426 JOHN DE THORNTON. Grant of wardenship 
July 4. during pleasure (i.e. on probation). Appointment 
for life 1439, Dec. 4., on surrender of grant of 1426 (C.R.R.); 
parson of Dodleston c. 1423 to c. 1453; chaplain of Chester castle 
1414-1461, with ^5 p.a. salary and 6s. 8d. for wine and lights at 
time of Masses. He occurs as warden in 1448 and died c. 1453. 
1448-9 JOHN MASSEY, chaplain. Grant of wardenship 
Feb. 3. for life. A further grant to one of same name,

1461, May 29 (C.R.R.). 
(?) 1459. (?) HUGH TAYLOR. According to Morris and

Ormerod, but no evidence has occurred. Possibly 
chaplain.
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1476 WILLIAM THOMAS, chaplain. Appointment for 
April 15. life as warden; he occurs as such in 1478-9 and

in 1477 as " Master W.T." a steward of the court
of Histrionics at Chester (C.R.R.).

1485 THOMAS CREWE, clerk, called " scholar of 
Nov. 3. University of Oxford," in documents; grant

for life as warden; called " late " warden in 1530 ;
not in Alum. Oxon. 

c. 1537. ROBERT JONES or JOHNS. According to
Morris, as early as 1526. See p. 76.

1540 WALTER BUCKLER. Appointment on death 
Nov. 21. of last warden (L. and P. Henrv VLll, xvi, 142).

Possibly the same as Sir Walter Buckler, fellow of 
Merton, Oxford, principal of St. Alban Hall, 1527, P.C. to Queen 
Elizabeth (Alum. Oxon.}.
1553 RICHARD LYELL, D.C.L., fellow of All Souls', 
June 15. Oxford, 1527. Paid first first fruits on induction

as incumbent of hospital and may have been 
chaplain only and not warden. He was a religious commissioner 
tinder Ed. VI, and canon and precentor of Wells, 1552 (A him. Oxon.). 
c. 1562. WILLIAM HAYWORTH, clerk. As warden he

granted leases; grant not noticed. Possibly of
B.N.C. Oxford. 

1565 DAVID PHILLIPS. According to Morris and
Ormerod, but no evidence noticed. 

Before 1596. RICHARD YOUNCE. Morris says became warden
1583. Removed from wardenship March 1601-2
(C.R.R.). (Morris's list ends here.)

1601 PETER SHARP. Appointed for life (C.R.R.); 
May 25. B.A. Camb., 1575; B.N.C. Oxford, B.D., 1590;

rector of Heswall, 1582, and Dodleston, co. Chester, 
1596-1616; prebendary and canon of Chester Cathedral; sinecure 
rector of Pennant, Montgomery, 1595, and of Llanrwst, 1601; 
bur. at Dodleston May I, 1616.
1615 THOMAS CORBIN, of Westminster. Grant of 
July 19. wardenship for life, on death and resignation of

P. Sharp (C.R.R.). Possibly never effective. Ad 
mitted Gray's Inn 8 March, 1614-15. 

1616. GEORGE HOPE and WILLIAM HOPE (of
Dodleston). March 7, grant to Geo. Hope on 

surrender of P. Sharp, with reversion, to William Hope on surrender 
of Thos. Corbin; April 27, grant to Geo. and Wm. Hope (Cal.
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State Papers Domestic 1611-18, pp. 353, 363). Geo. Hope probably 
held office until his death, before 1658.
1631 THOMAS MAINWARING. Grant in reversion 
Feb. 28. (Cal. S. P. Dom. 1629-31, p. 553). Possibly never

effective.
1658 MAYOR AND CORPORATION OF CHESTER. 
June 23. Letters patent by Oliver Cromwell (in possession

of the Corporation). 
1660. ROGER WHITLEY, Colonel. April, flat for

appointment; 14 June, grant for life (Cal. S. P. 
Dom.). He rebuilt the Hospital. For an account of this distin 
guished soldier, M.P. and mayor of Chester, see Trans. Hist. Soc. 
L. and C., Ixvii, 180. He died 1697, July X 7- His daughter 
Elizabeth married Sir John Mainwaring, Bt., of Peover, co. Chester. 
1685 MAYOR AND CORPORATION OF CHESTER. 
Feb. 4. Grant in reversion on death, surrender or forfeiture

of Roger Whitley, by clause in general city charter 
of 1685. The corporation retained the wardenship and lands until 
the establishment of an independent charity in 1836.




