
EUXTON MARKET. 

By E. Cuthbert Woods, L.D.S.
Read March uth, 1025.

fTlHE following abstract of a deed in my possession, being 
J- a charter passed by Edward I. in 1301, has been 
kindly made for me by Mr. Robert Gladstone, M.A., 
B.C.L., one of our vice-presidents:

Grant to Robert de Eukeston and his heirs of a weekly market 
on Tuesdays at his manor of Eukeston in Lancashire, and of an 
annual lair there on St. Barnabas' day (June nth), provided that 
such market and fair be not to the injury of neighbouring markets 
and fairs. Also grant to the same of free warren in all his demesne 
lands in the said manor, provided that there is no infringement of 
the king's forest, and grant that no one may enter upon such 
demesne lands to drive or catch any animal pertaining to warren, 
without the license of the said Robert or his heirs under a penalty 
to the king of £ lo.

Witnesses: John de Warenne, earl of Surrey; Ralph de Mont- 
hermer, earl of Gloucester and Hertford; Aynier de Valence; 
John de St. John the elder; Hugh le Despenser; John de Segrave; 
Walter de Beauchamp, steward of our household, and others.

Given by our hand at Linliscu (Linlithgo), 2 Dec. in the 
thirtieth year of our reign (1301).

By writ of Privy Seal.
(In right hand corner) Sumry.

The charter is written on a small piece of parchment, 
measuring 7! ins. by g| ins.; attached to it is the Great 
Seal of England, 3 J ins. by 4 ins.

The manor of Euxton was in 1086 assessed at two 
ploughlands and was a member of the barony of Pen- 
wortham. In 1212 it was found that Roger de Lacy had 
granted the service of the two ploughlands in Euxton to 
Robert Bussel, and some forty years later Adam de 
Holland is found to be the most important personage in
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the place; it is supposed he married a co-heir of Bussel. 
Adam de Holland was in time succeeded by Robert de 
Holland, to whom, as " Robert de Eukeston," in 1301 
the king granted the above charter, which is officially 
recorded in Charter Roll 95 (30 Edward I, m. 6, no. 49).

Joan the daughter of Robert married William de 
Molyneux.son of the lord of Sefton, and down to 1729 the 
manor remained in the Molyneux family, but was then 
sold. Later it was acquired by Wm. Ince Anderton of 
Euxton, in whose family it has remained till the present 
time. 1 The Holland arms are Azure powdered with 
flour de lis, a lion rampant guardant argent; over all a 
bendlet gules.

The witnesses to the charter are interesting as those of 
leading men of the day. Their biographies, except one, can 
be read in the Dictionary of National Biography, or the 
Complete Peerage, and I have found accounts of them in 
Lord Howard de Walden's book, Some Feudal Lords and 
their Seals, and from this I have taken the following notes: 

John earl of Warenne in childhood succeeded his father 
William, son of Hameline, an illegitimate half-brother of 
Henry II. Generally he adhered to the king's side in the 
Barons' war, and in 1264 had to fly to France; but next 
year he fought on the victorious side at Evesham. He is 
the hero of the story of the proud lord who, when called 
upon to show by what title he held his lands, pointed to an 
ancient and rusty sword, saying: " By the sword I hold; 
by the sword I will hold." He took part in the siege of 
Carlaverock Castle in 1300, and is thus commemorated 
by the heraldic poet:

John the good earl of Warenne
Of the other squadron held the reins
To regulate and govern
As he who well knew how to lead
Noble and honourable men.
His banner with gold and azure
Was nobly chequered.

1 V.C.H. Lanes., vi, iS, 19.
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He died at Kennington near London, 27 Sept., 1305, 
and was buried at Lewes Priory as " Sire Jehan Count de 
Gareyn."

Ralph de Monthermcr, an esquire of the Earl of 
Gloucester, after his lord's death married secretly his 
widow, the king's daughter. Great was the royal indig 
nation and Ralph was imprisoned for a time; but he was 
pardoned and proved so brave a knight that he became a 
favourite and during his wife's lifetime was known as 
earl of (jloucester. He was at the seige of Carlaverock and 
as earl bore the ("lare arms on his banner, though vested 
in his own coat, as the roll recites:

Of fine gold with three red chevrons 
He had there only a banner; 
Yet he made no bad appearance 
When he was attired in his own arms, 
Which were yellow with a green eagle.

He died about 1325.
Aymer de Valence, earl of Pembroke, was nephew of 

Henry III, being son of that king's half-brother. He 
took part in the Scottish wars of Edward I, and at 
Carlaverock

Aymer de Valence the valiant 
, , ;'i) ' Bore a handsome banner there
;,.,';;,   . ... Of silver and azure barry, 

Surrounded by a border 
Of red martlets.

Piers Gaveston, the favourite of Edward II, is said to 
have nicknamed him " Joseph the Jew," because he was 
tall and of a pallid complexion. He died in Compiegne, 
while on an embassy in 1324. His widow, Mary de St. Pol, 
founded Pembroke College in Cambridge. His tomb is in 
Westminster Abbey.

John St. John of Halnaker, Sussex, was accounted the 
foremost commander of his age, and was the real leader 
(under Prince Edward) of le quarte eschiele at Carlaverock.
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The brave John de St. John 
Was everywhere with him [Edward], 
Wlio on all his white comparisons 
Had upon a red chief two gold mullets.

He died at Lochmaben Castle in 1302.
Hugh le Despenser, probably " the elder," father of 

Hugh " the younger." The two are prominent in the 
troubles of the reign of Edward II, whose favourites they 
became. After being banished they were recalled, and 
after the defeat of the earl of Lancaster at Boroughbridge 
in 1322 they became supreme, and the elder Hugh was 
created earl of Winchester. On the king's fall, both were 
declared traitors and executed in 1326.

John de Segrave succeeded his father Nicholas as 2nd 
lord Segrave in 1295. He fought in the Scottish wars of 
Edward I and Edward II, and is said to have died in 
Aquitaine in 1325.

Walter de Beauchamp of Alcester, a younger son of 
William Beauchamp of Elmley, was one of the knights of 
his elder brother William earl of Warwick in the expedition 
against Llewelyn. He served also in Gascony and Scot 
land, and at Carlaverock.

Walter de Beauchamp bore there 
Six martlets of gold in a red field 
With a fesse instead of a dancette: 
A knight, according to my opinion, 
One of the best among them all 
If he had not been too rash and daring. 
But you will never hear anyone speak 
Of the seneschal but there is a " but."

He was steward of the King's household in 1293, and 
died in 1303.


