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THE " FRENCH CHAPEL " IN SCOTLAND ROAD, 

1804 1832.

By Alfred de Curzon. 

Read 28 February, 1924.

rriHERE is a charm in looking back on ancient places, 
J- an elation in rummaging into obscurity, where names 
and shrines are falling into oblivion by the action of time; 
so many facts are forgotten, and so quickly too ! The 
reaper is not the sower, and does not know him; he does 
not care for his work, may be. And though the links are 
not broken entirely, the remembrance is dim and disap 
pears bit by bit. Who, for example, remembers the 
" French Chapel " in Liverpool? It was taken down in 
1833, the last French priest who officiated in it died in 
1845, and there is not a single stone of it left.

It is to prevent it from being quite forgotten that these 
lines are written, and also to point out a new link of the 
chain which, in spite of wars and misunderstandings, has 
ever united French and British people, intent on the 
same charity towards the poor and the destitute.

When at the end of the XVIIth century, many English 
or Scotch gentlemen followed King James II to France, 
hospitality was freely tendered to them. In 1792 French 
emigres found in England practical help and kindness; 
the British Government allowed them subsidies at a time 
when the cost of living was increasing and scarcity 
menaced its own people. Such actions make ties that 
must not be forgotten, although misunderstandings arise 
too often.

Among the emigres who came to England in 1793, 
there was a priest, the Rev. Fr. Jean Baptiste Antoine
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Gerardot, who was to make a special and conspicuous 
figure in the history of rising Liverpool. Born at Chateau- 
Thierry on the 30th June, 1753, ordained at Laon on the 
igth September, 1778, he entered the order of the Regular 
Canons of St. Augustine, of the Ste. Genevieve reform. 
This order, created at Senlis in 1060 by King Henri I of 
France, owned at the end of the XVIIIth century 67 
abbeys and 28 priories, peopled by 1,300 monks. One of 
the priories was Blesmes, depending on the Essomes 
abbey near Chateau-Thierry, whose Canon Gerardot was 
made a rector. When the troubles arose in France, he 
refused to take the religious oath to which the Holy See 
objected, and at the end of 1793, after long tarrying, he 
was compelled to leave France and cross to England, as 
many had done before him.

He went direct to London, and from there to Liverpool, 
where we see him as a French teacher at Vernon Hall, 
Edgehill, in the college founded in 1789 by Rev. Fr. 
Gregory Cowley, O.S.B. This last priest died in 1799, 
and Fr. Gerardot then left Vernon Hall to live at 19 
Houghton Street, Liverpool, as a French teacher as before, 
and we know that a good part of his time was employed 
in helping and cheering the French and Spanish prisoners 
of war in the Borough Gaol in Great Howard Street.

In 1804 he moved to the then farthest corner of Liver 
pool, to Mile End, in the new Scotland Road, where he 
bought a piece of land and erected a chapel St. Anthony's, 
with a little presbytery and an orchard near by.

In the beginning of the XlXth century, Scotland Road 
was not a big item in the streets of Liverpool. Begun in 
1771 as a shortening of the ancient road to Scotland, it did 
not, for a long time, go much further than Byrom Street, 
and its scanty buildings stopped at Dryden Street and 
Mile End. Mile End was then practically the termination 
of the street, being one mile from the Exchange; there, 
between Dryden Street and Bevington Hill, was St.
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Anthony's Place, so called from Fr. Gerardot's chapel. 
Till 1827 Dryden Street was the limit of the town; 
beyond it there were only pastures and brickfields, with 
large holes where water used to lodge and people were 
found drowned at times. 1

From Mile End it was easy to reach the Borough Gaol 
in Great Howard Street, the " French Prison," by Arley 
Street and Chisenale Street, which bounded the town on 
the north. On one side they were building houses, with 
large spaces still vacant; on the other side were pastures 
and wilderness. The Leeds Canal was crossed at Chise 
nale Street bridge, and through Love Lane Great Howard 
Street was reached. It was a walk of a mile amid brick 
fields and pastures, where flocks of sheep were grazing.

About 1798 Irish people crossing to England and staying 
in Liverpool needed shelters; cellars were full of such poor 
immigrants, and although some people favoured cellars 
as dwellings instead of garrets, the mortality there was 
appalling. Many of these destitute vagrants looked to 
the periphery of Liverpool for shelter and life. And so 
they came to Scotland Road, and its empty spaces and 
waste lands, to Soho Street and Great Homer Street. 
It was for them, as well as for the French prisoners of war 
in Great Howard Street that Fr. Gerardot came in 1804 
and settled in that much despised place.

He was not the only attraction in Mile End; good 
people came there to solace themselves in country games, 
as they do yet around Liverpool. " The Mile House 
opposite Virgil Street," Stonehouse tells us, " was kept 
by one Kitty Eccleston, who was famous in her time for 
making meat pies." A little farther off an inn, the 
Throstle Nest, was renowned for its host, one Falvey, a 
distinguished Latinist and Hellenist, a passionate con- 
trovertist and sometime a candidate for Parliament. 1

Fr. Gerardot bought a piece of land between Dryden

1 Stonehouse, Streets of Liverpool, p. 45.



T
62 The " French Chapel "

Street, Grenville Street and Scotland Road, the capacity 
of which we do not know, but which together with its 
buildings was worth £3,000 in iSiG. 1 The chapel and 
presbytery, with a little orchard, which he had built was 
not very large; Picton tells us that it was only " a little 
quaint-looking brick building, surmounted by a cross, 
with a modest residence by its side." 2 The outside of the 
chapel measured 55 ft. 8 ins. by 32 ft., the walls being
1 ft. i| ins. thick. Guides to Liverpool, when speaking 
of it, state that it was absolutely without any interest for 
strangers.

This chapel was called St. Anthony's from its founder, 
and soon gave its own name to the bit of Scotland Road, 
where it was erected, the spot being called St. Anthony's 
Place from 1804 onwards. If such was the true name of 
this chapel it quickly got another one by which it was 
known afterwards the " French Chapel." Really it 
was a true French church by its origin, and by the priests 
who during more than twenty years served it.

At that time there were only three Roman Catholic 
churches in Liverpool; the chapel in Sir Thomas's 
Buildings, opened in 1788 by the Jesuits and closed in 
1813; St. Peter's in Seel Street, opened by the Benedictines 
in 1788; and the more ancient St. Mary's in Edmund 
Street, twice destroyed and twice rebuilt, which had been 
served by the Jesuits. This last was far from being 
sufficient, and much too central for the new Liverpool, 
where there were more than 10,000 Catholics.

It is easy to see that the opening of the French Chapel 
was a great help for the many poor people thirsting for 
spiritual comfort as well as for keeping peace among the 
new-comers from Ireland and the more ancient citizens of 
Liverpool. Thus non-catholics also rejoiced at this 
event: and people say that Fr. Gerardot was helped in

1 French Consulate Archives, 1817, No. 29.
2 Picton, Memorials of Liverpool, ii, p. 327,
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the building of his chapel by a wealthy Protestant gentle 
man. 1 We cannot ascertain the truth of this: the fact is 
that in 1817 he owed £1500 mortgaged on his estate. 2

Every sympathy and consideration was quickly shown 
to this French priest, whose dignity of life and the hard 
times he had encountered in his own country commended 
him to the hearts of his new fellow-citizens. It may seem 
astonishing to see a foreigner, and what is more the 
citizen of a country with which England was at war, and 
moreover, a Roman Catholic clergyman, so well esteemed 
and praised by the British people. The fact is that he did 
not suffer from the religious riots of 1807 ; 3 the Erench 
Chapel worked calmly through the difficulties and hard 
times of 1803 to 1815, through the famine of the winter of 
1808-9, helping those who came to its shelter, comforting 
souls and maybe bodies as well, and being a beacon of 
peace in that tempest of general uneasiness and unrest 
which prevailed till the battle of Waterloo.

They say that Fr. Gerardot had a knowledge of medicine 
and performed astonishing cures, specially in cases of 
dropsy, some of long standing. 4 Thus may be for physical 
help, may be for spiritual solace and comfort, may be for 
mere curiosity's sake, people came from afar, attending 
his chapel on special occasions, sympathetically interested 
and peaceful. 5

It is a pity that no records have been kept of those days 
of struggle, where a Frenchman took his place amongst 
strangers and was so helpful to them. But we only have .,. 
a few lines concerning him in two or three authors who ' 
lived years after his death, the baptismal registers of his 
little chapel, and his grave; and this last was so thoroughly

1 Th. Burke, Catholic History of Liverpool, p. 31.
2 French Consulate Archives, 1817, No. 29.
3 Lord Grenville fell in 1807 after the rejection of a bill annulling the penal 

laws against Catholics, a rejection due to the King himself. Parliament was 
dissolved and elections were made on the cry of " No Popery."

4 David Thorn, Liverpool Churches and Chapels, pp. 82-83.
5 Th. Burke, op. cit.
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forgotten that it was very difficult to know where to look 
for it.

The baptismal registers are very eloquent in their 
simplicity and insufficiency; begun in the nth of Nov 
ember, 1804, by Fr. Gerardot, they were closed in January 
the 22nd, 1828, by his successor. But they show us the 
work done by their writer, show us too, one characteristic 
of the French Chapel; it was a haven for the French 
emigre priests. They came here for rest, and when 
strength had come back, they started forth to new 
battles for the faith. English priests came too; they 
helped the " rector " to minister to his parishioners, and 
the prisoners of war parishioners themselves of Fr. 
Gerardot, and may be the best loved. In 1806, the name 
of Fr. Lewis Cooper appears on the registers for the first 
four months; then Abbot J. de Calonne comes forward 
for the last five; it may be there was little accommodation 
at the rectory, and room for one guest only at a time. 
In May, 1807, the Abbot Jos. Blot signs the registers and 
seems to be a real curate of Fr. Gerardot: he lives with 
him till February, 1810, and Gore's Directory tells us he 
lodged at St. Anthony's Place with the rector. When he 
goes, an Englishman comes in June, 1810, Fr. Baines. 
And at last, we find the name of the best friend of Fr. 
Gerardot, the Canon Henri Orre.

The Rev. Henri Julie Orre was born in 1755. He came 
from an ancient family of Thouars in Poitou, whose 
representatives were severely treated by the Revolution. 1 
He was a canon of the chapter of St. Peter in Thouars and 
chaplain of the chapel of Champorte, in the parish of 
Vieux-Pouzauges. As such, he was an elector at the

1 One of the family, Andre Orrc-Duplessis, was guillotined at Saumur on 
December 2oth, 1793. He was a retired officer, who had lost a leg in the wars 
and been awarded the cross of St. Louis. When on the scaffold he cried : 
" I have given a leg to my King, I give my soul to God, and my wig to the 
scoundrels."
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Assembly of the Clergy of Poitou, in 1789, previous to the 
Etats-Generaux.

We do not know much about him, except that in 1809 
he arrived in Liverpool, where he taught French. He 
had probably left France before 1793. He had a real 
liking for tuition and it was his career while helping 
Fr. Gerardot and visiting prisoners of war. What is 
more, he remained as teacher in Liverpool after the 
French Restoration, instead of returning to his country.

He lived at 54 Christian Street from the time he came 
to Liverpool, and occupied the same house still in 1839, 
when Gore's Directory records him for the last time. He 
was certainly an able teacher, for he was chosen as such by 
the Liverpool Royal Institution, and appears among its 
lecturers and masters from its inauguration on November 
25th, 1817, till 1831. L In October, 1817, he was deputy- 
rector at St. Anthony's during an absence of Fr. Gerardot; 
then in December, 1824, he signed the registers of St. 
Anthony's for his friend, and at last in September, 1825, 
he closed the eyes of the rector, and managed for the 
French Chapel till November 3rd, when the Rev. Peter 
Wilcock was appointed as rector by the Vicar Apostolic of 
the North District.

Canon Orre seems then to be really a curate for Fr. 
Wilcock, smoothing, may be, the transition from the 
French to the British rule in St. Anthony's. Gore shows 
him at that time as living at St. Anthony's Place. But 
in January, 1828, the baptismal registers of the French 
Chapel our only source of information in Liverpool 
concerning Canon Orre being closed, we do not know 
any more about him.

What became of him when he left his house in Christian 
Street after 1839 ? Was he received by some friendly 
household, who pitied his great age and his loneliness ?

1 The report of the Institution dateJ 12 February, i^;o, still contains the 
Rev. Orre's name as French teacher; but the report of 1833 gives a fresh list 
of masters in which the French master is a Mr. Gillet.
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We do not know. There only remains to tell about him 
a gravestone, pointing out the date of his death, Sep 
tember 26th, 1845, at 90 years of age, and in the Liber 
Defunctorum of the new St. Anthony's is a line stating 
that his obsequies occurred on the 2nd of October of the 
same year.

For many years the French Chapel was a centre for the 
French colony in Liverpool; a very small colony it was 
then, owing to the war. Importance was, by it, given to 
its rector, as well as by his piety, his devotion to his duties, 
his visiting the prisoners of war as well as the common 
thieves, his establishing of some rudimentary school for his 
flock.1 Fr. Gerardot had an apostolical genius, and he 
was a daring man. To dare is often to conquer. People 
like those who dare to do what they deem good, and are 
not afraid of responsibilities. And such was the case with 
Fr. Gerardot, who could in 1813 advertise and manage a 
solemn midnight Mass for that year's Christmas: "The 
front of the chapel was illuminated by candles arranged 
in the shape of a star and the initial letters J C; the 
music of the Mass was taken from the compositions of 
Webbe and Cassuli, Novello's harmonized version of the 
Adeste fideles was sung at the offertory, and Handel's 
pastoral symphony from the Messiah was rendered." 2 
Everything was as quiet and dignified as it could have been 
now.

When speaking about the French Chapel, and its 
rector's activity in Liverpool, we may not forget that this 
rector was a Frenchman, and as such had many political 
duties to perform towards his countrymen. The French 
Consulate was erected in 1815; and without saying that 
Fr. Gerardot held the place of a consul, we may say that he 
was the soul of the few French people living around him, 
helping them and comforting them in their hopes as well as 
in their material difficulties.

1 French Consulate, passim.
2 Burke, op. cit., p. 31.
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And then we see the attraction of Liverpool for this 
energetic French priest. When Waterloo re-opened to 
the emigres the doors of their country, we should suppose 
that Fr. Gerardot would have been glad to go back to his 
priory he had forgotten a little, dare we say ? But no. 
He was held by a thousand links to that Liverpool which 
had been so kind to him. How could he leave that small 
parish he had founded, these poor parishioners who loved 
him ? Everything clung to him and prevented him from 
going. He remained then. He remained, certainly with 
a longing for his country, but also with an unavowecl wish 
to see the failure of every attempt to leave.

It may be there was as well a more personal motive in 
his conduct. In 1807 the see of Soissons was held by an 
ex-" jureur " bishop who had filled the places of the 
canons and deans with ex-" constitutionnels " priests 
like himself. It is easy to understand that if he returned 
to his former diocese, Fr. Gerardot, who had held strong to 
his faith and gone in exile for it, would have had a difficult 
time amongst them.

Canon Orre remained too. Like Fr. Gerardot, he was 
now an old man: both of them lived in England for more 
than twenty years: the priory of Fr. Gerardot was rilled 
up by some other priest, the chapter of Canon Orre was 
destroyed, and maybe he was almost penniless himself. 
Where should he go ? Moreover, they were useful in 
Liverpool and well could they say: Home is where we do 
good: patria est ubi bene agimus.

However, a day came when Fr. Gerardot learned that 
King Louis XVIII had erected anew the Chapter of 
St. Denys, as a retreat for old priests who had, with 
devotion served God and their King. It was a golden 
opportunity: he did not let it go, and in January, 1817, he 
wrote to the Great Almoner of France, begging to be 
made a canon. But numerous were the claims for 
canons' places, numerous were the priests who had been 
obliged to rush from France because of their religious or
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political principles, so numerous that Fr. Gerardot's 
petition seems not to have been taken into consideration. 
May be he was not very sorry about it: his petition was 
not too enthusiastic, and the fact is that, although the 
French Consul was urgent about it on the French Foreign 
Office, Fr. Gerardot did not renew his letter. He had 
acknowledged, however, the burden of old age; and may 
be it was at a moment of weariness that he had entertained 
a very curious idea.

A canonry at St. Denys, with prebend, would have been 
for him a shelter with a retiring pension to live on. He 
offered, through the Consul, his little freehold in Scotland 
Road to the King to be given by him to any religious 
institution he deemed right, in exchange for such a 
canonry. This freehold was worth £3,000 as we have 
already seen, and the mortgage was easy to cancel. St. 
Anthony's chapel would have been served as before. Fr. 
Gerardot had written an act or will to this effect. But 
soon did he tear it up, without waiting till the matter was 
settled. 1 Decidedly, since he was in Liverpool, he must 
stop here for good.

Certainly life was more cheerful for him now: the 
French Consul, the Chevalier Masclet, a man of refined 
taste and culture, and very friendly with Fr. Gerardot, 
worked hand in hand with him in matters concerning 
French people in Liverpool; he could write to France, 
perhaps see old friends, or receive tokens of their remem 
brance. Then he was a bit of a chaplain for the French 
Consulate; so that on January 22nd, 1816, when the 
Chevalier Masclet wanted to have a solemn Requiem Mass 
sung for the repose of the soul of the late King Louis XVI, 
it was sung at St. Anthony's; and the prominent citizens 
of Liverpool were eager to be present at the function. 2 
There was the same ceremony in 1817, and maybe in the 
years after.

1 French Consulate Archives, Anno 1817, No. 29.
2 Ibid. Anno 1816, No. 10.
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Since the King had his own again, justly might his 
supporters hope for great things as well for themselves as 
for their country. And one day, in May, 1822, Fr. 
Gerardot's fidelity was rewarded at last; he was made a 
canon of Rheims cathedral, the second in the kingdom, 
the church of the King's coronation, with a very honour 
able rank amongst the canons of this chapter, being the 
first after the four archdeacons, as " Canon, Treasurer and 
Dignitary of Rheims Cathedral."

This conferment of a canonry may have been an 
acknowledgement for a gift to the Rheims seminary, made 
in 1817; or a kindness by the ex-Archbishop of Rheims, 
Mgr. de Talleyrand-Perigord, emigre in London, to whose 
province Fr. Gerardot belonged, Soissons being a suffragan 
see of Rheims; or perhaps a compensation for the rejection 
of the St. Denys canonry ?

We may be sure that Fr. Gerardot was more satisfied 
by that honorary canonry, which allowed him to remain 
among his flock, than by a rich prebend which would have 
obliged him to part from them.

Two years later, in 1824, he appeared at a general 
meeting held in Liverpool for the emancipation of the 
Catholics. And in 1825, he died in the arms of his friend 
Fr. Orre, on September i4th. He was buried in his own 
chapel, before the altar. But he was not alone. Two 
other priests lay there already; the French Abbot Joseph 
Louis Dorival, of whom we do not know anything except 
his name, and Rev. Fr. Joseph Emmot, S.J., " vir aposto- 
licae pietatis," formerly rector at Gill Moss, who died at 
83 years of age, in 1816.

Some years more, and the French Chapel, too small for 
its parishioners, disappeared before the present St. 
Anthony's opened on September 2Qth, 1833, some hundred 
yards further on. The bodies of Fr. Gerardot and the two 
other priests, as well as that of a woman, Mary Kayes, a 
benefactress, perhaps, of the first years of the French
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Chapel, were translated, on the 24th of October the same 
year to the vaults of the new church; and there, in 1845, 
came Canon Orre to take his last repose near his old 
friend.

Habent sua fata . . . Nothing remains of the French 
Chapel; shops have been built on its site, streets have 
been opened on its land; the city has grown further, 
further around it, and has forgotten it. It is to prevent 
its name from being absolutely lost, and also to record a 
time of close friendship between French and English that 
I have written these words.

THE GRAVE STONE OF FATHER GERARDOT.

MEMORIAE , SACRUM
J. B. A. * GERARDOT 

SACERDOTIS IN GALLIA NATI
CUJUS CORPUS JACET 

ANTE ALTARE MAJUS HUJUS
ECCLESIAE

GUAM IPSE AEDIFICAVIT 
AC PER ANNOS XX GUBERNAVIT

E SUO LOCO EJECTUS 
PATRIAQUE OB FIDEI CONFESSIONEM

EXPULSUS
HIC TANDEM ANIMAM CHRISTO 

REDDIDIT DIE 14 SEPT.
ANNO DOMINI 1825 

AETATIS SUAE ....
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