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on the " pile," the " trussell " was applied to the upper side of it 
by means of a twisted wand, or by the hand, and the moneyer 
then struck the end of the puncheon with the hammer until the 
impression was produced on the " flan." 1

The suggestion conveyed by Trussell, trestle, saltire and fretty, 
is perhaps far-fetched and may be no more than a coincidence, 
but our ancestors in mediaeval times revelled in symbolism, often 
of a very obscure kind. It was the literature of an illiterate age, 
as only the few could then read the written book.

Burke gives: 
Muccleston Vert, on a fesse between 3 greyhounds' heads 

erased argent, 3 crosses pat6e gules. No ancient user can be found.

IV. THE CHURCH.

Preceding the present edifice Thurstaston has had two 
churches. Of the first not a stone remains in situ nor, as 
far as the writer can perceive, has a single fragment of 
carving been preserved in any wall or building in the 
parish; searches among the collections at the Bodleian, 
the Free Library, Liverpool, and the documents at the 
Diocesan Registry, Chester, yield nothing, except that in 
1671 the chancel was in bad repair; so that the author is 
driven to make up such an account as is possible from the 
earlier printed labours of others. 2

The earliest record of a church is about 1125, when 
Matthew de Ruelant (i.e. of Rhuddlan) granted the 
" church " to the abbey of St. Werburgh, Chester, the gift 
(this time as a " chapel ") being confirmed by his son. 3

1 cf. New English Dictionary.
2 Gastrell's Notilia Cestr. (diet. Soc.); Lysons' Cheshire (in " Magna Bri 

tannia," 1810); Ormerod's Hist of Cheshire (ed.T. Helsby, 1882); W. Mortimer's 
Wirral (1847); Sulley's Wirral (1889); W. F. Irvine's Notes on the Parish 
Churches of Wirral (Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., xlvii, 134); and Rackham's 
MS. Note Book, now at Thurstaston, in the vestry.

3 Chartulary of Chester Abbey (Chetham Soc. M.S., LXXIX), Pt. i, 48, 125.
Matheus de Ruelant dedit ecclcsiam de Thurstancstonacum suis pertinentiis 

quando Simon frater ejus factus est monachus. Teste Roberto de Petraponte 
multisque aliis (1121-29).

Willelmus filius Mathei de Thurstautona quiete clamauit ecclesie saucte 
Werburge capellam de Thurstanton imperpetuum.
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The use of the word capella alternately with ecclesia 
shows that Thurstaston had not become a clearly inde 
pendent parish. It was probably cut out of West Kirby 
and Woodchurch before the end of the century.

According to the local historians this church endured 
until 1820, when it was taken down. It is described as a 
mean building, extremely small, low and dark, consisting 
of a nave, semicircular chancel and bell turret; there was 
also a " Saxon door with zigzag mouldings." Lysons' 
notes describe it as "a small church, with turret; 
chancel, ancient, semicircular; narrow window in the 
depth of the wall but not pointed; font octagon, very 
rude and clumsy. 1 Antiquaries at any rate will regret 
its destruction.

It was replaced in 1824 by another plain stone building, 
the tower of which still remains, and bears inset in its wall 
on the north side part of an ancient inscription (formerly 
under a window on the south side of the church), which 
reads:

SANCTI BERTHLMI, IOHN WITTMOR, WILLIAM HOE . . .

The lettering is incomplete, GARDIANI being probably the 
missing word, so that the inscription commemorates John 
Whitmore and William Hoe, churchwardens of St. 
Bartholomew's.

The outside dimensions of the tower, which, as usual 
stood at the west end of the nave, are roughly 14 ft. on the 
east and west sides by 9 ft. 9 in. on the north and south. 
The outline of the nave can still be traced by the turf 
mounds, and it appears to have measured about 22 feet 
wide and 43 ft. long. This second church is described by 
Owen, the Manchester " Old Mortality " who visited it, 
as " like an ordinary meeting house, suitable only for a 
Quaker congregation, with a small tower of the like 
character." 2

1 Add. MS. (B.M.) 9466, f. 14.
- Owen MSS. Vol. xix, p. 210.
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After enduring about fifty years this church in its turn 
was displaced. At a vestry meeting held 23 March, 1871, 
the pulling down of the church was approved and in July 
the executors of Joseph Hegan set apart £4500 for a new 
church. On the 7th of July, 1874, an order of the Queen 
in Council gave the next presentation to Grace Ellen 
Kennard (wife of A. S. Kennard) in consideration of their 
intention to build a new church and of their having paid 
£500 to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for the aug 
mentation of the living.

The existing beautiful edifice, designed by Mr. J. 
Loughborough Pearson, R.A., was erected to the memory 
of Joseph Hegan of Dawpool by his daughters, Mrs. Agnes 
Kennard and Mrs. Grace Ellen Kennard,1 and was con 
secrated by William (Stubbs) Bishop of Chester, under the 
title of the church of St. Bartholomew on the 7th of 
January 1886, the Rev. F. E. Thurland being then rector. 
On the I5th of January [? 1886] a citation was issued for a 
faculty to take down the old church, using the materials 
for building a wall to enclose the new churchyard and 
transferring all monuments to the tower of the old church 
or to the new church at private expense, the same having 
been approved at a vestry meeting held on the i6th of 
November, 1885. On the 8th of April following the 
instrument of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, by which 
the new church of St. Bartholomew was substituted for the 
old one, as the parish church of Thurstaston, was issued. 2

The following account of the donors of the church may 
fitly be inserted in this place. Joseph Hegan of Dawpool 
and Barnston was born about 1795, and dying at Pau in 
1865 was buried at Woodchurch under an ornamental 
altar tomb near the east wall of the churchyard; the 
inscription on it reads:

Joseph Hegan died April v. MDCCCLXV | in the Lxxth year of 
his age. | [text] | also Ann Saunders, for xxv years a faithful and

1 See Inscription, page 103.
2 Rackham's Note Book.

H
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valued servant | in the family of Joseph Hegan Esq. died suddenly 
March vn. MDCCCLXI, | aged LI years [text] | Anne Elizabeth, 
wife of Joseph Hegan, | of Barnston and Dawpool, in this county, 

| died January xxi, MDCCCXLVIII, | aged xxxvn years.

On the west wall of Barnston church, above the font, 
and near the entrance from the porch (which is on the 
north side), is an ornamental white marble tablet which 
was removed to its present position from Thurstaston: 

Sacred to the memory of | JOSEPH HEGAN, | of Dawpool, 
Esquire, | who died at Pau, in the south of France, | on the 5th 
day of April 1865, | in the yoth year of his age [text].

Mr. Hegan married Anne Elizabeth daughter of 
John Waterhouse, of Wellhead, Halifax, and relict of 
John Lees Edwards, who died 27 December, 1835. (See 
her M.I. p. no, and Burke's Landed Gentry). She is 
commemorated at Woodchurch also by a window in the 
south wall of the chancel, with this inscription: 

To the honour of God and the memory | of A. E. Hegan 1848 
This window is | dedicated by her husband and children. |

It will be noted that the date of Mrs. Hegan's death on 
the brass at Thurstaston differs from that on the altar 
tomb at Woodchurch.

Mr. Hegan left issue two co-heiresses: 
i. Grace Ellen, first wife of Adam Steinmetz Kennard 

of Belmore, Bishop's Waltham, county Southampton, 
born June, 1833, J.P. for that county and High Sheriff 
1885, son of John Peirse Kennard of Hordle Cliff in the 
said county (cf. Burke's Landed Gentry; Armorial 
Families, 1902). They left issue.

ii. Agnes, married in 1868 Colonel Edmund Hegan 
Kennard, V.D., M.P., F.R.G.S., late 8th Hussars, of 
Great Tangley Manor, Guildford; brother of above A. S. 
Kennard. She died 22 Jan. 1906 and he on gth July, 1912. 
They also left issue.

Until 1724 the church stood within the courtyard of 
Thurstaston Hall, as is shown by the following record of 
that date:
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The church stands wthin ye Courts belonging to the Hall 
(steeple added to it since it was built); Whilmorc Man* and all y" 
Floor of y e Body of ye Church to ye Chancell Door. No one beside 
ye Family can prescribe to Bury there, to whom every foot of ye 
L'ds'p belongs; from whence it seems plain y* ye Body of ye 
Church was formerly a Chappell to ye Hall. The Glebe lyes in ye 
midst of Mr. Whit more's demesne, who prescribes to pay 4* p[er] 
an[num] in lieu of White Tyths, Small Tyths, and Easter Dues. 
There are outlands w'ch lye in another Parish that pay Tyths to 
this Church, w cl1 'tis presumed belonged to ye Family at y e Hall, 
and were given to [the] Monastery] wth y e Church and Glebe and 
other Tyths.1

A narrow lane leading to the Hall stables now separates 
them, and church and churchyard are separately walled 
in. The frequent contiguity of church and hall must have 
been noticed even by the most casual observer. Mr. Addy2 
has shown that anciently both were often surrounded by 
moats, earthworks or other defences, and that early 
churches were often in close proximity to large mounds, 
some of which are known to have been burial mounds. 
Speaking of these earthworks and remains he remarks 
that one feature is common to many of them, and that is 
the conical mound which, as a rule, stands west or north 
west, of the church. Within the hall grounds, roughly 
north of Thurstaston church and abutting on the road to 
the railway station, is a mound which the writer has 
frequently regarded with suspicion. It is surmounted by 
a sun-dial, and though its summit is flat this may be owing 
to human agency or the result of time. On the other hand 
the land hereabouts is rolling and the mound may be 
natural.

DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH.
The church is dedicated to St. Bartholomew. 3 Other 

local churches are dedicated to him, but it is doubtful if 
more than one or two are very ancient Runcorn, Wilms-

1 Gastrell's Nntitia, i, 174, citing it as " Mr. Wliitinore's Acct. anno 1724."
2 Church and Manor, by Sidney Oldall Addy (1913), p. 105 et. $cq. A critique 

on this work appeared in the Athenceum, Feb. 8th, 1913.
3 Bacon's Liber Kegis.
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low, Church Minshull, and Barrow, in Cheshire, and 
Radcliffe in Lancashire. 1

THE CHURCH PLATE.
While Henry VIII sacrilegiously robbed the monasteries 

and cathedrals of their treasures, the seizure of parish 
church plate was not decided on until the last year of the 
reign of Edward VI, and some was left untouched till the 
days of the Protestant reaction which marked the accession 
of Elizabeth. But the parochial authorities, taking the 
alarm at the misfortunes befalling their more powerful 
neighbours the monasteries, guilds and fraternities, took 
advantage of the excuse afforded by the necessity of 
altering their churches and adapting them to the new and 
simple ritual and of repairing the damage done by the 
destruction of painted glass, images and all that could 
come under the denomination of " monuments of super 
stition," to dispose of a portion of their more valuable 
property by way of meeting these extraordinary expenses. 2

A little later we find an instance of just such a sale in the 
adjoining parish of Woodchurch, where it appears from 
certain depositions taken in 1566 that about two 
years previously " Robert Lenott [Lennard] and John 
Coventry, being churchwardens of the said parish, sold the 
chalice, vestment, albe and cope " to John Hocknell for 
405. 3 In 1549 Woodchurch possessed " iii chales," 4 one 
more than any church in the Hundred, but the writ is not 
quoted and we cannot safely infer that the other two 
chalices had already been sold from the use of the word 
" the " in the Deposition, although, as the present chalice 
is dated i625,5 it seems probable that they had been.

1 Ancient Church Dedications, by J. BrownbiU: (Trans. Hist. Soc., Lane. & 
Ches. LIV, 37, 41).

2 cf. Old English Plate, by W. J. Cripps (i 894), 32, 176-7.
3 The Cheshire Sheaf, 3 Series, i, p. 6; from Exchequer Depositions, Chester, 

8 Eliz. Easter, No. 2.
4 Ibid. 3 Series, n, p. 85.
5 Hist. Soc. Lane. & Ches. liii, p. 166.
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In 1548 Thurstaston was returned by the sheriffs as 
having " one chales " and " ii belles." Some time after 
1671 the church plate at Thurstaston would appear to 
have suffered a similar fate to that of Woodchurch. On 
January 26th of that year Thomas Younge and John 
Johnson, churchwardens, certify the bishop of Chester 
that " wee also have the Parish Register together with 
the plate and the Church-cloth's at our disposing when 
necessary." 1

The plate at present consists of: 
1. A flagon, with a hinged lid surmounted by a cross 

moline, by Elkington & Co., without marks or inscription; 
height g| inches, width at base 5| inches, at top 3|- inches.

2. A chalice 5 J inches high, 2\ inches wide at base, and 
3 inches at top; bearing the following inscription: 

Presented by Mrs. Browne2
of Thurstaston Hall,

to the Parish of Thurstaston.
A.D. 1827.

The marks on the chalice are:  
A. J. H. in script, the maker's name, which it does not appear

possible to trace. 
B. The lion passant. 
C. The leopard's (more properly the lion's), head, which being

after 1823 is uncrowned. 3
The above two marks are the London assay marks; the 

leopard's head was first established by statute in 1300 and the 
lion passant was first adopted at Goldsmiths' Hall in 1544-5, 
probably to show that notwithstanding the degradation of the 
standard of silver coinage, the standard for wrought plate was 
maintained to the old " sterling " quality. 4 
D. The date letter [i], 1826-7. 
E. Bust to sinister, George IV.

1 Ibid. LXIV, p. 60.
3 The grand-daughter of Joseph Whitmore and last representative of the 

Whitmores of Thurstaston.
3 Old English Plate, by W. J. Cripps.
4 English Goldsmiths and their Marks, by C. J. Jackson (1905).
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Under the base of the chalice in old figures is the date 1706, so 
that it may have been re-modelled.

3. A paten, with the same inscription and marks, and 
the figures or date, 1707, separate from the marks.

4. Another paten, modern and without inscription.

THE CHURCH BELLS.
The church bells are five in number, modern or recast 

by Taylor of Loughborough; they bear no inscription.1

THE CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS.
It is to be regretted no old accounts are extant, but the 

names of some of the wardens may be gathered from the 
register extracts and presentments in the Consistory 
Court.

INSCRIPTIONS IN THE CHURCH.
From the Harleian MS. No. 2151, f. i53d, we gather2 

four inscriptions at

Thurstaston church; 1668. 
On seu'all graue stones in the church 
John Whitmore Junior buried aug. y e 7th 1661. 
John Lockier buried aug' 20, 1665. 3 
Richard Lockier buried decemb. 15, 1665. 3 
Here lyeth the body of Margrett Yonge buried aug 7th i668. 4

The Owen MSS. give only three extant inscriptions. 5 
The following are all of the monumental inscriptions

now (1921) in the church, taken by the writer and the late
J. P. Rylands, F.S.A.

Over the arch, inside the porch, in one straight line, in
capital letters: 

1 Information of Mr. Steven of Irby.
2 Holographs of Wirral M.I.s penes me; the last inscription is not quite 

correctly given in dies. Sheaf, 35., iii, p. 29.
3 Transcript for the year lacking. Register begins 1706.
4 1668 Margret Young widdow was buried Augest ye 7,
5 V'ols. xix, 210, 242 ; xx, 43.
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We beseech thee to accept this our imperfect service. 
GEK AHK

Around the archway, in two lines, in capital letters:

>J< To the glory of God and in memory of Joseph Hcgan 
of Dawpool this church is dedicated by his daughters 1885.

Inside over the porch, is a painting of the arms of 
Queen Anne: Quarterly, ist and 4th England impaling 
Scotland; 2nd France; 3rd Ireland. Motto: Semper 
eadem.

On the north wall, next the porch, a bread-shelf: 
A° D. 1723 I MARY AlnSDALE LATE OF IR | BY MIL1 HILL LEFt

5 'it> to the POOR OF this pauish. The inteRest TheRe | OF to Be 
Given to th'em in | BREAD YEARLY on | the sacRAment nays 
FOR EVER | s mason c.w. 1

Above the bread shelf, a white marble tablet, with arms 
above in an early Chippendale frame: 

Arms: Argent, a Chevron between 
three pheons Sable [Smart], impaling 
Argent, a Chief Azure, [Haselwall, for 
Whitmore]. Crest: On a wreath, a 
phoenix with wings raised Argent, in 
flames Or.

To the memory of | LUCY | the wife of 
Baptist Smart \ Doctor of Physick; | of 
Cheltenham, in Gloster-Shire and Sixth 
Daughter of J. Whitmore, Esqr | of 
Thurstaston, | in the County of Chester, 

| who Depart'd this life November the 
23d 1744- 1 in the 23d Year of her Age. *

Lying loose in a window in the vestry in 1904, was a

1 Mary wife of Thomas Ainsdale of Great Meokein the parish of West Kirby, 
mariner, buried i April, 1723 (Regr.). Her will is not preserved at Chester. 
She married at Thurstaston, 30 October, 1716, Thomas Ainsdale of Great 
Meolse, yeoman.

2 In the chancel of the parish church at Cheltenham there is a monumental 
inscription: " In memory of | Baptist Smart, M.D., | late of this place | wh», 
after a long and painf ull illness, | departed this life (at the Hot Wells, Bristol) | 
Decemr 2o">, 1772, in the 63 d year of his age, | and lies interr'd at Clifton | 
Miscellanea Gen. cl Her. N.S. n, 373.
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carving, in white marble, of the figure of a nude winged 
cherub, with arms folded; issuant from between the legs 
is a broad ribbon passing upwards to the right and 
inscribed LUCY is NO MORE. To the left is a winged 
hour glass, with cross-bones below, and to the right is a 
skull, with a trumpet and a twisted and curved horn placed 
saltierwise. This was probably originally part of the 
monument to Mrs. Lucy Smart. It has now apparently 
disappeared.

On the west wall are three tablets, side by side, headed 
The names of the Rectors     of Thurstaston. 
Date of Inst 11

Simon de Moeles, subdeacon 1303, Deacon 1304. 
1320, Oct: 31. William de Byvynton, acolyte, preferred

to Astbury.
1327, Oct: 30. Roger de Lawton, clerk. 
1333, July 22. Thomas Ewyas, clerk, preferred to S.

Olave's, Chester.
T-336, Oct: 12. Philip Ewyas, clerk, resigned. 
1350, Sept: 7. Thomas de Bunnebury, chaplain, pre 

ferred to Eastham. 
1362,Sept: 17. Robert de Hondebrigge, Priest.

Robert de Crouton.
1390, Jan: 12. John Molynerus, chaplain, resigned. 
1424, July 19. William Gylowe, chaplain, resigned. 
1447, Nov:u. William Smith, Priest. 
1475, Oct: 2. James Dolphin, Priest. 
1487, Dec: 18. John Bennett, Priest. 
1507, Oct: 9. Richard Priestland, resigned; died at

Neston.
1542, Thomas Sharpe, clerk, resigned; buried

at Neston.
1601. June Henry Tottie, clerk, B.A. died.
1602. Jan: 15. Hugh Burches, clerk, M.A. 
1616, May 15. Richard Burches, clerk, M.A.
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[Second Tablet]
1634, Sion Venables, M.A. 
1636, Jan: Edward Bold, B.A., preferred to Haw-

arden; died there. 
1641, Oct: 21. Brian Lascelles, M.A. 
1662, John Watts, died.
1669, Sept: John Grooms, B.A., resigned, died at

Claughton, 1685; aged 37.
1679, William Thompson, M.A., Prebendary of

Chester.
1683, Robert Bradshaw, buried at Thurstaston. 
1689, Oct: 15. Peter Morrey, preferred to Neston : died

there 1719
1692, Jan: 22. Myles Atkinson. 
1705, Sep: 28. John Hudson. 
1752, Aug:25. Charles Henchman, M.A. 
1761, Nov. 28. John Prince, M.A.
1796, Feb: n. Joseph Eaton, M.A., Minor Canon of

Chester. 
1800, Dec: 6. James Winfield, Minor Canon of Chester.
1807. Oct: 31. George Harrison Larden, M.A., Minor

Canon of Chester
1808. May 3. James Ireland, M.A., Minor Canon of

Chester.
1824, John Fish, buried at Thurstaston, 24

July, 1858.
1858, Sept: Francis Edward Thurland, M.A., buried

at Thurstaston, 10 Ap: 1893.
1893. Sept: 20 Francis Alymer Frost, buried at Thur 

staston, 6 Ap: 1897. 
Date of Inst" [3rd Tablet] 
1897, Thomas Foster Clarke, resigned 1899. 
1900, July Ambrose Charlesworth, B.A.

A white marble tablet, with arms above among Jacobean 
ornaments: 

Arms: Sable, two lions counter passant, that in chief to
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sinister, Argent, langued Gules; a crescent for difference [Glegg]: 
impaling Per chevron embattled Or and Sable, three pelicans' 
heads erased vulning their necks, counterchanged; on a chief 
Argent, a fleur-de-lys between two estoiles Gules [Scorer].

Here lycth ye body of Edward Glegge of Irby Gen' Second 
Son to Edward Glegge I of Grange Esqr who departed this life the

15"' day of December Anno: Dom: 1703 in I ye forty third 
yeare of his age leaving= three Sons & two Daughters by Jane 
his wife then living onely daughter of John Scorer of West" 
minster London Gen' Also the Body of Jane Glegge his 
wife who died March the 4"' 1720 in the 46"' Year of her age I

On the west wall there is a copy of the inscription on the 
tower of the old church. Beneath hangs a small painted 

board, the colours faded. Arms: 
Argent, a chief Azure, impaling 
[Vert] fretty [Or.]. On an esquire's 
helmet, out of a crest-coronet Or, a 
lion's head per pale Argent and 
Azure, collared with a ribbon tied in 
a bow at the back also Azure, 
langued Gules. At the sides of the 
shield: EITHER | FOR EVER. | 
Below is the inscription:

Ellin third Wife to 
lohn Whitmore esqr 
1650.

The dexter coat is for Haselwall and the sinister coat 
for Whitmore. Both were used by the Whitmores.

In the same wall a white marble tablet. Arms: a 
chevron between three pheons, impaling Glegg; crest a 
stag's head.

Sacred I to the memory of Lucy, the beloved wife 
Revd John Egerton, A.M. I of Chester and the daughter 
late John Glegg of Irbie, Esqr She died AUJ 25'" 1833,
61. | Also to the memory of | the said Revd John Egerton, 
died April 29"' 1847, I aged 84.

of the 
of the 

aged 
who
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EGERTON.

This family is descended from Thomas Egerton, of 
Walgrange, co. Stafford, Citizen and Mercer of London, 
and Master of the Mint in the reign 
of Queen Mary, who is said, with 
probability, to have been a son of 
Wm. Egerton of Betley, co. Stafford 
(see Visit. Ches. 1580, Harl. Soc. 
p. 98) by a second, unrecorded, wife, 
a daii. of   Welbeck of London.

The above Thomas Egerton's son, 
grandson and great-great-grandson, 
all named Thomas, were rectors of 
Adstock, co. Bucks, and the last of 
these rectors, who died in 1720, was tl Sable -, a chevron between

' ' ' three pheons Argent. Im-
the great-grandfather of the Rev. paling Glegg.
John Egerton, Preacher of Bunbury, 1805-1829, who
married Lucy Glegg.

The arms borne by these Egertons were Sable, a chevron 
between 3 pheons Argent; crest, a stag's head erased . . . 
According to the MS. pedigree etc. made by the above 
John Egerton in 1825, his family quartered, 2nd, Ermine 
a fesse Gules, fretty Or, for Hawkestone, 3rd, Argent, a 
chevron between 3 water bougets Sable, for Hill, and 4th 
Vert, a chevron between 3 talbots passant Argent, for 
Hownhill. These quarterings are tricked, with some 
inaccuracies, in the Visit, of Bucks, 1634 (Harl. Soc. p. 51) 
and there are notes of the family in Staffordshire Pedigrees 
(Harl. Soc. pp. 80, 81).

The arms and quarterings were on a brass in Horton 
Church, near Leek, co. Stafford, to the memory of John 
Wedgewood, who died 1589, and his wife Mary, who died 
1582, and was a daughter of Thomas Egerton of Wal 
grange, Esq., the Master of the Mint, etc.

In the same wall, a window of three lights, with the 
inscription in capital letters:
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In. enduring, remembrance, of. Grace. Ellen. I wife of Adam.
Kennard. and. daughter, of. Joseph. Hegan. who. died. Sepf. 

[verse].2O th 1880 | by many who loved her.

The font is modern.
In the south wall at west end, a white marble tablet, the 

arms, which were above, have disappeared. Motto: 
EITHER FOR EVER. The inscription in capital letters: 

Sacred | to the memory of | Lucy | relict of Charles Browne, 
of Marchwiel Hall in the county | of Denbigh, Esquire, I grand 
daughter and sole descendant | of Joseph Whitmore, of Thur 
staston Hall in this county, Esquire; I she departed this life

at a very advanced age, 
through the merits of her

the 5 th day of November A.D. 1832, 
in the hope of a blessed resurrection I 
Redeemer.

On same wall going east are six brasses, the first 
opposite the door, the next two under the middle window, 
the last three under the easternmost window of the nave: 

1. In Loving Memory of those who fell in the great war 1914- 
1918 I Thomas Baker, Fred Carr, M.M., Charles Fairbanks | 
Edwin Lester, Frank Lester, V.C., William Lee Haddock 
"their name liveth for evermore." |

2. To the Glory of God and in dear memory of our Grand 
mother Margaret Ismay | who passed away on the 9th of 
April 1907 in her seventieth year | this tablet is placed here by 
all her loving grandchildren | [text],

3. To the Honour and Glory of God and | in ever loving 
memory of our dear Mother I Margaret Ismay I born 13"' April 
1837. died 9"' April 1907 this brass is dedicated by her Sous 
and Daughters, [text].

4. To. the. Glory, of. God. and. in. loving, memory, of
Margaret. Alice, wife. of. James. Ismay. and eldest, daughter, of.

| Hugh. 6 th . Marquis, of Hertford, born. March. 22"d . 1869.
died. August. i8 (h 1901, | this, tablet, is placed, by. some of.
those, who. loved, her. | [verse] |

5. At the top of this brass is a representation of the 
ship " Indefatigable." The inscription in capital letters:

To the Glory of God and in Memory of Thomas Henry Ismay,
D.L., J.P., | one of the founders, and for nearly 30 years Chairman

I of the I Training Ship O " Indefatigable." I This tablet was
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placed by the Commander, Officers, and Boys, | as a tribute of 
their gratitude for his generosity, | and unvarying interest in their 
welfare. 1900. I

6. Tliis inscription in capital letters:
In loving memory of William Atherton of Liverpool, who was 

born 24"' April, 1803, I died 3 rd Janry 1889, in humble trust in 
God I the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, | this brass was 
placed by a few of his | attached friends.

Above the second and third brasses a window of three 
lights with this inscription in church letters:

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Margaret 
Ismay who | died April ix MDCCCVII in the LXX year of her age, 
fully I trusting in God's mercy. This window is erected | by 
her sons and daughters.

Above the last three brasses is a window of three lights; 
the inscription in old English letters:

To the Glory of God | and in loving memory of | Thomas 
Henry Ismay | who died Novr xxiii. mdcccxcix in the Ixiii year 
of his age I fully trusting in God's mercy. |

On the south side of the chancel screen, a brass:  

To the Glory of God I and in ever loving memory of Margaret 
Alice born March 22, 1869 died August 18. 1901. | wife of 
James Ismay | and eldest daughter of Hugh | 6 th Marquis of 
Hertford | this tablet is placed by her | husband and their two 
children | Winifred Margaret and Dorothy Alys.

At the east end of the north wall of the nave, a window 
of three lights; the inscription in old English letters: 

To the memory of Thomas Henry Ismay | J.P., D.L., Founder 
and Chairman of the White Star Line this window was | erected 
by those whose privelege it was | to serve under his wise | and 
kindly administration. I

In the north wall of the chancel, opposite the south 
transept, a window of three lights; under it a brass, the 
inscription in capital letters: 

This Window is erected by Thomas Henry and Margaret Ismay 
in loving memory I of their son Henry Sealby who died May 3rd, 
1866 aged 2 years and of their daughter | Mary who died January 
4th 1871 aged n years God is love  I
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On the same wall four brasses: 
(1) The inscription in capital letters: below a window of one 

light: 
In loving memory of John Hegan, | who died Jan: 15"' 1876, 

by his children | " The path of the just is as the shining light." | 
Prov. iv, 18 |

(2) The inscription in Old English letters: 
To the Glory of God the Father Son and Holy Ghost | In 

loving and grateful memory of the life of , Francis Aylmer 
Frost, | Rector of this Parish | 1893-1897, j Born Aug: 12"' 1856, 
entered into rest April 2nd 1897. I [text from Prov. iv, 18].

(3) An ornamental brass, with raised letters and canopy work.
Arms: above, Ermine, on a chief indented [Gules] three plain 

letters T[Or]. Crest: A man's head in profile proper, vested in a 
cloak, and couped at the shoulders. Motto: NIL NISI CRUCE. 
The inscription in capital letters: 

In Loving Memory of | Francis Edward Thurland, M.A., | 
Rector of this Parish for 35 years, | this Memorial was erected by 
his daughter, parishioners, and friends, | as a token of affection 
and esteem for | one who bore much affliction | with patience and 
resignation to God's will. 1 He entered into rest on April 6 th 
1893, | aged 73 years, | deeply regretted by all. | " Whom the 
Lord loveth, he chasteneth." |

(4) Below a window of one light the inscription in capital 
letters: 

In affectionate remembrance of Joseph Hegan | who died 
April 5* 1865. | by his godson Edmund Hegan Kennard. | [text 
from Prov. xx, 7].

On the south wall of the chancel, below a window of one 
light, a brass, the inscription in capital letters: 

To the beloved memory of Anne Elizabeth, | wife of Joseph 
Hegan and daughter of John | Waterhouse, died Jan: 20. 1848. 
By her daughters. | [Text from Prov: xxxi, 28].

On the same wall, below a window of one light, a brass, 
the inscription in capital letters: 

In grateful remembrance of many members of the Waterhouse | 
family, by some who loved them. | [Text from Mal: iii, 17].

On the organ in capital letters: 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Thomas Henry 

Ismay D.L. of Dawpool this window is erected by his daughters 
1905.



Lychgate, Sundial, Font. in

THE CHURCHYARD.
The churchyard is entered by a lychgate bearing this 

inscription in capital letters: " To the glory of God and 
in loving memory of Thomas Henry Ismay, | erected by 
Margaret Ismay November, 1900." |

Lychgates are so named from the old Anglo-Saxon 
word lich, meaning corpse, because they stood at the 
entrance of the churchyard, where the bearers of the dead 
might deposit their burden, and rest awhile before passing 
through, and into the church for the solemn funeral rites. 
Some lychgates are actually provided with a long flat slab 
for this very purpose. Usually also they are fitted with 
benches.

The rubric of the Prayer Book of 1549 directed that the 
officiating minister at funerals should go to meet the 
corpse at the " church style," i.e., lychgate; and again 
according to the Prayer Book now in use (of the year 1662), 
the clergyman and the clerks meeting the corpse " at the 
entrance of the churchyard" (i.e., at the lychgate, 
wherever one exists), there begin the burial service, and 
thence precede the body into the church. 1

All of the monuments, with the exception of that to 
those who fell in the great war, are on the south side of the 
yard. In former times preference was given to the south 
and east sides for burial, the north side being reserved for 
suicides, still-born infants and those excommunicated or 
executed.

In 1883 one rood thirty four perches were conveyed 
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners by Mr. Birkenhead 
Glegg, for the enlarging of the yard. 2

The sundial is of stone, chamfered, and stands on three 
steps. The gnomon is gone. On the plate is engraved:  
W. M. Jeffries. John Broster. Churchwardens. | 1844 |

On the west side of the yard is the old stone font about
1 Old Crosses and Lychgales, by Aymer Vallaiice, 1920, 164. 
- Rackham MS.
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42 inches in height, consisting of an octagonal base, a 
short circular shaft and an octagonal bowl, 16 inches in 
height. The interior of the bowl seems to be perpen 
dicular and its depth probably nine inches; this, however, 
cannot be accurately ascertained as it is filled with earth. 
Its diameter outside is 22 and inside 17 inches. Notches 
in the rim show the position of the former hinges and hasp 
of the cover. 1

It is difficult to assign a date to this font. In the i3th 
century octagonal fonts began to be less unusual than 
previously; in and after the I4th century this form was the 
rule. But there is a possibility that this font has been 
tampered with, for from the latter part of the i4th century 
to the Reformation onward a vast number of fonts were 
re-made, many of which are simple and plain. In that 
century the pedestal font was practically the accepted 
type for the whole country.2 Dr. Ellis is of opinion that 
the font is post-Reformation. 3

South of the church, on the east side of the yard, lies a 
small stone coffin, without lid; breadth over all at head 
I foot 8 inches, at foot i foot 7 inches, length over all 
3 feet 8| inches. A circular aperture, narrowing for the 
neck, is cut for the head, 8 inches wide; for the body is cut 
a rectangular receptacle i foot and half an inch wide at 
the shoulders and gj inches at the feet. The total inside 
length of the coffin is 3 feet 2 inches of which 7 inches is 
for the head and neck, the depth inside is 6 J inches.

The following inscriptions were for the most part copied 
by the writer and the late J. Paul Rylands in 1906; a few 
additions have been made since.

A flat stone, the inscription in bold capital letters:
ROBERTVS BRAD 

SVBTER SAXVM

SHAW RECTOR THVRSTASTO NIENSIS HOC

RITE SEPVLTVS \ ERAT 17° DIE \ IULIJ 16 89 4

1 In 1236 it was ordered by Edmund archbishop of Canterbury that bap 
tismal fonts should be kept under lock and key as a precaution against sorcery. 
The lids at first appear to have been quite simple and flat.

a Fonts and Pont Covers, by Francis Bond, 1908.
3 Trails, Hist. Soc. Lane. & dies. LIII, 79.
4 His will is not preserved at Chester and Register Transcript is missing.
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A flat stone, the inscription in capital letters:
HERE LYETH THE BODEY OF ELIZTH. WIFE OF In YOVNG OF

ERBY MILL HILL | WHO DEPARTED | THIS LIFE FEE' | Y e : 26, 1704

1 MY | WY | SY I 1705 I i 
A flat stone, the inscription capital letters:
HERE LYETH THE BODIE | OF IOHN KENRICK DORO | THY HIS 

WIFE AND | DOROTHY THEIR GRAND | AUGHTER MAY 1751. 2

A flat stone, the inscription in capital letters:
HERE LIETH THE | BODY OF MARGRET | MOYER. 3

An ornamental piece of white marble fixed to a flat stone; near 
to the old church tower.

Arms: fretty [Whitniore], impaling two barrulets, intended 
for a chief [Haselwall]. Crest: out of a crest coronet, a lion's 
head, collared with a ribbon tied in a bow at the back. Motto: 
Either for ever.

1 Her will is not preserved at Chester and Register Transcript is missing.
2 Query were all three buried 1751 ? An entry in the Register gives:  

" 1732, Dorothy Kenrick, wife of John Kenrick, yeoman, of Thurstaston, 
buried Sept. i." Neither parent had a will proved at Chester, 1741-60. The 
Register also gives this marriage: " 1708 J. Kenrick and Dorothy 
Watson of Thurstaston, married in ye Parish Church of Thurstaston ye 3ist 
day of August." There were numerous children of the marriage. John 
Kenrick is variously described in the register as yeoman and husbandman, but 
appears to have been of some substance, for a son, Coiiway Kenrick, buried 30 
July, 1730, is noted in the register as being a " student in St. John's College in 
Cambridge."

3 The surname first occurs in transcripts in 1669.

I
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In cryptd heic subtus Constructa | nunc sicut ab antigo 
[antiquo] conduntur cineres et j ossa WHITMORORUM Armigcro- 

rura. |
An altar tomb, on pillars, with an ornamental border outside the 

inscription, which is carved in capital letters of the same size 
round the four sides of the stone:

HERE LIETH THE BODY OF ANN | THE WIFE OF IOHN HVGHES 

DAVGHTER OF IOHN WHITEMORE OF DOPOOL | WHO DEPARTED THIS 

| LIFE THE I 8 DAY OF IUNE ANNO DOMINI 1689 |

At one end of the above tomb there is carved a very rude 
representation of a cherub, which looks more like the head of a 
judge in wig and robes; above this figure are the initials A H and 
below it the date 1689.

The inscription and ornamental border are remarkably sharp 
owing to the hardness of the stone forming the slab; the cherub's 
(?) head, being of softer stone, is perishing.

A fiat stone, with the inscription in capital letters of the same 
size:

HERE LIETH THE BODY OF | IOHN WHITEMORE OF DO POOLE THE 

ELDER WHO I WAS BVRIED THE SIXTE | ENTH DAY OF APRIL IN 

THE YEARE OF OUR LORD I . 

ELENOR THE WIFE OF IOHN 

FIFTEENTH DAY OF DECEM

HERE LIETH THE BODY OF 

WHITEMORE WHO [DIED] XI IK

BER ANNO DOMINI 8.

The wills (see Appendix) supply the missing years 1672 and 
1688.

ELIZABETH. | WARTON. | WAS. BERRIE J D. IN OCTOBE R. THE

2th 1688 I 2
Samuel Birkett of Irby Hall died May 12, 1861, aged 86. 

Maria his wife died March 20, 1866, aged 96. Frances daughter 
of the above died April 30, 1833, aged 29.

Peter Harrison of Thurstaston died 27 February, 1855, aged 75. 
This stone is erected by his friends in record of his long and faith-

1 The burial entries are not to be found in the Transcripts or Registers extant. 
Possibly John Whitmore was the churchwarden who signs by mark in 1663.

2 Her will is not preserved at Chester; transcript for the year is missing.
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ful services as clerk of this parish, which office he held for fifty-two 
years and was only absent from his duty during that long period 
for one Sunday.

George Jackson of Irby Hill died 23 December, 1864, aged 7 
months. John Jackson died 9 January, 1865, aged 12 years, also 
Johanna Jackson died 10 January, 1865, aged 7 years. Elizabeth 
Jackson died 27 November, 1865, aged 42 years. Johanna Jack 
son died 10 December, 1865 aged 14 days. Catherine Jackson 
died 8 January, 1866, aged 6 weeks.

Thomas Minshall of the parish of Thurstaston died August 24, 
1860 aged 40 years. Edith Royden, grand-daughter of the above, 
died February 23, 1873, aged 3 months.

Edward Howard of Irby died October 20, 1829, aged 67- 
Edward, son of the said Edward and Elizabeth Howard, of Irby, 
died 25 September, 1825, aged 26. Elizabeth Howard, wife of the 
above, died June 5, 1845, aged 84.

A large granite Celtic cross; on the base, in capital letters:
IN LOVING MEMORY OF RICHARD T. TIDSWELL, M.A. OF BANK

HOUSE, HESWALL, WHO ENTERED INTO REST EASTER DAY 

APRIL 12, 1903. | *

Katharine Youds of Thurstaston, died 22 March, 1842, aged 62. 
Within this Grave a social | Friend is Laid who hath The Debt 
of Nature Paid | She was harmles [sic] in her Deed' | In her 
Dealings Just Sincere | To her Friends Upritefsic] In her Trust. |

The next grave:
Thomas Youdes of Thurstaston died 17 May, 1842, aged 84. 

Martha, wife of Thomas Youdes of Thurstaston Heath, died 12 
January 1819, aged 72.

Richard Mollineux, of Thurstaston, died 21 January, 1849, aged 
72. Ann his wife died 7 June, 1842, aged 54. | When The Last 
Trump Shall Wake 1 The Dead And call Them from 1 The Grave 
May he Who for My Sins hath Bled My Soul from judgment 
Save. I

[Several tombs of the Realey family].
Mary Hale, daughter of William and Elizabeth Hale of Greasby 

died 24 Marcy 1840, aged 4 years.
An altar tomb ; the inscription in bold lettering: 
Here lies the Body | of Isaac Hale of Irby mile I Hill who 

departed this life | on the 22 d day of July 1807 | in the 77"' Year

1 Richard Thomas Tidswell, M.A., Worcester College, Oxford, B.A., 1855. 
Called to the bar at the Inner Temple, 1857, joined the Northern Circuit; a 
revising barrister, 1868; deputy county court judge, 1876-7. Author of " The 
Innkeeper's Legal Guide" and joint author of "Divorce Practice and Evidence." 
Born March, 1830, youngest son of Thomas Earnshaw Tidswell, of Withington, 
co. Lane.; married, 1877, Helen Catherine, daughter of David William Nash, 
of the Middle Temple; he died at Chester and was buried at Thurstaston, 16 
April, 10.03.
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of His Age | Also the Body of Mary | Hale the Wife of Richard | 
Hale who Departed this life May the 5th 1779 in the 45 th | 
Year of her Age. |

A flat stone:
Here lieth the Body of Richd Hale Senr of Irby M ] ill Hill who

departed | this life the 17 th day of October: 1692. 
Wife of Richard Hale ' 
Richd Hale Jvmr buried
Rich'' Hale 

A flat stone: 
Here lieth the

of Hirby Millhill

Amey
Sen1' was buried May y c j 3 rd 1699 \ 
on the 26"' March 1705 | 2 Isaac son of

Junr buried on the 20"' lune 1767 Aged 62 years.

Body of Isaac Hale the Son of Richard Hale 
| who Departed this life j the 29th of January 

18 I [stone broken] in the 55 [?] Year of his Age Also the 
Bodey of I Catherine Hale Wife of the said Isaac Hale who 
departed this life December the 23 rd I 1822 Aged 59 Years.

A flat stone:
Frances Maria, wife of the Rev. John Fish, rector of this parish, 

died 4 September 1853, aged 68. The Rev. John Fish, M.A., 
husband of the above, for 44 years Rector of this parish born 31 
Jany 1790, died 21 July 1858.

A cross, next to the last:
The Rev. John Fish, late Vicar of Ashworth near Rochdale, died 

26 November, 1883, aged 53.
A cross, the inscription in capital letters:

FROST PRIEST I BORN AUGUST T2 th 1856FRANCIS AYLMER 

ENTERED INTO REST | APRILV1 1897.'

A sarcophagus:
Maria Georgiana Glegg, widow of Lieu* Colonel Glegg, died at 

Sun field, Shrewsbury, Octr 24, 1884, in the 89 year of her age. 
John Baskervyle Glegg, Lieu* Colonel of the 49th Reg* in which he 
served his country 39 years, died at Thurstaston Hall April 28 tb 
1861, in the 88 th year of his age.

A very large and handsome altar tomb, with bronze panels, etc.:
THOMAS HENRY ISMAY: j Who died fully trusting in GOD'S 

mercy on November 23"' 1899 in the 63 d year of his age
GREAT THOUGHTS GREAT FEELINGS CAME TO HIM LIKE INSTINCTS

UNAWARES | »J< | In loving memory of MARGARET ALICE | BORN
MARCH 22 nd 1869 e§i DIED AUGUST l8 th igOI. [ Wife of JAMES

ISMAY. | Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye | have done it
unto one 
unto me.

of the least of these my brethren, ye have I done it

1 His will is not preserved at Chester; transcript for the year is missing as 
also is that for 1699. The Hales are an old milling family in Wirral, cf. 
Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. & Ches. LV-LVI, 143; LXI, 218; Cheshire Sheaf, 33. vii, 
10.

2 Richard Hale of Irby-mill-hill buried 26 March, 1705 (Regr. transcript). 
Will see below,
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An altar tomb:
John Harrison, late of Dawpool, died 29 March, 1775 aged 80. 

Mary, his wife, died 12 September 1775 in the 46 year of her age. 
Their two daughters, Alice and Ellen . . . James Harrison late 
of Dawpool died 23 August 1814, aged 80. Elizabeth Harrison, 
wife of the said James Harrison, of Barnston, died n July 1820, 
aged 81.

A Celtic cross:
Basil Hope, born 22 April 1877, died 5 May 1877, Godfrey 

Tucker Hope, born. 0 Sept. 1873, died 14 April 1878, sons of 
William & Georgiana Catherine Hope of Thurstaston.

An altar tomb:
Richard Stote, late of Irby, died 25 Jaii>' 1774, aged 93. L Esther 

wife of Richard Stote, died 25 Nov. 1775, in the 97 year of her age.

Since the foregoing inscriptions were copied the follow 
ing monuments have been erected. On the north side of 
the yard is a granite obelisk, with a laurel wreath carved 
on the shaft, bearing, in capital letters, an inscription 
identical with that in the church to those who fell in the 
great war. On the south side of the yard, a grey granite 
cross upon a boulder; on the latter this inscription in 
capital letters:

IN LOVING MEMORY AMBROSE CHARLKSWORTH PRIEST
TWENTY ONE YEARS RECTOR OF THIS PARISH | PASSED ON SEP 
TEMBER 15, 1921, aged 58. I R.I.P.

The following wills assist in tracing the history of those 
buried in the churchyard.

Richard Hale of the township uf Greasby, Co. Chester, yeoman, 
weak; will, dated 21 March, 1704, was proved C.C. Chester by 
the executors named 2 Feb., 1705.

To my youngest son Jsaac Hale two hundred pounds, Mary my 
now wife to have the interest towards his education till he come to 
twenty one years. Rest to said Mary and Jacob Hale my eldest 
son equally. But if wife re-marry to have only one fourth part 
instead of half. To Tho. Griilith, Tlio. Coventry of Thurstington 
and Sam. Smith of the same town, Wilhn Pollard, Hugh Roberts, 
Willm. Harrison, Robert Crosby, Edward Perry, five shillings 
apiece. To Thomas Green half a guinea, Isabel Crosby rive 
shillings. To Ellen Hulm's children two pounds equally divided. 
Executors: Mary my wife and George Ball, Jr. of Chester, gent., 
and Thomas Alien of Lower Bebington, yeoman. Witnesses: 
Joshua Yonge, Thomas Green, Willm. Robinson.

1 For will see below.
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Armorial Seal. Arms a lion? rampant; crest, an eight 
pointed star.

Richard Stote of irbie, co. Chester, yeoman. Will dated 12 
October, 1772, was proved C.C. Chester, by the sole executrix 
named, 24 Feb. 1776.

After payment of jiebts testator bequeaths all the rest to 
Catherine Day of Irbie, widow, and makes her sole executrix. 
Witnesses: Roger Glegg, Robt. Dodd.

Christopher Wingfeild of Thurstaston, Marriner. Will datey 
10 September 1676, was proved C.C. Chester 5 June, 1685, by 
Anne Titloe, niece.

Testator leaves small legacies to a considerable number of 
people, amongst whom are Sarah Tittloe my sister, Ellen Whit- 
more of Thurstaston, widow, John Hughes my brother-in-law, 
Ann Hughes his wife, Roger Smathurst my cousin, Elizabeth 
Phillpott daughter to Robert Phillpot of Thurstaston, Hannah 
Phillpot his daughter; Anne Tittloe my neece daughter to the said 
Sarah Tittloe; and makes Anne sole executrix. Witnesses: 
Richard Holland, Tho. Rathborne, Edward Bradshaw.

Inventory 9 Apl., 1685, comprises one ship with her furniture 
and new timber £m 03 04. Summa ^144 13 04.

Ann Hughes gave one cow to the parish in charity, according 
to Gastrcll's Notitia.

V. THE RECTORS.

A list of the Incumbents hangs in the church1 and 
agrees with that given by Ormerod (Helsby's edition) 
with the following exceptions. Ormerod dates the 
institution of Simon de Moeles " 1303 in & ante ? " and 
between his incumbency and that of William de Byvyng- 
ton places: 1305. 9 kal. Decembr' Magr' Joh'nes Hurel 
(Patrons) Relig' viror' Abb'is & Convent" See Werburg' 
(vacancy) Vacancy of Vicarage." On the other hand 
he omits " 1636 lan: Edward Bold " [&c.] contained in 
the church list, and also of necessity the last rector in the 
list, who was instituted after his work was written. Rack- 
ham's list practically agrees with Ormerod's, excepting

1 See page 104.
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that it, like the church tablet, includes Edward Bold. 
There seems to be some confusion about this period.

The right of presentation1 up to the Reformation was in 
the abbot and monks of St. Werburgh's and subsequently 
in the dean and chapter of the new cathedral. It will be 
found that on various occasions these patrons sold the next 
presentation.

< i ALAN DE THORNTON, c. 1212.
In a pleading concerning the advowson in December 

1392, the then abbot of St. Werburgh's asserted that his 
predecessor Hugh (1201-1226) had in the time of king 
John presented to Thurstaston one Alan de Thornton, who 
was duly instituted. 2 By that time, therefore, this had 
become an independent parish. Nothing further is 
known ol this rector, and there is an interval of nearly a 
century before the next incumbent named.

ROBERT DE THURSTANSTON, 1298 ?
In 27 Edward I [1298] Robert de Thurstanston, chap 

lain, Patrick de Haselwell, Roger de Haselwell and others 
acknowledged a debt of 13^ marks to Robert de Radeswell, 
archdeacon of Chester. 3 In 1309 Robert de Thurstanton 
chaplain, and others entered unto a recognisance to 
William de Fulbourn in 30 marks. 4 The description as 
" chaplain " is vague, but Robert probably served the 
church at Thurstaston, though he may not have been 
rector.

1 It may be well to mention that a " presentation " is not, as often believed, 
a gift of a living to a person but a presentation to a bishop, of a candidate for 
institution, by the patron thereof. Institution is the instrument by which the 
bishop places the parson in spiritual charge of a parish, and the ceremony of 
induction at the church is the introduction of a clergyman into a benefice or the 
official act of putting him in actual possession of the church and its temporalities.

2 Chester Plea Roll 96, in. 3.
3 Chester Plea Roll n (27 Edward I), in. yd.
4 Welsh Records, Deputy Keeper's Report, xxxvi, p. 470.
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SIMON DE MOELES/ 1303.
Instituted in or before 1303. Ordained subdeacon in 

1303, being then rector; and deacon in 1304.
He was probably of the local family of Meles, Moeles 

or Meoles of Great Meolse. 1

MASTER JOHN HUREL, 1305.
Instituted 1305, 23 November, on vacancy. He was 

ordained priest in that year. In 1314, Robert de Bebyn- 
ton, Henry chaplain of Thurstaneston, William de 
Pennesby, Robert de Greseby and Thomas son of John de 
Thurstaneston acknowledged a debt of £5 45. 8d. to John 
Hurel, parson of Thurstaneston; and Henry chaplain of 
Thurstaneston acknowledged a debt of £5 45 8d. to Robert 
de Bebynton and Bertram de Meoles. 2 This may mean 
that the rector was non-resident, the parish being served 
by the chaplain named.

WILLIAM DE BYVYNTON, ACOLYTE, 1320. 
Instituted 1320, 31 October, on the death of John 

Hurel. On 24 August, 1321, William the clerk of Thur- 
staston was one of those who acknowledged a debt of £10 
to the earl. 3 This rector was promoted to Astbury, a more 
important benefice in the Abbey's patronage.

ROGER DE LAUTON,* CLERK, 1327. 
Instituted 1327, 30 October, on the vacancy caused by 

the institution of William de By vynton to Astbury.

1 Ormerod ii, 494; Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. & Chcs., xxiii, 134, 136; LXII, 33. 
Henry Meoles was rector of West Kirby in the next century. The arms of 
Meoles, with others, are carved on the west door of the tower there and probably 
represent Thomas Meoles of Great Meoles, temp. Philip and Mary; Trails. H.S, 
xxxvii, 6*.

2 Chester Plea Roll 27 (7-8 Edward II), m. 33d.
3 Chester Plea Roll 33 (14-15 Ed. II), m. 24d.
4 Rackham queries this for Leightoii, quite needlessly I think. Circa 1250, 

Willelmus de Lauton was rector of Lawton, and after the dissolution Lautons or 
Lawtons of Lawton were patrons of that living, having purchased the manor 
and patronage j3 Hen. VIII; Ormerod's Cheshire, in, 13.
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MASTER THOMAS EWYAS, CLERK, 1333. 
Instituted 1333, 22 July, on the death of Roger de 

Lauton. Rector of St. Olave's, Chester, being presented 
by the abbot of St. Werburgh's on 12 October, 1336, after 
the resignation of Philip Ewyas.1 The next entry shows 
that this was an exchange.

PHILIP EWYAS, CLERK, 1336.
Instituted 1336, 12 October, on the resignation of 

Thomas Ewyas. He had been presented by the abbot of 
St. Werburgh's to the rectory of St. Olave's, Chester, a few 
days earlier, viz. 2 Oct., 1336, on the resignation of Ralph 
de Leghton.2 In July 1348, at Torperley the executors of 
the will of John de Haselwell sued Philip Euyas, parson of 
Thurstanston, for the detention of an ox, but withdrew 
their claim and were amerced 2os. 3 In 22 Edward III 
[1348-9] Thomas Hopeweil, chaplain, brought a suit 
against " Philip Euyas, parson of Thurstaneston," at 
Backford for a debt of los. and recovered it; and two years 
later Philip Euyas sued Adam le Clerk of Knoctyrum, at 
the same place, for a debt. 4

Ewyas resigned on 10 Aug. 1350; see below.

THOMAS DE BUNNEBURY, CHAPLAIN, 1350. 
Instituted 1350, 7 September, on the resignation of 

Philip Ewyas on the feast of St. Lawrence. In 1357 John 
Doune, Thomas rector of Thurstaneston and others were 
presented (among many) as having dug turves in Budeston 
Keer5 and taken them away.6

1 Ormerod I, 345-
2 Ormerod I, 345.
3 Cheshire Eyre Roll 3 (18 Edward HI), m. 39.
4 Chester Eyre Roll 3 (22-24 Edward HI), m. 38 and 49.
5 Bidstou Carr. A carr is a tract of low-lying laud apt to be flooded; 

various fields west of Leasowe lighthouse bear names such as the Old Carr, the 
New Carr, the Saughall Carr, etc., the whole tract being known as The Cam; 
cf. Irvine's " Place Names in the Hundred of Wirral" (Trails. Hist. Soc. 
Lane. & Ches., xliii-xliv, 296); Halliwell's Dictionary; Wright's Dialect 
Dictionary.

"Cheshire: forest proceedings, Roll 6, m. 3.
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In 1362 he became vicar of Eastham; vide infra.

ROBERT DE HONDEBRIGGE, PRIEST, 1362.
1362, 17 September, at Solihull, Sir Robert de Honde- 

brigge, priest, was instituted to the church at Turstanston, 
vacant 6 Sept. through Thomas de Bunburye obtaining 
the vicarage of Estham, at the presentation of the abbot 
and convent of Chester, the abbacy being vacant. 1

ROBERT DE CROUTON.
Of this incumbent Ormerod merely says, " instituted 

1381 in and ante ? " But he held the living much earlier, 
as is shown by the following deed dated 37 Edward III 
[1363], which was imperfect when Randle Holme copied 
it, and also by other documents quoted. From the 
proximity of dates it is quite possible that Robert de 
Crouton was the same as Robert de Hondebrigge, Crouton 
being his surname and Handbridge his residence.

Robert de Crouton, parson of Thurstanton, John de Neston, 
chaplain, and Peter de Shaldewall, clerk, grant to William Whit- 
more, citizen of Chester, various tenements in Chester: 2 
messuages in Watergate Street; messuages in Goselane ; i 
messuage in Northgate Street; messuages in Forgate Street; 
i messuage in Normoneslane (where land of John de Whitmore 
the elder is named in the bounds); i cellar in Fishrowe in Brigge 
street; a grange, and rents of 95. from tenements in Goselane, 
and 6s. from tenements in Estgate street. ...... (? in
tenure) of the said William Whytemore and John his son, 
the younger, with remainder after William's death to the said John 
the younger and his heirs. 2

In 1373 the dogs of Robert de Crouton, parson of 
Thurstanton, killed a doe in Wirhall forest between 
Greseby and Redbonk. Robert made fine with William de 
Stanley the forester, by 405. 3

1 Lichneld Episcopal Register; Wm. Salt, Sue, M.S. x, Pt. ii, 161,
2 Harl. MS. 2046, f. 30. Drawings of the seals are given; that of John 

de Neston bears a cross engrailed.
3 Chester Indictment Roll 4, m. 44.
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Robert de Crouton, parson of Thurstanston, was indicted 
because he came to Barneston on Sunday before the 
Purification of B.V. Mary, 51 Edward Ifl [i Feb., 1376-7], 
and there killed Richard del Halle. 1 There seems to have 
been some disturbance, for on Tuesday in the 2nd week 
of Lent, 51 Edward III [24 Feb., 1376-7], Henry Coly, 
coroner of Wirhall, and the villages of Berneston, Thyng- 
wall, Hasilwall and Irreby presented that Randle servant 
of Robert de Crouton, parson of Thurstanton, killed 
Richard the Mulner of Berneston, at Berneston, on the 
same Sunday, while defending himself. 2

In the same year " Robert de Crouton, parson of 
Thurstanston," was amerced at Backford for a false 
claim of trespass made against Hugh del Dych. 3

Probably Ormerod took his date from this entry in the 
Lichneld Episcopal Register:

1381. On Wednesday after the Sunday on which the introit 
Misericordia Domini is sung [2nd after Easter] Robert de Crouton, 
rector of Thurstaneston, was a member of the inquisition taken in 
the collegiate church of St. John, Chester ; concerning a present 
ation to Bebington. 4

Crouton retained the rectory till his death in December, 
1390; see below.

JOHN MOLYNEUS, CHAPLAIN, 1390.

Instituted 1390-1, 12 January, on the death of the last 
rector in December. 5

In a pleading at Chester in December, 1392, the abbot of 
Chester, in defending his right to the advowson of Thur- 
staston, said that his predecessor Thomas de Neuport had 
presented Robert de Crouton to the church in the time of 
Edward III and on Crouton's death he himself presented

x Ibid. m. 45.
2 Chester Plea Roll So (50-51 Edward III), m. 9.
3 Chester Eyre Roll 5 (49 Edward ill 4 Richard II), m. 7.
4 Wm. Salt Soc. M.S. x, Ft. ii, 186. 
6 Ormerod, ii, 509.



124 The Parish of Thurstaston.

John Molyneux, his clerk. A jury had found that Crouton 
died soon after St. Andrew's Day, 1390. 1

John Molyneux, who was rural dean of Wirral,2 resigned 
the rectory in 1424; see below.

SIR WILLIAM GYLOWE, CHAPLAIN, 1424.
Instituted 1424, 19 July, on the resignation ol John le 

Molyneux. " William Gillowe, parson of Thurstaston," 
is mentioned in a plea entered on a Chester Plea Roll of 
1429-30, 3 thus:

John Savage kt. v. John Whitmore, William Wliitmore William 
Gillowe parson of Thurstanston, John Eynyone of Thurstanston, 
Roger Bukkesee, John Molyneux, Richard del Diche, William 
Meke, Thomas Welot. John Forster of Westkirkeby, Thomas 
Forster of Great Caldey and John Rosamond: Tenements in 
Tnurstanston and Caldy.

Gylowe resigned the rectory about 23 years after his in 
stitution.

WILLIAM SMYTH, PRIEST, 1447.
Instituted 1447, n November, on the resignation of 

William Gylowe.
He held the rectory till his death, nearly 28 years later.

SIR JAMES DOLPHYN, PRIEST, 1475.
Instituted 1475, 2 October, on the death of William 

Smyth.
He held the rectory for twelve years, till his death.

SIR JOHN BENNET, PRIEST, 1487.

Instituted 1487, 18 December, on the death of James 
Dolphyn.

On 8 May, 7 Henry VII [1492] John Whitmore, esq., and 
others became bound in one hundred marks that the said 
John should keep the peace towards Simon, abbot of St.

1 Chester I'leu Roll yo, m. j.
" Chester Maiiiprise R. 11, in. G-io.
3 No. r34, in, jjd.
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Werburgh's, Marion widow of William Whitmore, esq., 
and John Benet, clerk, rector of Thurstanston, their 
tenants and servants, for twelve months.1 

Bcnnet held the rectory till his death in 1507.

SIR RICHARD PRESTLOND, 1507.

Presented on the death of John Benett, by the abbot . 
and convent of St. Werburgh. Instituted 1507, 9 October, 
by Geoffrey [Blyth], bishop of Coventry and Lichiield. 2

In this incumbent's time began Henry VIII's sweeping 
ecclesiastical measures. They affected Thurstaston in 
that the patronage was transferred from the abbot and 
monks of St. Werburgh's to the dean and chapter of the 
new cathedral of Chester; just previously to this, however( 
the abbey had given away the next presentation to 
Thomas Pole, esq. (probably the Thomas Poole who built 
Poole Hall), 3 Ottiwell Worsley, gent., and Thomas Monke- 
field de . . . (sic). 4 Prestland resigned in 1542.

John Anyon, curate under this incumbent,5 served 
under the succeeding rector. 6

Possibly this incumbent was one of the Prestlands of 
Prestland and Wardle in Edisbury Hundred. A Richard 
Prestland was one of the Brethren of Bunbury College 
2 Ed. VI [1548-9], receiving yearly Ixxvjs.

THOMAS SHARPE, CLERK, 1542.
Presented by Thomas Pole, esq., on the resignation of 

Richard Prestland, 8 and instituted by John [Birde], 
bishop of Chester, 23 June, 1542; he paid first-fruits 8 
July following. 9

1 Chester Recog. Roll 163 (7-8 Hen. VII), ra. 6.
2 Bishop's Act Books and Church Papers.
3 Wirrai Notes and Queries, n, 68.
4 Raines' MSS, xxii, 22.
5 Record Soc. Lane. & Ches. xxxiii, 4.
6 Piccope MSS. xiii.
7 Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. &  Chcs. xxiii, 179.
8 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers; date of institution blank.
9 Record Soc. Lanes. & Ches. viii, 394.
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In 1563 as rector of Thurstaston he signed the " Three 
Articles " as required by an Act of 5 Elizabeth [1562-3] 
passed " for the assurance of the Queen's Majesty's royal 
power over all estates and subjects within her Highness's 
dominions." 1

He was one of the deponents in an enquiry procured by 
Richard Hough, esq., in 1569 as to the boundaries between 
Leighton and Thornton on one side and Great Neston and 
Gay ton on the other, being described as " rector of 
Thurstaston, aged 56." He deposed that he was born 
in Great Neston. 2

He resigned the benefice in 1601 and died about 1605.
The will of Sir Thomas Sharpe, dated 18 January, 1601, 

was proved C.C. Chester, 18 March, 1605, and is given at 
length in Wirral N. & Q., ii, 71. Testator desired to be 
buried in Neston church. The only relation mentioned 
is " my cosen John Sharpe." There is no monument or 
gravestone in Neston church.

HENRY TOTTIE, B.A., 1601.
Matriculated at Brazenose College, Oxford, as of 

Cheshire, at the age of 17, 13 November, 1590; his 
father was a " plebeian." B.A.Feb., 1594. 3 Presented by 
the dean and chapter on the resignation of Thomas Sharpe 
(who had appointed him curate in 1597), 15 May and 
instituted 5 June, i6oi. 4 Doubt has been cast as to 
whether Sharpe was rector for so long a period, but the 
Church Papers at Chester distinctly state that Tottie was 
presented on his resignation. Tottie was supported in 
his candidature for the benefice by a testimonial from the 
parishioners of Thurstaston signed by Willm. Gleege 
(Glegg), Crystofer Benet, Thomas Glege and twenty-six 
others.5 He was rector for a few months only.

1 ('has. Sheaf, 3rd s., i, 34.
2 Chester Exchequer Bills, belle. 2.
3 Foster's Alumni; Wirral Notes and Queries, n, 72. 
1 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers. 
5 Wirral N. & Q. n,'_72.
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Tottie was probably of a local yeoman family; possibly 
the younger son of Henry Tottye mentioned in the 
following document, of [West] Kirby, who died in 1593.

The will of Henrye Tottye of Kirbye,co. Chester, sicke in 
bodye, dated viijth daye of September, 1593, was proved 
C.C. Chester 8 December, 1593.

To my sonne Henry Tottye iij/i. To my youngest sonne 
Christopher \i\li. To Margerye Holland of Cakley one ewe lambe. 
To Margery Browne daughter to my sister-in-law Margerye 
Browne of Westkirkbye one ewe lambe. To my sonne John xxs. 
Rest and lease of my house to my eldest sonne Thomas and makes 
him and Richard Sharpe executors.

Debts which I owe: Thomas Sharpe, ij/i; my sonne-in-laew 
Thomas Forshaw of Neston, vli.; Mr. William Glegg of Caldey 
Grange, vli.; Richard Wright, xs.

Debts owing to me: Thomas Young suertie for Thomas 
Coventrey, i]li. due at the feast of St. James last past [&] xxxviijs. 
due at the feast of the purification of our blessed lady Mary the 
virgin to come. Witnesses: Robert Leonard, Thellwin Bed- 
worth, X'ofer Tottie.

Inventory by Robte. Leonard, Richard Sharpe, Thomas Young, 
Robte. Goodaker, 1593; li/z. ijs. viijd cattle, sheep, hay, &c.

Testator does not appear to have been buried at West 
Kirby.

HUGH BURCHES, M.A., 1602.

Hugh Burches matriculated as a pensioner from Queens' 
College, Cambridge, 1569; B.A. 1573-4; M.A., 1577, 
incorporated at Oxford, n July iSS^.1 He was special 
preacher during the plague at Chester, 1608 ; 2 rector of 
Llanelian, Anglesey, 1577, and of Llanellchid, 1581; 
vicar of Llandinam, 1582; canon of Bangor Cathedral, 
1582-1615; rector of Penant, co. Montgomery, 1601 (not 
1582) ; 3 presented to Thurstaston by the dean and

1 Foster's Alumni; Venn's Alumni Cantab, i, 257, and Grace Book, 270, 461; 
The Rectors of VVoodchurch, by J. Paul Rylands in Genealogist, N.S. xxxv-vi.

2 Ches. Sheaf, 3 s. ix, 42.
3 The Parish Registers of Holy . . . Trinity, Chester, by L. M. Farrall (IQM) 

p." 842.
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chapter, 14 Nov., 1601, on the death of Henry Tottie; 
admitted and instituted 15 Jan., i6oi[-2],1 paying his 
first fruits 19 May, 44 Elizabeth [1602]. 2

He married Dorothy, daughter of Will ap Sion ap Will 
Hookes of Conway, by whom he had six sons, four of 
whom, including Richard the eldest and next rector, took 
holy orders, and four daughters; he died about 1615. A 
pedigree of the family from Harl. MS. 2153, f. H5d. (old 
772) is given below, but it will be noted that it does not 
include Robert, second son of the rector, given in Mr. 
Rylands' pedigree. No pedigree was entered at any of 
the three Cheshire Visitations and I have been unable to 
find any authority for the arms attributed to the family, 
viz: Arg. a fess chequy Or and Gu. and in chief 3 cross 
crosslets Arg. CREST: A demi-lion (?) rampant Arg. 
collared chequy Or and Gu.

William Burches of B. & Sumerstowne had issue Richard B. 
of Cheshire, who had John B. of Bewmaris, mar. Jane, dau. Ric. 
Bulkeley, by whom he had Hugh B. of Conway, mar. Eliz., dau. 
Hugh ap Owen ap Hugh Holland of Penant, Esq., by whom he had 
Hugh B. mar. Sian, dau. Jo. Robinson of Conway, by whom he had 
Hugh B. mar. Dorothy, dau. Will ap Sion ap Will Hookes of 
Conway, by whom he had: 
1. Richard B. (See next rector.)
2. Peter B.
3. Hugh B.
4. David B. mar. Ellen dau. Jo. Kendrick of Vanilliog, esq.
5. George B. of . . . mar. Margaret, dr. to Ric. Adams, 3 patron 
ess of Woodchurch in Wirral, by whom he had Hugh B. of Wood- 
church in Wirral, who mar. Mary dau. of Leftwich Oldneld of 
Leftwich, 4 by whom he had George B. of Brason nose in Oxford, 
1694.
6. Dorothy.
7. Jane.

1 Bishop's Act Books and Church Papers.
2 Record Soc. Lane. & Ches. viii, 402.
3 For dispute as to advowsonsee Ches. Sheaf, 35. [4550]; for account of the 

Adams family Ibid, n, 48.
4 M/L. 23 Oct., 1669, Hugh Burches of Chester, clerk, and Mary Oldneld, of 

Manchester, spr., at M., Davenham or Namptwich; Act Book, Chester.
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8. Gaynor, mar. Will. Case of Chester.
9. Elizabeth, mar. Jo. Prytherch of Anglesey.

The will of Hugh Burches dated 13 August, 1614, proved 
C.C. Chester 20 December, 1615, is printed at length in 
Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. & dies. LIII, 147, and in Wirral 
N. 6- Q., ii, 73.

Testator mentions his wife, son Richard, daughters Jane, 
Gainor and Elizabeth, sons Robert, David, Peter, George, in the 
order given. No executor being named, administration was granted 
to Dorothy widow and relict.

RICHARD BURCHES, 1616.

This incumbent was instituted 15 May, 1616, by Toby 
[Mathew], archbishop of York (during the vacancy of the 
see of Chester) on the presentation of Thomas Jones of 
Pengwerne, co. Denbigh, gent., and compounded for his 
first-fruits 4 Oct., 15 James I [1617]. x The name is also 
spelt Burgess.

Burches was son of the preceding rector. He married 
Anne daughter of John Whitmore of Thurstaston, esq., 
by whom he had issue Frances, baptized at Thurstaston 
27 March, 1617 (Register), and married to Oliver Pagdolt, 
gent. 2 He was resident at Thurstaston in i6i8. 3 In 
1622, as rector, he contributed nothing towards the 
recovery of the Palatinate. 4

Richard Burches, clerk, rector of Thurstaston, in 
articles of agreement, 20 Mar., 1629, between himself and 
George Stubbes of Thurstaston, yeoman, grants the latter 
for £26 " i. all and all manner of tythe corne or graine . . . 
for the yeare to come . . 1630 . . (one parcell of tythe 
f ormerlie sett to one Thomas Rathbone of Franckbye onley

1 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers; Record Soc. Lanes. & Ches. viii, 
404; Wirral Notes and Queries ii, 74.

2 The Rectors of Woodchurch, by J. Paul Rylauds, in Genealogist, M.S. xxxv-vi 
(1919).

3 Earwaker MSS., Cheshire Sheaf, 3s. vi, 71.
4 Rec. Soc. Lanes. & dies, xii, 71.

K
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excepted); ii. . . the use of the great barn and loft or 
chamber at the end of it until St. James' day, 1631. "l

In 163(1 ?) Richard Burches, elk., brought a suit in 
the Consistory Court against Thomas Rathbone and John 
Eaton concerning the tithe herbage of Thurstaston, but 
an order was made in the county court prohibiting it. 2 
In 1634 he contributed 6s. 8^ towards the repairs of 
St. Paul's and 245. in the following year to the first ship- 
money. 3

As " Mr. Richard Burches, parson of Thurstaston," he 
was buried 25 June, 1633, at St. Oswald's, Chester. He 
left no will at Chester. 4

A Richard Burches was of King's College, Cambridge, in 
1606, but took no degree; while another was of St. John's, 
Oxford, M.A., 1610, vicar of Witney, Oxon. 

GABRIEL BORDMAN, 1633.
This clerk signed the transcript of the register for 1633, 

preserved at Chester, as " rector," together with the two 
churchwardens Thomas Whitle and John Rathbone. 
No other authority for his inclusion is to be found. On 
23 April, 1634 the tnen rector wrote to his bishop com 
plaining that " on Sunday last Mr. Bordman interrupted 
me and would not suffer me to read prayers, neither in the 
morning nor evening." Bordman had signed the tran 
scripts of Bidston in 1632 and 1634 as " curate." 5

Presumably he is identical with Gabriel Bordman, B.A., 
from Trinity College, Cambridge, 1625, incorporated at 
Oxford, 23 June, 1630, M.A., 7 July, 1630, as of St. Mary 
Hall.6 He was sequestered from the curacy of Bidston

1 Hail. MS. 1994, f. 155 (old 4«7). 
2 Harl. MS. 2090, f. 5 (i).
3 Rec. Soc. Lanes. &  dies, xii, 94, 102.
4 The will of " Nicholas Burgess of Hollinwood, clerk, 1635," has been 

examined in case of mis-calendaring; the Christian name however, is correct. 
The testator is described in the will as of Mottarom and in the inventory as of 
Hollinworth.

5 The Registers of Bidston, by W. F. Irvinc (1893), app. iv, v.
6 Foster's Alumni Oxon., quoting Add. MS. I571 -
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in 1647, being reported as " a common frequenter of ale 
houses and oftentimes drunk, and a singer of lewd and idle 
songs." Those, however, were puritanical times, and the 
charges brought against the old incumbents are naturally 
regarded with suspicion.

SION VENABLES, M.A., 1634.
Sion Venables matriculated as sizar from St. John's 

College, Cambridge, 1620, B.A. 1623-4, M.A. 1627. l He 
was presented by the king, the patronage having lapsed; 2 
instituted 15 April, 1634, paid his first fruits 17 May, 10 
Charles [1634], and was collated to the rectory by the 
bishop, according to a second bond, 23 June, 1634. 3

Probably he was the son of Richard Venables of Nant- 
wich, yeoman, who joined with him in the bond given to 
the bishop on his institution. He paid 6s. 8d. to the 
subsidy 1634-6 for the repairs to St. Paul's cathedral, 
London, under the amount being written " 2nd year 
dead." In 1635 he paid i/. 45. to the first ship money. 4 
In 1636 he was no longer rector," 5 for he died intestate 
January, i635-6,6 and was buried at Nantwich. The 
register records the burial thus:

J 635 36, Jan. 20, Syon Venables rector of Thurstington. 7

The true and perfecte Inventorie of Syon Venables late 
rector of Thurstaston was taken and praysed at Nampt- 
wich on the xxviijth day of February, 1635-6, by Will. 
Grafton, Thomas Wright and Ra. Arrowsmith, and at 
Thurstaston by Richard Hunt, Thomas Whittell, John 
Anyeon and Thomas Worrall. Summa xvfo'. The In-

1 Information of Mr. Ernest Axon, to whom I am indebted for many valuable- 
references to post-Reformation rectors. 

*WirralN. &Q.\i, 75.
3 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers; Institutions P.R.O. in Lane. (5- 

Chcs. Antiq. Notes, i, 114.
4 Record Soc. Lane. & Ches. xn, 94, 102.
5 Raines MSS. xxn, 80.
6 Hall's Nantwich, 133-4, 34°.
7 Hall's Nantwich, 133-4, 34°-
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ventory was exhibited C.C. Chester 29 March and ad 
ministration granted to Elizabeth the relict.

EDWARD BOLD, M.A., 1636.
This incumbent was of Brasenose College, Oxford; 

B.A., 7 July, 1624, M.A. 5 July, 1627 i 1 presented 21 Jan., 
1635-6 by Thomas Cholmondeley of Vale Royal, esq., 
and John Werden of the city of Chester, gent., upon which 
Elizabeth, Lady Darcy of Acton, co. York, claiming the 
patronage, presented Bryan Lascells, M.A., on the 7 
March, 1635-6; her claim, however, was vain, for at the 
bottom of the first presentation is written: " 22 Januarii, 
i635[-6]. Fiat Institutio. Jo. Cestrien.'"* Bold com 
pounded for his first fruits accordingly 29 March, 12 Chas. 
[1636]. 3

Edward Bold was not improbably one of the 
Bolds of Upton in Wirral.4 Rackham says he was fifth 
son of Peter Bold, but gives no authority for the identi 
fication. 5 He contributed us. id. to the second ship- 
money, 1636 and £i IQS. to the " warres agt. the Scots " 
in 1639 ; 6 he resigned about 1641. In 1640 and 1641 
marriage licences are addressed to him as curate of 
Knutsford, where he had paid first ship-money in 1635.' 
On the 29 January, 19 Car. [1644] " Edward Bold, late of 
Acton, in the county of Chester, Clerke " was presented at 
Nantwich with others for having " seduced by the in 
stigation of the Devill, . . . intended a rebellious war." 8 
On 30 Nov., 1646 he was presented to Hawarden, Flints., 9 
but many of these Puritan appointments were merely

1 Foster's Alumni.
~ Bishop's Visitation, 1641; Wirral Notes & Queries n, 76. 
3 Record Soc. Lane. & Ches. viii, 406.
4 cf. Ormerod's Cheshire n, 584; Record Soc. Lane. & Ches. vi, 21, 54; 

Visitation of Cheshire, 1613 (Harl. Soc. LIX), 27.
5 Wirral N. & Q. ii, 77.
6 Rec. Soc. Lane. &  Ches. xii, 116, 121.
7 Ibid, xii, 101.
8 Chetham Soc. M.S. i.xv, 150-1.
9 Lord's Journal, vn, 584; ix, 33.
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confirmations; Foster says he was rector in 1641.* He 
was buried in the parish church there 5 January, 1655. 
Administration granted to his widow Alice 17 June, 1656.

BRIAN LASCELLES, M.A., 1641.
Brian Lascelles matriculated Fellow Commoner from 

Christ's College, Camb., April, 1615, B.A., 1616-7, M.A. 
1621; as we have seen, he had been presented before, 
but unsuccessfully. He was now presented by the dean 
and chapter, on the death of the last incumbent, admitted 
by the bishop and duly instituted 28 Oct., i64i,2 paying 
his first fruits 5 Feb., 17 Chas. [1642]. 3 In 1649 he was 
reported by the Parliamentary Commissioners as "a 
blinde man ";* after this nothing is heard of him and he 
left no will or administration at Chester.

JOHN WATTS, 1655.
Ormerod merely dates this incumbent " 1661 and 1666," 

as do the Raines MSS. 5 The presentations and the 
bishop's act books at Chester (the latter calling him 
William Watts) are silent, except that they agree that his 
successor was presented in 1668 upon his death.

He was presented by Oliver Cromwell and approved and 
admitted by the Commissioners for the Approbac'on of 
Publique Preachers 22 August, i655,6 paying his first 
fruits 20 May, 1656.' On 8 Oct, 1661, he paid £2 clerical 
subsidy as minister of Thurstaston. 8

Calamy numbers him amongst the Cheshire ministers 
ejected under the Act of Uniformity on 24 August, 1662;*

1 Foster's Alumni', Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. & Ches., LVXII, 194.
2 Bishop's Act Book; Institutions P.R.O. (Lane. & Ches. Antiqn. Notes).
3 Record Soc. Lane. &  Ches. viii, 406.
4 Ibid, i, 255 ; Notitia Cestriensis, n.
5 Raines MSS. xxii, 90.
6 Plundered Ministers' Accounts (Record Soc. Lane. & Ches. xxxiv), 89 

(Lambeth MSS. Vol. 996, p. 223).
' Record Soe. Lane. & Ches. viii, 407.
8 Cler. Subs. 61/83 (P.R.O.).

9 " Thurstanton [R. 35^. 135. 6d.] Mr. Watts;" Calamy's Ejected Ministers 
(1802), i, 343,
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but marriage licences are addressed to him 3 Dec., 1662, 
and 6 June, J.6631 as rector of Thurstaston, and he signs 
the register transcript in that capacity in 1666. His wife 
Judith was buried at Thurstaston 29 August, 1668, and he 
himself survived but a short space and was also there 
buried on the thirtieth of the following month. 2

Two persons of the name were of Cambridge, viz. John 
Watts of Clare College, M.A., 1631, and John Watts of 
Trinity College, M.A., 1646, ordained priest Lincoln, 1644.

JOHN GROOME, B.A., 1669.
John Groome matriculated at Brasenose College, 

Oxford, as son of John Groome of Slepe, Salop, i July, 
1664, aged 16; B.A., 1668. 3 He was presented by 
Pierceus Lewis of Bodavon, co. Anglesey, gent., 6 Nov., 
1668, on a vacancy caused by the death of William (sic) 
Watts, clerk, the last rector, and was collated to the 
rectory by the bishop, by reason that the presentation had 
lapsed, 18 Sept., 1669. 4 In 1671 he was presented in the 
Consistory Court for not repairing the chancel of his 
church, but later in the year was certified to have done 
what was necessary.5 He appeared and exhibited at the 
bishop's visitations, 1671, 1674 and 1677. In 1679 he is 
said to have resigned, 6 but in the following year his son 
William was baptised at Thurstaston, September loth, 
1681, the register being signed " John Grooms," without 
the addition " rector." He died intestate in 1685, aged 
37, and was buried at Bidston. 7

The inventory of John Grooms [Groome in endorsement] 
of Claughton, co. Chester, clerk, was valued 8 June, 1685,

1 Record Soc. Lane. &  Ches. v, 47, 67.
2 Register.
3 Foster's Alumni.
4 Bishop's Act Books and Church Papers; Institutions P.R.O. in Lane. & 

Ches. Antiq Notes i, 219. 
5 cf. Trans Hist.. Soc. Lane. & Ches. LXIV, 60.
6 The Registers of Bidston, by W. F. Irvine, 72 n.
7 Ibid. 74 : " 1685, John Grooms de Claughton (Clerk) June 4 " [bur.].
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by Thomas Wilson, Thomas Roberts and John Hicock and 
was exhibited C. C. Chester 5 August following, and 
administration was granted to Margaret the relict. 
Summa £39 8s., about half of which is in cows, mares, 
corn sowen and unsowen, and husbandry gear.

WILLIAM THOMPSON, M.A., 1679.
This incumbent appears to be the William Thompson, 

sizar of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 1669, aged 18, son 
of Robert Thompson of Wakefield; B.A., 1672; M.A., 
1676; ordained priest (York) February, 1675-6. Orme- 
rod says he was presented by the dean and chapter on the 
resignation of John Groom and was instituted 1679 < under 
this date he is also included in the list of rectors in the 
church. It may be so, but his name is not to be found in 
the presentations, or bishop's act book and church papers 
preserved at Chester, or in the institutions at the Public 
Record Office; the register transcript for 1679 is signed 
" J. Grooms, Rectr."; for 1680 it is signed by a church 
warden ; for 1681 by " John Grooms," while the tran 
scripts for 1682-3-4 are lacking. It is to be observed 
that the next rector was presented in 1683 by the king on 
vacancy " for this time through the depravity of simony." 1 
Rackham states that he was only appointed formally, to 
cover some irregularity. 2

Thompson's career is not very clear. A person of the 
name is said to have been collated rector of St. Peter's 
Chester, in i663. 3 For a short time, 1663-4, a William 
Thompson was rector of Childwall; he was apparently 
unpopular there and in 1664-5 the parish disbursed £10 
" about clereinge the parish from Mr. Thompson," and 
95 8d. " to compound Mr. Tomson out of the place." 4

1 Bishop's Visitation of 1686.
2 Wirral N. and Q. ii, 78. '
3 A History of the church of St. Peter in Chester, by Frank Simpson (1909), pp. 

69, 76.
4 " Notes on Childwall," by R. Stewart-Brown (Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. & 

Ches. LXV, 122-3); V. C. H. Lanes, iii, 106; Institutions P.R.O. in Lanes. &  
Ches. Antiqn. Notes, i, 197.
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On 6 July, 1675, he became a Prebendary of Chester1 and 
on 26th, according to Ormerod was collated minister of 
St. Peter's, Chester. From 14 May, 1683 to ante May, 
1694, an incumbent of this name was rector of Aldingham, 
on the king's presentation. 2 He was buried in Chester 
Cathedral 9 January, 1693. His administration is 
missing at the Probate Registry.

ROBERT BRADSHAW, 1683-4.
Robert Bradshaw was made deacon by John [Pearson], 

bishop of Chester, 21 May, 1676; priest by the same, 25 
July, 1677; instituted rector of Thurstaston 2 Feb., 1683-4 
on the presentation of the king " per pravitatem simon . . 
pro hac vice vacan," and inducted on the day following. 3 
Ormerod4 states that he was instituted rector of Brereton 
on 2 Feb., 1683, which may be a clerical error.

This incumbent was son of John Bradshaw of Breight- 
met, co. Lane., yeoman, and was born there; he was 
educated at Bolton school under Mr. Shaftoe; admitted 
sizar Christ's College, Cambridge, under Mr. Lovett, 17 
June, 1672, aged 17; B.A., 1675-6. 5 He died in 1689 and 
was buried on the I7th of July in the churchyard. The 
tombstone is extant but does not state his age, which we 
know, however, from his admission was about 34. No will 
or administration is preserved at Chester, but what 
appears to be his father's will is given below.

The will of John Bradshaw of Breightmit, co. Lane., 
yeoman, aged and somewhat infirm, dated 20 April, 1676, 
was proved C.C. Chester by Abraham Bradshaw, 4 May, 
1677; power reserved to James and Catherine Bradshaw.

Estate to be divided into three partes. One I give to Katharin 
my wife, the other two to my four sons John, James, Abraham

1 Ibid, i, 216.
s Ibid, i, 228; V.C.H. Lanes, viii, 327.
3 Bishop's Visitation; Institutions P.R.O. in Lane. &  Ches. Antiq. Notes, i, 

233; Bishop's Act Books.
4 Vol. iii, p. 94.
5 Biog. Register of Christ's Coll:, by John Peile (1910-1913) n, 44.
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and Robert equally. Two sons James and Abraham executors. 
[Signed by mark.] Witnesses, Adam Houlte, Jo. Rishton. In 
ventory , , . [torn] . . . mber 23, 1676. Summa 6i/i. 135. 6d.

Another Robert Bradshaw was minister of Hindley, co. 
Lane., from 1671 till about iGSo.1

PETER MORREY, A.B., 1689.

Sizar of St. Catharine's, Cambridge, 1678. Deacon by 
John [Pearson] bishop of Chester, Sept. 19, 1680; priest 
by the same Feb. 24, 1683-4. Presented to Thurstaston 
in 1689, on the death of Robert Bradshaw, by the dean and 
chapter; instituted and inducted October 14 in that year 
by Nicholas [Strafford] bishop of Chester. 2 He resigned 
28 Nov., 1691, on being presented to Neston by the dean 
and chapter of Chester at the testamentary request of, 
and in succession to, Dr. James Arderne, under whom he 
had been curate there; and was instituted vicar 10 Feb., 
1691-2. Morrey was fortunate in his ex-vicar, for not only 
was Arderne one of the Ardernes of Harden, but he was 
also dean of Chester, and had bequeathed his whole estate 
to the dean and chapter, so that his wishes were naturally 
treated with respect. Morrey died about 1719 and was 
buried at Neston 28 March in that year 3 ; no monument 
appears to be extant. Dr. Arderne died 18 Sept., 1691, 
and was buried in Chester Cathedral. 4

The will of Peter Morrey, vicar of Neston, co. Chester, 
dated 15 January, 1718-19, was proved C. C. Chester, 
2 February, 1720, by Mary, relict, and Anne daughter of 
the deceased, all the executors appointed renouncing.

Testator desires to be buried in Neston churchyard. Leaves 
wife the goods she brought with her, three of my best cows and 
five shillings; to sons Peter and John five shillings apiece; re 
mainder amongst other children, viz. son Robert and daughters 
Anne, Elizabeth, Mary, Prudence and Martha, "no difference to be

1 Licensed 1677; Trans. Hisl. Soc. Lane. & Ches. LXII, So.
2 Presentations, Chester; Bishop's Visitation, 1691, Bishop's Act Book.
3 Wirral Notes &  Queries ii, 7, 78.
4 Le Neve's Fasti, iii, 344; Earwaker's East Cheshire, i, 470.
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made except as they are distinguished by their Aunt Button's 
will." Executors to dispose of books, ancient coins [&c.]. 
Friends Revd. Mr. Thomas Green, Rector of Woodchurch, 1 Mr. 
Richard Smith his curate,,- Thomas Johnson of Leighton and 
John Evans of Great Neston to be Executors: Witnesses, Rich. 
Hathornthwaite, ? Owen. Seal is an impression of an ancient 
coin.

MILES ATKINSON, 1692.
Ordained deacon 6 Aug., 1671; priest 22 Sept., 1678. 

Presented 22 Jan., 1691-2, on the resignation of Peter 
Morrey, by the dean and chapter, 2 and instituted 10 Feb. 3 
He appeared at the bishop's visitation in 1696 as rector, 
and in that year granted " Sacrament Certificates " as 
follows: 

Certificate by Miles Atkinson, the minister, and John 
Johnson, churchwarden, of Thurstington that William 
Whitmore of Thurstington, esq., received the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper at the Church of Thurstington on 27 
Dec., 1696.

Witnesses: Edward Glegg of Irby, gent., and Ralph 
Lyon of Thurstington,

A similar certificate for Edward Glegg. Witnesses: 
W. Whitmore and Ralph Lyon. 4

In 1701 he appeared as rector and schoolmaster; at this 
visitation he also exhibited letters as curate of the chapel 
of Ellenbrooke in the parish of Eccles, granted 16 Feb., 
I682-3. 5

It was at Ellenbrooke that he began his career as the 
schoolmaster, and served as curate from 1683 till 1697 
certainly and probably until his death. 6 Two of his 
children were baptized at Eccles, in 1680 and 1686. 7

1 See Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. &  Ches. liii.
2 Bishop's Act Book; Presentations, Chester.
3 Not 22 Jan. Institutions P.R.O. in Lanes, and Ches. Antiq. Notes, i, 233; 

Raines MSS. xxii, 94; Bishop's Visitation, 1696.
4 Cheshire, Sacrament Certificates, P.R.O., bdle. i.
5 Cf. Kenyan MSS., 229, 417.
6 " Ellenbrook Chapel and its I7th Century Ministers," by Ernest Axon, in 

Trans. Lanes. & Ches. Antiq. Soc. xxxviii, 31. ' Eccles Registers.
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His end was a singular one. In the bishop's visitation 
of 22 May, 1705, he is noted as rector " n " (non com- 
paruit); he had disappeared from his home on Michaelmas 
day in the previous year " observed to be somewhat 
melancholy a little before," and was quaintly described 
and advertised for as " supposed to be murdered " in the 
London Gazette. 1 He died in 1704 or 1705, but was not 
buried at Thurstaston.

Administration of the goods of Miles Atkinson, late of 
Thurstaston, clerk, was granted C.C. Chester, n Oct., 1705, 
to Isabel Atkinson of same, spinster, natural and lawful 
daughter; other bondsmen were Robert Maddock of 
Shotwick, shipcarpenter, and Jo: Doe. " Ad usum tamen 
Joanis, Tho: & Mariae Atkinson minorum quam tuum."

JOHN HODSON, 1705.
John Hodson was made deacon by Nicholas [Straff ord] 

bishop of Chester, 25 September, 1698, priest by the same 
24 September, 1699. 2 From 1699 till 1701 he signs the 
transcripts of Bruera as curate and appeared in that 
capacity at the bishop's visitation of Bruera 13 May, 
1701; 3 in 1704 he signs the transcripts of Shotwick as 
curate and in the following year exhibited his letters at the 
bishop's visitation of that parish. 4 In 1705 he was 
presented by the dean and chapter to Thurstaston, on the 
death of Miles Atkinson5 and was duly instituted6 28 
September in that year; he appears at the visitations of 
Thurstaston in 1709, 1712, 1716, 1725, 1728, 1733, 1738 
1742, and in that of 1747 was excused " by reason of age."

This incumbent was the eldest son of Samuel Hodson of 
Christ!eton.7 He there married 6 January, 1697, Dorothy8

1 No. 4082, Dec. 21-5, 1704, of. Cheshire Sheaf, 38. vii, 19.
2 Bishop's Visitation of Thurstaston, 1709.
3 The Registers of Bruera Church, by W. F. Irvine, p. vii,
4 Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane. &  Ches. Ixvi, 59.
5 Presentations, Chester; Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers.
6 Institutions P.R.O. in Lanes. & Ches. Anliq. Notes i, 233.
7 Wirral N. & Q. ii, 78.
8 " John Hodson and Dorothy Hocknill, lie., 6 Jan., 1697;" Philliinore's
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daughter of George Hockenhull of Prenton and they had 
issue, says Ormerod, two sons and three daughters; their 
names appear to have been George, John, Amy, Dorothy 
and Mary. Amy and Dorothy were baptised at Thurstas 
ton in 1707 and 1712, and all three were married there to 
Wirral yeomen in 1737, 1738 and 1739, respectively, Amy 
to James Wolstenholme, of Neston; Dorothy to Samuel 
Hough of Oldneld and Mary to Samuel Bennet of " Church 
Bebington." 1 Of the sons George was born at Christleton 
and John at Thurstaston. Both were taught by their 
father and were admitted sizars of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, George on 19 March, 1717-8, aged 16, and 
John on 30 May, 1724, aged 17. 2 George was curate of 
West Kirby from 1726 to 1758, and his name, with that of 
his rector, John Mapletoft, appears at the foot of the table 
of pious benefactors in the church there. 3 He married 
and five of his children were buried at Thurstaston; he 
was rector of Overchurch from 1737 to 1757. 4 In 1728 
John was curate under his father, and in 1740 was curate 
of Woodchurch. 5 Dorothy Hodson, mere, died in 1747 
and was buried at Thurstaston on 14 May and her husband, 
the rector, surviving her was also there buried 8 July, 
1752. 6 No monument is known. John Hodson's great- 
grandson was principal of Brasenose College. 7

CHARLES HENCHMAN, M.A., 1752.
Charles Henchman was of St. John's College, Camb., 

B.A., 1729, M.A., 1744, incorporated at Oxford 1744. 8 
Perpetual curate of St. Olave's, Chester, 1743-61 ; 9 pre 
sented by the dean and chapter to the rectory of Thurstas-
Cheshire Parish Registers, i, 100. She is mentioned as " cousin " in the will of 
Robert Moore (? of Bankhall), gent., 1712 (Trails. Hist. Soc. Lane. & Ches. 
Ixiii, 113), and her husband was named executor in the will of John Hockenhull 
of Preiiton dated 1728, proved 1733 (Chetham Soc. N.S. xxxvii, 104).

1 Vide Register extracts (in Appendix).
2 Cheshire Sheaf, 38. vi, 27, 28. 3 MS. Wirral M.I.'s penes me. 
4 The Registers of Upton in Overchurch, by W. F. Irvine, p. iii. 
6 Vide Register extracts. 6 Ibid. 'Ormerod. 8 Foster's Alumni. 
a Parish Register of Holy Trinity, Chester, by L.M. Farrall (1914), p. 844.
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ton, 1752, on the death of John Hodson, and instituted 
25 August in that year. On 13 August, 1754, he is noted 
as rector of Thurstaston and Wm. Robinson as his curate, 
but " appears " as minister of St. Olave's and exhibited 
his letters of orders as deacon, by Samuel bishop of 
Chester, 20 Sept., 1730, priest by the same bishop, 31 Oct., 
I73I1 [&c.]. He was elected sacrist of Chester Cathedral, 
20 Jan., 1747-8 and praecentor, 23 Jan., 1754. 2 From 
1733-80, he was rector of Stanton-in-the-Wolds. He 
resigned from Thurstaston about 1761, to become vicar 
of St. Oswald's, Chester, 4 September, 1761, which vicarage 
he held until his death. In 1766 he appears as curate 
of Bruera and vicar of St. Oswald's. 3 In 1776 he is 
mentioned in the will of his sister Anne. Dying suddenly 
in 1780 he was buried on 4 July in the south aisle of the 
choir in Chester Cathedral as " minor canon and vicar 
of St. Oswald's aged at or about 72 "; M.I. His wife 
Elizabeth died 18 and was also there buried 20 Jan., 
1776, aged 70 (or? 73); M.I. 4 From entries in the 
register he would appear to have left surviving issue, 
but no will or admon. is preserved at Chester. This 
incumbent was a great-grandson of Humphrey, bishop of 
London, who was very instrumental in forwarding the 
king's escape after the battle of Worcester and after the 
Restoration was consecrated bishop of Salisbury, trans 
lated to London and appointed Lord Almoner.

The following curtailed pedigree, from Hutchins' 
Dorset ii, 831; Notes 6- Queries, 38. iii, 256, 316; The 
Visitation of London, 1633-4 (Harl. Soc. xv, 374), Diet, of 
Nat. Biogy., Foster's Alumni, and Chester Cathedral 
Register may be of interest. The arms given in the 
visitation of London are [Or] a chevron between 3 bugle

1 Bishop's Visitation and Act Book.
3 Chester Cathedral Register (Par. Regr. Soc. LIV, 1904).
3 The Register of Bruera (Par. Regr. Soc. LXVH, 1910).
4 Ormerod i, 204; Chester Cath. Reg., (Par. Reg. SO3.).
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horns stringed [sable], on a chief [Gules] 3 lioncels rampant 
[of the first]; the tinctures given are taken from Papworth.

HUMPHREY HENCHMAN (son of Thomas Henchman, skinner of 
the city of London), born at Barton Seagrave, Northants.; bap. 
there 22 Dec., 1592. B.A. Christ's College, Camb., 1612-13; 
M.A., 1616; B.D., 1623; D.D., 1628; incorporated at Oxford, 
1617; Bishop of Salisbury, 1660; translated to London, 1663; 
died there, aged 82, 7 Oct. 1675; buried in Fulham church, M.I 
He married Ellen, dau. of bishop Towson and niece of John 
Davenant, bishop of Salisbury. Issue: 

1. THOMAS HENCHMAN, of whom presently.
2. Humphrey Henchman.
3. Charles Henchman.
4. Mary, mar. John Heath.
5. . . . .? mar. Thomas Cooke.
The last daughter was apparently dead before the bishop made 

Ills will, as only the son-in-law is mentioned, but the other four 
children are all mentioned therein.

THOMAS HENCHMAN (No. i above) of Crutched Friars, bap. at 
Salisbury 15 Sept. 1630, married Mary, dau. of Thomas Howe of 
Abbot's Langley, Herts., by whom he had: 

A. CHARLES HENCHMAN, of whom below.
B. Thomas Henchman, prebendary of Sarum. He married and 

had issue.
C. Humphrey Henchman, LL.D., Chancellor of London, M.A., 

Christ Church, Oxford, 1694, B. & D.C.L., 1702. He married and 
had issue.

CHARLES HENCHMAN (above), of Christ Church, Oxford, M.A. 
1695; vicar of Great Budworth, 13 March, 1699; rector of 
Alderley, 16 May, 1714, and master of the King's School in 
Chester; collated prebendary of Chester 20 Jan., 1717-8 ; died 
6 and bur. 9 Feb., 1740-1 in St. Mary's chapel, Chester Cathedral, 
M.I. Admon. granted C.C. Chester, 10 Mar., 1740-1, to his widow 
Margaret; she died 30 April and was buried also in St. Mary's 
chapel, aged 69, 2 May, 1752, M.I.; Admon. of her effects, as of 
Abbey Court, was granted C.C. Chester, 19 Mar., 1753, to her son 
Charles. They had issue: 

1. CHARLES HENCHMAN, rector of Thurstaston.
2. Humphrey Henchman, bap. at Chester Cathedral, 22 Apl., 

1712.
3. Anne, bap. at Chester Cathedral, 4 Mar., 1713; died unmar. 

aged 64, and bur. in the south aisle of the choir of Chester Cathe-
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dral, 30 Dec., 1776. Will dated 8 Oct., 1776, proved C.C. Chester, 
7 March, 1777.

4. Elizabeth, bap. at Chester Cathedral, 10 July, 1715, proved 
her sister Anne's will, 1777; (?) bur. at Chester Cathedral 6 Oct., 
1804.

5. Margaret, proved her sister Anne's will, 1777.

The following refer to the parents and sister of the 
rector of Thurstaston:

Administration of the goods of Charles Henchman, clerk, late 
one of the prebendaries of the Cathedral Church of Christ and the 
blessed Virgin Mary, Chester, was granted C.C. Chester, to Mar 
garet Henchman, widow, 10 March, 1740; other bondsmen, John 
Woods of Willford, co. Nottingham, clerk, and Edward Poole ot 
Woolden, co. Lancaster, esquire.

Administration of the goods of Margaret Henchman late of the 
Abbey Court, in the city of Chester, widow, was granted C.C. 
Chester, 19 March, 1753, to Charles Henchman, of the city of 
Chester, clerk, natural and lawful son; other bondsmen, Robert 
Whiston of same, clerk, and Hugh Speed of same, gent.

The holograph will of Anne Henchman [of the city of Chester, in 
endorsement] dated 8 October, 1776, was proved C.C. Chester, 7 
March, 1777, by both executrices. To brother Charles Henchman 
twenty pounds; rest between sisters Elizabeth and Margaret 
Henchman and makes them executrices. Witness, Su: Roberts.

JOHN PRINCE, M.A., 1761.
This incumbent is probably identical with John Prince 

of Queens' College, Cambridge, M.A., 1745, and with John 
Prince described as curate of St. Mary's-on-the-Hill, 
Chester, 1747-55. l He was elected a minor canon of 
Chester, 8 December, I749,2 and was presented to Thur 
staston, 1761, on the resignation of Charles Henchman,3 
by the dean and chapter, being instituted 28 November in 
that year. 4 He appears at the visitation of 1766 with his 
curate William Jon, and at the visitations of 1770, 1778, 
1783 and 1789 with his curate Thomas Dawson. He does

1 Eaxwaker's History of St. Mary-on-the-Hill, p. 96.
2 Chester Cathedral Register (Par. Regr. Soc.) p. 26.
3 Presentations, Chester.
4 Institutions P.R.O. in Lane. & Ches. Antiq. Notes n, 125; Bishop's Act 

Books and Church Papers.
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not exhibit, but it appears from the visitation of 1778 that 
Thomas Dawson was made deacon by Edmund [Keene], 
bishop of Chester, 12 July, 1767, and priest by the same, 
30 July, 1769. The replies to the bishop's visitation 
queries of 1778, were made by Thomas Dawson, the 
curate, and show that Mr. Prince resided at Hoole near 
Chester. Mr. Prince died 30 November, and was buried 
in the north aisle of the choir of Chester Cathedral, 4 
December, 1795, aged 73.1

JOSEPH EATON, M.A., 1796.

Joseph Eaton, son of Peter of Worham [? Weverham], 
Cheshire, matriculated from Brasenose College, Oxford, 
26 May, 1757, aged 20; B.A., 1761 ; 2 M.A., Peterhouse, 
Cambridge; curate of Holy Trinity, Chester, 1766-83; 
perpetual curate of St. Michael's, Chester, 1783-96. 3 He 
was presented to the rectory of Thurstaston, 1796, on the 
death of John Prince4 by the dean and chapter, instituted 
ii February, 1796, and appeared at the bishop's visitation, 
1797, his curate Peter Wilson being excused. On 24 
June, 1763, he had been elected minor canon of Chester 
Cathedral, and on 12 July, 1780, sacrist. 5 From 1766-8, 
he was head master of King's School, Chester. He died 
in 1800,6 leaving a widow and two sons, Joseph, who took 
holy orders, 7 and William. The former is probably the 
parson who appears at the visitation of Bruera and was 
also vicar of St. Oswald's in 1819, and was instituted 
rector of Handley in 1827.

The will of Joseph Eaton, in the city of Chester, clerk, 
dated 31 May, 1800, was proved C.C. Chester by the 
executrix 12 November, 1800. Under £100.

1 Chester Cath. Reg. p. 39; Ormerod, i, 294.
2 Foster's Alumni.
3 Register of. . . Holy . . Trinity, Chester, by L. M. Farrall, p. 843.
4 Presentations, Chester.
5 The Registers of Chester Cathedral (Par. Reg. Soc.), p. 31, 35.
6 See Register of Holy Trinity, p. 843.
7 Ibid.
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To my wife Ann Eaton household goods and landed property at 
Hartford, co. Chester, for life, with remainder as to latter to my 
younger son Joseph Eaton. To elder son William £130 after my 
wife's death. Remainder to two sons equally. Wife Ann to be 
executrix. If Trustees are found necessary appoints Edward 
Mainwaring of Chester, esq., and the Rev. Thomas Edwards of 
Aldford. [Seal, Initial E.]. Witnesses, Thos. Edwards, John 
Meakin, Elizabeth Twemlow.

JAMES WINFIELD, 1800.
James Winfteld was presented in 1800, on the death of 

Joseph Eaton,1 by the dean and chapter, and was in 
stituted 6 December in that year, 2 appearing at the 
bishop's visitation of 1804 with his curate Peter Wilson. 
He died 26 September, 1807, and was buried in the nave 
of Chester Cathedral. 3 He had a son Thomas of Brase- 
nose College, Oxford, B.A., 1804, M.A., 1806; elected 
Morning Reader, Chester Cathedral vice his father James 
Winiield, deceased, 22 October, 1807;* subsequently 
rector of Finmere. 5

GEORGE HARRISON LARDEN, M.A., 1807.
This rector was born at Tattenhall and educated at 

Shrewsbury School. He entered St. John's College, 
Cambridge, as a sizar in 1784, was elected a scholar in 1787, 
and took his degrees of B.A. in 1788 and M.A. in 1791. 6 
On 7 June, 1790 he was elected second master of Maccles- 
field Grammar School at a salary of £50 a year, resigning 
in I794,7 probably on appointment to the mastership of the 
King's School, Chester. He was also a minor canon and 
the sacrist of the cathedral. He was presented to Thur-

1 Presentations, Chester.
2 Institutions P.R.O. in Lane. & Ches. Antiq. Notes u, 125; Bishop's Act 

Book and Church Papers.
3 Ormerod i, 291. The burial entry is not in the register, but see note below.
4 Chester Cathedral Register (Par. Regr. Soc.), p. 42.
5 Foster's Alumni.
6 From the College Register: kindly communicated, with other information, 

by Sir R. F. Scott, Master.
7 Earwaker, East Cheshire, ii, 524.
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staston in 1807, on the death of James Winfield,1 by the 
dean and chapter, being instituted on 31 October. 2

Mr. Larden was the son of John Larden of Tattenhall, 
freeman of Chester, 3 who died in 1791 and was there 
buried, and derived his Christian names from his uncle by 
marriage George Harrison. 4 He died u March, 1808, 
at Bath, having gone there for the benefit of his health, and 
was buried at St. James' church on 15 March. 5 There is a 
short account of him, by a former pupil at Chester, in the 
Gentleman's Magazine of 1808, i, 382. Early in 1794 he 
had married Catherine, daughter of John and Catherine 
Edge; she survived him, and dying on 15 Nov., 1839, aged 
77, was buried at Burton in Wirral. 6 They had a son 
George Edge Larden, clerk, who matriculated at Oxford 
from Brasenose College 24 April, 1816, aged 17; B.A. 
1820; M.A. 1822. The rector's brother John Larden was 
sheriff of Chester in 1785, and mayor in 1801; he left a 
son, John Larden, M.D., who was buried at Neston.7

The will of George Harrison Larden of the city of 
Chester, clerk, dated 5 February, 1808, was proved by 
both executors, C.C. Chester, 4 May following, under £2000.

To my wife [no name] plate &c. up to £300. To brother John 
Larden of the city of Chester, esquire, and Thomas Edwards of 
Aldford, co. Chester, clerk, all freehold messuages and remainder 
of personal estate in trust. Mentions son George Edge Larden, 
under 21; freehold estate called Broad Oak estate to be conveyed 
to him at 25 years of age; wife [no name, now living]; children of 
my sister Elizabeth Jones. Money from sale of Sarney Farm

1 Presentations, Chester.
2 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers; Institutions P.R.O. in Lanes. &  

Ches. Antiq. Notes, ii, 125.
3 The printed Freemen's Rolls of Chester show 1678, John Larden felt 

maker; 1709, John Larden, feltmaker, his son (the father being then " of 
Tattenhall"); 1747, John Larden, yeoman, his son (father dead); 177 6, John 
Larden his son, woollen draper (father described as "gentleman, of Tatten 
hall"). This last appears to be the brother mentioned in the will as "of 
Chester, esquire."

4 See will of John Larden of Chester, yeoman, pr. 1729.
B Genealogist, N.S., ix, 112. 6 See M.I. below. ' M.I. below.
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estate towards payment of debts. Legacies to nieces Frances and 
Maria, the two daughters of my brother John Larden. My said 
wife guardian of my said son. Trustees to be executors. Wit 
nesses, Thos. Francis, Jno. Finchett, Willm. Edwards.

On the south side of Burton churchyard is an altar 
tomb with two brasses, one at the west, the other at the 
east end. Inscriptions :

" Here lyeth | the Body of JOHN EDGE of NESTON | Who 
Departed this Life | August the 22nd, 1776 | Aged 54 years."

Here lie the Remains of CATHERINE , RELICT of the Revd 
G. H. LARDEN, M.A. | A minor Canon \ In the Cathedral Church 
of Chester | and DAUGHTER of JOHN and CATHERINE EDGE | 
Born May 28, 1763 | Died Nov. 15, 1839. |

The following is at Neston: Hannah Maria Larden only child 
of John and Kezia Larden of Great Neston, died 20 January, 1810, 
aged 14 years. Also John Larden, M.D., son of John Larden, esq., 
of Tattenhall and Hannah Edge of Neston and father of the above. 
Born Oct., 19, 1780 and died Nov., 29, i8[? 5]3.

The Lardens appear to have been an old yeoman family 
of Tattenhall and Chester, akin to the Lardens of Hampton 
in Malpas parish, who styled themselves gentlemen in 
their wills. The Edges, with whom the Lardens inter 
married, are in the seventeenth century found in Handley 
parish.1 They were assessed to the Hearth Tax in 1663 
at Barrow, Tattenhall and Edge. The following wills 
illustrate the story.

The will of Thomas Larden, of Tattenhall, co. Chester, 
chyrargeon, weak, dated 7 December, i George, 1714, 
was proved C.C. Chester, by both executors, 12 March 
I7I4L-5]-

To be buried in the churchyard of Tattenhall. To my mother 
Ellinor Fletcher ten pounds yearly, being joynture settled upon 
her at her marriage to my father George Larden. To my mother 
Ellinor Fletcher and my stepfather John Fletcher, two shillings 
and sixpence apiece. Legacies to Mary Margaret and John 
Fletcher, the three children [under 21] of my stepfather John 
Fletcher, cousin James Larden, Mr. Josiah Leigh of Chester,

1 Malpas register 1607 and 1608.
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chyrurgeon, Br.inlawHoply Woolridge, godchildren, godson John 
Farrar, John Edge, sen., of Tattenhall, John son. to Thomas Edge, 
late Dr. of Mil[? l]ton-Green, John Simpson of Larton, George son 
to John Simpson of Larton, Ellin Simpson of Larton daughter to 
John Simpson of Larton, couzin James Larden, poor of Tattenhall, 
for the schooling of the children of the same at the discretion of 
the Rev. Mr. Davis, present rector of Tattenhall; Mr. Bagnall of 
Clealy, John Larden and John Edge, senr., both of Tattenhall 
and James Larden and their heirs, and makes them trustees, to 
John Hurst. To sister Elizabeth Woolridge all my lands in Tatten 
hall my dwelling house, barns [&c.]; and gives her and couzin 
James Larden rest of personal estate. Executors, brother-in- 
law Hoply Woolridge of Dukington and John Edge, Senr. of 
Tattenhall. Witnesses, Samuel Gardner, Thomas Edge, John 
Goulborn.

Inventory of personal estate I March 1714-5, by Henry Wool- 
rich and John Farrar £31 oo 6.

The will of John Larden of Chester, yeoman, somewhat 
distempered in body, dated 30 July, n George, 1715, was 
proved C.C. Chester 27 (?) April, 1729, by James Larden, 
the other executor being dead.

To my wife Abigail Larden two crofts called Reece in Tattenhall, 
co. Chester which I purchased of Samuel Bennett, late of Tatten 
hall and after her decease to my grandson John Harrison son of 
George Harrison of Odford in said [Chester] county, paying his two 
sisters Mary and Frances Harrison twenty pounds apiece. Per 
sonal estate to wife Abigail Larden and makes her and James 
Larden [no relationship mentioned], executors.

Seal. A bird upon the Royal crown regarding to sinister a 
globe ?

Witnesses. Tho. Moulson, Eliz. Buckley, Thos. Corles ?

The will of Robert Larden of Hampton, co. Chester, 
gentleman, dated 14 April, n Anne, 1712, was proved by 
the two executors n October, 1715, Chester C.C.

To my sone John Larden and his heires all mannours messuages 
[&c.] in Caldecott, Crew, Shocklach, Wrenbury cum Fryth and 
Chorley, co. Chester, in default of such issue to my sone Robert 
Larden and his heires, in default to right heires. To son 
Robert all messuages, lands [&c.] in Hampton, Sutton, Button y 
brine and Caka Button, co. Denbigh and all other my lands in
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Wales, also leasehold in Cholmondeley, co. Chester, in default, as 
to last mentioned, to son John. To sone in law Thomas Glutton 
of Chorleton twenty shillings, unto his wife my daughter Mar 
garet Glutton one guinea to buy her a ringe; if she survive her 
husband eighteen pounds annually. To the poore of Caldecott, 
Crew and Shocklach annually one pound two shillings and six 
pence; to the poore of Fryth and Chorley seven shillings and 
sixpence annually, on every Christmas day for ever; to the poor of 
Hampton seven shillings and sixpence yearly; to the poore of the 
townships in Wales where my lands lye tenn shillings yearly every 
Christinas day for ever. To Margaret Stretch of Whitehurch, 
widdow, twenty five shillings. Rest to two said sons and makes 
them executors.

Armorial seal, blurred (? Cholmondeley).
Witnesses. Tho. Caldecott, Ambrose Sparrow, Thos. Churton.
Inventory 10 October, 1715, Cows, bull, calves, horses, hay and 

corne, cheese, household goods, prised by Ambrose Sparrow and 
Tho. Caldecott. Summa ^590 13 6.

On the west wall of the nave of Malpas church is a 
brass: 

" Here Lyeth Interred the | Body of ROBERT LARDEN | of 
Hampton Gen4 who Dyed Septr the 24* 1715 aged 74 and | Also 
 the Body of MARY his Wife who Dyed Decemr the (27: 1711 
aged 63 (also MARY And ALICE their Daughters) | MARY the 
Second Daughter I Dyed Febrr the 10: 1705 aged 27. ALICE y8 
youngest Daughter | Dyed Jan, 25. 1705 aged 16.

The will of Robert Larden of Hampton, co. Chester, 
gent., dated 31 March, 1731, was proved C.C. Chester, by 
all three executors 30 May, 1734.

To wife Alice annuity of one hundred pounds out of my lands 
in Hampton, Caldecott, Wrenbury Frith, and Cholmondeley, co. 
Chester, and Button, co. Denbigh. Devises all real estate in co. 
Chester and co. Denbigh to cosin Hugh Webster of Tushingham, 
co. Chester, gent., for life with remainder to his first son and his 
heirs, remainder to second, third [&c.] sons, and in default of such 
issue to my cousin John Webster of Whitchurch for life [with 
similar remainders] and for default [&c.] to my cosin Hugh Web 
ster of Churton, gent., for life [with similar remainders] and 
for default [&c.] to my kinsman John Larden of Tattenhall for 
life [with similar remainders] and in default to my right heirs. 
Legacies to Robert Roe and Mary Roe, children of my brother in
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law Thomas Roe, my nephew John Holt, brother in law Mr. 
William Dod and his wite, said John Larden of Tattenhall, James 
Larden of Handley. Said wife, Hugh Webster of Tushingham 
and John Webster of Whitchurch, executors. Witnesses, Tho. 
Tagg, Nath. Barber, Tho. Tagg, Jun.

In a bond to the bishop re returning the will into court 
John Webster of Whitchurch is styled grocer.

Administration of the goods of John Larden, late of 
Hampton, gentleman, was granted to Catherine Larden 
of Hampton, in the parish of Malpas, widow [sic, no " and 
relict"], and Robert Larden, of same, gentleman, brother 
[of the deceased]; other bondsman John Minshull of the 
city of Chester, alderman; at Chester C.C. 6 October, 1720.

JAMES IRELAND, M.A., 1808.
James Ireland was the son of Edward Ireland of 

Broughton (? in Furness), Lancashire, and born about 
1771. He was educated at Hawkshead School and 
Trinity College, Cambridge; B.A., 1796, and M.A., I799- 1 
The will of Edward Ireland of Broughton, hatter, was 
proved at Lancaster in 1811.

Minor Canon of Chester, 1800-22; curate of St. Oswald's, 
Chester, 1800-8; perpetual curate of Aughton, 1808, but 
resigned. 2 In that year he was presented to Thurstaston, 
on the death of the last incumbent, 3 by the dean and 
chapter, and was instituted 3 May, 1808. 4 He died i July, 
1822, aged 49, and lies buried under a slab in Chester 
Cathedral. 5

JOHN FISH, B.A., 1822.
John Fish was born 31 January, 1790. 6 He was B.A. 

of Trinity College, Dublin; curate of St. Mary's, Chester,

1 Admissions to Trin. Coll. Camb., iii, 328.
z The Register of Holy Trinity, Chester, by L. M. Farrall, p. 845.
3 Presentations, Chester.
4 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers.
5 Ormerod I, 303.
6 M.I. in churchyard. The inscription states he was rector for 44 (sic) years.
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1813; curate of North Meols, 1815 j 1 and in 1822 he was 
presented to Thurstaston on the death of James Ireland,3 
being instituted 28 October in that year. 3 He was rector 
for 36 years, but does not appear to have been resident 
until 1827, as an entry on the flyleaf of one of the registers 
states: " Mr. Fish, rector of Thurstaston, removed from 
Neston to his new house in Thurstaston on Tuesday, 
Septr. 4th, 1827." He had a numerous family, whose 
births and baptisms are entered in the register,4 and dying 
21 July, 1858, aged 68, was buried at Thurstaston. His 
wife had predeceased him on 4 September, 1853, aged 58, 
and both lie under a flat stone in the churchyard. 5

FRANCIS EDWARD THURLAND, M.A., 1858. 
Francis Edward Thurland, second son of William 

Thurland, of St. Mary Magdalen parish, Oxford, pleb. 
was educated at New College; matriculated 30 Jan., 1838, 
aged 18; clerk, 1838-43; B.A., 1841, deacon and priest, 
1843, by the bishop of Oxford, chaplain, 1843-7, M.A., 
1846; master of Salisbury Cathedral School, 1847-50, 
minor canon and praecentor of Chester. 6 He was presented 
in 1858 to the rectory of Thurstaston, on the death of John 
Fish,7 by the dean and chapter and was instituted 15 
December, 1858. 8 He died in 1893 and was buried at 
Thurstaston 10 April, aged 73.° A brass to his memory, 
with arms and crest is placed on the north wall of the 
chancel.10

FRANCIS AYLMER FROST, 1893.
This incumbent was made deacon in 1889 and priest in 

1890. From 1889 to 1893 he was curate of Audlem and 
on 20 September, 1893, was instituted to Thurstaston.

1 The Registers of Holy Trinity, Chester, by L. M. Farrall, p. 843.
2 Presentations, Chester. 3 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers.
* Vide register extracts. 5 See p. 116.
6 Foster's Alumni; Crockford, 1868, p. 653. 7 Presentations, Chester.
8 Bishop's Act Book and Church Papers.
9 Vide Register Extracts. 10 See p. no.
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Francis Aylmer Frost, of Meadowslea, co. Flint, J.P., 
and rector of Thurstaston, was son of Meadows Frost of 
Meadowslea, J.P. for the county and city of Chester, and 
county of Flint, high sheriff, 1879, by his wife Matilda 
only daughter of Samuel Berend of Liverpool, and was 
descended from John Frost of Langham, Suffolk (died 
1633); he was born 12 August, 1856, and in 1885 married 
Emma Louisa, second daughter of the Rev. J. Fuller 
Russell, by whom he left issue; 1 he died 2 April, 1897, and 
was buried at Thurstaston 6 April,, aged 40. 2 A brass to 
his memory is placed in the north wall of the chancel3 and 
a cross in the churchyard marks his resting place. 4

THOMAS FOSTER CLARKE, 1897.

Thos. Foster Clarke was made deacon 1865 and priest 
1866 by the bishop of Lichneld; curate of Marchington, 
Staffordshire, 1865-7; vicar of Denton, Yorkshire, 
1867-71; vicar of Rostherne 1871-97. In the latter year 
he was presented to Thurstaston, which living he held 
until 1900, when he resigned.

AMBROSE CHARLESWORTH, B.A.

1900, June 25. Instituted on the vacancy caused by 
resignation of the Rev. Thomas Foster Clarke, on the 
presentation of the dean and chapter. 5

Mr Charlesworth was the only son of the late Rev. 
Joseph Charlesworth, rector of Michaelchurch, Hereford 
shire, and was educated at Selwyn College, Cambridge; 
B. A. 1885. He died at Thurstaston 15 Sept., 1921, and 
was there buried.6

HENRY JOHN DODD, L.Th., 1922.
Henry John Dodd is of Durham, L.Th. 1901, deacon by 

Augustus, bishop of Lichneld, 1901, priest by the same,
1 Burke's Landed Gentry. 2 Register. 3 See p. no,
4 See p. 116. 5 Bishop'sVisitation Book.
6 Liverpool Daily Post, 16 Sept., 1921. His M.I. is given p. 117.
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1902; curate of Christ Church, Stafford, 1901-4; Dalton- 
le-Dale, 1904-5; Abbey Church (Holy Cross), Shrewsbury, 
1905-8; vicar of Uffington, 1908-13; curate of West 
Kirby (in charge of Caldy), 1913. In 1922 he was pre 
sented to Thurstaston, on the death of the Rev. Ambrose 
Charlesworth, by the dean and chapter of Chester and 
was instituted by Luke [Paget] bishop of Chester, on 18 
February.

THE REGISTERS.
The first extant register begins in 1706, but transcripts 

in the Bishop's Registry at Chester are extant from 1581. 
Unfortunately the series is very imperfect. Extracts will 
be found in the Appendix.

THE RECTORY HOUSE.
The original rectory, garden and stable stood on the 

south side of the church, where now stand three cottages; 
but it was found insufficient and a new rectory was built 
in 1826 on the glebe land1 higher up and commanding 
a magnificent view over the estuary. The Rev. F. E. 
Thurland on succeeding to the benefice in 1859 found 
" the rectory house in very bad repair owing to the 
neglect of the former incumbent, and no money forth 
coming for dilapidations." He accordingly borrowed 
£500 from Queen Anne's Bounty and repaired and enlarged 
the rectory.1 From a sketch in the Rev. Mr. Rackham's 
note book, now in the vestry, it appears that the additions 
to the house comprised the present two front rooms and 
the wash-house on the north side of the building.

TERRIERS.
At the end of the first extant register are two copies of 

a terrier dated 1754, the one written in the parchment 
book itself, the other on paper and tipped in: 

A TERRIER 
Of all the Glebes Tyths Rights and Possessions belonging to the

1 Rackham MS.
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Rectory of the Church of Thurstaston in the County and Diocese 
of Chester, exhibited at the Primary Visitation of the Right 
Reverend Father in God Edmund Lord Bishop of Chester held 
upon August 13th, 1754.

(1st.) One Dwelling House consisting of four Bays of Building; 
Two Barns, one of four Bays, the other of two; One Orchard about 
one Measure sowing; one Croft about one Statute Acre; All 
lying South of the Churchyard.

(Ilndly) Three Closes lying together being about twenty 
Statute Acres bounded upon the East with a Close called the 
Marled Hay, and part of another called the Ox Hay; upon the 
North, with the closes called the Barley Hay Wood Hay and higher 
Harpur's Hay; upon the West with a Close called the Lower 
Harpur's Hay and part of the lower Hay; upon the South with 
the Closes called Crooklands and Marled Hay meadow.

(Hid) Tythes in kind are paid throughout the whole Parish 
immemorially Thus; of Hay in Haycocks; of Corn in Hattocks 
(as they are here called) of Hemp and of Flax, of Wool and of 
Lamb; if Lambs be fewer than seven, two pence pr. Lamb is paid; 
if seven or more, the Lamb is delivered and two pence pr. Lamb to 
No. 10 is received by the Parishioner; of Pigs; a Pig is due every 
time a Sow farroweth except the second; if she farroweth more 
than one Pig; of Goose, if Geese be fewer than seven, an halfpenny 
pr. Goose is paid; if seven or more, the Goose is taken and an 
halfpenny pr. Goose to No. 10 is paid by the Rector; of Pigeons, 
Tyth is paid of Coats if they be sold; of Fish all in the Fishyard 
and half the Fish in the Nets and upon the Lines set in the Sea 
every Sunday Morning; of Herbage or Agistment and Pasturage of 
barren Cattle which do not now yield; either have aforetime 
within this Parish (without being sold out of it) yield profit in 
Tyth the tenth part of the yearly value of the ground so eaten; 
hath been and is accustoniarily paid; of Woods Tyths in kind are 
paid when they are sold.

(IVth) OFFERINGS are paid thus; at a Marriage by Banns Two 
Shillings and Tenpence, by Licence five Shillings; at the Church 
ing of a Woman eight Pence; at a Burial ninepence; for the 
breaking up the ground in the Church six Shillings and eight 
Pence to the Parish; in the Chancel ten Shillings to the Rector; 
for laying a Gravestone in the Church Yard ten Shillings to the 
Rector; But all the aforesaid Fees are double to Strangers; 
Mortuaries are paid according to the Statute of 2ist Henry the 
eigth (sic).

(Vth) DUES are usualy paid thus; at Easter yearly every
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Householder pays one Penny for Smoak, one penny for Garden, 
and if his tenement be a whole Living (as it is here called) He pays 
twenty Eggs, if an hall Living or Cottage, ten Eggs; for every Cow 
and Calf is paid one Penny halfpenny; for a barren Cow two 
pence; for a Colt four Pence; for every old Stock of Bees two 
Pence; for a Mill two Shillings; every handy-crafts-Man, every 
Master and Mistress, and married Person, and Widower and 
Widow each one payeth four Pence.

The Tyths of the whole Parish are due and payed to the Rector, 
(added in a different hand) of Thurstaston in the County of 
Chester.

In the year 1649 the rectory of Thurstaston consisted 
of the tythes of corn, hay, wool, lamb, hemp, flax, etc., 
within the township of Thurstaston, and also of the 
manor house and demesne of Ireby, worth £10 per ann. 1

The following notes may be added here from the " Sur 
veys of lands and other Possessions of the Archbishop 
and Bishop or attached to Cathedral or Collegiate churches, 
Province of York" (Vol. iii, p. 140, Lambeth Library 
MSS.), printed by the Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire: 

" Rectorye of [St.] Oswalds" There is also belonginge to the 
said Rectory . . . the Boardland Tythes of Irebey [Irby] within 
the said parrish [West Kirby], and the Boardland Tythes of Irebey 
[Irby] in the parrish of Thurstaston and Wood Church [&c.]
(1.251).

" Thurstington. There alsoe belongeth to the Deane and 
Chapter of Chester the Advowson or presentac'on of the Rectory 
or Parsonage of Thurstington &c. There is alsoe belonginge to 
this Rectory the Tythe Corne, Hay, Wooll, Lambe, Hempe, 
Flaxe &c. within the Towneshipp of Thurstington, And alsoe of 
the Manner howse and demeasne of Ireby [Irby], which wee 
vallue to bee worth per ann' XL1' There is one Mr. Bryan Lassells, 
a blinde man, Minister there, who was p'sented by the Bishop of 
Lincolne and some other Lords, and was Instituted and Inducted 
about the XXXth Decemb1 1641 (i, 254).

1 Parl. Surv. vol. iii., c. 1649. Lamb. MSS. cf. Gastiell's Notitia.
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THE CHARITIES.
The Charities in 1862-3 are officially1 set forth as 

follows: 
" Cow Charity. For keeping a stock of cows. No income 

beyond their hire.
Whitmore. £10 in securities. Dividend or interest 6s., former 

income 105.
Browne. ^938 16 6 in consols (formerly ^1000 stock; part sold 

to defray expenses of proceedings in Chancery. Stock in name of 
official trustees). Dividend or interest £28 3 3 formerly ^30.

Ainsdale. ^5 in securities. Dividend or interest 55., former in 
come 55."

The origin of the Cow Charity is officially said to be 
unknown,2 but the rector's return at the Bishop's visit 
ation in 1778 states: " There is not any Alms House, 
Hospital or other charitable endowment in my parish 
excepting £10 that was left by John Whitmore, esq., of the 
parish of Thurstaston to be paid out in milch cows for the 
use of the poor people of the said parish which is directed 
by the church-wardens for that purpose." From this it 
would appear that the Dorothy Whitmore and Mary 
Ainsdale bequests had by that time been lost. This, 
however, is not the case, and the Cow, Dorothy Whitmore, 
and Ainsdale Charities are extant and merged into one 
fund.

Dorothy Whitmore, widow of William Whitmore, of 
Thurstaston, by her will dated 2 January, 1732, left to the 
poor of Thurstaston ten pounds, the interest thereof to be 
distributed every Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, Whit 
Sunday and Michaelmas Day.

Mary Ainsdale's will is not preserved at Chester but the 
bread shelf in the church tells us that in 1723 she left £5 
for bread for the poor on Sacrament days. 3

1 Digest of Endowed Charities ..... Fourteenth Report of the Charity 
Commissioners.

2 Abstract of Returns of Charitable Donations, 26 Geo. III., 1786, i, 156.
3 See p. 103.
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Mr. Thomas Henry Ismay having by his will, dated 12 
June, 1897, and proved in the Principal Registry 9 March, 
1900, left £10,000 to charity, with the request that £1000 
be allocated to Thurstaston, the proceeds for the benefit 
of the poor, being of the Church of England; his widow 
handed over that sum by a trust deed.

VI. OTHER TIMES, OTHER MANNERS.

From the Plea Rolls we get some idea of the local 
quarrels and disputes, accidents and tragedies which 
broke the monotony of an agricultural community and 
doubtless afforded contemporary quid-mines topics for 
gossip in the local alehouses.

On 26th August, 1287, Roger de Haselwell and Robert 
Bernard were attached to answer Hugh son of Cecily de 
Oxton for taking an ox at Oxton on the 2ist of June last, 
and detaining the same at Prenton till the 25th. Robert 
did not come because he was in the king's service in 
Wales. Roger said he did not take the ox in Oxton. The 
sheriff was ordered to bring a jury to next court. 1 On the 
4th of May following Hugh son of Cecily was ordered to 
attend to hear judgment in the complaint of Roger de 
Haselwall against him.2

In June 1307 the towns of Little Caldy, Kyrkeby, 
Neuton and Thurstanston presented that the cart of John 
son of Randle of Thurstanston overturned and crushed 
him beneath it so that he died; but he made his con 
fession before death. No one was to blame for the 
accident. The cart was valued at i8d.; the animal 
drawing it was sent to the Castle. 3

In the same year Roger de Leghton, Patrick son of 
David de Haselwalle, Adam Drawedogge and David the

1 Chester Plea Roll, 3, m. i (15 Edward I). 
z Ibid. 6, m. id. (i6 Edward I). 
3 Ibid. 29, m. 6d.
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Walsh were indicted for plundering a ship at the Heye 
and taking away goods from her. They did not appear 
and were put on the exigent (for outlawry). 1

The coroner of Wirhale and the villages of Haselwell, 
Thurstanston, Pennesby and Ireby presented that John 
son of Adam del Oldefeld the younger killed John le 
Corsede of Thurstanston with a sword and fled to his 
father's house, where Adam and John his elder son 
sheltered him. The father and elder John were put in 
Chester Castle, but the younger John fled. The father 
had 4 bovates of land, half a boat, etc. Afterwards all 
three made fine. 2

In 1313 Robert son of Margaret of Little Caldy sued 
Robert de Tervyn and Ralph de Lisewys for taking a 
horse at the Croftes in Little Caldy and driving it to the 
pound3 of Robert de Montalt at Great Neston. The 
defendants said they were Montalt's bailiffs. John de 
Calvylegh and Margaret his wife hold of the said Robert 
de Montalt the manors of Caldy and Prenton and four 
bovates of land in Honebrugge, by the service of one 
knight and finding an archer at Haurthin [Hawarden] 
Castle in war time. Roger de Montalt, brother of Robert, 
had been seised of these services at the hands of Patrick, 
grandfather of Margaret, whose heir she is. After the 
death of David, son and heir of Patrick and father of 
Margaret, the services fell into arrears and the horse was 
taken in distraint. Afterwards the jury found that the 
place where the horse was taken was outside Robert de 
Montalt's fee, and gave a verdict for the plaintiff.4

1 Ibid. 29, m. rod. There is more about this robbery on in. n, where the 
place is called the Eyth (? island).

2 Ibid. 25, m. 26; Court of Tuesday before St. Margaret 6 Edward II [18 
July, 1312].

3 The pound is an institution far older than the King's Bench, and probably 
older than the kingdom; cf. Lectures on the Early History of Institutions, by Sir 
Henry Maine, p. 262, London, 1885.

4 Chester Plea Roll 26 (6-7 Edward II), mm. 2d. 9, 14. The descents given 
are wrong.
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In the following year a similar dispute arose: 
John son of Hugh de Calvilegh sued Robert son of Hugh 

de Pulford for taking a horse at Little Caldy, at the 
Croftes, and driving it to Pulford. Defendant said that 
plaintiff and his wife Margaret (in her right) held the 
manor of Little Caldy of him by the service of i6^d. for 
making a heriscius [revolving bar with iron spikes] at his 
castle of Pulford. His grandfather Robert de Pulford 
held this service at the hands of Patrick de Haselwalle 
(whose heir is the said Margaret) and he ought to have the 
same service. John and Margaret (who joined herself with 
her husband in the plea) alleged that the Croftes was 
outside Robert's fee. The verdict was for the defendant, 
on this point.

Robert de Montalt v. Thomas le Mascy of Podynton, 
Roger de Leghton, Patrick son of David de Haselwall: 
Trespass at Great Neston.

William abbot of Basingwerk v. John de Calvilegh: 
Taking a horse at Lythe by Chester. John in reply said 
the abbot holds 3 bovates of land there of him and his wife 
Margaret by a rent of 6s. 8d. a year. One Richard (sic 
for Ralph) de Haselwall (whose heir is the said Margaret, 
he being her uncle) was seised. The rent being in arrear 
the horse was taken in distraint. The abbot said the 
horse was taken outside John's fee. John had to acknow 
ledge this, and the horse was returned to the abbot.

William abbot of Basingwerk v. Ralph de Haselwall: 
Taking a bull at Lythe and driving it to Honebrugge. 
Defendant said that the abbot had held the manor of 
Lyth of one David de Haselwall by a rent of 6s. 8d., and 
David had assigned this service to him; so he took the 
bull, the rent being in arrears. Afterwards the abbot 
acknowledged Ralph's claim. 1

In 1316 the coroner of Wyrhale and the towns of 
Thurstanston, Caldey, Haselwell and Ireby presented that

1 Chester Plea Roll 27 (7-8 Edward II), mm. gd., 10, 14, 26d., 28d., sod.
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a man, a woman and a girl whose names were not known 
were thrown up by the tide at Thurstanston. William 
son of Mabel first found them. No suspicion attached to any 
one.1

In the following year the coroner of Wyrhale and the 
towns of Thurstaneston, Caldey, Kyrkeby and Frankeby 
presented that Robert de Bebynton of Thurstanston 
killed Adam his son, and immediately took flight. Sus 
picion attached to him. No one assisted him. He had a 
horse worth 35., which has been delivered to the Chamber 
lain. He also had a moiety of 5| selions of land sown 
with barley. (A marginal note says that he afterwards 
made fine with the earl.) 2

In 1320 the coroner for Wyrhale and the towns of 
Thurstaneston, Ireby, Haselwall and Caldey presented 
that Philip the Serjaunt of Thurstaneston killed Richard 
son of John of the Hall (de Aula) and immediately took 
flight. He had a box which was sold to Peter de Lymme 
for 6d. Philip had no abettor. He was put on the 
exigent. 3

In 1324 Jordan de Kyrkeby sued John de Calvylegh and 
John le Taillour of Caldey for assault at Kirkby. He was 
found not guilty.

Jordan de Kirkeby and Margery his wife sued John son 
of Adam le Tome of Pemberton, John de Calvylegh and 
Margaret his wife, Gilbert Tredefen, and Margery daughter 
of William son of Robert de Rydelegh for assault on 
Margery wife of Jordan at Little Caldey and taking 
Jordan's goods. 4

In 1333-4 William de Pennesby of Thurstaston sued 
Gilbert Tredefen and Henry de Torperlegh for detaining a 
horse, but did not prosecute.5

1 Chester Plea Roll 30 (14 Dec. 10 Edward II), m. 8d.
2 Ibid. m. 36d.; 20 Sept. n Edward II.
3 Ibid. 32 (13-14 Edward II), m. 8d.
4 Ibid. 36 (17 Edward II), mm. 12, 15, 16, 18.
5 Chester Plea Roll 42 (4-5 Edward III), in. 20.
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On Tuesday before St. Gregory, 12 Edward III. [March, 
1337-8] the coroner of Wyrhale and the towns of Haselwall, 
Thurstanston, Pennysby and Berneston presented that 
Richard son of Henry Hough of Thurstanston killed 
William Haywode at Thurstanston and fled at once. No 
one was charged with assisting or receiving him. He had 
no goods.1

Shortly after this murder or homicide the coroner was 
called upon to investigate a similar case. The coroner of 
Wirhale and the towns of Little Caldey, Thurstanston 
Ireby and Pennesby presented that John Robard, for 
merly servant of Thomas de Mascy, killed Thomas son of 
Clemence de Thurstanston at Caldey. He had no helper or 
receiver. The roll later on tells us the accused was 
outlawed. 2

On Tuesday before SS. Simon and Jude, [21 Oct.], 
1339, Henry the Miller of Thurstanston sued John de 
Ashton. He complained that defendant took his cow 
at Thurstanston in Sept., 13 Edward III. The defendant 
said that he was underbailiff of Hugh de Tabbelegh, 
keeper of the earl's advowries. All strangers and fugitives 
for villeinage or any crime etc. coming into the county 
became under the earl's advowry and were liable to pay 
him a yearly acknowledgement. Henry so came, and as 
he refused this rent his cow was taken in distraint. Henry 
could not deny this, but engaged to pay 2d. a year advowry. 
His cow was not returned to him. 3

At the Court of 30 May, 1340, the coroner of Wyrhall 
and the towns of Thurstanston, Haselwall, Irby and 
Caldey presented that Alan Cadan killed John Prys of 
Thurstanston at this place. He had no abettor. He was 
immediately captured and sent to the Castle. He after 
wards died in prison. As for his goods, John Bon of 
Caldey owed him 23^. and Bonde owed him 2s. 6d.

1 Chester Plea Roll 49 (11-12 Edward III), m. i3d.
2 Ibid. 50 (12-13 Edward III), mm. Qd., 24d. [1339!-
3 Ibid. 51 (13-14 Edward III), ni. 3.

M
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They also presented that Richard son of John Prys 
killed Alan Cadan at Thurstanston. He fled at once and 
no one was charged with receiving him. The sheriff must 
take him. He owned the moiety of a third part of certain 
cattle which have been sold to Richard de Budestan, 
Robert de Moeles and John Prys for 40^., and of a brass 
pot worth 6d., and of an " estrik " of rye and other grain 
now growing upon the land and not sold; a rent of 195. 3^. 
is due to the lord for the rent of the land.1

At the Court of 25 July, 1340, the coroner of Wyrhall 
and the towns of Pulton, Liscark, Kirkeby and Claghton 
presented that John of the Halle of Thurstanston was 
drowned in the Dee by mischance. No one was to blame. 3

In 14 Edward III [1340-1] at a court held at Bacford 
Roger le Smythinson sued Robert son of Hugh de Yrby 
for a trespass but did not prosecute. 3

At the Trinity Court, 17 Edward III [1343-4], the 
coroner of Wirhale and the towns of Haselwall, Thur 
stanston, Caldey and West Kirkeby presented that Randle 
son of Thomas son of Randle de Gayton was by mischance 
drowned in the sea between a ship and a boat. No one 
was suspected of fault in the matter. 4

In 27 Edward III [1353-4] Roger de Thyngwall, dwelling 
in Thurstanton, on Monday after SS. Peter and Paul 
wounded Robert Jonessone of Irby at Irby. Accused was 
found guilty and fined half a mark.5

In 1350 Robert de Prenton v. Hamon le Mascy: Taking 
four oxen at Turfweyfeld in Prenton. Hamon answered 
that he was acting as bailiff of Cecily daughter of John de 
Calvylegh. William de Prenton held the manor of 
Prenton of the said Cecily, by knight's service, and after 
William's death Hamon as guardian of Cecily became

1 Chester Plea Roll m. i6d.
2 Ibid. m. 2 id.
3 Chester Eyre Roll 3 (14-26 Edward III), m. i.
4 Chester Plea Roll, 54 (16-17 Edward III), m. i6d.
5 Ibid. 65, m. g.
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seised of the manor because Amice daughter and heir of 
William was under age. The beast taken belonged to 
Richard Burgay and not to plaintiff. Plaintiff said that 
he had a third of the manor of Prenton for the life of 
Margaret de Workeslegh and the beasts were taken in that 
part of the manor. He also said the tenure was socage. 
A jury was ordered. Later we learn that plaintiff did not 
prosecute.1

In 1378 John Robyn of Thurstaston brought suit 
against William de Stanley, senior, for detention of a 
brass pot but did not prosecute. 2

In 1416-7 John Rosamond, Nicholas le Mason, Geoffrey 
le Coke and Robert le Coke were, with many others, 
charged with rape at Salghton. John Whytemore was 
one of the bails. At the December court the complainant 
did not appear, and the accused were discharged. 3

In 1425-6 Thomas Derynton, parson of Westkirkeby 
sued John de Whitemore of Thurstaneston, gent., Henry 
Gyle of Thurstaneston, husbandman, and John Brown 
of Calday, husbandman for a debt of £20. 4

Thomas de Inde (?) at the same court sued John de 
Whitemore of Thurstaneston, gent., for taking plaintiff 
prisoner at Pykton and carrying him to Thurstaneston, 
where he kept him in custody for some time. (Nov., 1425) 
Defendant said that he held the manor of Pykton in right 
of Elizabeth his wife, and plaintiff was a villein on that 
manor. Plaintiff replied that he was free, and a? jury was 
ordered. There was the usual difficulty about juries, the 
first being quashed. Plaintiff said all the coroners in the 
county were akin to John de Whitmore within the pro 
hibited degrees. John denied, saying that Roger de 
Holes, the coroner for Wirral, was not so related. But 
the jury he summoned was quashed. Then Thomas de-

1 Chester Plea Roll 61 (23-4 Edward III), mm. gd. 22. 
z lbid. 81 (1-2 Richard II), m. 15.
3 Ibid. 120 (4 Henry V), mm. 3d., 10.
4 Ibid. 130 (4 Henry VI), mm. i, i4d.
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Alkemundeslowe was ordered to summon an indifferent 
jury. 1

In 7 Hen. VI [1428-9] John Whitmore of Thurstanston 
was charged with having given liveries to various persons, 
viz: gownes " de blodio colore." 2

Next we meet a case in which a deodand was involved, 
in 1430-1. John de Tildeslegh, coroner of Wirehall, and 
the towns of Westkirkby, Little Calday .Thurstanston and 
Irreby, by the oath of Thomas Willote, Henry Betteson, 
John Symonde, Richard Nicke, Richard Underwode, 
John le Carter, John Hycok, John de Werynton, Henry de 
Werynton, John Molynes, Henry Gyle, Henry de Sutton, 
Henry Eignyon, John Rathebon and Richard Adamson, 
having viewed the body of John the Smyth of Neston, 
declared that on 15 Feb., 1430-31, the said John had been 
drowned by the fury of the sea in the harbour of the 
Redebonks3 as he was carrying victual in his boat to a 
large wine-laden ship anchored there. The letting out of 
an anchor4 (valued 2od.) was the immediate cause of 
death. No one was to blame. 5

In 1487-8 William and John Tilliett of Thurstaston 
were put on the exigent list at the suit of the abbot of 
Chester. They had taken turves in the abbot's turbary at 
Irby on 10 July, 1486. John Tilliett appeared and was

1 Chester Plea Roll 130, mm. 2gd., 3id., 35.
2 Ibid. 133, m. 35. The word "livery" means delivery or granting pos 

session ; hence it came to mean a thing given.
3 The Red Banks are marked as lying between West Kirby and the New 

Quay at Neston in Speed's map 1646 and in Blome's (? 1673). They are not 
given by Teesdale or Greenwood.

4 This would become a deodand. " In 1846 we still in theory maintained 
the rule that any animate or inanimate thing which caused the death of a 
human being should be handed over to the King and devoted by his almoner 
to pious uses, ' for the appeasing,' says Coke, ' of God's wrath.' In the 
thirteenth century the common practice was that the thing itself was delivered 
to the men of the township in whose territory the death occurred, and they had 
to answer for its value to the royal officers. . . Horses, oxen, carts, boats, mill- 
wheels and cauldrons were the commonest of deodands." Even when the 
thing was the property of the dead man it was deodand for the benefit of his 
=oul. Cf. The History of English Law, by Pollock and Maitland, 1895, ii, 471.

5 Chester Plea Roll 135 (9 Henry VI), m. 27.
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bailed by Sir Thomas Pull, John Whitmore, Ralph 
Ravenscroft and John Mynshull. 1 This is interesting as 
tending to show that Irby heath, better known as Thur- 
staston common, was probably in early days more exten 
sive than at present. The boundaries of the manors of 
Thurstaston and Irby were agreed upon by Thomas abbot 
of Chester and William son of Patrick de Hasilwalle 
circa 1300, and if the boundary line as conjecturally traced 
by Mr. Irvine is correct, there is now only a small piece of 
heath near Irby Mill Hill on the Irby side of the line.

On 13 January, 1488-9, William Whitmore of Caldy and 
others became bound in £40 that William shall keep the 
peace towards Marion widow of William Whitmore, her 
tenants and servants for one year; 2 and on 30th September 
following John Whitmore, esq., and others became bound 
in 100 marks that the said John shall keep the peace 
towards Symon [Ripley] abbot of St. Werburgh's and 
Marion widow of William Whitmore, esq., her tenants and 
servants, until Easter next. 3

In 1491-2, Richard Teliat, of Thurstanston, yeoman, 
was outlawed.* In the same year separate suits were 
brought by Richard Hancock, William Taket, John 
Asbroke and William Andrewe against Simon, abbot of 
Chester, John Castell, monk of Chester, Henry Hokenhull 
of Chester, Gent., and Robert Ball of Irreby, yeoman, for 
detaining their cattle. 3

By the hundred juries in Lent, 7 Henry VII,6 it was 
presented that John Castell, monk of St. Werburgh's, 
William Donald and Nicholas Nicholasson of Chester, 
yeomen, and Robert Ball of Irby, yeoman, on 30 April, 
7 Henry VII [1492] broke the enclosure of John Whitmore,

1 Chester Plea Roll 189 (3 Henry VII), mm. ad. isd.
2 Chester Recog. Roll 160 (4-5 Henry VII), m. 4d.
3 Ibid. 160, mm. 5, 8.
4 Chester Plea Roll 192 (7 Heary VII), m. 18.
5 Ibid. mm. 3, 3d., 8d., 13, i6d., 26d., 28d.
6 The regnal year appears to be erroneous.
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esq., at Thurstanton and took away his beasts therein. 
Also that George Ball, William Ball, Thomas Tote, 
Nicholas Lennard, John Yonge, John Anyon and John 
Brumbrugh, all of Irebee, yeomen, on 30 June in the same 
year [1492] broke the said John's enclosure and trod down 
and consumed his growing crops with their animals. The 
parties appeared at the county court of 15 Dec., 1494, and 
the case was adjourned. 1

By the juries of the hundreds on 15 Dec., 1494, it was 
presented that John abbot of St. Werburgh's, John Castell, 
one of his monks, Henry Hokenhull, gent., John Horton. 
Geoffrey Madok and Robert Feney, yeomen, all of 
Chester, on 12 August, 1494 at Thurstanston assembled 
with other evil doers to the number of 40, armed with 
" briganders," salets, bows and arrows, bills etc., with 
great riot and outcries, to the terror of the king's lieges, and 
took away six cows, four oxen and eleven calves (value 
8 marks), belonging to William Taket, Richard Bridde 
and John Anyon, The accused appeared by their 
attorney Peter Whitley, and the matter was adjourned.2

In 1491-2 William Whitmore of Caldy and others became 
bound in £40 that the said William keep the peace 
towards Marion, widow of William Whitmore, her tenants 
and servants, for 12 months. 3

Court of 15 Nov., 1497. At Little Salghall, before John 
Castell and John Lauton, steward(s) of John, abbot of St. 
Werburgh's, Chester, on 20 October, 1494, at the view of 
frankpledge of Shotwick and Little Salghall, it was 
presented that various Thurstanston yeomen, tenants and 
servants of John Whitmore, esq., and many others,* 
yeomen and gentlemen of the neighbourhood, armed in 
manner of war, had on 12 August, to the great terror of the 
prince's lieges, assembled at Little Salghall and rescued

1 Chester Plea Roll 195 (10 Henry VII), m. ?d.
2 Ibid. m. 24.
3 Ibid. 163 (7-8 Henry VII), m. 2. -
4 Their names are given at page 172, under " Old Surnames."
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certain cattle there, which had been taken at Irreby, while 
trespassing on the abbot's land, by John Castell, monk of 
Chester, Henry Hokenhull, John Orton and Geoffrey 
Madock at the abbot's command. After various ad 
journments, the accused were discharged.1

John abbot of Chester v. Cecily Whitmore, widow, and 
various yeomen of Thurstanston. 2 He charged de 
fendants with breaking his close at Irreby and destroying 
his growing crops therein, and with taking turves. They 
replied that the places where the trespass was alleged were 
called Thurstanston Heys and Hethe, and at the time of 
the alleged offence were the property of John Whitmore. 
The abbot said the places he meant were the Shortgorses 
and Irby Hethe. 3

John, abbot of Chester v. Sir Thomas Pole of Netherpole, 
Henry Whitmore and others of Netherpole: Trespass at 
Overpole. 4

Having now gathered something of the rude character 
of the early inhabitants of Thurstaston and how they fared 
under the forest eyres and under the common law, let us 
endeavour to glean something further of the happenings 
affecting the parishioners under canon law in the con 
sistory court of the bishop. These courts were estab 
lished by charter of William I, the chancellor being the 
chief officer; they were shorn of much of their power in 
the middle of the igth century but still enjoy a certain 
jurisdiction. In former times, besides being courts of 
probate, the Church courts dealt, as sins, with the whole 
province of offences against sexual morality as well as 
defamation, usury, simony, and (frequently) perjury, as 
well as any case in which a clerk was concerned. 5

At the Visitation of Neston, 1598, Alice wife of William

1 Chester Plea Roll 198 (13 Henry VII), ra. 15.
2 For names see " Old Surnames." -
3 Roll 198, mm. 3, 25.
4 Ibid. m. 6d.
* The History of English Law, Pollock and Maitland (1895), i, 109.
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Whitmore, esq., Jane, Christian and Eleanor his daughters 
were presented for absenting themselves from church, and 
John Shawe and Margaret Caidy, Thomas Janion and 
Elizabeth Penketh, Richard Annion and Ellen Mason were 
accused of getting married without banns. William 
Whitmore and Ann Winstanley were presented for not 
communicating at Easter, and John Cooke, . . . Prescott, 
widow, and Isabella Cooke, for being " harborers of 
women with childe."

At the visitation of Thurstaston, in 1599, the church 
wardens were in trouble because " they have no col- 
lectores," and were admonished to provide the same 
according to statute.

In 1601, John Whitmore, esq., Jane his wife and Ellen 
Cooke their servant, were presented as recusants and for 
not communicating, and Robert Andrewe and John his 
son for the latter offence, while Ellen wife of John Braband 
was charged with being a common scold.

In 1604 the wardens were admonished to provide " the 
first and seacond tome of omelies and the booke of cornon 
prayer."

In 1665-6 Robert Wilson and Margaret Young were 
accused of immorality. The enquiry was held on the 27th 
of February in the Abbey Court, Chester, before the 
commissaries of the bishop, and Wilson appearing for 
himself and the woman, condign penance was imposed 
upon both; but " the said Robert being vehemently 
penitent " the penance was commuted to a fine of los.

On the same occasion Robert Filpott and Mary his wife 
were presented " for not being at divine service these 
three months," and were fined 55. 4^.; in 1672 they were 
again presented " for standing excommunicate," the 
charge however, was dismissed, as also was a charge 
against Peter Bennett of Greasby " for not paying his 
church lay these two years, being 6d. per annum."

The parson, John Groome, was also presented for not
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repairing the chancel and rectory, for not keeping the 
register and for absence " he preacheth at Brombrough 
one Sunday in a moneth, and then neglects his own 
church." Subsequently the church-wardens certify he 
had effected repairs and state " wee alsoe have the Parish 
Register . . . and as for the goeinge to Bromborough 
onct a month to the number of six Sabboth days, and noe 
more . . it was by the Consent of his Parishioners as wee 
by these lines under our Hands doe testifye." 1

Neither did William Whitmore, the squire, escape. He 
was charged with " incroaching upon the churchyard and 
inclosing land from it," for which he appears to have been 
excommunicated. 2

In 1676 the church-wardens were again presented " for 
not bringing in their register, and they want a blacke hierse 
cloth; they have but one comon prayer booke and that's 
old; the churchyard wall [is] downe."

In the following year Ellen Whitmore was presented for 
not coming to church; John Pemberton of the city of 
Chester appeared on her behalf and alleges " she is 80 
years of age & very infirme and that both her house and 
ground lyes part in this p'ish and part in Westkirbie, to 
which church she comonly goes when she is able, it being 
the better way thither." She was dismissed with a 
monition. The church-wardens were presented " for 
defrauding the parish of thold surplice " but later gave 
satisfaction.

In 1679 John Groome, the rector, was presented a second 
time " for that the parsonage house is out of repaire, also 
for falling an ash tree growing upon the gleab land"; 
but the churchwardens appeared and certified concerning 
the reparacions and therefore he was dismissed, apparently 
after paying 2s. 6d. One may conjecture that he was

1 "Church Discipline after the Restoration," by Wra. Fergusson Irvine, in 
Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes. & Ches., LXIV, 52, 60-1.

2 Query. Does this indicate the time at which the Hall grounds were 
separated from the churchyard by a walled lane leading to the Hall stables ?
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unpopular, for at the same visitation he was also presented 
" for that it is not knowen where nor how he was marryd." 
He appeared to answer the charge and alleged that the 
banns were thrice published in Thurstaston church; 
whereupon he was assigned a term to prove his allegation 
by witnesses.1 Lidia and Catherine Warton were accused 
of having illegitimate children.

At the visitation of 1608 John Whitmore, gent., Lucy 
his wife, John Benett and Katherine Anyon were presented 
for not receiving communion at Easter last. The juris 
diction of the court over probate is shown by a charge 
against Elizabeth Tottie of administering the goods of 
Ellin Tottie, her mother, deceased, without authority ; 
she, however, countered the charge by exhibiting letters 
of administration, and was dismissed without penalty.

With regard to customs, Thurstaston was too small 
a place to have a market or fair. A May day custom is 
noted in the Appendix. The only other custom I have been 
able to find is that of pace or (more properly) pasch-egging, 
a common ancient Easter custom. 2 Towards the end of 
the last century the children at Thurstaston used to go, as 
they called it, " paste egging."

" Their habit was to come to the Hall about Easter-tide. Four 
of them dressed, as far as their fancies could suggest and their 
means would permit, to represent the following characters; the 
fifth was in his ordinary clothes. The prologue was said by the 
last, who entered the hall and perambulated round the table as he 
recited. Next came Lord Nelson, who took his part, the two 
together marching round the table. This went on until the whole 
five were assembled, by whom the last two verses were spoken in 
chorus. The lady was always represented by a boy attired in 
female costume, while " Old Tosspot " was dressed in the garb of a 
disreputable old tinker and was conspicuous by the slovenliness 
of his aspect." 3

1 The abstract sent me is not clear.
2 Cf. Nare's Glossary, Brand's Popular Antiquities (Bohn's Ed., 1848), i, 168.
3 Cheshire Sheaf, 38. in, 76.
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The doggerel verses recited show that the five characters 
were Lord Nelson, one of his sailors, Tosspot, a lady and 
the speaker of the prologue, and contain a request for 
largesse, " some eggs and strong bacon (sic)." How Lord 
Nelson came to be mixed up with Easter does not appear, 
but the giving of eggs at this feast is an ancient custom. 
Eggs had a religious significance amongst many nations, 
including the Jews, who used the egg in the feast of the 
Passover as an emblem of their departure from the land 
of Egypt; while Christians have certainly used it on this 
day, as retaining the elements of future life, for an emblem 
of the Resurrection. The Church countenanced the idea 
and Pope Paul V prepared a special prayer for England, 
Scotland and Ireland " Bless, O Lord ! we beseech thee, 
this thy creature of eggs, that it may become a wholesome 
sustenance to thy faithful servants, eating it in thankful 
ness to thee, on account of the Resurrection of our Lord."

The old documents quoted above show that our 
ancestors sometimes behaved in a manner which would be 
characterised as unseemly by the smug conventionality of 
the present day, and not unseldom evinced a disposition 
to take what they wanted by force. Some doubt, 
however, may be entertained as to whether robbery is any 
more culpable when committed by the sword rather than 
a syndicate, by a pike rather than a pen, and hide-bound 
reactionaries might even go so far as to allege that the 
ancient methods at least showed a certain amount of 
virility on the part of our forbears.

OLD SURNAMES.
From various documents it is possible to ascertain the 

surnames of the inhabitants of Thurstaston and its 
neighbourhood in former times. Thus in 1491-2 Simon, 
abbot of Chester, brought a suit1 for trespass against 
John Whitmore of Thurstanston, gent., and the following

1 Chester Plea Roll 192 (7 Henry VII), m. 3; also mm. 13, igd., 25, 28d.

L
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thirteen men, all of whom are described as " of Thurstan- 
ston, yeomen.": William Andrewe, Richard Hancok, 
John Rymur, John Anyon, John Tilliot, John Goldyng, 
William Taket, William Talliour, John Talliour, William 
Reede, John Bette, Roger Snape, John Andrewe. The 
suit was adjourned for want of a jury.

On 20 October, 1494 at Little Salghall, before John 
Castell and John Lauton, stewards of John, abbot of St. 
Werburgh's at the view of frankpledge of Shotwick and 
Little Saughall, the following Thurstanston yeomen, 
tenants and servants of John Whitmore, were presented 
for rescuing cattle: 1 Richard Hancock, William Talliour, 
William Andrewe, William Taket, John Tailliour, Richard 
Bridde, John Snape, John Anyon, Randle Hicok, Nicholas 
Braban.

In the same year the abbot sued Cecily Whitmore and 
the following yeomen, all of Thurstanston, for trespass: 2 
Richard Hancok, William Taket, Richard Madok, John 
Snape, William Tailliour, Nicholas Braban, Robert Waver- 
ton, John Anyon, Randle Hickok, Robert Hancok, Thomas 
Goldyng, William Andrewe.

The Subsidy Roll of I5453 gives us the following names 
in " Irrebye ":  

De Will'mo Leighton, pro xls. .. .. .. .. iid
Thoma Urmston, pro xls. .. . . . . .. .. iid
loh'e Ball, pro xls. .. .. .. . . .. .. iid
loh'e Rathbone, pro vli. . . .. .. .. .. xd
loh'e Lynnard, pro iiii li. . . .. .. .. .. ivd
Will'mo Ball, pro xls. .. .. .. .. .. iid
Galfrido Hey, pro xxs. .. .. .. .. .. id

And in Thurstaston: 
Pernella Madleton [?], pro xxs. .. .. .. .. id
Thoma Bryd, pro xls. .. .. .. .. .. iid
loh'e Wauerton, pro xls. .. .. .. .. .. iid
Henrico Stoneton, pro xls. .. .. .. .. iid

1 Chester Plea Roll 198 (13 Hery VII), Court of 15 Nov., 1497, m. 15.
2 Ibid. mm. 3, 25.
3 Wirral N. &  Q. i, 88; ii, 4.
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Ric'o Ball, pro xxs. . . . . . . . . . . id
Rogero Pygot, pr. xxs. . . . . . . . . . . id
Will'mo Annyon, pro xls. . . . . . . . . . . iid
The Muster Roll of Wirral, I587,1 is interesting as

showing the style of armament upon which England had to 
depend at the time of the Spanish Armada, or, as it was 
officially styled, the Grand Armada. It reads: 

" These furniture these men the xxvith day of March, Anno 
salutis 1587 ....

Thurseston.
Willm Whitmor, A bowe, vij arrowes, sworde & daggar. 
Symonde Byrde, A byll, sworde & daggar. 
Will'm Hande, a sworde & daggar. 
Ricd Boall [Ball]. 
Widowe [Smyth erased] Benet, A Pollaxe.

Erbye. 
Thomas Totty, A byll, sworde, daggar & murrion.

MSS. Nos. 2 and 3 (N.D.) give the additional names of 
Ric' Pickode and Edmonde Smyth for Thurstaston, and 
Harrye instead of Thomas Totty for Erbye.

On the xij of Marche [no year] William Brereton and the 
other Commissioners of Musters addressed a letter from 
Northwiche to John Whitmore of Thurstaston and William 
Whitmor of Leighton: " Whereas we sent dirrec'ons to 
you heretofore for the convertinge of such Billmen into 
pikemen, and archers into muskett shott, as you stande 
charged to finde .... we require you to appear before us 
at Burton Hill upon Fryday the first of Aprill next 
comminge, bringinge with you all such furniture and 
weapon [s]." 2

On loth January, 1589, Lord Derby addressed a letter 
from Lathom to William Whitmore, esq., " to put in 
rediness such dimi-lances and light horses ... as you are 
chargeable with," and on the 26th following Hugh Chol- 
mondeley ordered a muster at Cotton Heath. 3

1 MS. No. i, Mayer Library, Bebington.
2 MS. No. 5 Mayer Library, Bebington.
3 MSS. Nos. 7 & 8, Mayer Library, Bebington.
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In 1601 a testimonial1 dated 16 May, in favour of Henry
Tottie, was signed by twenty-nine parishioners of Thur 
staston, their names being: 

Willm. Gleege John Neubolde
Crystofer Benet Willm. Maddocke
Thomas Glege . Richard Harisonne

[space] Robert Younge
Roberte Andrewe Wyllyam ....
Simond Bridd Thomas Rathband
William Annion Richard Coyntrye
William Hande Thomas Philyps
John Annion Roger Younge
Richard Wartone Richard Jonsone
..... Ball " William Wright
............. Thomas Browne
Richard Yonge William Linacre
Edward Guyne 2 ' Richard Platte
Nycolas Maddocke George Egerton.

" An accompte of the harthmoneys collected due at the 
25th of March, 1663, whin the LoerDevission of Wirral," 3' 
gives us a fairly complete list of the householders and the 
number of their hearths for Thurstaston and Irby, as-
follows: 4

THURSTINGTON. 
Mr Whitmore . . . . . . ..     5 hearths.
Mr. Watt . . .. .. .. .. .. 2
John Whitmore . . .. .. . .     4 »
Robert Filpott . . .. .. .. .. 2 ,,
John Andrewes . . . . .. . . 2 ,,
John Anion, Sen. . . .. .. .. . . i ,,
John Anion .. .. .. .. .. I ,,
Margret Yonge .. .. .. .. .. 2  

,, ,, . . . . . . . . . . i  
William Whittle .. .. .. .. . . i

1 Diocesan Registry, Chester.
2 The will of Edward Gwyn, of Greasby, part of which is in Thurstaston-- 

parish, was proved at Chester, 1610.
3 Lay Subsidies (P.R.O.), 244/35.
4 An interesting article upon Hearth Taxes was contributed by Mr. Wm. 

Ferguson Irvine, F.S.A. to the Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire- 
and Cheshire, Vol. LIT, N.S. xvi, and some further information may be found in_ 
Vol. LII of the Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire.
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Robert Totty 
Peter Sennit

John Rabone 
Rober[t] Balle 
Margrett Warton 
Joseph Yqnge 
Allis Mason

. . i

. . i

. . " . . i 
. . i 
. . i 

i 
. .   . . . . i

29
ERBY.

Edward Glegge .. .. .. ..     5 hearths.
George Balle .. .. .. .. 3  
Thomas Johnson .. .. .. ..     3 ,,
Edw. Tumlin . . .. . . .. 2 ,,
Samuell Yonge .. .. .. .. . . i ,,
George Urmston .. .. .. ..... i ,,
Willm. Miers .. .. . . .. . . i ,,
Robert Leonard .. .. . . .. . . i ,,
John Whitemore . . .... ,. . . i ,,
Robt Hodgson .. .. .. .. . . i .,
Joseph Yonge .. .. .. ... .. i  
George Berkby .. .. .. .. i ,,
John Amant1 .. .. .. .. .. i  
Peter Dawson . . .. . . .. i ,,
Willim. Newport .. .. .. .. .. i  
Nichollas Windle .. .. .. .. .. i ,,

25
The poll book for the parliamentary election, for the 

whole of Cheshire, of 1727, a contemporaneous copy of 
which is in the Birkenhead Free Library, credits Thurstas- 
ton with 9 electors:

Ralph Lion
Thos. Hastings
Jno. Harrison
Richard Stoat
John Young
Wm. Smith
Jno. Rennesy
Wm. Goodacre
Robert Williamson

1 Lay Subsidy 86/145, Hearth Tax Roll 1664/5 gives " John Almond."
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Of surnames which have given their names to fields we 
have: Worrall, Buckley, Philpot, Williamson, Pike, 
Goodacre, Realey, Davies, Hesketh.

The surnames noted as occurring most frequently in the 
earliest register transcripts will be found in the Appendix.

POPULATION.
Thurstaston does not appear to have ever been other 

than an agricultural village; its population accordingly 
has always been small. In or about 1715 there were 27 
families in Thurstaston.1 In 1778 the parson, in reply to 
the bishop's visitation questions, stated: " My parish . . . 
comprehends one hamlet and only fifteen houses." The 
census of 1801 recorded n inhabited houses, i uninhabited, 
ii families and 112 persons. 2 That of 1811 showed a 
decline, from these small numbers, due probably to the 
failure of local industries, viz.: 10 inhabited houses, 15 
families and 63 inhabitants; 14 persons were engaged in 
agriculture, none in trade, manufacturing or handicraft, 
and only one in " other occupation." 3 These figures, 
however, do not agree with an entry in the parish register, 
which gives the number of inhabitants in that year as 91, 
and in 1821 as 127.* The parish registers show that in 
the 18th century some of the Thurstaston folk pursued the 
following trades: Mariner, tailor, ship-carpenter, weaver, 
mason, fisherman. In 1835 the number of inhabitants 
was given as 92. 5 The later censuses give the figures for 
the civil parish as 1901, 141; 1911, 138.

In conclusion the thanks of the writer for information 
and assistance are due and are gratefully rendered to 
Messrs. Ernest Axon, R. Stewart-Brown, M.A., F.S.A., for 
many valuable notes freely given; to J. Brownbill, M.A.;

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 38. vi, 76.
2 Lysons' Cheshire (in " Magna Britannia," 1810), 345.
3 Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes. & Ches. Ixiii, 221.
4 See Appendix.
5 Lewis's Topogr. Diet., 1835.
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the Rev. H. J. Dodd, L.Th., rector of Thurstaston, the 
Rev. Canon Farrall, M.A., rector of Holy Trinity, 
Chester; Messrs. J. Fearnley; J. Percival Gamon; J. 
Harding, librarian of the Mayer Free Library; the 
Rev. Canon Hobson, rector of Heswall; Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hope ; A. G. B. Russell, esq., Lancaster Herald ; 
Messrs. Geo. T. Shaw, chief librarian of the Liverpool 
Public Library, and James A. Waite. The late J. Paul 
Rylands, F.S.A., John Venn, Sc.D., F.R.S., F.S.A., and 
the Rev. Ambrose Charlesworth, B.A., late rector of 
Thurstaston, also rendered valuable help.

N"


