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TRANSACTIONS.

THE PARISH OF THURSTASTON.

By F. C. Beazley, F.S.A. 

Read 10 April, 1924.

THE singular ignorance of the urban dwellers of Birken- 
head, other than sportsmen, with regard to the many 

still unspoiled villages and old churches and halls only a 
few miles from their doors has often struck the writer, and 
to his astonishment he has not infrequently been asked 
where hamlets such as Stoak and Shotwick are. Thousands 
however, know Thurstaston, and it is hoped that such 
few notes regarding its past as he has been able to glean 
may be of interest to those accustomed to resort thither 
merely on pleasure bent, as well as to the antiquary. Yet, 
in spite of the adage qui s'excuse s'accuse, let it at once be 
said that the writer had not long been engaged upon his 
task before he found himself in difficulties. There is a 
proverb " Happy is the nation which has no history." 
If this saying applies also to a parish, then Thurstaston 
is undoubtedly a parish as happy as it is beautiful; it has 
no history, and indeed it almost seems at times as if a 
conspiracy had existed to stop us from learning anything 
about it. The descent of the manor is difficult, the 
county historian's pedigree of its lords leaves much to be 
desired, while evidences as to the later portion thereof, 
such as bishop's transcripts, parish registers and wills 
are scanty; and though the old hall remains, the Norman 
church as well that which succeeded it have been swept 
away, only a very humble tower of the second structure
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remaining, and even the church plate is modern. Let us, 
however, hope that with diligence something may be 
retrieved from the maw of " hungry time."

Thurstaston is easily accessible either by rail, the 
station being a short mile from the church, or by the 
modern motor char-a-banc. Being, however, lovers of 
the countryside we will choose the latter, and alighting at 
Thingwall corner enjoy a half hour's walk across the 
central plateau of Wirral to the eastern border of the 
parish at Irby. Leaving on our right a stone - built 
farm house we turn a bend in the road, and looking over 
the trim hedges and green meadows of Arrowe we catch, 
between the woods, a glimpse of the blue sea. Close to 
the shore glisten in the sun the white sails of a yacht: 
almost on the horizon and hardly discernible steams an 
outward-bound liner, leaving a long trail of black smoke 
in its wake.

Turning from the sea, and continuing our way, soon 
there looms in front of us, apparently on the horizon, the 
scarp of Thurstaston Hill; shortly afterwards the road 
dips to a little valley, dividing the plateau, through which 
flows Arrowe brook; on the left is a wood whence the 
hoarse cawing of rooks seems to warn us that they resent 
our presence.

Mounting the hill on the further side of the brook we 
obtain a more extended view of the sea and of yellow 
dunes bounding the Lancashire coast and are now in the 
confines of Irby village. On the right we notice a number 
of large upright sandstones along the roadside a some 
what cumbrous and expensive method of fencing, one 
would imagine. They were probably hewn from a quarry 
on the opposite side of the road, which is marked in the 
Ordnance map of 1872. Leaving Mr. Haddock's farm on 
the left we pass on the other side the Prince of Wales Inn, 
with its sign of the three feathers and the motto " Ich 
dien." 1 .

1 See note in Appendix.





1R
B

Y
 

F
A

R
M

: 
T

H
E

 
O

L
D

 
B

A
L

L
 

H
O

U
S

E
.



BALL.

Ball of Irby. ' 3

Bevond the thatched post-office and store we come to 
two farm houses that on the right called " The Rookery 
Farm," that on the left " Irby Farm." The latter is a 
large brick and stone building and ,-=-^- 
was formerly the residence of the ,f 
Balls of Irby, one of the numerous 
branches of the Balls of Tushingham 
in Broxton hundred, whose curious | 
coat is known to all Cheshire armor- 
ists : Gules, a leg in pale, couped at 
the thigh, erased at the ankle, Argent, 
pierced through the calf with a 
plough coulter of the last, the leg 
vulned, Proper. The house, with the 
exception of the north gable, probably dates from the 
early part of the eighteenth century. 1 Over the door 
on the east side is a plate with the incised initials

B 
G E

IY J 1 
The initials stand for George Ball of Irby and E . . . .
his wife. George Ball seems to have died in Chester and 
his will was proved there in 1742.

High up on the north gable is a second plate, bearing a 
neatly cut inscription with the letters and date in relief, 
but unfortunately it is somewhat worn and the initials are 
not very distinct; it appears to be

W.B. E.B. A.D.
1613

R.C. E.R.
The first line evidently stands for William Ball and 

Ellen Ball Ms wife, with A.D. for Anno Domini. The 
date may be either 1613 or 1618, the last iigure not being 
quite clear. The lower line is very indistinct and the

1 Cj. the Cheshire Sheaf, 35. vii, 10; xiv, 60. Only the east side of the house 
above the foundations is of brick.
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letters R.C. and E.R. are only probably correct. No 
satisfactory explanation of their meaning has yet been 
suggested. William Ball of Irby, who was a man of some 
distinction in the hundred of Wirral during the last decade 
of the sixteenth and the early years of the seventeenth 
century, was baptised at Woodchurch on the 23rd January 
1572-3. He married about 1595 Ellen daughter of John 
Ball of Irby and Thurstaston, probably a cousin, and had 
numerous children. He was disclaimed at the herald's 
visitation in 1613, but a good pedigree of nine generations 
seems to have been prepared a little later than this by one 
of the Randall Holmes and may be seen in Harl. MS. 2119, 
ff. i8id., 182.

On the west gable of the barn is a lozenge-shaped 
plate, with four roses or rosettes in the corners and a heart 
between the two letters

G B 
1722

perhaps standing for George Ball, of Irby, aged four in 
1681 and buried at Woodchurch, i June, 1724. 1

A few yards beyond the Ball house and on the other side 
of the road stands " Manor Farm," a small stone house 
\\ith nmllioned and hooded windows; some of the latter 
are small to modern ideas, but in its proportions and 
style it is a little gem. There is something indefinably 
pleasing about old English houses. Our ancestors
liked their rooms of many shapes and not at right angles in the 
corners, nor all on the same dead level of flooring. You had to go 
up a step into one, and down a step into another, and along a 
winding passage into a third, so that each part of the house had its 
individuality .... A man's house was not only his castle, a 
man's house was himself. . . . Now we walk in and out of our 
brick boxes unconcerned whether we live in this villa or that, here 
or yonder. 2

We now reach a cross road leading southwards past the

1 Information of Mr. W. F. Irvine.
2 J-'ielil ami Hedgerow, by Richard Jeftries (1897), 105.





M
A

N
O

R
 

F
A

R
M

. 
IR

B
V

 
V

IL
L

A
G

E
.



Anchor Inn. 5

old hail of Irby to Heswall, and northwards curving round 
to Thurstaston, and at this point stands the village inn  
the Anchor.

Anchors whether for shops or inns, have always been 
favourite signs. Thus we have the " Blue Anchor," the 
" Blue Anchor and Ball " in Cheapside; the " Sheet 
Anchor," at Whitmore, in Staffordshire; the " Foul 
Anchor," a sign of two public houses at Wisbeach, im 
plying no doubt that guests were unable to leave such 
comfortable quarters; the " Raffled Anchor," Swan's 
Quay, North Shields, and so on. 1

From the road the inn looks modern, and indeed the 
front part of the house was built by Mr. Thomas Rowland, 
maternal uncle of the present tenant Mr. Rowland Cross. 
The back portion, however, appears to have been an 
ancient cottage, probably of the ijth century, which 
consisted of two rooms on the ground floor, with rooms 
above reached by a small stairway, the foot of whose 
newel post may still be seen in the little parlour; the old 
entrance door, now walled up, was at the foot of the stairs 
on the north side. The walls of this portion of the house 
are very thick and the ceilings are oak-beamed; in the 
parlour is a small mullioned window of two lights and in 
the passage another very small window, the passage and 
parlour being divided by panelling which, apparently 
ancient and well in keeping with the room, is in reality 
modern. The pattern work is of cast iron, painted, and 
the panelling was discarded from St. Mary's church, 
Birkenhead, where similar work may still be seen. 2

For how many years the sign of the Anchor has instilled 
hope in the weary traveller one cannot determine, but 
there certainly was an alehouse somewhere in the village 
in Queen Elizabeth's day; for amongst "The names of 
all persons which kepe ale houses wythin this hund[red]

1 The History of Signboards, Larwood and Hotten, i86t>.
2 Since the above was written the room has been modernised.
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of Weroll beyng bund be obligacio 1 the xxviij day of 
June in the iij yere of the Queenes Majesty's] reyne " 
[1561], we find that of " Wylliafm] Balle of Yrby," while 
" Thomas Anion of Thurstynton " and " Robert Newbot 
of Gresbye " were hosts in the adjacent villages. 2 An inn 
stood formerly on the west side of the entrance drive of 
Dawpool, a site now within the grounds; it is numbered 92 
on the tithe map.

The eastern boundary of the parish of Thurstaston is 
for the most part extremely irregular. Thus while the 
inn is just within the parish of Woodchurch the hall and 
the two fields to the north and west of it are in the parish 
of Thurstaston, and " the manor house and demesne of 
Ireby " paid tythes to that rectory. 3

Nearly opposite the inn is a brick barn, in the wall of 
which is a red sandstone plate with rosettes in the upper 
corners and bearing the initials and date

G 
I B

representing, no doubt, John Glegg of Irby and Backford, 
esquire, and Betty his wife, daughter of John Baskervyle, 
of Withington, esquire, who assumed the name of Glegg, 
by Mary his wife, daughter and finally heiress of Robert 
Glegg, of Gayton, esquire.

IRBY HALL.
Both Ormerod and Sulley describe Irby Hall as a 

timber and plaster building, and the latter, writing in 
1889, states that it is " now rapidly falling into decay." 
Since then it has been restored. The front, facing east, 
certainly presents the familiar Cheshire " black and 
white," but the sides and back are of solid stone and the

1 The foundation of our present licensing system was laid by the Act of 1552 
which empowered the justices to issue licences and take recognisances.

2 MS. 46 in the Mayer Free Library, Bebington.
3 Gastrell's Kolitia.
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Irby Hall. 7

chimneys are massive. It stands within a rectangular 
moated enclosure upon the site of the old manor house of 
the abbey of St. Werburgh. The enclosure is not 
exactly square as indicated by Ormerod; the north and 
south sides are about a hundred paces long, the east and 
west about eighty-live. The moat on the east side has 
practically disappeared; on the south, west and western 
portion of the north side it remains. On the north, 
broken at the east end, and on the west side, there is a 
high bank outside the moat, which in former days was 
doubtless continued along the other two; and one may 
conjecture that some sort of breastwork stood upon the 
top of the bank, from behind which archers and crossbow- 
men might shoot in defence of the hall against any bands 
of marauding Welshmen, while if hard pressed they 
could withdraw across the moat, by a temporary bridge, 
to the hall itself. On the left of the'entrance is a dial post, 
but there is no sun-dial ; there is no old oak or any 
carving within the hall. The illustration shows the hall 
as it was before restoration.

Retracing our steps towards the inn and passing through 
a wicket just before reaching it, we enter the field to the 
north and west of the hall already alluded to and are in a 
detached portion of the parish of Thurstaston. The field 
path leads across it to a little bog, gay, in their season, with 
king cups and other water-loving flowers, and the source 
of Greasby brook. On the further side of the bog, under a 
tree, there is a well ; this, before water from Prenton 
was laid on some twenty-five years ago, was the source of 
supply for the people of the village, who stood upon a 
large stone beside it while drawing for their needs. 1 
Whether or not this is the ancient well " called Londy- 
mere," mentioned in the agreement2 between Thomas of 
Byrch-Hylles, abbot of St. Werburgh from 1291 to 1323, :!

1 Information of Mr. R. Cross.
2 Chartulary of St. Werburgh's, Harl. MS. 1695,1'. 25 (old 32). See page 12.
3 Record .S'oc. Lane. &  Ches. i,xiv, 103.
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and William son of Patrick de Hasilwalle as to the 
boundaries between their respective manors of Irreby and 
Thurstanston, is uncertain, but there docs not appear to be 
any other well in the locality which would suit. Crossing 
the next field, which is in the parish of Woodchurch, we 
enter the main body of Thurstaston parish. Another 
field, passing a fir wood cut down in the Great War, brings 
us to Mr. Hughes' " Hill Farm." Crossing the farmyard 
and leaving Mr. Langley's1 " Ivy Lodge " on the left, we 
reach the high road and the main entrance to the mansion 
called

DAWPOOL. 2

Dawpool was built by the late Thomas Henry Ismay in 
1884, from designs by Mr. Norman Shaw. It represents, 
perhaps more perfectly than any other of his works, the 
earlier manner of its designer, the manner that was 
inspired by Tudor examples, yet took on a character so 
rightly modern. Coleridge says in his Biographia Literaria 
that " to admire on principle is the only way to imitate 
without loss of originality." It is because Mr. Norman 
Shaw had absorbed so fully the principles rather than the 
accidents of the first age of English country-house building 
that the originality of the work stands so clearly confessed. 
The plan bears no sort of relation to that of any historical 
house; it is entirely modern; yet starting with this 
groundwork, the elements of chimney, gable, mullion and 
bay have been so skilfully arranged that no little of the 
romance of historical architecture has been created. In 
less able hands they would have degenerated into a welter 
of fussiness, but at Dawpool the note of coherent gravity 
remains. The problem was seen whole.

The house is approached on its north-east side by a 
winding drive that leads the visitor through a moorland 
space brilliant with furze, heather and bracken, and

1 Lan^ley is an old name iu the parish.
2 Doubtless so called from the hamlet on the shore.
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buried at Thurstaston on the 27th of the same month. 
His success may be gauged by the fact that his real estate 
was sworn at £1,297,881 gross. By his will he left £1000 
to the incumbent of Thurstaston, the interest to be for the 
use of the poor of the parish. Margaret his widow died at 
Cadogan Square, London, on the gth and was buried at 
Thurstaston on the i2th April, 1907. She gave the great 
east window in Liverpool Cathedral in memory of her 
husband, augmented the living of Thurstaston and built 
new schools on the moor.

From the main entrance to Dawpool a steep hill over 
arched with trees, between whose boughs we catch lovely 
glimpses of the estuary of the Dee and the Welsh hills, 
leads down to the flat lands below; at its foot on the left 
the church, the old hall and village; on the right, a thatched 
cottage standing in a garden gay with flowers and the 
modern Dawpool " Home Farm." Behind the cottage a 
rocky bank covered with gorse, heather and broom blazes 
in summer, and between it and the church and hall is 
spread a large green amongst the trees.

I. TOPOGRAPHY.
The parish of Thurstaston comprises the township of 

Thurstaston, with parts of the townships of Irby and 
Greasby, the remainder of these being in Woodchurch and 
West Kirby respectively. The eastern side is tableland, 
reaching its highest point in Thurstaston Hill, while the 
western slopes gently to the sea. Thurstaston Hill is 300 
feet above sea level as against Prenton 259, Bidston 231, 
Tranmere 180; the highest point in the Hundred is in 
Heswall, 359 feet. 1

The parish is bounded on the north by West Kirby; on 
the south by Heswall, and on the east by Woodchurch;

1 The Wirral 1'fninsula, by W. Ilcwitt (19^2), 17-18.
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the western boundary is formed by the estuary of the Dee. 
In 1874 an order in Council, dated 20 October, transferred 
a parcel of ground on which are 12 cottages called " Up 
Caldy " (now called Caldy Cottages), 22 a. 2 r. 6 p., from 
the parish of West Kirby to that of Thurstaston. 1 On 
the east side the boundary is very irregular; and though 
the boundaries of manors and parishes are not always 
conterminous, in this instance the eastern boundary at 
least would appear, from an agreement made between the 
eibbot of Chester and William son of Patrick de Hasil- 
walle circa 1300, to have been very roughly so.

By the unanimous consent of Thomas 3 abbot of Chester and 
William son of Patrick de Hasilwalle, sure bounds were made 
between the manors of Irreby and Thurstanston: Beginning at the 
head of an old ditch where there was formerly a house for lepers; 
thence straight to a well walled round with large stones, which is 
called Londymcrc; through the middle of this well straight to a 
little hill called Knukyn; as the meres now newly made more 
fully show. Each manor shall have the use of this well without 
hindrance by the other but without claiming any part of the soil 
outside its own boundary. The abbot and convent renounce all 
claim to land on the Thurstanston side of these new boundaries, 
as William renounces all claim to any on the Irreby side. 3

Mr. Irvine is of opinion that this line ran from a point on 
Irb}^ Mill Hill to the well on the west edge of a small bog 
next the footpath from Irby to Thurstaston already 
mentioned, and thence to a pit hole on the east side of the 
Heswall to Thurstaston road, near which there is a rise of 
ground. This solution appears reasonable; Irby Mill Hill 
would be a lonely spot suitable for a leper house, and the 
well and rise of ground are as has been said on boundary 
lines of the parish. The names Londymere and Knukyn 
are not in the tithe map, nor is Steyncolesdale.

In 1298 William son of Sir Patrick de Haselwell sur-

1 Rackhain's Notes.
2 Thomas of Byrch-Hylles; elected 1291, died 1323.
3 Harl. MS. 1965, Chartulary of St. Werburgh's, f. 35 (old 32). Churlulary of 

Chester Abbey (Chetham Soc.), e<J. Tail, 1't. ii.
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rendered to his father the manor of Thurstaston, excepting 
two bovates of land, a barn and plot of land adjacent and 
a valley called Steyncolesdale. 1 Mr. Rackham thought it 
was what is now called Tinkersdale.

A discussion of the place-name Thurstaston will be 
found in the Appendix. It appears to be simply " Thur- 
stan's tun," or farm.

Dawpool was the name given formerly to a hamlet 
composed of a few houses on the bank of the estuary 
north of the present railway station. At first sight it 
is a little difficult to decide its exact location. The 
old charts, being naturally more concerned with the 
pool than the hamlet, are somewhat vague as to the latter. 
Teesdale's map, 1830, places it just outside the northern 
boundaries of the parish at the end of a lane leading from 
Caldy, while Bryant's2 shows a lane called Dalpool lane 
running from Thurstaston to the shore; following the 
course of the present road for a short distance, it then 
curved northwards and westwards until it reached the 
estuary where the " site of Dalpool town " is shown just 
within the parish. Entries in the register show that in the 
first quarter of the i8th century there were at least eight 
families in Dawpool, and the conclusion seems to be that 
Dawpool proper was in Thurstaston and that other 
scattered houses towards Caldy bore the same name. 
This conclusion is borne out by the tithe map, which 
shows fields (Nos. 5 and 37), " Dawpool meadow." on the 
north side of the railway station bridge.

The following are the notices of Dawpool in various 
charts and maps: 

(693, Capt. Greenvile Collins' Great Britain's Coasting Pilot (i, 
15) gives these " Directions for sailing over Chester-Bar . . . 
Keeping Hailsand without you . . . you ma}' sail up to Dort-pool 
or Nesson or \Vild-road or Highlake this way .... If you

1 Chester Plea Roll 10 (25-6 Edward I), m. nd.
2 Published by A. Bryant, 27 Great Ormond St., London, from an actual 

survey by him in 1829, 1830 and 1831.
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would sail up to Dort-Pool and Nesson you must have a care of the 
out Scar-Kocks . . . You may Anchor at Dort-Pool in three 
Fathom water."

Map No. 30, dated 1689, shows Dorpoole as one house on the 
shore, without any sign of a quay, as at Neston. The Scar Rocks 
are opposite West Kirby. Eerbey-hall is marked.

The following have also been consulted, but they give 
practically no fresh information. The name is usually 
spelt Dalpool. (i) Murdock Mackenzie, sen., A Maritim 
Survey of Ireland and the West of Great Britain, taken by 
order of the Admiralty, vol. ii, 1776. (2) Capt. Joseph 
Huddart, The Coasting Pilot for Great Britain and Ireland] 
map dated 12 May, 1794. (3) C. Smith's New Map of the 
County Palatine of Chester, 1804. (4) George Thomas, A 
Survey of the harbour of Liverpool, made by order of the 
Admiralty, 1813. (5) James Hunter's New Map of the 
Hundred of Wirral, Chester, 1820. (6) W. Swire and 
W. F. Hutchings' Map of the County Palatine of Chester, 
1830.

Just about half a mile north of Thurstaston station, on 
the northern boundary of the parish, a tiny stream flows 
into the estuary. On the shore at this point is a massive 
rounded archway of the local red sandstone, some of the 
stones being as much as six feet long. From this a jetty 
runs into the sea while the beach for some distance around 
is strewn with a quantity of squared stones; it would 
appear as if at some time there had been a quay, or a sea 
wall to protect the bank against erosion, and that the 
archway was made to allow the stream (which would be 
larger in winter) egress to the sea. The bed of the stream 
for some distance from its mouth contains many squared 
stones. Further north a line of large and long stones 
stretches along the beach for a considerable distance. 
None of the work appears of any great age.

Sulley mentions that " in 1823 efforts had been made to 
establish a dock and a line of steamers at Dawpool," and 
adds, " Fortunately all these schemes came to nought."
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The scheme is thus referred to in the Gentleman's Magazine
Of I822. 1

The establishment of the port at Dawpool, near Chester, is iu 
progress, and a speedy report is expected on the subject from that 
intelligent engineer Mr. Telford. Independently of the general 
accommodation which packets would afford at that station, the 
ready communication between Dublin and the depot at Chester, 
where nearly 40,000 stand of arms are kept, with other warlike 
stores, is a subject of vital importance, especially at a time when 
the sister Island is in a state of dangerous fermentation."

I have not been able to rind any advertisements of the 
sailing of packets from Dawpool in the Liverpool news 
papers of the period. The scheme was soon abandoned. z 
It would appear, however, that previous to this time some 
importations were made at Dawpool, as the parish registers 
contain the burial entries of two officers of customs at 
Dawpool, in the years 1777 and 1792.

Lists of vessels hailing from Wirral in 1541, 1544 an(i 
1571, are extant in the City of Chester archives; 3 but 
while Hilbre, West Kirby and Caldy to the north and 
Heswall and Neston to the south are credited with a 
number of trading vessels, none appear as belonging to 
Dawpool. Dean Swift, it may be mentioned, landed at 
" Darpool " from Dublin in 1707 and sailed thence for 
Ireland in 1709.*

In 1860-1 John Baskervyle Glegg (in respect of the 
Hundred of Caldy), was returned in the list of Lords of the 
Manors entitled to unclaimed wreck, his rights extending 
from Leighton on Dee to Seacombe (except the manors of 
Caldy, Wallasey and Liscard). 5

1 Vol. xcn, pt. i, 364.
3 It was not until the early years of the nineteenth century that the long 

struggle between the Dee and the Mersey came to an end, the contest being 
abandoned when Dawpool and Connah's Quay were given up as points of 
departure for Ireland through the same silting trouble. See The Evolution of 
a Coast Line, by William Ashton (1020), 167.

3 Wirral N. & Q. I, 16 el seq.
4 Wirral K. &Q. i, 16.
5 The Wapentake of Wirral, by Ronald Stewart-Brown, 13711.
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IRBY.
Hugh Lupus granted Erby (or Erberia) to his newly 

founded abbey of St. Werburgh, Chester, in 1093. The 
manor house has been described above. After the 
dissolution of the abbey the manor was sold by the crown, 
and after several changes became eventually the property 
of Edward Glegg of Irby, esq.

Edward Glegge of Irby, gent., died in 1703, and has a 
memorial tablet (see below) in Thurstaston church, which 

gives particulars of his family. His 
will, dated 10 December, 2 Ann, 1703, 
was proved C.C. Chester by John 
Scorer, 29 Jan. 1703[-4], power being 
reserved to Jane Glegge, the widow, 
and John Glegge renouncing. 1

All debts etc. to be paid except a 
charge of £1000 upon my estate. All 
personal estate shall go and be amongst 
my yonger children equally as they attain 
ye age of one and twenty. Whereas I did 
sometyme purchase two or more certaine 

Sable, 2 lions counter- closes m irby called ye Longloones and 
passant in pale, argent. Sowerloones8 my eldest sonn and hdre

shall have ye same paying my yonger children one hundred pounds 
when he shall attain the age of one and twenty, if there be three 
or more then living, but if but two then nothing at all. My wife 
shall have all my estate [etc.] in Greasby during widowhood and 
untill my sonn attain ye age of one and twenty . . . over and above 
ye interest of a debt due from ye estate of Sr. John \Vcnden of 
London, knight. If wife re-marry before, then she is to have £20 
and testator bequeathes all estate in Greasby and Irby and all 
personal estate to Sir William Glegge of Geaton, knight, John 
Scorer of London, ^'entr, John Glegge of Tranmoore, gentl", for ye 
use of my children as is aforesid. If sons die without lawful 
issue leaves all estate in Irby and Greasby which was formerly the 
lands of Edward Glegge of Grange, esqr., deceased, my late father, 
to my nephew Edward Glegge of Grange, esqr., and his heires males

1 On i Oct., 1708 Jane Glcgg appeared and was sworn
2 Sour Loons is a field towards Greasby and west of Limbo lane. Long 

Loons does not appear to be in the parish.

GLICGG.
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ycilding to my daughters five hundred pounds over and above ye 
mortgage of one thousand pounds. Appoints as executors my 
father-in-law John Scorer of London, my wife Jane Glegge, John 
Glegge, my onely brother. Witnesses: John Glegge, Ann Jackson 
Thomas Yong.

Armorial seal, indistinguishable.

The will of Jane Glegg of the City of Chester, widow, 
weake, dated 10 Nov., 7 George, 1720, was proved C.C. 
Chester 8 July 1721, by the executrix. Jane Glegg was 
buried at Thurstaston as relict of Edward Glegge of Irby, 
gentleman, 7 March, 1720; and is commemorated on her 
husband's tablet.

Testatrix leaves all personal estate " to my Dare and will 
beloved Dater Ann Glegg," paying my son Roger twinty pound, 
and makes my only Dater Ann Glegg executrix. Witnesses: 
Tho. Bennett, Mary Bennett, John Crane.

The will appears to be a holograph.

THURSTASTON COMMON.
" Thurstaston Common," more properly perhaps, Irby 

heath,1 appears, even in the last century, to have been 
somewhat more extensive than it is at present. It lies 
between Irby and Thurstaston on the south and Caldy and 
Frankby on the north, and formerly at least was in due 
season a glorious blaze of golden gorse and purple heather. 
Its beauty was naturally an offence to King Demos, 
however, and since the major portion was devoted to the 
use of the public he has swiftly seen to it that a succession 
of fires should leave a great part of it a blackened expanse 
of earth and rocks. The western portion forms a scarp 
overlooking the strip of flat land between it and the 
estuary of the Dee, here some five miles wide, and from the 
highest point in the south-west corner of the heath the 
view of the Welsh hills and mountains is magnificent,

1 It is so styled in C. Smith's New Map of the County Palatine of Chester, 1804. 
Swire & Hutchin's Map of the CoUnty Palatine of Chester, 1828 and 1829, 
published by Henry Teesdale & Co.; A new Map of the Hundred of Wirral, 
published by J. Hunter, Chester, 1820; Pigot & Co.'s map, N.D.
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extending from the range south of Mold to the Great 
Orme's Head. Probably few who see the latter in the 
dim haze wot that it has aught to do with Thurstaston, 
yet it was close to it, under the walls of his castle at 
Deganwy, that Robert de Rodelent, the Norman grantee 
of Thurstaston after the Conquest, met his end at the 
hands of the Welsh in 1088.

The first portion of the heath acquired for the enjoy 
ment of the public was under an Award of the 15 Decem 
ber, 1883, confirmed by the Land Commissioners on the 
22nd following, and consisted of forty-five acres at the 
south end, "allotted and awarded unto the Churchwardens 
and Overseers of the poor of the parish of Thurstaston . . . 
in trust as a place for exercise and recreation for the 
inhabitants of Thurstaston, Birkenhead and neighbour 
hood . . . the . . control is vested in the said Church 
wardens and Overseers jointly and equally with the 
Corporation of Birkenhead and the expenses . . . shall be 
defrayed in equal proportions " ... " Thor's stone " is to 
be preserved in its present state, and no stone to be worked 
by any one. 1 Three other lots on the north side, amount 
ing in all to 98 acres, have since been presented by generous 
donors to the National Trust, the first of the three being in 
the custody of the Corporation of Birkenhead. 2

Ormerod in his original edition stated:

" Irby lies partly in the parish of Woodchurch, and partly in 
Thurstanston. From the village of the latter it is separated by a 
moor, on which are some broken fragments, which have very

1 Information kindly supplied by Mr. James Fearnley, town clerk of Birken 
head.

2 The properties of the Trust include: "(15. Thurstaston Heath (1916). 
Twenty-seven and a half acres of moorland adjoining Thurstaston Common, 
Cheshire, situate about 7 miles from Liverpool. Presented by Sir A. V. Paton 
in memory of his brother, Captain M. B. Paton, who fell in action in Gallipoli. 
The land is under the management of the Birkenhead Corporation, subject to 
the control of the Trust. In 1917, Sir A. V. Paton, Mr. A. K. Bnlley and 
Mr. W. C. Stapledon presented a further sixty-four acres of adjoining land. 
In 1918 Sir A. V. Paton presented a further seven acres of land adjoining, 
known as Irby Hill." Twenty-sixth Report of the National Trust for places of 
historic interest or natural beaitty, 1920-1.
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much the appearance of being the remains of an anticnt rocking 
stone, but are too much injured to suffer any positive opinion to be 
formed respecting them."

This probably refers to a group of rocks at the edge of a 
hollow about 80 yards east of the road to Caldy, at the 
intersection of lines drawn S.S.E. from the new school 
house and W.N.W. from the Anchor Inn. One flat- 
topped rock, 48 by 44 inches on its upper surface, possibly 
broken off from the next mentioned, lies upon the ground; 
another, 4 feet high and measuring on top 75 by 36 inches, 
rests slantwise on a rock or on rocks beneath it at three 
points, and though it has certainly, on casual inspection, 
somewhat the appearance of a rocking stone, that it ever 
was so seems dubious.

II. THE HALL.

Before describing the hall it seems desirable to notice 
Sulley's statements that

" An older hall or castle probably existed on the shore perhaps 
the one built by Robert de Kodelent, more northerly close to the sea. 
Within the last half century considerable ruins remained, but the 
stones have all been removed, and used for building purposes. 
It is again 1 to be regretted that Ormerod's survey was not more 
thorough." 2

Sulley places the words italicised above within inverted 
commas as a quotation, but gives no authority for them. 
Now there is nothing inherently improbable in the 
supposition that Robert de Rodelent may have built some 
kind of a landing place on Dawpool deep and possibly a 
small fort to protect it. We know that he held the castle

1 The word " again " refers to the author's criticism of Ormerod for failing 
to notice " Tlior's stone."

2 The Hundred of Wirral, p. 86.
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of Rhuddlan1 at or near the mouth of the Clwyd as well as 
the castle of Deganwy or Ganok, situated a short distance 
from Llandudno bay at the south-west end of a low range 
of hills running from the Little Orme's Head to the 
Conway river and opposite to the future Edwardian 
castle of that name. He would doubtless, from time to 
time, require to communicate with his estate in Wirral, or 
to transport men and munitions thence. Shotwick ford 
was treacherous and, as a glance at the map will show, the 
journey by way of Chester circuitous in comparison with 
the sea route. At the same time it is probable he drew 
the bulk of his supplies from Chester or the surrounding 
district, as did his successors in the fourteenth century. 2 

One refers therefore naturally to Orderic to see if 
Sulley's quotation can be found therein. Sure enough a 
passage is found, 3 in which it is said that Robert, after 
Rhuddlan castle had been constructed and placed in his 
charge, " built a castle at Deganwy close to the sea." 
The words " more northerly " do not appear. 4 There is 
no Castle Hey, Castle Field or similar name in the field 
names of Thurstaston or West Kirby, nor any mound to 
make a castle site. The coast may have eroded, a process 
still going on, so that a " hall or castle " may have been

1 Rhuddlan is often mentioned temp. Edward II as an important port. 
River silting has been the cause of its decay. The L. & N. W. Ry. bridge 
finally sealed its fate. See The Evolution of a Coast Line, by William Ashton 
(1920), p. 177.

* Accounts of the Chamberlains . . of Chester, 1301-1360; Ed. by R. Stewart- 
Brown (Record Soc. Lanes. & Ches. LIX), 7, 8,10, n, 25, 95, 215, 273, 276.

3 " 1088. Delude post multos agones praxlicto Hugoni comitatus Cestrensis 
datus est, et Robertus princeps militia; ejus et totius province gubernator 
factus est. Tune vioini Britones, qui Gualli vel Guallenses vulgo vocitantur, 
contra regem Guillelmum et oinnes ejus fautores nirnis debachabuntur. 
Decreto itaque regis, oppidum eontra Guallos apud Rodelentum constructuin 
est, et Roberto, ut ipse pro defensione Anglici regni barbaris opponerctur, 
datum est. Bellicosus marohio contra inquietam gentem sa'pissime couflixit, 
crebrisque oertamiuibus inultum sanguinis effudit. Incolis itaque Britonibus 
sz-vo marte repulsis fines suos dilatavit, et in montc Dagannoth [UeganwyJ 
qui mari contiguus est castellum condidit." Orderie.us Vitalis, " Hist. EC- 
clesiastica," lib. viii, in Du Chesne, Hist. Xarmannorum Scriptores (1619), 
p. 670.

1 Giraldus Cambrensis merely says earl Hugh rebuilt Ueganwy.
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washed away, but no tradition of it remains. Sulley 
may have heard of the quay stones mentioned on p. 14 and 
connected them with a misinterpretation of the passage 
in Orderic.

The writer has not been privileged to inspect the hall; 
hence he can only give an account of it from various 
printed works and from such original documents as he has 
been able to obtain.

Mortimer, writing in 1847, described it as a stone 
building of some extent, and added:

" Although the date of its erection is unknown, it is evidently 
of considerable antiquity, and was so described by Webb, upwards 
of two hundred years since. It has been surrounded with strong 
walls, which also enclosed the church, and was protected with a 
moat." 1

In view of the strong fortification surrounding Irby 
Hall, a little further inland, the latter statement is no 
doubt correct, for Thurstaston hall would equally require 
protection from the Welsh. That their incursions were a 
very real source of danger is abundantly proved by 
documentary evidence, for instance, writing about 1195, 
Lucian, a monk of St. Werburgh's, Chester, says:

" The native knows how savagely our neighbour often ap 
proaches, and, stimulated by hunger and cold, haunts the place, 
and thus cannot help but compare the difference in supplies. Yet 
he retires, but with hostile glance and evil thoughts envies the 
citizens their walls." 2

Again in responding to a writ John Lestrange, justice of 
Chester, reports in 1244 that the total value of the land of 
Gayton in Wyrhale, a few miles to the south, is loos. 22d., 
only . . . while there is peace between the men of Chester 
and the Welsh. 3 It was not until the defeat and death of 
Owen Glyndwr at the beginning of the fifteenth century 
that the men of Wales were finally conquered.

1 The History of the Hundred of \Virral, by \V. Williams Mortimer, p. 264.
2 Liber Luciani de laude Ccstrie (Record Soc. Lanes, &  Ches. LXIV) 31.
3 Cal. Miscell. Inq., Vol. i, No. 18; Ches. Sheaf, 38. No. 4540.
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Mortimer's statement is supported by the fact that the 
wall of the ancient bnrh or manor house was often identical 
with the wall surrounding the churchyard. It was the 
duty of certain tenants of a manor to make the rampart of 
the manor house, each contributing a specified portion. 
This custom appears to have survived to recent times in 
the obligation of each owner of a farm to make a specified 
share of the churchyard wall. 1 At Shotwick the church 
wardens were presented in 1677 for not repairing the 
church walls, their excuse being that " every one knows 
his own parte." Similarly at Prestbury, also in our 
county, the inhabitants of each township had a certain 
portion of the ground in the churchyard reserved for their 
exclusive use, they undertaking to keep it fenced and in 
order; and at the end of the first extant register is a copy 
of an agreement made

" Anno dni 1608 decimo Decembris ... in the behalfc of all the 
tennts in Falibroome " [one of the townships in the parish] 
" for and concerninge the Repayringe and the continual! 
upholdinge for cuer of that part and porcion of the Church yard 
\valle of Prestburie belonginge to the f oresaide townships of Upton 
and Fallibroome." 2

The entrance gates are on the north side of the hall 
between two stately pillars of red sandstone surmounted by 
the crest of Whitmore and much weathered; and as, 
through the iron railings, the eye travels across the green 
sward bordered by bright flowers one tries to picture the 
long series of generations for whom this has been the 
centre of their little universe. Warriors in chain mail and 
their followers must often have trod the spot, later in plate, 
later still in half armour, they rode hence in soldierly pride 
with rattle of weapon and clink of bit and spur, to the 
wars. Through the hall gates the ladies of the house 
hold in their lumbering coach, gay hunting parties, the

1 Church and Manor, by S. O. Addy (1913), p. 132.
2 The Register Hook of. . . . Prestbury (Record Soc. Lanes. & Chcs. v), Intro. 

xiv-xv.
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county gentleman on courting bent, the messenger on 
foundering horse, the beggar on weary feet, all passed, each 
soul with its hopes and fears in the world it wove about 
itself; and all are gone. For them as for us rose the 
summer sun, for them as for us the dew sparkled on the 
grass, around the hall little eager hands were stretched to 
gather daisies and buttercups, and some alas ! themselves 
were gathered ere another summer came. But now the bare 
names of old and young, squire and parson, yeoman and 
peasant may be read in neglected records, and that is all. 
Beside the gate where we have been dreaming is a stone 
horse-block, part of which may be seen in our illustration 
of the hall. The gateposts are said to bear the inscription

I W
1733 

but the writer has been unable to lind it.
The front of the hah probably dates from about the year 

1700, of which period the main entrance with its classic 
pillars is characteristic; 1 over the door are the crest and 
coat of Whitmore with helm and mantlet. The cast wing 
is modern.

Mr. Irvine tells us that one portion of the hall may be as 
early as the fifteenth century, but that the rest is much 
later, the west wing being built about 1680. 2 The initials 
and date on the wall outside the drawing room window*

W
W D 
1680

bear out this statement and stand for William Whitmore 
and his wife Dorothy, daughter of Henry Hockenhull of 
Tranmere. William's father Valentine dying in 1656 was 
succeeded by his eldest son John; who dying in his turn 
in 1671 unmarried, was succeeded by his younger brother 
William, above mentioned, then 22 years of age.

1 Kotcs on the Ohl Halls of tt'irral, by Wm. Fergussou Irvine.
- I hi. I.
3 J. 1'. Kyl.uuLs MS. of M.I.s.
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Description of the Hall.

The will of William Whitmore of Thurstaston, dated in 
1727, l gives us the names of some of the rooms at about 
that date: viz: " the hall, big parler, withdrawing 
room, kitchin, little parler, a roome called the cabbin, my 
closet."

Previous to this, however, Elizabeth Whitmore,2 whose 
will dated 14 June, 1662, was proved at Chester in 1663, 
states that she had '' spent. . . several summes of money 
in repairing, re-edifying and newbuilding of the manner 
house of Thurstington and outhouses thereunto belong 
ing." The inventory gives us a list of the rooms in the 
hall " Mr. Whitmore's chamber, the dining roome, the 
red chamber in the garrat, the garrat, Mr. Glegg's 
chamber, the clossett, the buttery, the parlor, the hall, 
the kitchin, dairy house, nursery, brewhouse, the greene 
chamber." The dining room contained " 6 green stooles, 
6 greene chairs at 5s., one leather and one wrought 
carpett at 2s. and ios., 6 other chairs, one little square 
table, three hundred weight of cheese 2li. 5s." The 
testatrix was the daughter of William (not Edward as 
stated by Ormerod and Mr. Irvine, who confuse aunt and 
niece of same names) Glegg of Gayton.

In this room, over the mantelpiece, are the arms of 
Glegg, Two lions counterpassant in 
pale, a crescent for difference; im 
paling Quarterly I and 4 ermine, 2 
and 3 paly [of six Or and Gules]. 
The lion in chief is to sinister, 3 as 
on the monument in the church and 
in the church-tower at Heswall; 
monuments in Neston and West 
Kirby churches on the other hand 
show the lion in chief to dexter. 
In the Visitation of 1613 this lion <^LEGG impaling COTES.

1 See page 74.
2 See page 72.
3 J. P. Rylands, MS. of M.I.s.
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in the arms of Glegge of Gayton is stated as facing to 
sinister; 1 other entries in the printed Visitations are silent 
on the subject, which after all is unimportant. Ormerod 
adopts the sinister position for all branches of the family. 
The presence of this coat and of the Glegg crest, which 
may be seen on the roof of the hall from the gate, is 
accounted for presumably by the fact that the manor 
of Thurstaston passed to John Baskervyle Glegg, second 
son of John Glegg of Irby, under the will of his godmother 
Mrs. Lucy Browne, daughter of Catherine one of the 
co-heiresses of Joseph the last male Whitmore. The 
impaled arms are those of Cotes of Woodcote, co. 
Salop, Mr. Glegg having married Maria Georgina, daughter 
of John Cotes, of Woodcote, esquire, M.P., by his second 
wife Maria, daughter of George Harry [Grey], 5th earl of 
Stamford and Warrington. 2 The Cotes of Woodcote 
entered a pedigree of many generations at the visitation 
of Shropshire in 1623, and from it we gather that in the 
fourteenth century Robert de Cotes married Alice sister of 
Roger de Knightley and that the impaled arms were 
originally those of her family. 3 She was not an heiress 
and it is difficult to understand why she should have 
carried the arms with her. 4

Thurstaston, like other ancient halls, is not without its 
legends. 5 In a niche on the staircase is a wooden figure of 
Hugh Lupus, which tradition says was stolen and then 
recovered from the Dee. There is said to be a passage or 
tunnel from the cellar to the banks of Dawpool Deep. 
Finally there is, or was, a ghost of which we are not only 
able to give an account, but also a portrait. The story6 
goes: 

1 ILirl. Soc. LIX, 108. 
" Burke's Landed Gentry, 1^53. 
:l Hurl. Sue, xxviii, 149-153; Coll. Arm.  20. 
4 Cf. " The Knightleys of Fawsley " in The Ancestor, ii. 4. 
6 The writer is greatly indebted to former tenants of the hall for this in 

formation.
6 Cheshire Slieaf, 3rd S. ii, 138 (1899).
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From time to time in the public press references appear on the 
subject of this mysterious visitant, and as the matter seems to be 
one of general interest, and at the same time to have a slightly 
antiquarian flavour, the Editors have been at some pains to 
procure information at first hand on the subject.

We are indebted for the following facts to a lady who is widely 
known and respected in the northern mediety of the Hundred of 
Wirral, and whose name, were we to give it, would carry the 
greatest weight with all our readers. The story, which was told to 
tliis lady some years ago by the artist concerned, is given as 
briefly as possible, and our informant can only add that she is 
entirely convinced of the good faith of the narrator. The facts 
are as follows: 

A well-known and successful portrait-painter was staying at 
Thurstaston Hall some years ago, during the execution of a 
commission on which he was engaged, viz., the painting of the 
portrait of a member of the family then renting the hall. He 
occupied the room which opens on to the stairs on the left hand 
side as one ascends the topmost flight, and which is said to be over 
what was once a refectory. The artist slept in this room for some 
time without being disturbed, until very early one morning he 
heard the door open, and on lifting his head to see the cause, 
espied an old woman wringing her hands in evident distress. She 
came forward and stood at the foot of his curtained four-post bed 
without speaking, and though he addressed a remark to her, 
saying something to the effect that she seemed to be in great 
trouble, and asking if he coulcl do anything for her, she passed 
round to the other side of the room, pulled a bell-rope and 
vanished.

The artist several times afterwards had the same experience, and 
although he felt it to be supernatural, he became so used to it as 
to lose all sense of fear, and on one occasion made a rough sketch 
of the apparition, which he completed afterwards, a copy of which 
he gave to the lady from whom this information comes.

Some time after this a gentleman, acquainted with the details 
of this story, was staying with some people in another part of 
England, whose ancestors had once occupied Thurstaston Hall, 
and he recognised immediately that one of their family portraits 
was identical with the sketch of the apparition made by the 
artist. It then transpired that, according to a family tradition, 
the subject of the portrait was supposed to haunt Thurstaston 
Hall. When these facts were related to the artist, he solemnly 
declared that he had previously neither heard of the family, nor
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of the legend connected with it, and had, of course, never seen the 
portrait in question.

III. THE MANOR.

Hugh surnamccl Lupus, but called by the Welsh " the 
Fat," was created earl of Chester in 1070. He was a 
sovereign prince in the county, every one holding his land 
of him except the bishop. His father, Richard vicomte of 
Avranches, married a sister of William the Conqueror, so 
that Hugh was the king's nephew. Thurstaston, with 
many other manors in Wirral and elsewhere, he gave 
to his kinsman Robert son of Humphrey de Tilleul, 1 who 
took his own surname from Rodelent or Rhuddlan, because 
he held half of that lordship with its wide dependencies in 
North Wales. 2 The following table shows the kinship:

Ansfrid, a Dane= ....
______________L 

I I
llumphrev de Titlcul= .... Tlnirstan Goz, lord of Hiesmcs= ....

____i ___;_____i i i
Robert de Rodelent Richard Gos, or d'Avranches = Emma, sister of

I William I.

Hugh d'Avranches, carl of Chester.

" Not the meanest " of Hugh's Barons3 was this Robert, 
whose lordship of Thurstaston is thus described in Domes 
day Book (I.,f. 264d):

Isclem Kobertus tenet TVRSTANETONK et Willelmus de eo. 
Leuenot tenuit. liber homo fuit. | Ibi. ii. hid;e geldabiles. Terra, 
est. iiii. carucis. In dominio. est una.etii. bouarii. et iiii. j uillani 
et iiii. borclarii cum. i. caruca et dimidia.

Tempore Regis Eduardi ualebat. xxx. solidos et post. viii. 
solidos. Modo. xvi. solidos.

1 Orderic's Hist. Ecdcs. (Bohn's edition), ii, 443. 
^ Onnerod (cd. Helsby), i, p. ]ii. 
3 Leycester.
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The same Robert holds Turstancton [Thurstaston] and William 
(holds it) of him. Levenot (Leofnoth) held it (in the time of King 
Edward) and was a free man. There are 2 hides that pay geld. 
There is land (enough) for 4 ploughs. In the demesne there is one 
plough, and two oxmen; and there are 4 villeins and 4 bordars 
with i J ploughs. It was worth 30 shillings (yearly) in the time of 
King Edward (1066) and afterwards 8 shillings; now 16 shillings. 1

Of the Saxon lord of the place, Leofnoth, nothing can be 
related. He is probably the thegn of that name who held 
other manors in Wirral at the time: Leighton, Thorn ton 
Hough and Gayton, in all which he was succeeded by 
William (under Robert of Rhuddlan), Little Caldy, in 
which he may have been succeeded by William, and Great 
and Little Meolse.

The Norman lordship brings before us one of the 
greatest men of his age WTilliam the Conqueror; and 
with him his nephew Hugh the earl and his baron Robert. 
It is unlikely that William or Hugh ever saw Thurstaston; 
even Robert himself probably saw little of it after he had 
established his liege man William therein ; yet the 
arrangements they made had much to do with its history. 
Not to dwell here on general history, yet not to pass these 
magnates by without due notice, we have given some 
account of them separately in the Appendix. It may, 
however, be noticed in this place that during his life 
" Robert de Rhuddlan, with the consent of his lord Hugh, 
earl of Chester, gave to the abbey of St. Evroul Chircabia 
with two churches, one in the village itself and the other at 
the manor lying near, surrounded by the sea." 2

Thurstaston in Wirral Hundred, was included in the 
little Hundred of Caldy, which came into the hands of the 
Gleggs, and probably represents Robert de Rhuddlan's

1 Domesday Survey of Cheshire (Chetham Soc., M.S. 7.1), ed. by ]. Tait, 134-5. 
, 2 I.e. St. Bridget's, West Kirby, and St. Mary's in Hilbre. See Bohn's ed. 

of Orderic (1854), ii, 257, 443; Chartulary of St. Werburgh's abbey (diet. Soc.), 
i, 250.
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barony, though it did not include the whole of it. This 
barony reverted to the earl's hands after Robert's death, 
and Thurstaston and other manors were given to the 
Montalts. Thus Robert de Montalt held Thurstaston, Pren- 
ton and Leigh by Chester as one knight's fee in 1275.* 
His successor Roger appears to have released the two 
former, holding Leigh (La Lethe) only in 1278, 2 and there 
is no later indication of the Montalt lordship.

The Hundred of Wirral, with certain exceptions, was 
formed into a forest by Randle Meschines, third earl of 
Chester (1120-1130), and so continued until, on the 
inhabitants petitioning the Black Prince against the 
depredations of the beasts of the forest and the oppres 
sions of the foresters, it was by his charter disforested in 
1376. His father confirmed this by a charter in the same 
year, after the prince's death. 3 Thurstaston, as a town 
in the forest, had paid 33. 6d. yearly to the chief forester.'1 
In 1384 a levy of 600 marks was made on the townships 
of Wirral by Richard II for a confirmation of the 
Black Prince's charter, the second instalment of the 
proportion payable by the lord and tenants of Thurstaston 
being 45s. 5

The annexed outline pedigree shows the descent of the 
manor from the Conquest until it became settled in the 
hands of the Whitmore family, who held it for four 
centuries and a half.

William, who held of Robert de Rhuddlan, was lord of 
the manor in 1086. The next lord known is Matthew

1 Cal. Inqiiis. p.m., ii, 85. Patrick de Hasclwell held Thurstaston of Roger. 
3 Ibid. 162.
3 Cal. Charter K. v, 230; Cal. Patent R. 1374-77, P- 37s-
4 Cheshire: 1'brest Proceedings, roll 6, m. I (writ of 32 Edward III).
5 " The Disafforestation of Wirral " by R. Stewart-Brown, in Trails. Hist, 

Soc. lix, 165. See also the same writer's Wapuntake of Wirral, 15, 16.
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surnamed " de Rodelent," who was conjectured by 
Ormerod, no doubt from his surname, to have been 
Robert's illegitimate son. There is, however, no evidence 
for this; as surnames were riot then fixed they do not afford 
conclusive evidence of parentage. William le Meschin, 
brother of earl Ranulf I, had a son called Ranulf de 
Ruelent in the Chartulary of St. Werburgh. 1 In the same 
book " William the clerk of Ruelent " also occurs quite 
possibly the lord of Thurstaston, as the charter is dated 
between 1121 and 1129. 2 The dates also make it difficult 
to accept Ormerod's conjecture, for Robert de Rhuddlan 
was killed in 1088, and Matthew's descendant in the fifth 
generation was born in or before 1257, requiring an average 
of thirty-live years to a generation, which is far too long. 

Matthew was more probably a son or son-in-law of 
William, and it will be noticed that he called his son 
William. On the other hand it must be pointed out that 
Matthew did not succeed to all the lands that William 
(presumably the same William) held of Robert in 1086; so 
there may have been a division among William's heirs. 
Again we cannot prove that William had Calcly, which 
Matthew's descendants had.

Matthew de Rodelent was succeeded by his son William, 
and he by his son Richard de Thurstaston, who was living 
in the time of Philip de Orreby, the justice of Chester 
from about 1208 to 1229, as is proved by the following 
charters:

(i) Richard de Thurstanton confirms to Roger son of Richard 
son of Hugh son of Oliver certain land in vico de Castello (in 
Castle Street, ? Chester) between land held by Cecily wife of Robert 
Revel and land held by Roger of William Malbanc's fee; viz., that 
land which Richard his father, Hugh his brother and Hugh his 
grandfather (atavus, MS.) formerly held of William son of Matthew, 
father of the grantor. Witnesses: Philip de Orreby, justice of

l Tait, Chartulary of Chester Abbey (diet. Soc.), i, 93. Professor Tuit 
conjectures that he was born at Rhuddlan and so obtained this surname. 

2 Ibid. 48.
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Chester, Peter the earl's clerk, Patrick his son, Joceram de 
Hellesby and Richard de Kingsley. 1

(2) Richard son of William son of Matthew de Thurstanston con 
firms to Basingwerk abbey the gifts of his father William and 
mother Beatrice, viz. to bovates of land in La Lydha (Overleigh 
and Netherleigh, Chester), rendering 1 mark of silver yearly to 
acquit the forinsec service, and nothing further. Witnesses : 
Ralph de Mouhaud, Ralph de Meinwarin, John de Cumbray, 
Robert Launcelyn, Ralph and Hugh sons of Hudard, Philip de 
Selopesbury, William grantor's brother, and Richard son of 
Meinfelin. 2

Richard de Thurstaston was witness, together with 
Philip de Orreby, the justice, to a charter by which Thomas 
the Welshman, son of Ranulf the Welshman of Hooton, 
gave lands in Hooton, Tranmere and Eastham. 3 Nothing 
further is known of his mother and brother named above. 
He had a son Peter (according to the old pedigrees), of 
whom nothing but the name is known, but whose daughter 
Agnes was heir to her grandfather Richard. 4 Marrying 
Sir Patrick de Haselwall, knight, who was sheriff of the 
county 4 Edward I (1275-6) 5 she brought the manor of 
Thurstaston to the neighbouring ,^         _ 
Haselwell family. Sir Patrick's 
parentage is nowhere recorded, but 
he appears to have been the son of 
John de Haselwell, who occurs in 
1229* and 1246' and who may have 
been the son of William de Hasel 
well. This William appeared before 
Philip de Orreby, justice of Chester, 
and quitclaimed to Hugh de Button 
certain " natives," Leofwin and God- 
giva his wife and others; 8 he was

HASELWALL. 
Argent, a chief azure.

1 Dodsworth MSB. xxxi, f. lotirf; from a roll at Gawsworth. This charter 
was adduced at the Visitation of 1580; Harl. Soc. xviii, 246. Ormerod takes 
in vico de Castello to mean Castle Northwich.

2 Chester Plea Roll 28 (8 Edward II), in. ijd. 3 Harl. MS. 2079, f. 2 8rf. 
4 Plea Roll 28, cited above. 5 Harl. MS. 2079, f. fid.
6 He was defendant to a plea at Lancaster in that year; Patent Rolls, 1225-32, 

p. 304; V.C.H. Lanes., iii, 14111.
7 He took part in the defence of Ueganwy Castle; Patent Rolls, 1232-47, p. 

464, and Close Rolls 1242-47, p. 487. See also V.C.H. Lanes, iii, I32n.
8 Harl. MS. 2077, f. 92. See also 2074, f. 65 ; 2079, f. 32.

D



34 The Parish of Thurstaston,

witness to charters of the same time (1208-29). l 
William acquired a moiety of the manor of Speke in 
Lancashire by his marriage (before 1206) with a 
daughter of Richard de Molyneux of Sefton, and it 
descended to John and Patrick de Haselwell. 2 John had 
a daughter Alice, who married Bertram de Meolse,2 and 
Patrick had a sister Aline, who married Guy de Provincia. 3

In 1255 Agnes de Haselwell, presumably Patrick's 
wife, but possibly a sister, held J acre of purpresture in 
Whittimere, Shropshire, the place supposed to have given 
a surname to the Whitmore family of London and Apley.* 
The circumstance is curious, in view of the succession to 
Thurstaston of another Whitmore family. In quite 
another part of Staffordshire, at Alstonfield, David de 
Haselwall was in 1293 a parcener, with eight others. 5 This 
manor had been held by William Malbank under earl 
Hugh in 1086.

About 1260 there was property in Northgate Street, 
Chester, which was subject to the right of the lords of 
Thurstaston to lodge there, the owners having also to do 
suit of court at Thurstaston. The property was sold to 
John Arneway, subject to this right, but about 1278 
Patrick de Haselwall and Agnes his wife released it from 
those obligations. 6 In 1252 Patrick de Haselwell, Bert 
ram de Molis, and Matthew de Thorintone together held 
I knight's fee of the earl of Chester, but Thurstaston was 
probably included in the fee of 2\ knights then held by 
Roger de Montalt. 7

Agnes, who died between 1289 and 1295, had two sons 
and four daughters by Sir Patrick, viz.: David, the heir,

1 V.C.H. Lanes, iii, 132. 
3 Add. MS. 6032, 1 ii.
3 Harl. MS. 2077, f. 34. They had a son Simon, living in 1279; ibid. See 

Ancient D. (P.R.O.),C. 4°39-
4 Hundred Rolls, ii, 61; see Eyton, Shropshire, iii, 171.
5 Placita dti quo Wat. 713.
6 Harl. MS. 2077, f. 34; Tail, Charliil. of St. Wcrburgh's, n. SOg, 871.
7 Red Booh of Exchequer, 184.
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William, Agnes and Anilla, who are not recorded to have 
married, Nicholaa who married John le Norreys, and 
Margery who married Alan le Norreys. 1 A Roger de 
Haselwall, perhaps a nephew, is mentioned between 1287 
and 1308. 2 After Agnes's death Sir Patrick married a 
certain Lucy, who appears to have been widow of (i)- de 
Coroun, and (2) Roger de Stockport; and she survived her 
third husband also. 3 Sir Patrick died in or before October, 
1307, when the usual inquisition was made after his death; 
besides Heswall and a burgage in Chester he held the 
manor of Thurstaston for life of William de Haselwelle [his 
son]. His heir was his son David, aged 50 on the previous 
22 July. 4

The tenure of Thurstaston at the time requires notice. 
In 1298 it was agreed between Sir Patrick de Haselwall, 
knt., and William his son, that the latter should give up to 
his father the manor of Thurstanston, excepting 2 bovates 
of land, a barn and piece of land adjoining it, and a valley 
called Steyncolesdale; which manor William had by his 
father's gift. Sir Patrick was to hold for life, rendering 
William a sor sparrowhawk on St. Margaret's day each 
year; and after his death, the manor would revert to 
William and his heirs, and should Patrick's heirs intrude 
on it they must pay rent at the rate of £40 a year. For 
this gift William received 100 marks.5 Lucy as widow of 
Patrick claimed dower in this manor (except the 2 bovates) 
but William said that Patrick was not in seisin when he 
married her and therefore no dower was due.6 In the end 
Lucy withdrew her claim. 7

1 V.C.H. Lanes. Hi, 133.
2 Chester Plea Roll 3, m. i (1287); 9,111.12(1296); 12 in. id. (1300); 20,111. 

32d (1308).
3 Ibid. 7, in. n, widow of Roger de Stockport, 1293; Dep. Keeper's Rep. 

xxvi, 44, 45, Sir Patrick and Lucy his wife, 1296; Chester Plea R. 8, ra. 4, 5; 
12, m. 2 ; 20 m. 3; 22 in. i, widow of Patrick, 1308; 29, in. 24; and Chester 
Eyre R. 2, n. 68, Lucy de Coroun, 1316-19.

4 Col. Inq. p.m., v. 9. 5 Chester Plea R. 10, ra. 4d.; 12, in. 3. 
u Ibid. 21, in. 32d. ' Ibid. 22, in. 6.
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Long before this, in 1281, Anilla de Haselwell, who was 
one of the daughters of Patrick and Agnes, gave a mes 
suage and bovate of land in Little Caldy to her sister 
Agnes; and in return Patrick de Haselwell and Agnes his 
wife agreed to pay Anilla 205. a year for life from 
6 bovates of land in Thurstaston occupied by 

Richard de Nesse, Ellis Cut, 
Robert Wildebar, Robert de Ledesham, and 
Adam le Corsede, Agnes de Nesse. 

This is the earliest list of Thurstaston farmers we have; 
each seems to have had a bovate of land. 1 Anilla 
daughter of Patrick de Haselwall in 1305 claimed a rent 
from Richard de Praers and others; 2 and a rent of 405. a 
year due to the same Anilla is mentioned in an agreement 
of I3I73 cited below. Her sister Agnes surrendered a 
moiety of the town of Little Caldy to Patrick de Hasel 
well and Agnes his wife (her parents) in 1289,* and it seems 
to have been given at once to another sister Nicholaa, then 
wife of John le Norreys. 5 Agnes and Nicholaa were living 
in 1321.

From later pleas it would appear that William de 
Haselwell, who is not recorded to have married or had any 
children, gave up the manor of Thurstaston to his elder 
brother David, who then gave it to his own daughter 
Cecily on her marriage. By a charter enrolled in January, 
1316-7, William son of Sir Patrick de Haselwelle confirmed 
to Robert de Glasham and Cecily his wife the said manor, 
with all appurtenances, services of free tenants, natives 
and their chattels, etc., for ever. Anilla's rent is reserved 
to her. 6 Robert and Cecily had then been married for 
some years, for on 13 Jan. 1308-9 David de Haselwell

1 Chester Feet of Fines, bdle 1,11.1.
3 Chester Plea R. 17, in. 15.
J Ibid. 30, m. izd.
1 Chester Fines, bdle i, n. 12.
5 Ibid. n. 13; Chester Plea R. 5, in. 4<i., 5.
6 Chester Plea R. 30, in. izd.
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confirmed to Master Robert, the king's carpenter, and 
Cecily, grantor's daughter, houses in Chester next St. 
Martin's church and lands in Little Caldy, and engaged 
to warrant Cecily and her issue. 1 Master Robert de 
Glasham was " engineer " to the earl of Chester 1315-20, 
receiving is. a day; he also had the mill and bridge of 
Dee at farm for £200 a year in 1320. 2 Master Robert was 
living in 1321, 3 but died soon afterwards, for in 1325 
Cecily was wife of William son of Peter de Brichull, 
otherwise called William the clerk. In that year William 
gave the earl £10 for the trespass which Robert and Cecily 
had made in acquiring the manor of Thurstaston without 
the earl's licence, and for licence that William and Cecily 
may alienate the manor. 3

This alienation accordingly took place, by a fine in 
December, 1325, between William son of Peter de Brichull 
and Cecily his wife and John de Sywenson, chaplain the 
fine which is cited over and over again in the long-enduring 
suits concerning the manor. The deed provided that 
William and Cecily should hold the manor for life and that 
it should descend to their issue; in default it should go to 
Richard son of Ralph de Vernon of Shipbrook, William 
brother of Richard, Robert brother of William and Matilda 
sister of Robert, and (in default of issue) to the heirs of 
Ralph de Vernon. (This Ralph was Cecily's uncle, but 
illegitimate, as was his son Richard). John de Calvylegh 
and Margery his wife put in their claim. 4 (As will be seen, 
they were the heirs of Agnes de Haselwell). It is import 
ant to notice this claim, as in Ormerod (ii, 504) the names 
are given as John de Whitmore and Margery his wife, and 
this error has vitiated the pedigrees.

William de Brichull died before November, 1332, when

1 Ibid. 22, m. 4od.
2 Chester Chamberlain's Accts. (Rec. Soc. L. & C.), 86, 8y.
3 Chester Recog. Roll 14, m. 2.
4 The fines of most of the reign of Edward II are missing from the Record 

Office, but there are transcripts in Harl. MS. 2068; see. f. 47, 47d.



38 The Parish of Thurstaston.

his widow Cecily complained that the escheator had taken 
possession of the manor of Thurstaston, of which she was 
enfeoffed jointly with her husband. An inquisition was 
made accordingly, and it was found that Cecily's com 
plaint was justified, the fine of 1325 being alleged. The 
manor was held of the king (as earl) in chief as the third 
part of a knight's fee. 1 In 1336 Cecily daughter of David 
de Haselwell, John Dounvill, Ralph son of David de 
Haselwell and William de Coton acknowledged a debt of 
£200 to Griffith son of John cle Warenn. 2

Cecily married for her third husband John de (or, le) 
Warren of Stretton, near Malpas. A pedigree of the 
family will be found in Watson's Earls of Warren and 
Surrey (i, 215). 3 In 1347 John de Warenne and Cecily 
his wife, for themselves and the heirs of Cecily, claimed in 
the forest of Wyrhale, viz. in the town of Thurstanston, 
to cultivate land where the wood does not grow, but not 
to build upon it; also not to be impleaded of any forest 
offence unless taken in the act; also to dig turves, cut 
heath, fern etc. in their own soil as they please; to keep 
dogs (but not hunting clogs) without expeditation; to 
assart their own soil within the forest, on paying to the 
earl 55. for each acre of heath or moor and | mark for each 
acre of wood, provided that such approvement be war 
ranted by 12 legal men to be without injury to the forest; 
also to be free from feeding all kinds of servants, except 
6 foot foresters (without horse). Also to have " house- 
bold and haybold " in their woods and pannage without 
view of the foresters, and to give and sell the deadwood as 
they please. 4 John de Warren was at the same time 
charged with digging turves on the Falles in Thurstaston.

In 1350 Cecily as widow of William son of Peter de 
Brichill claimed a messuage and bovate of land in Thurs-

1 Cal. Inq. p.m., vii, 348.
2 Chester Plea R. 47, m. 2.
3 See also Chester Plea R. 69, m. 14-15 ; 89, m. 29.
4 Chester Forest R. 4, in. 25^.
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taston against John son of James cle Berneston, on the 
ground that John had entry only by one John de Haselwall 
to whom her late husband had demised it. 1 John de 
Warren and Cecily, for themselves and the heirs of Cecily, 
renewed their claim in 1353 for liberty to assart within the 
town of Thurstaston, although in the forest of Wirral. 2 
Cecily daughter of David de Haselwall, formerly wife of 
John le Warine, released to John Warine of Highlield her 
manor of Stretton. This abstract is dated " at Chester, 
Eastertide 23 Edward III," 3 but the year must be wrong. 
It shows that she outlived her third husband. From 
pleas cited later it appears that they 
alienated the manor to John Done 
and Cecily his wife. 4 Cecily was 
dead before Easter, 1358. 5 Her 
executors John Doune and Ralph 
son of Patrick de Haselwall in May, 
1359, claimed money owing to her 
by Roger de Coghull. 6

As she had no children the fine of 
1325 should then have become effec 
tive and Thurstaston should have VERNON. 
passed to the Vernons of Shipbrook. Or, a fcsse azure. 
But in or before 1354, as stated above, she had alienated 
the manor to the Dones, and on 26 Nov., 1348 Richard 
de Vernon had released to them all his right in the manor 
by this charter: 7

I Richard, son of Sir Ralph de Vernon of Shipbrook, 
kt., have quitclaimed to John son of Richard Doune of 
Crowton and Cecily his wife their heirs etc. all my 
right in the manor of Thurstanston in Wyrhale and in

1 Chester Plea R. 61, in. iS; (>i, in. (>.
2 Harl. MS. 2079, f. 6Sd.
3 Harl. MS. 2119, f. 164.
4 Chester Recog. Rolls, 36, m. 2 ; 42, m. 2.
5 Chester Plea R. 67, m. 12.
6 Chester Plea R. 67, m. ijd.
7 Chester Plea R. 92, in. 32.
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all the natives and their offspring, so that neither I nor 
my heirs can claim anything therein in future. Wit 
nesses: John Donvyll, Robert de Pulle, William de 
Stanlegh, Robert de Berneston, Hamon de Mascy of 
Podynton, John de Capenhurst, Henry de Hoton, Simon 
de Becheton, and Richard the clerk. At Thurstanston 
on Wednesday the morrow of St. Katherine, 22 Edward 
III. One messuage and bovate of land were excepted, 
held by Hugh de Hyde and Agnes his wife.

Thus the manor came into the hands of John Done and 
Cecily his wife; but the transactions were so questionable 
all through that a long series of law suits followed between 
the Whitmores, who claimed by descent, and the Vernons 
and Athertons, who claimed under the fine of 1325. It 
was doubtful whether the alienation by Sir Patrick to his 
younger son William was valid, as it excluded the legal 
heirs, the descendants of the eldest son; and the sales by 
John de Warren and Cecily and by Richard de Vernon 
were limited by this fine to life interests only. It will have 
been noticed that the legal heirs " put in their claims " 
when the fine was made.

THE WHITMORES.
It is now necessary to trace the line of these heirs, the 

descendants of David, eldest son and heir of Sir Patrick 
and his wife Agnes. According to his father's inquisition 
he was born in or before 1257, and he died in 1311 or I3I2,1 
leaving several children by his wife Eustachia de Vernon, 
daughter and heir of Ralph de Vernon: 2 John, eldest son; 
Ralph, who became heir male, but left three daughters as 
coheirs; 3 Patrick, who had issue Hugh and \Villiam (?); 
also the daughter Cecily whose story has been told above. 
In 1292-3 David was one of the parceners of the manor of

1 He was living in 1310 and early in 1311; Chester Plea R. 23, in. 49, 23.
2 For her parentage see Chester Plea R. 70, m. "jd.
3 Chester Plea R. 74, m. 9; they were Elizabeth (who had a daughter 

Katherine), Clemency and Eustachia.
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Alstonfield, Staffs.: 1 probably in right of his wife, as his 
father was living. His eldest son John married Agnes, 
daughter of John de Holt of Wimboldsley, but he 
died in or before 1304, when Agnes as widow gave to 
one John de Cotton land in Wimboldsley which she had 
had from her father. 2 John's heir was a daughter Margaret 
(or Margery), who married John son of Hugh de Calvelegh 
of Calveley, and left a son and heir John. The land in 
Wimboldsley descended with Thurstaston till 1550.

Eustachia the widow of David de Haselwalle in June, 
1312, claimed dower in land in Caldy from John son of 
Hugh de Calvelegh and Margery his wife, and it was 
allowed to her in court. 3 In the following year, in a plea 
concerning the service due to the Montalts from John and 
Margaret for their holding in Caldy, Prenton and Hand- 
bridge (Leigh) by descent from Patrick de Haselwell, it was 
erroneously stated that Margaret was daughter of David 
and granddaughter of Patrick. 4 The correct relationship 
was asserted in 1314, when John and Margaret were 
plaintiffs against Robert de Glasham and Cecily his wife, 
John le Norreys and Nicholaa his wife concerning a tene 
ment in Little Caldy. 5 They afterwards (1320) purchased 
the Norreys fourth part of the manor of Little Caldy.'' 
John de Calvelegh occurs frequently in the Chester plea 
rolls down to 1336,' but he was dead in 1339, when his 
executors, Peter de Calvylegh and David del Lee, were 
defendants to a plea by William de Haselwall. 8 Mar 
garet was living in 1328, 9 but the date of her death is not 
known.

1 Plac. de quo War., 713. It belonged to the barony of Nantwfrh.
2 Harl. MS. 2077, f. 34. See Ormerod iii, 216-7.
3 Chester Plea R. 25, m. igd. 4 Ibid. 26, m. 9.  ' Ibid .27, in. i.
6 Harl. MS. 2068, f. 44d; Chester Plea R. 32, m. igd.
7 Alice widow of Hugh de Calvylegh claimed dower in Calveley against him 

in 1320; Chester Plea R. 32, in. 7. He had brother? Kenwric, David and Peter; 
ibid. 30, m. 4d.

8 Chester Plea R. 50, m. 6.
9 Ibid. 39, m. 2.
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Their son and heir John de Calvelegh had but a brief 
career, for he died in 1343, leaving a daughter Cecily, aged 
z\ years, as heir. 1 The jury found that he had held 

nothing of the earl in chief; the 
manor of Caldy was held of Sir 
Walter de Verdon, lord of Pulford, 
by knight's service, and its yearly 
value was 10 marks. It is singular 
that no mention is made of John's 
wife, but it is possible that she was 
the above-named Cecily, wife of 
John Done, and that she was one of 
the Mascys of Puddington, for 

CALVELEY Hamon le Mascy was guardian of 
Argent, a fesse gules the heiress in or before 1350. 2 That 

between three calves might account for the Bones' acqui- 
passant sable. sition of the manor of Thurstaston 
and their easy surrender of it to the Whitmores, for in 
that case Cecily de Whitmore would be Cecily Done's 
daughter and heir. This, however, is surmise only, the 
elder Cecily's family being nowhere stated in the docu 
ments which have been seen.

The youthful Cecily was by 1349 married to John son of 
William de Whytemor, citizen of Chester, for in that year 
John and Cecily claimed the wardship of Amice daughter 
and heir of William son of William de Prenton, on the 
ground that William had held his land (in Prenton ?) of 
Cecily by knight's service. 3 Then in 1352 they claimed the 
manor of Thurstaston (excepting a messuage and bovate 
of land there) against John Doune and Cecily his wife. 
They stated, and the pedigree was never impugned in the 
lengthy litigation with the Vernons, that a certain Agnes 
was seised of the manor in time of peace in the reign of

1 Chester Inq. p.m., file i; i 7 Eclw. Ill, n. 2.
2 Chester Plea R. 61, m. gd. Some links between Mascy and Whitmore are 

shown on an old pedigree in Harl. MS. 2075, f. 4gd.
3 Chester Plea R. 60, ra. 24.



Vernon and Whitmore. 43

Edward I; her right descended to one David as son and 
heir, from him to John as son and heir, from him to 
Margaret as daughter and heir, from her to John as son 
and heir, and from him to Cecily, as daughter and heir, 
who now claimed in conjunction with her husband. The 
defendants said that Cecily was under age, and therefore 
asked that the argument might stand over. " It being 
proved, by inspection of Cecily's body, that she was under 
age, the matter was adjourned until she should be of age." 1 
She would be under 12 years old. Nothing more seems to 
have been done in this suit, but Cecily de Whitmore's 
title was duly recognised as appears by the later history.

Meanwhile the Vernons had not been idle. In 1351 the 
Black Prince, as earl of Chester, ordered the escheator to 
make enquiry as to the manor of Thurstaston; if he found 
that Cecily de Haselwalle, tenant for life, held it with 
reversion to Ralph, son and heir of Richard de Vernon, 
now under age, he was to deliver it to John de Delves until 
Ralph should attain his majority. 2 Then inquiries were 
ordered as to the way in which John Doun and Cecily his 
wife had come into possession. 3 The Vernons could not 
claim until the death of Cecily widow of John de Warenne, 
but after this event, at Easter, 1358, Ralph son and heir of 
Richard son of Ralph de Vernon claimed the manor 
against the Dones. The defendants replied that Richard 
de Vernon had quitclaimed to them by the deed quoted 
above and that Ralph had lands descending to him from 
his father in Cheshire and Oxfordshire (Clive and Hanwell) 4 
Two years later John de Whitmore and Cecily his wife had 
become defendants in place of the Dones. 5

1 Ibid. 63, m. 13.
2 Black Prince's Chester Register (Exchequer Trcas. of Receipt Misc. Hks. 

279), f. 29d.
3 Ibid. f. 37d., 49 etc.
4 Chester Plea Roll 67, m. 12.
6 Ibid., m. 47. Note that there is an error in Wrottesley's account of the 

matter ("Pedigrees from the Plea Rolls" in Genealogist, M.S., xiii, 100) for there 
is no statement in the plea roll that Cecily wife of John Doune was descended 
from William, younger son of Agnes (de Haselwall).
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The Vernons did not content themselves with a law 
suit, for in 1369 the Whitmores complained that Ralph de 
Vernon, chivaler, Richard his brother, William de Stan- 
legh the forester and John his brother, with many others, 
gentlemen and yeomen, had invaded their tenements 
in Thurstaston. Three of the party, armed with bows and 
arrows, had gone to the manor; finding the door of the 
hall open they entered, and told a woman who was there 
to go and bring the bailiff. When she had gone, they shut 
the door and kept possession. They were found guilty of 
the trespass. 1

The Whitmores carried the war into the enemy's 
country, for in 1366 John de Whytemor the younger and 
Cecily his wife claimed against Ralph de Vernon, chivaler, 
a moiety of the manor of Shipbrook and a sixth part of the 
manor of Nantwich as Cecily's right viz.: daughter and 
heir of John, son and heir of Margaret, daughter and heir 
of John son and heir of Eustachia, daughter and heir of 
Ralph de Vernon. 2 The defendant relied on a grant from 
Eustachia in 1312 to her brother Ralph de Vernon the 
elder, who had settled the succession by fine in 1325. 3 
This suit, like the Thurstaston one, was prosecuted for 
many years. In their defence to the Thurstaston claim 
the defendants gave the same pedigree as they had used 
against the Dones. 4

The descent of the Chester Whitmores has not been 
ascertained beyond the fact that John was son of William. 
William is called son of Robert, 5 who may have been son of 
Adam de Whitmore, 6 There were other bearers of the 
name in the city and county, and though it is probable

1 Chester Plea R. 72, m. 22 ; 73, m. 18^.
2 Chester Plea R. 69, m. 300.
3 Ibid, 70, m. 3<i, 7d.
4 Chester Plea R. 74, m. i.
5 Pedigree in Add. MS. 5529, f. did; also in Leycester's pedigree at Tabley 

House. 
"Harl. MS. 2038, f. 137.
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that they came from Whitmore in Staffordshire, it has not 
been found possible to prove this descent. 1 The families 
used the same arms, as will be seen 
below. Adam de Whitemor occurs 
at Chester in I294 2 and in 1296 
obtained a grant of a messuage in 
Foregate Street from the warden of 
St. John's Hospital outside the 
Northgate, at 5s. yearly rent. 3 
Robert de Whytemor held this mes 
suage in 1316. 4 Robert de Quite- 
mor, probably the same man, had 
been one executor of Robert Ithell WHITMORE. 
in 1303. 5 In 1324 there appear Vert, fretty or. 
in Chester two Roberts. 6 William de Whitmore of 
Chester attested a deed in 1340-1, apparently as a member 
of the council, 7 and acted similarly in later years. He was 
one of the sheriffs of the city in 1345-6. 8 This William had 
two sons named John; but "John the elder" was 
illegitimate. It was "John the younger" who had 
Thurstaston. 9 The other John married Christiana, daugh 
ter of John le Ward and granddaughter and coheir of 
Richard del Shagh, who had property in Middlewich. 10 
John came to a violent end in I375, 11 when Christiana his 
widow is named; 12 he does not seem to have left any 
children.

1 See Chctwynd's Pirehill Hundred (Win. Salt Soc. M.S. xii), 200; Ancestor, 
vii, viii. 

2 Chester Plea R. 6, in. lod, n, nd.
3 Ibid. 29, m. 28rf.
4 Ibid.
5 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd Ser., n. 4681 (citing Harl. MS. 2162, f. 404).
6 Chester Recog. Roll 13, in. id.
7 Harl. MS. 2063, m. 42 ; see also m. 41 d, 49d, 48d.
8 Harl. MS. 2037, £. T]d, 78.
9 Chester Plea R. 73, in. i8d.
10 Ibid. 68, m. 65; 73, m. ±d. 8; 74, in. 22.
11 Ibid. 78, m. 20, 25. 
 Ibid. 78, ra. lod.
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John de Whitmore the younger, who married the heiress 
Cecily in her infancy, had with her part of the manor of 
Caldy, and lands in Calveley and Wimboldsley, and they 
acquired, in the manner described above, the manor of 
Thurstaston. In his own right John had houses and lands 
in the city of Chester, and in Guilden Sutton. 1 In ad 
dition to the great suit with the Vernons, these estates 
brought the Whitmores into the courts. In 1357 John de 
Whitemor proceeded against William le Hermite for 
trespass, probably in Caldy.2 Before 1362 John de 
Whitmore and Cecily had given up to David de Calveley 
lands in Calveley. 3 John took cattle of Richard de 
Coton at Wimboldsley, probably in distraint, and in 1363 
complaint was made. 1 He claimed a debt against Walter 
the Millward of Arrowe in 1366. 5 Two years later he was, 
with many others, impleaded by William de Tranemol 
concerning land in Tranmere, and called Hamon de 
Mascy of Puddington to warrant to him two messuages and 
two bovates of land. 6 A grant of a messuage in Chester, 
made to him in 1367 by Roger Erneys, is recited in the 
note on the Whitmore arms.

The Vernon v. Whitmore suit appears constantly in the 
Chester Plea Rolls, and was several times carried to the 
judges at Westminster on writs of error. 7 One of the 
errors alleged by the defendants was that the fine of 1325 
under which Vernon claimed was quoted as reading habet 
instead of habuit, and that the phrase tenendum de nobis et 
heredibus nostris implied that the existing earl (the Black 
Prince) was meant, whereas he was not in rerum natura 
when the line was levied. This was regarded as fatal in 
1359 and John and Cecily were allowed to retain the

1 Harl.MS. 2061, f. 24; Chester Plea R. 89, m. i^d.
2 Chester Eyre R. 4, m. 26.
3 Harl. MS. 2038, f. 35.
4 Chester Plea R. 68, m. 24.
5 Ibid. 69, in. 6.
6 Ibid. 71, m. 19^,27.
7 Chester Plea R. 67, m. 12; 72, m. 14; 74, m. i.
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John de Whiimoye. 47

manor. Next year plaintiff alleged an error, but was 
unsuccessful. The suit, however, went on with varying 
fortunes.

John de Whitmore was mayor of Chester for four years 
from 1370 till his death on 29 Sept., 1374. He was buried 
in Trinity Church in Chester, and a tomb with a sculp 
tured effigy stood over his grave. Originally the tomb 
was in the Lady Chapel on the south side of the church, 
but evil days came and for many years the effigy lay 
buried in the vault under Dr. W. M. Thackeray's pew in 
the church. 1 At the present time only a broken figure 
remains, which lies upon the floor of the church opposite 
the south door; both it and the slab are broken above the 
ankles; the sword also is broken. The hands are joined 
in prayer, and the head rests upon a cushion; the helm 
appears to have a flat rather than a conical top; the feet 
rest upon a lion couchant, the surcoat and shield are 
fretty. The church however is so dark that an accurate 
description is impossible.

On the wall above the effigy is a tablet bearing the 
arms, Whitmore impaling Haselwall, the chief of the 
latter being depicted as party per pale, with the motto 
" Either for ever," and this inscription beneath:

" Here lies John Whitmo . . he was Mayor of this 
City | 4 years Successively King Edward the 3rd 
Then raigning."

Beneath the above are a skull and crossbones. It is 
much to be regretted that the effigy of this old warrior- 
citizen and mayor should have been so evilly entreated 
and that it now lies broken and neglected. Certainly it is 
little to the credit of local patriotism. The writer under 
stands, however, that the present rector has the matter in 
hand.

It is fortunate that seventeenth century descriptions

1 L. M. Farrall, " Holy Trinity CIi., Chester," in Chester Arch. Soc. Trans 
actions, N.S. xxi, 152.
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exist, though they are not so exact as could de desired. 
Though the effigy is not noticed in Weever's Funeral 
Monuments, Dingley1 gives an illustration with the 
inscription. He shows the effigy resting upon an altar 
tomb enclosed by railings; the figure is in armour, the 
legs uncrossed and resting upon some kind of animal; and 
the head is protected by a conical bascinet resting upon 
(apparently) a tilting helm. A shield is drawn in the 
margin, blasoned: Argent fretty Azure; while a note 
states that William Whitmore of Leighton bore Vert, 
fretty Or. Part of an inscription is given round the edge 
of the slab upon which the figure rests; the full in 
scription, in Lombardic capitals, differing from the 
portion shown in the illustration and otherwise incorrect, 
is added below with the date MCCCCLXXIV a hundred 
years too late: +HIC IACET [DNUS ?] IOHES 2 WHITMOR, . . .
QUI OBIIT iii. OCTOBRIS ANNO DOMINI MCCCCLXXIV CUIUS

AIE ET OIUM FIDELIUM DEFUNCTORUM PROPICIETUR DEUS. 

AMEN.

Harleian MS. 2151, /.n/, 117^, gives the following ac 
count: 

" Holy Trenity church within the citty of Chester, Aiio 1600 & 
1663."

" Under a window in the chappell on the south side [of] the 
chancell is this monum* of a man in Armore with an escochion by 
his side & crosse legged, with this inscription about the edge ot it." 
Beneath the above is a sketch of a figure upon an altar 
tomb, so rude as to convey no information save that the 
shield upon the left arm, which is more carefully drawn, 
is clearly fretty. The whole of the inscription along the 
edge of the slab is given below the sketch:

" Hie: JACET: IOHES: DE WYTHMOR: QUI OBIJT iii KL: 
OCTOB: ANO: D'O: M cccc: LXIIII."

1 History from Marble, by i'nomas Dingley, gent. (Camden Soc. 97, p. 
ccccvi). The book was compiled in the reign of Charles II.

2 IOHES is shown on the sketch of the tomb but DNVS on the inscription below; 
the former is correct, KL' is omitted before October, and the date has a c too 
many.
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The effigy is several times noticed in the Journal of the 
Chester Archaeological Society, and a description with an 
illustration given: 1

" The pointed bascinet with a camail or mail covering for the 
neck and shoulders . . . thighs, arms and legs covered with close- 
fitting plate armour showing the mail beneath at the joints, steel 
gauntlets and sollerets."

A note on the Whitmore arms will be found at the end 
of this chapter.

After John de Whitmore's death, Ralph de Vernon 
continued his suit for Thurstaston against his widow 
Cecily, who was all along the principal defendant. 2 She 
afterwards (before 1386) married one Gilbert Trussell, 3 
and the suit was continued against Gilbert and Cecily in 
1389.* In 1393 John de Whitemore and Edmund his 
brother these were Cecily's sons were pardoned for 
acquiring the manor of Thurstaston, for their lives, from 
Gilbert Trussell and Cecily his wife. 5 Gilbert was mayor 
of Chester in 1391 and I392,6 and entries on the Recog 
nizance Rolls show his connexion with the city. 7 Cecily 
died before 18 April, 1396, when the writ of diem clausit 
extremum for her was issued. 8 Gilbert Trussell died 18 
Oct., 1401. 9 He was illegitimate,10 and though four times 
married left no issue to inherit his acquisitions. His tirst 
wife (1363 on) was Ellen daughter and heir of John son of 
John de Muccleston, lord of Muccleston in Staffordshire, 11

1 " Effigy in Holy Trinity, Chester," by Stephen Williams, N.S. vi, 42.
2 Chester Plea R. 74, m. i (addition of 1376); 80, m. n. John son and heir 

of Robert de Berneston was tenant of the excepted bovate of land in 1377.
3 Ibid. 81, m. 34^; 89, m. nd. 
* Ibid. 92, m. 32.
5 Cal. Patent R. 1391-96, p. 267.
6 Chester Plea R. 95, m. 5.
7 Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxxvi, App. 515.
8 Chester Recog. R. 69, m. 4d.
9 Chester Inq. p.m., file 20, 3 Hen. IV, n. 3.

10 Ibid, file 26, ii Henry IV, n. 5.
11 Wm. Salt Soc. xiii, 27.
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and he appears to have acquired this manor in fee. 1 Next 
he married Cecily de Whitmore, and soon after her death 
he married Lettice2 daughter and coheir of William de 
Wettenhall and widow of William de Praers3 and ap 
parently of Richard de Bromley. 4 Then he married 
Margaret widow of John de Davenport, who survived him 
and died 31 May, 1417. 5

John de Whitmore, as mentioned above, had succeeded 
to Thurstaston in 1393 by a grant from Cecily and her 
second husband. He was mayor of Chester in 1399 and 
again for three years 1412-15. 6 He had the suit about the 
manor revived in 1421 by a writ of error; he is then 
described formally as " John son of John son of William de 
Whitemor, the younger, and Cecily his wife. 7 In 1397-8 
he acquired a messuage in Watergate Street from William 
Bradburn. 8 More important was his acquisition of the 
manor of Muccleston in Staffordshire. By 1382 he had 
married one Margery, probably daughter of Gilbert 
Trussell by his first wife and therefore heiress of Muccles 
ton, though this is nowhere stated directly, and they 
received the manor from the trustees; if Margery should 
die without issue the manor would revert to Gilbert and 
his heirs. 9 It has been stated above that Gilbert had 
secured the manor in fee. Afterwards in 1392-3 John and 
Margery surrendered this manor to Gilbert and Cecily,10 
and (as shown above) received Thurstaston. After 
Cecily's death Gilbert in 1400 gave up his life interest in

1 Ibid, xi, 174; N.S. xii, 267.
a Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxxvi, App. 515 (14 Dec., 1397); xxix, 60.
3 Orrnerod iii, 371.
4 Chester Inq. p.m., file 20, 3 Hen. IV, n. 3.
5 Ibid, file 29, 5 Hen. V, n. 2.
6 Morris, Chester in Plantag. Times, 578.
~ Chester Plea R. 70; m. yd, on a slip stitched on the roll.
8 Harl. MS. 2037, f. 79.
9 Wm. Salt Soc. N.S. xii, 267.
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Muccleston and Thurstaston, for a rent of 46 marks;1 and 
then, as Margery had died without issue, he gave J ohn all his 
right in the former manor and advowson. The deed was 
questioned, but the Whitmores retained this manor for 
some years. 2 John de Whitmore presented to the church 
of Muccleston in 1392 and 1422. 3 In 1396 the Vernon suit 
was adjourned because John and Edmund de Whitemore, 
brothers, the defendants, had accompanied Thomas [de 
Mowbray], earl Marshal, to the defence of Calais and had 
the king's protection on that account. 4 In 1393 John son 
of John de Whytemore had been " living outside the 
county in the company of Sir Hugh de Calvyley the elder," 
perhaps in France, and had made Edmund and others his 
attorneys to act for him. 5 His services were recognised by 
an annuity of zoos, from the revenues of Flintshire in 
1398. 6 Soon afterwards he was made a justice of the 
peace for Wirral. 7 He was serving against the Scots in 
1400, being in command of 12 archers. 8 In 1405 John son 
of John de Whitemore had protection on going to Ireland in 
the king's service in the retinue of Thomas de Lancaster, 
lieutenant of Ireland. 9

In 1402 the earl's officials reported to the mayor and 
sheriffs of Chester that, in obedience to orders, they had 
taken possession of the goods of Gilbert Trussell deceased 
on account of a debt due to the earl; and had given the 
same for safe custody to John de Whitemore and had locked 
and sealed the doors of Gilbert's houses. John, however, 
complained that he was thus prevented from having the

1 Ibid.
z Ibid, xvii, 100.
3 Ibid. M.S. xii, 265.
4 Chester Plea R. 100, m. z, $d.
5 Chester Recog. R. 65, m. 5.
6 Ibid. 71, m. 32.
7 R. Stewart-Brown, Wapentake of Wirral, 47.
8 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd Ser., n. 4302.
9 De Keeper's Report xxix, 65.
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use of these houses, which were part of his inheritance; 
also that the goods so taken were as to the greater part his 
own belongings, and as to another part had belonged to 
Cecily Done whose executor he was. Gilbert had had 
them for safe-keeping. Inquiry was ordered; only 
Gilbert's own goods were to be detained. 1 This is the 
last reference to Cecily Done.

After Margery's death John married an Alice, whose 
surname does not appear. She was joined with him 
in the defence when in 1420 and later, Sir William de 

Atherton kt., as son of Agnes 
daughter of Sir Ralph de Vernon, 
chivaler, renewed the Vernon claim 
to the manor of Thurstaston. 2 The 
plea took the same course as before 
and seems to have been settled at 
last by the marriage of Sir William's 
daughter Elizabeth with John's 
grandson William Whitmore. In 
1422 there were suits as to a tene- 

ATHERTON. ment in Guilden Sutton (Sutton by 
Guies, three spanowhawks Hoole) in which the defendants were
argent with bells and jesses -, . - TTT, . ; . . ,. , .
or . John de Whitmore and Alice his 
wife, William son of John de Whitmore and John de 
Craven. 3 Ultimately there was a verdict for defendants. 4 
About the same time Alice widow of John Glayve estab 
lished her right to dower in the manor of Prenton against 
John Whitmore, who was guardian of the heir. 5 This 
shows that the feudal rights over Prenton were still 
enforced.

For his third wife John de Whitmore married Elizabeth

1 Chester Recog. R. 75, m. 8.
-Chester Plea R. 124, m. 10; 126, m. 6, 14.
3 Ibid. 126, m. gd. isd. See also 125, m. 35, 40^; 126, m. i, 6, gj.
1 Ibid. 127, m. 25</.
6 Ibid. 127, in. 23d; 128, m. 27.
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daughter of Sir Piers de Malbanke and widow of Sir 
Richard Vernon.1 As widow she 
had Picton, and in 1427 Thomas de 
Inde complained that John de Whit- 
more of Thurstaston, esq., William 
his son (of Caldy), George another 
son (of Thurstaston), gentlemen, 
John de Weryngton and John 
Molyneux of Thurstaston, yeoman, 
John Wodelok, parson of Mocleston, 
described as "of Thurstaston," and 
several others had trespassed on his
. , -p.. ,,  .5 ,. , MALBANKE.
land at Picton. Whitmore replied . . , .. .r Argent, fretty gules, cm a 
that he held this manor in right canton azure a cross patt6e.

of Elizabeth his wife, and that plaintiff was a villein 
there. Inde said he was free, and the jury gave a verdict 
for him, John de Whitmore being amerced in 4 marks as 
damages. 2 At the same time John de Whitmore and 
Elizabeth his wife complained of trespass at Picton by Sir 
John Savage of Adlington. 3

John de Whitmore died on 24 March 1437-8, and the 
usual inquisitions were made, one for the city and the 
other for the county, as follows: 4
(i) Inquisition before Richard Mascy, mayor of Chester, on the 

Wednesday before St. Dunstan [14 May, 1438], 
It was found that John de Whitmore held 15 messuages and 

gardens and one cellar in Chester in socage; clear annual value 
135. 4d. Also 133. 4d. rent from a messuage in Goselone (John 
Herford, tenant), gs. rent from another messuage in Goselone 
(John Dedwod tenant), 6s. from a messuage in Estgatestrete (John 
Launcelyn, tenant). His next heir was William son of William 
son of the said John de Whitmore, aged 21 years and more at his 
grandfather's death. J ohn died on the Sunday before the Annun 
ciation last [24 March, 1437-8].

1 Ormerod, iii, 253.
2 Chester Plea R. 132, m. i, 14.
3 Ibid. m. 21, 26d, etc. There are other Whitmore cases on the same roll; 

m. 2orf, 26rf, 30.
4 Chester Inq. p.m., file 39, 16 Hen. VI, n, 10, 13.
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(2.) Inquisition before John de Legh of Rigge, escheator, at
Macclesfeld, on Monday before the Finding of Holy Cross [28
April, 1438].
John de Whitmore held the manor of Thurstanston of the king 

by knight's service; clear annual value 10 marks. Also 10 mes 
suages, 2 tofts, loo ac. land, 20 ac. meadow, 100 ac. pasture and 
6 fisheries in Calday, held of William de Stanley as of his manor of 
Hoton in socage; value 10 marks. Also 2 messuages, 40 ac. land 
and 20 ac. pasture in Gilden Sutton, held of Thomas de Bruyne of 
Stapulforde in socage; value 6os. Also a messuage and 6 ac. 
land in Tranemore, tenure unknown; value 55.

Date of death and heir as above.

A writ ordering further inquiry into Chester tenements 
was issued on 14 August, 16 Henry VI [1438]; and at an 
inquisition made on the same day (Thursday before the 
Assumption), it was found that John de Whitmore also held 
IDS. rent from a messuage in Northgatestrete (Richard de 
Weston, tenant), which was not mentioned in the former 
inquisition. 1

Elizabeth the widow had dower assigned to her in 
accordance with a writ dated i April, 1438. The docu 
ment,2 as follows, gives the names of several tenants in 
Thurstaston:

Assignment accordingly of 3 messuages and 3 bovates of land 
in Kalday, paying i-2il. rent to William de Whitmore; also a 
messuage and bovate of land in Thurstaston (Henry Wyle, tenant), 
another messuage and i \ bovate of land there (George Smyth, 
tenant), a burnt messuage and bovate of land and a cottage and 
J bovate there (Thomas Jevan, tenant); also 25. rent from a 
close in Calday called Calday Hey, provided this close was not in 
cluded in the feoffment made by the said John de Whitmore 
to his son William and wife.

Two inquisitions were made after Elizabeth's death in
I445- 3

(i) At an inquisition made at Nantwich before John de Legh, 
escheator, on the Saturday before All Saints, 24 Henry VI [30 Oct., 
1445], the jury stated that Elizabeth who was wife of John de 
Whytmore held in dower of the inheritance of William de 
Whitmore, cousin and heir of John (viz.: son of William son of the 
said John), by assignment of the escheator, a messuage and bovate

1 Ibid. n. ii. 2 Chester Inq. p.m., file 39; 16 Hen. VI, n. 12. 
3 Ibid, file 42; 24 Hen. VI.
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of land in Calday (tenant Henry do Veere) another messuage and 
bovate there (tenant Robert Page), another messuage and hah: 
bovate (tenant Robert Coke), half a bovate there (tenant Thomas 
Curteys), held of William de Stanley as of his manor of Hoton in 
socage; also a messuage and one bovate of land in Thurstaston 
(tenant Henry Gyle), another messuage and bovate and a half 
there (tenant Gregory Smyth), another messuage and bovate there 
(tenant Henry de Welyngton), another messuage and bovate there 
(Thomas Jevan lately tenant), a cottage and half a bovate there 
(same tenant); all held of the king as earl of Chester by knight's 
service. She died on the Thursday before St. Luke last [14 Oct.] 
and Joan wife of Robert Fouleshurst is her cousin and next heir, 
viz. daughter of Richard son of the said Elizabeth, and is aged 26 
and more. All the tenements named should revert to the above- 
named William de Whitmore, who is over 28 years of age.

(2) An inquisition, made at Chester before Nicholas Danyell, 
mayor, on 13 Dec., 1445, found that Elizabeth held 2 messuages 
and gardens in Trynite lane in Chester, a messuage and garden in 
Watergatestrete, a cottage in Goselane, 6s. 8d. rent from a tene 
ment in Northegatestrete, 135. ^d. from a messuage (empty) in 
Gose lane; all of the inheritance of the above William de Whit- 
more, who is 26 years of age and more. Elizabeth's heir as above.

Date of death given as 21 Oct.

Of William Whitmore, the eldest son of John, nothing is 
known but what is recorded above. He is said to have 
married Joan daughter of Ralph 
Davenport of Davenport. 1 William 
was living in 1430, 2 but died soon 
afterwards, lor in 9 Henry VI John 
son of Ralph de Davenport gave to 
Joan widow of William Whitmore 
the manor of Thurstaston, which 
he and William Whitmore had had 
by grant of John Whitmore. 3

The pleas and inquisitions recited 
above show that William lived at 
Little Caldy and left a son and heir . . , , ..J Argent, a chevron between 
William, who Was born about 1416. three cross crosslets fitche

Of John's other son George no more sable -
1 Cheshire Visit. 1580 (Harl. Soc.), 247.
2 He was defendant in 1430; Chester Plea R. 134, m. zid, 24d.
3 Dodsworth MSS. xxxi, f. 43v., from the evidences of Davenport of Daveu- 

port.

DAVKNPOKT.
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is known. A daughter Elizabeth is said to have married 
Richard son of Edward de Wever.1

William the heir had livery of his grandfather's lands 
in August 1438. 2 In 1440 William son of William Whitte- 
more, of Thurstaston, had letters of protection on the 
ground that he was serving the king in France; but these 
were cancelled because it was found that he was actually 
living in Worcestershire. 3 Grants by him in 1443 and 1446 
are in the Public Record Office. 4 There are also numerous 
references to him in the Chester Recognizance Rolls. 5 He 
surrendered Muccleston in Staffordshire in 1443-4 to 
William Morgan, who had laid claim to it in the courts; 
probably this was a sale. 6 He was mayor of Chester in 
1450-51 and again in 1473-74. 7 In the former term Robert 
Goldsmyth of Chester and others were brought before 
him charged with lying in wait for one Thomas Whitmore, 
whom they attacked and wounded with a pole-axe so that 
he died at Chester on 9 Aug., 1451. 8 It is not known who 
this Thomas was. William's marriage to Elizabeth Atherton 
had been mentioned above; it took place " in pursuance of 
a covenant dated i Aug., 10 Henry V [1422], previous to 
the birth of the said Elizabeth." 9 He left a widow 
Marian who had disputes with his sons John and William.10 

William Whitmore died 5 August, 1484, as appears by the 
writ of livery to his son John. He held the manor of

1 Ormerod ii, 209; marriage covenant 1417; 37th Report Deputy Keeper, 
789.

2 Chester Inq. p.m., file 39; 16 Henry VI, n. 13.
3 Cal. Patent R. 1436-41, pp. 406, 474.
* Ancient D, (P.R.O.), 03671; A6754 (and 64133).
5 Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxxvii.
6 Chetwynd's Pirehill (Wm. Salt. Soc.), 265, 268. 
7 Harl. MS. 2149, f. 34.
8 Chester Indictment R. 14, m. 7d.
9 Ormerod, ii, 508.

10 Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxxvii, app. 792-3.
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Thurstaston in chief by the sixth part of a knight's fee; 
its clear annual value was 10 marks. 
John, the son and heir, was over 30 
years of age.1 The writ of livery is 
dated 12 Sept., 1484. John married 
Cecily daughter of Thomas Poole of 
Netherpoole, and died on 6 Nov., 
1496, leaving a son and heir John, 
aged 18 on the following 26 Decem 
ber. He had held the manor of 
Thurstaston by the sixth part of a 
knight's fee; also messuage and land 
in Tranmere, tenure unknown. 2 . POOLE.

' . A?.ure, a hon rampant 
The SOn proved hlS age on II argent within an orie of

Jan., 1503-4. Thomas Pull, esq., fleurs-de-iis or. 

Thomas Fouleshurst, John Minshull and Arthur Bulkeley, 
each over 40 years of age, said that John Whit- 
more was 21 years of age on the feast of St. John the 
Evangelist last (27 Dec., 1503). They were in the 
company of John Glayve of Prenton when the father asked 
him to be godfather to his son. John Assheley, esq. and 
others testified that they were present in Bidston church 
when John was baptized there; some of them carried the 
ewer, basin and towel for the godparents. 3 Livery of the 
lands was accordingly made. 4 On 22 July, 1513, John 
Whitmore of Thurstaston and many others received a 
general pardon. 5 He married (i) Alice daughter of Adam 
Birkenhead of Huxley6 and (2) Elizabeth daughter of 
William Wilbraham of Woodhey, but had no children. 
By an indenture of 20 July, 1523, John Whitmore gave to 
Sir Ralph Eggerton and other trustees various messuages

1 Chester Recognizance R. 157, m. 4.
" Chester Inq. p.m., file 54; 12 Hen. VII, n. 5. Cecily was the widow in 1497; 

Chester Warrant Book (P.R.O.).
3 Ibid, file 56, 19 Hen. VII, n. 7.
4 Chester Recognizance R. 174, m. 2.
5 Letters and Papers, Henry VIII, i ( new ed.), n. 2137 (23).
6 Ormerod iii, 368.
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and lands in Caldy, Guilden Sutton and Wimbaldsley, the 
tenant's names being given, to the use of Elizabeth 
daughter of William Wilbram of Woodhey, for her life in 
satisfaction for her jointure.1 In 1541 and again in 1545

BIKKENHEAD. 
Sable, three garbs argent, 

a bordure engrailed of the 
second.

WILBRAHAM. 
Azure, two bars argent, 
on a canton sable a 
wolf's head erased of the 
first.

John Whitmore was taxed for his lands at £30 for the 
subsidies. 2 In 1550 William Mynshull acquired from 
John de Whitmore, esq., and Elizabeth his wife a mes 

suage and land in Wimboldsley. 3 
Elizabeth is mentioned in the will 
of her brother Thomas Wilbraham 
(1555-6) as "my sister Whitmore," 
and in that of her brother Richard 
(1558) as "sister Elizabeth Whit 
more, widow." In 1560 Elizabeth 
Whytmore, apparently John's 
widow, contributed to the subsidy 
for kinds in Saughall Massie. 4 

John Whitmore died on 30 Sept., 
and the inquisition taken 

gives an account

HURLESTON. 
Argent, a cross of four 

erminespots sable, the heads 1553, 
meeting in the centre point. SQon ' afterwards5

1 Chester Plea R. 225, m. i4d; recovery on m. 14.
2 Chester Subsidy Rolls 85/10, 85/18. 3 Chester Feet of Fines, bdle. 44. 
4 Cheshire Subsidy Roll 85/83. 5 Chester Inq. p.m., file 71; i Mary, n. 9.
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of the estates and much information as to the kindred. 
Thomas Whitmore, his brother, was described as " lately 
deceased" in 1545-6j 1 he married, as appears from the 
inquisitions, Katharine daughter of James Hurleston of 
Chester, who afterwards married Ralph Bostock. She is 
called " my sister Katherine Bostocke " in John's will.

Inquisition taken at Chester in the Hall of Pleas 21 Oct., 
i Mary [1553].

John Whytmore was seised of the manor of Thurstaston and 
lands etc. there, and of 24 messuages, windmill, 400 ac. land etc. in 
Caulday in the hundred of Wyrrihall and of a messuage, 20 ac. 
laud etc. in Trammoll, and of two messuages, 400 ac. land etc. in 
Gelden Button; and so seised, on 12 July, 26 Henry VIII [1534] he 
granted to Roger son and heir apparent of James Hurleton of 
Chester, gent., Fulk Button, draper, John son and heir apparent of 
Edward Mynshull, esq., and William Mynshull, gent., the mes 
suages and land in Tranmoll, and a rent of 135. j,d. from the lands 
in Cauldey, to the use of Thomas Whytmore his brother and 
Katherine his wife daughter of the said James Hurleton, for their 
lives. Thomas is dead but Katherine is still living at Barrowe. 
(The indenture is recited in full; it mentions also various tene 
ments in Forgate Strete and Watergate Strete and the Black 
Halle in Brygge Strete in Chester tenants' names given). The 
reversion was to grantor and his heirs. John Whytmore also on 
6 April, 6 Edward VI [1552] gave to William Hokenhull of Prenton, 
gent., Ralph Bostok of Barrowe, gent., William Beniiet of Carnes- 
dale2 and John Anyon, chaplain, 5 messuages, 200 ac. land, etc. in 
Thurstaston (William Whitmore being named among the tenants), 
for the use of himself for life and then for the use of William 
Whytmore, younger son of his brother Thomas, for life; this 
William is still living. (The indenture is recited in full). The 
reversion was to John son and heir of the said Thomas Whytmore, 
and his male issue; in default to the said William and male issue; 
in default to the heirs of grantor. Ralph Eggerton and others had 
on i Dec., 15 Henry VIII [1523] recovered at Chester Court against 
the said John Whytmore 13 messuages etc. in Caldey, Gylden 
Button and Wymbaldesley, to the use of Elizabeth daughter of 
William Wilberham, at that time wife of the said John, for her life 
in satisfaction for her dower; with reversion to John and his heirs.

' Cheshire Subsidy Roll, 85/18.
2 He was husband of Grace Whitmore; Trans. Hist. Soc. xxxviii, 62.
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By indenture of 4 Dec., 1523 (recited in full, in English) between 
(i) William Wilbram of Wodhey, esq., and (2) John Whytmore, 
esq., in fulfilment of a covenant between them dated 20 July, 1523, 
the purpose of the recovery is declared, and the names of the 
tenants of the lands assigned are given. John and Elizabeth 
afterwards sold land in Wimbalsley to William Mynshull, gent., 
3 other messuages in Little Caldey being (by deed of 3 May, 1544) 
assigned to Elizabeth in compensation, for her life. (The deed is 
recited in full, Thomas Wilbram and others were the trustees.) 
Further John Whytmore ot " Thrustanton," esq., in completion of 
an indenture of 22 April, 2 Edward VI [i^S] between himself and 
Roland Stanley of Hoton, William Tatton and Grace his wife 
(mother of the said Roland) granted to Arthur Glegge and others 
tenements and rent in Little Caldey, Thurstanton and Gylden 
Sutton (tenants' names given). This deed also is recited in full; 
dated i Sept., 1548. John Whytmore died seised of the residue of 
his manors, lands etc. on 30 Sept. last [1553]. The manor of 
Thurstaston and lands there are held of the queen in chief by the 
sixth part of a knight's fee; annual value £ig 45. lod. The 
messuages etc. in Caldey are worth £20 18s. qd. ; tenure not known. 
The messuage and land in Tranmoll are worth 85.; tenure unknown. 
The messuages and lands in Gelden Sutton are worth ^4 35. ^d.; 
tenure unknown. John Whytmore, son of the late Thomas 
Whytmore brother of John Whytmore, esq., is cousin and next 
heir; and is now aged 14 years 2 months and more.

The following is John Whitmore's will : 1

Jhon Whitmore of Thurstinton, countie Chester, esquire, 18 
September, 1553. 1 will that my bodie shalbe buryed in the 
chaunsell of Westkirbye nereunto the tomes or graves of my 
auncesters there . . . Also where I have geven and assured all 
those my severall leases and Interest of the tythe corne of Rabie 
and in a f arme at Irbye which Henry Tottie now occupieth, to my 
cosine|William Hocknell of Prenton to the use of me for terme of 
lif, and after my decease to the use of John Whitmore my cosen 
and heire apparante durying his naturall lit, and after his decease 
to the use of William Whitmore his yonger brother duryng his lif, 
I will that my cosins have, hold and Injoye the occupacions of the 
severall farmes accordingly. Also I will all my Interest and 
terme of yeares yet to com in a close in Yrbie called the Grayte 
Hey, which I have of William Lee for ix yeres yet to come, unto

1 Printed in Rec. Soc. Lanes, and Ches. xxx, 177.
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my cosin William Bennyt. Also I do remyte unto Sir John Anian 
x1 ' parcel of xx1 ' which he douth ough unto me and the other 
x" residue 1 will unto his brother and my cosin Ric. Annian. 
Also I will that my executors paye unto my sister Katherin 
Bostocke vi" xiijs iiijd Also where Rondull Stanley esquire is 
indetted unto me cxix11 1 give fortie poundes, parcell thereof, 
unto my wif; and I will lix1 ', one other parcell of the said cxix11 , 
and also viii" owyng unto me by William Moston, sone and heire 
of Thomas Moston esquire, to my said cosin and heire John 
Whitmore, to be delivered unto him at xxj; and if he do departe 
afore that age 1 will that William Whitmore shall have the severall 
somes of lix1 ' and viij" at his age of xxj. 1 geve unto the said Will. 
Whitmore xx", one other parcell of the said cxix". Also 1 remyte 
unto William Annyan x" of that he doth oweghe unto me and unto 
John Waston viu of his dette and unto Henry Stanton xxijs of his 
dette and unto John Braband half of the debte he oughith me and 
unto Roger Pigote half of his dette and unto Ric. Androes all his dette 
and unto Thomas Brid x" of his dette and unto William Curteyse 
thelder all his dette and unto William Whitmore all his dette, 
saving mydsomer rente laste due. Also I geve unto Ric. Annyan 
iij 1 ' which Henry Stainton doth owe unto me. Also I foregive 
unto John Anderowe xls of dette and unto Henry Tramene [?] 
xiij8 iiij d of that he ougheth unto me and unto John Diall vis viij d 
of his dette. Also I geve unto William Gregorie all his dette 
towards the marriage of his doughter. Also I geve to Richard 
Moneley of his dette iij s iiijd . Also I remyt to William Gobbyn all 
his dette and to Hamlet Rummer all his dette, excepte his last rent 
due at mydsomer last. Also I geve to my cosin Henry Whitmore 
one cowe and to Henry Stephen my servante on Cowe and to 
Blesse Wilbram a calf and to Davy Edward a yeryng calf and to 
Blesse Andrew a calf. Also I geve to Nicholas Moneley of his 
dett ij s . Also I geve to the church of Westkirby xxs . Also 1 
will the churche wardens of Thurstanton have the occupacion of 
my chalice of silver parcell gilte andasute of vestmentes. I will 
that my said cosin and heire John Whitmore and his brother 
William have all such goodes and cattels as were their father's 
Thomas Whitmore; and I will to my cosin John Whitmore the 
best bedd and the best of every other kynd or maner of my goodes 
and houshold stuf within my house at Thourstanton &c., &c. in the 
name of heirelomes. I will that my said cosin John Whitmore 
shall have my plate, that is to saye ij gobletes with a cover of 
silver, tene silver spones, one salte of silver with a cover parcell 
gilte. Also I do geve to William Whitmore my silver pece and
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unto Sir John Annyan v spones which I had in gage of his mother. 
Also I give to my said wif vj silver spones and one salte of sillver 
parcel! gilte. Also I will to my brother-in-law Rauffe Bostocke 
tow of my fate beysse and to William Annyon of Geldyn Sutton a 
cowe; and will that all the rest and residue of my householdstuf, 
corne and cattellbeto my said wif andcosins John Whitmore and 
his brother William betwixte them. Executors: Ric. Wilbrome, 
Rauf Worsley, esquires; William Hocknell of Prenton, Roger 
Hurlton, William Benny t and Sir John Any an and Sir Thomas 
Sharpe, clarkes. JOHN WHITMORE.

Witnesses: Ric. Annian, Rauf Bostocke and Henry Stevin, 
John Whitmore Ric. Harpur and others.

Proved (?) on i May, 1554.

John Whitmore, son of Thomas and nephew of the last 
John, thus succeeded to Thurstaston. His brother 

William, who gave his age as 37 in 
I579,1 married Alice daughter and 
heir of William Hough of Leighton, 
and dying in 1620 left a son William 
to inherit ; this William had three 
daughters as coheirs. A pedigree 
of the Whitmores of Leighton was 
recorded in 1613. 2 In 1570 John 
Whitmore granted to trustees  
William Whitmore, Hugh Bromeley 
and Richard Whitmore his manor

Argent, a bend sable. of Thurstaston, With IOO messuages,

lands and rents in Thurstaston, Little Caldy, Guilden 
Sutton and Tranmere. 3 He recorded a pedigree in 1580, 
his wife being Katherine daughter of William Stanley of 
Hooton, and one child, a daughter Elizabeth, was 
recorded. 4

Here a difficulty comes in. Ormerod (ii, 508) divides 
this John into two, making his second part son of the first; 
and gives to John I, two wives, the above Katherine (with

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., n. 4670.
2 Harl. Soc. lix, 254.
3 Chester 1-eet of Fines, 31763.
4 Harl. Soc. xviii, 246.
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two daughters Elizabeth and Margery) and one Margaret 
daughter of    More, gent., of whom nothing is known, 
but who had sons (John and Thomas) and daughters 
(Katherine wife of Bostock and another who married 
Richard Burches, rector of Thurstaston). Then John II 
had a wife Ellen daughter of Richard Done of Flaxyards, 
who bore him a son and heir John. The pedigree in 
Harl. MS. 2119 (f. no), which is praised by Ormerod but 
not followed at this point, has only the one John at the 
time, and gives him three wives: (i) the said Katherine

DONE.

Azure, two bars argent, 
over all on a bend gules 
three arrows of the second.

STANLEY.

Argent, on a bend azure 
three bucks' heads cabossed 
or.

sister of Sir Rowland Stanley, with a daughter Elizabeth; 
(2) Elianor sister to Sir Ralph Done, with a son John, and 
daughters Elizabeth (wife of John Jenyson of London) 
and Margery (wife of    Elmore of Ireland); and (3) 
Jane, daughter of William Primerose of Chester, who had 
a son Thomas and two daughters (unnamed), the wives 
respectively of Richard Burches, rector of Thurstaston 
and George Bostock of Churton (s.p.). There seems also 
to have been another daughter, Grace. This latter 
account is to be preferred. It agrees with the Visitations 
of 1580 and 1613 as to the first marriage, which indeed is 
implied in the indenture of 1548 recorded in the father's 
inquisition post mortem given above. It also agrees
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with the facts that an Elianor was wife of John Whitmore 
in 1581 (about which time his son John was probably born) 
and that a Jane was his wife in 1604 and 1608 and his 
widow, still living in 1646. The daughters of the second 
marriage are, however, doubtful.

In 1578 " John Whitmore, Esquier " was set down as 
the only freeholder in the parish, and as liable to provide 
for the defence of the realm " one Light horse, one Cors- 
lette or Allmaine Ryvette, or instead thereof one Brig- 
andine and one Calyver, furnished." 1 He adhered re 
solutely to the old religion, and in 1577 his lands were 
valued among those of other recusants, as being worth £60 
a year, with a great part of them in demesne. 2 An entry 
in the transcripts of the Thurstaston registers at Chester, 
under date 1581, records that " Master John Wythmore 
and Elener his wife do not cum to the churche nor receive " 
[the sacrament]. In 1592-3 William Grafton owed at the 
Exchequer £15 75. 10^. for a year's rents in Thurstaston, 
parcel of the lands of John Whitmore, esq., a recusant; 
also arrears of £61 us. /\d. 3 John Whitmore, late of 
Chester Castle, owed £260 the annual fine for religion; 
obviously he had been imprisoned,4 and part of his 
sequestrated lands granted for the time to Grafton. 5

In spite of his troubles he appears to have lived to a 
great age. In 1608 John Eccles the younger acquired 
from John Whytmore, esq., Jane his wife, and John 
Whytmore, his son and heir apparent, a messuage and 
lands in Tranmere. 6 It would appear from the following 
depositions,7 taken on 5 Oct., 1620, that he died about the 
end of 1617. The testimonies regard his last will (which 
has not been preserved):

1 Record Soc. Larics. & dies., xliii, 30.
''Miscellanea (Cath. Rec. Soc. xii), 68.
3 Recusant Roll (Cath. Rec. Soc. xviii), 20.
*IUd., 25.
5 Exchequer Depos. (Rec. Soc. Lanes. & dies.), in.
'Chester Feet of Fir.es, 31/126; 6 Janes I.
7 At the Diocesan Registry, Chester.
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Johannes Tottie, sen., parish of Overchurch, aged 60, who had 
known the testator for 20 years before his death, testifies that 
betwixte niidsoin and Michaelmas was three yeares, to this 
Deponent's now remembrance of the time, he was preserite when 
that his conteste John Anglizer red the will exhibited unto the 
deceadent distinctely and plainely . . . and the deceadent sayd itt 
lyked him well, and thereupon sealed the same and putt his hande 
thereunto and acknowledged the saide will for his laste will and 
testament ; and desired this deponent and the reste of the witnesses 
then presente to beare wytnes . . . The deceadent told deponent 
that he had made some former act which was prejudicall to his 
house and therefore was willinge to make his will . . .

John Anglizer, parish of Eastham, aged 42 ... the deceadent 
told this deponent that he had been longe sicke, and in his sicknes 
founde his sonne Mr. John Whitemore verie kinde unto him, and 
therefore he sayd he was willinge to doe him anie good he could 
eyther by makeinge a newe will or release . . . the deceadent . . . 
named and appoynted his sayd sonne Executour of his will . . .

Thomas Rathborne, parish of West Kirkby, aged 36 years, was 
the other deponent.

He was succeeded by his son John, who married about 
1604 Lucy daughter of Thomas Roper of Eltham in Kent, 
and therefore great-granddaughter 
of Sir Thomas More.1 In 1604 John 
Whitmore, esq., and Jane his wife 
surrendered to William Rooper, kt., 
and Francis Rooper, esq., brothers 
of Lucy, the manors of Thurstaston 
and Caldy, with lands there and in 
Guilden Sutton. 2 This would be in 
view of the son's marriage. The will 
of Lucy widow of Thomas Rooper, 
dated 6 May, i6o6,3 bequeaths " to 
my daughter Whitmore one bed- 
steedle with a feather bedd, bowlster,

i ,, i i_i i j , icoverlett and blanckettes, and a

f

Per fes * azure' and or a 
P^6 countercharged three
bucks' heads erased of the
second. 

canapie of greene wadnall thereunto; and likewise my
1 Pedigree in Add. MS. 34812. 
'^ Chester Feet of Fines, 31/114, : 
3 P.C.C., 8 Windebanck.

James I.
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damaske gowne and my kyrtle of damaske." Sir 
William Rooper of Eltham, kt., in 1628 bequeathed " to 
my brother and sister Whittmore, two blacks." 1 In 1610 
John Whitmore the younger, gent, (not yet " esq."), and 
Lucy his wife gave to trustees, including William Whit- 
more the younger, five messuages and lands in Thurstaston 
then held by William Whitmore the elder in trust for John 
and Lucy. 2 

The " Wirral Hare" came tripping by in 1615: 3
To Wytemore of Thurstinton she is gon; 
He keepes a hore and kyld a man.

It is difficult to know how much credence to give to this 
piece of scandal. It can scarcely refer to old John 
Whitmore, who was quite 75 years old; so that it may 
concern the younger John. The subsidy of 1626 was at 
the rate of 45. in the pound on lands and 2s. 8d. or personal 
estate (aliens and Popish recusants double), and all aliens 
and Popish recusants not otherwise included were to pay 
8d. a head, if 17 years old or more. At Thurstaston* 
John Whittmore, esq., paid on his lands (£4 value), i6s., 
and Symon Warton on goods (£5), 135. 4^.; while the 
recusants paying 8d. each included Lucy, wife of John 
Whitmore, esq., Valentine his son and Dorothy his 
daughter, also Mrs. Jane Whittmore of Caldy, widow, and 
Grace Whittmore her daughter. Besides these appear 
the Whittinores of Leighton and Mrs. Katherine Whitt 
more of Grange, widow. In 1631 John Whitmore of 
Thurstaston, gent., paid £15 on refusing knighthood. 5 
John Whitmore, esq., Lucy his wife, and Valentine 
Whitmore, gent., his son and heir apparent, joined in the 
sale of land in Guilden Sutton to Richard Ashton, esq. 6

1 P.C.C., 105 Barrington.
~ Chester Feet of Fines, 31/126, 8 James I.
3 Wirral N &Q.,'\\, 19.
4 Chester Subsidy Roll 85/124.
5 Compositions (Rec. Soc. Lanes. & Ches. xii), 204.
6 Chester Feet of Fines, 31/175; n Chas. I.
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Thus all outside lands had been disposed of, Thurstaston 
and Little Caldy remaining. At the same time, the three 
joined in giving the manors of Thurstaston and Caldy to 
John Poole, esq., and Francis Roper, esq., as trustees.1 
Dorothy, the daughter above mentioned, was in 1638 
contracted to marry Richard Ashton of Croston, esq.; her 
marriage portion was £1000. 2 The pedigrees add three 
other daughters Elizabeth (married Jenyson), Margaret 
(married Elmore) and Anne; but these perhaps belong to 
John's father (p. 63). In 1641 John Whitmore, esq. (285.) 
and Ellen Whitmore (is. 4^.), as recusants, appeared in 
the subsidy roll. 3 Ellen is probably John's " third wife," 
whose burial in 1650 is recorded in the church (see p. 106). 
The time and place of John's death are not known, but 
he probably died in 1640, for i n September of that year 
Valentine Whitmore appeared alone in a fine concerning 
the manors. 4

Valentine Whitmore was involved in the Civil War, 
taking arms for the king, and engaged in the defence of 
Chester. His estates were sequestrated, and in his 
petition (April, 1646) 5 asking to be allowed to compound, 
he stated that: About six months before Chester 
surrendered he became captain of a foot company in the 
city and continued in command till the place was delivered 
up to the Parliament's forces. He had never since borne 
arms but had lived quietly in the Parliament's quarters. 
He gave the following particulars of his estate:

I am seised of the manor of Thurstaston with lands and tene 
ments belonging; of the clear yearly value of ^80, before these 
troubles. Also of a windmill in Caldee; value £10. Also of 
certain dry rents in Chester; £-2 los. I crave to be allowed £20 
per annum paid to Mrs. Jane Whitmore my grandmother during 
term of her life, she being yet alive.

1 Ibid.
2 Raines MSS. xxv, p. 308.
3 Chester Subsidy Roll 85/134; 16 Chas. I.
4 Chester Feet ol Fines, 31/185.
5 Committeefor Compounding (P.R.O.), GiSz, pp. 263-273.
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" I doe affirme I was never member of the honble howse of 
Commons, nor was ever or am a popish recusant or popishly 
affected, nor was ever Councellor or Advocate at lawe Comon or 
Civill, nor Attorney or Proctor or other officer whatsoever towards 
the Lawe Common or civill, or other officer whatsoever 
belongeinge to the State, or in the Common wealth."

Isaac Reynolds, chaplain of Gray's Inn, gave a certi 
ficate that Val. Whitmore had taken the National Cov 
enant; 23 March, 1645 (-6). He had taken the Negative 
Oath a month earlier and received permission to reside at 
Thurstaston. In the following June he subscribed the 
National Covenant. He was allowed to compound on a 
fine of £250, which was paid on 30 July, 1646.

The sequestration led to a detailed account of the 
estate being made. It is of special value as giving a list 
of the tenants of Thurstaston and Little Caldy, and this 
part is therefore given in full. 1

Mr. Val. Whitmore's personall estate inventaried and prizsed 
by the aforesaid praisers, 2 the xx"' daie of November, 1644.

Ut sequit'.
Imprimis: 2 paire of bedstids, two tables, one 

barrell, I tubb, I panne, I pott, one trunke, one 
chaire, two stooles, with dores and windowes .. 01 13 04

Item, there was seised upon before the said invent- 
ary taken, 15 measures of wheate for the use of 
Puttington Garrison . . . . . . ..[300]

Summa total' 04 13 04

Rent of Tennants and the demesne lands belonging to Mr. 
Valentine Whitmore due and payable att Martinmas and Mid- 
sommer.

In Thurstington. li. s. d. 
John Whitmore .. .. .. .. .. oo 10 oo
Symon Andrew .. . . . . . . ..001600
John Anion, senior .. .. . . .. ..001600

1 Harl. MS. 2018, f. 5 m.
2 These were: John Hough, Randall Bagnald, George Lowe and Richard 

JBruskcoe. See f. 3.

.
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John Brabone 
John Bennett 
Symon Warton 
Thomas Young 
John Rathbone 
Roger Young 
John Anion, jun. 
Robert Tottie 
Thomas Whittle 
Hughe Hodgson 
Symon Warton 
Christopher Warton. . 
Thomas Leene 
Richard Warton 
Morgan Powell 
WiddowBall.. 
Anne Anyon 
Widdow Tottye

oo 10 oo 
oo 10 oo 
oo 10 oo
OO IO OO

oo 08 oo
OO IO OO

oo 15 03 
oo 04 oo 
oo 08 oo 
oo 03 04 
oo 03 04 
oo 03 04
OO OI OO

oo 16 o
OO OI OO

oo 02 oo
OO OI OO 

OO OI OO

Summa tot's 07 09 03

In Caldye.
Tennants' rents payable eodem tempore. 

William Rathbone 
Widdow Pemberton 
John Ledsam 
Wm. Totty 
Thomas Warrington 
John Little 
Raphe Totty 
John Goldsmith 
William Fletcher 
John Mathew 
Robert Newbald 
Thomas Buckley 
Henry Andrew 
Robert Coventre 
Roger Eaton 
Raphe Newall 
Arthur Martin 
Roger Eaton 
Henry Shepheard 
Nicholas Mossopp ..

li. s. d. 
oo 10 08 
oo 10 05 
oo 09 oo 
oo i8 03 
oo 06 08 
oo 09 08 
oo 08 08 
oo 06 08 
oo 06 08
00 12 10

oo 09 08 
oo 13 08 
oo 13 08 
oo 05 10 
oo 05 10 
oo 01 03
OO OI OO

00 01 00

00 01 08

oo 01 04

.
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John Forshawe 
Thomas Apthider 
Adam Gardiner 
Robert Goldsmith 
Widdow Andrewe 
Widdow Watson 
Henry Brabone

oo 01 06 
oo 01 06 
oo oo 09 
oo 02 10 
oo 01 oo 
oo 01 oo 
oo og 08

Summa tot's 08 12 08

Tennants' Rents payable at Annunc. and Mich'as
In Caldye aforesaid. li. s. d.

Widdowe Pemberton . . .. . . . . oo 03 04
John Mathew .. .. .. . . oo 03 04
John Johnson . . .. . . . . oo 05 02
John Hogg .. .. .. .. . . .. oo 13 08

Summa tot. 01 05 06

Which being added to the former maketh 17 07 05

Demesne Rents of the aforesaid Mr. Whitmore payable at 
Martinmas and Candlemas.

li. s. d. 
.. 02 09 oo 

04 10 oo 
04 oo oo 
oo 13 04 

. . 02 10 oo
OI OO OO 

OI OO OO

oo i8 oo

The New Hey 
The Meadowe 
The Lower Heys 
The Harpers Hey 
The Marl'd Hey 
The Early Hey 
The Date Hey 
The Higher Hey 
One Close in Caldye called Caldye Hey with a 

dwelling house thereon lyable to pay taxations 
The Mill

02 oo oo 
05 oo oo

Summa tot's 24 oo 04

Receipts until the time when Mr. Whitmore com 
pounded. (Details are given.) 

Personal estate (at value) .. .. .. .. 4134
Tenants'rents received .. .. .. .. 67 13 6
Demesne rents received (including a heriot of 303) 37 9 6

109 16 4



Survey of the Estates.

The Disbursements follow. The total was 733/i. 
os. zd., being ^35 in excess of the receipts, the 
deputy lieutenants desiring the accountants to 
lay down this sum out of their own purses, " in 
regard of a sudden occacion to use money to 
paie the troopes after the reduceing of Chester."

The following items refer specially to Mr. Whit 
more's estate:

Personal estate: Wheat (as above)
To the Treasurer in money
Pay of the freehold soldier charged upon Mr.

Valentine Whitmore's land to the said Treasurer
Harvie 

Paid to the High Constable for the said soldier's
pay 

Paid for the repairing of Mr. Valentine Whitmore's
house 

Paid to Mrs. Whitmore of Thurstington in part of
her allowance for maintenance 

Paid for taxations charged upon a house in Caldie
Hey

From the above it will be seen 
that though Valentine was brought 
up in his mother's religion he re 
nounced it when he grew up. He 
married Elizabeth daughter of Wil-

li. 
3

d.
o
4

15 17 4

9 6

40

3 16 8

14 o

liam Glegg of Gayton, in May, 1646, 
at Heswail, the event being marked 
by a fine of 1648, in which he sur 
rendered the manors of Thurstaston 
and Caldy, with messuages, lands,

GLKGG
windmill, etc. to his brother-in-law Sablc , 2 lions counter- 
Edward Glegg of the Grange. 1 passant in pale, argent. 

There were four children William, as below; Valentine;

1 Chester Final Concords, 31/192, 24 Chas. I. The will of Cecily Glegge of 
Gayton, dated 26 March and proved 8 May, 1662, mentions her deceased 
husband William Glegge, her son Edward and her " daughter Whitmore," to 
whom she left 205. and her big Bible. Other daughters were Mrs. Rose and 
" Miss Mary Glegge.'"
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John, buried at Thurstaston, 26 April, 1671; and Eliza 
beth, who married George Farrington of Werden in 1671

According to the Holme pedigree Valentine Whitmore 
died 4 March, 1656-7. His widow Elizabeth made her will 
14 June, 1662, and it was proved 5 Sept., 1663. It 
reads thus:

The will of Elizabeth Whitmore of Thurstington, co. 
Chester, dated 14 June, 1662, was proved at C.C. Chester, 
5 September, 1663, by Edward Glegge; power reserved to 
the other executor, who on same date renounced.

To Valentine Whitmore my sonne £100 over and above 
the £200 charged upon the estate by Valentine Whitmore 
his father, my late husband. To John Whitmore my 
sonne £100 [similarly]. To Elizabeth Whitmore my 
daughter £500 [similarly]. If estate falls short desires 
sonne and heyre apparent William Whitmore to make up 
the £500 in consideracion I have spent . . . severall 
summes of money in repairing reedifying and newbuilding 
of the mannor house of Thurstington and outhouses there 
unto belonging. Whereas I had the sum of £50 be 
queathed unto me by Captaine Robert Glegg, my late 
brother, who dyed in Ireland, bequeaths same to her son 
Valentine. To my brother Edward Glegg of Geaton, 
esqrel my Bible which was my late mother's. To my 
sister-in-law Katherine Glegg, his wife, a looking glasse. 
To my sister Ann Rose my dressing box. To my sister 
Mary Glegg my red dressing coate. Rest to my three 
younger children equally. Appoints Sir Thomas Main- 
waring of Baddeley, barronet, and my brother Edward 
Glegg of Geaton, esqre., executors; my cozen Luke Lloyd 
of Brinn [?], co. Flint, esqre., to assist them. The 
younger children are under 21. To the poor of Thursting 
ton twenty shillings.

1 Proves she was da. of William Glegg and not of Edward, as stated by 
Ormerod, who confuses, apparently, aunt and niece. See last note.
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Witnesses: John Humphreys, George Briscoe, John 
Baily.

Armorial blunt oval seal, a shield fretty.
Inventory, dated 2 Oct., 1662, exhibited 27 July, 1671, 

praised by John Bythell, John Whitmore and Thomas 
Warrington. This names Mr. Whitmore's chamber, the 
dining roome [this contained 6 green stooles, six greene 
chairs at 5s., one leather and one wrought carpett at 2s. 
and ios., six other chairs, one little square table, three 
hundred weight of cheese zli. 55.], the red chamber in 
the garrat, the garrat, Mr. Glegg's chamber, the clossett, 
the buttery, the parlor, the hall, the kitchin, dairy house, 
nursery, brewhouse, greene chamber. Summa, 637/1. is.

William Whitmore succeeded to the estate, and in 1668 
was the only freeholder in Thurstaston; in Irby were 
Mr. Glegge of Gayton, William Bennet of Chester, George 
Hall, George Ormeston, Samuel Yonge and Robert 
Hodgson. 1 He married at Bebington, 20 August, 1668, 
Dorothy, daughter of Henry Hockenhull of Tranmere, who 
was a son of John Hockenhull of Prenton; and had four 
children: Joseph, Dorothy, buried 
at Thurstaston, 26 Aug., 1674 
(? 1676) ; Margaret, living 1694 ; and 
Ann, who married Thomas Griffith 
of Caerwys, co. Flint, at Thurstaston, 
17 Aug., 1708. William Whitmore's 
" Sacrament certificate " is given in 
the account of rector Atkinson, 1696. 
In the same year he with Dorothy 
his wife, Thomas Meoles, ironmon 
ger, and Mary his wife, joined in the HOKENHULL.

. j- ,i_ j- T-> ii Argent, an ass's headsale of the manor of roulton-cum- erased sable. 
Seacombe, with various lands there and in Liscard and

1 Hail. MS. 2 01 o, i.ijd, 15
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Great Meoles. 1 He purchased a moiety of the manor of 
Heswall in 1699. 2 William Whitmore was buried at Thur- 
staston on 9 Nov., 1727. His will reads thus:

William Whitmore of Thurstanton, esq., 30th Sep 
tember, 1727. I give .... to Charles Cholmondely, esq., 
Seymor Cholmondely, esq., his brother, and the Reverend 
Mr. Thomas Greene of Poulton, all my plate and meddals 
in trust till such time as William the eldest son of my son 
Joseph Whitmore shall attain 24. I give to Charles 
Cholmondely, Seymor Cholmondely, Thomas Greene all 
the furniture of the hall, big parler, withdrawing room, all 
that is in boath bewphetes, all the wood furniture, etc. in 
the kitchin, the furniture of the little parler and bewphets, 
the furniture of a roome called the cabbin and in the 
lockers, the furniture of my closet, the walnut scrutore.etc. 
in the house, the cannon in the mount wallk, all the stone 
troughes, in trust for the use of the Lord for the time 
being. I give all my personalyties to Charles Chol 
mondely, Seimer Cholmondely, esquires, the revd. Thomas 
Greene, in trust for my two grandsons, William the eldest 
son of my son Joseph Whitmore and John his brother, 
during the terme of sixty years if my son Joseph shall so 
long live, to be improved by them till the said John shall 
attain twenty four and then to be equally divided be 
twixt the said William and John ... I give one Rent 
Charge, issueing out of all my reall estates, of £120 a year 
during the terme of sixty years, if my son Joseph Whit 
more shall so longe live, for the use of my grandson 
William the eldest son of my son Joseph. I will that he 
be thorouly verst in the Lattin tongue, then enter him 
pentioner att Cambridg, and when itt is proper to enter 
him in one of the inns; whether itt is not propper to keep 
his chamber att Cambridg out of term time and att 
London in terrne time. I leave to my trustees discression

1 Chester Feet of Fines, 31/299; 8 William III. 
z Ormerod, Chcs. ii, 513.
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how much of the aforesaid sum to alow him for mentain- 
ance and eduction whilst att scoole, and how much att 
Cambridge, and how much att one of the Inns; I trust 
they will apportion itt the most frugall way. I leave one 
other anuety of £5 out of my reall estates for terme of 60 
years, if my son Joseph Whitmore shall so long live, for 
the onely use of my grandson John Whitmore and that 
my trustees will take care that he be made a thorow 
scoole scoller. I give one other anuity out of my reall 
estates of £10 to keep the hall of Thurstaston and house- 
ing in repare and drop dry. I leave one other rent 
charge £50 a year in trust for the mentainance of my 
wife Mrs. Dorathy Whitmore. I give my wife the 
furniture of the deathroom, her own fether bed, etc. the 
berling and harnes and two horses. I give one other rent 
charge out of my reall estates of so much as they [my 
trustees] shall expend in the execution of the trust I 
repose in them. I recomend Mrs. Elizabeth Young as 
steward, and I intrust Mrs. Elizabeth Young with the care 
of my buriall as I direct; viz. as soone as maybe after I 
am dead, I will be put into a plain oak coffin made att 
home. Take down the pertition betwixt Kendrick's and 
Williamson's and walls seat. Take up the flags, they 
cover the stares which goes down to my vault. I will be 
lodged there privately, twelve a clock att night, no 
sermon, onely prayers.

WILL. WHITMORE.
Witnesses : Robert Young, John Kenrick, Martha 

Tyson. 1
15 November, 1727. Administration with will annexed 

granted to Charles Cholmondely, Seymor Cholmondely 
and Thomas Green, clerk.

His widow Dorothy was buried at Thurstaston 19 
March, 1732-3, and her will, dated 2 June, 1732-3 and

1 Seal with arms, fretty, impaling a fesse. The first word or words of the 
motto uncertain, but the 'forever' is quite plain.



76 The Parish of Thurstaston.

proved at Chester, 31 March following, makes bequests as 
follows:

The will of Dorothy Whitmore, widow of William 
Whitmore, late of Thurstaston, co. Chester, esq., dec'd, 
dated 2 January, 1732, was proved C.C. Chester on 31 
March, 1733, by the executrix.

Testatrix desires to be buried in the parish church of 
Thurstaston under the seat or pew there belonging to and 
enjoyed by the owners of the hall of Thurstaston. To the 
poor of Thurstaston ten pounds, the interest thereof to be 
distributed every Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, Whit 
sunday and Michaelmas day, by the rector or parson and 
churchwardens. To my six granddaughters Elizabeth 
the wife of Aquila Wyke, esqr., and Dorothy, Benedicta, 
Catherine, Mary and Lucy, the daughters of my son 
Joseph Whitmore of Thurstaston, esqr., £200 amongst 
them. To said Dorothy articles of silver, etc., rest to 
Elizabeth Young, wife of Robert Young of Frankby, 
yeoman, to her separate use; makes her sole executrix.

Witnesses. Peter Widdens, J. Parnell.
Joseph Whitmore, the only son and heir of William, 

married Dorothy, daughter and heir of Edward Bythell of 
Llwynegrin, co. Flint, by his wife Benedicta (Conway). 
There was a settlement by fine in 1726-7 concerning 6 
messuages etc. in Lloenegrin, Hendrebiffa, etc., Joseph 
Whitmore and Dorothy his wife giving them to Robert 
Griffith the younger and Robert Hughes. 1 Each of 
their two sons died shortly after attaining his majority, 
Bethell William on 4 Jan., 1731-2 and John, 10 
Sept., 1733; they were buried at Mold. 2 They are 
commemorated on a tablet on the west wall of the church. 
Joseph Whitmore was buried at Thurstaston, u Oct., 
1751. His wife probably died early, but the date has not

1 Flints. Feet of Fines, 13 Geo. I.
^Administration of the goods of William Whitmore of Thurstaston, gent., 

was granted to his father Joseph on 9 March, 1733-4; and of those of John 
Whitmore on 29 Sept., 1733; alfo to the father.
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been ascertained; she is mentioned in 1726-7, but not in 
her mother-in-law's will of 1733. In the Gentleman's 
Magazine of March, 1793, p. 209, is an engraving (with 
description) of a cutlass of Oliver Cromwell which had long 
been in the possession of the family of Whitmore of 
Thurstaston.

"How it came into that family I know not," says the writer, who 
signed with * * * (or H.J.), " but it seems that it was highly 
prized by them, as the last Joseph Whitmore, esq., is said to have 
refused 50 guineas for it from a gentleman in London, who wished 
to have it to be deposited in some public museum......."

" It is from hilt to point 23^ inches long; the handle five inches 
long. The blade is two inches broad; there is a date on it

ANNO lengthways on both sides opposite each other, thus,

Between the date and the hilt on the right side across the blade 
are, in capital letters, SPES MEA EST DEO; next the effigies o 
a half-length figure, seemingly with flowing hair, and round it an 
inscription: OLIVER CROMWELL PRO PARLIAM . 
GENERAL; next, across the blade, VINCERE AUT MORI ; 
and between that and the hilt the effigies of a warrior on horseback 

" On the left side of the blade, next the date, SOLI DEO. 
GLORIA; there is a similar effigies to that on the right side, with 
the same inscription round it; then, across the blade, FIDE SED 
GUI VIDE; then, to the hilt, a similar effigies of a warrior on 
horseback. The hilt and guard are of steel, gilt with gold; the 
handle of shagreen with silver threads round it, one of which only 
remains at present. The gilding is partly off, being corroded with 
rust, which has also considerably affected the blade."

It is stated that Joseph Whitmore left it to his son-in- 
law John Ignatius Wright, " on account of the relation 
ship which his.mother Mary, daughter of Sir John Gwillym, 
of Hartsheath near Mold, was supposed to bear to the 
family of Oliver Cromwell."

After Joseph Whitmore's death the manors of Thur 
staston and Caldy and a moiety of the manors of Heswall 
and Oldfield, with lands in all those places, became 
divisible among his six daughters, who married as follows :

I. Elizabeth, married Aquila Wyke of Wrexham at 
Thurstaston on 17 Sept. 1727. In 1741 Hugh Lloyd, 
clerk, obtained by fine from Aquila Wyke, esq., and Eliza-
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beth his wife the sixth part of six messuages, etc., in 
Lloenegrin etc. in Flintshire; 1 also a messuage and land 
in the parish of Church Shocklach, and a sixth part of the 
manors of Thurstaston, Heswall and Caldy, with 60 
messuages, 15 cottages, dovehouse, 75 gardens, 75 orchards, 
500 ac. land, 300 ac. meadow, 500 ac. pasture, 1000 ac. 
furze and heath, a free fishery in the Dee, with common of 
pasture and turbary in Thurstaston, Heswall, Caldy, Daw- 
pool and Oldfield. 2 Elizabeth died without issue and was 
buried at Thurstaston on 28 Aug., 1786.

II. Dorothy, who married Richard Coytmore of 
Plas-on, Flintshire, also died childless.

III. Benedicta, who was baptized at Thurstaston on 
5 Feb., 1709-10, became the wife (i) of Joseph Hall of 
Chester, and (2) of    Soux. She died in the lifetime of 
her husband, without issue.

IV. Catherine married George Lewis, and left a 
daughter Lucy. George Lewis, gent., and Catherine his 
wife in 1741 gave to Hugh Lloyd, clerk, and Francis 
Wardle, their sixth part of the manors of Thurstaston, 
Heswall and Caldy, with messuages, lands, etc., as above. 3 
Lucy, the daughter, the last representative of the Whit- 
mores, married Charles Browne of Marchwiel Hall, esq., 
but long survived him, and died on 5 Nov., 1832, being 
buried at Thurstaston the i7th. She devised her manor 
to the Gleggs of Backford, whose descendants hold it.

V. Mary, wife of John Ignatius Wright of Plas-issa 
near Mold, son of John Wright of Brewershall near 
Chester. She seems to have married (2) George Berks, of 
Mold, who in 1793 had the Cromwell sword mentioned 
above (Gents. Mag. as quoted).

VI. Lucy, wife of Baptist Smart of Cheltenham, M.D. 
She died without issue on 23 Nov., 1744, at the early age 
of 23. In 1743 Dr. Smart and Lucy his wife gave to 
feoffees their sixth part of messuages, etc. in Lloenegrin; 4

1 Flint of Fines, 14 Geo. II. 2 Chester Feet of Fines, file 369; 14 Geo. II.
3 Chester Feet of Fines, file 369,14 Geo. II.
4 Flintshire Feet of Fines, 16 Geo. II
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also their sixth part of the manor of Thurstaston, Heswall 
and Caldy, with messuages, lands, etc. as before. 1 Dr. 
Smart married a second wife Elizabeth   , and had by 
her a son Baptist Smart, to whom came Lucy's share of 
the Whitmore estates.

In 1740 Joseph Hall, gent., and Benedicta his wife, 
John Ignatius Wright, esq., and Mary his wife gave to 
George Lowe, gent., their two sixth parts of the three 
manors named, with the messuages, lands, etc. 2 Lucy 
died (as above) in 1744 and Benedicta also must have died 
before 1758, when fourth parts of a sixth part of the 
inheritance became the subjects of fines: in 1758 Richard 
Coytmore, esq., and Dorothy his wife, John Ignatius 
Wright, esq., and Mary his wite gave their two undivided 
fourth parts of one undivided sixth part of the manors etc. 
to William Dix, gent. ; 3 and next year Aquila Wyke, esq. 
and Elizabeth his wife did the same with their fourth of 
a sixth part. 4 In 1773 Elizabeth Wyke, widow, gave 5 
undivided twenty-fourth parts of the inheritance to 
Charles Brown, esq., afterwards the husband of Lucy 
Lewis. 5 Next year William Dix. gent., Elizabeth Wyke ; 
widow, George Lewis, esq. and Catherine his wife, also 
made fine concerning 5 undivided twenty-fourth parts; 
the claimants being apparently trustees,6 for in 1775 
Elizabeth Wyke, widow, George Lewis and Catherine and 
Lucy Lewis, spinster, appear to have sold the same five 
parts to Charles Goodwin, merchant. 7 Meantime Baptist 
Smart, esq., had been vouchee in a recovery of a third 
part of the same estate, William Overbury being the 
claimant. 8 In 1778 another twenty-fourth share was 
given by George and Catherine Lewis to John Owen, gent. 9

After all these transactions, and others not on record, it 
appears that by 1807 the shares of Elizabeth Wyke,

1 Chester Feet of Kin.es, file 373; 16 Geo. II.
-Ibid, file 367, 13 Geo. II.
3 Ibid, file 403, 31 Geo. II. 4 Ibid, file 405, 32 Geo. 11.
5 Ibid, file 434, 13 Geo. II. 6 Ibid, file 435, 14 Geo. III.
7 Ibid, file 437, 15 Geo. III. 8 Chester Plea R. 686, m. 9.
9 Chester Feet of Fines, file 443; 18 Geo. III.
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Benedicta Soux and Catherine Lewis had become vested in 
Lucy Browne (the daughter of Catherine), widow; the 
share of Dorothy belonged to Charles Goodwill, the share 
of Mary Wright to Matilda Dix, spinster (who about Feb., 
1807, married James Okell, who died in 1820 s.p.); Lucy's 
share, as stated above, was held by Baptist Smart the 
younger.

In Easter, 1812, Baptist Smart, junior, Elizabeth 
Smart and others tiled a bill in Chancery against Lucy 
Browne, Charles Goodwin, James Okell and Matilda 
Okell for a partition of the estates. Baptist Smart, 
junior, married Sophia . . , by whom he had a son Whit- 
more and a daughter Elizabeth. Sophia Smart died 27 
December, 1811, and Baptist Smart in May, 1813, his will 
dated 21 April, 1801 being proved in P.C.C. by his son 
Whitmore 3 June, 1813. On 29 September, 1810, 
Whitmore Smart attained his majority. Charles Good- 
win died in January, 1815, leaving his niece Ann Thomas, 
wife of Hugh Maxwell, his heiress; and they by Royal 
Licence 13 January, 1815 took the name and arms of 
Goodwin. By his will dated 2 January, 1802 and codicil 
dated 23 November, 1804, Charles Goodwin settled his 
share of Thurstaston, Caldy and Heswall upon his niece. 
On 2 April, 1818, a partition1 of the estates was made in 
the Chancery suit, as follows:

1. 6/24ths to Lucy Browne; the manor of Thurstaston, the 
mansion called Thurstaston Hall and other lands there.

2. 8/24ths to the Smarts; the manor of Caldey and lands there.
3. 5/24ths to the Goodwins'trustee; certain lands in Thurst 

aston and Caldey.
4. 5/24ths to the Okells; the moiety of Heswall and Oldfield, 

the alternate right of presentation to the rectory of Heswall and 
lands in those places.

Whitmore Smart, who was a surgeon of John Street, 
Berkeley Square, and afterwards of Penzance and Jersey, 
died in February, 1834, without issue, leaving his sister

1 1 am indebted to Mr. R. Stewart-Brown for this account of the partition.
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Elizabeth his heiress. He married 2 August, 1828, Jane 
. . . and his will of that date was proved by his widow in 
P.C.C. 15 May, 1834. Ann Goodwin had no issue. Lucy 
Browne died in November, 1832. By her will, dated 26 
June, 1828, she devised all her lands in Thurstaston to 
Lieut.-Colonel John Baskervyle Glegg of Neston (d. 1861) 
and his heirs, remainder to Edward Holt Glegg (d. 1877) 
son of Major General Glegg of Backford and Irby Hall etc.; 
both married and had issue.1 The Smarts sold their 
property in Caldy in 1836 to Richard Watson Barton of 
Springwood in Pendleton, co. Lancaster, for £18,900. He 
died on Easter day, 1881, and was succeeded by his son 
Richard, 2 to whose memory several windows in West 
Kirby church, a window in Frankby church and a cross in 
the churchyard there bearing his arms, have been placed.

NOTE ON THE ARMS OF WHITMORE.
The arms of Whitmore of Thurstaston were Vert fretty Or; 

the crest, Out of a ducal coronet Or, a lion's head Argent 
collared with a riband tied in a bow at ,______ 
the back Azure. They also used Argent 
a chief Azure, the coat generally attri 
buted to Haselwall; sometimes they used 
it alone, sometimes in the first and fourth 
quarters, or in the second quarter, and 
also impaled on the dexter and the 
sinister side. A Chester member of the 
family also sealed with a canton fretty.

Before attempting to explain these 
divergences it will tend to clearness if we 
give in chronological order the various 
exhibitions and allowances at the heralds' 
Visitations, notes in the records and collections at the College of 
Arms and users on seals, monuments and buildings, as follows :

1367. Seal of John de Whitmore the younger: " On a canton a 
fret";3 i.e. a canton fretty.

1 Orinerod, Chcs. ii, 369.
2 He married Elizabeth daughter of Sir Benjamin Heywood, Bart., F.R.S.; 

cf. Foster's Lancashire Pedigrees for both families, and for Heywood only 
Liverpool Banks and Bankers, by John Hughes (1906), p. go el seq.

3Seals, B.M. Ixxxi, 64.
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c. 1374. Effigy of John de Whitmore: Pretty.
1412. Drawing of a seal of John Whitmore on a deed: A chief.1
1444, 1446. Fragment of a seal used by William de Whitmore 

of Thurstaston: A chief. Legend (broken), . . .hannisWh. . 2 
This is clearly the seal of which drawings were recorded in the 
Visitation of 1580, the full legend being S. W'mi filij 
Johannis Whitmore. 3

1566. Visitation of Cheshire: quarterly i and 4, Argent a chief 
Azure; 2, Or a lion rampant between 3 martlets Gules; 3, Per 
fesse Vert and Gules an Eagle displayed Or. 4 

c. 1580. Pedigree of Whitmore of Thurstaston: Vert a fret Or. 5
1580. Visitation of Cheshire: As in 1566 above. 6
1580. Glover's Visitation. Arms of John and of William 

Whitmore; Vert fretty Or. 7
1613. The pedigree of Whitmore of Leighton in this Visitation 

contains no arms. 8
1620. Funeral Certificate of William Whitmore of Leighton: 

Vert fretty Or, with three quarterings, viz. as i and 4, 2 and 3 
in the Visitation of 1566 above. 9

1650. Painted board in Thurstaston church: Haselwall im 
paling Whitmore (sic). 10

1662. Seal of Elizabeth Whitmore: Fretty.11
1663. At this Visitation Whitmore did not enter.
c. 1700. Over the hall door: Fretty.
1719. Arms on the City silver oar of the Corporation of Chester: 

Whitmore (fretty) impaling Haselwall. 12
1727. Seal on will of William Whitmore: Whitmore (fretty) im 

paling Haselwall. 13
n.d. In the churchyard a grave slab: Whitmore (fretty) im 

paling Haselwall.

The Whitmores of Whitmore in Staffordshire had similar coats. 
W. H. Whitmore, the American genealogist, described a seal of

1 Harl. MS. 2099, i. 19 (old 266). 2 Ancient Deeds P.R.O., 63671, A6754. 
3 Harl. Soc. xviii, 246. See also Philpot's Collection (Coll. Arm.), 10/12. 

5 Philpot's Collection (Coll. Arm.), 10/62. 
7 Coll. Arm. Cal. 2, 13, Mj D 49, 317.

4 Coll. Arm. DS, 121. 
6 Harl. Soc. xviii, 246.
8 C6, sgb. Coll. Arm.
9 Coll. Arm. T, 22, 4ib; Rec. Soc. Lane. & Ches., vi, 185. These arms and 

quarterings are in the tower of Heswall church, but without inscription.
10 See p. 106. u See p. 73.
12 Chester and North Wales Arch, Soc., M.S. xviii, 121. In an article byT. 

Stanley Ball in Lanes. &  Ches. Ant. Soc. Trans. xxxiii, 21, the latter coat is 
styled Vernon.

13 See p. 75. The partition line is wrongly cut double.
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John Whitmore of that family, temp. Henry III and Edward I, as 
showing a plain field and chief; but at Whitmore Hall was a coat 
showing a fret in the first quarter.1 The coat, Vert fretty Or, is 
assigned to Whitmore of Staffordshire in a pedigree in Vincent's 
Collections at the College of Arms.2

In the mind of the writer, at least, there is little doubt that the 
Whitmores of Thurstaston were by origin a Staffordshire family 
with a fretty coat. Before dealing with the source of these pater 
nal arms it may be well to clear the ground of the divergences 
indicated above. At the same time, until the early pedigrees of 
Whitmore, Haselwall and Thurstaston are thoroughly worked out 
and more facts as to users are established, it is impossible to do 
more than set forth those which the writer has been able to obtain 
and to offer conjectures which the reader may take for what they 
are worth.

The arms, Argent a chief Azure, are generally attributed to 
Haselwall, but they have also been assigned to Thurstaston. 3 
If this later assignation be correct it would account for the user of 
the coat by Haselwall, who married the heiress of that family, as 
in ancient times the coat represented the land as well as the family. 
In other words, it is possible that when Sir Patrick de Haselwall 
married Agnes, granddaughter and heir of Richard de Thurstaston 
he assumed the Thurstaston arms. In like manner after the 
marriage of John de Whitmore to Cecily de Calveley, a descendant 
of Sir Patrick's and also heiress of Thurstaston, the Whitmores 
may in consequence have at times used these arms also. The 
Whitmores never owned the manor of Haselwall and only bought 
a moiety of it in 1699, but they did own the manor of Thurstaston 
and perhaps it was as lords thereof they used the coat thereto 
appertaining. This they did both by quartering and impalingf 
with the curious motto " Either for ever," alluding no doubt to the 
two coats. 4 No Haselwall seal appears to be known, but Ormerod 
says that Norris of Speke quartered the coat Azure a chief Or, in 
right of their Haselwall marriage. 5

In depicting the Haselwall coat the Whitmores usually divided 
the shield per fesse, which appears to have caused doubt in the-

1 HeralA and Geneal. iv, 22, 32.
2 Vincent's Coll. 10/340.
3 Owen Salusbury MS. pedigree, 1640; in Chester & N. Wales Arch. Soc. i,. 

475.
4 W. e- Q., 1st S. x, 348. 
5 Trims. Hist. Soc. ii, 149.
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minds of the heralds in 1580, as they note " Dubitatur an partitio 
sit per medium scuti vel potius in capite." The simple explana 
tion is that earlier armory knew nothing of fesses nor of any 
regulation as to the depth ot the chief. The limner depicted the 
chief to suit the charges; if the field below were filled with charges, 
he drew it narrow, if it bore charges itself, deep. When, as in the 
arms of Fenwick, field and chief are both filled with charges it was 
drawn deeper still and assumed the appearance which the later 
writers styled " party per fesse." 1 Neither chief nor field of the 
Haselwall coat bearing any charge, the limner impartially divided 
the shield in half. As quartering became general about I4OO2 it is 
curious that the Whitmores impaled this coat in so many instances. 

With regard to the two quarterings viz. Or a lion rampant 
between three martlets Gules, and, Per pale Vert and Gules an 

eagle displayed Or they appear respect 
ively, as has been said, as the second and 
third quarters at the Visitation of 1566, 
and re-appear as the third and fourth in 
William Whitmore's funeral certificate, 
except that in the latter instance the 
coat is represented with a chief vert 
instead of per fesse. In neither of these 
documents at the College of Arms, how 
ever, is any indication given as to their 
identity, nor has a careful search there 
established it. It would seem probable 
that they were quartered at an early date 
and represent matches with families that

died out prior to the period when regular records were kept at 
the College. The second coat resembles that of Edge of Edge, 
only the tinctures differing. While the family used these two 
unknown coats it is remarkable that they did not use two 
quarterings to which they were entitled Vernon and Calveley.

Of the f retty coat the earliest example we have is the shield and 
surcoat of John de Whitmore's effigy, 1374; the seal of William 
de Whitmore, 1361, at the British Museum, is blurred, and that of

1 " Heraldry Revived," by Oswald Barren, in The Ancestor, i, 47.
2 " After these times [end of I4th century] every gentleman began to quarter 

the coat of the chief heir with whom his progenitour had matched, and often 
preferred that in the first place, if she were honourable " ; Carnden's Remains 
concerning Britain (7th edition, ed. by John Philpot, Somerset Herald, and 
W. D., gent., 1674), p. 292.
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John de Whitmore, 1376, differs and is dealt with below. Early 
rolls1 supply us with no information. Fretty coats are borne by 
many families in England, some of them, such as Tollemache and 
Harrington, being supposed to cant, the idea being that the frettes 
represent the meshes of a fishing net; another authority however 
states that they represent the barriers which fenced in the lists. 3 

As to the origin oi the Whitmore coat the following data appear 
to indicate that its immediate source was Audley, and its ultimate 
one Verdun. The great house of Verdun (Or, fretty Gules) were 
over-lords of the earlier Audleys, who derived their arms (Gules, 
fretty Or) from them;3 indeed the latter are supposed to be a 
junior branch of the former. 1 The Audleys were mesne lords of 
Knutton, co. Stafford, of which Whitmore was only a member, 5 
the Staffordshire Whitmores being lords thereof. William de 
Wetemore and Agnes his wife exchanged lands in Knighton with 
Philippa widow of William Gamull in

WHITMORE. 
Vert, iretty Or.

VERDUN. 
Or, fretty Gules.

AUDLEY.

Gules, fretty Or.

1 Charles' Roll, Henry III and Edw. I; A Roll of Arms, Edw. II, ed. by 
N. H. Nicolas, 1829; Stepney Roll 2 Edw. II (Coll. Top. et Gen. iv, 1836); 
Glover's Roll, Hen. Ill; Three Rolls of Arms o£ the latter part of the isth 
century, ed. by W. S. Waiford, and C. S. Perceval, 1864; The Roll of Carlaveroch 
(Nicolas' edition) [1300]; Roll of Richard II, ed. by Thomas Willament, 1834; 
Boroughbridge Roll [1322].

3 Science and Literature in the Middle Ages, by Paul Laoroix, 304.
3 G.E.C. Complete Peerage, i, 337.
4 c/. Chetwynd's Pirehill Hundred (Wm, Salt Soc. N.s. xii), 42, 215; Burke's 

Extinct Peerage.
5 The Ancestor, vii, 223.
6 Staffordshire Deeds, Harl. MS. 2038, 106 (102).
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Upon this it seems not unreasonable to conclude that the 
Thurstaston Whitmores were originally Staffordshire men and 
amongst those numerous armigen who " very generally took, 
with a small variation, the escocheon of their feodal lord." 1 . At 
the same time in weighing the probability of this solution the 
marriage of John son of John de Whitmore of Whitmore to Joan 
daughter and coheir of Sir John de Verdun,'- knight, must not be 
overlooked; they had, however, no male issue.

Again it is not impossible the Whitmores were of the same stock 
as the Audleys and differenced their coat by changing the 
tinctures. As is well known, in feudal times, the lords of manors 
took their names therefrom, thus in Cheshire William Belward was 
ancestor of de Malpas, de Cholmondeley and de Egerton; in 
Staffordshire de Isewall, de Aspley, de Sugnall, de Peshall, de 
Chell are all really Swynnertons. 3

Unfortunately county historians give pedigrees of families only 
for the period during which they held particular lands, while 
writers on heraldry, confining themselves to later minutiae, have 
little or nothing to tell us of its earlier and better days. Until the 
pedigrees of our great houses have been put together and the coats 
borne by the cadet branches and by the descendants in female 
line shown, we shall never know much of early heraldry.

We have now to deal with the two Whitmore seals at the 
British Museum.

The first seal is described in the official catalogue4 as that of 

William de Whytm', of Chester [A.D. 1361].
Plaster cast from a badly made impression f in. A shield of 

arms: uncertain charges. Within a carved panel. 
>J< SIGILLUM WILL'I DE WHYTM' (?)

From this seal no information is obtainable, beyond the exis 
tence of its owner.

The second seal is described in the catalogue :> as follows: 

John de Whitemore, son of William de Whitemore,
of Chester [A.D. 1367].

Cast in plaster tinted red, from a fine impression, 15/16 in. A 
shield of arms: (field diapered lozengy, with a small pellet in each

1 Dallaway's Science uf Heraldry, 132.
2 Chetvvynd's Pirehill Hundred (Win. Salt Soc. xxxi, N.S. 12,19119), fiO, 196.
3 The Ancestor, vii, 221.
4 Vol. in, 668; 14,459, xci 20. 3 Vol. in, 166; 14450, Ixxxi, 64.
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space), on a canton a fret, for Whitemore, suspended by a strap 
from a tree. Between two trefoiled sprigs of foliage. Within a 
carved panel of six points ornamented along the inner edge with 
small quatrefoils.

SIGILL'. IOH'IS: DE WHITEMORE.
Beaded border.
The arms of Whitemore are : fretty.
Fortunately this deed or one to which a similar seal was attached 

has been preserved and an abstract is printed in the Transactions 
of the Chester and N. Wales Archaeological Society, 1 as follows: 

Charter of Roger, son of Richard Erneys, of Chester, giving to 
John, son of William de Whytemore, junior, citizen of Chester, a 
messuage and appurtenances in Bruggestrete, in the city of 
Chester, which messuage lies in width between the Mothallelone 
on one side, and the land of John de Whytemore, senior, and the 
land formerly belonging to Henry Russell on the other, and ex 
tending in length from the land which Henry Stapey holds for his 
life-time of Roger Erneys to the land formerly belonging to Henry 
Russell. The said Roger to receive for the same from the said 
John, twelve shillings of silver, payable at the feasts of St. Michael, 
the Nativity of our Lord, the Annunciation, and the Nativity of 
St. John the Baptist. Witnesses, John de Dalby, now mayor of 
Chester, Robert Fox and Henry Stapey, now sheriffs of Chester, 
Roger de Ledesham, Thomas de Apulton, Henry Doune, and 
others. Dated at Chester, the Monday next after the feast of the 
Nativity of St. John the Baptist [June 28], in the .fist year of 
King Edward the third [1367].

The author of the paper erroneously supposes that the grantee 
was nephew of John de Whit more, mayor of Chester, being 
probably misled by the words junior and senior, and blasons the 
arms as fretty with a fret on a canton for difference. One hesitates 
to differ from an antiquary of recognised ability, but with the 
above blason I find it difficult to agree. My version would be  
Diapered fretty, a canton fretty. The " fret " is a modern 
invention, merely arising from a different manner of drawing 
fretty. In ancient times the limner aimed to fill the shield 
artistically and knew nothing of the minute regulations of a later 
period. Examples of the ancient drawing of fretty are readily to 
hand in old rolls of arms 2 and in stone in the Chicheley porch at

1 N.s. ii, I So (iSSS), in an article by Mr. Henry Taylor.
2 An early Roll of Anus in Catalogue of the Heraldic Exhibition, 1894, 

printed 1896, pi. xxi. Roll of Arms of about 1300 in Catalogue of a Collection 
of British Heraldic Art, Burlington Fine Arts Club, 1916.
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the cathedral of Canterbury, where are carved the arms of James. 
Lord Audley, who had summons to parliament 1420-1455. x The 
early seals of Verdon, Audley and Trussell at the British Museum, 
of which we give illustrations, also show that the artist aimed at 
clearness and proportion. In passing we note that the seal of 
Theobald yth Baron de Verdun has been adopted by his successor 
the 8th baron, the latter adding diaper work to the obverse and a 
little ornamentation to the reverse.

To revert to the John de Whitmore seal I think anyone who 
will contrast the delicacy of the fretty field with the boldness of 
the drawing of fretty on the canton and in the other seals, and 
who will also note the exact similarity of the diaper in the back 
ground of the seal of the 8th Baron de Verdun, both having little 
pellets in the interstices, will agree that the field in the seal ot 
John de Whitmore, 1367, is diapered. Mr. Henry Taylor in his 
paper calls the coat Whitmore with a fret on a canton for differ 
ence. It is true the canton was used for differencing, 2 but if the 
field is diapered this contention goes by the board (it would in any 
case be clumsy heraldry) and it is another coat altogether. It 
could not be the differenced coat of John " senior," the illegitimate 
brother, in any case; for being a bastard, though socially bastardy 
was little regarded, legally he had neither father, relations nor coat. 
To whom it belonged it will be impossible to say until records at 
Chester become more available. Possibly John the bastard took 
the arms of his own mere motion; but there is another possibility, 
and while the writer has little love for conjecture in matters of this 
kind, it brings out facts of interest, and therefore, not without 
diffidence, he ventures to set it forth.

Sir James de Audley after the battle of Poitiers (1356) granted 
to the four3 squires who fought with him, Delves, Button, 
Hawkstone and Fouleshurt, the right to use in part his fretty 
coat.

1 Archczologia, LXXI.
2 Dugdale, quoting Wyrley regarding Differencing, says it " was done at the 

first by changing of the device born into other colours only; and when that 
would not suffice for the number of leaders (many times all of one house) then 
were they forced to vary their marks by adding of either bars, bends, chevrons, 
cheefes, quarters, borders, labels, losinges or such like " ; The Ancient Usage of 
Arms (Ed. by T. C. Banks, 1811).

3 It is suggested that as Froissart wrote by hearsay there may have been 
more than four squires and also that John de Delves of Whitmore and Robert 
de Button of Maer, both Staffordshire men and tenants of Audley, cadets of 
Cheshire houses, were more likely to have been two of the squires than Cheshire 
men of the name; cf. The A ncestor, vii, 226-7.
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DELVES.

Argent, a chevron Gules, 
fretty Or, between three 
delves Sable.

BUTTON.

Quarterly Argent and 
Gules, the second and third 
quarters fretty Or.

ffllv

w
WHITMORE.

a canton fretty . . .

HAWKESTONE.

Ermine, a fesse Gules, 
fretty Or.

FOULESHURST.

Gules fretty Or, on a chief 
Argent two mullets sable.
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Froissart's account, in Lord Berners' translation, is as follows: 
" Than the knight [Sir James Audley] departed fro the Prince, 

and went to the formast front of all the batayles, all onely accom- 
panyed with foure squyers, who promysed not to fayle him .... 
The lorde James Audeley, with his four squyers, was in the front of 
that batell and there dyd marvels in armes . . . On the 
Englysshe parte the lorde James Awdeley with the ayde of his 
foure squyers fought alwayes in the chyefe of the batayle. . . . 
Than he sayd . . Sirs, behold here these foure squyers, who hath 
always served me truely, and specially this day." 1

Similarly in 1404 JohnTuchet, Lord Audley, granted John and 
Thomas Mackworth, his two squires, part of the arms of Audley 
and Tuchet, and such grants were far from uncommon. 2

It is necessary to remember there were four contemporary 
James de Audleys, viz : 

James de Audley, lord of Heley, 1312-1386.
James de Audley his third son, c. 1340-1370.
James de Audley, son of James de Audley of Stretton, c. 132.2-

1369. 
James de Audley of Leicestershire, c. 1290-1355.

The view that the lord of Heley was the hero of Poitiers was 
followed by Ormerod, Eyton and many writers, including Wrot- 
tesley; but the latter corrected it in his Crecy and Calais (Staff. 
Colls, xviii passim). Sir James Audley, K.G., died in or about 1369, 
and Beltz shows that his stall among the Garter Knights had been 
re-occupied by Sir Thomas Granson in 1375. There were two 
James de Audleys at Crecy one the " lord of Helegh " a banneret 
in the following of Richard fitz Alan, earl of Arundel; the other, 
called " son of James de Audley of Stretton-Audele," was in the 
retinue of the Black Prince. The latter was the hero of Poitiers."

Now amongst the Army Miscellanea of the Exchequer, there is 
an account of the wages of men-at-arms in the retinue of James de 
Audley, Lord of Helegh, with Henry Earl of Derby in Gascony in 
19 Edw. Ill [1345-6]. and among the mounted archers, many of 
whom apparently were of good birth, occur the names of John de 
Whitemor and Thomas de Whitemor. Conjectures, however

1 The Chronicle of Froissart, by Sir John Bourchier Lord Berners, 1901, i, 370 
et seq,

2 cf. " Heralds' College and Prescription," by W. Paley Baildon, in The 
Ancestor, ix, 214.

3 Wm. Salt Soc, [xxvn] N.s. ix, 245.
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plausible, are not evidence, and the identity of these two Whit- 
mores is not established; but it is at least in accordance with the 
practice of the age that the coat with the fretty canton may have 
been granted by their lord to one or both of these men at arms in 
reward of their services; it has been suggested that the Swynner- 
ton coat, Ermine a chief Gules, fretty Or, had a similar origin.1

The following are the descriptions of the seals in the illustrations 
as given in the British Museum Catalogue:

Theobaldus de Verdun
[yth Baron de Verdon, A.D. 1295-1309],

Constable of Ireland. 3
6495. [A.D. 1301]. Plaster cast from fine impression ij in. 

[Ixxxi, 12, 13],
o. To the r. In armour: haubeik of mail, helmet with vizor 

closed, sword, shield with arms. Horse caparisoned. Arms: 
fretty. Verdon.

fff SIGILLVM THEOBALDI DE VERDVN.

r. A shield of arms, as in obv., suspended by the strap from a 
trifurcated tree, with two smaller trees issuing at the sides from 
behind the shield. In the field, on each side, a lion passant, 
arranged palewise, forming a kind of early supporter.

»J< CON STAB VLARII: HYBERNIE.

Beaded borders.
cf. Vetusta Monumenta, vol. i, pi. xxx, f. 21.

Theobaldus de Verdon
[8th Baron de Verdon, A.D. 1309-1314],

Constable of Ireland.
6496. [A.D. 1313]. Reel: fine, imperfect. [Harl. ch. 57 c 25].
o. Same as the obverse of his father, see No. 6495, with

addition to the field of a diaper lozengy, with a pellet in each space.
SIG . . LVM THEOBALDI.

r. Same as the rev. of the seal above mentioned, with the 
addition of a small bird on each side at the top of the shield; that 
on the r.h. side wanting; and below the shield, on each side, a 
wavy sprig of foliage.

»j< ....... VLARII : HYBERNIE.

Engr. in Vetusta Monumenta, vol. i, pi. xxx, f. 21, for the 
father's seal, but with the diaper on the rev.

1 The Ancestor, vii, 229.
2 This seal appears upon the Burous' letter to the Pope.
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James de Audeleye.
" Seigneur de Rouge Chaustell et de Heleye," co. Salop.
7026. [Temp. Edw. III]. Green: very imperfect. About Ii 

in. when perfect. [Harl. ch. 45 E. 38].
A shield of arms, couche; fretty, for a fret, Audley. Crest on 

a helmet with grating, and lambrequin, a (griffin's ?) head and 
wings erect. Background diapered fretty with a small annulet at 
each intersection, and a quatrefoil in each space.

James de Audedelega, al. Audeley
2nd Baron. Ob. A.D. 1271.

7025. [A.D. 1259]. Plaster cast from chipped impression, 
if in. [bcxxii, 30].

A shield of arms: fretty. Background diapered with a double 
reticulated pattern.

SIGILL' : IACOBI : DE : AVDEDELEGA.

James de Audithele, or Audelega, 
of Berkhampstead, co. Herts. Secretum. 

7028. [Temp. Hen. III]. Mottled green: fine, well preserved 
i in. [Add. ch. 15,469].

A shield of arms, fretty, for a fret, Audley. On a tree between 
two wavy branches of elegant design

t|< LE SECRE : IAMES : DE AVDITHELE.

Beaded border.

Nicholaus de Audeleye [8th Baron Audley, of Heleigh.] 
5627. [A.D. 1314]. Red: very fine, I in. [Add. ch. 20,558]. 
To the i. In Armour: hauberk of mail, surcoat, sword, shield 

of arms, plumed helmet. Horse galloping, caparisoned and 
plumed. Armorial bearings of hauberk, shield and caparisons: 
fretty, Audley.

S' NICHOLAI . DE . AVDELEYE.

Beaded borders.

John Trussel, of Cublesdon, co. Staff.
*3>993- [A.D. 1337]. Red: fine, well preserved, i 1/16 in. 

[Cott. ch. xxix, 87].
A shield of arms, couche: fretty, on each joint a bezant, 

Trussel. Crest on a helmet, and short mantling or lambrequin, out 
of a ducal coronet an ass's head. The background replenished 
with oak leaves slipped springing from the panel work. Within a 
finely carved gothic panel, with open tracery at the sides, ogee 
arches at top and bottom, and small quatrefoils along the inner 
edge.
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s' : IOH'IS : TRVSSEL : DE : CVBLESDONE: 
Beaded border.
The arms of Trussell were originally Argent a cross formee 

fleury Gules; but on his marriage with Rose daughter and heiress 
of William Pantolph. lord of Cubblestone (now Kibblestone), Sir 
William Trussell of Mershton, co. Northampton, assumed the 
Pantolph coat Argent fretty Gules, bezantee. 1

William Pantolph, baron of Wemme, married Alina daughter 
of Nicholas de Verdon, grandson of Bertram de Verdon, lord of 
Alton, co. Stafford, temp. William the Conqueror; but I am unable 
to establish the connection between the two Pantolphs. 2

John de Crophull married Isabell daughter and co-heir of 
Theobald, lord of Verdon, fifth in descent from the said Bertram, 3 
and we find that Raffe Crophill bore Argent a saltire Gules fretty 
Or. 4

The origin of the arms of Trussell is beyond our scope, but it is 
possible it may be doubly canting, with allusion to trestle, tressel, 
or trussel; the bezant being a coin of Byzantium, probably intro 
duced as a charge in heraldry by the crusaders. It must not, 

however, be overlooked that a trellis 
clouee coat is hardly distinguishable 
from one fretty charged with bezants; 
and the writer is somewhat suspicious 
as to the true blazoning of the Trussell 
coat.

Holme in his Academy, iii, 354, de 
scribes a " sawing tressel " as " two 
pieces of Joyce set salterwise," and if 
any reader will draw six squares, 2,2 & 2, 
fill each with a saltire and draw there 
over an early shaped shield the result will 
be a fretty coat correctly depicted.

The secondary meaning, now obsolete, 
of a trussell was a puncheon for making

the impress of a coin, it was the upper iron or mould, the lower 
being called a pile. The " flan," or disc of metal, being placed

1 N. &  Q., is. viii, 412. For pedigree of Trussell see Dugdale's Warwick 
shire, 537.

2 Burton's Leicestershire, 196.
3 Ibid.
4 Echv. Ill Roll.

TRUSSEL.

Argent, fretty Gules, 
bezantee.
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on the " pile," the " trussell " was applied to the upper side of it 
by means of a twisted wand, or by the hand, and the moneyer 
then struck the end of the puncheon with the hammer until the 
impression was produced on the " flan." 1

The suggestion conveyed by Trussell, trestle, saltire and fretty, 
is perhaps far-fetched and may be no more than a coincidence, 
but our ancestors in mediaeval times revelled in symbolism, often 
of a very obscure kind. It was the literature of an illiterate age, 
as only the few could then read the written book.

Burke gives: 
Muccleston Vert, on a fesse between 3 greyhounds' heads 

erased argent, 3 crosses pat6e gules. No ancient user can be found.

IV. THE CHURCH.

Preceding the present edifice Thurstaston has had two 
churches. Of the first not a stone remains in situ nor, as 
far as the writer can perceive, has a single fragment of 
carving been preserved in any wall or building in the 
parish; searches among the collections at the Bodleian, 
the Free Library, Liverpool, and the documents at the 
Diocesan Registry, Chester, yield nothing, except that in 
1671 the chancel was in bad repair; so that the author is 
driven to make up such an account as is possible from the 
earlier printed labours of others. 2

The earliest record of a church is about 1125, when 
Matthew de Ruelant (i.e. of Rhuddlan) granted the 
" church " to the abbey of St. Werburgh, Chester, the gift 
(this time as a " chapel ") being confirmed by his son. 3

1 cf. New English Dictionary.
2 Gastrell's Notilia Cestr. (diet. Soc.); Lysons' Cheshire (in " Magna Bri 

tannia," 1810); Ormerod's Hist of Cheshire (ed.T. Helsby, 1882); W. Mortimer's 
Wirral (1847); Sulley's Wirral (1889); W. F. Irvine's Notes on the Parish 
Churches of Wirral (Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., xlvii, 134); and Rackham's 
MS. Note Book, now at Thurstaston, in the vestry.

3 Chartulary of Chester Abbey (Chetham Soc. M.S., LXXIX), Pt. i, 48, 125.
Matheus de Ruelant dedit ecclcsiam de Thurstancstonacum suis pertinentiis 

quando Simon frater ejus factus est monachus. Teste Roberto de Petraponte 
multisque aliis (1121-29).

Willelmus filius Mathei de Thurstautona quiete clamauit ecclesie saucte 
Werburge capellam de Thurstanton imperpetuum.


