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THE ANCIENT MANORS OF WHITTINGTON. 

By Col. W. H. Chippindall.

IN this Society's Transactions Ixxiii. p. 225 the present 
writer cited some evidence to show that the ancient 

manor of Thirnby had been split in two and one part added 
to the county of Westmorland whilst the other part was 
added to Lancashire.

Since that account was written more Thirnby place- 
names have come to light in the Lancashire portion, viz., 
the three fields north-north-east of Sellet Mill are known 
as Higher Thirnby, whilst Thirnby Wood is just south of 
fields called Great Thirnby which lie partly in Westmor 
land and partly in Lancashire. Another long field, on 
the east side of the road from Kirkby Lonsdale to Whitting- 
ton, extending from near the point in the road marked 185 
on the six-inch Ordnance map to beyond the boundary of 
the county, bears the names of Far Jagger Thirnby, Near 
Jagger Thirnby and Thirnby Parrock. This, it is sub 
mitted, adds to the evidence that Holmehouse and Sellet 
Mill were part of the ancient hamlet of Thirnby. There 
is also the further consideration that a mill was one of the 
peculiar possessions of a manor, and as Sellet was never a 
manor the present mill is most probably that which 
belonged to the undoubted manor of Thirnby.

The boundary of Thirnby is lost, but from a careful 
consideration of the statements in the Cockersand Chartul- 
ary and the field-names of the Sellet Hall estate the writer 
has come to the conclusion that the boundary passed south 
of Sellet Hall and over the top of Great Sellet down toward 
the river Lune by Calebank Barn, thus enclosing Holme- 
house tenement.
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The first estate definitely mentioned as being in Thirnby 
is that belonging to Richard de Cansfield in 1271-2 ; l then 
in 1283 David de Haverington and Ralph de Patton hold 
Thirnby and render 66s. 8d. yearly, 2 and as the Harring- 
tons were the heirs of the Cansfields this last holding 
probably contained the Cansfield property. In 1359 Sir 
John Harrington of Farleton died and his inquisition post 
mortem states that he was seised of a rent of 66s. 8d. from 
free tenants in Whittington and that he held under John 
de Harrington of Aldingham; 3 here the similarity of the 
rents points to Thirnby as the property in question. This 
estate descended to the Harringtons of Hornby Castle, and 
on their attainder would be part of the lands given by 
King Henry VII to Sir Edward Stanley, afterwards the 
first Lord Mounteagle, and appears to be his so called 
'manor of Whittington,' though he was not entitled to claim 
any manor there. It included Sellet, for which Mr. Baynes 
of Sellet Hall paid a rent of 155. a year to Lord Mount- 
eagle. 4

In the ninth year of Charles I there was a suit 
Thomas Cams esq. v. Rowland Bordrigg and others, about 
tenements in Whittington, in which, among others,Thomas 
Brabin of Whittington, gent., aged 69, deposed that his 
late father Henry Brabin had bought lands of Lord Morley 
in Whittington and conveyed the same to Christopher 
Cams and to Anne Cams, wife of the complainant, their 
heirs etc. 5 Thus the seignory over Sellet and part of 
Thirnby passed to the Cams family and was added to 
their manor of Westhall, in which they became merged. 
See later for Westhall manor.)

1 V. C. Hist, Lanes, viii. 243.
2 Inq. p. m. on William de Lindsay, see Lanes. Ing. and Extents (Lanes, and 

Chesh. Record Soc.) i. 256.
3 V. C. Hist. Lanes, viii. 243, n. 39.
4 V. C. Hist. Lanes, viii. 247.
5 P.R.O. Duchy of Lane. Depositions 9 Chas. I. No. 20. I have to thank the 

editor for this and subsequent Record Office documents.
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THE MANOR OF LATHEBOTE OR GARNEYGARTH.

That these two manors were the same under different 
names at different times can be shown by first identify 
ing Lathebote, an estate which Robert son of Gilmichael 
possessed; and this can be done by examining the gift 
of Paulin de Lathebote to the abbey of Cockersand as 
shown in the Chartulary of that abbey and also the gifts 
made by Robert son of Gilmichael to the same abbey; 
then a comparison of the field names mentioned in those 
charters with the field names on the tithe map will show 
roughly the situation of this tract of land which used to 
be called Lathebote.

The Whittington charters of Cockersand abbey com 
mence at page 940 of the Chartulary (printed by the 
Chetham Society) and are eleven in number, each being 
numbered in succession, so that it will be most convenient 
to refer to them by these numbers. The charter of Paulin 
de Lathebote is No. 8 and he gives six and a half acres all 
lying in Lathebote. By tabulating the names of the 
fields in which his gifts lay and tabulating corresponding 
tithe map names we get the undershown table of com 
parison.

Modern Tithe Map names. 
Gatelands, on the south-east

side of Sellet Bank.
Guilda, a large field due east of 

Low Hall rising from a level of 
125 feet to a top 175 feet high.

i do. under Scalebank ridding Scale bank, the next field north 
west of Guilda also rising to a 
top of 175 feet; in it is the mod 
ern Johnson's wood.

Two lanes leading from Whitting 
ton to Burrow Mill ford and 
to Coneygarth ford. Botchy 
fallows is named in a deed of 
the year 1700, Botchaf allows 
on an estate map of 1774 and

Paulin de Lathebote's gift. 
acre i rood in Scathagate

ridding 
acre upon Gildhead moor

i do. in Twa-wendings and 
Bochards fallow.
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-| do. under Gildhead. 
| do. upon Burwains.

i do. upon Burtrebcryh.

Butchers fallows in the tithe 
map. This field lies between 
the two lanes not far from the 
river.

Guilda, as above.
Borrons, the second field parallel 

with and south of Burrow Mill 
Lane and the Holmes.

Beautifer, three fields west of 
Hosticle Larie and north of the 
Highouse. (See later as to this 
name.)

Unidentified.

. Beautifer (from tithe map of 1845).

I do. between the brooks.

The evolution of the name Beautifer is worth a moment's 
consideration as it is well authenticated by the documents. 
We have seven examples of the name at different dates  
six from the Cockersand Chartulary and the other from 
the Royalist Composition Papers, giving the following 
equation: 

1194-1207 Beuthreberg. \ 
1200-1230 Burtreberyh. | 

1451 Burtrebregh'. 
1461 Burtrebergh. 
1501 Burtontrebrek. 
1537 Burtontrebrek. 
1649 Bowertribar.

Further, in the charter (No. 2) of Robert [son of Gil- 
michael] circa 1194-1207 land is given as follows : Two 
acres in Godfrey's croft, half an acre under Gildhead, half 
an acre by Newton upon [the bank of] Lune and half an 
acre in Bramfeet. Here again we find Gildhead, now 
represented by Guilda; land near Newton, which is far 
from Thirnby and Sellet; and Bramfeet, now represented 
by Bramfield, the modern name of seven fields which lie 
between the river Lune and Sellet Mill Beck adjacent to 
Scalebank.

In No. 6 charter, also by Robert son of Gilmichael, Lune 
wath is mentioned and is probably the ford at the foot of 
Burrow Mill Lane, though it may be Coneygarth ford
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further south and close to the boundary of Newton; at 
any rate a long way from Thirnby.

If this identification of field names is accepted, we find 
that Lathebote extended from the boundary of Newton 
northwards along the river Lune up to the ancient Thirnby 
and formed a roughly triangular area extending up through 
the village of Whittington to Beautifer, which it included, 
leaving the manor of Westhall on its south-west and west 
sides.

This estate appears to have been held by a Saxon 
family which had accepted the Norman king after the 
Conquest and, at this period, was held of the king in 
thegnage by the service of 35. 4^. per annum. This 
service of 35. 4^. (sometimes given as 40^.) should be noted 
as it will help to identify Lathebote later on.

Robert son of Gilmichael died in 1207 leaving a son and 
heir William, under age, who is referred to in the survey 
of 1212 as holding one carucate of land in Whittington for 
which he renders 40^.* He had come of age by the year 
1219, as in that year on the fourth of February he, by 
final concord, quit-claimed to Gilbert fitz-Reinfred, baron 
of Kendal, his holding of one carucate of land in Lathebote. 2

Now according to the Testa de Nevil the land of Whit 
tington is said to have been held prior to 1212 by Adam de 
Yseni as to five carucates and by Robert son of Gilmichael 
as to one carucate, which make the six carucates at which 
the township was rated; and this record adds that Adam 
de Yseni had given his five carucates to Gilbert fitz- 
Reinfred. Hence by 1219 the baron of Kendal had got 
the whole of the land of this township into his hand.

Gilbert fitz-Reinfred now appears to have formed, or 
possibly re-formed, three manors out of this township, viz: 
One, which he probably gave to the de Copeland family, 
known as the manor of Westhall; one he left in the hands

1 Lanes. Inq. and Extents (Lanes, arid Chesh. Record Soc.) i. 90. 
8 Lanes. Fines (Lanes, and Chesh. Record Soc.) i. 42.



The Ancient Manors of WMttington. 243

of the Saxon family of Richard son of Roger and now 
represented by Newton with Docker; whilst the third, 
which comprised Lathebote, he kept in his own hands and 
added Thirnby to it, thus including Sellet in this manor.

To make the above statements clear it is necessary to 
follow the fortunes of each of these families. Commencing 
therefore with the baron of Kendal, we find that Gilbert 
fitz-Reinfred died in 1219-20 leaving a son and heir 
William, who assumed his mother's name of de Lancaster; 
but he died without issue and his estates were divided 
between his two sisters, viz., Helwise, who married Peter 
de Bruce, had as her share the lands which subsequently 
became known as the Marquis fee; and Alice, who married 
William de Lindesey, received as her share the lands sub 
sequently known as the Richmond fee, in which Whitting- 
ton was included.

The Lindsey portion after three descents passed to 
Christiana de Lindesey as heir to her brother; she was 
16 years of age on the 25th of March 1283 and was married 
to Ingleram de Guines, lord of Coucy in France, who 
received seisin of her lands in that year. In the year 
1297 he is recorded as holding of the earl of Lancaster 
I2| carucates of land by barony.

In the extent of the lands of Thomas, earl of Lancaster, 
made for the year Michaelmas 1323 to Michaelmas 1324, 
there is recorded:" rent of Ingram de Gynes for his tene 
ments in Whittington which Gilmighel formerly held, 35. 
^d." 1 This again indicates the holding to be Lathebote.

Ingram died in 17 Edw. II [I324] 2 leaving two sons (i) 
William de Gynes, known as de Coucy, aged 36 years, and 
(ii) Robert de Gynes, who had this manor of Whittington. 
The elder brother died in or before 1339 leaving two sons 
(a) William de Gynes or de Coucy and (b) Ingram de Gynes. 
When the French war broke out in 1337, the above-

1 Lanes. Inq. and Extents (Lanes, and Chesh. Record Soc). ii. 170
2 Ibid. ii. 164.
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named Robert de Gynes adhered to the French king ; 
hence his lands, including his manor of Whittington (i.e. 
Lathebote), were forfeited to the Crown and were given 
into the custody of his nephew William de Gynes for life, 
as he had retained his English allegiance. This William, 
whose holding was defined as the third part of the manor 
of Whittington, died in 1342 without issue, and though his 
brother Ingram was found heir and of full age by inqui 
sition -post mortem 17 Edward III, yet, as he also had 
adhered to the French king, the lands once more reverted 
to the Crown and were granted to Mary de St. Pol, countess 
of Pembroke, for life,and after her term to Aymer Darcy 
for life.

During the term of Aymer Darcy, in 1346, an extent of 
the lands of the duke of Lancaster was made, and we 
therein find that Aymer Darcy held " one carucate of 
land in Whittington by the service of half a fee and the 
sixth part of a knight's fee, rendering yearly zs. 6d. at the 
term of Midsummer for ward of the Castle." Also " Ado- 
marus Darcy renders to the lord for the said carucate of 
land in Whitinton as above 35. 4^. at the four terms and 
suit of county and wapentake and puture." 1 The rent 
of 35. \A. points to the Lathebote estate as being the 
carucate of land.

On the determination of Aymer Darcy's interest this 
manor of Whittington was granted to Sir John de Coup- 
land and Joan his wife, for their lives, in part of the reward 
of £500 a year granted to Sir John for having taken David, 
king of Scotland, prisoner at the battle of Neville's 
Cross. Sir John de Coupland died in or before 1363 and 
his wife Joan died in 1365. 2

In the meanwhile the before-mentioned Ingram de Gynes, 
who was found heir to his brother William in 17 Edw. Ill, 
had married Katherine daughter of Leopold, duke of

1 Lanes. /».;. and Extents (Record Soc.) iii. 152.
2 Surtees Soc., Wills and Iiw. i, 29.
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Austria, and by her had a son Ingram de Coney, a most 
valiant knight who won the favour of King Edward III 
and was married to his daughter Isabella. He had the 
family estates restored to him and received this third of 
the manor of Whittington on the death of Joan de Coup- 
land in 1365.

This Ingram de Coucyleft two daughters co-heirs, viz: 
Mary married to Robert de Barr and Philippa married to 
Robert de Vere, who was created duke of Ireland. 
Robert and Philippa received Whittington in their share 
of the lands, but both of them dying without issue this 
third of the manor of Whittington again reverted to the 
Crown.

It was then given to John Duke of Bedford, who in turn 
died without issue and it once more fell to the Crown.

In 1453 it was given to Edmund Tudor, earl of Rich 
mond, and in 1487 to Margaret, countess of Richmond, 
who died in 1509, when it descended to her grandson, 
King Henry VIII, and was granted on lease to Sir Thomas 
Parr, in 1513, for a term of forty years. In 1547 it was 
granted to William Parr, marquis of Northampton, about 
which time a rental was made showing the names of the 
tenants of this manor and their rents as follows: 

RENTAL temp. HENRY VIII [no date]. 
(P.R.O. Rentals and Surveys Portfolio 19, No. 7. 

fo. 47.
Rents of tenants in Whittington. £ s. d. 

Reginald Abotherwyke [Bordrigg] . . . . . . 82
Gilbert North . . . . . . . . . . 82
Robert, John, William and Thomas Robynson . . 7 10 
Richard Newton, gent, [he occupied the capital

messuage] .. .. .. .. .. ..4173
do. do. do. (King Wyfe house) . . . . 24

Miles Bayley [his tenement was Holmehouse in
Trurnby] . . . . . . .. . . .. 72

Reginald Thorntou . . .. .. .. .. 43
Christopher Burroughe .. .. .'. .. 82
Reginald Banes (King Wyfe house) .. .. .. 24
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Agnes Johnson widow (King Wyfe house) . . 26
John Johnson ( do. do. do. ) . . . . 26
Reginald Banes . . . . . . . . I pair of gloves

Total £7 10 8
i pair of gloves.

Regarding this it should be noted that Miles Bay ley's 
tenement was Holmehouse in the ancient manor of Thirnby, 
as there is a deed, in the possession of Mr. Theodore Harris, 
by John Bayly of Holmehouse, dated 6 Dec. 1589, which 
speaks of his tenement as being " of the inheritance of the 
Queen's Majesty now in the fee-farming of Francis Tunstall 
esquire," and thus proves that part of Thirnby had been 
added to the manor of Lathebote.

In 1554 a grant of this manor was made to Henry earl 
of Cumberland for a term of twenty-one years; but just 
before this term expired, viz: in 1573, this ancient manor, 
under the name of Garneygarth or Grangegarth, was sold 
by Queen Elizabeth to Richard Robson and another (who 
were probably agents for Francis Tunstall) to be held " of 
the manor of East Greenwich in common socage and not 
by knight's service," rendering £6 us. lod. yearly. The 
grant may be seen on the Patent Rolls of the year. (No. 
1103).

Thus the local manorial character came to an end, and 
this property became a set of nine tenements held in socage 
by Francis Tunstall of Thurland Castle. These tenements 
are specified in the grant by Queen Elizabeth and are 
practically identical with those in the rental of Henry 
VIII given above, viz:

Garney Garth alias Grange Garth, sometimes i 
called a manor or capital messuage in Whittiiig-1 . 
ton with lands etc., formerly in the occupation j ^ I("* ^ 
of Thomas Newton, gentleman, of yearly value] 

The tenement of Reginald Thornton rent . . 43 
do. of Myles Baylie, rent. . . . . . 7 >
do. Robert Robinson, the relict of) 

Thomas Robinson and the relict of John Rob- [  7 10 
inson rent
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The tenement of the relict of Reginald Brodrigge,
rent .. .. .. .. .. . . 82

do. of Gilbert North, rent .. .. 82
do. of Christopher Buroghe, rent .. 82 
do. of John Johnson and Joan Johnson, 
widow, rent . . .. .. .. .. 50

do, of Reginald Baynes, rent .. .. 24

Total £6 10 10

If this rental be compared with the previous one it will 
be seen that the property dealt with is the same, though 
there is a slight variation in the rental of the capital 
messuage.

Queen Elizabeth appears to have exercised some man 
orial rights in connection with this property, as on 23 
November 23 Eliz. [1580] a commission was given to Sir 
Richard Sherburne and others to go to the manor of 
Whittington alias Garnegarth and summon Francis Tuns- 
tall, esq., and William Adcocke and other tenants and 
apportion rents for divers encroachment^ on the waste.

The return was: The tenants (by one Richard Johnson) 
said they could not agree on any rents. The commissioners 
therefore hxed rents. [But no schedule is given.] 1

In 1584, Francis Tunstall was engaged in disputes with 
Lord Morley and Elizabeth his wife, and he stated that 
there was no "manor of Whittington" known at that time 
absolutely, though that name was commonly applied to 
his manor of Garnygarth.

In 1585 a tine was levied in the Palatinate Court of the 
Duchy of Lancaster by which Francis Tunstall and Ann 
his wife and Thomas Newton and Margaret his wife sold 
the capital messuage and tenement (calling it a manor) to 
Henry Brabin.

This Henry Brabin in his will dated 12 April 1613, 
proved 14 March 1616-17, describes himself as of Whit 
tington Hall, which was probably the small house on the

1 P.R.O. Duchy of Lane. Special Commissions, 307; Whittington.
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site of the present hall, or possibly Low Hall; and he also 
calls this property a manor and bequeaths it to his eldest 
son Thomas for life with remainder to his grandson Henry.1

The property remained in the Brabin family and descend 
ed to the great-grandson Thomas Brabin, who compounded 
for it on 31 May 1649, when his lands (i.e. those belonging 
to the capital messuage of Garney Garth) are described as 
lands called " Bowertribar, Garney garth, New Close" and 
other parcels of land lying in Whittington, also " Neither 
Blaze, Beanelands and Beckside, Cyresmyre and a parcel 
of ground called Garney lands,'' all lying in Whittington.on 
which a crown rent of £4 was payable.- Now Beckside, 
New Close and Cyersmoor are shown on the tithe map as 
lying between Coneygarth Lane and the boundary of New 
ton, thus strengthening the proof that these lands are 
part of the ancient Lathebote estate.

From 1638 down to 1650 there are several tines showing 
that these Brabins were parting, slowly, with their lands. 
On 14 January 1650-1 Thomas Brabin,who had compound 
ed with the Commonwealth, was buried at Whittington, 
leaving a son and heir, also a Thomas Brabin, aged one year, 
and as he would not be of age until 1670 this frittering 
away of the estate was retarded, but by 1691 it recom 
menced with a fine of 27 March 3 Will, and Mary [1691] 
between Sir Thomas Fowle, knight, plaintiff and Thomas 
Brabyn, gent., defore'of a messuage, a garden, 5«. land, 
25«. meadow, 5oa. pasture and common of pasture for all 
cattle in Whittington. Deforciant remitted all right to 
plaintiff, who gave £"i6o 3 . By 1698 the Brabin family had 
parted with Whittington Hall and its lands, as by the will 
of John Rawlinson, of Gray's Inn, dated 3 June, 1698*, he 
bequeaths this hall and lands to " some son of my nephew 
William Rawlinson'' who should conform to and profess the

1 Richmond Wills (Somerset House).
3 P.R.O., Committee foi Compounding; G.2i8, p. 183,187.
3 P.R.O. Pal. of Lane. F. of R, 17, 226.
4 Somerset House, P.C.C. (Noel, 87).
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doctrine of the Church of England within seven years of 
the testator's death. These Rawlinsons were Quakers, but 
Thomas Rawlinson, the eldest son, conformed and became 
the owner of Whittington Hall and the lands, which all 
descended to his heiress Mary who married J ohn Sunder- 
land of Little Croft, Diversion. From the Sunderlands it 
passed to Richard Atkinson of Kirkby Lonsdale, a wealthy 
West Indian merchant, who soon sold it to Thomas Greene, 
M.P. for Lancaster. Mr. Greene pulled down the old hall 
and built the existing spacious hall and made a park 
surrounding it; the property remains (June, 1924) in the 
hands of his descendants.

The other eight tenements of the manor of Lathebote or 
Garneygarth appear to have been sold by Francis Tunstall 
to the Carus family, who added them to their manor of 
Westhall and probably bought the seignory from Charles I, 
as that impecunious monarch would be willing to raise 
money in any way he could. This much, however, is 
certain: that in the year 1654, when the Carus family » 
settled the customs of their manor, these eight tenements , 
were included in the list of tenements and from that period 
onwards the lords of Westhall admitted tenants and 
received the fines and services due from those tenants.

MANOR OF WESTHALL.

Another third of the manor of Whittington, which 
subsequently became known as the manor of Westhall, 
was held by the Copeland family of Bolton in Copeland 
in south Cumberland. At what date they first acquired 
it does not appear; but Richard de Copeland, who married 
Alice daughter and co-heir of John de Thrimby or de 
Thirnby, is probably the first to have owned it. He was 
a follower of Gilbert ntz-Reinfred in the barons' war 
against King John and, at the submission of the barons, 
one of his daughters was given as a hostage for the good
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behaviour of fitz-Reinfred. 1 His eldest son and heir, Alan 
de Copeland, held Bolton in Copeland and a quarter of the 
manor of Kirkby Lonsdale, as appears from the Inq. p. m. 
on William de Lindesey in 1282; also land in Whittington 
which was to be charged with dower for his daughter-in- 
law (Alice daughter of John de Kirkby), to which she refers 
in her charter circa 1250. 2 In 1276 he also concorded with 
Adam son of Richard de Berewyk as to a toft and 60 acres 
of land in Whittington. 3

He was succeeded by his son Richard de Copeland who 
had married the above named Alice de Kirkby, on whom 
he had settled zoos, of rent in Whittington. He died in 
1298 leaving a son and heir Alan de Copeland nearly of 
full age.

In the year 1300 this Alan de Copeland gave his manor 
of Whittington and the advowson of two thirds of the 
church to Sir John Huddleston of Millum,4 in whose 
family it remained for nearly 300 years as a possession of 
a junior branch. This branch ended in an heiress, Anne 
Huddleston, who married, at Whittington on 26 November 
1589, Thomas eldest son of Christopher Cams of Halton 
Hall.

In the lirst part of this paper it has been explained how 
the manor of Westhall, when in the Carus ownership, was 
augmented by the purchase of Sellet and part of the old 
Thirnby manor which had come to the Lord Mounteagle 
and Moiiey; but it is worthy of note that the customs of 
the manor of Hornby were said to be observed with regard 
to these lands in the depositions already quoted. No 
customs have yet appeared regarding the manor of Garney- 
garth which was annexed to the Westhall manor.

In the original manor of Westhall, however, the tenants 
appear to have been customary tenants from whom

1 Farrer, Lanes. Pipe Rolls, 258.
2 Hist. MSS. Com., I2th Report, App. vii, 5.
3 Laacs. and Ciiesh. Record Soc., Assize Rolls, i, 131.
4 Lanes, and Chesh. Record Soc., Feel of Fines, i. 197, note.
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arbitrary lines were exacted,]as is shown by the deposition 
of one Edward Cockin of Whittington, aged 70 in 1635, 
who deposed that he bought a house of i6d. rent from his 
brother Marmaduke Cockin and paid a line of £6 in spite 
of his protest. 1 Naturally such lines were considered 
tyrannical by the tenants, and when the Commonwealth 
government was in power and the Carus family were 
being mulcted as Roman Catholics and Royalists, the 
tenants banded themselves together under the leadership 
of John Foxcroft, a lawyer and tenant, and for £670 
obtained an indenture dated 20 October 1654 from the 
Carus family (viz: from Thomas Carus the elder, Thomas 
Carus the younger, and Christopher Carus, son of Thomas 
the younger and grandson of Thomas the elder) by which 
the fines and customs of the manor were hrst reduced to 
writing; this fact accounts for the earliest extant court roll 
of the manor dating from i&54. 2 But when Charles II 
was restored the tenants appear to have had fears that this 
indenture might be invalidated; they therefore exhibited 
a bill in the Chancery of the Palatinate of Lancaster in 
Hilary Term 15 Chas. II [1663], Rowland Bordrigg and 
others plaintiffs v. Thomas Carus and Mary his wife and 
Christopher Carus and Mary his wife, defendants. The 
defendants acknowledged the indenture of 1654 and the 
court made a decree (confirming the terms of the inden 
ture) on the 30th of June 1663. 3 The customs as settled 
are given in the Vict. County History of Lancashire.

This manor remained in the Carus family until the year 
1732, in which year Mr. Carus of Halton Hall sold it to 
William Bordrigg of Whittington for £540.

William Bordrigg died intestate and without issue in 
1760 and this manor was held in equal shares by his three 
sisters, Anne, Ellen and Alice.

1 Duchy Lane. Dep. 10 Cbas. I. No. 15.
2 Vict. C. Hist. Lanes., viii, 246.
3 From an Inspexiinus in the possession of Mr. Theodore Harris.
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Alice Bordrigg on i6th February, 1734, married Oliver 
North, whose son and heir Miles North inherited his 
mother's third share.

Ann Bordrigg died unmarried and bequeathed her 
share to the said Miles North, her nephew.

Ellen Bordrigg married John Smith of Arkholme on 5 
June, 1740, and he sold his wife's third share to the said 
Miles North in 1796. Thus Miles North became the sole 
owner and the manor devolved on his descendants, of 
whom Brigadier-General B. N. North, C.B., C.V.O., of 
Newton Hall, is the present representative.

NEWTON WITH DOCKER.

The last third of the manors of Whittington was that 
now known as Newton with Docker, and appears to have 
belonged to a native family which had accepted the Norman 
king. Ravenkil son of Raganald is the first of this 
family to be named, as he attested the charter of Roger of 
Poitou to the monks of Lancaster in 1094; he was also a 
holder of lands in Woodplumpton. His son Roger gave 
land in Linacre to the Hospital of Jerusalem and was the 
father of Richard who died in I2OI. 1

This Richard son of Roger married Margaret daughter 
and co-heir of Thurstan Banastre and was the founder of 
Lytham Priory. Margaret is named in her husband's 
charter of 1-5 Richard i [1189-94]. 2 Richard had five 
daughters and was fined £100 for marrying his eldest 
daughter, Matilda, without the King's licence. This fine 
is accounted for in the Pipe Roll of 1179-80. His children 
were: 

(i) Matilda, married to Sir Robert de Stockport, who 
died in 1205 leaving a son and heir, Robert de Stockport, 
whose inquisition post mortem is dated 27 March, 1249, who 
also left a son and heir, Robert de Stockport of full age,

1 Farrer, Lanes. Pipe Rolls, 44. 
J Ibid. 346, 348.



The Ancient Manors of Wliiiliiigton. 253

who had livery of his lands by writ dated 4 May, 1248, 
having given 335. \d. for his relief. He died in 1292, 
leaving a daughter and heiress, Joan, who married Sir 
Nicholas de Eton.

(ii) Quinilda, was married twice, first to Jordan cle 
Thornhill and secondly to Roger Gernet of Halton. She, 
however, died without issue in 1252, when an inquisition 
post mortem, held on 13 May, found that her heirs were 
Robert de Stockport and Sir Ralph de Betham, great- 
nephew and nephew respectively, and that she held in 
chief of the heirs of Sir William de Lindesey 5| bovates of 
land in Whittington by the service of 45. ^d. In June, 
1252, her heirs paid 405. and had livery of her lands.

(iii) Margaret, married in 1206 to Hugh de Morton, 
died s.p.

(iv) Avice, married in 1201 to William de Millum; 
both died s.p. before 1235.

(v) Amuria, married before 1206, to Thomas de 
Bethum, on whom an inquisition post mortem was held 
on 17 April, 1249, which found Sir Ralph de Bethum to be 
his son and heir. In 1252 this Sir Ralph was found to be 
one of the heirs of his aunt the Lady Quinilda. He died 
8 March, 1254, ancl his daughter Joan, who was seven and 
a half years old, was found to be his heir by inquisition 
post mortem held on 8 June, 1254, when it was stated that 
he held j\ bovates of land in Whittington of Walter de 
Lindesey by the service of 6s. 8^d. Joan, however, died 
shortly afterwards and her uncle Robert, brother to Sir 
Ralph, was found heir and had livery of his lands on 5 
March, 1257. He was living in 1283 and was dead in 
1297, when his heirs rendered 8s. 8d. for the lands in Botle. 
He had a son and heir Thomas de Betham, who appears 
in an inquisition a. q. d. of the year 1300 regarding the 
proposed gift of the church of Whittington to the Prior of 
Cartmel. This Thomas was knight of the shire for West 
morland in 30 Edw. I and in 2, 4, 5, and 7 Edw. II.
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Thomas was succeeded by his brother Sir Ralph de 
Betham, who is named in the extent of the lands of the 
duke of Lancaster made 20 May, 1346, 1 and in the minis 
ter's account of the same in 1348.2

From the above it will be seen that the heirs to this 
manor were Robert de Stockport and Sir Ralph de Betham 
in the year 1252. Thomas de Betham does not appear 
by his Inq. p.m. in 1249 to have held any land here; but 
his son Sir Ralph de Betham is returned in his Inq. p.m. 
on 8 June, 1254, as holding j\ bovates, which may be 
regarded as the nominal carucate generally mentioned in 
the extents of these lands as a holding in Whittington.

If this is so it would appear that in the division of the 
lady Quinilda's estate Robert de Stockport had taken 
other lands in south Lancashire for his portion and left 
the Whittington land to Sir Ralph de Betham.

Now the Lady Quinilda and her sisters held the manor 
of Aughton in the hundred of West Derby, and in the year 
1235 there is a fine by which they sold the advowson of the 
church at Aughton to Blethin de Aughton and his son 
Madoc. 3 Later, in 1258 and 1259, we find Madoc de 
Aughton bringing law suits against William Sturnall and 
Walter de Lindesey regarding land in Whittington; from 
which the conclusion may be drawn that the manor of 
Newton with Docker had been sold or given to this Madoc 
by the heirs of the Lady Quinilda. Madoc, however, sold it 
by fine on 3 November, 1259,* to Walter de Lindesey, 
who was the chief lord of the fee; he having now got this 
manor into his own hands appears to have enfeoffed one 
of the Morthings, who were military tenants under him in 
south-west Cumberland.

This appears in the extent of 1346 (quoted above) in 
which, under the head of Whittington, we read : " Ado-

1 Lanes. Inq. and Extents (Record Soc.), in. 91, 92, in, 112.
2 Ibid, iii, 178,179.
3 Lanes. Feet of Fines (Record Soc.), i. 63.
4 Ibid. i. 131.
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marus Darcy renders for the said carucate of land in 
Whittington as above 35. 4^. at the four terms and suit of 
county and wapentake and puture. William de Morthing 
holds a carucate of land and John de Hotelston a carucate 
in Witinton, which are held by knight's service as above 
and suit of county and wapentake." 1 We know that 
Huddleston held the Westhall manor and Aymar Darcy 
had received the escheated manor of Lathebote from the 
king, hence William de Morthing must, at this period, 
have been in possession of the third manor, viz: Newton 
with Docker.

The next record (in point of time) which appears, is that 
contained in the inquisition post mortem on Thomas 
Tunstall, chivaler, of Thurland, held at Lancaster on 25 
January, 1416, which states that among other possessions 
" he was seised of the manor of Newton and Hoburthornes 
and held it of John, duke of Bedford, in socage and by a 
rent of one pound of pepper a year, which is worth beyond 
reprises loos. The said Thomas Tunstall died on Tuesday 
before the feast of St. Martin the Bishop last past 
[5 November 1415]. And that William Tunstall son of the 
said Thomas is his next heir and aged 24 and more." 2 
" Hoburthornes," properly Hubberthorne, is a messuage 
(sometimes called a manor) in the township of Warton.

Apparently the Tunstalls of Thurland held this manor, 
as in 18 Elizabeth, on Monday in the fourth week in Lent 
[12 March 1576] a fine was levied at Lancaster between 
Francis Tunstall, esq., plaintiff and John Warrener and 
Katherine, his wife, deforciants of the manor of Newton 
with the appurtenances and 20 messuages, six cottages, 
a watermill, 26 gardens, 26 orchards, 500 acres of land, 
300 acres of meadow, 500 acres of pasture, 20 acres of 
wood, 300 acres of furze heath, 20 acres of turbary and 
ten shillings of rent in Newton in Lonsdale, Docker and

1 Lanes. Iiiq. and Extents (Record Soc.), iii. 152.
- Towneley, Abstracts of Lanes. Inq. (Chetham Soc), i. 115.
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Whittington. (Plea of covenant.) John and Katherine 
remitted all right to Francis and his heirs, for which Francis 
gave them £300. 1

The above quoted fine probably indicates that this 
manor had beeen mortgaged and was redeemed; at least 
it shows that it had returned into the hands of Francis 
Tunstall of Thurland Castle. That this property referred 
to the whole township of Newton with Docker seems certain 
when the area specified, 1640 customary acres, is con 
sidered ; as that quantity is equal to 2656\ statutory acres, 
while the whole area of this township is given as 1978^ 
statutory acres, 2 which leaves a balance of 678 statutory 
acres (or 418 customary acres) as the part of the lands in 
Whittington proper.

Now this Francis Tunstall had married Alice, daughter 
of Sir William Radcliffe, of Ordsall, knight; she is named 
in a Yorkshire fine as living in 1566-7 (see Yorks. Record 
Series). She only had a couple of daughters and died 
soon after that date, as Francis Tunstall married secondly 
Anne, daughter of Richard Bold, of Bold, in 10 Eliz. (see 
Dugdale's Visitation), 1567-8, by whom he had a son 
and heir Francis, born in 1569.

Francis Tunstall, the father, settled his estates in 1585, 
as shown by a fine levied at Lancaster on 16 August, 27 
Eliz. [1585], wherein the plaintiffs are Richard Shirburne, 
knight, Richard Bold, esquire, Edward Standysshe, 
esquire, Edward Myddleton, esquire, Francis Tunstall of 
Awclyffe, esquire, and Francis Bolde, gent. The pro 
perties settled were the manors of Thursland, Newton, 
Docker, Overlecke, Netherlecke, Cansfield, Overboroughe, 
Netherboroughe, Whittington and Tunstall with appur 
tenances and various messuages etc. 3 Here Newton and 
Docker are spoken of as separate manors; but there does

1 Pal. Lane. Feet of Fines (Farrer MSS.), 18 Eliz., Bdlc. 38, in. 86.
2 Vict. C. Hist. Lanes, viii., 241.
3 Pal. Lane. Feet of Fines (Farrer MSS.), 27 Eliz., Bdle. 47, m. 53.
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not appear to be any record that they were separated, so 
that it may be easily a clerical error for Newton with 
Docker.

The death of Francis Tunstall, the father, is recorded in 
the Hornby Castle manor court rolls as being reported on 
10 May, 1587, and his son and heir Francis is stated to be 
18 years old.

Francis Tunstall the son obtained his inheritance in 1591. 
He married Elizabeth daughter of Richard Gascoigne of 
Sedbury, co. York, and began to sell off his Lancashire 
properties, having determined to move into Yorkshire.

Before 1596 he had sold land to Robert Bindloss, as 
appears from the Inq. p.m. on the latter, held 13 Septem 
ber 38 Eliz. [1596], wherein Robert Bindloss is stated to 
have died seised of a messuage and lands in Whittington 
and Docker, held of Francis Tunstall of Thurland as of his 
manor of Whittington by fealty and suit of court. 1 On 
18 July, 39 Eliz. [1597], there was a fine by which this 
Francis Tunstall sold to Christopher Bindloss two mes 
suages, 12 cottages, i water-mill, 100 acres of land, 40 
acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 40 acres of wood, 
100 acres of moor, 100 acres of turbary, 200 acres of furze 
and heath and common of pasture for all cattle in Argholme 
Storrs, Newton and Docker. 2 There are many similar 
fines of sales of lands in Newton and Docker by Francis 
Tunstall, who appears to have sold off his manor into 
freeholds, and he finally sold Thurland Castle with the 
lands on the east side of the river Lune and £4 of rent 
in Newton and Docker on 19 August, 3 James I [1605], to 
George Pudsey and Robert Heysham, nominees of Nicho 
las Girlington. 3

Thus the manor of Newton with Docker carne to an end 
and no one claims any manor there at the present time.

1 From Brig. General North's transcripts.
2 Pat. Lime. F. of F. (Farrer MSS.) 30 Eliz., Bdlc, 58, m. 85,
3 Ibid., 3 James I, Bdle. 68, No. 42.


