
STRAY NOTES.

THE HARRINGTON ESTATE IN LIVERPOOL. Ralph Peters, 
gentleman, aged 39, in 1715 deposed that about a year 
before he had purchased from Edmund Taylor and James 
Chadwick the reversions of houses in Pool Lane and Redcross 
Street and an opening out of John Street into Harrington 
Street, being of the inheritance of John Harrington, esq., or 
Charles Harrington or Dorothy his mother. The depositions 
were taken at the " Golden Lion," an inn kept by John 
Seacombe. (Pal. of Lancaster Chancery Depositions, bdle. 
145). In a different suit in the following year James 
Chadwick of Liverpool, yeoman, aged 52, deposed concern 
ing a purchase of bricks for the late John Cleveland ; this 
time the depositions were taken at a house called the 
" Woolpack," kept by John Lathom. (Ibid., 147.) This 
house was Jane Wrench's in 1725. (Ibid., 155.)

SLITTING MILLS AT BIRKACRE. In 1754 John Chadwick 
of Croxteth, gentleman, and Thomas and James his sons, 
stated that John and Thomas had for some years been 
partners in the trade or mystery of manufacturing pig-iron 
into bars, hoops, rods, etc., at slitting mills near Chorley 
called Birkacre mills ; and about May 1747 and later they 
sent to William Houlcroft of Liverpool, white-cooper, 
parcels of hoop-iron, etc., to be disposed of on commission, 
to the value of £300 and more. John Chadwick had 
recently made over his moiety to his son James, who thus 
became partner with his brother Thomas. They had long 
wanted Houlcroft to come to an account with them, but he 
had put the matter off, and had died intestate ; and they 
now therefore made a claim for the amount due to them from 
the estate against his widow and son, Alice Houlcroft and 
James Houlcroft, who had come into possession. In the 
following year, John Chadwick having died, the plaint was 
renewed by the executors of his will his widow Ellen, and 
his sons Thomas and James Chadwick. (Pal. of Lancaster 
Chancery Bills, vol. 80.) The connection of these Chadwicks 
with Croxteth is further shown by the fact that one of 
the " lives in a Molyneux lease of 1746 was John son of 
John Chadwick of Birkacre, aged 18 (Claughton Chapel 
deeds).
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CURATES OF HALE CHAPEL. William Sherlock of Farn- 
worth, clerk, aged 70, in 1633 deposed that he knew Hale 
chapel in Childwall. He had known Edward Baguley, who 
was curate at Hale, and succeeded him about 47 years 
previously, continuing as curate for 12 or 13 years, during 
all which time he administered the sacraments, married,   
buried the dead, and performed all things pertaining to a 
church or parochial chapel. He also knew Thomas Lydiate, 
Mr. Hall, Mr. Janyon, William Sherlock (his own son), Mr. 
Kenwrick and George Barlowe (plaintiff in the case) 
among others who in their several times were curates at 
Hale. He himself had been placed there by George Ireland, 
esq., and Mr. Kenwrick by Sir Gilbert Ireland. Another 
witness (aged 80) remembered William Crosse, Edward 
Baguley, William Sherlock the elder, Robert Swan, John 
Janion, Thomas Lydiate, Mr. Hall, William Sherlock the 
younger and Edward Kenwrick. Yet another remembered 
Mr. Whitfield, before Crosse. Another said a Mr. March 
came between Baguley and Sherlock. (Pal. of Lane. 
Depositions, bdle. 30.) This is an important addition to 
the list of curates in V. C. H. Lancashire, Hi., 149.

BLUNDELL OF LITTLE CROSBY. Henry Blundell, who was 
in possession of the manor 1421 to 1456, had two brothers, 
John and Robert. The former seems to be the John 
Blundell of Crosby who with Katherine widow of Ellis de 
Formeby (probably his wife) claimed a debt of 70s. from 
Thomas Lathom, a drover, and Robert Lathom in 1442-3 
(Chester Plea Roll 148, m. 34.) John's son Thomas became 
vicar of Brackley, 1462-1489 ; and was also rector of Eydon 
1469-1489, and vicar of Stotesbury 1473-1486, all in 
Northamptonshire. (Baker, Northants., i., 505, 575, 691.) 
See V. C. H. Lanes., iii., 88, note 2.

THE KIRKBY FONT. The following is one of the alterna 
tive interpretations (see p. 99) of the carvings on this 
interesting font. On one side appears the Temptation and 
Fall, with the cherub with his flaming sword driving Adam 
and Eve from the paradise of pleasure. The other 
side is occupied chiefly with a group of seven " priests," 
telling of Redemption by the preaching of the gospel. 
These figures naturally have St. Peter in the centre ; his 
brother apostle St. Paul stands on his right, being indi 
cated by the sword and the book of epistles, and on St. 
Peter's other side is the local apostle St. Paulinus (or St. 
Chad), vested with the pallium as Archbishop of York. The 
front pendant of the pallium hangs down almost to the



230 Stray Notes

point of the chasuble. A local devotion to St. Paulinus is 
shown by the dedication at Walton (Trans., Ixxi., 91). The 
remaining four, judging by their number, may be the 
four evangelists ; three seem to carry their gospel books, and 
the other, who has first place, may be meant for St. 
Matthew, handling his bag of tax-money. The last figure 
may indicate, by its diminutive size, the youth of St. John. 
The series of seven ends with a representation of St. 
Michael's victory over the serpent, through whose lying 
mouth he thrusts his spear. As the carvings go completely 
round the font, St. Michael and the cherub come next to 
one another, though they are at the opposite ends of the 
story.

WIGAN CHURCH c. 1580. In one of Erdeswicke's MSS. 
is the following brief note : " Mr. Stokes told me that 
Wiggan in Lancashyre, the Chtirche therof was of thre 
sundry buyldings and repayrings : as was to him by 
anncyent men proved : who had seen in the last repayring 
therof, fragments of idols, some of the Romayn fetures and 
symmetry, some of the Saxons : etc." (Harl. MS. 473, 
fo. 2.).

LONGWORTH OF CtRMSKiRK. John Longworth of Orms- 
kirk, gentleman, was a man of some prominence in the 
district in the first half of the eighteenth century. A 
plea by James Magrath of Aughton in 1759 and 
later gives information as to his descendants, he hav 
ing died. The first defendants were his son John 
Longworth and grandson John (eldest son of John). In 
1761, however, another grandson, James Longworth, 
became defendant, for John the son had died on 1 May, 
1761, and John the grandson, who was of tender years, had 
followed on 24 June, his heir being his brother the said 
James. Somewhat later were added Mary Longworth 
widow of the senior John (who had had a first wife 
Margaret) ; the executors of John the son, viz., Trifosia 
Longworth his widow and William Aspinall ; and Catherine, 
Margaret, Betty, Nancy, Jane, Bella and Mary, other 
children of John Longworth the son. (Pal. of Lancaster 
Chancery Bills, 80, nos. 13, 41, 48.)

ROCHDALE GLEBE. In a disputed case in 1670 a deposi 
tion was made by Robert Bathe, clerk, lately vicar of 
Rochdale, aged 65. He had been incumbent of the benefice 
for about 23 years, and said in his time the tenants of the 
glebe had been accustomed to alienate, assign or exchange
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their tenements, the ancient rents being paid. (Pal. of 
Lancaster Chancery Depositions, bdle. 84.)

DR. KUERDEN. Richard Keurden, doctor in Physick, 
aged 55, was deponent in a Chancery suit in 1679, stating 
that he paid a rent of Id. called the " Jerusalem rent " to 
Lord Molyneux for lands in Cuerden, formerly paid to the" 
Order of Jerusalem. Many others in Cuerden also paid 
Jerusalem rents. (Pal. of Lancaster Chancery Depositions, 
bdle. 99.)

HAMBLETON CHAPEL. Roger Sherburn, clerk, aged 40, 
was in 1653 described as preacher at this chapel, the history 
of which is obscure. (Pal. of Lancaster Chancery Deposi 
tions, bdle. 49.)

PHILIP BENNET. One William Bennet was rector of 
Brindle from 1603 to 1629, when he died. His wife had 
been buried there in 1617. In 1688, James Gerard, the 
sexton, then aged 66, said that he remembered Mr. Bennet's 
burial ; he was then a schoolboy, seven or eight years old. 
He knew also Philip Bennet his son, and John Bennet, a 
younger brother of William. As Philip is unusual as a 
Christian name it seems not unreasonable to identify him 
with the Philip son of William Bennet of Lancashire, 
educated at Rivington School, who entered Christ's College, 
Cambridge, in 1625, and took the B.A. degree in 1629;' 
and further to identify him with the Philip who was minister 
of Ulverston in 1646 and of Cartmel in 1649, being ejected 
from this cure in 1662 for nonconformity. (Pal. of 
Lancaster Chancery Depositions, bdle. 117.) In 1654 he 
was attacked by two Quakers, Edward Burroughs and 
Francis Howgill, in their " Answers to Several Queries put 
forth ... by P. Bennett," " who calls himself a minister 
of Christ, but is found a deceiver."

EARLY RECTORS OF WOODCHURCH. In a suit between 
John Griffin senior and John Dounvill the elder in 1343 
concerning the presentation to this rectory, the following 
Statement of the patrons and rectors was put in. Randle 
de Praers was seised of the advowson in the time of Henry 
III., and presented Randle de Meynwaryng ; Randle's son 
Thomas de Praers in the same reign presented Ralph de 
Caldwelle. He was succeeded in the time of Edward I. 
by Richard de Thicknes, presented by Randle son of the 
above Thomas de Praers. This Randle also presented

1 J. Peile, Christ's College Register, i., 368.
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John le Teu in the same reign, but dying without issue 
he was succeeded as patron by his brother Richard, who 
presented Adam de Wetenhale in the time of Edward I. 
(This is an error ; it should be Edward II.) The vacancy 
was caused by Adam's death. Griffin claimed by gift of 
Thomas de Praers, brother and heir of Randle son of the 
Richard first named, and his claim is supported by a deed 
in the Recognizance Rolls, dated 1338, by which he was to 
exercise the patronage until Thomas's death, which 
happened in 1349. Plaintiff accordingly recovered. 
(Chester Plea Roll 55, m. Id.)

CHESHIRE MEN IN THE SCOTTISH EXPEDITION OF 1544. 
 In a case in the Exchequer Court of Chester in 1584   
(Starkie v. Yonge and others, concerning Knight's Grange) 
one George Dickyns, gent., of Chorleye in Cheshire, aged 63, 
deposed that in the latter end of April and after a good 
piece of Lent was spent in 35 Henry VIII., he was at the 
New Castell uppon Tyne as they journeyed toward 
Scotland to Lyethe and Edenburghe ; and there then did 
see in the said town Edmund Trafford deceased, then 
esquire and after made knight at Liethe, who (deponent) 
did then serve William Ratclief, Edmund Savage deceased, 
then esquires and after made knights also at Liethe with 
examinate's master. Alexander Massie was in Newcastell 
at the time aforesaid, who there was deponent's chamber- 
fellow. And he thinketh that John Domvile and Robert 
Shawe did then attend upon the said William Ratcliffe. 
To his remembrance and as he thinketh the said persons 
and every of them did then make their abode in Newcastell 
aforesaid by the space of one month together or thereabouts. 
(Exchequer Bills, Chester, bundle 12.) The English army 
appears to have assembled at Newcastle in March and 
April, 1544, sailing for Scotland about the 1st May.

SPORTING RIGHTS. A petition of John Oldton in October, 
1583, to Robert earl of Leicester, chamberlain of Chester, 
complains of a breach of the statute of 23 Elizabeth against 
hunting and hawking over lands on which corn is standing 
or growing. " So it is, right honorable lord, that one William 
Mynshull, gent., the said statute nothing regarding, hath 
diverse and sundry times since the feast of St. John Baptist 
last past (the certain days whereof your orator doth not 
perfectly remember) hawked and hunted with a hawk 
and spaniels in a certain closure of land of your poor 
orator lying in Mynshull . . . then sown with oats and 
the same therein growing, to the great destruction and spoil
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not only of your said orator's corn and grass therein 
growing, but also thereby your orator's hedges were broken 
down and the gates of the said field thrown open to the 
lanes and highways, whereby sheep and cattle depasturing 
in the said lanes and highways entered into your orator's 
corn and grass to the great hindrance and damage of your 
poor orator. And your said orator very gently required 
the said William Mynshull to desist and leave off his said 
misdemeanours and thereupon showed him the said 
statute. . . Yet, that notwithstanding, right honorable 
lord, the said William Mynshull of his perverse malice and 
very despite, accompanied with divers other persons  
that is to say, Elinor Mynshull wife of Thomas Mynshull 
of Erdesweeke, esq., Gertrude Mynshull wife of the said 
William Mynshull, Richard Mynshull brother of the said 
William Mynshull, John Walker gent., and one William 
Rylandes yeoman . . . did upon Tuesday the tenth day 
of September last past eftsoons enter into your orator's 
said closure of ground wherein the said oats were then growing, 
and therein the said William Mynshull did then hawk and 
hunt with a sparrowhawk and a great number of spaniels 

. . . . And albeit the said Elinor Mynshull, Richard 
Mynshull, John Walker and William Rylandes be ready and 
willing to compound and make full satisfaction . . . yet 
the said William Mynshull and Gertrude his wife wilfully 
standing in their evil doing, do as yet utterly refuse and 
deny to pay to your said orator the said forfeiture of 
40s. . . . although they have been sundry times gently 
reminded . . . ". The complainant therefore asked for a 
subpoena against Mynshull. The accused denied that he 
was " culpable of the supposed matters." (Chester 
Exchequer Bills, bdle. 11.)


