
STRAY NOTES

A LOCAL PUZZLE.   In a copy of Baker's Chronicle 
there is, at the end of the Catalogue of Baronets, this note 
in good eighteenth-century handwriting: " 727. Sr Cha. 
Hindley of Wigan in the Corn of Lancaster created Knight 
& Barronet in the 10 year of K. G. 1725 June 16. Sr. Wm. 
Sharrock of Euxton 1724 Created K' & B. May 14, 
1724." J. P. R.

GIPSIES IN CHESHIRE AND LANCASHIRE.   In the 
registers of Brereton church occurs the following entry: 
"1548-9, 18 Feb.   One of the Egiptians was baptized 
whose name was Charles." At the manor court at Burnley 
in May 1600 two men were fined for refusing to help 
Laurence Whitichar the constable to convey " a ghebsie 
rouge " before the justices (Clitheroe Court Roll 82).

BOLTON RENTALS. In Additional MS. 32103 (British 
Museum) there are copies of the rentals of Lord Ferrers of 
Groby for 1464 and of Thomas, Marquis of Dorset, for 
1501. The earlier one shows the following free tenements : 
Ellis Entwisle, 45. $d. ; Ellis Bradshaw, 6d.; the heir of 
Thomas Tonge, by the heir of Christopher Sothworthe (viz. 
John Sothworth), 2s., half by John Bolton; Robert Habring- 
ham, \2d.; the heir of Richard Wilson, 6d. ; the heir of 
John Anesworth, 6d.; the heir of Gilbert Hulton, \2d.; 
Roger Robinson, \2d.; John Bradshaghe, 12^.; the heir of 
Roger Leaver, 2s. ; John Bradshaghe, for lands of Henry 
Bradshaghe, 1 2d.; also tenants at will: the wife of Roger 
Walmisleye, $s., and 2s. for Birchland; Henry Smetheley, 
by John Clarke, 3^. The later rental shows a total of 
14-y. T,d. for the free tenements, against 14?. gd., and I2s. 
from tenants at will against los. The details given are: 
Ellis Entwisel, $s. $d., part for Molle Acre; the heirs of 
Thomas Tonge, viz. John Bolton and John Southworth, 2s. ;
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the heir of John Hulton, \2d. ; the heir of Roger Leiver, 
2s.; John Bradshaghe, \2d. and 6d. ; the heir of Richard 
Wilson, by Matthew Twisse, \2d. ; the heir of Thomas 
Crompton, by John Cocke, 6d. ; John Habringham, \2d. ; 
tenants at will: Roger Walmisley, $s. and 2s. for Birch- 
land; Edmund Smeathley, 3^.; James Radcliffe, I2d.; 
Richard Radcliffe, Esq., I2d.

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL.  In a local pleading of 
1519 (Pal. of Lancaster Plea Roll 125, m. 22) there occurs 
the statement that Richard Bexwick the younger had built 
the choir and nave of Manchester church. He was the 
founder of the Jesus chantry, with its priests and school 
master. In some contemporary depositions Bexwick's 
building is limited to one side of the choir and to the 
chapel (for his chantry). This is perhaps the more accurate 
statement; the work cost 300 or 400 marks. He had also 
given a suit of vestments worth £45. See Duchy Pleadings 
and Depositions (Record Society), i. 83.

LANCASHIRE PLURALISTS IN 1366. Mr. J. Challenor 
Smith of Silchester has noted the following in one of the 
Lambeth registers. The V.C.H. Lancashire gives Charnley 
as rector of Preston, 1361 to 1374, and Campden rector of 
Wigan, 1362 to 1370. (i) Langham, fo. 35 "John de 
Charnele, clerk, has the parish church of Preston in Aunder- 
nesse in the diocese of York which used to be taxed before 
the Scottish war at fourscore marks, but now at 35 marks. 
He has also Langetoft in the church of York, Colwych 
prebend in the church of Lichfield and the church of Hull 
Morton in the diocese of Lichfield. He resigned about the 
feast of SS. Peter and Paul last [29 June 1366] a prebend 
in the church of Feme in Ireland to the abbot of Leycester, 
who accepted it on the authority of the bishop of F[erne], 
The said John is son of a knight and descended from earls 
and barons; he holds several offices in the king's service, 
viz. in the Great Wardrobe, the constableship of Bordeaux 
and others . . . and was deputy of the late Henry duke of 
Lancaster and principal executor of his will." (2) Langham, 
fo. 36 " Walter de Campeden, clerk, chancellor of John 
duke of Lancaster, has Wygan in the diocese of Coventry 
and Lichfield at the presentation of Ralph de Langeton, a 
layman, the prebend of Botavant in the cathedral church 
of York, the hospital of St. Nicholas, Pontefract, by gift of
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the said duke, and the leper-house of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Preston, in the diocese of York, also by the duke's gift."

THE " PASLEW " OAK, WHALLEY. The " tradition " re 
ferred to in a local paper (see Transactions for 1916, p. 202), 
connecting the oak tree recently felled at Holehouses with 
Abbot Paslew's execution must be of comparatively recent 
origin. It was not known to Whitaker, who states that 
the execution took place " upon a gallows erected on a 
gentle elevation in the field called Holehouses," adding in 
a note: " An oaken post which was part of the fatal 
apparatus is said to have remained within the memory of 
aged persons" (Wkalley, ed. 1806, p. 72). Indeed, the tree 
itself cannot have been planted till some two centuries 
after Paslew's time. Though a remarkably well-grown tree 
and a conspicuous object for miles round, its annual rings 
(which I had the curiosity to count when it was felled) 
numbered scarcely more than 160. C. A. N., SJ.

THE LATE GEORGE GRAZEBROOK, F.S.A. This once 
active member of the Society, who lived for many years at 
Old Swan, died at his residence at Clent, in Worcestershire, 
on the nth August 1917, aged eighty-six, and was buried 
at Knotty Ash. His father, Henry Grazebrook, was an 
iron merchant and East India merchant, who went from 
Staffordshire to Glasgow about 1812, removed to Liverpool 
in 1841, and died in 1872. George Grazebrook became a 
partner with his father in 1855, and, on retiring from 
business in 1891, went to live near London and subse 
quently at Clent. He was an accomplished genealogist 
and herald, and contributed to our Transactions two 
scholarly papers : one, which is profusely illustrated, on the 
dates of the shapes of heraldic shields, is printed in vol. xli., 
and the other, on the Earl Marshal's Court, in vol. xlv. 
He was also a very copious contributor to Miscellanea 
Genealogica et Heraldica, and in conjunction with Mr. 
Rylands edited the Visitation of Shropshire, 1623, for the 
Harleian Society in 1889. He was elected a fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries so far back as 1857.


