
CONGRESS OF 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES,

1916.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
ON

ANCIENT EARTHWORKS and 
FORTIFIED ENCLOSURES.

Chairman : 
The Rt. Hon. the EARL OF CRAWFORD AND BALCARRES, LL.D., F.S.A.

Committee :

A. HADRIAN ALLCROFT, M.A. 
Col. F. W. T. ATTREE, F.S.A. 
G. A. AUDEN, M.A., M.D., F.S.A.
C. H. BOTHAMLEY, M.Sc., F.I.C.

Lieut. A. G. CHATER, R.N.R.
J. G. N. CLIFT.
W. G. COLLINGWOOD, M.A., F.S.A.
WlLLOUGHBY GARDNER, F.S.A.

H. ST. GEORGE GRAY.
Professor F. HAVERFIELD, LL.D.,

D.Litt., F.B.A., F.S.A. 
Sir W. ST. JOHN HOPE, M.A.,

Litt.D., D.C.L.

W. M. I'ANSON, F.S.A. 
H. LAYER, F.S.A. 
C. LYNAM, F.S.A.
D. H. MONTGOMERIE, F.S.A.

Col. W. LL. MORGAN.
T. DAVIES PRYCE.
Sir HERCULES READ, LL.D.,

F.B.A., V.P.S.A. 
Col. O. E. RUCK, F.S.A. (Scot.) 
W. M. TAPP, LL.D.,' F.S.A. 
J. P. WILLIAMS-FREEMAN, M.D.

Hon. Secretary : 
ALBANY F. MAJOR, 30, The Waldrons, Croydon.



REPORT
OF THE

EARTHWORKS COMMITTEE.

THE Earthworks Committee again ask indulgence 
for any shortcomings in their Report. All the 
difficulties referred to in last year's Report still 

attend the work of the Committee, while Mr. A. G. 
Chater, who gave invaluable help in the compilation 
of the last Report, is now a Royal Naval Reserve 
officer.

With regard to the remarks in the last Report 
about damage to the great dykes in Cambridgeshire, 
the Committee is informed that no new damage has 
been done in recent years. It has also been pointed 
out that Cambridge University has no control over the 
lands on which the dykes are situated, and has no 
power to prevent their being injured, as the Report 
seemed to suggest. It was not actually intended to 
imply that the University was itself in any way re 
sponsible, but that if such ancient monuments were 
better defended by the learned, injury to them in the 
immediate neighbourhood of a great centre of learning 
would not be possible.

Unhappily, it will be seen from the particulars 
appended to this Report that vandalism, due to care 
lessness or ignorance, is always to be feared and must 
constantly be guarded against, even in the case of such 
a well-known and precious monument as Stonehenge,



belonging to an owner fully aware of its great value 
and most anxious to safeguard it. Happily, by the 
vigilance of local archaeologists, the danger which, in 
spite of the anxiety of the military authorities to avoip 
injuring any ancient monuments, had threatened to 
harm the stones and to destroy their encircling earth 
work through the action of subordinates, has been 
averted. But the case is a striking illustration of 
how irreparable injury may easily be done almost 
inadvertently.

Another instance, that of Cannington Park Camp 
(Somerset), is more serious, and shows the problem 
which arises when commercial interests conflict with 
the preservation of an ancient monument. The Com 
mittee wish to acknowledge the courtesy with which 
their representations in this matter were received by 
the owner, the late Lord Clifford; while Mr. Alfred 
Berry, the tenant, has put his case very fairly before 
the Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural History 
Society. The fact remains, however, that at present 
the camp, which many believe to be a site of remark 
able historic interest, is safe merely because it is 
doubtful whether the mineral veins which underlie it 
are sufficiently rich to make its destruction profitable. 
Any developments will be carefully watched by a 
member of the Committee, and a complete survey of 
the camp, with contours, etc., will, it is hoped, be 
made.

This case brings out forcibly a weak point in the 
Ancient Monuments Consolidation and Amendment 
Act, viz., that there exists no power to give compen 
sation, or to acquire a site, where the destruction of 
an earthwork or other ancient monument would be 
to the pecuniary advantage of its owner or tenant. 
It remains to be seen how far the Legislature will be 
willing in such a case to put in force the compulsory 
power of preservation that now exists.



In view of the negative observations of former 
archaeologists, even of such distinguished men as 
Sir Richard Colt Hoare and General Pitt-Rivers, the 
tracing of Wansdyke in Savernake Forest by Messrs. 
H. C. Brentnall and A. R. Gidney (some part of whose 
work the Hon. Secretary can confirm) is very valuable, 
and shows the importance of testing the conclusions 
of former workers in the field.

Excavations at Borrans Fort (Westmorland), at 
Durrington Walls, near Stonehenge, and at Old Sarum 
(1914) gave interesting results, but very little archceo- 
logical work has been done owing to the War, and 
there is little else that calls for comment.

The Chairman of the Committee, the Earl of 
Crawford and Balcarres, ha? recently been recalled 
from active service to become President of the Board 
of Agriculture, and the Committee regret to report 
the death of one of their members, Dr. Robert 
Cochrane, I.S.O., F.S.A., Secretary of the Royal 
Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, which took place on 
March i7th. Since he joined the Committee, Dr. 
Cochrane had made valuable contributions respecting 
Irish earthworks to the Reports. The Committee are 
glad to say that Mr. T. J. Westropp, who is now 
President of the same society, has promised to con 
tinue these reports from Ireland.

Mr. George Clinch, Librarian of the Society of 
Antiquaries, and Assistant Treasurer of the Congress 
of Archaeological Societies, has again assisted in the 
preparation of the Bibliography, and the Committee 
wish to tender their thanks to him and the represen 
tatives of affiliated societies and other correspondents 
who have furnished them with material.

The various items of information received follow 
under the usual heads.



ENGLAND AND WALES.

PRESERVATION AND RECORD.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Soudley Green. A report was received 
that a small camp in this parish, described as close to the " Roman 
road " from Gloucester to Chepstow on land belonging to the 
Crown, was being used for dumping refuse, greatly to its disfigure 
ment. The matter was at once represented to the authorities con 
cerned, and Mr. L. S. Osmaston, Deputy Surveyor of the Forest 
of Dean, has informed the Committee that instructions have been 
issued putting a stop to the practice complained of.

HAMPSHIRE. Mr. Heywood Sumner, F.S.A., continuing his 
survey of the New Forest, has found another small square en 
closure similar to three others already discovered by him.

SOMERSET. The earthworks and stones at Murtry Hill in 
Buckland Dinham parish, near Frome, were surveyed in August 
and September, 1915, by Mr. H. St. George Gray, on behalf of the 
Somerset Earthworks Committee, with a view to future excavation.
   Withypool Stone Circle, Exmoor. Mr. H. St. George 

Gray, revisiting this circle in August, 1915, discovered three small 
stones hitherto unrecorded, but one of the stones previously des 
cribed (No. 23, Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., Vol. liii.) seems to have 
disappeared since his last visit.

SUSSEX. Mr. A. Hadrian Allcroft reports that he has traced 
and proved by sections at various points the course across the 
Caburn range of the Roman road that branched off east from 
Stane Street and ran through Godstone to the coast near New- 
haven. It ran by way of Saxon Down and Oxteddle Bottom 
towards Southover, with a 12 foot cutting on Saxon Down through 
the actual ridge of the hill. (See also under DESTRUCTION.)

   He has also found an unmarked four-sided enclosure 
lying beside the road on Saxon Down. A trial section revealed 
Romano-British pottery and oyster-shells.

WARWICKSHIRE. The Warwickshire County Council is com 
piling a list of Ancient Monuments and other archaeological relics, 
including earthworks, with a view to their preservation.
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WILTSHIRE. In October, 1915, Lieut.-General Sir W. Pitcairn 
Campbell, K.C.B., Commander-in-chief, Southern Command, at 
the instance of the Rev. G. H. Engleheart, Local Secretary of the 
Society of Antiquaries, with a view to the better safeguarding of 
the antiquities on Salisbury Plain, published in the Command 
Orders a caution against " excavations in mounds or barrows 
which are obviously ancient burying-places." This follows the 
recognised practice of the War Office with regard to earthworks, 
or other remains of archaeological value. (See also under DES 
TRUCTION.)

     Messrs. H. C. Brentnall and A. R. Gidney have dis 
covered several lengths of vallum and ditch in Savernake Forest, 
in the line of Wansdyke, which show that, if the dyke was not 
continued through the forest, it was at least carried across the 
open parts of it. They have also discovered the point where it 
entered the forest on the west and an unrecorded stretch of rampart 
between the forest and Chisbury Camp on the east, which possibly 
marks the line of the dyke.

YORKSHIRE. Mr. Edward Wooler, F.S.A., reports discoveries 
at Catterick (Cataractonium) during the erection of a new military 
station there, which will shortly be described.

     Dr. F. Villy has described some earthworks and 
mounds, which were possibly connected with them, at Norton 
Tower, Rylstone. These may be prehistoric, but utilised in 
mediaeval times. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY : Villy.)

DESTRUCTION.
CARDIGANSHIRE. A " booth " for the sale of mineral waters 

has been erected in the enclosure of Pendinas, Aberystwith, and 
may, it is feared, lead to further encroachments.

CARMARTHENSHIRE. Slight quarrying for gravel on the Clawdd 
Mawr is reported.

CARNARVONSHIRE. The quarrying away of the camp on Pen- 
maenmawr, referred to in previous Reports, continues.

LANCASHIRE. Stainton. Continued quarrying has now re 
moved the last remains of the ancient village, as foreshadowed in 
previous Reports.

SOMERSET. Cannington Park Camp. Attention was called by 
Mr. H. St. George Gray in a letter to The Times on May loth, 1916, 
to the way in which this camp had been disfigured by being used 
for grazing mules, and to the greater danger it was in of damage 
or destruction owing to the mining operations which were being



carried on in its immediate vicinity. The camp appears to be of 
very early date, and is interesting historically as a suggested site 
for " Cynuit Castle," where King Alfred's forces won a signal vic 
tory over the Danes in A.D. 878. The owner, the late Lord Clifford, 
was approached both by the Hon. Secretary and by the Somerset 
Archaeological and Natural History Society, and Dr. A. Bulleid 
and Mr. Gray, on behalf of the Society, met Mr. Alfred Berry (the 
tenant of the ground round and including the camp) on the site. 
So far, only trial-cuttings have been made in the camp, and it is 
not proposed to continue these at present. Mr. Berry has promised 
to report before further mining is undertaken in the camp. The 
cuttings made have not so far damaged the actual structure of the 
camp, though much of the excavated material has been heaped 
upon the rampart.

SUSSEX. Stane Street. Dr. Eliot Curwen reports that a 
length of this old Roman road on the north side of Bignor Hill, 
where it had been used as a cart-track, has now been mutilated 
for the repair of the track. The remains of the Roman terrace- 
way on the uphill side have been cut away to widen the track 
and to fill up ruts in the road.
    Ringmer. A length of the Roman road reported by 

Mr. Hadrian Allcroft as crossing the South Downs to the coast near 
Newhaven has been grubbed and ploughed out in this parish for 
a distance of five hundred yards.

WILTSHIRE. In February, 1916, Mr. Heywood Sumner, F.S.A., 
reported to the Rev. G. H. Engleheart, Local Secretary of the Society 
of Antiquaries, that the ancient right-of-way track through the 
earthwork ring-enclosure of Stonehenge was being constantly en 
larged by military traffic. The small barrow against the northern 
inside of the bank had already been effaced by it, while a consider 
able segment of the ring on the north-west was threatened with 
destruction. On a further inspection, it was found that, besides the 
damage to the roadway, the stability of the stones was endangered 
by bomb-practice in their immediate neighbourhood, to which a 
fresh crack in one of the smaller recumbent stones may also be due. 
The matter was at once brought before Lieut.-General Sir H. C. 
Sclater, G.C.B., Southern Command, and representations were made 
to the War Office and to the Office of Works. General Sclater 
took immediate steps to stop the bomb-practice and to divert the 
traffic through the enclosure, and his action was endorsed by the 
War Office. Mr. C. H. E. Chubb, the present owner of Stonehenge, 
has shown himself most anxious to preserve this ancient monument 
in its integrity, and has since given ample land for a new roadway, 
well removed from the Stonehenge circle, so that danger from the 
old right-of-way is now removed.



EXPLORATION.
NORFOLK. A barrow at Salthouse has been examined. (See 

BIBLIOGRAPHY : Henderson.)
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. At the Roman post of Margidunum on 

the Foss Way some progress has been made in denning the western 
entrance, and a number of ditches have been explored.

SUFFOLK. A barrow near Thetford and a Romano-British 
kitchen-midden at Fakenham Magna have been examined. (See 
BIBLIOGRAPHY : Caton.)

SUSSEX. Dr. Eliot Curwen cut a section across Stane Street 
and an accompanying bank on Halnaker Hill in August, 1915, a 
report of which will shortly appear.

WESTMORLAND. The excavations at Borrans Fort at the head 
of Windermere, carried out by Professor Haverfield, the Messrs. 
Collingwood, and the Cumberland and Westmorland Archaeological 
Society, revealed the ditch of an early Roman fort with relics of 
the late first century, over which a later fort had been built in the 
early second century. The two forts were roughly oblong; the 
later one lay at right angles to the earlier. The ramparts of this 
earlier fort, probably only of clay and earth, have disappeared; 
but there may have been wooden defences also. The later fort had 
a stone wall round it and stonework at its gates and turrets. Its 
north-west corner perhaps rested on an isolated rocky mound. 
The most striking find was a bundle of eleven iron spear-heads with 
leaf-shaped blades. This fort appears to have been first established 
in the time of Agricola, and its surface to have been afterwards 
levelled with clay for the building of the later work.

WILTSHIRE. Durrington. Mr. Percy Farrer, continuing his 
examination of the earthworks on Salisbury Plain, referred to in 
the last Report, has cut sections through the ramparts of the earth 
work known as Durrington Walls. He finds that the whole work 
is artificial (not partly natural, as was suggested by Sir R. Colt 
Hoare). Finds were few, but included a fragment of a late-Celtic 
pot from a rabbit-hole, while in one of the sections there was found 
the greater part of an apparently Bronze Age skeleton, and a layer 
of charcoal containing burnt human bones, calcined flints, and a 
piece of ornamented pottery, probably part of a Bronze Age beaker. 
The charcoal layer appeared to rest on the original surface.

     Old Sarum. During the excavations of 1914, a deep 
cutting was made into the exterior slope of the northern mediaeval 
rampart of the city, and the discoveries made suggest that two 
earlier ramparts had been destroyed in the Norman reconstruction 
of the fortress, Vast quantities of chalk had also been deposited

_
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behind the curtain-wall to raise the surface of the ground for the 
rebuilding of the city, and the whole outline of the hill was thus 
altered. Future excavations will, one hopes, provide data for a 
reconstruction of the successive profiles of the hill at different ages.

YORKSHIRE. The excavations at Slack, near Huddersfield, 
were continued by the Yorkshire Archaeological Society, under "the 
superintendence of Mr. A. M. Woodward. The system of defence 
on the east side of the fort was cleared up, and considerable pro 
gress made with the work of laying bare the sites of buildings 
in the same quarter.

IRELAND.

PRESERVATION.
Co. DOWN. Some works for the better protection and pre 

servation of the earthwork near Belfast, known as " The Giant's 
Ring," have been carried out by the Commissioners of Public 
Works.

Co. MEATH. Similar but minor works have been carried out 
at the Dowth Tumulus by the same body.

DESTRUCTION.
Co. CORK. Mr. T. J. Westropp reports the removal of stone- 

facing from a spur fort at Ballyrobin on the Cork coast.

EXPLORATION.
Co. MEATH. Messrs. E. C. R. Armstrong, R. LI. Praeger, and 

Professor R. A. C. Macalister have excavated a small mote-like 
tumulus at Greenoge with little result. It had apparently been 
disturbed before.
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CLASSIFICATION.

The classification of defensive works recommended by 

the Committee now stands as follows: 

A. Fortresses partly inaccessible by reason of precipices,, 
cliffs, or water, defended in part only by artificial 
works.

B. Fortresses on hill-tops with artificial defences, following" 
the natural line of the hill.

Or, though usually on high ground, less dependent on 
natural slopes for protection.

c. Rectangular or other enclosures of simple plan (in 
cluding forts and towns of the Romano-British 
period).

D. Forts consisting on.ly of a mount with encircling moat 
or fosse.

E. Fortified mounts, wholly or partly artificial, with 
remains of an attached court or bailey, or showing 
two or more such courts.

F. Homestead moats, consisting of simple or compound 
enclosures formed into artificial islands by water 
moats.

G. Enclosures, mostly rectangular, partaking of the form 
of F, but protected by stronger defensive works, 
ramparted and fossed, and in some instances pro 
vided with outworks.

H. Ancient village sites protected by walls, ramparts,, 
or fosses.

x. Defensive or other works which fall under none of 
the above headings.
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