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By W. H. Williams

THE illustration which accompanies this com 
munication is a reproduction of an early seven 

teenth - century portrait of Elizabeth, Queen of 
Bohemia, daughter of James I. of England. The 
original picture, which is on an oak panel, came into 
my possession considerably more than thirty years 
ago, and may be described as follows :

The figure, which is seen to the waist, is turned 
three-quarters to the left ; the dress is of black, the 
front panel of the bodice being of cloth of silver, 
richly embroidered in gold with flowers, butterflies, 
and chrysalis. The sleeves are puffed with some 
similar material, and a black band with a rosette 
crosses the left arm. She wears a large radiating 
Medici collar of white lace, and at the breast a large 
oval brooch studded with precious stones, having a 
large pear-shaped pendant pearl. Secured to the 
brooch and extending to the left shoulder is a long 
rope of pearls of four rows, which is again brought 
from one shoulder to the other in a hanging loop. 
She wears a double necklace, the upper one con 
sisting of a string of pearls, the second being a 
string of pear-shaped diamonds ; around the waist is 
a further string of pearls of three rows, whilst de 
pending from her right ear is a large pear-shaped 
pearl. She wears a small coronet ornamented with
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pearls, and at the back of her hair a comb studded 
with pearls, from which proceeds a spray of six pear- 
shaped pendant pearls. The face is turned three- 
quarters towards the left, and her slaty-grey eyes 
look towards the spectator. The eyebrows are 
broad and soft, and the hair is a rich brown hue; 
the background is dark brown.

The dimensions of the panel are 24f inches by 
21^- inches.

At the time of purchase I was assured by the 
then owner that the portrait, along with other pic 
tures in his possession (including a very large old 
dual portrait, stated to be Lord and Lady Derby), 
had been obtained from a well-known Liverpool 
family. So long ago as July 1886 I had the portrait 
identified by the then Director of the National Por 
trait Gallery as that of Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia; 
and this has since been amply verified by several 
eminent authorities in London and Edinburgh, who 
consider it to be very interesting, a good likeness 
and contemporary. On the I7th of February 1916, 
being a Stuart relic occasion, I had the pleasure of 
reading a paper and exhibiting the portrait to the 
assembled members of the Historic Society.

A brief outline of her career may be given. 
Elizabeth was born at Falkland Palace i6th of 
August 1596, and was baptized at Holyrood 2Oth 
November of the same year. She died at Leicester 
House, London, i3th February 1662, in her 66th 
year, and was buried in Westminster Abbey.

It is freely admitted that none other of our royal 
princesses passed through so strange a life of 
romance as did Elizabeth Stuart. Coming to Eng 
land soon after the death of Queen Elizabeth in 
1603, she was shortly placed in the care of Lord and 
Lady Harrington at Coombe Abbey, Warwickshire, 
and while in residence there in 1605 the Gunpowder 
Plot was hatched, having as one of its objects the
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destruction of the royal family assembled in Parlia 
ment, and the seizure of Princess Elizabeth to be 
proclaimed as Queen subsequently.

In her seventeenth year (i4th February 1613) 
she was married at Whitehall to Frederic, Prince 
Palatine, the occasion being one of great festivity, 
while the cost produced complete bankruptcy of the 
Royal Exchequer. The Prince and Princess left 
England by the Royal Prince on the 25th April of 
the same year, and landed at Flushing on the 29th. 
On loth May the gifts presented to Elizabeth by 
the States - General of the United Provinces of 
Holland included "a carcanet garnished with 36 
diamonds ; two great pearls pendant, weighing 36 
carats i grain " ; and " a string of pearls of 25 pieces 
oriental water." 1

Frederic and Elizabeth reached Heidelberg on 
yth June 1613, and here in the Palatinate spent six 
years of domestic felicity, but in 1619 the kingdom 
of Bohemia being offered was accepted by Frederic, 
and they were both crowned in November of the 
same year. This enterprise proved disastrous ; 
in less than a year Frederic and Elizabeth were 
fugitives from Prague, and Europe became devas 
tated by that cruel religious struggle, the Thirty 
Years' War.

It is interesting to recall that Elizabeth was the 
mother of Prince Rupert, who, during the Civil War, 
commanded the Cavaliers in support of his uncle, 
King Charles I., and captured Liverpool from the 
Parliamentary troops. One of her daughters, 
Sophia, married Ernest Augustus, Duke of Bruns 
wick, and became the mother of King George I. ; 
and thus Elizabeth, the last of the Stuart princesses 
born in Scotland, is the direct ancestress of our 
reigning house.

1 Green, Elizabeth of Bohemia (revised edition by Mrs. S. C. 
Lomas), p. 71.
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Those who desire full information concerning an 
unusually adventurous and varied career should read 
Mrs. M. A. Everett-Green's Elizabeth, Queen of 
Bohemia. The Winter Queen, by Marie Hay, a 
story founded on Elizabeth's life, is also excellent.


