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THE MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS IN 
HAWARDEN PARISH CHURCH

By W. Bell Jones

THE parish church of St. Deiniol, Hawarden, 
probably dates from the thirteenth century, but 

with the exception of a tombstone or coffin lid of 
about that date, of which a drawing is here in 
serted, 1 it presents no object of any great antiquity. 
There are several reasons which account for this. 
No doubt this church, in common with others, 
suffered heavily at the time of the " Great Pillage," 
as it certainly did during the Commonwealth period, 
when the ancient stained glass, and probably much 
else, was destroyed. 2 Again in 1742 the church 
underwent a " renovation," which consisted of plaster 
and whitewash and the removal of old woodwork. 
In 1816 further "improvements" were effected, the 
remains of the old rood screen being then removed, 
while to complete the devastation a fire occurred in 
1857, which practically left nothing standing save 
the tower and the walls. These circumstances 
account for the meagreness of ancient memorials 
in a church with a history covering at least 700 
years and in close proximity to an old border 
castle, the scene of many stirring events, and the

1 The stone is 31 inches long, 12 inches wide at the top and 9 inches 
at the bottom. It was used as a gravestone in 1777, but it is now 
placed in the church porch.

2 See Phillips, Civil War in Wales and the Marches.
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home of the Montalts, Stanleys, and other noble 
families.

In recording the various memorial inscriptions 
now remaining in the church, the first place may be 
given to those of the Ravenscrofts of Bretton. The 
family settled in the parish about the year 1440, 
being an offshoot of an ancient Cheshire family, 
which became divided into three branches, viz. the 
Ravenscrofts of Ravenscroft, of Bretton, and of 
Pickhill. About the above-mentioned date Hugh 
Ravenscroft of Ravenscroft was steward of the 
lordships of Hawarden, Hopedale, and Mold. He 
married Isabel, daughter and heiress of Ralph 
Holland of Bretton-in-Hawarden, so founding the 
Bretton branch. Of their seat, known as Bretton 
Hall, nothing now remains but a moated area, 38 
yards by 33 yards, square in shape, with rounded 
corners, and entirely surrounded by water. At the 
north-west corner are a few stones, the foundation 
of the walls of the hall. The various members of 
the family took an active part in county and 
parochial affairs, as sheriffs, members of Parlia 
ment, churchwardens, and feoffees of the grammar 
school. The will of Henry Ravenscroft (May 17, 
1486) directed that he should be buried in the 
parish church at Hawarden, and left money to the 
church for Masses, six white candles for his funeral, 
six purple altar-cloths, and other bequests. The 
Hawarden parish registers have over one hundred 
entries relating to this family between the years 
1585 and 1700.

It is said of Thomas, the father of George 
Ravenscroft (No. i), that riding though the village 
of Dodleston, near to Bretton Hall, he was at 
tracted by a small boy playing by the roadside. 
Mr. Ravenscroft made inquiries as to the boy's 
parentage, and found that he was the natural son 
of Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley, Cheshire, by a
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certain Alice Sparke. He communicated with the 
Egertons, who had the boy educated, and he eventu 
ally became the famous Lord Chancellor Egerton, 
Viscount Brackley. The chancellor's first wife 
was Elizabeth, daughter of his benefactor Thomas 
Ravenscroft. George Ravenscroft, son of this 
Thomas by Katherine Grosvenor of Eaton, appears 
to be fifth in descent from the founder of the Bretton 
or Hawarden branch. He increased his estate by 
marriage with Dorothy, daughter and heiress of 
John Davies of Broadlane, constable of Hawarden 
Castle. The marriage agreement is dated 1549. He 
bought land in Hawarden and Dodleston parishes in 
1561 from Thomas Bunbury of Stanney, and was 
knight of the shire for Flint in 1563. In 1573 the 
Norroy King of Arms confirmed to him the arms 
borne by the ancient house of Ravenscroft in the 
following words:

" Being required to make search in the registers and records 
of my office for the arms belonging to the name and family 
whereof George Ravenscroft of Bretton is descended, I find him 
to be the son and heir of Thomas Ravenscroft, son of George, 
son of Raulf, son of Henry, son of Hugh Ravenscroft and of 
Isabel his wife, daughter and one of the heirs of Raulf Holland 
and Rose his wife, daughter and heir of John Scavington, son of 
William Scavington and Mary his wife, daughter and heir of 
Hugh Brickhull: "So that finding the true and perfect descent, 
I could not, without his great prejudice, assign unto him any 
other arms and creaste than those which are to him descended 
from his ancestors, that is to say: Quarterly, in the first (for 
Ravenscroft) Silver a chevron between three ravens' heads erazed 
Sable ; the seconde (for Hollande) Azure a lion rampant semy 

flower de luces Silver; the third (for Skavington) Silver, three 
bulls' heads, erazed Sable; the fourth (for Brickhull), Sable 
three garbs within a border Golde; in the fifth (for Swetenham), 
Silver on a bend Vert three spades Silver the irons Sable; the 
laste quarter as the firste. And to the Creaste, Standing on a 
chapeau Gules a lion passant hole faced Silver mantled Gules dubled 
Silver."

No. i. A plain round-topped marble tablet on the 
wall of the south aisle :
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GEORGIVS 
RAVENSCROFTE

ARMIGER ANTIQVA GENEROSA STIRPE 
ORIVNDVS E DOROTHEA F ET H^REDE 
JOHANNIS DAVIES ARMIGER ; VXORE CHARISS 
LIBEROS 12 . SVSCEPIT, FILIOS NOVEM ET TRES 
FILIAS QVORVM SEX THOMAM SCILICET, GVLIELM^, 
RADVLPHVM, EDWARDV, ROGERVM, ET ANTONIVM, 
(PATRE OPTIMO ORBATOS) SVPERSTITES RELIQVIT PvBLICI 
VlCECOMITIS MILITIS PRO PARLIAMENTO CvSTODIS 
ROTVLORVM ET PACIS MVNIA MAGNA CVM LAVDE GESSIT 
DEVM SANCTE COLVIT : FIDE IN AMICOS . ET PROMIXOS 
CHARITATE EXIMIA CLARVIT . TANDEMQ; SVB CERTA 
RESVRRECTIONIS IN CHRISTO SPE VITAM FRAGII.EM 
CVM . STERNA . MVTAVIT MAIJ . 28 . ANO. DNI. 1592.

SVOQ; CLIMACTERICO.
HlC PECCATORIS MISERI JACET (ECCfi) CADAVER, 
QVEM CHRISTI SANGVIS PROFVSVS . MORTE REDEMIT, 
PETRA FVIT FIDEI PRETIOS^E ET . VICTIMA VIT^E, 
ET MEA SPES IN QVA MORIENS EXPECTO SALVTEM
PECCAVI FATEOR GRAVITER PECCATAQ; FLEVI,
MAJOR COMISSIS CHRISTI EST MISERATIO NOSTRIS.

HOC MONVMENTV DESIGNAVIT FIERI IN MEMORIAM 
PATRIS ET . svi IPSIVS GVLIELMVS RAVENSCROFTE 
ARMIGER CVRA ET EXPENSIS FRATRIS ET EXECV- 
TORIS svi ANTONIJ RAVENSCROFTE ARMIGERI.

Of the sons mentioned on the above tablet: 
Thomas succeeded to the Bretton and Broadlane 
estates; he purchased the manor and other estates 
in Dodleston, was sheriff of Flintshire 1595 and 
1607, patent clerk of the Enrolments 1604, and 
married Katherine, daughter of Sir Roger Brereton, 
knight, of Halghton. William was a barrister of 
Lincoln's Inn, clerk of the Petty Bag, M.P. for 
Flintshire and Old Sarum; died October 27, 1628. 
Ralph had an appointment under the Great Seal to 
be an escheator of Flintshire. Edward married first, 
Mary Hockenhall; and secondly, Anne Griffith, 
daughter of William Griffith of Aston, and co-heir 
with her sister Dorothy, wife of William Dymocke, 
of the Moor, Hawarden. Roger, M.A. and in holy 
orders, was prebendary of Chester Cathedral 1599
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and rector of Dodleston 1616. His son, Thomas 
Ravenscroft, was a musician of some distinction, 
graduated Mus.Bac. at Cambridge in 1607, when 
he was 15 years old, and before he was of age began 
to publish music. In the composition of his book 
of Psalms he was assisted by John Milton (father of 
the poet), Tallis, and others. Anthony was a cap 
tain in the Irish wars.

No. 2. A white marble tablet on the north wall 
of the chancel, inscribed :

Here lies the Body of
Thomas Ravenscroft

of Broadlane in the County of Flint Esq.
The only Son of Edward Ravenscroft Esq.

who departed this life the 3rd day of
May An0 Dom 1698

in the 28th year of his age.
In the year 1691 he married Honora
the only daughter of Ralph Sneyd of

Keel Hall in the County of Stafford Esq.
by whom he had issue one Son Thomas

and three daughters Honora, Catherine, and Ann,
he died in the Service of his Country a Membr

of Parliament, and lamented by all who knew
him; he was a kind Husband & Father

Just to his word and Friend 
Quis dcsiderio sit pudor aut modus

tam chari capitis 
Here lyeth also the Body of his only Son

Thomas Ravenscroft
» who was born after his death 

and deceased the 3rd of June 
An Dom 1698

The above Thomas Ravenscroft was sheriff of 
Flintshire in 1692, during part of which year he had 
a licence, signed by King William, to be absent 
from the country. In 1692-3 Edward Ravens 
croft, the play writer, dedicated his Anatomist to 
this Thomas Ravenscroft. His widow l married

1 Her father, Ralph Sneyd, married Frances, a daughter of Sir John 
Dryden of Canons Ashby, who was first cousin to John Dryden the 
poet. I am obliged for this information to General Sneyd of Ash- 
combe Park, Leek.
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the Rev. John Davies, D.D., of Shrewsbury, second 
son of Mutton Davies of Gwysaney.

Nos. 3, 4. Two stones in the floor of the Whitley 
Chancel, now partly covered and placed end to end ; 
originally they were side by side, as is shown in 
the last two lines of the inscriptions, which read 
across, forming the sentence.

Primam jam assectus 
Secundam expectans Resurectionem

Hie jacet
Inclytae prosapiae ac virtutis vir

Thomas Ravenscroft de Bretton Armiger
Obijt proh dolor 8°

et Sepultus fuit 
4° Calendarrum Julij 

Anno aetatis Suae 60 
Anno Salutis nostrae

1678
In vita fuerunt 

non sunt Separati

In fide Resurectionis ad-vitam aeternam
Depositum

Corpus Illustris ilius Faeminae 
Dme ;Margarettae Ravenscroft

Uxoris
Dum fata tulerunt 

Amplisimi illius viri
Thomae Ravenscroft de Bretton Armigeri 

perpulchra prius Condecoratae Sobole
Hanc

et Pater et Proles magna Comitante Caterva 
Maestis hie reposuerunt lachrymis

obijt (fari dolet) 
Decimo die Augusti 
Anno aetatis Suae 59 

Anno Dom'i
1670

Dilectissimi et jucundissimi 
et in morte.

The above Thomas Ravenscroft, born in 1618, 
was usually styled " Colonel." He was a Par 
liamentarian, and acted as sheriff of Flintshire in
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1649. He held Hawarden Castle for the Parliament. 
Being restored to favour at the Restoration, he was 
made D.L. for the county in 1674. His wife Mar 
garet was daughter of William Salisbury of Rug 
in Merionethshire, who was governor of Denbigh 
Castle. They had issue eight sons and four daugh 
ters. The fourth daughter, Dorothy, was buried 
in Hawarden Church, and a memorial with the 
following inscription was placed on her grave, but 
is not now in existence:

D.O.M.
Memorise Sacrum

Spe surgendi hie jacet Dorothea Ravenscroft
Virgo pientissima filia Thomae Ravenscroft de

Bretton Arm. Quae tamen virtute magis quam natalium
Splendore claruit quae gravi et diuturno
Morbo confecta firma in Christo fide et

Invicta animi patientia in Coelestem patriam
demigravit. Cum vixisset annos 54.

Obiit die Julii 24
Anno Salutis

1694
Ad cujus perpetuam memoriam maestissima
Sua Soror Francisca Wilbraham hoc multis

cum lachrymis posuit et consecravit
Dormit non mortua est.

No. 5. A tablet on the south wall of the nave 
commemorates Elizabeth Booth, granddaughter of 
Robert Ravenscroft (1589-. . .). Her mother 
Anne married her cousin Nathaniel Booth, brother 
of George Lord Delamere, fourth son of William 
Booth by Vere, daughter of the Hon. Sir Thomas 
Egerton, heir of Lord Chancellor Egerton. The 
inscription reads:

Near this place lye the remains of Elizabeth Boothe daughter 
of Nathaniel Boothe of Mottram in the County of Chester who 
departed this life the aznd of June 1736 in the 87th year of 
her age.

She was a person of most unexceptionable behaviour Univer 
sally beneficent, and universally beloved. She considered herself
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an accountable creature, a servant of the all seeing God, and did 
her best to appear acceptable in His sight.

Her cheerfulness increased with her days, for every day added 
to the number of her good works, and may this truth be regarded 
by all, viz. that nothing can make old age supportable, but the 
cordial reflections of a well spent youth.

The Righteous see no terror in the face of death, to them he 
has no sting, this made her smile at his approach, and she 
embraced him as the welcome usher to the blissful regions.

You who would so die, 
So live.

The Evatt 1 or Evote family, it is said, came 
originally from Lincolnshire. A Robert Evatt was 
living at Key worth in Leicestershire in 1545 ; his 
son Thomas was ordained priest by the Bishop of 
London in 1589; another son (Richard) was 
rector of St. Mary's, Stamford, and chaplain 
to Thomas Cecil, first Earl of Exeter. Richard's 
brother John, who was nominated to the deanery 
of Elphin Cathedral in 1613 by James I, married 
Joan Badger, and their son Edward is the subject 
of the following memorial brass. He served under 
the Duke of Ormonde in Ireland, and in 1647 was 
appointed captain to command a troop of the " New 
Horse." About 1650 he removed his family to 
North Wales, and settled them at Kelsterton, near 
Flint. At the Restoration he returned to Ireland, 
and was attached to Colonel Howard's troop of 
horse. Various references are made to him in the 
State papers of the period, and in 1667 he received 
a grant of ^870 in lieu of grants of land, as an 
officer before 1649. While living at Flint he was 
interested in coal mining. His first wife died there, 
and he then married Dorothy Ravenscroft, of Aston 
Hall, Hawarden, and removed to the Killens in 
this parish. Here he again became interested in 
coal mining in Shotton township, and also took an

1 The Evatt arms are : Argent six escallops in pile sable. Lieut.- 
Colonel Evatt has supplied me with information about his family.
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active part in parish affairs. He was twice church 
warden and feoffee of the grammar school. His 
legacy to the parish, recorded on the brass, was 
invested unfortunately, and is now lost.

No. 6. A brass near the vestry door on the north 
wall of the chancel, inscribed :

To the Memory of Major Edward Evatt who dyed ye XII day 
of May in ye year of our Lord 1683 Who in his Sevral Capacities 
discharged the duty of a good Souldier a loving husband a 
Charitable Christian, Ye first his early and long Services for his 
King, Ye Second his Surviveing relict, and Ye last his own works 
Can Testifie Amongst which ye perpetual use of fifty pounds a 
Year, towards ye releif of twenty poore widdows deserve to be 
Mentioned and Dorothy Evatt his widdow has Caused it to be 
transcribed on his Tomb that neither ye poore may be robbed 
of his Charity nor posterity loose ye benefit of so good an 
example.

He hath dispersed & given to ye poore, 
And his Righteousness remaineth for Ever. 

Psalm cxii vers ix.

Willet, in his History of Hawarden (1822), says 
that, according to the earliest records of the Whitley 
family, Richard Whitley married Margery, daughter 
and heiress of William Messam, son of Robert, son 
of Richard, son of Harry de Messam, by his wife, 
the daughter and heiress of Richard Aston, son of 
Adam Aston, who was living in 1268. Aston Hall 
was the family seat. John Whitley, the third in 
descent from Richard, married Constance, daughter 
of Piers Stanley of Ewloe, descended from Sir 
William Stanley of Hooton. The estate eventually 
became the property of Charles Dundas, M.P., of 
Barton Court, Berkshire, by his marriage with the 
heiress, Anne Whitley; their only daughter, Jane 
Whitley Dundas, married James Deans, an admiral 
in the Navy, who assumed the names of Whitley 
Dundas in addition to that of Deans. Aston Hall 1 
and the estate passed by purchase to the late W. E.

1 See Appendix I.
M
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Gladstone, and now form part of the Hawarden 
estate.

The south chancel in the parish church, known 
as the Whitley Chancel, belonged to the family, but 
in 1817 Charles Dundas, Esq., gave it to the parish, 
retaining only the rights of burial and the preserva 
tion of its monuments.

No. 7. On the south wall of the Whitley Chancel 
is a finely carved marble tablet, surmounted by a 
shield with two helmets, above which are the Whitley 
and Brereton crests. On the shield are the arms of I 
Whitley impaling those of Brereton : I

Underneath rests ye body
of Thomas Whitley

of Aston in ye County
of Flint Esq. and also

of Elizabeth his 2nd wife
daughr. to Roger

Brereton of Halgton in
Ye Same County Esqr-

he dyed January ye 3rd 1650
She dyed January ye 3oth 1667
by her he had 5 Sons, Roger,

Richard, John, Ralph and Peter
And five daughters Elizabeth 

Eleanor, Mary, Anne, and Sidney
In the Same grave also 

lyes ye body of their daughter
Anne Whitley who died

Septr n th 1692 and the bodies
of their daughtr- Sidney Whitley

Who dyed March 3ist 1712.

Thomas Whitley was sheriff of Flint in 1637. 
He married first, Dorothy, daughter of Thomas 
Ravenscroft of Bretton (1600) ; secondly, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Roger Brereton of Halghton. 1 By his 
first wife he had issue a son Thomas and a daughter 
Katherine; by his second wife five sons and five

1 In the year 1630 Ralph Brereton, citizen and haberdasher of 
London, brother-in-law of Thomas Whitley, left .£250 to the poor 
of Hawarden.
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daughters. He compounded for his estate for 
^"125. By the marriage of his eldest son Thomas, 
the families of Ravenscroft of Bretton, Stanley of 
Ewloe, and Whitley of Aston became united. Of 
the other sons, Roger, the second (see No. 9), had 
a career of some distinction, as will be seen later. 
Richard was killed in the defence of Hawarden 
Castle, being a captain of foot in the service of 
Charles I. John, a colonel of foot in the same 
service, was slain at the defence of Conway. Ralph 
was Constable of Flint Castle in 1664. Of the 
daughters, Elizabeth married at Hawarden Edward 
Morgan of Golden Grove, Flintshire, who was 
killed at the battle of Winnington Bridge in the 
Cheshire Rising in 1659, and was buried at 
Hawarden. Mary married Dr. Angel, the third 
son of Dr. Angel of Crowhurst and Elizabeth his 
wife, daughter of Sir Robert Edolph. Prior to the 
fire in 1857 the following inscription was on one of 
the memorials then destroyed :

Here lyeth ye bodies of 
Robert Angel Dr . of Physicke

Son of John Angel
of Crowhurst in the County of Surrey

he died Jany. 20 1703
Also

Mary his wife daughter of
Thomas Whitley of Aston

in the County of Flint. Esqr.
by Elizabeth his Seconde wife

daughter of Roger Brereton of Holton
in the County of Flint, Esqr.

She dyed ye Seventh day of June 1704
They had one child who dyed

a year old and was named
John 

And was buried in ye Same Chancel.

Dr. Angel resided and practised in Chester, and 
he and his wife were evidently in favour with
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Dr. Thomas Cartwright, the Jacobean Bishop of 
Chester. 1

The youngest daughter, Sydney, who died in 
1712, unmarried, left ^50 to the poor of St. Peter's 
parish, Chester.

No. 8. A small oval brass on the south wall of 
the Whitley Chancel :

Hie
indubitata Spe

Letse Resurrectionis
Deposuit exuvias Mortales

Robertus Whitley
de Aston Armiger qui

obijt decimo quinto die
Novembris Ano Dorn 1686

SVJE 74°

I

Not much is known of the above Robert. He 
had a daughter Anne, baptized in 1659, and his 
name appears as one of the justices of the peace 
in 1680.

Colonel Roger Whitley, on the other hand, com 
memorated by the following epitaph, was a man of 
more than ordinary ability. He was a soldier of 
distinction, a courtier and confidant of kings, a 
popular democratic mayor and member of Parlia 
ment. He obtained high rank in the army of 
Charles I. The grant of Arms 2 gives the following 
interesting account of his achievements : first at 
Kenton field as commander of infantry ; then at 
Lichfield, Roundway-down, Bristol, Gloucester, 
Newbury, and Newark as commander of a squadron 
of a cavalry ; he showed great skill and resource. 
Later he held the Castle of Aberystwith against 
Cromwell's troops for seven months,3 only capitulat 
ing by the King's command. He also fought in 
Scotland, and finally went into exile with Charles II,

1 See the bishop's Diary, printed by the Catnden Society.
8 See Appendix II.
3 See Phillips, Civil War in Wales.
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being appointed Knight Harbinger to that monarch. 
On the eve of the Restoration he was deputed to 
carry the King's orders into Cheshire, and had 
much to do with the rising in that county under 
Lord Delamere. He also placed a garrison in 
Hawarden Castle, and induced some of his old 
Hawarden friends to take part in the rising. At 
the Restoration, among other favours he received 
from the King the chapel and hospital of St. John, 
Chester, an ancient institution which had been 
destroyed during the Civil War, and which the 
colonel rebuilt. He was elected member of 
Parliament for Flint Boroughs in 1660, represent 
ing that constituency until the last Parliament of 
Charles II. In 1687, not approving of the Court 
policy, he was returned Whig Member for Chester, 
of which city he was also four times Mayor (1692-5). 
Among the Chester Corporation plate is a hand 
some silver ewer given by Alderman Colonel Roger 
Whitley in 1680. He resided at Peel Hall, near 
Tarvin, and from the frequent mention of his name 
in Bishop Cartwright's diary, he evidently took an 
active part in the social as well as the political life of 
the city and country. He entertained William III 
at Peel Hall when that monarch was on his way to 
Ireland. He possessed an estate in Northop (Flint) 
which descended to the Earl of Plymouth, and 
was afterwards sold to the Grosvenor family. His 
son Thomas was member of Parliament for Flint 
Boroughs in 1681 and 1690. A daughter Henrietta 
Maria married Sir Michael Biddulph of Elmhurst 
(second Baronet and M.P. for Lichfield); she 
had a fortune of ^8000, and was buried in West 
minster Abbey on October 15, 1689. His daughter 
Elizabeth married Sir John Mainwaring of Peover, 
Cheshire.

A portrait of Colonel Whitley was in the posses 
sion of the Rev. C. W. S. Stanhope of Crowton



182 The Memorial Inscriptions in

Vicarage, Northwich, in 1879, but its present where 
abouts are not known.

No. 9. A marble monument over the door of the 
Whitley Chancel, surmounted by a shield bearing 
the Whitley arms and an inescutcheon on which is 
the lion of England passant guardant: 1

Near this place lieth
interred the body of

Colonel Roger Whitley
late of Peel in the County of Chester
eldest son of Thomas Whitley, Esq.

of Aston in this Parish by Elizabeth Brereton
his second wife 

He married Charlotte sister of the Right Honorable
Charles Gerard, Earl of Macclesfield

and had by her issue three sons and six daughters viz.
Gerard, Thomas, Roger, Elizabeth, Charlotte,
Henrietta Maria, Penelope, Jane and Anne

He died July lyth, 1697
This monument was erected to his memory

by his grand-daughters Charlotte and Elizabeth Mainwaring
daughters of Sir John Mainwaring

of Peover in the County of Chester, Bart.
and Elizabeth Whitley

1722.

No. 10. The east window of the Whitley Chancel 
has the following:

In memory of C. J. Whitley Deans Dundas of Aston Hall in 
this Parish, formerly of the Coldstream Guards and M.P. for 
the Borough of Flint, who died April n, 1856, aged 45 years. 
Erected by his friends and relations 1859.

No. ii. A brass on the south wall of the Whitley 
Chancel:

Depositum 
Johannis Pricsei S. T. P. Johannis Pricsei de Rhiwlas Ar.

Filii natu Minoris
Novi Collegii apud Oxonienses olim Socii 
Postea Ecclesise Assavensis Prsebendarii

Qui 
Natalium splendorem, Pietate in Deum minime fucati

1 See Appendix II.
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Morum sanctitate, Integritate, suavitate egregie
Honestavit 

Ineunte Adolescentia pro Carolo Sub Gulielmo Fratre
Ordines duxit 

Deinde se totum Christo et Ecclesias Consecravit;
Et Sacris Ordinibus initiatus 

Ecclesiam hanc per Annos octodecim maxima Cum laude
rexit 

Vixit Annos Lxm Menses ix Dies xi obiit iv Non Mart. A.D.
MDCLXXXIII

Jana ex Fratre Neptis
Testamento Hseres dicta

Observantiae et Gratitudinis ergo
H. M. P.

This brass is a palimpsest, the reverse side bearing 
the upper halves of a man and his wife in costume 
of the early part of the seven 
teenth century.1 Rector Price 
was a member of the well-known 
Welsh family of Price of Rhiwlas, 
near Bala, and as recorded above 
served under his elder brother 
William in the cause of Charles 
I, afterwards taking holy orders. 
He was rector of Hawarden 
1666-83, and prebendary of 
Llanfair, St. Asaph, 1682.

No. 12, Near the above brass is a smaller one 
bearing a shield on which are these arms:

Quarterly; ist. a lion rampant, for Price; 2nd. a rose, for 
Howel Arglwydd Rhos; 3rd. a chevron between three wolves' 
heads erased, for Ryrid Vlaidd, lord of Penllyn; 4th. a griffin 
segreant, for Griffith Goch, lord of Rhos and Rhyvoniog.

The Corbin family were yeomen who have 
resided in the parish from ancient times, but the 
surname is now extinct there. 2 An " old manuscript" 
quoted by Willet and others records that:

1 See facsimile, and Mr. Mill Stephenson's note in Trans. Hist. 
Soc., Ixiv. 320.

2 The Corbin or Corbyn arms were: Argent on a chief Or, three 
ravens Sable.

Price Arras
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In the sixth year of the reign of Conan (ap Ellis ap Anarawd), 
King of Gwyneth or North Wales, A.D. 946, there was in a 
Christian temple in a place called Harden, a roodloft; in which 
was placed an image of the Virgin Mary, in whose hands was a 
large cross, which was called the Holy Rood. About this time 
there happened a dry summer, so dry that there was no grass for 
the cattle, upon which the inhabitants went and prayed to the 
Holy Rood, that it would cause rain, but to no purpose. 
Amongst the rest the Lady Trawst (whose husband's name was 
Sytsylht, a nobleman and governor of the Castle) went to pray 
to the Rood, and she praying long and earnestly, the said Rood 
fell down upon her and killed her. A jury was appointed to try 
the Rood for murder. Their names were as follows :

Hincot of Hancot, Span of Mancot, 
Leach and Lach and Comberbach,

Feet and Pate, with Corbin of the Gate, 
Milling and Hughet with Gill and Pughet.

Upon examination of evidence they declare the Rood to be 
guilty of wilful murder, and also guilty of not answering many 
petitions, and ordered her to be hanged. Span opposed this 
course, and suggested that as they wanted rain, it would be best 
to drown her. This was fiercely opposed by Corbin, who advised 
laying her down on the sands of the river, from whence they 
would see what happen to her. This was accordingly done. 
Soon after the tide came and carried the Rood to some low- 
lying land near the city called Caer-Leon (Chester), where it was 
found next day. The inhabitants of the city buried her at the 
place on which it was found, and erected a monument of stone 
over it with this inscription :

The Jews their God did crucify 
The Hardeners theirs did drown 
'Cause with their wants she'd not comply 
And lies under this cold stone.

This legend is said to account for the name of 
the Rood-eye or Roodee at Chester. Corbin's 
house, where the inquest was held, stood until a 
generation ago at "the gate" of Hawarden old 
castle, and a meadow near by, which would then 
be the sands of the river, is pointed out as the 
place on which the rood was left, and is called the 
"Rotten" meadow from this circumstance. It is 
also interesting to note that Mancot is a township
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of the parish, and that Comberbach, Leach, Milling, 
Huet and Gill are names of families who here 
resided in the parish for generations. The inhabi 
tants of the neighbouring parishes still use the 
name " Hawarden Jews " as a term of reproach to 
the inhabitants of this parish.

No. 13. A small brass on the south wall:

M.S.
GULIELMI Corbin de Broadlane Gen.

Qui efflata anima 10° Aprilis 1691
hie jacet Sepultus

nee non 
Filiorum ejus prope requiescentium

Joannis, Thomae et Gulielmi.
Johannes obiit Decembris 6° 1720
Thomas obiit Novembris 27° 1717

Gulielmus adhuc Juvenis obiit
ibidem

Elizabethae quse obiit Januarii 24° 1729 
Hannah, quse obiit Aprilis 26° 1783 Mt. 68°

Uxorum Gulielmi Corbin 
Filii natu maximi Johannis Corbin 

Guliemus Corbin ob Maii 6° 1783 Mt. 82.

The Boydell family is one of considerable anti 
quity, and lived in the neighbouring parish of 
Dodleston in the thirteenth century. The con 
nection of the name with Hawarden parish dates 
from 1730 when Mr. Josiah Boydell (No. 14) 
came to Hawarden as agent to Sir John Glynne; 
he was son of Dr. Boydell, vicar of Dorrington 
and rector of Mapleton in Derbyshire. Sir John 
had recently taken up his residence on the Haw 
arden estate, and was interesting himself with 
many improvements, so that Mr. Boydell in his 
capacity as agent had much to do with the re 
claiming of Saltney Marsh, the planting and en 
closing of the park, and the building of the new 
house on the site of Broadlane Hall. Mr. Boydell 
was churchwarden in 1741. His son John attained 
considerable fame as an engraver and became Lord
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Mayor of London. His father intended that he 
should follow his own profession as estate agent, 
but the boy one day seeing a drawing of Hawarden 
Castle, his ambition was aroused to become an 
engraver. When he was nineteen years of age he 
walked to London and apprenticed himself to 
Toms the engraver. He soon began to publish 
on his own account, and before long revolutionised 
the print trade. He married Elizabeth Lloyd of 
Broadlane in 1747. In 1782 he was elected 
Alderman of the Cheap, Sheriff in 1788, and Lord 
Mayor in 1790.

Mr. Samuel Boydell (see No. 15), brother to 
the Lord Mayor, lived at the Manor Farm; he 
was churchwarden in 1756. He had a son pos 
sessed of considerable artistic skill, who was 
placed under the care of his uncle, studied paint 
ing under West, and mezzotint engraving. He 
exhibited at the Royal Academy between the years 
1792 and 1799, succeeded his uncle as alderman, 
died in 1817, and was buried in Hampstead Church.

Willet mentions a memorial in the church in 
1820, designed by Banks, representing Grief per 
sonified leaning over an urn, inscribed as follows :

Thomas Boydell Esq. 
And Mary the daughter 

of Cuthbert Ridley of Macclesfield, 
In the County of Chester, Gentleman, 

Were married May xxist MDCCLXI 
He died July xxxist MDCCXCV

Aged LXVI
Having survived his affectionate wife 

10 years.

Sacred to the Memory 
of Thomas Boydell Esquire, late of Travallyn in the County o£

Denbigh
Many years agent for Several Estates
in this and the Neighbouring Counties

His industry was unremitted, his Probity unquestioned
And his Benevolence unbounded.
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In his extensive concerns he reconciled
A vigilant zeal for the interest of the Landlord

With a compassionate indulgence to the Tenant
He died revered by his family
Beloved by his acquaintance

And lamented by all.
His children, in memory of the best of Parents, 

have erected this Monument.

Nos. 14, 15. Two brasses near the north door of 
the nave commemorate the family, the above in 
scription having perished in the fire of 1857:

Near this place lye the Remains of 
Josiah Boydell of Broadlane Gent. 

Who Calmly resigned the State of Mortality 
the 16th Day of Deer. 1757

aged 63 years
He was 23 years agent to the Lord of this Manor 

Which trust he discharged with
Judgement and Fidelity

His principles were founded on True Religion 
his life was useful to many 

but his Death happy 
to himself alone.

Ann wife of Samuel Boydell of the Manor
died soon after the birth of her ninth child
Jan 15 1764 in the 3gth year of her age

She was an affectionate wife
An indulgent mother

and
a sincere Christian 

Also the Body of Samuel Boydell
of the

Manor who departed this Life Nov 24 1783 
Aged 56 years.

The Glynnes of Glynllivon in the county of 
Carnarvon are traditionally descended from Cilmin 
Troed Dhu (Cilmin of the Blackfoot), A.D. 843, 
chief of the fourth of the fourteen tribes of 
North Wales. They also claim royal descent 
from Edward III through the Stradlings of St. 
Donat's, Glamorganshire. Their connection with 
Hawarden dates from 1651, when Serjeant Glynne
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purchased Hawarden castle and rectory from the 
Agents of Sequestration, James the seventh Earl 
of Derby, the former proprietor, having been 
beheaded the same year at Bolton. Sir John 
Glynne (the Serjeant and afterwards Chief Justice) 
came prominently into notice during the indictment 
of Strafford. He did not reside at Hawarden. His 
son, Sir William Glynne, first baronet, sat in 
Richard Cromwell's Parliament as member for 
Carnarvonshire, and was sheriff of Flintshire in 
1673. He married Penelope, daughter of Stephen 
Anderson of Eyeworth, by whom he had four 
sons and five daughters. He lived at Ambrosden, 
where Anne (No. 16) was in 1680. She married 
her cousin Edward Hill, and was buried at Haw 
arden in 1740.

Sir John Glynne (1712-77) was the first of the 
family who made Hawarden his home. He married, 
at nineteen, Honora, fourteen years old, daughter 
and heiress of Henry Conway and Honora Ravens- 
croft. He contested Flint boroughs in his twenty- 
second year, spending ,£34,000 on his election, but 
was not then returned, but from 1753 onwards he 
represented the borough for five Parliaments. 
He had six sons and eight daughters, two of 
whom were Anne (No. 18), who died in Chester 
unmarried, and Lucy (No. 17), who married James 
Gordon of Bath.

Sir Stephen Richard Glynne (No. 19) was son 
of the Rev. Sir Stephen Glynne (squire and rector) 
and Mary, daughter of Richard Bennett of Farm- 
cott. He married in 1806 Mary Neville, second 
daughter of Richard, Lord Braybrooke and Cathe 
rine Grenville. This Lady Glynne (No. 20) is 
said to have been directly related to five Prime 
Ministers the two Grevilles, Lord Chatham, Mr. 
Pitt, and Mr. Gladstone. They had issue two sons, 
Stephen Richard and Henry, and two daughters 
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Catherine, who married the Rt. Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone, and Mary, married to George, Lord 
Lyttelton (No. 24).

Henry Glynne (No. 21), second son of Sir 
S. R. Glynne, was for some years attached to a 
cavalry regiment, and later sat as member of 
Parliament for Flintshire. Entering holy orders 
he was presented to the living of Hawarden in 
1838, and was Canon of St. Asaph in 1855. He 
married Lavinia, daughter of William Henry, 
Lord Lyttelton (No. 22).

Sir Stephen Richard Glynne (No. 23), the last 
baronet, sat as a member for Flint Boroughs, 
1832-37, and for Flintshire, 1837-47. During 
his life he inspected and made notes on 5530 
churches in England and Wales. These notes, in 
many manuscript volumes, are now in St. Deiniol's 
Library at Hawarden. Three volumes Kent, Lan 
cashire, and Cheshire have been published. He 
died unmarried in 1874, and was buried with his 
brother, the rector, in the churchyard.

No. 16. A brass coffin plate, found in a vault 
under the altar, is now affixed to the north sanctuary 
wall:

Anne
Daughter of the first
Sr William Glynne

of Ambrosden in the County
of Oxford Bart

And Wife of
Edward Hill of Teddington

in the County
of Middlesex Esq.
departed this life
Jany. ye igth

1740-1

Nos. 17, 18. Two silver coffin plates found in 
the vault under the altar are now attached to the 
north wall of the sanctuary :
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Lucia Gordon 
Daughter of

Sir John and Lady Honora Glynne
Died i8th May 1811

Aged 58

Anne Glynne
daughter of the late

Sir John Glynne Bart
Obiit Septr. 7, 1835

Aetate 86

No. 19. The east window has the following 
inscription:

Gloria in excelsis Deo, in terra Pax hominibus. Per crucem 
tuam Libera nos Domine. In Memoriam Stephani Richardi 
Glynne Baroneti qui obijt 2 Die Martii Anno Domini 
MDCCCXV.

No. 20. A window in the Whitley Chancel:
In Memory of Mary Glynne Wife of Stephen Richard Glynne, 

who died May 13, 1854 ; and of her brother George Neville 
Grenville, late Rector of this Parish and Dean of Windsor, who 
died June ioth in the same year.

No. 21. A brass over the sedilia:
To the Glory of God

in Memory of Henry Glynne
38 years Rector of this Parish

This Reredos was erected by public
Subscription 1873.

No. 22. A window in the Whitley Chancel is 
inscribed:

In Memory of Lavinia, Wife of Henry Glynne Rector of this 
Parish, who died October 3rd 1850. Aged 29. And also 
Catherine their daughter, who died Feb. 13, 1854.

No. 23. On a recumbent figure by Noble in the 
Whitley Chancel:

Stephen Richard Glynne Bart.
Lord Lieutenant of the County of Flint

born the 22nd day of September A.D. 1807
died the i7th day of June 1874
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No. 24. A window on the north side of the 
sanctuary:

In loving memory of Mary youngest daughter of Sir Stephen 
Glynne, loth Baronet, and of Mary Neville his wife; born 
July 22, 1813, Married in this Church July 25, 1839, to George, 
4th Lord Lyttelton, died August 7, 1857. This window is 
placed here by the ten Survivors of her Children 1907. The 
Righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance.

The following are the inscriptions commemo 
rating Catherine, the elder sister of the above, her 
distinguished husband, and their descendants :

No. 25. In the Gladstone Memorial Chapel on 
the north side of the chancel:

To the Glory of God
And in reverent and loving memory of

William Ewart Gladstone, and of Catherine, his wife,
This shrine has been built and this Monument placed,

Within the Church where they worshipped,
In the home that they loved,

By their son, Henry Neville Gladstone,
July 28th, 1906.

Nos. 26, 27. In the same chapel on recumbent 
figures of Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone by Sir W. 
Richmond, R.A.

Catherine Gladstone, born 6th January, 1812; Married 25th 
July, 1839; Died 14th June, 1900. "Strength and honour are 
her clothing: She openeth her mouth with wisdom. In her 
tongue is the law of kindness. Let her own works praise her 
in the gates." Proverbs xxxi. " It would not be possible to 
unfold in words the value of the gifts which the bounty of 
Providence has conferred upon me through her." W. E. G., 
1888.

William Ewart Gladstone, born 2gth December 1809 : Married 
2£th July 1839; Died igth May 1898. "Mine eyes are unto 
Thee, O GOD the LORD." Psalm cxli. " All I write and all I 
think, and all I hope, is based upon the Divinity of our LORD. 
The one central hope of our poor wayward race." W. E. G., 1893. 
" Be inspired with the belief that life is a great and noble calling, 
not a mean and grovelling thing that we are to shuffle through 
as best we can, but an elevated and lofty destiny." W. E. G., 
1877.
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No. 28. On a marble tablet near the south arch 
of the same chapel is inscribed the hymn, " Rock 
of Ages," with the Latin translation made by Mr. 
Gladstone in 1848. At foot: " Placed by his grand 
children in love, gratitude and reverence."

No. 29. A tablet of alabaster and mosaic near the 
south arch of the same chapel.

William Henry Gladstone, born June 3rd 1840. Uniting the 
single-heartedness of childhood to the full development of his 
mental powers, and to high accomplishments, he closed in perfect 
peace a life of love and service to God and Man on July 4th, 
1891.

Placed by his father and mother.

No. 30. On the Whitley Chancel porch.

S. E. G. ~. H. N. G. 
H. J. G. ^ 1896

This Porch was erected to the Glory of God and to the 
Memory of William Henry Gladstone by his three brothers.

The above commemorate the eldest son of Mr. 
W. E. Gladstone. He represented in Parliament 
the city of Chester, the borough of Whitby, and 
East Worcester. He compiled a collection of 
hymns and tunes published in 1882, translated 
Thibaut's book on Purity in Musical Art, and 
composed many anthems, hymn tunes, and chants. 
He married Gertrude, daughter of Lord Blantyre.

No. 31. On the great west (Burne - Jones) 
window :

To the Glory of God
And a thank-offering for the lives of their parents

this window was dedicated by the sons and daughters
of William Ewart and Catherine Gladstone.

Ascensiontide 1898.

No. 32. On a silver-gilt chalice is the following 
inscription:

To the glory of God and in the Name of the Eternal Trinity 
this chalice was presented to the Rector of Hawarden by the
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Armenians of London and Paris on the 85th anniversary of 
William Ewart Gladstone, whose loving service on behalf of the 
persecuted Christians in Turkey they desire humbly and grate 
fully to acknowledge, and whose life they pray Almighty God 
may long preserve. Hawarden, Dec. 29, 1894.

No. 33. On a window in the north aisle, known 
as the " Armenian Window " :

To the Glory of God and in memory of the Armenians in 
Turkey who have suffered for the faith, and in undying gratitude 
for the inspiring example of William Ewart Gladstone, this 
window is dedicated by Arakel Zadouroff of Baku, Russia.

No. 34. A small brass in the pulpit:
To the Glory of God 

this Clock and the Altar Cross were given to
the Rev. Stephen E. Gladstone 1

as a token of affection to him and appreciation of his
X Years' Work in the Parish 1883.

No. 35. A window in the south aisle :
In allIn dear remembrance of Harry Drew. 2 Laus Deo. 

time of our tribulation, good Lord, deliver us.

No. 36. Three alabaster tablets on the south 
wall of the nave contain the following list of rectors 
of the parish. It was compiled 
by Dr. Cox, F.S.A. At the top 
of each tablet is cut a repre 
sentation of the seal of the 
"Peculiar and Exempt Juris 
diction of Hawarden." The 
device is the prophet Daniel in 
the lions' den, encircled with the 
words: "Sigillum: peculiaris : 
et: exemptae : jurisdictionis : 
de : Hawarden : " The seal has 
been in use since the rectorate of 
Lawrence Fogge, whose family 
arms are incorporated on it.

1 The Rev. Stephen Edward Gladstone, second son of Mr. W. E. 
Gladstone, was Rector of Hawarden from 1872 to 1904.

2 The Rev. Harry Drew, Rector of Hawarden 1904-10, married 
Mary, daughter of Mr. W. E. Gladstone.

N

Hawarden Court Seal
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RECTORES DE HAWARDEN
AB ANNO DOMINI MCLXXX.

1180 William de Montalt 
1209 Ralph de Montalt 
1216 Hugh de Montalt

William 
1272 Roger

Richard de Osgodeby 
1315 William de Melton 
1317 John Walewayn 
1331 Thomas de Brynton 
1333 Roger de Gildesburgh 
1344 John de Baddeley 
1350 James de Audelegh 
I 353 John Beysyn 
1357 Robert de Cougham 
1368 William Pette 
1391 Roger Davenport

Henry Marston 
1423 Marmaduke Lumley 
1425 John Millyngton 
1466 James Stanley 
1478 Matthew Fowler 
1487 James Stanley 
1505 Ralph Poole 
1538 John Vaughan

1557 Arthur Swift 
1561 Thomas Jackson 
1605 John Phillips 
1633 Thomas Draycott 
1636 Robert Browne 
1638 Christopher Pasley 
1640 Edward Bold 
1653 Lawrence Fogge 
1662 Orlando Fogge 
1666 John Price 
1685 Beaumont Percival 
1714 Bernard Gardiner 
1726 Francis Glynne 
1728 John Fletcher 
1741 Richard Williams 
1770 Stephen Glynne 
1780 Randolph Crewe 
1813 George Neville

Grenville
1834 Henry Glynne 
1872 Stephen Edward

Gladstone 
1904 Harry Drew 
1910 Frank S. M. Bennett

No. 37. Near the list of rectors :
These tablets were placed here in 1893 by Harry Drew, 

Priest, who having rendered to God and man true and laudable 
service entered into Rest Easter 1910.

I nimium dilecte, Deus vocat: 
I, bona nostrse pars animse : 
Mcerens altera, disce sequi.

No. 38. A window in the north wall of the 
chancel over the vestry door :

A thankoffering A. W. and C. G.

No. 39. A silver coffin plate, now attached to a 
pillar of the Whitley Chancel:

Richard Williams A.M.
Died the 3rd of January

1770 aged 61.
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Rector Williams (M.A., Jesus College, Oxford) 
was son of Rev. Peter Williams of Vron, Mold, 
and was rector from 1742, on the presentation of 
Sir John Glynne, till 1770, Willet says that 
Mr. Williams accepted the rectorate conditionally, 
to be resigned when any of the patron's family 
should be capable of holding it, but when this 
happened Mr. Williams peremptorily refused to 
resign. The rector evidently had Jacobite leanings, 
for information was lodged against him and Sir 
John Glynne to the effect that they had been 
seen on their bare knees on the bowling green of 
the " Stag's Head," drinking the health of Prince 
Charlie, the Young Pretender. They were taken 
to London by King's Messenger and kept in cus 
tody two months before they obtained a hearing 
before the Privy Council. In default of evidence 
they were acquitted.

In the parish room there is a marble slab which 
was in the church before the fire, and which has on 
it this inscription:

In the same vault
with both his vrifes

lie the remains of the Revd. Richard
Williams, Clerk A.M. late rector

of the Parish. Who died on the 3rd day of
January 1770 aged sixty-one years.

An honest man.

No. 40. A brass on wall of north aisle :

In memory of Gregory Burnett, Captain of the Second Flint 
shire Hawarden Rifle Volunteers Justice of the Peace for Suther- 
landshire and for twenty three years Confidential Agent for the 
Hawarden Estate.

Born Nov. 22 1806 in Kincardineshire. Died Jan. 10 1874 
at Hawarden and was buried in the graveyard of this church.

Erected by the members of his company in token of their 
respect and warm affection for one who by his zealous and 
patriotic spirit and by his wise liberal and sympathetic manage 
ment maintained its efficiency during the years of his command;
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and who in the upright and singleminded discharge of all the 
duties of his life, well sustained the Character of a Faithful 
Soldier and Servant of Christ.

Acts x. 22.

No. 41. A tablet on the south wall of the nave :

Sacred to the Memory :
of

Joseph Turner, Architect 
Alderman of the City of Chester.

Who departed this life
the 5th day of February, 1807

Aged 78

The many splendid and public works in which he was con 
cerned in the Counties of Flint Denbigh and Chester will be a 
lasting Memorial of his taste and ability as an Architect.

Mr. Turner resided in Hawarden and was I 
buried in the churchyard. The Vestry Book \ 
records show that he took considerable interest 
in the repair of the fabric of the church. He 
was architect for the Bridge Gate, Chester, Mold 
parish church tower, and the house built by Sir 
John Glynne to replace Broadlane Hall; this house 
forms the nucleus of the building now known as 
Hawarden Castle.

No. 42. A small brass affixed to one of the pillars 
of the Whitley Chancel:

Near this place
Edward White Benson

Archbishop of Canterbury
fell asleep in Christ 

Sunday Oct. n, 1896

No. 43, On the processional cross :

In Memory of the Most Reverend Father Archbishop Benson 
A.D. 1896.

No. 44. A brass on the north-west tower pillar:
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Placed by the Rector and Friends 
in Memory of Hugh Edwards

for 35 years 
True and Faithful

Sexton and Bell ringer of this Church 
Aged 92! Years.

No. 45. A brass near the north door :
To the Glory of God 

And to the bright Memory of
their Eldest Son 

Charles Richard Alfred Toller
born June 2nd 1878 

Wounded June 7th and died June 3Oth 1900
at Heilbron, South Africa,

this Tablet and the Small Carving
over the North Door

is thankfully placed by
his father and Mother.

R.I.P.

No. 46. A brass on the north wall of the chancel:
In Memory of Sarah Jones, for 16 Years 

Matron and Mother of the orphans in Mrs. Gladstone's home.
Born 27 February 1831; died 25 May 1885.

This Brass was placed here in grateful appreciation of her Work
by the Prime Minister and Mrs. Gladstone

" Her Children Arise and Call her blessed."

No. 47. On a pillar of the Whitley Chancel:
To Remember
Edgar Roberts

Choirboy
1909 1911

" Still all my Song shall be 
Nearer My God to Thee."

No. 48. A small tablet on the north-west tower 
pillar:

To Remember
A Man greatly beloved
Daniel C. Burlingham

for thirty-four Years
A Doctor in Hawarden

Whose life on earth 
Was finished May sth 1912
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No. 49. A tablet in the chancel:

Glory be to God on High
Sursum Corda

The Ascension carved on
the east wall was placed by many
parishioners in Memory of two
of the best friends Hawarden

Parish has ever known :
Maria Margaretta Rigby Nov. 14, 1896,

Mary Rigby Sept. 9, 1900.
Sisters inseparable who lived

Much amongst their poor Neighbours
especially in Moor, Mancot & Pentre.

No. 50. A tablet on the south wall of the nave :

Near the west end of the Church
are deposited the mortal remains of

William Hancock
late of Aston Bank

who after a severe and protracted illness 
which he bore with exemplary patience

and resignation to the Divine Will 
Departed this Life universally respected

on 7th October, 1832,
in the 71*' Year of his Age.

Under a grateful recollection
of his Social and Domestic Virtues

his affectionate Widow and Children
have erected this tablet

to his Memory.

Nos. 51, 52. The two windows at the west end 
of the north and south aisles have this inscription :

To the honour and Glory of God by Catherine Bennett.

To the honour and Glory of God by Ann Banks.

No. 53. A window near the organ in the south
aisle :

To the glory of God and in memory of
Henry Enfield Taylor who died Aug. 7 1904

Gertrude Isabella Taylor who died April n 1883
Ana Hilda Mary Taylor who died Mch 26 1883.
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No. 54. A small brass near the above:

In memory of Hugh Frank Taylor
born March lyth 1874 died February 28th 1910

Requiescat in Pace.

No. 55. A window on the south side of the 
Whitley Chancel:

In memory of Charles and Mary Davison of Shotton, by their 
daughter Sarah Davison A.D. 1852.

No. 56. A marble tablet on the south wall of the 
Whitley Chancel:

In Grateful remembrance 
of the renovation and embellishment of this

chancel effected in 1884
by Henry Hurlbutt J.P. of this County

for the honour of God's House and of His
Holy Name this tablet is placed

by the Rector A.D. 1889

No. 57. A window on the south side of the 
nave:

To the glory of God and in loving remembrance of Henry 
Hurlbutt this window was erected by his sons and daughters in 
the year 1913.

No. 58. A window on the north side of the 
nave:

To the glory of God and in Loving Remembrance of Mary 
Joy Hurlbutt this window was erected by her sons and daughters 
in the year 1911.

No. 59. A window in the north aisle:

To the Glory of God and in affectionate memory of Rosie the 
beloved wife of Edward Frampton who passed from this life 
during childbirth at the dawn of the agth December 1885 This 
window is designed and erected by her husband. R.I.P.

No. 60. A small tablet in the Whitley Chancel:

To remember R. Charles Ricketts, born 1896 died 1913  
" The angel who redeemed me bless the lads."
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I am greatly indebted to Mr. J. Paul Rylands, 
F.S.A., for much assistance with the heraldic por 
tion of these notes; also to the Rev. W. F. J. 
Timbrell, M.A., for the drawings from which the 
blocks were made; and to Mr. W. H. Rylands, 
F.S.A., for obtaining the copy of the grant of arms, 
Appendix II. I have freely used the following 
books: Willet's History of Hawarden, Taylor's 
:f$Rt> Whitaker's Ravenscrofts of Bretton and 

  vixff&ctrden, and The Family of Ravensc,roft, by 
ind R. B. Ravenscroft.
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APPENDICES

ARMS AT ASTON HALL

AT Aston Hall, Hawarden, the residence of the Whitley family, 
there is an interesting panelled room, the framework of oak and 
the panels filled with embossed Spanish leather. The mantel 
piece is finely carved, and the two centre panels painted with 
arms on square-shaped shields, slightly eared and rounded to a 
point at base. Each shield has two crests above, and the date 
1615 below.

On the first shield : Quarterly : i and 4. Whitley Argent, 
on a chief Gules three garbs Or. 2. Messam Argent, a chevron 
between three harts' heads caboshed Sable. 3. ... Gules, a 
pale fusilly Or.

Impaling quarterly of twelve: i. Ednefed Bende, for Evans 
 Argent, a chevron between three boars' heads couped Sable 
langued Gules. 2. Gwaithvoed Sable, a lion rampant Argent 
langued Gules. 3. Gruffydd ap Conan Gules, three lions pas 
sant in pale Argent. 4. Owen Gwynedd Sable, [vert] two [three] 
eagles, wings inverted, in fesse Or. 5. Ednefed Vychan Gules, 
a chevron Ermine, between three Englishmen's heads couped at 
the neck proper. 6. Llowarch Holbwrch Sable, a hart trippant 
Argent attired Or. 7. Hackluit, of Yetton, co. Hereford Argent, 
three pole-axes Gules, a crescent in chief Sable. 8. Milborne, of 
Tillington, co. Gloucester Gules, a chevron between three escal 
lops Argent. 9. Eynesford Gules, fretty Argent. 10. Roche  
Sable, three roaches naiant in pale Argent, n. Dreet Argent, 
a saltire engrailed Azure, a bordure also engrailed Or. 12. Card- 
ington Argent, a fess counterembattled Azure fretty Or, be 
tween in chief two lions passant respecting one another and in 
base a lion passant Gules.

On the second shield:  Whitley Quarterly, as in the first 
shield. Impaling quarterly of six: i. Ravenscroft of Bretton, 
co. Flint Argent a chevron, bet ween three ravens' heads erased, 
Sable. 2. Holland Azure, semee of fleurs-de-lys Argent, a lion 
rampant guardant Or langued Gules. 3. Skevington Argent,
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three bulls' heads erased Sable. 4. Brickhill of Bretton Azure, 
three garbs and a bordure Or. 5. Swetenham Argent on a bend 
Vert three spades of the first; a mullet for difference in sinister 
chief. 6. Trahaiam Goch for Davies of Hawarden Sable, 
[Azure] a chevron between in chief two dolphins hauriant em- 
bowed respecting one another, and in base another dolphin 
embowed hauriant Argent.

The crest of Whitley is over each shield: On a crest wreath 
Gules and Argent a hart's head couped Argent, attired Or; on a 
scroll issuing from its mouth the motto, " Live to Live." The 
second crest, for Evans, above the first shield: On a mural 
crown Or, a boar's head couped Sable, langued Gules. The 
second crest, for Ravenscroft, above the second shield : On a 
Cap of Maintenance Gules, turned up Ermine, a lion passant 
guardant Argent, langued Gules.

At the other end of the room, in large panels, are two three- 
quarter length oil paintings of a man and woman attired in court 
dress of the early Jacobean period. The paintings are probably 
contemporary with the painting of the arms over the chimney 
piece, and may represent Thomas Whitley (father of Colonel 
Roger Whitley) and his first wife, Dorothy Ravenscroft of Bretton. 
Over the door of the room hangs the curious figure of a bird, 
also contemporary with the panelling. It is cut out of solid 
wood, about 16 inches long, apparently intended to represent an 
eagle, standing on a branch with partly outspread wings.

II

GRANT OF AN AUGMENTATION OF ARMS BY KING CHARLES II 
TO COLONEL ROGER WHITLEY, GENTLEMAN USHER OF 
THE PRIVY CHAMBER, 9 JULY 1659.

CAROLUS ejus Nominis Secundus Dei Gratia Anglian Scotiae 
Franciae et Hibernise Rex Fidei Defensor &c: Universis et 
Singulis Archiepiscopis, Ducibus, Marchionibus, Comitibus, 
Vicecomitibus, Episcopis, Baronibus, Militibus, ac Omnibus 
Officiarijs, Ministris et Subdidis nostris quibuscunq; ad quos 
presentes hae Literse nostras pervenerint Salutem. Cum Regij 
muneris sit et officij viros omni genere laudis dignos ac virtute 
et fortitudine p'stantes splendidis Charecteribus insigniri quo 
spectatae eorum virtutes magis innotescant, ac aliorum animi ad 
eadem p'clara facinora exequenda acrius impellantur : Cum ergo 
dilectus et fidelis noster Rogerus Whitley, modo cameras nostrae 
priuatae nobilium Atriensium vnus, Thomae Whitley de Aston 
in agro Flintensi (vbi ista Familia diu floruit) Armigeri films 
secundo genitus, ab infandae et impiaa in Anglia rebellionis 
primordijs contra perduelles precharissimi nuper patris nostri
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beatse semper memorise fidelissime ac fortiter pugnaverit atque 
in insignissimis proelijs primum apud agrum de Kenton peditum 
Centurionis munere functus, deinde apud Lichfieldiam, Rondway- 
downe nee non apud Bristollise atque Glocestrise obsessum atque 
apud Newbery et Newarke Equitum turmse p'fectus strenue atque 
athletice se semper gessit, ac postea in principatu Walliae per 
gradus militaris p'fecturse ascendens Equitum simul et peditum 
Tribuni provinciam merito obtinuit, denique Comitatus Cere- 
tensis p'positus generalis et castri Aberystwith Gubernator ibidem 
per menses plus minus septem obsessus hostilibus minis fortiter 
vigilans invictissime obstitit, donee mandato Regio illinc imigra- 
verit; deinde fidelissimo in nos affectu et obsequio in Scotia 
Anno Salutis 1640 [1650] nobis operam nauavit atque nobiscum 
ingressus est Angliam et prelio Vigorniensi militans interfuit, 
atque exinde per multos jam annos 
in partibus transmarinis nobis in 
famulatu nostro obsequiose ac fide- 
liter inservivit: Nos igitur vt publice 
testatum faciamus quanti existima- 
tione apud nos habeamus tam diu- 
turna fidelis et constantis animi 
obsequiadecrevimus in favorisnostri 
testimonium eidem Rogero Whitley 
nobile honoris additamentum ex 
Regiorum nostroru Insignium por- 
tione impertire quo posteris me- 
moria et merita illius celebrentur. 
Sciatis igitur quod nos de gratia 
nostra speciali ac ex certa scientist et 
mero motu nostris atq; ex Regii 
nostra potestate dedimus et concessimus et per presentes pro 
nobis hseredibus et successoribus nostris damus et concedimus 
p'fato Rogero Whitley et haeredibus de corpore suo procreatis, 
omnibusq; alijs de ipso Rogero descendentibus, quod ipsi inpos- 
terum pro additamento in eorum avitis Insignibus (quea sunt In 
Scuto argenteo tres Garbas aureas capite Scutario coccineo im- 
positas) gestare possint et valeant in medio dicti scuti argentei 
super Parmulam coccineam Leonem aureum transeuntem et 
aspicientem, Anglico idiomate vpon an Inescocheon gules a Lyon 
passant gardant or, prout in margine p'sentium vivis depingutur 
coloribus Habendum tenend' ferend' et gestand' additamentum 
predict' p'fato Rogero Whitley et heredibus suis de corpore suo 
procreatis omnibusq; alijs de ipso Rogero descendentibus in 
perpetuum Ita vt tam ille quam ipsi omni tempore vbivis 
Locorum qualibet data occasione et quotiescunq; illi vel illis 
visum fuerit additamentu p'dict' in Area Insignia suorum vel 
supra Insignia tota gestare poterunt tam in scutis, Parmis,
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Clypeis, Sigillis quam alijs figuris debito modo insculpt' vel 
depict', absq; vllo impedimento vel molestia in ea parte facienda 
vel exhibenda. In cujus rei testimonium has literas nostras 
fieri fecimus Patentes. Teste meipso apud Bruxellas in Ducatu 
Brabantios nono die Julij Anno Regni nri vndecimo Annoq; 
domini 1659.

Entred the last day of Decembre 1663. 
Concordat cum originali et examinat' per

Hen: S' George Richmond 
Thomas Lee Chester 
Tho. S' George Somerset 
Rob. Chaloner Blew Mantell 
Franciscus Sandford Rouge Dragon

Copied from a Volume marked "L.2." p. 82 now remaining 
in the Heralds' College

[Signed] EVERARD GREEN,
Somerset Herald-of-Arms. 

[March 1915.]
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NOTE

The following inscriptions, which were in Hawarden Church 
previous to the fire in 1857, came to my knowledge after the 
foregoing article had been sent to the printer.

The first is the complete inscription of one partly recorded in 
the note on No. 39.

Beneath 
are deposited the remains

of Hany Williams wife
of the Revd: Richard Williams M.A.

Rector of the Parish
daughter

to Sir Thomas Longueville Baronet
by Maria Margeretta eldest daughter

to Sir John Conway of Bodrddan, Baronet
She Calmly resigned the Mortal State

to put on immortality
on the loth of May 1749 aged 24

If birth and beauty, innocense and truth
A piety sincere in blooming Youth

If well discharged those parts in social life
of daughter, parent, sister, friend or wife

If every virtue, every grace could save
one bright example from an early grave

the fevers deadly darts had been restrained
and She, our grievous loss, had still remained.

Sacred to the Memory of 
Margaret Williams daughter of

The Rev Sam: Davie
Rector of Tattenhal in Cheshire married

first to John Spencer of Huntington Esqr.
afterwards to George Hyde of Frodsham Esqr.

Last of all to the Revd Richard Williams
Rector of Hawarden

A woman truly amiable and possessed
of every virtue that could adorn
a gentlewoman and a Christian

She died Febr. 25, 1765 Aged 57.
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In the Same Vault with both his Wifes 
lie the remains of the Revd Richard Williams, Clerk M. A.

late Rector of this Parish. Who died 
on the third of January 1770 aged Sixty one years 

An honest Man.

The Rev. Randolph Crewe, Rector of Hawarden 1780-1813, 
was son of the Rev. R. Crewe and Anne, daughter of Bagot 
Read, Esq., of Macs Mawr, Montgomeryshire, and was first 
cousin to John, created Baron Crewe of Crewe Hall. Educated 
at Shrewsbury and Trinity College, Cambridge. His wife was 
Frances, daughter of Sir John Glynne. The inscription read :

Sacred to the Memory 
of the Revd Randolph Crewe LL.B.

Rector of this Parish
And of Warmingham Cheshire

Who died the 23rd of August 1813
Aged 60 Years. 

Pious, Charitable, Indulgent.

Also Frances his wife.


