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THE FIFTEENTH-CENTURY ANGELS 
BEARING SHIELDS OF ARMS, 
FROM AUGHTON CHURCH

By Philip Nelson, M.D., F.S.A. 

Read 26th March 1914.

U P to the year 1876 the church of St. Michael, 
Aughton, was still in the happy possession 

of its original chancel. In that year, however, it 
was unfortunately determined to replace it with a 
modern building. This rebuilding was duly carried 
into effect, and to-day we have a chancel whose roof 
is made of pitch-pine. In order to attain this result, 
it was necessary to delete the original building  
a building remarkable for its fine open roof of oak, 
decorated with quatrefoils, the trusses of which 
displayed feathered and winged angels, twelve in 
number, holding before them heraldic shields, 
variously blazoned. It is with these blazons that 
this paper purposes to deal. For some time the 
angels so removed remained in the hands of a local 
wheelwright. From him they were purchased by 
Mr. John Hargreaves, in whose keeping they re 
mained for some years, and I gather from Mr. 
Hargreaves that he then gave them to various 
friends, their present whereabouts being as follows : 
Four figures are now in the care of the Rev. Father 
Hanley at Lydiate, three belong to Mr. Morris 
Jones of Welshpool, and one Mr. James Bromley of
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Lathom tells me is in his possession, but the loca 
tion of the remainder is unfortunately a matter of 
uncertainty. It would appear very desirable, since 
Aughton Church is at the present time being re 
stored, that an effort should be made to recover 
these most interesting objects for the church, from 
which of course they should never have been per 
mitted to stray.

Up to the time of their removal from the church, 
these angel figures were so thickly encrusted with 
successive layers of whitewash true emblems of 
misguided piety that it was no longer possible to 
interpret the charges on the shields with any degree 
of certainty, as will be apparent from a perusal of 
the list of shields given in Baines' Lancashire (ed. 
1870, vol. ii. p. 402). The angels having been 
cleaned from the accretions of centuries, their 
armorial bearings stood revealed, and were duly 
allocated by Mr. Bromley. At the time of their 
removal, drawings of the shields were made in the 
office of the architects, Messrs. W. & J. Hay, 
doubtless for the use of the sculptor who executed 
the stonework for the new chancel, and from these 
drawings the shields which illustrate this paper are 
derived. It would appear, from the indications 
given in Baines, that the original order of the angels 
was as follows :

North Side. South Side.
Strange. Minshull.
Lancaster badge (Lydiate). 1 Eagle's foot, erased (Lydiate).
Stanley and Minshull. Massey (Mr. Morris Jones).
Troutbeck (Mr. Morris Jones). Eagle and child.
Escallop (Mr. Morris Jones). Man (Lydiate).
Mobberley (Mr. Bromley). Orreby (Lydiate).

1 The present whereabouts of these figures is indicated by the 
words in brackets.



i. Strange.

2. Lancaster Badge.

4. Troutbeck.

5. Escallop Badge.

3. Stanley and Minshull.

NORTH SIDE.

6. Mobberley.
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 j. Minshull. 10. Stanley Crest.



150 Shields of Arms from Aughton Chiirch

These shields were thus blazoned :
Strange. Gules, two lions passant argent.
Lancaster badge. A cinquefoil rose beneath an open crown.
Stanley. Argent, on a bend azure, three stags' heads cabossed 

or. This shield has, on each side of the bend, the improper 
additions of a crescent between three estoiles. Minshull.

Troutbeck. Azure, three trouts fretted in triangle argent.
Doubtful. An escallop on a holy-water stoup (?).
Mobberley. Argent, two chevronels gules, on a canton of the 

second a cross fleury of the first.
Minshull. Azure, a crescent between three estoiles or.
Stanley badge. An eagle's foot erased and erect or.
Massey. Quarterly gules and or, in the first quarter a lion 

passant argent.
Stanley crest. An eagle, wings extended or, preying on an 

infant in its cradle proper, swaddled gules, the cradle laced or.
Man. Gules, three legs, armed, conjoined in fesse at the upper 

part of the thighs, flexed in triangle, garnished and spurred, or.
Orreby. Argent, two chevronels, a canton gules.

It would appear that these various shields refer 
to marriages contracted by certain members of the 
Stanley family, of which I have been able to dis 
cover the following :

Fulk de Orreby, m.   , daughter and heiress of    
Lestrange of Dalby, co. Lincoln.

Sir William Stanley, ob. 1398, m. Alice, daughter of Hugh 
Massey.

Sir John Stanley, ob. 1414, m. Isabel, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Lathom.

Sir William Troutbeck, m. Margaret, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Stanley. She was sister of the ist Earl of Derby.

Sir George Stanley, ob. 1497, m. Joan, daughter of John, Lord 
Strange.

Sir William Stanley, ob. 1498, m. Jane, daughter of Sir Geoffrey 
Massey.

Elizabeth, sister of Sir Thomas Stanley, ist Earl of Derby, 
m., first, Sir Richard Molyneux; second, Thomas Strange; her 
daughter Margaret m., second, John Minshull.

In conclusion I must express my thanks to Mr. 
James Bromley, Mr. John Hargreaves, Mr. Morris 
Jones, Mr. J. Paul Rylands, F.SJ\., Mr. R. Stewart- 
Brown, M.A., F.S.A., and the Rev. W. A. Wickham, 
M.A., for much kind help in the preparation of this 
paper.


