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been received from Queen Anne's Bounty, and 
some money had been given to the poor.

SUOTNVICK HALL.

Shotwick Hall, a picturesque red-brick gabled 
mansion, formerly the residence of the Hockenhulls, 
stands within its walled garden down the lane run 
ning towards Puddington ; and, from the arms, 
initials, and date over one of the mantelpieces, must 
have been built in 1662 by Joseph Hockenhull, who 
died in 1679, and lies buried in the chancel of the 
church within the altar rails,

A flagged walk from the gateway leads to the 
porch with its massive door, admitting one to a 
large square hall, the tiled floor of which is orna 
mented with a pattern stained by means of dock 
leaves, in the old-fashioned way. Opposite the door 
is a Jacobean staircase of oak, while the plaster 
work above it is decorated with boldly executed 
fleurs-de-lys in relief and grotesque representations 
of some animal now smothered in whitewash ; the 
tail of the animal is curled over the back, as in the 
case of a lion passant; but the head and neck 
resemble those of a horse.

On the left of the staircase ticks a grandfather's 
clock. On the right a door leads to a cellar, where 
a spring rises between the flags.

In the parlour, to the right, there is a carving 
over the mantelpiece, disfigured by successive coats 
of paint ; in the centre are the arms of Hockenhull 
of Hockenhull and Shotwick, with helm and mant 
let, viz. Crest on a wreath, party per fesse, Argent 
and Or, a buck's head and neck erased, attired Or, 
pierced through the nostrils with a dart in bend of 
the last, feathered Argent, barbed Azure. Arms  
Quarterly, i and 4, a plain cross [Shotwick] ; 2 and 
3, Argent, an ass's head erased Sable [Hockenhull].



68 Azotes on Shotwick

The first and fourth quarters are accounted for by 
the fact that the Hockenhulls acquired Shotwick by 
the marriage of Robert de Hokenhull, who died 
circa 30 Edward I., with Alice, or Cecily, daughter 
and heir of ... de Shotwick. On two shields on 
either side of the arms are the initials of the builder 
of the Hall and of his wife, with the date of its

erection, standing for Joseph Hockenhull and Eliza 
beth, his wife, daughter of Robert Davies of Ashton, 
Esq., whom he married at Tarvin in I636. 1

The inventory of Joseph Hockenhull, who built 
the Hall, taken in 1679, gives us the names of the 
rooms, or some of them, at that time, viz. " Ye 
parlour, ye little parlour, dineing roome, buttery, 
little roome over ye Hall, passage roome, ye roome 
over ye great parlour, ye red chamber, ye green 
chamber, ye men's chamber, ye miller's chamber, 
ye apple loft, ye kitchen " ; and six years later the 
inventory attached to the will of John Hockenhull 
enumerates " the little parlor, the hall, the kitchen, 
the preene chamber, his mother's roome, the maid's
roome.

THE MANOR OF CHURCH SHOTWICK.

The Manor of Church Shotwick, both before and 
after the Conquest, was the possession of the church 
of St. Werburgh. The Shotwicks were subor-

1 See Ormerod's pedigree and Lancashire and Cheshire Funeral 
Certificates, ed. by J. Paul Rylands, F.S.A. (Rec. Soc. Lanes, and 
dies., vi. no).



Notes on Shotivick 69

dinate lords under the abbots, but it is difficult to 
obtain any information about this local family. 
Apart from the old Cathedral Treasurer's Accounts 
the Dean of Chester informs me no information 
regarding Shotwick is available ; and the lady of

ST. WKRBURGH'S ABBEY. SHOTWICK.

the manor, on my requesting access to the court 
rolls, writes that she regrets she is unable to furnish 
any information.

In regard to the Shotwick arms, nothing is ob 
tainable at Heralds' College, but from the funeral 
certificate of " Mrs. Margaret 
Hocknell, late wife of John Ho- 
kenhull of Prenton," 1613, they 
appear to have been a plain cross 
Sable, and these arms are shown 
in the first and fourth quarters of 
an achievement over a mantel 
piece in the present Hall, with 
the date 1662, Hockenhull occu 
pying the second and third quar 
ters (see p. 68). The placing of 
the arms of Shotwick in the first 
and fourth quarters is curious, especially as the 
Hockenhulls did not sell their manor of Hockenhull 
until some fifty years later, and perhaps argues that 
they considered Shotwick the more important pos-

SlIOTWICK AND

HOCKENHULL.
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session. In earlier times, it is true, the great folk 
regarded their quarterings less as marks of identity 
and evidences of descent than as emblems of their 
seigniories, 1 placing the most important first; but 
the present instance seems a very late survival of 
that practice. Perhaps, however, the arms were 
copied from an old seal. In Scotland quarterings 
also implied the possession of lands. This was so 
much the case that, though the third Marquess 
of Montrose (d. 1684) married Lady Christian, 
younger daughter and co-heiress in blood of John 
Leslie, Duke of Rothes, yet, as she did not share in 
her father's lands, her arms have not been quartered 
in the Montrose escutcheon as they would be now. 
In foreign coats quarterings are often employed to 
denote the possession of fiefs acquired in other ways 
than by marriage, e.g. by bequest or purchase, or 
even the jus expectationis* In Harl. MS. 2187, 
fo. 66b, there are depicted the crest and coat of 
Hockenhull, the latter quartering 2 and 3 Argent a 
cross Sable ; the cross is faintly drawn in pencil as 
voided, but the tinctures are denoted by the letters 
A and S in ink. In Harl. MS. 1535, fo. 35b, a 
shield is reserved for Shotwick, but no arms are 
filled in.

In the County [Court] of Chester held on Tues 
day next after the Feast of St. Andrew 30 Edward I., 
Cecily, who was wife of Robert de Hokenhull, sued 
Thomas, son of Robert cle Hokenhull, for one third 
of 8 messuages, 8 bovates of land, one acre of 
meadow, 20 acres of wood, 4 acres of heath (bruere), 
10 acres of moor, and one third of two parts of one 
mill in Hokenhull, and one third of 15 messuages, 
14 bovates of land, 16 acres of wood, 100 acres of 
heath, 15 weirs (gurgitum) and one third of two

1 Cf. "The Heraldry of the Font at Holt," by the Rev. E. E. 
Dorling, M.A., in Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., Ix. 102.

2 Treatise on Heraldry, by John Woodward, LL.D., 1896, ii. 105.
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parts of one water-mill in Shotewyk, as her clovver 
etc. And the aforesaid Thomas came and by 
licence gave her her dower of all the lands and 
tenements of which the aforesaid Robert, formerly 
her husband, was seised in his demesne as of fee 
after he married her at the church door. And 
because he did not give it at the first day he is in 
mercy, half a mark. Hugh cle Calve!' surety. And 
order was given to the sheriff to cause the said 
Cecily to have seisin of her aforesaid dower.1

In 4 Edw. II. Ormerod notes that Robert de 
Hide and Henry son of William de Shotwike were 
attached for brewing contrary 
to the assize, and the abbot 
claimed jurisdiction as of his 
manor of Shotwick. The line 
of the Shotwicks terminated in 
Cecily,3 daughter and heiress, 
who brought the manor in mar 
riage to Robert de Hokenhull 
who died about 30 Edw. I.

In July I3i6,3 Felicia, who 
was wife of Thomas cle Hoken 
hull, sued Robert, son of Thomas 
de Hokenhull, for one third of one messuage, two 
bovates of land, and two kiddles (Jiydcllorutii} with 
the appurtenances in Churcheshotewyk ; and Hugh, 
son of Thomas de Hokenhull, for dower in tene 
ments in Hokenhull. Robert and Hugh called to 
warranty therein Richard, son of Thomas de Hoken 
hull. They were ordered to have him there at the 
next court.

1 Chester Plea Rolls, No. 15 (30 Edward I.), mem. id.
2 Ormerod (ii. 314) calls her "Alice," which Helsby queries for 

Cecily. The Cecily in the pleading cited above claims dower only 
in Shotwick, so that it was her husband's inheritance, however 
acquired.

3 Chester Plea Roll, No. 29 (9-10 Edw. II.), mem. 32^. Pleas of 
the County of Chester on Tuesday next after Ihe Feast of St. James 
the Apostle, 10 Edward II.

IIOCKENHUI.L.
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In the same year, 1 and similarly described, she 
sued Richard, son of Thomas de Hokenhull, for 
one third of the manors of Hokenhull and Chirche- 
shotewyk, excepting two messuages, one bovate, 
and 29 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, and two 
fisheries (piscariis} in the aforesaid manors ; and 
Robert, son of Thomas de Hokenhull, for one third 
of one messuage, one bovate and 6 acres of land, 
and two fisheries in Chircheshotewyk ; and Hugh, 
son of Thomas de Hokenhull, for one third of 20 
acres of land and 3 acres of meadow in Hokenhull, 
as dower, etc. The defendants came. Richard 
said he ought not to answer to this writ, because, 
after the suing forth thereof, to wit, on 9 September 
10 Edw. II., she received 40.?. silver rents in Hoken 
hull from the said Richard, in name of her clower. 
Felicia replied that she did not receive the said 
rents in name of dower. Both parties begged that 
an enquiry might be made; therefore the Sheriff 
was ordered to summon twelve, etc., by whom, etc. 
Robert and Hugh called the said Richard to warranty 
with regard to the third parts demanded from them, 
and they were ordered to have him there at the next 
court, etc.

In 1351, 2 William le Porter and Alice, his wife, 
sued William, son of Richard cle Hokenhull, for 
one third of one messuage and two bovates of land, 
with the appurtenances in Shotewyk, which they 
claimed as clower of the said Alice from Ralph 
Corbyn, formerly her husband, etc. And he did not 
come after he had been summoned. It was there 
fore ordered that the said third part be taken into

1 Chester Plea Roll, No. 30 (lo-u Edward II.), mem. 3^. Pleas 
of the County of Chester on Tuesday, the morrow of St. Luke the 
Evangelist, 10 Edw. II.

1 Chester Plea Roll, 62 (25 Edw. III.), mem. u<f. Pleas of the 
County of Chester held at Chester before Thomas de Ferrers, Justice 
of the Lord the Earl of Chester, on Tuesday, the morrow of St. Mark 
the Evangelist, 25 Edw. III.
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the hand of the Lord the Earl, and that he be 
summoned to make answer at the next court.

In September i44i, 1 Sibyl, who was wife of 
Richard de Hokynhull, in her own person sued 
William de Stanley, William de Orell, chaplain, 
William, son of William de Orell, bastard, Robert 
de Moldeworth, James de Eulowe, Thomas Glegge, 
and James le Bridde, chaplain, for one-third of 
eighteen messuages, 340 acres of land, 10 acres of 
meadow, 20 acres of pasture, 10 acres of wood, & 
55. 5^. rents in Chircheshotewik and Hokynhull, 
which she claimed in the King's court as her dower 
from the said Richard. The defendants did not 
come. Therefore the said third part was ordered 
to be taken into the King's hand, and they were to 
be summoned to be there at the next court, to wit, 
on Tuesday next after Michaelmas. On that day 
Sibyl comes again in her own person, but the sheriff 
has not sent the writ. Therefore they were ordered 
to be there at the next court, to wit, on Tuesday 
after the Feast of the Conception of the B.V.M.

On the day last abovenamed the defendants 
William de Stanley, William de Orell, Robert and 
Thomas, appeared, and said they were only tenants, 
and William de Orrell called John de Hokynhull as 
his warranty therein. The other three said also 
that Sibyl detained divers muniments and evidences 
from them concerning the premises. Sibyl said 
that on the preceding loth August all the defendants 
were freeholders of the premises. The parties agreed 
that an enquiry should be made. Afterwards, on the 
day appointed, the four defendants who appeared 
previously relinquished the inquest to which they 
referred themselves and granted the said Sibyl her

1 Chester Plea Roll, 147 (20 Henry VI.), mem ^. Pleas of the 
County of Chester, held at Chester before William de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffolk, Justice of the Lord the King there, on Tuesday next after the 
Feast of the Nativity of the B.V.M., 20 Hen. VI.
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dower in the tenements, and she had judgment by 
default against the other defendants. 1

By an inquisition taken at Tarporley in June 1501 
it was found that John Hokenhull, senior, had in 
1487 settled various messuages in Churchshotwike 
and Roghshotewike held under the abbot of Chester. 
The record reads as follows :

The jury say that the said John did not die seised of any lands 
etc. held of the Earl of Chester, because by his charter, dated 
2oth June 2 Henry VII. [1487], he granted to Sir William Stanley 
of Heton [Hooton], Knight, Richard Birkened, William Fowler, 
clerk, and William Molesdale, chaplain, his manor of Hokenhull, 
and 9 messuages in Churchotewike and Roghshotewike, to hold 
to them and their heirs for ever. The said manor etc. is held of 
the Abbot of Chester by a rent of 315. id. The said John died 
on Saturday next before the Feast of the Ascension last past 
[i5th May, 1501]. John, his son and heir, is aged forty and 
more. 2

In 1499-1500 John Hokenhull of Shotewyk 3 was 
summoned to answer the Lord the Prince, Earl of 
Chester, by what warrant he claimed for himself 
and his heirs free fishery in the water of Dee with 
in the bounds of Churcheshotwik, from the castle of 
Shotwik to the middle of the said stream (fihtin 
ejusdem aque), with all fisheries of the lloodtides 
[?flodeorum\ with nets, boats, and all other instru 
ments whatsoever at all times of the year, for 
taking ail sorts of fishes, to do with the whole profit 
thereof at his pleasure, excepting for three fishes, 
to wit, " theall, sturgion, and thorlhode," which, 
when taken, shall be sent to the castle of Chester 
for a fee to be paid (pro fcoato solvcndo) according to 
the custom of the country ; also [the right] to buy

1 Chester Plea Roll, 147 (20 Henry VI.), mem. 9.
2 Chancery Inquisition post mortem, 16 Henry VII., No. 4. Taken 

at Torpurley on Wednesday after the feast of St. Barnabas, 
16 Henry VII.

3 Harl'. MS. 2115, fol. igih, being- part of copies of pleadings quo 
warranto taken before John Hebell and John Mordant, Justices af 
Chester, 15 Henry VII. [Abstract.]
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for his own use estovers and victuals, as well within 
the liberty of Chester as without, within the lord 
ship of Chester, without paying toll, etc. ; also to 
cross over with his boats, to carry corn and other 
necessaries to any parts being within the peace of 
the Lord our Father of England, without seeking 
any licence, excepting only goods subject to customs 
(coccativis) ; and to have wreck of the sea within the 
said bounds, excepting treasure and royal wreck, 
which [pertain] to the sword and dignity of the said 
Lord the Prince as Earl of Chester.

The said John says that he and his ancestors 
have been accustomed to have all these liberties 
from time immemorial. His claim to wreck was to 
have all goods and chattels, as well quick as dead, 
cast up on the shore within the abovesaid limits, 
excepting only goods and chattels where some one 
had escaped alive.

Judgment is not entered in the MS. cited.
After the alienation of the manor of Hockenhull 

in 1715 the Hockenhulls made Shotwick their prin 
cipal residence, 1 and there subsisted for several 
generations ; but they mortgaged and finally sold 
the property some time after 1734 to Mr. Samuel 
Bennett of Great Saughall, who, by his will dated 
13th September 1763 and proved at Chester 13 
December following, left it to his great-nephew 
John Nevitt of Great Saughall, grandson of William 
Nevitt of Birkenhead and Shotwick Park, who had 
married Margaret, sister of the testator. By royal 
licence dated 7th March 1783 2 John Nevitt assumed 
the additional surname of Bennett in accordance 
with his great-uncle's will and in the family of 
Nevitt-Bennett the property has since continued.

1 Ormerod. But query, see p. 76, where it will be seen that the 
present Shotwick Hall was built in i6f<2, and that Hockenhulls appear 
in the Plea Rolls as "of Shotwick" as early as 1473-4.

* Coll. Arm., I. 33, p. 38.
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The arms of these families will be adverted to under 
their pedigrees.

THE PEDIGREE OF HOCKENHUI.L OF SHOTWICK.

The arms of Hockenhull are Argent an Ass's 
head erased sable ; and it has been suggested l that 
this is one of those canting or allusive coats beloved 
of the old heralds, the ass's head being a not very 
obvious pun until we remember that the humble ass 
might quite reasonably be regarded as a little hack 
ney. The crest is Per fesse Argent and Or, a 

buck's head erased, attired Or, 
pierced through the nostrils with 
a dart in bend, Or, feathered 
Argent, barbed Azure. 2

Pedigrees of Hockenhull 
alias Hocknell were entered at 
the Visitations of 1566, 1580, 
1613, and 1663, now preserved 
in the College of Arms. In 
1664 "Mr. Hocknell, Shot- 
wick," was disclaimed 3   no 
doubt for contempt of the He 

rald's summons.
Ormerod states the Hockenhulls did not make 

Shotwick their principal residence until 1715, when 
their manor of Hockenhull was alienated ; but in 
the Chester Plea Rolls members of the family are 
described as of Churchshotewik certainly as early 
as 1473-4. Thus, in that year Richard Wodeward,

1 " Canting Arms in Cheshire," by the Rev. E. E. Dorling, M.A., 
F.S.A., in Trnns. Hist. Soc. of Lanes, and Ches., vol. Ixiv.

3 MS. at Gonville and Cains College, Cambridge, No. 533, fo. I2a, 
giving pedigree and arms of Hockenhall of Hockenhall and Hocknell 
of Prenton. This part of the MS. is in the handwriting of Robert 
Glover, Somerset Herald. The Visitation of Cheshire (Harl. Soc., 
vol. xviii.) calls the buck's head simply Argent.

' WirralN.& Q., ii. [216].

HOCKENHULL.
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warden of the College of Bunbury, and Henry 
Massey, chaplain, bring suit against John Hoken- 
hull of Churchshotewik, gent., for a trespass on closes 
at Rogh Shotewik; 1 in 1480-1 Richard, bishop of 
Sodor and abbot of Chester, brings suit against 
John Hokenhull re a tenement in Shotwik ; 2 in 
1489-90 Richard Hokenhull of Chester, gentleman, 
son of John Hokenhull the elder of Shotwik, on 
trial for having killed a stag at Kelsall, in Dela- 
mere Forest, was acquitted; 3 in 1508-9 Henry 
Hokenhull is of Shotwik, gent.;'1 and in 1525-6 
the same individual, apparently, brings suit against 
a labourer, David Holland of Churche Shotwike, 
first for trespass and subsequently for waylaying 
with intent to murder at that place ; 5 in 1548 the 
Dean and Chapter of Chester bring suit against 
Ralph Hokenhull of Shotwick, gent., re waste at 
Little Sutton ; he appears to have been bailiff there. 6 
As the present Hall was not built until 1662 these 
members of the family must have lived in the older 
Hall already referred to.

Be this as it may, Joseph Hockenhull (died 1679) 
is described in his Inventory as "of Shotwick, co. 
Chester, esquire," and certainly lies buried within 
the altar rails of the church ; his eldest son is like 
wise so described, and it has been thought best, 
therefore, to begin the pedigree with the former. 
The pedigree is based on Ormerod's, with additions 
from Wills and Administrations at Chester, Bishop's 
Transcripts, Parish Registers, &c.

1 Chester Plea Rolls, 177 (13 Edw. IV.), m. 7, 17, 23, 27, 33, 40. 
3 Ibid., 184 (20 Edw. IV.), m. 3 17, 28, 44 ; 185, m. 4b, 39)3, 57(3,50, 

71, 186, m. 2b, I2b, i8b, 35b, 40. 
8 Ibid., 191 (5 Hen. VII.), m. 8, 
* Ibid., 210, m. 30, 24b, I4b. 
6 Ibid., 227, m. l8b, 27. 
6 Ibid., 256, m. 7 ; 255, m. 15.
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JOSEPH HOCICENIIULL OF SHOTWICK, Esquire,

son and heir of James Hockenhull of Hockenhull, 
aged 21 years in 1636, died 17 July 1679, and was 
buried within the altar rails at Shotwick . . . July 
1679.! His sister Mary 2 married Thomas Hickock 
of Woodbank. Joseph Hockenhull married Eliza 
beth, daughter of Robert Davies of Ashton, esq., 
at Tarvin 4th July 1636 ; she was administratrix to 
her husband 1680 and proved the will of her son 
John in 1685. She was buried at Shotwick, in 
accordance with her will, 3 on i5th March 1703 as 
" of Shotwick, widd. gent.," issue : 

1 See his monumental inscriptions, p. 35 ; the day of burial is not 
stated in the Register. The inventory of the goods of Joseph Hock 
enhull of Shotwick, Esq., deceased, dated " in ye yeare of our Lord 
God 1679," was prised by Thomas Hiccock, Robert Ashton, John 
Smith, and Edward Bradshall. Summa, ,£369:08:04. The goods 
consisted of 22 cowes, 4 oxen, 3 bulls, 9 horses and mares, corn, hay, 
household effects, gear, &c. The names of rooms enumerated in the 
inventory have already been given in the description of the Hall. 
" In ye Mills one old bedstead [&c.] . . . one Millhamer, two sail 
rodds, and a shaft, one piece of timbr eleven foot long and two over 
two gables and two ropes and all belonging to ye Mill ,£06.00.00." 
Exhibited? 8th Aug. 1680 and Administration granted at Chester 16 
July 1680 [sic] to Eliza Hockenhull, widow, and relict of the deceased.

~ Qy. Anne. Administration of the goods, &c., of Thomas Hiccock 
of Woodbank, deceased, was granted to Anne Hiccock, relict of the 
deceased, in the Consistory Court at Chester, 9 October 1686. 

[The Bond is missing.]
The inventory, dated yth October 1686, enumerates inter alia 

Foure Oxen nineteene Cowes foure heffers two Calves, ,£73, los. In 
bills and bands, ,£156. In gold and ready money, £i 16. " The totalle 
sume " being ^,4^3, 5-r. The "apprysors" were John Robinson and 
Andrew Lowe, and the inventory was exhibited on the gth of October 
1686.

In the Consistory Court of Chester, 2nd April 1692, letters of 
administration of the goods of Thomas Hiccock, late of Woodbank 
in the parish of Shotwick, a minor, deceased (for the use of Ann Wil- 
kinson als Hiccock, mother of said deceased), were granted to John 
Wilkinson, a relation by marriage (" affini ") of the said deceased, 
first sworn [&c.].

[The Bond and Inventory are missing.]
3 The will of Elizabeth Hockenhull of Shotwick, co. Chester, 

widdow, and relict of Joseph Hockenhull late of Shotwick, Esq., 
deed . . . aged, dated loth March, 2 Ann, 1703, was proved by the
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i. John Hockenhull of Shotwick, bap. at Tarvin 
June 1637, died 26 March I684, 1 he mar. first

two executors in the Consistory Court of Chester i/th March 1703. 
She desired to be interred in the parish church of Shotwick. Desires 
executors to take the advice of her loving friend William Whitmore 
of Thurstington therein, and to be kind to the poor. To gran- 
daughter Mrs. Elizabeth Hockenhull, linens, and also my large chest 
standing in the Passage chamber in Shotwick Hall, and twenty 
pounds owing by my grandson James Hockenhull of Shotwick, Esq. 
To the rest of my grandchildren one shilling apiece. To said William 
Whitmore my little desk and my silver tobacco box. Rest to grand 
son Mr. William Hockenhull and my said granddaughter Mrs. Eliza 
beth Hockenhull, equally, and makes them executors ; friends William 
Whitmore and [blank] to assist them.

Witnesses. Ro: Janny, Cleric. Phebe x Janny, Anne . . .(?)
Armorial Seal : A chevron engrailed, between three bulls' heads 

caboshed.
1 The will of John Hockenhull of Shotwicke, co. Chester, Esq., sicke 

in body, dated 26 March 1685, was proved in the Consistory Court, 
Chester, 5 May 1685 [by the executrix (Act Book)]. Whereas in one 
Indenture bearing date the twenty-fifth day of J . . . y [hole in paper] 
20 Car. II. [1668-9] made between Joseph Hockenhull, Esq. (since 
deceased) and mee the said John Hockenhull of the first pte., Edward 
Mainwairinge the elder Esq. of the second pte. and Jonathan Bruen 
Esq. (since deceased), Edward Mainwaringe the younger, gent., and 
others, there is conteined one Provisoe to th . . .' fleet following 
Provided ... it is agreed . . .' in use to Elizabeth wife of the said 
Joseph Hockenhull & to A ? ... [hole] the then wife of the said John 
Hockenhull for their joyntures . . ., it might be lawful for me the 
said John Hockenhull by deed or Will to charge the p'misses with 
one thousand pounds for the younger child or children of mee the 
said John Hockenhull lawfully begotten upon the said A ... [hole] 
. . . 1 to levy the full sume of one thousand pounds for a peon for 
Anne Hockenhull my daughter in manner . . . following (that is to 
say) out of the rents . . . of the lands . . . in Hockenhull. Mentions 
his mother Elizabeth as living . . - 1 And by Indenture bearing date 
II Nov. 24 Car. II. [1672] made between mee the said John Hocken 
hull of the one pte., and the said Joseph Hockenhull deceased, Henry 
Hockenhull gent, (since deceased), and Nathaniell Basnett, apothe 
cary, of the other pte., according to a power . . . mencoed to bee to 
mee reserved, 1 have charged the lands in the last recited Ind're with 
the sume of three hundred pounds for the paying of my debts [con 
firms said Indenture]. Nominates my said mother Elizabeth Hocken 
hull executrix. Witnesses Shusana . . . Mary Birkhened . . .

Seal non-armorial.
Inventory of the goods [&c.] valued at Shotwicke ... 21 April 

1685, by Thomas Hiccock, Thomas Woods, Thomas Mollinex and 
John Penkett. Summa ,£46.06.08. Rooms enumerated, see p. 68. 
The. plate is valued at ,£14.

Inventory of the goods [&c.] at Hockenhull Hall, dated 4 May

The bottom of the will is rotted awav.
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Anne dau. of Edward Mainwaring of Whit- 
more, co. Salop, esq. ; l she was bur. at Tarvin 
19 Nov. 1668. Issue 

(1) John Hockenhull, bur. at Tarvin 10 Feb. 
1687.- S.P.

(2) Joseph Hockenhull, bap. 1665, bur. at 
Tarvin 2 April 1673. S.P.

(3) Elizabeth.
(4) Anne.

He mar. secondly, at Tarvin 11 Sept. 1669, 
Mary dau. of John Angell of Crowhurst, 3 co. 
Surrey, esq., and widow of John Hardware of 
Peele and Bromborough, esq., and by her had 
issue 

(r) Anne wife of Valentine Short, by whom 
she had issue including Elizabeth, 
omitted by Ormerod ; he was bur. at 
Shotwick 14 Oct. 1699 and is called 
"gent." in the Register. She mar. 
secondly Samuel Yockson and was 
living a widow in 1704.

2. Joseph Hockenhull, bur. at Shotwick 9 March 
1699-1700.* He may be the Joseph Hocken-

1685 by Jeffrey Grantham, Daniell Lawrenson, and John Neeld 
summa ,£26.00.00. Rooms enumerated are the kitchen, buttery, 
men's chamber, parlor . . ., gallery, hall. Exhibited 4 Feb. l685~[6].

1 Amongst the Coleman Deeds (No. 102) at the Liverpool Free 
Library is an agreement dated 1663 for a marriage between John, 
son of Joseph Hockenhull of Shotwick and Anne, da. of Edward 
Mainwaringe of Whitmore, Staffs. Joseph undertakes to convey the 
manor of Shotwick to Trustees. Signatories, John and Joseph 
Hockenhull. Seal gone.

2 His will, which Ormerod states is dated 2 Feb. 1687, does not 
appear to be at Chester or t'.C.C.

3 The Angells of Crowhurst entered at the Visitation of Surrey 
1662-8. Arms Or three fusils in fess Azure, over all a bend Gules 
(Harl. Soc., Ix. 2, Ivii. 51).

4 Administration of the goods of Joseph Hockenhull, late of Shot 
wick, esq., was granted in the Consistory Court, Chester, i6th 
December 1709, to James plockenhull of Shotwick, esq., nrall and 
lawfl. nephew. Other bondsman, Charles Hurleston of the City of 
Chester, gent. Nearly ten years appears a long time during which 
to leave goods unadministered, but there seems no other person to 
whom this administration could apply.
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hull of Shotwick mar. lie. 16 Sept. 1667 to 
Eleanor Hockenhull of Prenton spr. at Acton 
or Shotwick ; register of latter parish is defec 
tive for the period.

3. William Hockenhull. Ormerod says he died 
before 1687 (? 1697). An administration pre 
served at Chester may apply to him. 1 On 
10 Aug. 1669 a licence was issued at Chester 
for the marriage of William Hockenhull of 
Shotwick to Margaret Ireland of same at 
Stoake or Bebington. The marriage did not 
take place at the latter parish.

4. Peter Hockenhull.
5. Susannah, wife of William Brock of Upton, bur.

at St. Mary's, Chester, 3 Feb. 1699. 
William Hockenhull by his wife Margaret Ire 

land left issue 
(1) James Hockenhull, of whom presently.
(2) William Hockenhull of Denhall, in the 

parish of Neston, proved his grand 
mother's Will in 1703 ; Will dated 
11 Oct. 1711 pro C.C. Chester 13 Aug. 
I7I5, 3 married Catharine daughter of 
James Doe of Chester and Little 
Saughall, by Mary his wife. Issue 

1 Administration of the goods of William Hockenhall, late of Shot 
wick, co. Chester, gentleman, was granted in the Consistory Court, 
Chester, 21 August 1697, to James Hockenhall of the city of Chester, 
gent., naturall and lawful son. Other bondsman Robert Griffith, 
clerk, Vicar of Eastham.

1 The will of William Hockenhull, now living at Deanhall in the 
parish of Neston [Gent, (endorsement)], dated iith Oct. 1711, was 
proved in the Consistory Court, Chester, 13 August 1715. To Mrs. 
Catherine Doe ten pounds and a gold ring with my hair in it, and to 
Mr. Thomas Doe her brother my Flying-Gun. All the rest to my 
sister Elizabeth Hockenhull and makes her sole executrix. Wit 
nesses William Burrowes, Ro. Janny junior, Mary Burrowes.

Armorial Seal, helm and mantlet. Crest, a stag's head pierced 
through, the nostrils by an arrow from the dexter. Arms Quarterly. 
I, an ass's head ; 2, a cross ; 3 and 4, gone.

Aug. 10, 1715. Executrix [spinster] renounces and Catherine 
Hockenhull, widow and relict of testator, is sworn on the Ijth, and 
administration granted to her, as of the city of Chester, on that day.
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(i) Richard Hockenhull bapt. at 
Shotwick as son of Mr William 
Hockenhull 12 Aug. 1714, 
mentioned in the will of his 
grandmother Mary Doe, see 
p. 104. 

Catherine Hockenhull married secondly
. . . Short, by whom she had issue,
see p. 105.

(3) Elizabeth, she proved her grandmother's 
will in 1703, and renounced probate 
of that of her brother William in 1715.

(4) Susannah bapt. at Shotwick as daughter 
of Mr. William Hockenhull 7 Dec. 1676. 

James Hockenhull, No. (i) above is probably the 
James son of William Hockenhull baptized at 
Shotwick 2 Nov. 1669, in 1697 ne was ac'~ 
ministrator of his father's goods and was then 
resident in the city of Chester, and dying in 
1718, was buried on the 18 of May as of Shot 
wick, esq. No will, however, can be discovered 
at Chester or in P.C.C. 1718-1722. By his 
wife, whose name is unknown, he had eight 
children all baptized at Shotwick as children of 
James Hockenhull, esq.

(1) Joseph, of whom presently.
(2) John Hockenhull, bap. 9 July 1711.
(3) Henry Hockenhull, bap, 2 Jan. 1715, 

and bur. at Shotwick 5 Apl. 1719, his 
father having predeceased him ; the 
original register entry describes him as 
"son of Madam Hockenhull."

(4) Margaret, bap. i June 1702.
(5) Mary, bap. 3 June 1703.
(6) Sidney, bap. 5 Oct. 1705.
(7) Elizabeth, bap. 25 Aug. 1707.
(8) Jane, bap. 12 June 1713, and bur. at 

Shotwick 17 Sept. following.
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Joseph Hockenhull, No. (i) above, was bapt. at 
Shotwick 2o l Dec. 1709, was churchwarden in 
1731, and dying 1/36-7, was there buried ; his 
will is not at Chester nor in P.C.C. 1736 to 
1743 inclusive; he mar. Martha Bushell of 
Neston, Mar. Lie. 13 Feb. 1732-3 addressed 
to ministers of Shotwick, Handley, or Pulford ; 
they had issue 

(1) James Hockenhull, o.s.p. 1753.
No will is discoverable at Chester or 

P.C.C. His wife was probably " M ad 
Ann Hocknell wife of James Hocknell 
of Shotwick" [buried] " 25 Oct. 1744."

(2) John Hockenhull bap. at Shotwick as 
son of Joseph and Martha Hockenhull, 
Armigeri, 8 Dec. 1734, o.s.p. 1769. 

No will can be found at Chester or in 
P.C.C.

(3) Joseph Hockenhull, bap. at Shotwick 31 
Oct. 1736, bur. there 5 Feb. 1737[-8].

PEDIGREE OF SENNETX"

Samuel Bennett, of Great Saughall, a younger 
son of Hugh Bennett of Chester, draper, and after 
wards of Willaston, fourth in descent from Hugh 
Bennett of Willaston [circa 1515-72], was baptized 
at Neston on the i6th of March 1668-9; he is 
probably identical with the Samuel Bennett ad 
mitted to the freedom of Chester, by birth, nth 
January 1688-9. He was buried at Shotwick on 
the 18th of February 1706, in accordance with the

1 Not 25th, as in Ormerod.
2 The author is indebted to Mr. J. H. E. Bennett of Chester, who 

liberally placed at his disposal pedigrees of Nevitt and Bennett from 
his collections, and to Mr. T. H. Davies-Colley of Newbold for many 
of the more modern particulars. From the information supplied by 
these gentlemen the pedigrees are mainly compiled.
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desire expressed in his will. 1 He married at St. 
Oswald's, Chester, 24th July 1693, Mary Hollin 
[? Heylin] of Shotwick ; she was buried at Shotwick

BENNETT.

28th April 1705. They left issue, besides other 
children : 
i. Samuel Bennett of Great Saughall and after of 

Shotwick Manor, by purchase, bap. at Shot-

1 By his will dated 7th February 1706, and proved in the Consistory 
Court of Chester 23rd August 1707 by the executors named, Samuel 
Bennett of Great Saughall, yeoman, expressed a desire to be buried in 
Shotwick Church. He bequeathed to his eldest son William messuages, 
lands, etc., in Great Saughall, a tenement in the township of Ness, 
the tithes belonging to the tenement of John Spencer of Huntington, 
esq.,and also the interest in a house and kiln in Handbridge. To his 
"youngest" children ,£750, i.e. ,£150 each for their preferment, to be 
provided out of his personal estate, any shortage being raised on his 
lands and tenements above mentioned. Testator directed that in the 
event of his son William dying without issue, his second son Samuel 
should succeed to the estate, and if the latter should also die without 
issue the property should fall successively to his eldest daughter 
Margaret Bennett, second daughter Ann Bennett, third daughter 
Mary Bennett, and fourth daughter Martha. He further directed 
that all his "youngest" children should be kept according to their 
degree until they reached the age of twenty-one. Testator left the 
guardianship, tuition, and education of all his children to "my well- 
beloved brother John Bennett of Willeson [Willaston], yeoman, and 
Thomas Chamblaine of Great Saughall, yeom.," and he desired them 
to improve for his children's advantage what could be spared of their 
several bequests over and above the cost of their necessary mainten 
ance. He also desired them to place his sons to some trade such as 
they might be capable of, and he charged his daughters not to marry 
without his executors' consent. Witnesses: John Davics, John Led- 
sam. and Peeter Ellis.
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wick ist December 1702. Mentioned in his 
father's will, 1706, as second son. Freeman 
of Chester 27th September 1721; mentioned 
in the will of his brother-in-law William Nevitt, 
1727-8. Hon. Freeman of Liverpool 1733. Died 
s.p. 25, and buried at Shotwick 29 Sept. 1763, 
aged 59, M.I. Will dated 13 Sept., pro C. C. 
Chester, 13 Dec. 1763. 1 He married Martha,

1 By his will dated I3th September 1763, and proved in the Con 
sistory Court of Chester i3th December 1763 by the executors named, 
Samuel Bennett of Shotwick, esq., devised in trust to his executors 
(Edward 1'arnell of 1'oulton Lancelyn, co. Ches., esq., and Thomas 
Brock, of Chester, gent.) his messuage, buildings, and lands in Ness, 
his annual tithes of corn and grain in the same township, and his real 
estate and hereditaments in Ness to sell or convey the fee simple of 
inheritance of all the property for the best price, with the exception 
of a yearly chief rent of £j, los. payable to the IJean and Chapter of 
Chester. Testator directed his trustees to mortgage his messuages, 
lands, etc., and his real estate in Great and Little Saughall, and if the 
proceeds of the sales and mortgages were found to be insufficient to 
discharge testator's debts, funeral, and other expenses, his trustees 
were authorised to mortgage tithes arising in the township of Saug 
hall and elsewhere on leases held of the Uean and Chapter. Testator 
devised his said real estates of inheritance in Great and Little Saug 
hall, his manor of Shotwick, and all his messuages, lands, and heredita 
ments, with their respective royalties, etc., in Shotwick to "my dear 
wife Martha Bennett for her life, and afterwards to John, son of his 
nephew Samuel Nevitt of Liverpool, and after the said John's death 
to his first and other sons successively in tail male. Failing issue, to 
Thomas second son of Samuel Nevitt in similar terms. Failing such 
issue to the third " or now" youngest son of Samuel Nevitt similarly, 
to every other son of said Samuel Nevitt, to all and every daughter 
of said John Nevitt, in tail as tenants in common, to daughters of 
Thomas Nevitt similarly, to daughters of the youngest son of Samuel 
Nevitt similarly, and to every other son and daughter of Samuel Nevitt. 
Testator further directed that every son of Samuel Nevitt, and their 
issue, who should possess the Shotwick estates, should, during such 
time, assume the name of Bennett, and subscribe himself Nevitt

I Bennett, and only by that name receive rents, etc., on pain of forfeiture 
to the next heir. Testator stated that his manor and part of his 
estate in Shotwick were subject to certain mortgages made to the 
late Sir George Wynne, and were now in the hands of Messrs. Walcotts

4 of Chester, and he also mentioned other encumbrances under the will 
of the late James Hockenhull, esquire, and he directed his trustees to 
clear such encumbrances out of the first rents arising out of the estates. 
He stated that the previously mentioned Thomas Brock had lately 
purchased out the claims of the younger children of the said James 
Hockenhull. Testator charged his manor of Shotwick with the follow 
ing annuities : To his sister Margaret Rathbone and his nephew Samuel 
Nevitt, £10 each ; to his executors in trust for John Nevitt until he
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dau. of John Greene of Poulton Laucelyn, by 
his wife Priscilla Bird, Mar. Lie. i4th December 
1734 at Shotwick 1 or Bebington. She was 
born 6th February 1709, and is mentioned in 
her husband's will 1763. She married, secondly, 
John Bushell of Ledsham, settlement dated . . . 
1766 \sic\. Leaving no issue, Samuel Bennett 
devised his manor of Shotwick to his great- 
nephew John Nevitt of Great Saughall, grand 
son of his sister Margaret.

2. Margaret Bennett, bap. at Shotwick i2th March 
1694-5, mar. there i2th February 1715-16 
William Nevitt of Birkenhead and Shotwick 
Park. She is mentioned in the will of her 
father-in-law 1727, and in that of her husband 
1727-8. She married, secondly, John Rath- 
bone of Moreton, Mar. Lie. i2th April 1732, 
at St. Michael's, Chester, and is mentioned in 
the will of her brother, 1763, as "sister Margaret 
Rathbone."

attained the age of twenty-one, .£30, and afterwards ^40 until testator's 
wife died, and he directed that this annuity be applied towards his 
maintenance and education ; to Hannah Rathbone after his wife's 
decease, £5. Testator also bequeathed the following legacies: To 
Jane Lloyd, daughter of his niece Klizabeth Lloyd, ,£100, and the 
same sum to each of the younger sons and daughters of his nephew 
Samuel Nevitt, who should not be in immediate possession of estate ; 
to his godson Jackey Bennett, 20 guineas. Testator instructed his 
executors to employ a sum not exceeding 200 guineas towards binding 
and placing out John Nevitt as an articled clerk for five years to the 
aforesaid Thomas Brock or some other attorney in Chester. He be 
queathed to his niece Elizabeth Lloyd, £$ ; to his sisters Mrs. Coxson 
and Mrs. Parnell, ,£5 each ; to his wife his household goods, but if she 
departed from Saughall and quitted possession of his dwelling house 
there, the furniture, etc. should be sold, and the proceeds applied to 
the trusts mentioned. Testator stated that it had been his intention 
to build a farm with suitable outbuildings in Shotwick, between the 
mill dam and the road lying by the two mills on the Heath, and he 
instructed his executors to carry out this intention. He bequeathed 
£$o each to his executors, signed his name to the will, and sealed 
with a crest of a lion rampant, crowned, grasping an arrow in pale. 
The witnesses were : Tho. Brackenbury, Silvester Warrington, and 
William Hughes.

1 The marriage was not celebrated at Shotwick; the printed 
Registers of Bebington come down to 1701 only.
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PEDIGREE OF NEVITT ^

John Nevitt, with whom the pedigree of this 
family begins, appears at first sight to be, genea 
logically speaking, a somewhat doubtful personage ; 
that is to say, one might suspect from the various 
descriptions of his locale in the documents quoted 
that there was more than one person of these names ; 
but I think the fact that of his five sons he mentions 
three in his will, while we successfully bury the 
other two before the date of its execution, fairly 
shows that John Nevitt, described as of Shotwick 
1685, of Pooletown 1687 and 1688, of Stanloe 1694, 
1695, 1698-9, and 1703-4, and of Birkenhead 1727, 
were one and the same person.

JOHN NEVITT OF BIRKENIIEAD was there buried 
i Dec. 1727; his will, dated 28 Nov. 1727, was 
proved in the Consistory Court of Chester, 6 
March 1727-8, by his son William's brother-in-law, 
Samuel Bennett of [Great] Saughall, co. Chester, 
gent.; 2 and in the will of his said son, dated 23

1 The spelling- Nevitt is adopted throughout this pedigree.
* The will of John Nevit of Birkenhead, yeoman weak and 

infirm in body dated 28 Nov. 1727, was proved in the Consistory 
Court of Chester by Samuel Bennett and Thomas Jackson 6 March 
i727[-8]. Testator desires to be buried in Birkenhead Chappel yard, 
and makes the following bequests : Unto the poor of Eastham Town 
£4, to be given to such poor inhabitants of ye sd. Town ... as the 
Overseers . . . shall think fit. Unto the children of rny son John 
Nevit late of ye City of Chester deceased .£20. . . . Unto my son 
Samuel Nevit ,£150, and leaves him a bed in the parlor commonly 
called my bed, and a chest ; mentions children of my son William 
Nevit of Birkenhead. All the rest to said William, and makes him 
sole Executor. Mentions Margaret, wife of said William. Wit 
nesses : Tho. Chamberlaine, Saml. Bennett, Richd. Smith.

The inventory of the goods and cattle of the deceased, dated 7 
Feb. 171 7[.winboth copies],amounts 10^1009.08.06. Prisers: Tho. 
Chamberlaine, Arthur Bennett, John Oxton.

Administration was granted in the same Court 2 Mar. 1737-8 to 
Samuel Bennett of Saughall, co. Chester, Gent., Thomas Cham 
berlain of Saughall, Gent., and Thomas Jackson de Higher Bebing- 
ton . . . yernan.
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Jan. 1727-8, he is mentioned as "lately deceased." 
He married, first, Eliza Kery of Burton parish ; the 
marriage licence, dated 3oth September 1685, de 
scribes him as of Shotwick, and the marriage was 
to take place at St. Peter's, Chester; the entry, 
however, is not in the Register. Eliza Nevitt died 
and was buried at Eastham 10 March 1695 as 
"Elizabeth, wife of John Nevitt of Stanloe." Nearly 
three years later he married, secondly, Margaret 
Smallwood of Stanlow, spinster, the marriage licence, 
dated 18 Feb. 1698-9, now describing him as of 
that place, the churches authorised being East- 
ham, St. Oswald's, or St. Peter's, Chester; the 
marriage does not appear to have taken place at 
either of the two former churches. So far as known 
there was no issue of this marriage, but by his first 
wife John Nevitt left issue 
1. William Nevitt, of whom presently.
2. John Nevitt of Chester, chandler, bap. at 

Eastham as son of John Nevitt of Poolle 19 
July 1688, Freeman of Chester 20 June 1713 
as son of John Nevitt of Stanlow House ; bur. 
at St. Oswald's, Chester, 13 Nov. 1727 ; men 
tioned in his father's will, dated 28 Nov. 
in that year, as " late of the city of Chester " ; 
he married Hannah Uavies, spinster, at St. 
Oswald's, Chester, 7 June 1716; and she 
was there buried as a "widow" 27 Sept. 
1741, 1 leaving issue all baptized at St. Os-

1 The will of Hannah Nevitt of the City of Chester, widow, dated 
28 |uly 1741 was proved by both executors 3rd April 1742 in the 
Consistory Court of Chester. Testatrix desires that two workhouses, 
one on the north-west side of Dee Lane, the other on the west side 
of Northgate Street, both in Chester, built at my own proper cost 
since my husband's decease, shall be appraised. To my son John 
Nevitt sixty pounds and all my working tools belonging to the soap 
trade which I followed, and to my daughter Elizabeth Nevitt one 
hundred pounds, which two sums I have acquired & got by my in 
dustry since my husband's decease. Rest equally amongst my sons 
John and Thomas Nevitt and my daughter Elizabeth Nevitt (latter is
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wald's, Chester, as children of John Nevitt, 
chandler  

(1) John Nevitt of Chester, chandler, bap. 
26 July 1719, proved his mother's 
will 3 Apl. 1742, Freeman of Chester 
15 Nov. 1742 as a chandler and son 
of John Nevitt, chandler, deceased. 
He died in 1746-7, and was buried at 
St. Oswald's 17 Mar. 1

(2) Robert Nevitt, bap. 12 Feb. 1726-7, and 
buried at St. Oswald's 14 Sep. 1728 
as " son of widow Nevitt, chandler."

(3) Thomas Nevitt, mentioned in the will 
of his mother 1741 and in that of his 
brother John 1746.

(4) Elizabeth, bap. 17 May 1718, buried at 
St. Oswald's 5 June following as 
" daughter of John Nevitt, chandler."

(5) Margaret, bap. i Oct. 1721, bur. at St. 
Oswald's as " daughter of John Nevitt, 
chandler," 14 May 1723.

(6) Elizabeth, bap. 7 June 1724, mentioned 
in her mother's will 1741, proved her 
brother's John's will 1747. 
" My brother John's children " are 
mentioned in the will of William 
Nevitt 2 Mar. 12.

under 21 years). To my sister Sarah Davies ten pounds. Execu 
tors: Son John Nevitt and sister Sarah Davies. Witnesses: Ed. 
Stafford, Lawrence Griffith, Abel Rawlmson.

Armorial Seal : In a lozenge a lion rampant.
1 The will of John Nevitt of the City of Chester, chandler, weak 

of body, dated 15 March 1746, was proved by both executors 25 
September 1747, in the Consistory Court of Chester. Testator be 
queaths : To my sister Eliz. Nevitt all real and personal substance.

To my aunt Sarah Davies five pounds. To my brother Thomas 
Nevitt five pounds. Executors : Sister Elizabeth Nevitt and aunt 
Sarah Davies.

Witnesses: Richd. Richardson, Eliz. Johnson.
Very small armorial seal, blurred : Quarterly i 3 crescents, ii and iii, 

3 leopards' faces, iv ? The whole is doubtful.
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3. Thomas Nevitt, bur. at Birkenhead as " son of 
John Nevitt" 29 Aug. 1721; the baptismal 
entry in Eastham Register, "... Sept. 1691, 
ye son of John Nevett," probably refers to him 
or to his brother Samuel next below.

4. Samuel Nevitt of Capenhurst, mentioned in his 
father's will 1727 and in his brother William's 
1727-8 ; by his wife Margaret he had issue 

(1) Margaret, bap. at Shotwick 18 Sept. & 
16 Oct. 1735 as "daughter of Samuel 
and Margaret Nevett of Capenhurst."

(2) Samuel Nevitt, bap. at Shotwick, simi 
larly, i May 1737.

(3) Thomas Nevitt, bap. at Birkenhead as 
" son of Samuel and Margaret Nevitt " 
8 Apl. 1733.

5. Robert Nevitt, bap. as " son of John Nevitt of 
Stanloe " 5 May 1694, at Eastham, and buried 
there as same 19 Jan. i/of.

William Nevitt of Shotwick Park and Birkenhead 
(No. i above), son of John and Eliza Nevitt, 
was baptized at Eastham as " son of John 
Nevitt of Pooletown" 9 Aug. 1687; he is 
mentioned in his father's will as of Birkenhead, 
and made sole executor, but did not live to act ; 
he was buried there 2 Jan. 1727-8. 1 He

1 The will of William Nevit of Birkenhead . . . yeoman . . . sick 
and weak . . . dated 23 Jan. i727-[8], was proved in the Con 
sistory Court of Chester, by the executors named, 2 March i727-[8]. 
" Unto all my children all that temporal estate . . . wh my loving 
Father lately deceased gave ... to me." Executors are to sell 
goods and stock, and my loving wife shall surrender up the farm into 
the hands of the Owner. To my loving wife Margaret £& p.a. .   . 
out of the interest of her own Fortune or Portion which is due and 
unpaid me; if she marry only £4. Unto my son Samuel Nevit my 
new Beauclore or Chest of Drawers. Mentions : my father John 
Nevit, lately deceased . . . my brother John Nevit's children. [Leaves 
to] my brother Samuel Nevit my watch and best riding coat and my 
gun, and my will and mind is that a sermon shall be preached at my 
funeral on Phillipians, the first chapter, verse the twenty-third. 
Executors : Brother-in-law Samuel Bonnet and loving relation Thomas 
Jackson. Witnesses : John Young, Thomas Bostock. Memorand ,
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married at Shotwick, i2th Feb. 1715-16, Mar 
garet, daughter of Samuel Bennett of Great 
Saughall; she is mentioned in her father-in- 
law's will 1727, and in her husband's 1727-8. 
She married secondly John Rathbone of More- 
ton, Marriage Licence I2th April 1732, at St. 
Michael's, Chester, and is mentioned in the will 
of her brother Samuel Bennett, 1763, as Mar 
garet Rathbone. By Margaret, his wife, William 
Nevitt left issue 

(1) Samuel Nevitt, of whom presently.
(2) Elizabeth, bap. at Shotwick as " daughter 

of William Nevitt of Shotwick Park," 
26 June 1719; bur. at Birkenheacl 17 
Sept. 1721 as "daughter of William 
Nevitt and Margaret.his wife."

(3) Elizabeth, bap. at Birkenhead 23 Jan. 
1721-2 as" daughter of William Nevitt 
of Birkenhead, by Marga . . . his wife," 
mentioned as Elizabeth Lloyd in her 
uncle Samuel Bennett's Will 1763.

(4) Thomas Nevitt, bap. at Birkenheacl 16 
Oct. 172(7 5] as " son of William Nevitt 
of Birkenheacl."

Samuel Nevitt of Liverpool [No. (i) above] was 
baptized at Shotwick, i5th March 1716, as 
" son of William son of John Nevitt of Shot 
wick " in the original register, and as " son of 
William Nevitt of Shotwick Park," in the tran 
script ; he is mentioned in his father's will 
1727-8, and in his uncle Samuel Bennett's will 
1763. In the Liverpool Directory of 1766 we

Jan. 26, 1727-8. I, Rech' 1 Smith, Minister of Birkenhead do certify 
that the Testator William Nevit did publish . . . but was not able to 
sign and seal, and that it was written according to the will ... of the 
s'1 William.

The text for the funeral service is : " For I am in a strait be 
twixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which is 
far better."
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find a Samuel Nevitt of Dale Street, cabinet 
maker, but there is no evidence of identity. 
The name of Samuel Nevitt's wife is unknown, 
and there is no will in the Registries at Chester. 
He left issue 

[i] John Nevitt, of whom presently. 
[2] Thomas Nevitt, mentioned 1763; mar 

ried and had issue  
[i.] Henry Nevitt of Liverpool, book 

keeper, executor to his Aunt Ann 
1847.

[ii.] Fanny. 
[Hi.] Lydia.

[3]     Nevitt, a son mentioned 1763. 
[4] Anne, mentioned in the will of her brother 

John 1823, and in that of her niece 
Margaret 1833. Died 27 April 1847. 
Will dated 4 Oct. 1839, proved 3 June 
1847.

John Nevitt No. [i] above of Great Saughall 
and Shotwick, succeeded under the will of his 
great-uncle Samuel Bennett to estates in Great 
and Little Saughall and Shotwick, as well as 
to the manor of Shotwick, the will styling him 
" John son of my nephew Samuel Nevitt of 
Liverpool," and requiring that the possessor of 
the Shotwick estates should assume the name 
of Bennett and subscribe himself Nevitt-Ben- 
nett. On succeeding to the estates after the 
death of Martha, his great-uncle's wife, the 
heir complied with the proviso in the v/ill by 
taking out a Royal Licence, dated 7 March 
I ?S3; 1 to assume the additional surname; but 
the arms of Bennett were not asked for, and 
there are no arms or pedigree on record 
for Nevitt. Dying 4 May 1830, aged 78,

1 College of Arms, I. 33, p. 18.
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John Nevitt-Bennett was buried in Shotwick 
churchyard. 1 He married, by licence, at Frod-

1 By his Will, dated 2 May 1823 and proved in the Consistory Court 
of Chester 16 October 1830, John Nevitt-Bennett of Great Saughall, 
esquire, devised his field in Great Saughall called Pingott, bought of 
Ralph Wilkinson, to his son Samuel Nevitt-Bennett. He bequeathed 
to his two servants, Hannah, wife of Thomas Hughes, and Martha 
Street, spinster, £19, ig.r. The household goods, &c., in his house in 
Great Saughall and in the house of his son-in-law Thomas Boydell 
Hulley at Frodsham to his daughters Mary Colley and Margaret 
Nevitt-Bennett and his son-in-law William Colley, equally. To his 
executors ,£30 each free of duty. To his sister Ann Ncvitt an annuity 
of £20. He directed his friends Jonathan Colley of Chester, farmer 
[brother of his son-in-law William Colley], and John Uavies of Chester, 
surgeon [husband of Mary, daughter of Jonathan Colley], whom he 
appointed trustees, to sell all the under-mentioned property except 
the leasehold tenement in the occupation of Samuel Fairbrothcr, and 
to invest the sum realised in government stock, with certain excep 
tions; the messuages in Shotwick in the occupations of John Davies 
the younger and Edward Jones; the fields in Shotwick in the occu 
pation of Thomas Maddocks, containing about 40 Cheshire acres, 
purchased by testator of the late Thomas Brock, esquire ; the field in 
Great Saughall called the New Field, purchased by testator of George 
Warrington ; the field in Great Saughall called the Cassock Hey, 
purchased of Ralph Wilkinson ; the fields in Kingsley purchased of 
Henry Harvey Aston, esquire, and at the time in the occupation of 
Peter Antwis ; all testator's moiety purchased of John Churchman ; 
the messuage in Weaverham at the time in the occupation of John 
Gerrard ; the messuages in Goss Lane, Chester ; the Little Town 
Field in Great Saughall ; the field held by a lease of the late 
Owen Salusbury Brereton, esquire ; the fields in Great Saughall held 
by a lease of the same ; the messuages, etc., to which testator became 
entitled on the death of Robert Churchman of Kingsley, gentleman, 
deceased, by certain leases and settlements of 8 and 9 Feb. 
1778, made between Robert Churchman I, John Nevitt-Bennett 2, 
and John Churchman and Thomas Plum, gentlemen, 3, and Robert 
Barker and William Bushell, gentlemen, 4 ; the messuage in Great 
Saughall in the holding of Samuel Fairbrother held by a lease of 
Owen Salusbury Brereton ; and other freehold and leasehold messu 
ages, lands, &c. Testator directed his trustees to pay off the mar 
riage settlement of ,£1500 of his daughter Mary with William Colley, 
and bequeathed to her a third part of his personal estate inclusive of 
the settlement. He further directed that if she died without issue 
her share should be divided between his daughter Margaret Nevitt- 
Bennett, his son-in-law William Colley, the children of his daughter 
Elizabeth Hulley, and the children of his son Samuel Nevitt-Bennett. 
The will is sealed with an initial seal of J.N.B., and was witnessed by 
George Johnson and Samuel Brittain, the younger, both of Chester, 
and Joseph Corbin of Great Saughall, farmer.

1826, Aug. 5. In a codicil of this date testator stated that he had 
advanced ,£300 to his grandson John Hulley to assist him in his 
education, and directed that this was to be considered as part payment

I



94 Notes on Shotwick

sham, 7 June 17/6, Sarah Jane, daughter of 
Robert Churchman of Kingsley; she died 27 
Jan. 1787, aged 29, and was buried at Shotwick, 
the issue of the marriage being four children, all 
of whom are mentioned in their father's will, 

[i] Samuel Nevitt-Bennett, of whom pre 
sently.

[2] Margaret, died unmarried 12 Oct. 1834, 
aged 50, and was buried at Shotwick ; 
her will, as late of Saughall but now 
of Churton Heath, spinster, dated 21 
Aug. 1833, was proved at Chester 2 
May 1835.

[3] Elizabeth, bap. at Shotwick 27 June 1777; 
mar. Thomas Boydell Hulley of Frod- 
sham ; he is mentioned in the will of 
his father-in-law 1823, and she as dead 
in her sister's 1833. They left issue. 

[4] Mary, bap. at Shotwick 19 July 1781 ; 
mar. there 27 Oct. 1818, first, William 
Colley of Churton Heath, as his second 
wife; he is mentioned 1823, and died 
29 July 1834; she married secondly, 
5 Nov 1840, George Wainwright of 
Waterloo. She is mentioned 1833, and 
died 16 Aug. 1862, leaving issue, all of 
whom died young.

Samuel Nevitt-Bennett of Shotwick and of Abbey 
Square, Chester, surgeon No. [i] above  
was baptized at Shotwick 12 July 1779. Free 
man of Chester 1802; Sheriff of Chester 1842. 
Died 27 Oct. 1844, aged 65. l He married by 
licence, i Jan. 1802, at St. Michael's, Chester,

of his daughter Mrs. Hulley's share of his personal estate. This was 
witnessed by Joseph Corbin, and is signed by testator by mark, 
although the will is signed by him in full. Enclosed is a statement 
whereby William Colley of Churton Heath, co. Chester, gentleman, 
testifies to being present when the codicil was signed. 

1 See his monumental inscription, p. 36.

I
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Martha, daughter of Rowland Jones of that 
city, alderman, and of Pentre Manor, Abergele ; 
she was baptized at St. Peter's, Chester, 17 Nov. 
1775 ; and died 2 Dec. 1845, aged 7O, 1 the 
issue of the marriage being eight children, all 
of whom, except Nos. 3, 4, and 5, are mentioned 
in the will of their aunt Margaret, the females 
as unmarried.

1. John Nevitt-Bennett, of whom presently.
2. Rowland Nevitt-Bennett of Brighton, co. 

Sussex, and of Lincoln's Inn, born 24 
June 1809; died at Brighton 30 Nov. 
1890, having married Marianne, daugh 
ter of ... Mardell of Dulwich ; she 
died 5 Feb. 1893. Issue 

(1) Rowland Nevitt-Bennett of Lin 
coln's Inn, and afterwards of 
Hungerford, Berks, J.P., died 12 
Aug. 1909 ; he married Adelaide- 
Emily, daughter of ... Brown ; 
she died 20 Feb. 1908.

(2) George Nevitt-Bennett of Lin 
coln's Inn,died 26 Dec. 1882, aged 
39, at Fulham ; married Edith,
daughter of 
Park

. . Balfourof Hyde 
she died 13 Apl.

(3)
(4)

Gate ; 
1910. 
Elizabeth. 
Marianne.

(5) Emily-Mary.
(6) Eleanor-Margaret. 

3, 4, 5. Jane, Mary, and Margaret died young.
6. Elizabeth, died 7 Sept. 1841, aged 27.'
7. Sarah, born 8 Aug. 1807; bap. at St. 

Peter's, Chester, 27 Sept. 1809; died 
14 Jan. 1900, aged 92, and was buried 
at the General Cemetery, Chester,

1 See her monumental inscription, p. 36.
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8. Jane, mar. 24 May 1837, at St. Oswald's, 
Chester, Edward Roberts, Treasurer 
of Chester, who assumed the name of 
Stokes-Roberts. There was issue of 
this marriage.

John Nevitt-Bennett of Shotwick and of Abbey 
Square, aforesaid, solicitor (No. i above), was 
baptized at St. Peter's, Chester, 27 June 1804. 
He became a freeman of Chester 18 Aug. 1832. 
Dying 10 Nov. 1880, aged 76, he was buried 
in the General Cemetery at Chester ; l he mar 
ried Anne, born 15 Apl. 1802, daughter of 
Jonathan Colley of Chester and Churton Heath 
and Sheriff of Chester 1823, by his wife Ann, 
daughter of Alexander Denton of Chester, 
M.D.; she died 26 March 1872, and was buried 
in the General Cemetery ' aforesaid, the issue of 
the marriage being eight children, all of whom 
were baptized at St. Oswald's, Chester, viz. :  

[i] Hugh Colley Nevitt-Bennett, bap. 28 Mar. 
1835 ! Freeman of Chester 18 June 
1859; died unmarried 21 Apl. 1873, 
and was buried in the General Ceme 
tery aforesaid. 1

[2] Samuel Nevitt-Bennett of Shotwick and 
Matlock Bath, born 24 Jany. 1836 ; bap. 
10 March 1837 ; Freeman of Chester 
6 Sept. 1859 ; bur. at St. Giles, Matlock, 
2 July 1910; he married at St. Giles, 
Matlock, 26 Aug. 1874, Mary Lois, 
daughter of John Marriott of Matlock, 
by whom he had 

(1) Anne-Colley, living 1911, in 
whom, we believe, the manor is 
now vested.

(2) Mary, died, 12 Aug. 1880, at 
Matlock.

1 See monumental inscriptions at Shotwick, p. 37.
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[3] John Nevitt-Bennctt of Chester, Captain 
12th Madras Native Infantry, bap. 15 
Apl. 1839 ; Freeman of Chester 25 June 
1868; died at Hough Green 13 June 
1910, and was buried at the General 
Cemetery aforesaid; having married 
at St. Mary's, Chester, 22 July 1884. 
Emma, daughter of Charles Davies of 
Chester ; he left issue four daughters, 
all born at Tarvin, and all of whom 
except the third were living in 1911, 
viz. :
(1) Patty-Colley.
(2) Elizabeth-Emma.
(3) Ethel, died 15 Nov. 1894, bur. at 

Chester Cemetery.
(4) Mary-Cecilia.

[4] Elizabeth, bap. 4 May 1833, ob. inf. 1 
[5] Elizabeth-Anne, bap. i Sept. 1837 ; died

8 May 1903, buried in the General
Cemetery aforesaid, M.I. 

[6] Patty, bap. 27 May 1841 ; married at
Chester Cathedral 18 Dec. 1869, Samuel
Greer Nicholson, of which marriage
there was issue. 

[7] Anne-Jane, bap. 13 May 1843; married
at St. Oswald's, Chester, 9 Nov. 1861,
James Kennedy of Chester; and had
issue.

[8] Caroline, ob. inf. 1
It may be here noted that there appears to have 

been a seventeenth century family of Nevitts in the 
parish of Malpas, co. Chester.

1 See monumental inscription at Shotwick, p. 37.
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THE DOE FAMILY OF LITTLE SAUGHALL AND 
CHESTER.

The quaintly lettered flagstones in the church 
arousing interest, an attempt to glean some par 
ticulars of this family, which appears to have been 
respectable, has been made, and all the wills in the 
Chester Probate and Diocesan Registries have been 
examined, but as the family was not of Shotwick 
township, no further steps have been taken. The 
Does appear to have been settled at Little Saughall 
at least as early as the beginning of the xvith 
century. In 19 Henry VII., 1503-4," Richard Doo 
of Little Saughall, yeoman," together with Hugh 
Anyon of the same place, yeoman, is in default, 1 
both having been retained as his " men" by Sir 
William Stanley of Hooton.2 In i Henry VIII., 
1509-10, John Doo is one of the jurors from Little 
Saughall in a Blacon case ; 3 five years later John 
Doo is plaintiff versus Reginald Crue of Chester 
and William Glasior of the same city, in a suit re 
garding the taking of cattle at Little Saughall in a 
place called Kyngeswode; 4 in 1524-5 John Doo 
of Saughall is a juror, 5 and the surname occurs fre 
quently in the rolls later in the century.

We find the family assessed to the Subsidies of 
1545 and 1625 6 as of Little Saughall; in 1580 
amongst " The names of all and singular Knights, 
Esquires, Gentlemen, & Freeholders in Com. Ces-

V' 7 Thomas Doe is returned as a freeholder; in

I

1 Chester Plea Rolls, 204 (19 Hen. VII.), m. 13, 45b.
2 Ibid., 205, m. iQb ; 206, m. 8, 14, 18 ; 207, m. 26, 33, 43, 48b.
3 Ibid., 211, m. 48. 
1 Ibid., 216, m. 19. 
6 Ibid., 226, m. 96.
6 IVirralN. &- Q., ii. [285], i. [93].
7 The Visitation of Cheshire in the Year 1580. Ed. by John Paul 

Rylands, F.S.A. Hart. Soc,, viii. 7.
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1613 we find, amongst "The names of those that 
weare disclaimed in Chesheire," *

"James Doe 2 of Little Haughcot " [Little Saughnll]. 
"John Doe of Little Haughcott" [Little Saughall].

In 1664-5 Richard Doe was assessed for 3 hearths 
in St. Oswald's Ward, Chester. Mackay's map of 
1732 shows "Mr. Doe's" [house] between Shot- 
wick Castle and Blacon Court. It was probably, 
therefore, of importance, but its identification has 
not so far been possible. There are in Little 
Saughall three old farm-houses The Poplars farm, 
Pear Tree farm, and Nicholas' farm, and one, 
Washhall, half a mile south. Any one of these 
may have been " Mr. Doe's," but no tradition of 
the family lingers in the village. Of the three 
buildings the first-named is the most pretentious, 
but bears no house plate. Pear Tree farm has a 
projection in front somewhat similar to that in the 
centre of Willaston Hall. Nicholas' farm is a 
rambling old building, whose garden is surrounded

1 The Visitation of Cheshire, 1613. Ed. by Sir Geo. J. Armytage, 
Bart., F.S.A., and John Paul Rylands, F.S.A. ; Harl. Soc., lix. 4.

2 James Doe may be the person referred to in the Chester Inqui 
sitions post mortem (File 103, No. 3) of Thomas Doe of Little Saug 
hall, gentleman, as follows : 

Inquisition taken at Chester 21 July n Charles I. [1635]. The 
jury say that James Doe of Little Saughall, father of the said Thomas, 
by indenture dated 29 December 1618, made between himself (of 
Little Saughall in Wirehall, yeoman), of the one part, Robert Kirkes 
of Mollington Tarrett, Thomas Crosse of Ledsham, Henrie Denson 
of Wirvin, Co. Chester, yeoman, and Roger Kinge the younger of 
Chester, baker, of the other part, made a settlement of his messuages 
etc., in Little Saughall, and a messuage in Northgate Street, Chester, 
after his own death, on his said son Thomas (providing jointure for 
Elizabeth, wife of the said Thomas) and the heirs of his body, in 
default on his only daughter Anne, wife of Richard Denson of Wirvin, 
yeoman. James died 4 March, 8 Charles I. Thomas succeeded, 
and died 30 April u Charles I. Elizabeth survives. James, his 
eldest son and heir, was aged 13 years, 10 months, 3 weeks at his 
father's death.

The marriage licence of Thomas Doe of Shotwick and Elizabeth 
Denson of St. Oswald's, was granted 3 Nov. 1610. James Doe, 
probably the father, about the same time married Mary Denson, 
widow (Chester Marriage Lie. (Rec. Soc.), i. 88).
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by a high and rather tumble-down wall, gay in the 
spring with wallflowers. For three generations in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries it was the 
home of the Warringtons, and before that it was 
occupied by a family named Charmley. From its 
position Washhall most probably was the home of 
the Does.

The pedigree of the Doe family, so far as eluci 
dated, is as follows : n  
. . . Doe had issue 
1. John Doe, of whom presently.
2. ... Doe of " Aughton parish," so mentioned 

in his brother John's will, 1627 ; he had 
issue 

(i) John Doe, mentioned in his uncle's 
will, 1627.

3. Margerie, mentioned with her son Thomas in 
1627.

John Doe of Little Saughall (No. i above) was 
probably the person disclaimed in 1613. He 
was buried at Shotwick, 19 Oct. i627.2 By

1 The following seventeenth-century entries occur in Backford 
Register :  
1612. Nov. 5. Elizabetha Doe filia Jacobi Doe de Wirvin sepulta fuit

intra cancella infans.
1617. Nov. 9. Maria filia Thomas Doe de Saughall Parva baptizata. 
1617-8. Jan. 6. Maria Doe de Saughall Parva sepulta fuit in cancella 

 infans.
[Information of Mr. J. H. E. Bennett.]
'' The will of John Doe of Little Saughall, dated 17 May 1627, was 

proved in the Consistory Court of Chester 1st November 1628. 
Testator desires " to be buried in the churche or churcheyard of 
Shotwick. To my wife Margaret Doe the rent of one of [my] howses 
in the Northgate Streete which one Robert Briscoe liveth in, and my 
sonne Richard Doe shall bringe my said wiefe everie yeare one 
waine load of colse. I leave five poundes to the p'ishe churche to 
remaine in some honest mane's handes ... to be divided amongst 
the poore of the parishe on everie Good Frydaie. I leave to the 
Ringers six shillinges [&] eightpence. My executors to bestowe 
twentie nobles of my funerall. To my daughter Margaret five 
pounds. To my daughter Anne Howton five pounds. My daughter 
Cicellie Jackson. To my sonn Richard Doe all my landes to him 
his heirs male orfaymall, and for want of heires to sonne (sic) to my 
brother's sonne John Doe in Aughton parish ; latter to pay ,£200
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his wife Margaret he left issue one son and 
three daughters, all of whom he mentions in 
his will, viz. : 

(1) Richard Doe, of whom presently.
(2) Margaret.
(3) Anne, mar. . . . Howton.
(4) Cicely, mar. . . . Jackson. 

Richard Doe of Little Saughall, yeoman, son and 
heir, No. (i) above, proved his father's Will 
in 1628. He died in 1633 or 1634,' having in 
1627 married Elizabeth, daughter of John Sef- 
ton ; " she acted as executrix, 1634, and mar 
ried, secondly, Richard Barlow of Saughall.

amongst my foure daughters or their children. 1 leave to my sisters 
(sic) Margarie sonne Thomas 2os. To tenants John Rider (?) and 
Richard Carter half a year's rent. Executors: son Richard and 
Richard Carter, and James Hall and John Rider, overseers." Wit 
nesses : Nicholas Walshe, James Hall, and John Rider. Proved by 
Richard Doe, the son.

Inventory, by James Doe, Robert Kerke, and . . . liarlowe N.D., 
no summa consists of kine, calves, horses, geese, hens, husbandry 
gear, cheeses, household effects, &c.

1 The will of Richard Doe of Litle Saughall (yeoman, in inventory) 
dated " Anno Dom." (two erasures) " 1633 " was proved in the Con 
sistory Court of Chester 28 (?) Nov. 1634. Testator desires to be 
buried in the Church or Churchyarde of Shotwicke whether place my 
friendes thinkes fittinge. My wife [no name] to be heade & gover- 
noure duringe her widdohode till suche Tymes as my sonne Thomas 
Doe shall come to his full age, and if she mary to have halfe of my 
goodes and landes. I leave my sonn Thomas Doe all my lande in 
the countrey which belongeth to me and I leave my son Richard Doe 
one of my houses in the northgate street wch. one Robert Briscoe 
lives in, and the other house to my sonn Thomas Doe, and for want 
of issue of my sonn Thomas my son Richard shall have all my landes. 
To my sonn Richard Doe four score poundes when he cometh to 
twenty & one yeares. To my two servants Edward liank [or (?) 
Baull] and Elizabeth Erwod 2s. bd. apeece. My wife and my father 
Seftoun executors. Witnesses : Thomas Doe, John I'earson, Thomas 
Pearson, and Richard Barlowe. Proved by executors named (?). 
[Probate badly faded.]

Inventory (dated 20 November 1633 by Thomas Doe, Thomas 
Forshawe, Richard Chamberline and John Clarke, .£130 12s. &d.) 
consists of household effects, kine, oxen, horses, swine, come, hey, 
wheat upon the grounde. The following rooms are mentioned : 
"The house, parlor, loft, servants' chamber, buttery, parlor" (again 
mentioned).

2 Chester Marriage Licences (Record Soc.), iii. 113.
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He left issue two sons, both mentioned in his 
Will.

[i] Thomas Doe, of whom presently. 
[2] Richard Doe, (?) bap. at Shotwick 10 Mar. 

1632 ; he was under age in 1633 and 
1638, and may be the person assessed 
to the Hearth Tax in Chester 1664-5. 

Thomas Doe of Little Saughall, gent., son and 
heir, (?) bap. at Shotwick . . . Aug. 1630, a 
minor I638. 1 He is probably the witness to 
the will of George Brereton of Broughton, 
co. Flints, gent., dated 6 Aug. 1664, pro. at 
Hawarden, N.D. Testator desires " my nephew 
Thomas Doe of Saughall, co. Chester, to be 
my feoffee in trust for the ord'inge [&c.] of my 
said children and their pofcons." (Information 
of J. H. E. Bennett.) He married at Eastham 
13 Dec. 1659 Mary daughter of Thomas Hall- 
wood of Whitby, gent., and was assessed for five 
hearths 1663. A person of both these names 
was disclaimed as of Sutton 1613; he died before 
1695, leaving issue 6 children, all of whom ex 
cept Mary he mentions in his will, 2 viz. 

1 The will of Thomas Doe of Little Saughall, co. Chester, gentle 
man, beeinge weake in body .   . dated 9 Aprile 1674, was proved in 
the Consistory Court of Chester 14 Sept. 1695. To Thomas Halwood 
of Whitby, co. Chester, gentleman, being my father-in-law, my three 
messuages in Altrincham, co. Chester, and all my other messuages 
[&c.] there, upon trust, to pay for a mortgage of certain lands which 
I have from Henry Covven of Little Saughall. To my foure younger 
children Thomas Doe, Richard Doe, Katherin Doe, and Elizabeth 
Doe, all the lands I have in mortgage from said Henry Cowen . . . 
and all my estate in the Heath grounds in Great and Little Saughall 
comonly called the old and new Inclosures there, and makes them 
residuary legatees. Executors : Wife Mary Doe, said father in law 
Thomas Halwood, friends Thomas Hiccocke of Woodbanke and 
John Penkett of Great Saughall, yeomen. Witnesses : Thomas 
Massie and William Presbury.

Seal gone, possibly an animal's head couped out of a " ducal" 
coronet.

Proved by James Doe the son and Richard Brereton "Affinis."
2 From the Episcopal Registry, Chester: 14 June 1638 Alice 

Sephton widow contra Richard Barlow of Little Saughall. The

m?
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(1) James Doe, of whom presently.
(2) Thomas Doe, possibly the person buried 

at Shotwick as " of Saughall Parv. 
mariner," 15 June 1699 ; on Dec. 26, 
1676, a Thomas Doe described in his 
Marriage Licence 23 Dec. 1676 as 
of S   , married Sarah Aldersey of 
Newton, in the parish of Tattenhall, 
spinster, at St. John's, Chester, and 
they had issue, apparently 

(i) John Doe, bap. at Shotwick, 26
Apl. 1695.

(ii) Sara, bap. at Shotwick, 14 Feb. 
1680.

(3) Richard Doe, mentioned in his brother 
James' will, 1703.

(4) Katherine, bap. at Eastham, 28 Oct. 1660.
(5) Elizabeth, bap. at Eastham, 23 Jan. 1667.
(6) Mary, bap. at Eastham, n Dec. 1666. 

James Doe of Chester and Little Saughall, gent., 
son and heir, No. (i) above, is probably the 
person assessed for three hearths in Little 
Saughall, 1663 ; he was buried at Shotwick as 
"of Trinity parish, Chester," 13 Sept. 1703;

tuition of Thomas Doe & Richard Doe children of Richard Doe 
late of Little Saughall, deced, appears to have been granted to the 
said Richard Barlow with others now deceased, and at the above date 
the children were still minors. John Sephton late of Newton deced 
was husband unto the pile in this business. And the said pile is 
very poor and hath not competent means to maintain herself and her 
own children, and is not fit nor capable of the Tuition of the afsd 
children. That John Sephton and his wife the said Alice were Tutors 
of one Robert Sephton & of one Alice or Elizabeth Pemberton but 
have not fittly educated them &c.

8 October 1638. Personal answers of John Clarke. He married ye 
Sister of John Pearson and Thomas Pearson, and it would appeal- 
that Richard Barlow married the mother of the minors.

5 July 1638. Answers of Richard Barlow of Saughall. He did 
write Richard Doe his Will and doth confess the deccd1 did mencon 
Thomas Doe and John Clerke to be governors of his children but 
Tho. Doe refusing to join with John Clerke there was nothing con 
cluded about the same. The lands & leases of Richard Doe deoed 
were worth at his death ,£30 a year or more.
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his will, dated 17 Aug. in that year, mentions 
his late father Thomas Doe and grandfather 
Hallwood. 1 He married Mary, widow of ... 
Ellis, and mentions her in his will; her own 
will, as "of Chester, widow," dated 12 Nov. 
1734, was proved C.C. Chester 23 June I735- 2

1 The will of James Doe of the Citty of Chester, gentleman, dated 
17 August 1703, was proved in the Consistory Court of Chester II 
Nov. 1704 by the four executors. Testator desires "to be buried in 
the parish church wherein I shall happen to dye." ,£250 oweing by 
me to M r John Mosse (?) of Little Mouldsworth and £2.0 to my sister 
Mary by an assignment of Whitby tythes made by my grandfather 
Halwood and ,£5 which I give her as a legacy, as alsoe £10 which I 
owe to widow Yeovanson, to be paid by executors. To wife Mary 
£lo. The herriott due to M r Cholmondeley to be paid. To exe 
cutors, to Br. Richard Doe and to M r John Birkhened of Backford 
i^s. apiece for rings. Rest of personal estate to daughter Katherine 
Doe also lease of the tythes of Whitby. Whereas by an Indenture of 
26 Feb. 2 Will. & Mary, between my late father Thomas Doe and 
me James Doe of ye first p'te, Joseph Hockenhull, Esqr., Richard 
Lownds, gentleman, et al. of ye second p'te, and Mary Ellis, widow, of 
the third p'te, is one 1'Visoe that it shall be lawful for the said James 
Doe, for the preferment of any younger children by Mary Ellis his 
intended wife, to charge any of the premises [&c.] up to ^300, leaves 
,£300 to his daughter Katherine and leaves her dwelling house with 
the milnc, kilne, sellar, stall, heyloft, gardens [&c.] wherein I now in 
habit in Watergate Streete and Crookes Lane in said citty of Chester 
togeth'r with my two leaden cesterns therein. To my sonn and heire 
Thomas Doe messuage [&c.] in Northgate Street without the North- 
gate in the said citty of Chester, known by the name Suck and 
Coulter, also two little closes in Little Saughall co. Chester, and 
goods in my messuage there. Tuition of my said sonn and daughter 
to friends Wm. Gamul, esq., Thomas Birkhened, gentleman, Thomas 
Chamberlyn, and John Davies both of Saughall, yeomen . . . son to 
be put to some trade. Tutors to be executors. Witnesses Ben 
Chi ichley, Edward Walton, and Robert Leivesley.

Seal Arms : 3 garbs.
[The above seal is identical with that on the will of Robert Briscoe, 

proved 1724.]
2 The will of Mary Doe of the City of Chester, widdow, weak in 

body, dated 12 Nov. 1734, was proved in the Consistory Court of 
Chester 23 June 1735 by 'ne executrix named. To my grand 
daughter Mary Short ^100, with interest, due to me by bond from 
my son Thomas Doe ; but if she decease within twelve months after 
my decease then to my daughter Catherine Short. To my four grand 
children £$ apiece for mourning to witt Thomas Doe, Junr., Richard 
Hockenhull, John Short, and Mary Short. To cousin Martha Smith 
one guinea. To cousin Elizabeth Bristoe one guinea. To cousin 
Ellen Robinson half a guinea. Rest to daughter Catherine Short and 
son Thomas Doe, and makes former sole executrix. Witnesses  
Frances Wilkinson, Margret Wilkinson, and Thomas Robinson.

Seal A wyvern passant.



Notes on Shotwick 105

They left issue two children, both mentioned 
in the wills of either parent, viz. :  

(i) Thomas Doe, below, 
(ii) Katherine, bap. at Shotwick, 18 Feb' 

1690, married, first, circa 1712, Wil 
liam Hockenhull of Denhall, in the 
pish, of Neston, by whom she had 
issue a son,1 Richard, baptized at 
Shotwick 12 Aug. 1714, and men 
tioned in the will of his grandmother, 
Mary Doe, 1734. She married, 
secondly, . . . Short, and is called 
Catherine Short in her mother's will, 
her two children, John and Mary, 
being also mentioned therein. 

Two eighteenth century administrations and a 
tuition show there was a family of Short in Liver 
pool, but no connection with Shotwick is apparent. 

Thomas Doe of Chester and Little Saughall, 
No. (i) above, was baptized at Shotwick, 30 
Jan. 1695. He is mentioned in the will of 
William Hockenhull, 1711, who subsequently be 
came his brother-in-law, and in his mother's will, 
1734. He died 12 October I753, 2 aged 58, and 
was buried at Shotwick as of Chester, gent., 8th 
November. 3 He married Anne . . . died ist June 
1778, aged 88, and was buried at Shotwick.4 They 
had issue a son :

Thomas Doe of the City of Chester, mentioned

1 See p. Si.
* Not 1755 as in Ormerod ; see his monumental inscription, p. 35.
3 1753, November 8. Mr. Thomas Doe, gent., living in Chester, 

buried [Register]. Administration of the goods of Thomas Doe of 
the City of Chester, gent., deceased, was granted in the Consistory 
Court of Chester, 21 Nov. 1753, to Thomas Doe, of the same 
City, gent., natural and lawful son, the other bondsmen being Thomas 
Cotgreave of same, linenclraper, and John Short of same, gent, {blant^ 
Doe, widow and relict renouncing. The endorsement calls the relict 
" Mary." She signs the act of renunciation as "Anne Doe."

* Not 86, as in Ormerod. See p. 35.
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in his grandmother's will 1734, administrator 1753, 
died i Aug. 1785, aged 65, and was buried at 
Shotwick; l he married Frances . . . who died

1 See his monumental inscription, p. 35.
The will of Thomas Doe, of the City of Chester, esqrc, dated 26th 

October 1776, was proved in the Consistory Court of Chester by the 
sole executrix, 21 Mar. 1786.

I {jive and devise all that my iness[uag]e & premises wherein I now 
inhabit in the further Northgate Street, Chester^ all those two mess'es 
in the further Northgate Street aforesaid, now in the holdings of John 
Griffith and Richard Hough, and also all that my mess'e or tenement 
with the lands [&c.] in Little Saughall and Great Saughall, co. Chester, 
now in the tenure of Thomas ISushell, unto and to the use of my wife 
Frances Doe her heirs and assigns for ever [clear of all mortgages, 
&c.]. I also give all that my other mess'e, lands, &c., in Little Saug 
hall and Great Saughall, now in the holding of William Green, also 
that field in Great Saughall called Beach Keys and now in the tenure 
of the sd William Green unto my mother Anne Doe, for life, and im 
mediately after her decease to the use of my said wife, Frances Doe, 
her heirs [&c.j, clear of all encumbrances. And whereas I did, 
previous to my Marriage with my said wife Frances, by Indenture 
bearing date Mth June 1763, settle a jointure on her for life of ^40 
p.a. in case there should be one or more child or children of that 
marriage, but in case there should not be any such child or children 
I did in and by the said indenture settle a jointure of £60 p.a. upon 
my sd. wife for life (in lieu of the s' 1 annuity of ,£40), which said 
several jointures were made chargeable (amongst other messe's [&c.] 
in Little Saughall & Great Saughall) upon the mess'es, lands [&c.] in 
Little Saughall & Great Saughall hereinbefore by rne given to my said 
wife and mother. And wh'as I now stand indebted to Joseph Crewe, 
of Chester, Alderman, in ^600, by mortgage on the said premises 
given to my s'1 wife and mother, I do hereby declare the said premises 
limited to my said wife and mother shall be freed from the several 
jointures (as the case shall happen to be), likewise from the said debt 
of ,£600. I do hereby give and devise to David Ackerley of Chester, 
Gent", & Randle Brookes of Malpas, co. Chester, Gentleman, all my 
other mess'es, lands [&c.] in Little Saughall and Great Saughall (not 
hereinbefore devised) in the several holdings of Samuel Jones & 
Samuel Hill, also all the great tythes in the township of Little 
Saughall, also all my mess'es, lands [&c.]. in Claverton, Hand- 
bridge, and Handbridge Townfields, now in the several holdings of 
Charles Goodvvin, Gent", Alexander Denton, Doctor of Physick, 
John George, Thomas Mann, & Thomas Potter, UPON TRUST to pay 
the said annuities of £40 or £bo (as the case shall happen to be), And 
upon this further trust, that in case my heirs-at-law shall not think 
proper to discharge the s'1 .£600 they my trustees shall sell part or 
parts of the premises given to them in trust, the money by such sale 
or sales to be applied in discharge of the said ,£600, and from and 
after payment thereof then as to such premises unsold in trust for my 
own right heirs for ever. I give all my household furniture, plate 
[&c., &c.], unto my said wife Frances Doe, absolutely. Sole executrix:
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13th April 1806, aged 64, and was buried at Shot- 
wick, M.I. 1 I have not attempted to carry the 
pedigree further.

THE ANCIENT INHABITANTS OF SHOTWICK.

The earliest list of the inhabitants of Shotwick is 
contained in a MS. volume in the College of Arms 
entitled " The Musters De hunclredo de Wyre- 
hall in Com. Cester," dated I544- 2

The Towne of Shotewicke.

Henry Gregory able vv'out gaynes. 
Wyllm Robynson abylman in his gaynes. 
Henry Herbet abottman w'out gaynes.

the said Frances Doe. Witnesses : Joseph Gilbert, Samuel Hostage, 
and Mary Davies.

Effects under ,£100: Exhibit endorsed on will. Between David 
Ackerley and Frances Doe, Compts & Mary Done, DcP., 22 
Dec. 1786 at the execution of a Commission for Examination of 
witnesses in this Cause this Will . . . was produced & shown to Mary 
Davies, Spinster; Stephen Leeke, Gent"; and Samuel Hostage, 
Gentleman, at the time of their examination on the part of the Compts., 
& to the said Mary Davies & Samuel Hostage on their examination 
on the part of the Deft. Before us : Will  Massey, Alex. Eaton, 
Wm Hamilton, and Peter Snow.

The following is extracted from the Episcopal Registry at Chester:
1786, March 2. The matter of proving . . . the last will of Thomas 

Doe, late of the City of Chester, esquire, deceased, and of granting 
probate thereof to Frances Doe, widow, the sole executrix named 
in the said Will, promoted by the said Frances Doe against Mary 
Done of the same City, widow.

The will exhibited, dated 26 October 1776, and subscribed 
" Tho3 Doe," was drawn by Joseph Fluitt, an attorney at law in the 
said City of Chester. The allegation goes on to state that the will 
was not executed until June 1784, the testator being then very much 
out of health and in a declining state, but it was omitted thro' inatten 
tion only to make any alteration to the date which had been inserted 
in the will by Mr. Fluitt at the time it was drawn up by him, expect 
ing the testator to immediately execute it. Joseph Gilbert, one of the 
witnesses to the will, since the execution thereof dead and departed 
this life 3 July 1785 and was buried at St. Oswald's the 6th of the 
same month. Another person mentioned in the allegation is a Mr. 
Charles Potts, an attorney at law in Chester.

1 See p. 35.
1 Talbot MSS., Vol. N, 85-6.
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Edmunde Whytehed abylman in his gaynes.
Thorns JBlws able w'out gaynes.
Thorns Symont able w'out gaynes.
Thorns Taylyers abylman w' horse and gaynes.
Rye. Awtys abottman w' horse and gaynes.
Hugh ffox abylman in his gaynes.
Thorns Hayln abylman in his gaynes.
Thorns Whyte able w'out gaynes.
George Whytefeld abottman in his gaynes.
John Coke able w'out gaynes.

Lyttel Salghall.

John Peryston abottman in his gaynes. 
Bawdewyn Johnson abylman in his gaynes. 
Robt. Ilaylyn abylman in his gaynes. 
Ric. Heylle abylman in his gaynes. 
Wyllym Hougton abylman in his gaynes.

In the following year, 1545, the Subsidy Roll 
gives us the list of those assessed J 

Thoma Wauerton pro iij//. . . . \\]d.
Agneta Ball pro vij//. .... xivdT.
Johe Hesky pro XX.T. . ... id.
Edmundo Whithed pro viij//. . . xvjrf.
Thoma Blessy pro xl?. . . . \]d.
Thoma Phesand pro xx.f. id.
Thoma Taylor pro xij//. . . . xxiva?.
Rico Otie pro xi//. .... xxij</,
Johe Otie pro xl.r. .... i]d.

In 1578, with trouble looming ahead, Queen 
Elizabeth called for a list of her subjects in 
Cheshire liable to supply troops for land defence. 
This document, now in the Public Record Office, 
London, gives among others the hundred of Wirral: 2

John Hocknell, Esquier, One light horse, one Corslette or 
Allmaine Ryvett, or instead thereof one Brigandine, and 
one Calyver, furnished.

Tho. Dooe de [Great] Saughall, To furnish one Plate Cote.

1 Wirral N. & Q., ii. p. 84.
8 Record Soc. Lanes, and Ches., xlii. 20.
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The Subsidy Roll of 1625 contains, under Shot- 
wicke, the name of

Thomas \Vhitehead in bonis, \li. . \\\}s. m}d.

and under Woodbanke 

Thomas Hiccockc in bonis, iiij//. . \s. \\\\d.

In Had. MS. No. 2107, fo. 338, "Historical Col 
lections concerning Cheshire," by R. Holme, being 
" A Remonstrance or Declaration of the Inhabitants 
of the Countie Palatyne of Chester whose names 
are subscribed and many more," we get a list which 
I think must cover the entire parish in 1641  

James Hockenhall.
Lawrence Swetenham.
Joseph Swetenham.
Richard I'enkett.
Richard Aston.
William Coxson.
Tho. Coxson.
Edward Lloyd.
James [Dow ?]
James Gregory.
John Cow [blot covers last

part of name]. 
Richard Johson. 
John Barrow. 
Tho. Hickock. 
[Tho. ?] Spenser. 
Tho. Hickocke. 
George Eastham.

Johnathan Eastham. 
Richard Mathew. 
Tho. Mathew. 
Daniel T'orshall. 
James Major. 
John Thomas. 
Randle Richards. 
Gregory Thomas. 
John Richards. 
John Whythed. 
Lawrance Mores. 
Richard Dyckson. 
William Chamberlayne. 
George Harissonn. 
Edward Harpar. 
Tho: Holland. 
Thomas Chamberlayne.

Finally, in 1663, the Hearth Tax Roll of the 
hundred of Wirral gives a complete list of the 
householders in the parish, 1 and from it those pay 
ing on over one hearth may be noted, all the town 
ships in the parish being on this occasion quoted : 

1 Lay Subsidy 244/35 I'-R-O. As this roll was made by a somewhat 
illiterate scribe, it was, where necessary, compared with L.S. 86/145, 
entries from which are marked *.
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Shotwicke.

Mer. Hockenell . . .3
(*Joseph Hockenhall, 3) 

Meathue Janken . . .2 
Edward Harper . . .2 
Elizabeth Setham . . .2

Woodbanke.

Tho. Hickhocke (*Hiccock) . 2 
John Crose .... 2 
Thomas Gilbert . . .2

Chapenliurst.

Francis Poolle .
(*James Poole, Esq., 3) 

George Grisse . 
Daniel Peacocke

Saugkall Magna.

Thomas Coxson . . .2
Henery Healin . ... 2
Job. Masse . ... 2

Saughall Pania.

James Doe . . . .3 
James Bruen . . . 3

OLD MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

It is difficult, in spite of all that has been written, 
for the modern man to enter into the thoughts and

<_>

feelings of his mediaeval ancestors, and the writer 
has not the space, even if he had the ability, to 
portray them, but such odd notes as he has come 
across casting light on Shotwick in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries may here be set down.

Crimes of violence were not unknown in the dis 
trict, the only wonder being that they were not more



Notes on Shotwick \ 11

frequent. In 1509-10 an inquest was held at Church 
Shotwik before Thomas Cotyngham, coroner for 
Wyrehall, on Richard Fox of that place, killed by 
Henry Nicolasson or Piper of Podyngton, two 
Shotwick jurors, William and John Holland being 
on the panel. 1 Three years later another inquest 
was held there before the same coroner on the 
body of Edward Towneley of Frodesham, pedeler, 
killed by Thomas Beyne of Burton or of Podyng 
ton ; John Bullocke, Hugh Foxe, John Robynson 
and Thomas Haillyn of Churche Shotwike being 
amongst the jurors.2 In 1523-4 Michael Chamber- 
layne of Great Salghall, labourer, struck one 
Thomas Morres on the head with a stick, at West 
Kirby, so that he afterwards died. 3 Finally, in 
1533-4, the slumbers of John Doo and Christian 
his wife were disturbed by a burglar, but the outcome 
does not appear. 4

The far-reaching power of the ecclesiastical courts 5 
was then taking cognizance of any lapse from morality 
and good order ; a loose paper, between pages at 
the date 2 Nov. 1588 in the Bishop's Visitations, 
gives us an idea of the fate that overtook the 
former 

To the curat of Shotwicke :
Thorns Heskett and Elizabeth Gallic are enioyned to doe open 

penance in the Parish church of Shotwicke in shirte and sheete 
with white wandes in theire handes, according to custome, from

1 Chester Plea Rolls, 211 (i Hen. VIII.), m. 37.
2 Ibid., 214 (4 Hen. VIII.), m. 59.
3 Ibid., 225 (15 Hen. VIII.), m. 6.
4 Ibid., 235 (25 Hen. VIII.), m. 6b.
6 For an excellent account of Church discipline see "The Bishop of 

Chester's Visitation Book, 1592," by Wm. Fergusson Irvine, M.A., 
F.S.A., in Chester Archtnological Society's Journal, Part IV., vol. v. 
The same author has contributed "The Visitation of Warrington 
Deanery by the Bishop of Chester in the Year 1593 " to the Historic 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, vol. xlvi. 183 ; "Church Discip 
line in the Sixteenth Century " to the Transactions of tlie Lancashire 
and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, vol. xiii. ; and " Church Discipline 
after the Restoration" to the Historic Society's Transactions, Ixiv.
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the beginninge of the letanie to the end of a sermon or homely 
of fornication vpofi Soondaye next beinge the xxiiij daye of this 
instant Aprill, and also vpoii the next moondaye after being the 
feaste daye of Sainct Marke, and also vpon the next Soondaye 
following being the first of Maye. They are also severally to 
make theire confessions before the congregation and to certifie 
hereof before the viij of Maye : Peter Saincte Deane.

[Certificate signed] p me Johane Barker Curat de Shotwick.

Nor did lesser offenders escape. In 1605 Robert 
Forshaw is accused of being "a common disturber 
of his neighbours & a contemner of the minister in 
tyme of Catechizinge " ; he is enjoyned " to confes 
his falte before the curatt, church wardens & sworn- 
men on[e] Daie Sondaie or holidaie and to certify 
[&c]." In the same year Margaret wife of John 
Danatt is presented as "a common scold & dis 
turber of her neghbors . Shee is absolued and 
injoyned to do pennance one Soundaie in Shotwick 
Churche tempore Div "[ine Service] "& to certify'' 
[&c.].

Disputes as to money matters were also adjudi 
cated upon, at least in connection with the church. 
In 1619 Thomas Hickocke de Woodbancke is 
accused of not paying the parish clerk; but "he 
affirmeth hee hathe paid his wage to the Clarke" 
 evidently a case of hard swearing, the outcome of 
which does not appear. The defendant seems to 
have been in ill odour, for he is arraigned at the 
same time "for not goeinge the p'ambulacon wth his 
neighbors and for stoppinge the minister and p'ishiners 
the ancient and accustomed waie " ; he is injoyned 
heareafter"to bee p'sent hym self att the p'ambulacon 
& not to staye anie the accustomed waie in goinge 
the same " a somewhat nebulous sentence.

The churchwardens also incur censure from time 
to time for not providing certain furniture. In 1604 
there is " no carpett for the colon [communion] table. 
They want the two Tomes of homilies & Mr luell's
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replye." 1 However, probably owing to the lack of 
means, they failed to furnish the " Tomes," and ten 
years later they are presented again in consequence. 
In 1665, as we have already noted, they were in 
trouble over the church plate and other matters. 
Their troubles, however, sat lightly on them, and they 
appear simply to have passed them on to their suc 
cessors ; in 1722 there is " no Hanging for the Pulpit, 
no Book of Homilies. No Table of Marr. Degrees. 
No book for the names of Strange preachrs. No 
Book of Canons." Nor, if the Church looked 
closely after her own flock, were those without the 
pale neglected. From 1670 to 1677 Thomas Turner 
is constantly presented for being a "papist and 
recusant," his wife Ann and William Latham suf 
fered similarly, but no sentence is recorded against 
them. As is well known, chirurgeons, midwives, 
schoolmasters, and executors were also under the 
jurisdiction of the court, but entries regarding them 
are not of sufficient interest to require notice.

THE CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS.

The parish registers do not begin until 1698. 
The churchwardens' accounts are in a very bad 
state, rotted with damp, frayed at the edges, and 
roughly bound in old newspaper. A label states 
that they range from 1717 to 1835, and that they 
were purchased at the sale of Joseph Mayer of 
Bebington, iith December 1887. The buyer was 
Mr. Trelawny, who restored them to the church.

The accounts contain the usual entries for ringing 
the bells on the king's birthday and the 5th of 
November, for charity such as the relief of distressed

1 John Jewel, Bishop of Salisbury [1552-1571], author of the 
Apologia pro Ecclesia Anglicana in 1562, which Thomas Harding, 
an Oxford contemporary of Jewel's, attacked in An Answer to Doctor 
Jewel's Challenge, 1564 ; and the outcome of an acrimonious discus 
sion was Jewel's Reply unto Mr Hunting's Answer.

H
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sailors, &c., for drink, for repairs to the church, and 
the like. The following are specimen extracts : 

1720 (?). ... ye diall poast . . . .or. oo. oo 
,, ... peanting ye diall poast . . . oo. or. 06 
,, 12 Ib. of lead for to fasten ye diall poast . oo. or. 06 
,, Carving ye lettters in ye diall poast . . oo. or. oo

1721. Paid to John Barrat for carrying flags and
ilaging ye church . . . . .,£1.13.0

1723. Churchwardens'dinners . . . .00. 12. 6 
,, Spent en ye Minister of Burton when he

preached here ..... oo. 2. 2 
,, Churchwardens' dinners .... oo. 10. 10

1725. Spent on ye Clock Smith at Chester . . oo. i. 10 
  Spent on ye Clockmaker at Shotwick . oo. r. oo 
  for parch't to write a copy of ye Register

upon . . . . . . ..........
  p'd to ye Minister for writeing a Copy of

ye Register . . . . . ..........
  For an Act of Parliament against Swearing

& Cursing . . . . . ....... ...
  Jonathan Chamberlain for a bitch fox . ... ... ...

1726. Ye joiner for a frame for ye Kinges Armes ... ... ...
  Mr. Smith of Glovers Stone [Chester] for 

ye Church Clock ^ro. 105. and for ye 
large stone weight $s. & allowed him for 
ye old Church Clock . . . . 10. ......

  Spent at ye time when ye clock was paid for ... ... ...
,, p'd for Kings Arms . . . . .01.10.00

1727. To treat ye Parson of Neston . . .... ... ...
  To treat ye Parson of Stoak . . .... ... ...

1730-1. p'd for shifting ye clock-hammer after ye
Great Bell fell ..... ... ... ...

1731. ... of Nesson for Honging ye old Three
Bells when they . . . had 5 New Bells 
Capt and Hung for 12 or 14 pounds 
more ....... 24. 02. oo

  ... ing ye steeple after ye hanging of ye
old Bells . . . . . . oo oo. 06

1736. To killing a fox ..... oo. or. oo
,, To killing a bitch fox .... oo. 02. oo

1743. For a quart of ale for parson Davis yt day
he preached ...... oo. oo. 04

1744. p'd for Planting ye trees in ye Church Yard ... ... ...
[In this year four " bich foxes " are paid for]

1746. . . . Prayer concerning the Rebles . . oo. oo. 08
1747. To 14 Prisoners with a Pass . . .... ... ...
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1750. [In this year one dog fox and five bitch foxes are paid
for]

1760. For carrying the stones from Burton l . 01. 01. oo 
1763. For plastering and whitewashing ye church i. ... ...
1767. For putting a top on the Dial post . . o. 6. ... 
  On Lewis Thomas w'n he put up ye Dial . ... ... ...

1768. For fetching the singing seat from Chester o. 2. o
1774. William Hopley for making the gates . 4. 9. o
1780. It is hereby agreed that only 30 a dozen shall for the

future be paid for sparrows and that they shall . . .
be brought to the Church Yard on Sundays with their
Bodies whole and unbroken ; and be paid for there ;
and if any churchwardens shall pay for heads only at
any Persons' houses they are to pay the same out of
their [own] Pockets.

1785. P'd the Mason for the Churchyard stoop
and Led . . . . . . i. 6. 2

,, Myself for helping to seat the Stoop . ... ... ...
,, Samuel Edwards for a boox and lock in the

singing pew . . . . . ....... ...
1790. [In this year £2. 10^. zd. is paid for sparrows] 
1801. To the Clerk for clearing the Church after

the high wind . . . . . o. 2. 6
1812. Taking the old pulpit to Chester . . ... ... ...
,, Fetching the new Ditto Ditto . . . ... ... ...
  Somers bill for clock face & pulpit . . 26. 10. i

1814. Samuel Evans for musick in church . . i. n. 6
,, Do. for fidle strings . . . o. 5. 6

The entries relating to the killing of foxes are 
worthy of note. Till about 1750 foxes were con 
sidered vermin. An Act of Parliament made in 
the reign of Elizabeth (8 Eliz. c. 15), after referring 
to an Act of 23 Henry VIII. regarding the destruc 
tion of " Crowes, Rookes, and Chawghes," gave the 
churchwardens of a parish power to levy a tax on 
the landowners for the " destruccyon of noyful 
Fowles and Vermyn." Rewards were to be given 
on the production of " heades " and " egges " on a 
scale stated. The " Fowles " banned were "Crowes, 
Chawghes, Pyes, Rookes, Stares" [starlings], the

1 These were for the church wall. Stone needed for repairs seems 
always to have been obtained from Burton.
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" ravenyng Byrdes," Martyn Havvkes, Fursekytte 
[kestrel], Moldkytte, Busarde, Schagg, Carmerante, 
Ryngtale [hen-harrier], Iron [heron], Ospraye, 
Woodwall [woodpecker], Pye, Jaye, Raven, Kyte, 
Kyngs Fyssher, " Bulfynche or other Byrde that ' j 
devoureth the blowth of Fruite," Among the " noy- 1 
full Vermin " Reynard is first mentioned, a price of 
xijW. being set on the head of "every Foxe or 
Gray " [badger] ; other animals excommunicated 
being the Fitchewes [foulmart], Polcattes, Wesells, 
Stotes, Fayres,1 bacles, 2 Wild Cattes, Otters, Hedge- 
hogges, Rattes, Myse, Moldwarpes or Wantes.3 
These rewards had no doubt been paid long before 
the enactment of the statute. In the churchwardens' 
accounts of Wilmslow, 1601, is an entry, " Paid 
according to the oulde custom for a Foxe head xijW."* 
It is difficult to identify the birds and animals under 
their archaic names, some of which appear to be 
obsolete and others synonymous, and the attempt 
here made must be taken for what it is worth.5

The word stoop occurring in the 1785 accounts, 
spelt otherwise stoape, stoupe, or stulpe, means a 
post or support. The extant sundial post had 
already been charged for in 1720, so that the word 
here indicates probably one of the gateposts, the 
" led " being for hinges. A lease from the Earl of 
Bedford to Sir William Cecil, afterwards the Lord 
Treasurer Burghley, executed in 1570, mentions 
bounds to a portion of the pasture commonly called 
Covent Garden [London], which were marked by 
certain " stulpes " and wooden rails. The obsolete 
term stulp was in 1844 stated to be retained only

1 The ordinary term for weasel in North Devon.
2 A synonym for wild cat, used redundantly.
3 The northern and midland, and north-western vernacular respec 

tively for the mole.
1 Earwaker's East Cheshire, i. 103.
6 Cf. Trans., Devonshire Association for the Advancement of 

Science, Literature, and Art, xxix. 291.
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in the dialect of Norfolk, and was there used to 
signify a low post fixed as a boundary. The same 
term is used by the chronicler Fabyan to denote 
the bulwark or fence at the approach of London 
Bridge on the Southwark side, where he relates 
how the rebel Jack Cade, in 1450, drove the citizens 
of London back " from the stulpes in Southwarke, 
or brydge fote, unto ye drawe-brydge." l

PLACE NAMES.

Of Shotwick Ormerod says : " Here, as in most 
cases in Cheshire where this termination of name 
occurs, were formerly salt works, which were used 
in Leland's time (Lei., I tin., v. 54)."

Canon Taylor says Shotwick is Norse. Mr. 
Harrison, " on the whole," considers " the most 
probable explanation of Shotwick is that which 
defines it as ' the (salt) station on the shot or 
spit of land ' (perhaps extending into the river Dee) 
 A. Sax. sceat or sccdt, 'corner,' 'division,' 'portion,' 
' tract.' "

Mr. Irvine says, 2 "The wick from the Norse vie, 
a bay. Whether the first syllable, shot, represents 
a man's name or describes a physical feature, I know 
not, but we meet it again on the other side of the 
Hundred, in Shotdale, softened into Shoddale."

We have seen that in former days there was a 
miniature bay and creek at Shotwick, and so far 
Mr. Irvine's derivation is borne out. I confess, 
however, I have, as a rule, very little faith in these 
derivations. It is impossible for us to know the 
thoughts or intentions of the men who gave names 
to our ancient villages and homesteads. The one 
thing certain about the derivation of Shotwick and

1 Cf. Archaology, xxxiv. 62 ; xxx. 494, 496. Also English Dialect 
Dictionary, by Jos. Wright, 1898.

2 Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., xliii. 301.
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most other places is that, not being demonstrable, 
they form a convenient peg whereon the ingenious 
may hang theories and discussions. These seem 
frequently embarked upon with a somewhat light 
heart and without a sufficiently intimate knowledge 
of natural features past and present, and sometimes 
without examination of ancient forms; though in 
deed the spelling of our ancestors being somewhat 
autocratic, not much guidance is to be derived from 
their orthography. In the present instance it might 
have been worth the place-name gentlemen's while 
to investigate Shokerwick in Somersetshire (Collin- 
son, i. 111-12), which in the Close Rolls 18 John is 
spelled Shokerwic, and in a Parliamentary Roll of 
1433 Shoteswick. I have not been able to find 
any pre-Conquest forms, 1 but for what it may be 
worth the following list of the various spellings of 
this place-name at early dates is given. For the 
purposes of this list the whole of the Reports of the 
Deputy Keeper of the Public Record Office dealing 
with the Patent Rolls as calendared in the Stationery 
Office Catalogue, 1912, pp. 71-2, have been searched, 
and the spellings there found are marked " P " ; 
authorities for the other spellings are quoted in the 
footnotes.

Sotowiche. 2 1154-89. Schetewyk. 4 
1093. Sotewica. 3 c. 1184. Soctewic.5

1 The following works have been consulted : Diplomatctmim 
Anglicum sEi'i Suxonici, by Benjam. Thorpe, London, 1865 ; Codex 
DiploHiaticus jEvi Saxonici, by John M. Kemble, London, 1839; 
Facsimiles of ancient Charters in the British Museinn, London, 1878. 
Cartularium Sa.ronicu»i, by Walter de Gray Birch, F.S.A., London, 
1885, does not appear to possess an index of places, or if any was 
published I have not access to it.

2 Domesday Book.
3 Foundation Charter of St. Werburgh's, Monasticon.
* This spelling occurs with reference to " Rowheschetewk" (Rough 

Shotwick, the next township) in a charter, temp. Hen. II., of William 
Malbank, third baron of Nantwich, cf. App. II. Mr. R. Stewart- 
Brown's paper on " The Royal Manor of Shotwick," Trans. Hist. Soc. 
Lanes, and Cites., Ixiv.

6 Confirmation of Pope Clement, Monasticon.
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WOODBANK, TOWNSHIP

PART OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SHOTWIC 

From the Tithe Map, 1843



)TWICK

2. SEAFIELD.

3. 4. BANKS.

7. GREAT MEADOW.

8. HOUSE AND CROFT (REV. 

JAMES COTTINGHAM).

9. HUGHES ORCHARD.

10. LITTLE MEADOW.

11. MOAT NURSERY. 

13. RYE CROFT.

49. CINDERS.

50. COPPICE.

52. THOMAS MADDOCK, HOUSE, 

BUILDINGS, GARDEN.

53. WM. NEWNS, COTTAGE AND 

GARDEN.

54. THOMAS THOMAS, COTTAGE 
AND GARDEN.

55. KILN GARDEN.
56. WEBSTER'S CROFT.
58. GEORGE TRUEMAN, COTTAGE 

AND GARDEN.
59. REV. JAS. COTTINGHAM, BUILD 

INGS AND CROFT.
60. JOHN ELLIS, HOUSE, SHOP, AND

GARDEN.

61. EDWARD DAVIES, COTTAGE AND 

GARDEN.

62. EDWARD JONES, COTTAGE AND

GARDEN.

64. CHURCHYARD CROFT. 
66, 67. BUTTS.
68. BROOK LOONS.
69. MARY DAVIES, COTTAGE AND 

GARDEN.

70. PUBLIC HOUSE [&C.].

71. GARDEN.

72. CROFT BACK OF HOUSE, SAML. 

ROBERTS, ALSO FARMER.

73. ORCHARD.

74. STACKYARD.

75- PICHD. DAVIES, HOUSE, BUILD 

INGS, GARDEN.

76. MARGT. JONES, HOUSE, BUILD 

INGS, GARDEN.

78. ORCHARD.

82. PINFOLD GARDEN.

83. THE BOG.

84. THE CLIFFS. 

IOI. ARGUE LOONS.



1239-4°- Schetowyc. 1 
1245 & 1262. Shotwik. P. 
1263. Schotwik. P.
1279. Schotewyk. 2
1280. Shetewyk. 3

1302. Shotewyk.4 
1312. Shotewyk.5 
1317. Shotwyk. 6 
1332. Shotewyk. P. 
1 333-34- Schetewyk.7 
1338. Shotewyk.
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1352. Shotewyk.8
1378 & 1382. Shotwyk. P.
1384 (his] & 1385. Shotewyk. P.
1394. Shotewyk. P.
1413. Shotewyk. P.
1423. Schorwyke. P,
1437. Shotewyke,

Shitwyke. 
1442. Shotewik. 0
1500. Shotewyk.10
1501. Shotewike.11 
1631. Shotwick. 12

Shotwyke

FIELD NAMES.

The field names we obtain from the Tithe Map. 
This document commences 

" Apportionment of Rent Charge in lieu of Tithes in the 
Township of Shotwick, in the parish of Shotwick, 18 Mar. 1843 :

Arable Land . 
Meadow & pasture . 
Woodland 
Open Marsh . 
Homestead roads & wastes 
Church Yard .

R. P.
162 o o 
338 3 35

18
35

6
0

o
o
2

I

0

o

33
3°

18Total of the Township . . 561

The Commissioner finds the " Moduses or prescription or cus 
tomary payments " in lieu of tithes are : for every Cheshire acre

1 Ormerod.
2 Leger Book of St. Werburgh, Harl. MS. 1965, 39 Col. 3 (Ormcrod's 

A Memoir on the Chcsliire Domesday Roll).
3 Rentals ami Surveys, P.R.O., Portfolio 6, No. 33.
4 Chester Plea Rolls, 30 Edw. I. No. 15, m. 2. 
6 Cal. Charter Rolls, P.R.O.
6 Welsh Records, App. 36, Report of the Deputy Keeper, I'.R.O., 

1875, p. 432-
1 Deed N.D., but 1333-4. 
8 Chester Plea Roll, 25 Edw. III. 
' Ib. 147, 20 Hen. VI. m. 2.
10 Harl. MS. 2115, f°- '9'b, being part of copies of pleadings quo 

 warranto, 15 Hen. VII.
11 Chancery Inq. p.m., 16 Hen. VII., No. 4.
12 Parish Register.
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mown, is. 4</.; for every cow and calf, i\d.; for every barren 
cow, id.; for every colt, 6d.; and one penny called Hen penny 
in lieu of the tithe of eggs, id.; and for every garden, id.

The Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral of Chester are appro- 
priators, and the Rent charge is £61, 35. %d. instead of all tithes.

We have the usual Townfields, Butts, Banks, 
Marled Fields, Little Crofts, Big Crofts, &c. Of 
possessive names, several: Holland's Crofts, Joseph's 
Croft, Hughe's Orchard, Spark's croft, Aumon's 
Back, Webster's croft, Lloyd's garden, Fisher's 
hay [hey], Back of Inglefield's, Moon's mere, 
Tudor's croft, Mason's yard, Piece by Plum's 
Houses, Fisher's hay. The following are other 
names in the township: Daisy Field, Rail Field, 
Bottom Lily Wood, Top Lily Wood, Queen's Hay, 
Fredish Hay, Cinders, Woe Hill Plantation, Prim 
rose Hill, Brook Loons, Sun burnt field, Mill post 
hay, Two mills field, Millfield, Little Millfield.

The names of the fields more immediately sur 
rounding the village will be found on the accompany 
ing map. With the exception of the rectory, John 
Nevitt-Bennett is returned as sole landowner in the 
township.

In conclusion, the writer wishes to express his 
grateful thanks to those who have assisted him in 
preparing these notes, namely, the Rev. F. R. 
Wansbrough, M.A., B.D., who kindly placed the 
Registers and Churchwardens' Accounts at his dis 
posal ; to Messrs. J. H. E. Bennett, J. P. Rylands, 
F.S.A. ; R. Stewart-Brown, M.A., F.S.A.; E. B. 
Kirby; C. J. Jackson, F.S.A.; Dr. J. C. Bridge, 
F.S.A.; R. Gladstone, Jr., B.C.L., M.A., and "E. 
Axon; also to Messrs. James A. Waite and A. 
Wolfgang for the photographs from which the 
illustrations are reproduced.
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DOE FAMILY.

Since the foregoing notes were written the 
author's attention has been called to the fact that 
in Edmondson's Heraldry, vol. ii., Appendix, there 
are notes of arms granted 1770-1780, many, how 
ever, being of earlier date. Among these is the 
coat of Doe of Saughall in Lancashire (sic for 
Cheshire), 1/49, viz.: Argent, a chevron between 
three coulters Sable, the crest being a garb Or 
with a coulter within the band in bend sinister 
Sable. Burke's Armory attributes similar arms 
and crest to this family, and makes the same mis 
take as to the county. Enquiry at the College of 
Arms shows the above arms and crest were granted 
by John Anstis, Doctor of Laws, Garter, and John 
Cheale, esquire, Norroy, to Thomas TX-«p of Saugh 
all, in the County Palatine of 
Chester, esquire, and to the 
descendants of his grandfather 
Thomas Doe, late of Saughall, 
deceased. The date of the 
grant is 29 September, 23 Geo. 
II, 1749, so that the grantee 
must be the Thomas Doe buried 
at Shotwick in 1753 ; x refer 
ence to the pedigree will show 
that his grandfather's name was 
Thomas, as stated in the grant.

The official blazon is : 
"Argent a chevron between three 

colters (sic) Sable and for the Crest  
on a wreath of the colours, a garb Or, 
differenced by a like colter." The 
motto registered is " Virtutis proemium fclicitas." (Grants, 
vol. ix. pp. 343 -4.)

1 See p. 105.
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The coulters are depicted in the margin of the grant 
point downwards and are not very well drawn ; the 
coulter through the band in the garb is in bend 
sinister, also point downwards, and the band is sable.

No pedigree was recorded.
The Does of Ludlow, co. Salop, bore a canting 

coat, so that in the above arms the Heralds broke 
fresh ground, and the allusion may have been to 
the occupation of the grantee.


