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TRANSACTIONS

NOTES ON SHOTWICK.

By F. C. Bcazley, F.S.A.

Read I2th March 1914.

THE parish of Shotwick, in the hundred of 
Wirral and county of Chester, iormerly 

comprised the five townships of Shotwick, Rough 
Shotwick or Woodbank, Great and Little Saughall, 
and Capenhurst; Shotwick Park, physically within 
the limits, is extra-parochial. It is not the purpose 
of the author, however, to deal with the entire 
parish, much less to write its history, but merely 
to set forth certain notes on the village and its 
immediate surroundings, taken from time to time 
on various visits, exemplifying them by abstracts 
of original documents obtained at Chester and else 
where.

From Chester, Liverpool, or Birkenhead, Shot 
wick may be reached either from Burton Point, 
passing through the villages of Burton and Pud- 
dington, or from Capenhurst, there being little to 
choose between the two routes in point either of dis 
tance or interest; but as the two former townships 
have already been described,1 we will approach the 
village from Capenhurst, our walk thus extending 
through the length of the ancient parish.

CAPENHURST.

Turning sharply to the west from the station, 
over the railway bridge, the country road leads

1 Notes on the Parish of Burton, 1908.
A
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through a leafy, green tunnel formed by the over 
hanging boughs of the trees, giving a cool shade 
very welcome to the pedestrian in the summer 
time, as far as the village of Capenhurst; here, 
on the left, is a small but well-built church, with a 
massive tower, terminating in a spire on an effec 
tive open-timbered base. The church, dedicated 
to the Holy Trinity, was founded by the Rev. 
Richard Richardson, and, though modern, having 
been erected in 1858, is in good taste and contains 
excellent glass, all of the windows being filled 
excepting one at the north-east end of the nave 
and two on the north and south sides of the tower, 
which are plain. The east window has representa 
tions of the Saints, with their emblems.

An inscription over the south door, inside the 
church, reads : 

To the honour of God the holy blessed and glorious | Trinity, 
this Church was built and endowed by the | REVEREND RICHARD 
RICHARDSON OF CAPENHURST HALL, M.A. | Born A.D. 1811, 
Died A.D. 1885.

Another over the belfry door is as follows: 

To the glory of God and in memory | of the Revd. Richard 
Richardson the founder of this church | erected by his family, 
A.D. 1889.

There are various other inscriptions to this family 
in the church and churchyard, notably at the east 
end of the latter, on an enormous slab of granite, 
with a recumbent cross.

Leaving the church, one passes through the vil 
lage, which is neat and well kept, so that Ormerod, 
who rejoices in showering opprobrious epithets on 
most places in the hundred, was unable to find any 
fault with it. On the right, beyond the school, is a 
farmhouse apparently of some age, but it has been 
modernly pebbledashed, and the house-plate, if it 
ever possessed one, has disappeared.
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A little beyond the old house, on the other side 
of the road, is the pound, built of solid blocks of 
reel sandstone, with its wooden gate still hanging, 
but now untenanted save by brambles. While this 
particular edifice may not be of very great age, 
there is no more ancient institution in the country 
than the village pound. It is far older than the 
King's Bench, and probably older than the king 
dom. 1 Sir L. Gomme has pointed out in his Index 
to Municipal Offices that the appellations of many 
municipal officers in our towns carry us back to 
their remote origin as agricultural or manorial com- 
munities. The Keeper of the Green-yard is still 
an officer of the Corporation of London, and the 
Greenyard in Whitecross Street represents the 
pound of the ancient township. The pound-keeper 
is an officer met with in many of our present 
boroughs; there is a Keeper of the Pinfold at 
Alnwick, and a Pindar is found in nine other 
boroughs. In many instances the duties attach 
ing to this office have been merged into those of 
another, and the significance of the older office and 
appellation has been lost. 2

The Pound, Pinfold, or Penfold 3 was an en 
closure in which cattle or other animals were 
retained until redeemed by the owners, or when 
taken in distraint until replevied, such retention 
being in the nature of a pledge or security to com 
pel satisfaction for debt or damage done. A pound 
belongs to the township, or village, or manor where 
it is situated. The pound-keeper was obliged to 
receive everything offered to his custody, but was 
not answerable for illegal impounding. The statute 
of 1554 provided that cattle might not be driven

1 Lectures on the Early History of Institutions, by Sir Henry 
Maine, p. 262, London, 1885.

2 The Manor and Manorial Records, by Nathaniel J. Hone, Lon 
don : Methuen, N.D., p. 75.

3 " I mean the pound -a pinfold." Two Gentlemen of Verona.
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out of the hundred where taken unless to a pound 
in the same county, within three miles of the place 
of seizure. The practice of Distress of taking 
nams, a word preserved in the once famous law 
term imthcrnani is attested by records consider 
ably older than the Conquest. There is reason to 
believe that anciently it was resorted to in many 
more cases than our oldest common-law authorities 
recognise ; but about the reign of Henry III., when 
it was confined to certain specific claims and wrongs, 
the course of the proceeding was as follows : 

The person assuming himself to be aggrieved seized the goods 
(which anciently were almost always cattle) of the person whom 
he believed to have injured him. He drove the beasts to a 
pound, an enclosed piece of land reserved for the purpose, and 
generally open to the sky. While the cattle were on their way 
to the pound the owner had a limited right of rescue which the 
law recognised, but which he ran great risk in exercising. Once 
lodged within the enclosure, the impounded beasts, when the 
pound was uncovered, had to be fed by the owner and not by 
the distrainor. The owner of the cattle might discharge the 
demand, tender security, or remain obstinate, but if he denied 
the distrainor's right to distrain or the latter refused to release 
the cattle on security being tendered, the cattle owner (at least 
at the time of which we are speaking) might either apply to the 
King's Chancery for a writ commanding the Sheriff to " make 
replevin," or he might verbally complain himself to the Sheriff, 
who would then proceed at once to "replevy." 1

In'the time of Henry VIII. such matters seem 
to have come under the cognisance of the dreaded 
Star Chamber. For example, in vol. xii. fo. 205, 
of its Proceedings, at the Public Record Office, is a 
lengthy set of interrogatories and depositions "one 
the pte and behalffe of the tenne'ts of Edwarde 
Earle of Darby of his lordshippe of Bosseley within 
the countie of Chester agaynste the tents of the 
lordshippe of Sutton and Wynkyle." It is too long 
to quote here, but is both quaint and interesting.

1 Lectures on the Early History of Institutions, by Sir Henry Maine, 
p. 262. London : John Murray, 1885.
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Leaving the highroad about a mile farther on, a 
fieldpath quickly brings us to the Chester road, 
and, turning to the right, with a wary eye for the 
dust of the inevitable motor-car, we reach the 
Yacht Inn at the border of Woodbank township. 
Why the inn is so called does not appear. One 
would have expected to find some notice of this 
sign, if only on account of the more celebrated inn 
of the same name in Chester, standing at the corner 
of Nicholas Street and Watergate Street. The 
more celebrated namesake was once the principal 
hostelry in the city, and it was upon one of its 
window panes that Dean Swift scratched his scurri 
lous verses on the Chester clergy. 1 Larwood and 
Hotten, the historians of sign-boards, do not en 
lighten us however, and we must perforce content 
ourselves with a vague tradition that it was so 
named in honour of the smugglers who thithero *j

resorted. Those to whom picturesque tradition 
and romance, rather than dry archaeology, appeal, 
are referred to Mrs. Banks' work 2 woven about 
Shotwick : a novel wherein smugglers, a ghost, a 
stern parent, and the other characters proper to 
melodrama, strut their little parts to good effect.

Outside the inn the old mounting-block is still 
in situ, reminding us of the days when riding was 
a good deal more common than it is now, and when 
blocks, both stationary and moveable, were conse 
quently in constant use. As the railways drove the 
coaches from the road, so the coaches superseded 
travelling on horseback, at least for long distances 
on main roads ; but for shorter distances, or where 
coaches were not available, our ancestors continued 
to ride ; and if their journeyings, to modern ideas, 
were rather slow, it is not certain that they were 
not gainers in the end by using the healthiest of all

1 Legends of the Dee, by G- H. Longrigg. 1901.
2 God's Providence House, by Mrs. G. Linnreus Banks.
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exercises. In 1672 Cressett, a writer of the period, 
complains that

Stage-coaches . . . effeminate his Majesty's subjects, who 
having used themselves to travel in them, have neither attained 
skill themselves nor bred up their children to good horsemanship, 
whereby they are rendered incapable of serving their country on 
horseback . . . [and are] not able to endure frost, snow, or rain, 
or to lodge in the fields. 1

One can faintly picture Cressett's indignation had 
he lived to see the modern luxurious motor-car.

In " merry England " the horse was indispensable. 
Judges of assize and the learned members of the 
bar, with their clerks, rode the circuit; churchmen, 
like Chaucer's abbot, gentle dames and fair damsels, 
even the Court itself, travelled on horseback ; in one 
year King John changed his residence one hundred 
and fifty times, his Court constantly travelling from 
thirty-five to forty miles a day. I n 1566 a messenger 
announcing the birth of a prince, afterwards James I., 
covered the distance from Edinburgh to London in 
four days; but from thirty to fifty miles a day was 
a usual day's journey for the ordinary traveller, just 
as it is in the North Island of New Zealand to-day, 
or at least was twenty-four years ago. Thoresby, 
the Yorkshire antiquary, gives in his Diary an 
account of his journey to London in 1708-9 ; on the 
first day he covered forty-one miles; the next day 
he " found the ways very bad," and made only 
thirty-eight; on the third day, owing to snow having 
fallen, he reached Stamford, a distance of only 
twenty-two miles, and here he notices a number of 
" horsing stones, each of three steps," placed on the 
roadside by some local philanthropist; he finally 
reached London on the 5th of January 1709, having 
left Leeds 27th December 1708.

1 A History of Inland Transport, by Edwin A. Pratt, 1912,
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APPROACH TO SHOTWICK.

Reluctantly dismissing visions of a handy and 
well-bred horse conjured up by the horse-block, we 
resume our humble pilgrimage on foot, and, turning 
westwards shortly after passing the inn, are in Shot- 
wick lane. Passing three fields on the right, and 
just before reaching " Plumhouses," a disused and 
grassy road leads down to Shotwick brook and the 
dam of an old water-mill now pulled down. The 
dam is a large one, and the mill-pond must have 
covered a considerable area; of its history, how 
ever, if it has any, nothing has been discovered.   

Retracing our steps to the lane, we find it runs 
at first along the higher ground whence, between 
the trees, the panorama of the Welsh mountains on 
the farther side of the Dee is spread ; but soon it 
begins to dip on the left is a high bank, on the 
right a sylvan glade through which flows Shotwick 
brook on its way to the made lands and the river. 
Here the primrose still stars the banks, here are 
the cowslip, celandine, milkmaid, speedwell, and 
other humble country flowers more beautiful to the 
true lover of the country than the rarest exotics ; 
the greed of man has not yet roughly torn the 
jewels from the bosom of mother earth to pawn 
them for a few pence in a suburb; here too is the 
music of the countryside, the murmur of the brook, 
the soft cooing of the pigeon, the drone of the bee ; 
here is real country and true enjoyment, so at least 
thinks a squirrel who darts across the dusty road 
and disappears in a coppice. Crossing the Queens- 
ferry road by a bridge over the brook, the lane 
mounts a bank between which and the stream are 
two long fields of irregular shape reaching almost 
to the village, and called in the tithe map "the 
Cliffs." They are still known by that name, and as
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there do not appear to be any other fields in the 
parish with the same or any similar name, we may, 
from their situation as well as from the mention of 
water-courses, conjecture that they are the "two 
closes between Shottwicke and Woodbanke called 
the Clefts \_see map, p. 119], late in occupation of 
Thomas Pitchford lately deceased," which, with 
"all ways, waters, and water-courses appertaining," 
John Massey of Shottwicke, yeoman, in his will, 
dated 4th October 1706, left to his wife Margaret, 
with remainder to his son Richard. The next field 
on the same side, abutting on the road and next to 
the most easterly house in the village, is called the 
" Pinfold " (see map, p. 119). Mr. Taylor, the parish 
clerk, a native of Shotwick, has no recollection of 
any vestige of an edifice there; so perhaps in 
ancient times the field, which is not very large, was 
used as a whole for the purposes of an open pound.

THE VILLAGE INN.

The village, with the exception of the hall, 
church, and vicarage, consists only of a few farm 
houses and cottages and an inn, but it may possibly 
have been somewhat larger at one time. 1 The inn 
shows the sign of a black greyhound. The fond 
ness of Englishmen for clogs and the chase is pro 
verbial ; hence dogs of various kinds and hues are 
very common inn signs, whether adopted directly 
through sporting instincts or indirectly from the 
arms of some local magnate ; the Setter, Pointer, 
Beagle, Harrier, Talbot, and Greyhound are accord 
ingly frequently met with. The Black Dog is a

1 In 1663 twenty-one householders were assessed to the Hearth 
Tax for a total of twenty-six hearths, the figures for Woodbank being 
seven and ten respectively. In 1811 there were seventeen families 
inhabiting a like number of houses in Shotwick, the figures for Wood- 
bank showing nine and nine. In 1817 'J'hc Clerical Guide gives the 
population as 95 ; in 1829 as 693 ; and in 1836 as 713.
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very favourite sign ; the Blue Dog is less common ; 
and there is even a Mad Dog, mounted presumably 
as the host's beau iddal of a "jolly fellow," one 
having a great hatred for water. The Black Grey 
hound appears to rank in popularity with the Black 
Dog. In the Roxburghe collection a young gallant 
is introduced in the ballad " A Merry Man's Resolu 
tion ; or, his Last Farewell to his Former Acquaint 
ance," who thus delivers himself: 

Farewell unto the Greyhound,
And farewell to the Bell, 

And farewell to my landlady,
Whom I do love so well.

D'Artagnan at the sign of the Nanny Goat!
We do not know how old the inn may be, but 

amongst "the names of all p'sons which keps ale 
houses within this Hundred of Weroll, beynge 
bunden be obligac' the xxviii daie of June iij Eliz." 
[1561] occurs the name of "John Helyn de Shot- 
wek " ; if, however, it is only as old as the seven 
teenth century, it must have witnessed some strange 
scenes. In 1674 Randle Mosse, or Mosie, of Pren- 
ton, and Martha, his wife, were presented in the 
Bishop's Court " as suspected to be unlawfully 
married." Randle appeared and confessed " that 
he living in Whitchurch p'ish and the said Martha 
in Prescott p'ish without being published in eithr of 
these two churches, and without licence [&c.] were 
marryed by M r Heath, curate of Shotwicke in John 
Richard's house (an alehouse), in Shotwicke, about 
a moneth or 5 weekes before Christmas 1673, ac 
siibmisit se" [&c.]. In 1677 John Robinson of 
Bebington appeared in the same court and confessed 
that he and Isabella Mainwaring of Eastham " were 
marryed by M r Heath in an alehouse in Shotwicke 
and gave him 7 s, John Heys of the church stile . . . 
and others being present." Mr. Heath seems to
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have performed several irregular marriages, and on 
one occasion even the schoolmaster officiated.

DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH.

A few yards beyond the inn, and at the end of 
the village street, stands the church, dedicated to 
Saint Michael. Dedications to this saint are fairly 
numerous and generally ancient, though it must 
not be forgotten that dedications were sometimes 
changed upon reconsecration after some crime 
within the church or any large rebuilding of the 
fabric. We have no reason, however, to suppose 
the dedication has been changed here. In the old 
archdeaconry of Chester dedications to Saint Michael 
of ancient parish churches occur at Chester, Bad- 
diley, Middiewich, and Mottram-in-Longclenclale; 
and of subordinate churches and chapelries at Cop- 
penhall, Marbury, and perhaps Hargrave in Tarvin. 
Mr. Brownbill gives several instances of churches 
and chapels dedicated to this saint being placed on 
city walls and in castles in order, no doubt, that the 
defenders might enjoy the protection of so powerful 
a saint as well as of the fortifications ; and he con 
jectures that the dedication of Shotwick may have 
had a similar origin. 1 Nor upon a close examination 
of the ground does the contention appear to be 
without good foundation.

The church undoubtedly does stand in a position 
which in former times must have been of some 
strength; for to the west was the estuary, to the 
north the moated and doubtless fortified ancient 
hall, long since gone ; and to the south a tidal creek, 
all within arrow flight; while the village street 
might be raked from the tower. 2 Nor was such a

1 " Ancient Church Dedications," by J. Brownbill, M.A., in Trans. 
Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., liv. 19.

2 The church tower was, from early times, the fortress, watch tower, 
and beacon of the community (cf. Church and Manor, by Sidney 
Oldall Addy, M.A. London ; George Alien & Co., Limited, 1913).
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position unnecessary, since the Welsh, as we know, 
were constantly making raids ; and if the Abbot of 
St. Werburgh found it necessary to fortify his 
grange at Irby farther north and in a much less 
assailable position, it is not to be supposed that Shot- 
wick was immune from attack. At some elate prior, 
at least, to the year 1661, the inhabitants of Shotwickc

Milt.

PART of Huddart's "The Coasting Pilot for 
Great Britain and Ireland, 1794."

had reason to invoke the protection of their patron 
saint, for an entry in the Parish Register, made ap 
parently in that year, states that the " churchewalles " 
[are] "out of Repare being brocken downe by the 
Late Kinge's party in barracadinge up the church 
doures desiringe a time to be giuen for ye Repare." 

Taking, then, in their order the natural defences 
which Shotwick enjoyed, viz. the estuary, the creek,
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and the former hall, we have first to consider the 
estuary of the Dee. The church stands on a slight 
elevation to the north of a cobble-paved lane, which, 
forming a continuation of the village street, bends 
southwards, and, declining to the level of the former 
sea shore, crosses the brook by a small bridge. 
The lane must formerly have led the traveller to 
the " road to Flint," over the sands and channels of 
the Dee, shown in Huddart's map of 1794, and in 
Laurie and Whittle's of the same date. This road 
appears to have been the usual passage for travellers 
from West Lancashire and Wirral into Wales from 
early times ; it may have been used by Henry III. 
in 1245 when he led a great army into Wales, and 
probably was so by Edward I. in I278. 1 In Nicholas 
Blunclell's Diary, edited by the late Father Gibson, 
there are the following entries : 

[June 26, 1707] 2 My wife, Mr. Plumb, and I came from Holy- 
well over Shottwigg Ford, it was very deep, thence we came to ye 
Woodside where we got over.

[July 8,1721] 3 My wife and I began our journey towards Holy- 
well but no Ferry-Bote being on this Side I hiered the Sower- 
Milk Gallay. She carried us & our three Horses over at twice 
and Landed us at ye Wood-Side, thence we went to Shotwick ; 
at Holy-Well we Lodged at the Starr.

[July 9] My wife and I went into ye Well. I was much out 
of Order after I came out and Continewed so for some Hours. 
I went with my wife to Mrs. Crews.

[July 10] We came from Holliwell to Flit [Flint], thence to 
Shotwick where I Rode over without a guide & came baek agin 
with one to fetch my wife over, then to Eastom where I left my 
servant and horses. My wife and I went over in the Sower-Milk 
Galley and landed about eleaven of ye clock at Night at Leverp: 
[Liverpool] ; we lodged at the Wool-Pack.

While the church is now far inland, there can be 
no doubt that it, as well as the castle to the south, 
stood until comparatively recent times close to the

1 Cf. " The Royal Manor and Park of Shotwick," by R. Stewart- 
Brown, M.A., F.S.A., in Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ckes., Ixiv. 
90-2. * P. 51. 3 P. 178.
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sea. A careful inspection of the ground shows that 
only one field away there are low banks still exist 
ing to the west of the church, which must formerly 
have marked the bounds of the estuary, and this

PART of Collins' " New and Exact Survey of ihe River 
Dee or Chester-water 1689."

conclusion is confirmed not only by old maps, por 
tions of some of which are here reproduced,1 but by

1 Other maps consulted were: Grenville Collins, 1681-8 (<i); 
Mackay, 1732; C. Price (1770?); P. P. Burdell, 1771, corrected to 
1778 (6) this does not show any farther south than I'arkgate ; Laurie 
and Whittle, 1794 (c); Steel, 1800 (d) (in this last the creek or 
brook at Shotwick is the only one shown). Three of the maps  
Collins (1689), Price, and Grenville Collins incorrectly show the 
brook to the north of the church. Mackay's map shows "Mr. 
Doe's" about a mile and a quarter to the north of Blacon Point.2 
The following are the Admiralty references to the maps marked a 
to d: (a) B 892, Shelf ol* ; (b) A 49; (f) 682 Shelf Dg ; (d) B *?,*, 
Shelf D.C.

a C/. page 99.
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the recollections of a parishioner, recently deceased, 
aged 70, who remembered the sea coming up to 
the banks, and boats riding where there, are now 
green fields. If further evidence is needed it may 
be found in the field names ; the field immediately 
to the north of the narrow lane leading from the 
former sea shore to the vicarage is called in the 
tithe map " Seafield," while the next two fields to 
the north are called "Banks." 1

That the coast line in the adjacent township of 
Rough Shotwick has been similarly changed, we 
have documentary evidence. 2 Finally, in an ex 
cellent and comparatively modern map published by 
A. Bryant, 27 Great Ormond Street, London, from 
an actual survey by him in 1829, 1830, and 1831, 
the coast line of both townships is shown as above 
stated, and is lettered " Ancient channel of the 
River Dee."

1 See map, p. 119.
2 Star Chamber Proceedings, Edward VI., 3/30 [1547-53].
The complaint of Rollande Stanley, Esquire, against Thomas 

Taylior, Henry Taylior, Hugh Foxe, Henry Hesketh, Thomas Bleyse, 
Thomas Heylyn, Richard Obye, Thomas Robynson and Henry 
Gregorye, all of Shotwicke, Co. Chester, husbandmen (undated).

The complainant is seised of three "meases" and 200 acres of 
land and pasture etc. in Roughe Shotwicke, and of all the fishings 
within and upon the river and water of Dee, which floweth and 
ebbeth from and unto the main sea unto and from the City of 
Chester, and is adjoining and abutting to the said lands and tene 
ments, and also all other lands and tenements in the said town of 
Rough Shotwicke in the said County of Chester.

Nevertheless the defendants, with other persons to the number of 
thirty, on the 8 Ul day of Maye last past, upon a parcel of the ground 
of the said complainant and upon the sands of the said fishing in the 
said County of Chester, riotously with clubs, staves etc., did make a 
dreadful affray and assault upon one Thomas Glaseor and Richard 
Towers, servants of the Complainant, in God's peace and the King's 
then and there fishing and overseeing the said fishings as servants 
unto the complainant, and them had slain and murdered, saving 
that, as God " wolde " it, the said water of the Dee suddenly chanced 
to flow in such swift manner that it put away the said rioters, and so 
defended and preserved the said servants.

Me prays writs of Subpena, commanding the said Offenders to 
appear in the Court of Star Chamber hereunto to make answer, 
etc. etc.
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The sea took its toll of the inhabitants of the 
district. On i4th March 1498-9 an inquest 1 was 
held at Churche Shotwik before Thomas Hogh, 
coroner for Wirral, on the bodies of William and 
Robert Hancok, accidentally drowned. The two 
Hancoks came to Dee Water in a " cok boote" 
laden with mussels at Caldey Skere, 2 which they 
were going to sell at Chester, but they were driven 
ashore at Shotwik by the wind, and the boat was 
wrecked upon a certain "flodegate." 3

In 1517-18 an inquest was held at Shotwike on 
Thomas Johnson, who was drowned at Wodebank 
while coming from a fishery in the sea there.4 In 
1526 an inquest was held there before John Glayve, 
coroner of WT yreall, on the body of John Lydegate, 
of Gayton, heyrdeman, drowned at Church Shotwik 
by mischance in Dee water, Thursday before St. 
Martin. 5

We next have to consider the miniature bay and 
creek which must formerly have existed on the south 
side of the church. The portion of the Admiralty 
chart of 1813 here reproduced 6 leaves little doubt 
on the subject. This document is not a map in the 
common parlance, but a chart or map of the sea; 
and accordingly in all the rest of the hundred it 
ignores mere streams except by a single line of a 
quarter of an inch to show the point at which they

1 Chester Plea Rolls, 199, m. 37.
2 Skeer, in the Cumberland dialect, is a place where co;kles are 

gathered. Halliwell's Diet., ii. 747.
3 A secondary meaning of "gate" is an obstruction, and we may 

suppose the little vessel was driven by a March gale on to a fish 
weir or floodyard. Cf. " The Royal Manor and Park of Shotwick," 
by Ronald Stewart-Brown, M.A., F.S.A., in Trans. Hist. See. Lanes, 
and Ches., vol. Ixiv. p. 97.

* Chester Plea Rolls, 219 (9 Hen. VIII.), m. 9.
6 Ibid., 228 (18 Hen. VIII.), m. 16.
6 Part of " A Survey of the Harbour of Liverpool made by order of 

The Right Honble the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty at the 
request of the Trustees of the Liverpool Docks. Ky George Thomas, 
Master R.N. 1813." [Published officially 1815.]
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fall into the sea, while Shotwick, Bromborough, and 
Wallasey pools or creeks, on the contrary, are dig 
nified by lines showing the banks on either side. It 
will be noted the north bank of the little bay is 
curved, while the south bank is a right angle, and 
an examination of the spot will convince any one of 
the accuracy of the chart. How far the creek was 
tidal, one is unable to say ; the Ordnance mark on

the parapet of the Queens- 
ferry road bridge is " B.M. 
53.8," and this is a consi 
derable height   roughly 1 1 
feet   above the stream, 
while that on the smaller 
bridge on the former shore 
is " B.M. 20.9," so that in 
all the distance between 
them the ground rises but 
little. Thus it does not 
seem unreasonable to con 
clude that in former times 
Shotwick was a miniature 
port with a narrow creek, 
perhaps tidal, suitable for 
very small craft.

Lastly, the ancient hall 
would form a defence to

west. Not a stone of this now remains ; it stood 
in front of the present hall, itself sufficiently vener 
able, a field away, and its site is marked by a coppice 
known as the Moat Plantation. 1 This coppice is 
about fifty paces square, and the moat surrounding 
it is plainly visible ; a small spring near by may 
anciently have supplied the moat with water.

In seeking, however, the reason of the dedication 
we have wandered too far from our patron saint.

1 See map, p. 119.
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St. Michael was prince of the armies which stood 
round about the Jewish people, as he is now the 
chief guardian of the Holy Catholic Church. In art 
St. Michael is usually represented as a youth with 
wings and golden hair girt with a circlet, from 
which a cross rises above his brow. He is gener 
ally fully armed, and bears a lance and a shield 
charged with a cross. He is also sometimes repre 
sented with a pair of scales weighing souls. His 
feast day, the 2gth of September, has been com 
memorated from the fifth century. In an ancient 
sacramentary at Padua the feast is styled "the 
Dedication of the basilica of St. Michael on the 
Salarian Way," a road leading north-east from 
Rome. This basilica, according to Mgr. Duchesne, 
stood near the sixth milestone from Rome. On the 
8th of May is commemorated the apparition of St. 
Michael on Monte Gargano, near Manfredonia, in 
the year 492, a story of which Baronius remarks that 
many of the particulars are certainly apocryphal.

THE CHURCH.

The first question one is usually asked about an 
old church is "When was it built?" Such an 
inquiry, however, seldom admits of a reply; our 
ancient parish churches, as we now see them, did 
not spring up within the year as do those of modern 
times they have been built, added to, and par 
tially rebuilt from time to time, until often little of 
the original edifices is left, venerable, nevertheless, 
though they may be.

The record of Domesday leaves no room, how 
ever, to doubt that there was a church at " Soto- 
wiche," possessed by the secular canons of St. 
Werburgh, Chester, at the time of the Norman 
invasion, but when the original fabric was built will 
never, in all probability, be discovered.

B
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The canons were succeeded by Benedictine monks, 
and Shotwick was confirmed to them, in 1093, by 
the foundation charter of St. Werburgh's.1 In 
I23Q-40, 2 Abbot Walter gave the church of Sche- 
towyc, with its appurtenances, for the increment of 
the kitchen of the convent for six monks whom he 
added to the usual number, 3 and shortly after Wer- 
vin chapel was also appropriated for the increase of 
the staff of St. Werburgh's. On 3rd July 1317, 
Robert (or Roger?) 4 son of William de Sutton, Hugh 
son of William de Shotwyk, Henry son of William 
de    , Adam de Copeston, and Henry Chaplain 
of Copeston, entered into a recognisance for ^6, 
6s. 8d. for the altarage of the chapel of Shotwyk. 5

In the Chartulary of St. Wrerburgh (N.D.) we find 
a Roger, son of Roger de Copston, giving to the 
abbey 3 butts near the vill of " Shetowyc" in ex 
change for as much land in Shotwick, with free 
entry and exit through the middle of his garden to 
the kitchen grange with carts, the way to be 9 
feet wide.

Ormerod states that the entire fabric, with the 
exception of later alterations and the south doorway, 
appears to have been rebuilt in the fifteenth century, 
and remarks that the general architecture agrees 
with the era of Yerdsley, twentieth Abbot of St. 
Werburgh's [living 1419, died 1434], whose initials, 
T, A. (Thomas Abbas), are in one of the chancel 
windows. Unfortunately, however, as we shall see 
later, 6 the letters are T. C., not T. A., and the glass 
is probably early sixteenth-century work, so that if, 
as is probable enough, the initials are those of one

1 Ormerod, ii. 562.
' Ibid.
8 Chartulary of St. Werburgh, N.D.
4 Ormerod. The abstract in the writer's possession reads : " Roger 

de Gr... Robert son of William de Su...," &c.
5 Welsh Records, App., 36th Report of the Deputy-Keeper, P.R.O.,

1875, P-432 -
6 See p. 41.
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of the abbots, they must represent Thomas (erro 
neously called John by Ormerod) Clarke, last Abbot 
of St. Werburgh's. Elected in 1538, Clarke sur 
rendered the abbey 2Oth January 1540, and was 
rewarded by Henry VIII. with the deanery of the 
new cathedral church dedicated to Christ and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. He survived to enjoy the 
office but a short space, however, and died Sep 
tember-October 1541. 1 The late Mr. Joseph 
Mayer, F.S.A., fell into the same error regarding 
the initials, 2 and attributes the rebuilding to the 
same period.

In his paper on " Masons' Marks," 3 Mr. W. H. 
Rylands assigns those in the belfry lofts and on 
the tower staircase to the early part of the sixteenth 
century ; he is scarcely likely to be deceived on 
such a point. It will be seen that the late Mr. 
Edward Cox also assigns this date to the tower.4o

1 Record Sac. Lanes, and Ches., Ixiv. p. 103 ; Cheshire S/ieaf, 3 S., 
ii. p. 8 ; Chetham Sac., xxxiii. 125.

2 Historic Soc. Lanes, and Ches., vi. 78.
3 Ibid., xliii.-iv. 190, 196.
4 The late Mr. E. W. Cox, whose knowledge of such matters was 

unique, has given a general opinion on the existing churches of 
Wirral, including Shotwick ( Wirral Notes and Queries, I. [21] [23] 
1892), which it maybe useful to quote : 

" Two types of Norman churches are to be found : none of them 
are now entire, and the Norman work has to be separated from later 
additions. The first type consists of a nave and chancel without 
aisles. Such were the Norman churches of Wallasey, Bromborough, 
Shotwick, Ince, and Overchurch, of which only Overchurch had a 
tower. Towards the end of the thirteenth and during the fourteenth 
century, north aisles were added to the Norman churches, and the 
churches generally were remodelled. Shotwick was extended by a 
north aisle throughout its length, and by the elongation of the 
chancel. ... In the sixteenth century towers were added to Wal 
lasey, Bidston, and Backford, also to Shotwick, almost identical in 
design.' 1

" The church now consists of a south porch, nave, north aisle, at 
the east end of which is a chapel, chancel, and square embattled 
tower at the west end, four low pointed arches on octagonal pillars 
separate the nave from the north aisle, and two obtuse arches the 
chancel from the north chapel, which is now occupied by the organ 
and vestry. The font is plain octagon.

" The tower is ornamented with gargoyles, a word derived from
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Of course, owing to the action of the sea winds on 
our soft local red sandstone, the towers of Wirral 
churches have had to be refaced, as in the case of 
Woodchurch in 1675, and again so recently as 
1909 ; but this could scarcely occur in about a 
century at Shotwick, so that it is not likely the 
tower was rebuilt so early as the fifteenth century.

Shotwick was visited by John Owen, " Old Mor 
tality," probably about 1850. Owen was born at 
Bolton-le-Moors, 26th May 1815, and died at Stock- 
port 18th January 1902, having for more than half 
a century devoted his leisure time to the collection 
of historical and genealogical materials relating to 
Manchester and the locality. He compiled eighty 
volumes of manuscripts, all except one either in folio 
or quarto, most of them, indeed, being ordinary com 
mercial account books and ledgers. These are now 
in the Manchester Free Library. In MS. xx., 
215-17, Owen gives the following account of the 
church, and it will be observed that he also ascribes 
the tower to the fifteenth century : 

This church is in a very secluded situation, and is one that 
has not suffered from modern restoration; but on the other 
hand it is suffering from neglect, and I suppose it will remain 
so until it is past repair, when it will be pulled down and every 
thing that gives it an interest will be swept away. What a 
chance there is here for an active churchwarden to do his duty 
in attending to timely repairs and arresting the progress of 
decay which must be surely going on in its present neglected 
condition.

It consists of tower, nave, chancel, and north aisle, the latter 
being of equal length with nave and chancel. The two east 
windows seem to have been built about the same time, being

the French ' gargouille,' Latin ' gurgulio,' a water-spout. The full 
significance of the skill displayed by the old masons in the rare 
opportunity the gargoyle afforded them of representing the dragons, 
serpents, &c., in which their fancy revelled, is made apparent when 
we view the futile attempts of modern architects to introduce this 
feature into their churches, for modern gargoyles are generally any 
thing but happy appendages to the buildings to which they are 
attached."
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of three lights with the mullions intersecting each other in the 
head. The windows of both north and south side are of more 
modern date, evidently insertions. On the north side is a 
portion of the jamb and arch of a former window remaining 
in the masonry.

In the porch is a Norman doorway having on the face of the
recessed arch a four-leaved flower. On the super-arch is the
chevron encircled by the square billet. The pillars and arches

I dividing the aisle from the nave are very low; the former are
£ octagonal, and the mouldings of the capitals, I ascertained by
"  : examination (where some plaster had been knocked off), were
| Decorated. I ascended the tower. The leads were in a very

t> : bad state; there was no occasion for gargoyles to carry off the
"° rain. The bells are three in number. Two are inscribed
<j GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO, 1664 and 1621 ; the former have the
t/j initials WD. IB. C.W. The other, IESVS BE OVR SPEED >J« 1616.
k* The tower is Perpendicular, the belfry windows being of three
fa lights characteristic of Henry VI.'s reign [1422-1461]. The west
«" window is of the ordinary Perpendicular. The bells are rung
 ^ from the basement, and on the south wall are painted in black 
"D. letters the rules to be observed by the ringers and dated 1684.
g It is of the usual kind, ending with

i i
u " These laws are old, they are not new,
  The Clerk and Sexton must have their due."
OJ

*   There are only two tablets in the church, and there were only
i£ a few inscriptions on the floor. 1 The east end of the north aisle
£ is elevated two or three steps. Within one of the pews I found
S an old stone with inscription in capitals.2 I was told that the
£ person buried under the first [chancel] stone was killed, and
*-* that the two figures represented his spurs.
u The present roof covers both nave and aisle, but formerly it

fc appears to have been double; for the nave retains its own roof
"o timbers, which are of the simple hammer-beam [type]; the aisle
o. has the same, the arches dividing them. The wall above the
i| arches is only carried up to the springing of the roof timbers,
3 so that the inner slopes of the principals are entirely free of the

	roof; uprights or king posts resting on the wall just mentioned
	in some measure support the roof. 3

' Before proceeding further it may be well to see
i what original documents in the diocesan registry
;

1 Owen here gives the two extant monumental inscriptions within 
the chancel rails; see pp. 33, 315.

z Owen here notes the two Massey monumental inscriptions. 
3 Owen here gives a rough sketch.
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at Chester and the Chester Cathedral Treasurer's 
Accounts 1 have to tell us, though unfortunately 
none of them are of a sufficiently early date to 
throw any light even on the rebuilding of the 
tower. At the bishop's visitations various present 
ments were made referring to the fabric of the 
church; as early as 1562 the chancel was in need 
of repairs, 2 whether anything was done does not 
appear. Some thirty years later, at a date between 
December 1590 and March 1591, one Walshe was 
sent to " v[i]ew the chauncels of Shotwick and 
Bromborough" at a cost of \]s. iiij^., and shortly 
afterwards was paid " his byll for reparacions clone 
at the chappelles of Wirvin and Shotwicke xls. iijV." 3 
In 1602, 1618, and 1625 further repairs were ef 
fected.4 In 1634 the dean and chapter were again 
presented for not repairing the chancel,5 but there 
is no evidence that anything was done. The cathe 
dral treasurer's accounts, 1644 to 1664, are lacking, 
but in 1666 we learn from them that the windows 
received attention ; 6 notwithstanding this, the chan 
cel window stood in need of repairs only two years 
later, 7 while in 1670 the chancel itself was said to

1 For the extracts from the Treasurer's Accounts the author is 
greatly indebted to Dr. J. C. Bridge, F.S.A., of Chester. The dean 
and chapter of Chester being in the position of rector, took the 
great tithes and were responsible for repairs to the chancel.

3 "xxiij die Decemb. 1562 . . . cancella n5 repatur."
3 Cathedral Treasurer's Accounts.
4 The same accounts record the following : 
" July 1602. Payd to John Walsh for lyme and slates w'th carriage 

to Shotwyke to repayre ye chancell there with workmanshipp, vs."
" 1618. For mending Shotwick Chancel the slater for worke & 

stuffe, XJ.T. \\]d."
" 1625. Shotwick church, xYijs."
6 " Quarto die mens" Septembris Anno Dm' 1634 con' Decanu' et 

Capital' Eccl'ie Cathed' Xpi et beats Marias Virginis Cestr. for not 
repairing the Chancell."

" "June 12, 1666. Robert Morris for glassing Shotwick church, 
y."

7 " Nov. 23, 1668. Con' [blank] that the Chancell windowe is out 
of repaire."
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be " in great decay," 1 the dean and chapter being 
presented. Similar presentments were made in 
1675, 1676, 1680, 1682, and 1685, but the repairs 
effected in consequence appear to have been incon 
siderable. 2 In 1689-90 the chancel was plastered 
and whitened and more glazing done.u The church 
wardens' accounts begin only in 1717, and all we learn 
from them is that the church was flagged in 1721 at 
a cost of £i, \2,s. In 17/8 and 1789, in reply to the 
bishop's Articles of Enquiry, the church and chancel 
were reported by the incumbent to be in good repair.

The church was restored in 1871, a double roof 
 for nave and aisle separately being substituted 
for the old single-span roof described above.

On the lower string-course on the west side of 
the tower the letters I.H.S., con- ,,, 
siderably weathered, occur twice. On Jj/Q)ij 
the south side, beneath the belfry 
window, and separated by almost the entire width 
of the tower, are two sets of initials :

1 "April 30°, 1670. Con' Decanu' [&c.] for not rep'g the chancell. 
It is in great decay."

2 " 1670.  Paid the Slater for mending Shotwicke Chancell, 6s. 6d." 
" June 1670. For glazing Shotwick Chancel and audit chamber,

11.9. 6d." 
[The latter was a Cathedral building (information of Dr. J. C.

Bridge, F.S.A.).]
3 Cathedral Treasurer's Accounts : 
"Nov. 28, 1671. For mending Shotwick church, 2.r. 6ci."
" Mar. 1676. Pd. M r Wood for going to Shotwic to agree with the 

workmen, is. 6d."
" Sep. 8, 1676. Spent at Shotwic on Mr Fogg, Rich. George and 

myself in agreeing about ye repaire of ye chancell there, 6s., is."
"Given Richard George in earnest, 6d."
" Pd. for repaire of ye said chancel." [Torn away.]
" Given beverage, is."
[The entries above are bracketed.]
" Nov. 4, 1682. For repayring Shotwick church, per note, iSs. 6d."
"Nov. 25, 1682. To Jo. Dunbabin for hors hire to Shot: and the 

smith of Shotwic for 10 yron barres for the windowes of the sd. 
church, per note, 3.1. 4,d."
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whilst immediately under the highest string-course, 
beneath the battlements, on the same side and a 
little to the left side of the belfry window, is the 
inscription :

These inscriptions have long been a puzzle to 
antiquaries, and it is doubtful if their meaning will 
ever be discovered. Owing to the height at which 
it is placed, and the weathering of the stone, the 
last-named defies the telephoto camera, and the 
accompanying sketches are the results of several 
careful inspections by the aid of a powerful field- 
glass. With regard to the two sets of initials, there 
is no doubt they are R C or R G and M D, and the 
style of the lettering is not inconsistent with the 
fifteenth century, though they may possibly be much 
later, 1 and in default of some better explanation the 
suggestion may be hazarded that they are the initials 
of the churchwardens/ while the two names above

1 Information of Mr. J. P. Gilson, Keeper of MSS., British 
Museum.

2 The office of churchwarden is an ancient one. Gasquet, in his 
Parish Life in Mediaval England, says : " Pollock and Maitland, in 
their History of English Law, do not think that there were real church 
wardens before the thirteenth century. Previously, however, it is 
admitted that certain burdens as to the support of the church had 
been placed on the parishioners as a body." Our supposition, there 
fore, involves no anachronism.
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are those of the incumbent, and that they were 
placed there when the tower was rebuilt.

That the first name in the upper inscription is 
Thomas there is no doubt; but the surname is 
doubtful, especially as the initial letter has perished 
except for indications that it comprised some portion 
of a circle. A suggestion has been made (founded 
probably on Ormerod's dictum regarding the letters 
" T. A." in the east window, which we have seen 
are not " T. A." but T. C.) that the inscription is 
Thomas Abbot; but unless the first letter on the 
lower line was not a letter but a conventional orna 
ment, which is unlikely, since the scribe had no 
room for the final T of "Abbot," and unless the 
second and third letters have been wrongly de 
picted, this solution is an impossibility. The third 
letter may possibly be a B, and if one may, as a last 
resource, hazard a guess, the names Tebbot, Terbot, 
and Terbok suggest themselves. Edmund Tebbot 
was Master of Denwall in 1440, and some later 
members of the family may have renewed their 
connection with the district. In 1457 Thomas 
Tebotte supplicated B.A. at Oxford. 1

The south door is accurately described by Owen ; 
it is ornamented with the quatrefoil, symbolical of 
the four Evangelists, the chevron, and the billet. A 
later porch, though picturesque, obscures some of 
the details of the arch. The illustration in the 
Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshire (vi. So), from a sketch by the late 
Joseph Mayer, F.S.A. (ante 1853), the original of 
which is in the Liverpool Free Library, is quite inac 
curate, though perhaps the fault was not entirely 
his, as the detail, until about 1895, was disguised 
by successive coats of whitewash. Mr. Mayer 
apparently inclines to the belief that the doorway is

1 Register of the Uniiiersity of Oxford, by the Rev. C. W. Boase, 
M.A., 1885. "Thomas Derby" is another suggestion.
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Anglo-Saxon. Ormerod is silent on the subject. 
Our illustration is from a careful drawing kindly 
made for the author by Mr. E. B. Kirby, who points 
out that the arch has at some time been pulled down 
and re-edified, as the irregularity of the pattern 
shows.

In the north aisle of the church, at the west end, 
is the canopied seat of the churchwardens ; it is a 
good piece of work, and the lettering is well exe 
cuted. An inscription upon its front reads : 

ROBERT: COXSON : 1 IAMES: GILBART 2 

CHURCH : WARDENS : 1709

HENRY : COWIN WILL : HUNTINGTON 3 

16 CHURCH : WARDENS 73

1 The will of " Robert Coxson of Grate Saughall, co. Chester, 
yeoman, sick and weak," dated aoth May 1715, was proved in the 
Consistory Court, Chester, 26th May 1716, by Ann Coxson, the widow 
and relict, and John Davies ; power reserved to John Coxson.

Testator devises his estate of inheritance in the township of Grat 
Saughall to his son John Coxson, subject to legacies. To his wife 
Anne Coxson, he leaves eight pounds per annum. The will continues: 
" Whereas since the marriage of my daughter Dorothy I have given 
to her and her husband to the value of fifty pound," and the testator 
gives her thirty pounds more. He leaves legacies to " My son 
Thomas Coxson & Elizabeth his wife. My grandchildren William 
Coxson, Robert Coxson, Ann Coxson, Mary Coxson, my daughter 
Kathrine, my daughter Ellen Coxson" ; and appoints as his execu 
tors " My wife Anne Coxson, my son John Coxson and neighbour 
John Davies." Witnesses : Tho. Chamberlaine, Mary Chamberlaine, 
and Thomas Smith.

" James Gilbart mentioned on the canopy was probably the James 
Gilbert who took up the freedom of the city of Chester i6th October 
1702 as a chandler and as "son of James Gilbert of Chester, tallow 
chandler, defunct." In 1732 his two sons, James and Thomas, were 
admitted to freedom as " sons of James Gilbert of Shotwick chandler" ; 
Anne, sister of these two sons, married Hugh Bennett of Little 
Neston. This information has been kindly supplied by Mr. J. H. E. 
Bennett of Chester ; and the wills of James and Joseph Gilbart are 
from his collections.

By the will of James Gilbert of Chester, gent., dated 3Oth November 
1775, ar"d proved in the Consistory Court, Chester, 2ist May 1776, by 
Robert Aldersey, power being reserved to Charles Potts, the other 
executor, the testator, after reciting that his wife Mary Gilbert is pro 
vided for by a settlement prior to her marriage, devises his dwelling- 
house, after her death, to Robert Aldersey of Chester, clothier, and 
Charles Potts of Chester, gent., in trust; also all his leasehold estate
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In the same aisle against the north wall stands 
the "three decker" pulpit. It appears to have

in Shotwick held by lease from Owen Salusbury Brereton, Esq., and 
all other real estate, after his wife's death, for his brother Joseph 
Gilbert for life. Afterwards for the first son of his said brother, and 
in default to every other son of the same successively. In default to 
any daughters of the same successively. As to personal estate, whereas 
his wife was entitled to interest on _£i 100 for life, and household goods, 
&c., the testator directs his executors to realise the present lease of 
the Shotwick property and to obtain a new lease if possible. Wit 
nesses : Samuel Brittain, William Boyle, and Samuel Mason, all of 
Northgate Street, Chester.

The will of Joseph Gilbert of Chester, gent., dated 28th June 1785, 
was proved 1787 in the Consistory Court of Chester. By it the tes 
tator devises " two gardens on the south part of King Street, heretofore 
called Barn Lane, and my messuage, &c., on the east side of further 
Northgate Street, now in occupation of my sister-in-law Mrs. Mary 
Gilbert (subject as to the latter to the conditions set forth in the mar 
riage settlement of her with my late brother James Gilbert) ; also my 
dwelling-houses, gardens, maltkilns, and other buildings on the north 
side of King Street and on the south side of Tower Street, now in the 
occupation of myself, Benjamin Clubb, grocer; Elizabeth Dobb, 
widow; Samuel Griffiths, and [blank] Lawton ; also my lands and 
tenements in Woodbank, co. Chester, now in the occupation of Mary 
Phillips, widow ; also a parcel of land in Great Saughall ; also pre 
mises other than the two gardens on the south side of King Street, 
and the messuage on the east side of further Northgate Street men 
tioned in the marriage settlement of myself with Anne, my wife ; also 
messuages, lands, etc., in Shotwick Park ; all the above to Daniel, 
son of Robert Aldersey of Chester, woollen draper; and Harwar 
[Garret] of the same city, currier, in Trust, for my wife for life; and 
afterwards for my nephew Hugh Bennett of Little Neston, gent., for 
life, provided the marriage settlements of myself and my brother 
James are not interfered with; remainder to Thomas Bennett, eldest 
son of the said Hugh Bennett, and his heirs ; and in default of same 
to Hugh Bennett, younger son of my said nephew Hugh Bennett and 
his heirs ; and in default then to the third, fourth, or fifth son of the 
said Hugh Bennett; and in default then to the daughters of my said 
nephew Hugh Bennett. And in default to my right heirs." The will 
further recites that testator held messuages and lands in Shotwick 
Park by virtue of a lease of Owen Salusbury Brereton. To wife Ann 
Gilbert £6$ per annum out of the rents for life, and that of her sister- 
in-law Mary Gilbert. To the six children of my late niece Margaret 
Robinson [called Martha later] £2, los. od. each during the life of 
sister-in-law Mary Gilbert. Certain of the property after the death of 
hisnephewHugh Bennett to be held for the benefit of Thomas Bennett, 
eldest son of his nephew Hugh.

Witnesses : Charles Potts, Stephen Leekle, and William Baxter. 
A codicil mentions Mrs. Gilbert of Northgate Street. From the affi 
davit it appears that the testator died 1st July 1785.

8 The will of William Huntington of Capenhurst, co. Chester, 
"sickein body," dated 5th October 1674, was proved in the Consis-
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been in the church just about a century, for in the 
year 1812 the churchwardens charge the parish 
for "taking the old pulpit to Chester" and "fetch 
ing the new Ditto Ditto" ; the former pulpit, prior 
to 1706, stood " adjoining to the corner of ye South 
Chancel and the South Wall of ye Church," so 
that it was "scarce visible, and the words of the 
Minister " [were] " scarce audible to those who sit in 
the said North Chancel, but if the same (with the 
Reading Desk) be remov'd and plac'd near the 
Dormant \_sic\ Window in the North Wrall of the 
Church, it will be more decent to the place, more 
convenient and commodious to the Congregation." 

A commission was accordingly issued by the 
Bishop of Chester, igth November 1706, to James 
Hockenhull, Esq., and John Basnet, yeoman, church 
wardens, with others, to remove the pulpit as well 
as to " take down all such Seates or Pewes as are 
now irregular and ununiform," and to make them 
"anew and uniform," The church was also to be 
reflagged. It was perhaps then that many of the 
old monumental flagstones disappeared.

THE BELLS.

In 3 Edw. VI. [1549-50] after the sacrilegious 
spoliation, " Shotwycke " had "one chales, a ringe 
of iii belles" ; * all, alas! have disappeared, the

tory Court, Chester, 7th November following, by James Welsby, 
power reserved to the other executor. Testator bequeaths to his wife 
Ann Huntington and his children, William, John, and Mary, all his 
goods, and appoints his friends James Welsby and Wm. Fairclough 
executors. Witnesses : Edward Quaile, Richard Jameson, and Tho. 
Birkheued.

The Inventory, dated I3th October 1674, states that the deceased 
died on the 5th October preceding, and shows that he was a small 
farmer. Summa : ,£158, us. 6d. Prisers : Thomas Urion, William 
Fairclough, James Welsby.

Will., son of Will. Huntington of Capenhurst, was baptized 2$th 
November 1631.

i Wirral Notes and Queries, ii. [166].
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present chalice is dated 1685, and the bells are of 
the seventeenth century.

The bells are still three in number, and bear the 
following inscriptions: 1

WG (within a shield), 1616 >J< IESUS BE OVR SPEED

>J< GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 1621
W 

1664 GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO. CW. WD. IB. IS.

During the seventeenth and the early part of the 
eighteenth centuries there existed two bell foundries, 
the one in Lancashire and the other in Cheshire, 
which seem to have been held in good repute, and 
which were largely employed in casting bells for 
the various churches in the two counties, and also 
probably for those in other counties. These two 
bell foundries were situate, the one at Wigan, in 
Lancashire, and the other at Congleton, in Cheshire. 
The business at Wigan was carried on by the Scott 
family, and the last bell was cast by John Scott, 
who appears to have been a son of Ralph Scott and 
a grandson of John Scott, also a bellfounder. It is 
not known who cast the first bell, but in the will of 
John Scott of Wigan, proved at Chester in 1647-48, 
there is mention of a William Gardner, brazier, 
who may have been the maker. In 1730-31 the 
great bell fell, but what damage it did the church 
wardens' accounts do not state; the three bells 
appear to have been re-hung after the catastrophe 
at considerable cost, but the entry in the accounts 
is not very clear. The rules for the ringers men 
tioned by Owen as being painted on the south 
wall of the tower [? on a board] seem to have 
disappeared.

1 These inscriptions are taken from Wirral Notes and Queries^ 
ii. [193], and Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., xlii. 161. The bells 
are difficult to get at.
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INSCRIPTIONS IN THE CHURCH.

In the Harleian Manuscripts in the British 
Museum, No. 2151, "Cheshire Monuments col 
lected by R. Holme," at page 127, under the 
heading "Shotwick Church 1668," contains the 
following inscriptions, all of which, with the excep 
tion of that recording John Carter, curate, have 
disappeared:

In the windowes on ye north side the church these armes 1 and 
writtings:

pro foomt statu 
ati'0 tm'i m =

1 The dexter shield is blank, the sinister is tricked, Azure, within 
an orle (for seme'e) of fleurs-de-lys, Or, a lion rampant, Argent; the 
coat of Poole of Poole Hall. Ormerod wrongly blazons the fleurs-de- 
lys Argent ; the correct blason is Or: see the funeral certificate of 
John Poole, gentleman, 1601 (Record Soc. Lanes, and Ches., vol. vi. 
158), also the confirmation of arms issued by W. Roberts, Ulster, to 
Captain Richard Poole, 1648 (Genealogist, vol. v. No. 38). What 
member of the family the window commemorates is not clear, but the 
registers show there was a " Mr. Francis Poole of Capenhurst in 
Shotwick parish" living before 1658, who was presented for an un 
lawful marriage, whilst his wife Ann was presented for recusancy 
in that year. Thomas Poole of Poole was seised of the manor of 
Capenhurst I Hen. VIII. In the Harleian MSS. is an account of 
Wirral, in the handwriting of the third Randal Holme. It appears 
to have been compiled in 1668 ; and it is certain, from a variety of 
dates and internal memoranda, that he revisited the hundred in 1671,
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In another window on the same north side 

. . . qut fyanc fcncstram . . . 

. . . ticcimo prime tie ....
In generall grave stones in the chancell these writings 
Richard Hiccocke July 14. 1660.
Thorn. Hiccocke of Woodbanke died Oct. 8. 1652.*

when he noticed various alterations that had occurred in the principal 
families. It records :

Anno 1668 Lords of ye said Hamlets and Freeholders
Towns Towns places of abode

Capenhurst The Lord Cholmon- Capenhurst Mr.Poole,of Poole, 
deley Hall hath the hall and

much land here
1 The will of Thomas Hiccock of Woodbanck, Co. Chester, 

Yeoman, dated 30. April 1652, was proved 15. June 1653, in the 
P.C.C. (316 Brent). " I give to my son Will 1" Hiccock and my 
son-in-law Edward Robinson, the messuage where I now dwell and 
all my other tenements and lands belonging in Woodbanke Al's 
Rough Shotwick Al's Rowe Shotwick in said County, (except one 
parcel of land called the Mounts Meare) until my Grandchild 
Thomas Hiccock, son of Richard Hiccock shall attain the age of 
21, also paying to my grandchild John Hiccock £41. when he 
reaches the age of 21 years. To Hannah daughter of my son Richard 
deceased ,£41. at the age of 18 years. The parcel of land in Great 
Sayhall commonly called Park Cornell and one messuage or tene 
ment lying in Woodbanke aforesaid, now in the occupation of John 
Dutton, held of the lease of three lives I give to my said child 
Thomas Hiccock, on the condition that he shall not marry except 
at the direction and consent of the Executors, and after his death 
I give the said parcel of lands etc. to the first son of his body lawfully 
begotten, and for default to the issue of said William Hiccocke afore 
said and for default to the use and behoofe of the heirs of Thomas 
Hiccocke the younger son of me the said Thomas Hiccocke. I also 
give to my said son Thomas Hiccock and his heirs the parcel of ground 
called the Monnds meare aforesaid, on condition that he procure 
from his father-in-law those lands in Shropshire called Melnerley to 
be estated on himself and his heirs for ever. To my said sons Wm 
Hiccock and Thomas Hiccock my right and interest or term of years 
to come in the closes and parcels of land in Shotwich called the 
Hayrgay loones the two closes open-grave meadow, the Dawbutts 
and the Wallhill. To my daughter Ann Robinson my right and 
interest in the parcel of land called the Back Croft and the New field 
situate in Great Saughall. To the poor of the Parish of Shotwick 
2o.r. To the poor of the Parish of Brumbrarragh 2OJ. To my sister 
Anne Whitehead, widow, the least of my heiffers. To my brother 
Richard 2os. daughter Anne Robinson 2os. and to each of her chil 
dren 6.r. 8d. To my friend Anne Yongue Widow 2OJ-., George £stam 
5s. and the use of the house he now occupies for himself and his wife 
Elizabeth. I give unto M r Yates his daughter 5.1-., to John Branghall
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Here lyeth the body of Moad Hiccock wife of Thomas Hiccock 
who died 20 Aug. 1631.

Here
Mainv 
28 Me

[Ar

yeth the body of George 
varing gentleman who died 
ly 1605. l

ms [Argent] 2 bars [Gules].]

v_^
ICC

1587
This was John 
Cartwright [sic] p'son 
of the p'ish.

my old clothes. I remit to Richard Spencer of Great Saughall 3/2'., 
to Wm Hewetson Minister of Shotwick five marks. I appoint my 
said son William Hiccock and my son-in-law Edward Robinson, 
executors." Witnesses : W"1 Hewetson, Randall Thomas (his mark), 
Thomas Mason (his mark), Jane Bay (her mark).

Proved ijth June 1653, by Wm Hiccocke and Edward Robinson, 
the Executors named.

1 Probably an error for 1608, when his burial is recorded both in 
the Shotwick Transcripts and Burton Registers ; in the former  
"1608, George Mannringe 28 May" [bur.] ; in the latter "George 
Manwairinge gent de Shotwick Parke sepultus fuit xxviii0 Maij 1608."

The inventory of George Manweringe late of Shotwicke Parke in 
the Countie of Chester, gentleman, now preserved at Chester, is dated 
the last daye of Maye 1608, and was made by James Doe, Richard 
Chamberlayne, John Helyn, and Thomas Whitehead. It includes 
cattle, horses, swine, powtery [poultry], plowes, household gear, three 
tackes of ground, tooe in Great Saughall and one in Mollington, corne 
upon the ground at Woodbanke, Saughall, and Cappenhurst. Proved 
loth July 1608, in the Consistory Court, Chester.

I have not been able to place this person. The Mainwarings pur 
chased Bromborough only in 1673, soon after it had been sold by Sir 
Orlando Bridgeman, son of Dr. John Bridgeman, Lord Bishop of 
Chester, 1619 to 1652 (Record Soc. Lanes, and dies., xii. 47); other 
wise one might suppose he was of that house.
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This flagstone is still extant in the chancel within 
the altar rails. The local tradition is that under it 
lie the bones of old Squire Hockenhull, who one 
morning some three hundred years ago rode out 
intent on sport, and that his old horse, who had 
carried him bravely for so long, stepping into a 
rabbit hole, fell and rolled on his master, and that the 
dying squire charged his eldest son that no inscrip 
tion should mark his last resting-place, but simply

Gravestone of John Carter, Curate, 1587.

a bridle bit and two stirrups cut in the stone above 
the date, so that all men might see that the old 
Squire, like a true Englishman, had died as he had 
lived, a sportsman. 1 This story was told to John 
Owen as recorded in the extract from his notes 
already quoted.

The beautiful legend was unfortunately destroyed 
by certain iconoclasts of the Historic Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire, who drily pointed out that 
the signs were simply the letters I.C.C.; and when

1 Wirral N. & Q., ii. [204].



34 Notes on Shotwick

it was objected that the possession of two Christian 
names at the period was an anachronism, they 
heartlessly produced from Chester the will of " Sr 
John Carter curat of Shotwycke," dated 1587, 
wherein he desired "to be buryed in the chancell 
of Shotwyke," l which conclusively settled the 
matter. The legend, however, will no doubt 
flourish as before.

The notes by Holme continue thus : 

In the churchyard in grave-stones these severall inscriptions : 
Hie jacet corpus Janae Barlow, filice Ricfii Barlow, quse obiit 

30 May 1623.
Here lyeth the body of Marg' the wile of John Thomas who 

died 8 Oct 1639.
Here lyeth the body of Anne Carter who died 8th of May 1664.
Here lyeth the body of Alice Holland the wife of Thomas who 

died 27 July 1640.
Here lyeth the body of Thomas Holland who died 7 June 

1663.
Here lyeth the body of Anne daughter of William Dauis who 

died Oct 12, 1659.

1 The following" is an abstract of his will: " In the name of God 
Amen, ayth Sept. 1587, 29 Eliz. I Sr John Carter, curat of Shot 
wycke, ... to be buryed in the chancell of Shotwyke. Imprimis 
I am suretye to Richard Bushell of Ledsam for my brother Fouck 
Carter of Chester for one bushell of barley pryce xvii,?., and for the 
house which I erected on Raffe Carter's ground wherein I now dwell 
I geve yt to Jane Carter syster to the sayd Raffe according to the 
bargayne wch I made which was [&c.]. Item, Roger Carter of Great 
Saughall my kynsmau oweth me 4//'. 6s. &rf., and after this man' I do 
bestow it : To John Carter sonne to the said Roger x\s., and to my 
sister Margret xxvj.v. viij;/., and the rest to be equally divided be 
tween my ij children. To my sonne Robert my grownd which I hold 
of Willya' Dauis of Wodbanke. To my sonne John my lands of 
grownd which I hould of Raffe Grymsdiche. To my brother Fouke 
grograym to make him a doblet. To my brother Randall Carter one 
stryke of barlye. To Jane Carter one lande of grownd in Wodbank- 
fyeld joyning to the grownd of George Mere. Rest to Jane Carter 
and her two sonnes Robert and John. Executors my ij sonnes 
Robert and John and my brother Fowke ; Overseers my cozyne 
Roger Carter, Thomas Whytfeld the younger and John Carter. 
Witnesses Thomas Haruye, Thomas Whytfeld, John Carter, and 
Raffe Carter.

Amongst the schedule of debtors are my " uncle Richard Carter, my 
brother Fowkes wyffe." The inventory is with the will. Proved at 
Chester 1587.
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The following monuments are now (1911) in the 
church, in addition to that of John Carter, curate, 
already noticed : 

In the chancel, within the altar rails, a flagstone, 
in poor recut letters :

Here lyeth the body 
of Joseph Hockenhull 
Esqr. who was Intcred 
the 17"' of July Anno 
1679 Aged 6 i.

Both Ormerod and Owen give the age as 64, and 
though the top of the figure i is square, the space 
between the figures 6 and i points to its having 
originally been 4. If Joseph Hockenhull was 21 
in 1636, the date of his marriage, as stated by Or 
merod, 64 is correct.

On the north wall of the chancel, a marble 
tablet :

Near this place lieth interred the 
body of Thomas Doe Esqr. who 
died October ye 12 th 1753 ' in the 59"' year

of his Age.
He was A man of great truth and 
Sincerity, greatly beloved by all 
friends and Acquaintance.

Also near this place lie the Remains 
of Anne Doe, Relict of the above 
Thomas Doe, who died June i 8t 1778 

Aged 88. 2

Also the Remains of Thomas 
their Son, who died Aug ist 1785 

Aged 65.

Also Frances his Wife who died 
I3 tk April 1806 Aged 64 Years.

1 Not 1755, as in Ormerod.
1 Not 86, as in Ormerod. For some account and pedigree of the 

Does of Little Saughall and Chester, see page 98.
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On the same wall, between the arches of the 
arcade :

IN REMEMBRANCE of 
EDWARD THORNTON OF GREAT SAUGHALL

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE

ON THE 4  OF JANUARY 1868
AGED 74 YEAKS

ALSO OF
ANN HIS BELOVED WIFE

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
ON THE 27  DAY OF MAY 1870

AGED 75 YEARS 
THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED

PROV, X. 7

THIS TABLET WAS ERECTED IN

FOND REMEMBRANCE BY THEIR SON-IN-LAW

RUDOLPH STEINMAN ESQ K OF LIVERPOOL

On the south wall, over the chancel rails, a white 
marble tablet on slate :

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF

REVB JAMES COTTINGHAM, B.A.
WHO WAS FOR FIFTY-NINE YEARS

VICAR OF THIS PARISH 
BORN OCTOBER 3*" 1803 

DIED OCTOBER II  1890

this tablet was erected by his children 

On the south wall, a marble tablet:
In Memory of

Samuel Nevitt-Bennett Esqr
of the City of Chester
and of Patty his wife

He died 27 October 1844
aged 65 years 

She died 2 lld December 1845
Aged 70 Years.

Also their Children
Jane Mary and Margaret

who died infants
And of Elizabeth

who died 7 th September 1841
Aged 27 Years

and of Sarah who died 14 January 1910 
aged 92 Years.
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On the same wall of nave, a marble tablet :

IN MEMORY OF 
ANNE THE BELOVED WIFE 

OF JOHN NEVITT-BENNETT
OF THE

CITY OF CHESTER, ESQRK 
WHO DIED 26  MARCH 1872

AGED 69

AND WAS BURIED IN THE 
CHESTER CEMETERY

ALSO
OF THEIR ELDEST SON

HUGH COLLEY NEVITT-BENNETT
WHO DIED 2i ST APRIL 1873

AGED 38 
ALSO OF THE ABOVE NAMED

JOHN NEVITT-BENNETT 
WHO DIED NOVEMBER io'" 1880

AGED 76

ALSO OF ELIZABETH, AND CAROLINE, THE ELDEST 
AND YOUNGEST DAUGHTERS OF ANNE AND 
JOHN NEVITT-BENNETT, WHO DIED INFANTS.

On the same wall, a marble tablet:

IN
MEMORY OF

ELIZABETH ANNE
DAUGHTER OF THE LATE

JOHN AND ANNE
NEVITT-BENNETT,

OF THE CITY OF CHESTER.
wuo DIED 8 MAY 1903

AGED 65 YEARS 
INTERRED IN CHESTER CEMETERY

The pedigree of Nevitt-Bennett of Shotwick will 
be found at page 87.

The following flagstones are in the floor of the
O Q

church:
In the extreme north-east corner of the north 

chapel is a flagstone which has been smeared with 
cement during recent repairs to the church, doubt-
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less to make it even where worn, but the result has 
not been happy, since most of the inscription is 
obliterated. Fortunately it had been copied by Mr. 
J. P. Rylands in 1891 :

>£RE LYETH WAITING 
,FOR A GLORIOVS RESV 
RECTION TFE BODY OF 
IOH\f MASSEY OF G

HALL GENT. WHO 
DIED TH:31 OCTOBER 

ODOM.1678-AGE

1 Owen calls the date 5 Oc...i6y8. It is just possible that we may 
have here some remote descendant of the Masseys of 1'uddington. 
In the Pleas of the County of Chester, held au Chester before [John 
Nedcham], Justice there, on Tuesday next after the Feast of St. Anne, 
I Edw. IV. [1461], Haniond Mascy of Podynton gives the King 6s. &?. 
for licence to agree with William Pikke and Margaret his wife, in a 
plea of agreement concerning one messuage and 16 acres of land in 
Chircheshotewyk, and he has a cheirograph, etc. Also Henry Mascy, 
chaplain, agrees as above for 2 messuages and 42 acres of land in 
Rogh Shotwyk and Halghton [Chester Plea Rolls, 166 (i Edw. IV.), 
mem. 2, 3].

In a list of the "Gentry of Cheshire 1673," given in Rlome's 
Britannia, occurs the name of " George Massey of Shotwick, gent."

The earliest entry in the register is 1681, and the regular entries 
commence only in 1698, whilst the transcript for 1678 appears to be 
missing, so that no information is obtainable from this source as to 
John Masscy's gravestone. Allowing for the usual discrepancies in 
monumental inscriptions, he maybe the John, son of George Massey, 
bap. 1 5th Dec. 1605. His will, dated I7th July 1677, and proved at 
Chester iSth December 1678, is given in the Cheshire Sheaf, 3 S. i, 
p. 56 ; in it he mentions his dwelling in Great Saughall, his wife 
Alice, and his sons Richard, Edward, John, William, and George, 
also the said George's two sons George and John ; he also mentions 
Robert and Mary, son and daughter of Thomas Mollineux, and the 
will of his wife Alice confirms the fact that they were his grand 
children. The Marriage Licence of Thomas Molincux of Great Saug-
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hall and Mary Massey of the same is dated I4th Feb. 1665-6, to 
take place at St. Peter's or St. Bridget's, Chester ; probably the 
bride's brother John had previously married a sister of the bride 
groom ; vide post.

In 1674, Dec. 21, Alice, wife of John Massie of Great Saughall, 
received a licence to practise as a midwife.

The will of " Alles Massey of Saughall Magna co. Chester, widdow, 
in good health," is dated 1st Nov. 1687, and was proved in the Rural 
Dean's Court at Chester 22nd Nov. 1688, the following being a brief 
abstract :

"To my son Richard Massy the grate coubbart in the parler. To 
my grandchild Elezebeth Massy the pillin [pillion] cloth and my 
riding shoute [sic Psuit]. To my son Edward the Bible and the 
tables and halt my personal estate. To my grandchildren Robert 
Mullanex and Mary Mullanex the other half of my goods. My son 
John Massy shall receive proportionally one shilling. My son 
William Massy shall receive proportionably one shilling. Executors : 
George Johnson and John Davies both of Saughall Magna, yeomen. 
Witnesses : Henery Alen ? George Gillam, Elezebeth Done [? Dene]." 
Proved by two executors. The Inventory, which is not dated, was 
exhibited 22nd December 1688 ; it amounts to ^35, 13-?- bd., and 
consists chiefly of household effects.

John Massy, the son mentioned in the two foregoing wills, is probably 
the same person as John Massey of Shottwicke, co. Chester, yeoman, 
who, "much indisposed and very weake," made his will on the 4th of 
October 1706. At least the names of his children lend colour to the 
supposition, and as he desires " to be buried in the church chancel 
belonging to the parish church of Shottwicke," it may even be that he 
also lies under the old flagstone with his father in the corner of the 
quiet country church. His wife Margaret was probably a sister to his 
brother-in-law, Thomas Mullaneux, as appears from the marriage 
licence, dated 3ist July 1662. The following is an abstract of his will :

"To my wife Margaret Massey all yt. my messuage in Shotlwicke 
now in my holding with all houses &c. for life, if the lives mencoed in 
the lease, by vertue whereof I now hold ye same from James Hocken- 
hull of Shottwicke, Esq., shall so long live ; remainder to my son 
Richard Massey. To my son George Massey five shillings. To my 
daughter Mary Massey five shillings, having already given them all 
yt. I designed. To my wife Margaret two closes between Shottwicke 
and Woodbanke called the Clefts [see page 8], late in the occupation 
of Thomas 1'itchford lately deceased, and all ways, waters, and water 
courses appertaining, with remainder to son Richard Massey. To 
my son Edward Massey paire of bedsteads &c. and five pounds. Rest 
after wife's death to son Richard. Executors: Wife Margaret and 
son Richard." Witnesses : William Hockenhull, Tho. Harvie, Tho. 
Woodward. Proved by both the executors at Chester, I2th April 
1707.

Thomas Harvie who witnesses this will was, no doubt, the Thomas 
Harvie who signs a marriage entry in the Shotwick parish register of 
1706 as "curate."

In the same year, on the 2nd January, Robert Harvie, of Tarvin, 
Schoolmaster, & Martha Smith of Barrow, widow, were married at 
Shotwick.
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At the east end of the church, under the arcade, is 
a flagstone ; the inscription, partly defaced and in 
danger of becoming more so, is in bold lettering 
of a character apparently unattainable by modern 
masons:

^ELYETH THE 
)YOFMARY 
E WIFE OF 
IOHAS DOE 
LITTLE SA
-{ALL WHO
D AND NX/AS 
!ED THE 16
ICEMBER
") DOMINI

At the east end of the church, on a flat stone, are
the initials and date  

M M 
1714
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Owen notes this stone as being next to that of John 
Massey. In this case the register helps us with the 
following entry : 

" 1714, Feb. 17. Margaret Massey, wid. of Shotwick, buried " ;

and we may here have the widow of John Massey, 
the son, whose will we have already seen was proved 
at Chester in 1707.

A flagstone, also at the east end of the church, 
partly under a pew, bears this inscription : 

. . . DOE WHO 
DIED THE 7 
OF DECEMBER 

1602.

Unfortunately there is no transcript for the year 
1602, so that it is impossible to say whom this 
stone commemorates.

On the organ is a small brass : 

To the Glory of God / and in memory of Thomas Samuel, of 
Woodbank Hall, / This organ was given by his widow and 
children / October MCMIX.

Ormerod states that one window in the chancel 
is entirely filled with the initials T.A. ; but, as we 
have seen, the letters are actually T. C., and the 
window is now almost entirely plain.

In the top of the centre light of the east window 
of the north chapel are two sets only of the initials 
with three fleurs-de-lys beneath 
them ; whilst the light on either 
side contains, also at the top, one 
fleur-de-lys only. The initials have 
been placed inside out by the glazier.

The inscription on the canopied churchwardens' 
pew has already been given.
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THE CHURCHYARD.

The churchyard is surrounded by a stone wall, the 
portion on the south and south-west being ancient; 
the rest of the wall has been built to enclose that 
part of the yard moclernly added at some date be 
tween 1872 and 1876. In the London Gazetted 
the 2nd April 1878 there appeared an order closing 
the church wholly for burials, and the graveyard 
with modifications.

The walls seem to have fallen into disrepair from 
time to time, and to have given rise to frequent 
presentments, perhaps owing to the fact that the 
level of the churchyard is considerably above that 
of the lane formerly leading down to the sea. Thus, 
in the Bishop's visitations, we find : 

J S98, "Con Card ib'm the wall of their church-wall [sic]
unfenced."

1601, " Con Card ib'm. The churchyard out of repacon." 
1677, " Con. Gard. for that the Ch. y rd wants repairs, & they

say every one knowes his own p'te but they name them not." l

We may presume from these entries that the 
churchwardens were then unable to raise the neces 
sary funds, but in later times their accounts show 
that the repairs were effected ; in 1760 an item of 
£01 01 oo appears " for carrying the stones from 
Burton " ; these stones were for repairing the walls. 
In the eighteenth century stone for repairs seems 
usually to have been brought thence. Perhaps it 
was on one of these occasions that the three massive 
buttresses in the lane were added. The church 
yard does not appear to have been at all times the 
peaceful spot we now find it; in 1611 Robert Carter

1 From very ancient times the various chapelries, townships, or 
farms were responsible for repairs to certain portions of the church 
yard wall (cf. Churcli. and Manor, by Sidney Oldall Addy, M.A. : 
London, Geo. Alien & Company, Ltd., 1913).
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and Richard Richards appear in the Bishop's Court: 
" Carter giueinge the saide Richards foule words in 
the Church yard caused the saide Richards haue- 
inge a staffe to breake Carter's head in the Church 
yerd . . . Richards is butt a boye of xv yeares of 
age." In the Civil Wars, as we have, seen, the 
church was barricaded.

THE SUNDIAL. 

The dial plate bears this inscription : 

Jerukf
x^

o 
o
<j

Jfiomcu 
Fecit

In 1767 "a top on the Dial post " is charged (or 
at six shillings in the churchwardens' accounts ; if 
by "top" the dial is intended, it must have been a 
renewal, as round the bulge of the shaft is inscribed

The registers for 1 720 are not signed by the church 
wardens, and their accounts for the year are frayed 
away where their names should occur, except for 
the letters . . . ard . . . ey ; but documents at the 
Diocesan Registry, Chester, show that John Davies 
and Richard Massey were churchwardens from
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Easter 1719 to Easter 1720. The entries in the 
churchwardens' accounts regarding " ye diall poast " 
are partly illegible, but show that it was formerly 
painted, and the cost of " carving ye letters " was 
only one shilling.

THE CHURCH PLATE.

According to an inventory of church goods in 
Wirral, taken 3 Edw. VI. [1549-50], Shotwycke 
had " one chales," but, unfortunately, it seems to 
have been lost or stolen in the Civil War, for on 
the 22nd December 1665 the churchwardens were 
presented in the Ecclesiastical Court, because there 
were no vessels for the Communion: " Con' 
Jacobu Bryne et Hugonem Worrall, gard', for 
want of a carpitt for the coiiion table, alsoe a cup 
cftice and flagon for the Sacranit which were lost 
in the late warrs. Alsoe a booke of homilies, 
booke of canons, table of degrees, a blacke herse 
cloth and lockes for the chistes." Writing in 1643-4, 
Dr. Williams, Archbishop of York, says: "Worrall 
is all lost to the country, and plundered to the ground 
by Sir William Brereton " ; and we have seen some 
skirmish must have taken place at Shotwick, when 
the churchyard walls were broken down to barricade 
the church doors. Perhaps we have in this an 
explanation of the loss of the chalice. There are 
no further presentments in the matter, so probably 
temporary vessels were obtained until the parish 
could raise the necessary funds, twenty years later, 
to purchase the chalice now in use.

The present church plate consists of a silver 
chalice and two patens ; there are also a pewter 
flagon, two pewter plates, probably for alms, and a 
pewter paten with foot and stem.

The chalice is 5* inches in height, the bowl being 
3j inches in height and 3^- inches in diameter at
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the top ; the foot is 3^ inches in diameter. Round 
the bowl is this inscription :

<S*r\?fPof '§$*>* 
& &

Outside the chalice under the lip, within shields, are 
the following marks :

(i) P P crowned (2) k v (7) a erarb. w v / LING \->/ *>

Under the foot of the cup the crowned P P is 
repeated.

The will of John Hale of Saughall, made in 1714 
and proved in 1725, is preserved at Chester.1 
William Briscoe mentioned above is probably the 
William Briscoe of Ledsham who died in 1723, 
aged 79, and lies buried under an altar-tomb in 
the churchyard.2 There are several tombs to this 
family in the yard.

1 The will of John Hale of Saughall, co. Chester, yeoman, " weak in 
body," dated 17"' July 1714, was proved in the Consistory Court, 
Chester, i6th February 1725, by Judith Hale, one of the executors. "My 
son John Hale shall have my house and lands in Little Saughall and 
my messuage in Frodsham. My wife Judeth Hale shall have the 
bringing up of my son John Hale until hee come to twenty-one 
yeares, and then receive twenty pounds every yeare." Mentions " my 
heath grounds in Little Saughall. To my mother Mare Hale tcnn 
poundes ... to bure her with. If my son John Hale die issuelcss after 
my wife's death [the testator gives his estate in Little Saughall to his 
kinsman] Edward Bythel of Geaton hce paying his sister Elizabeth 
Bythel forty pounds and his brother and other two sisters which came 
from the body of my sister Mare Bythell twenty pounds a peese." 
Executors: Wife Judeth Hale and brother Richard Parreyofthe City 
of Chester. Witnesses : Samuell Seller, Tho. Dunbaben, Wm. Wil- 
loughbey, Wm. Wilbraham.

2 The will of William Briscoe of Ledsom, co Chester, yeoman, " aged 
and infirm," dated 29 December 5 Geo. I., 1718, was proved at Chester, 
29th January 1724, by the executor named :

To my grandson John Briscoe now apprentice with Henry Colson 
Barber in Chester ,£40. To everyone of my grandchildren 2o.v. To 
my sonn John Briscoe and his heires ... for ever all my tenement 
[&c.] in Woodbank co. Chester and my messuage f&c.] wherein 1 now 
dwell in Ledsom which I hold by lease under Wm. Massie Esqr. 
deceased. To my daughter Mary Briscoe annuity of ,£12 charged
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The initials P P have given rise to some dis 
cussion : there are said to have been two goldsmiths 
in Chester with these initials, Puleston Partington 
and Peter Pemberton, and it seemed difficult to 
decide which of them made the Shotwick chalice. 
Mr. C. J. Jackson, F.S.A., says: 1 "These two 
goldsmiths with identical initials both wrought plate 
at Chester at the same time, and no evidence has 
been found enabling us to distinguish the marks of 
one from those of the other ; but as the marks are 
differentiated by the crown in the case of one and 
its absence from the other, it seems clear that P P 
crowned pertains to Partington, and P P uncrowned 
to Pemberton, or vice versa" Mr. William Chaffers 2 
finds the crowned P P, within a sort of trefoil, with 
the elate letter for 1665, on a porringer, or two- 
handed cup and cover, lately in the possession of 
Messrs. Lewis & Son, Brighton, and attributes the 
mark to Peter Pemberton. Mr. T. Stanley Ball

on foregoing tenements in Woodbank and Ledsom. Leaves two 
tenements in Capenhurst held by two leases made by Sr. James 
1'oole, Barronett, one dated 20 Oct 2 Jas. II. for the lives of mee the 
sd. Wm. Briscoe and of Thomas Brescoe and Wm. Brescoe my sonns 
the other dated I Aprill 12 Queen Anne, 1713, for 99 yeares, if the said 
Thomas Briscoe my eldest sonn, Mary his now wife, and my said 
grandson John Briscoe eldest sonn of ye said Thomas Briscoe soe 
ong live, to said son Thomas Briscoe for sixty-five years after my 

death, with remr. as to tenement in Capenhurst " wherein her life is 
in being" to Mary wife of my said sonn Thomas. After the death 
of said son Thomas and of his wife Mary leaves two tenements leases 
of which are dated 20 Oct. afsd., and the other tenement bequeathed 
to said Mary leaves them to Wm. Briscoe my grandson sonn of my 
said eldest sonn Thomas Briscoe. Rezedue to the testator's said son 
John Briscoe, whom he appoints sole executor. Witnesses : Joyce 
Hayes, Robert Vernon, and Tho. Birkhened.

Seal. Arms, three garbs.
Codicil, 15 th March 1721. Having paid ^40 to my grandson John 

Briscoe, Barber chirurgeon now set up for himself in ye City of 
Chester revokes legacy of ^40 to him. Witnesses : William Francis 
and John Deane.

1 English Goldsmiths and their Marks, by Charles James Jackson, 
F.S.A. London : Macmillan. 1905, 410.

2 Hall Marks on Gold and Silver Plate, by William Chaffers, 9th 
ed. London : Reeves & Turner, 1905.
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also attributes the Shotvvick chalice to Pcmberton, 
and remarks : l

" Puleston Partington was admitted a member of the Gold 
smiths' and Clockmakers' Company of Chester, in the year 1673. 
In the parish books of St. Peter's Church we find him assessed 
as the owner of a house in Eastgate Street from 1676 to 1706,^ 
he being described in the last entry as an alderman. He served 
the office of sheriff of the city in 1686, and was mayor in the year 
1706-7. He also acted as assay master of Chester from 1700 to 
1724. On the 26th of April 1677 he was appointed one of the 
churchwardens of St. Peter's, and in 1684 his name and signature 
appear in the books as one of the auditors of the then warden's 
accounts. . . . He was a watchmaker, and it is therefore unlikely 
that any pieces of plate made by him can be in existence, as 
frequently stated. He seems to have been a stranger to the city, 
and apparently did not serve his apprenticeship here. He was 
admitted a freeman upon paying ^10 on the I3th of January 
1671 . . . being described as a watchmaker. On the igth of 
December 1679 he was elected one of the Forty or Common 
Council men, being again described as a watchmaker. On 
the I5th of October 1686 he was elected one of the sheriffs, 
being again described as of the same trade. . . . Partington, 
again described as a watchmaker, was elected an alderman i2th 
October 1697. It will be seen that, throughout his whole public 
career, Puleston Partington was described simply as a watch 
maker.

" Peter Pemberton married Catherine Long, and by her had 
issue four sons and one daughter. He was a parishioner of St. 
Peter's. His wife died after the birth of their last child, and was 
buried at St. Peter's on the 2gth December 1690. Pemberton 
was buried at the same church on the 27th January 1691." 3

1 Chester Cow-ant, 3oth Aug. 1905.
2 In the Hearth Tax returns for the city of Chester, 1664-5 (Lay 

Subsidy, 86/164), John Partington is assessed in " Eastgate Ward " 
for vi hearths, " now John Buck."

3 Unfortunately his will cannot be found either at Chester or in the 
P. C. C. between the years 1691 and 1700 ; nor can 1'artington's will 
be found between the years 1705 and 1715.

The will of Thomas Pemberton of the city of Chester, goldsmith, 
" weak of body,' dated i8th April 1727, was proved in the Consistory 
Court of Chester by the sole executor on the aoth May 1727. The 
testator leaves "to Mary Pemberton of Chester, my bro 1' Ilenjamin's 
daughter five pounds, to my bror Peter's son and daughter Saml. & 
Mary two pounds each of ym , to coz" Tho. YVillson of Ckiughton all 
my wearing apparrell [&c.], to coz" Peter Widdens ten shillings & 
sixpence." Rest to kinsman Benjamin Pemberton of the City of 
Chester, goldsmith, making him sole executor. Witnesses : Thomas 
Urmson, Thomas Hicock, and Saml. Urmson.
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Mr. Ball was incorrect* in stating that Partington 
was a stranger. He was a son of Thomas Parting- 
ton of Cotton, about four miles from Chester, who 
had issue: (i) Thomas; (2) Puleston; (3) John, 
died before igth August 1670, married and had a 
son, Thomas; (4) Edward; (5) Margaret; (6) 
Katherine, wife of     Capper ; (7) Frances, wife 
of Thomas Stringer of Chester, haberdasher. 
Both Partington and Pemberton appear in the 
Chester Freemen's Rolls. 2 And it will be seen that 
while, in agreement with Mr. Ball's statement, Par 
tington is termed a watchmaker, Pemberton was 
apprenticed to, and is himself described, as a gold 
smith. These rolls had not been published at the 
time Mr. Jackson wrote his work, and upon sub 
mission to him of the extracts from the Freemen's 
Rolls above referred to, he is of opinion, with the 
writer, that Pemberton was the maker of the chalice. 
With regard to the mark P P (uncrowned), this 
may also appertain to Pemberton ; many makers 
used more than one kind of mark, and some as 
many as three or four marks, varying in form, 
during their working lives. The chalice at Llangian, 
of date 1692, and bearing the uncrowned P P, re-

1 See an article by Mr. J. H. E. Bennett in the Chester Courant of 
the 6th September 1905, where the will of Thomas Partington, Senr., 
of Cotton, is given. The family was of some substance.

* The following are extracted from the Chester freemen's Rolls 
(Record Soc. of Lanes, and Ches., vols. li., lv.): 

1670-1, Jan. 25. Puleston Partington, watchmaker. Also 1687-8, 
Oct. 26.

1706-7. Puleston Partington, Esquire, Mayor.
1676-7. Peter Pemberton, p. of Nathaniell Bunnell, goldsmith.
1689-90, Feb. 15. Thomas Pemberton, p. of Peter Pemberton, 

Goldsmith.
1703, October 14. William Pemberton, merchant, p. of Peter Pem 

berton of Chester, goldsmith.
1721, Sep. 26. Benjamin Pemberton, goldsmith, s. of Peter Pember 

ton of Chester, goldsmith, defunct.
1721, Oct. II. Samuel and Peter Pemberton, both of Grisby in 

Werrall, goldsmiths, sons of Peter Pemberton of Chester, goldsmith.
1756-7, Mar. 19. Peter Pemberton, silversmith, s. of Peter Pem 

berton, silversmith.
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sembles that at Shotwick ; it may therefore also 
be Pemberton's work. To sum up, while it cannot 
at this time be proved to demonstration by whom 
the chalice at Shotwick was made, upon the autho 
rities quoted and the evidence from the Chester 
documents submitted, the belief that it was the work 
of Pemberton seems almost inevitable.

The two silver patens are modern.
The pewter flagon bears the same inscription as 

the chalice. Pewter was long used for Church 
vessels from 1074, when a synod at Rouen per 
mitted its use as a substitute for gold or silver; this 
concession was accepted also at Winchester two 
years later, again withdrawn in 1175; but once 
more tacitly adopted some twenty years later.

Artistically, pewter was at its best when its makers 
were least conscious of the art revealed in it, think 
ing more of the durability and appropriateness to 
purpose of their wares than of their decorative quali 
ties. Though intentionally ornamental vessels may 
be found earlier, it was not until the eighteenth 
century that the pewterers set themselves to copy 
ing slavishly the designs and methods of the silver 
smiths, whether suitable to their material or not, 
and thereby undoubtedly hastened their own down 
fall.

The paten has the X under a crown ; the capital 
letter X or XX was only allowed on pewter of 
extraordinary character, and could not be used on 
the cheaper forms of alloy. The letters will gener 
ally be found under a crown. 1 Under the X are 
two heraldic roses, each surmounted by a bird ; and 
beneath these, on a scroll, BALDWIN ; the letters 
P.E. and I.E., each one surmounted by a crown, 
appear ; as do also, within four shields, two letters, 
difficult to read, the leopard's face, and lion rampant;

1 Pewter Marks and Old Pewter Ware, by Christopher A, Mark- 
ham, F.S.A. London : Reeves & Turner, MCMIX.

U
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the latter marks were apparently placed to induce 
the purchaser to believe he was buying silver ware, 
or at least ware containing a large amount of silver, 
and were forbidden on petition of the Goldsmiths' 
Company to the Lords of the Council. 1 

The following is the

SHOTWICK TERRIER, 1705.

A true & p'fect Terrier of ye Glebe Lands & 
Tithes belonging to ye Parish Church of Shotwick, 
in ye County & Diocese of Chester made according 
to ye Instructions of ye Right Revd. Father in God 
Nicholas Lord Bishop of Chester, Ano. Doni. 1/05.

(1) One Barn in Saughal Parva in ye sd. Parish of Shotwick 
consisting of 3 bays of building.

(2) One little Crcft adjoining to ye sd. Bam, being (as is sup 
posed) about \ a measure's sowing of Early.

(3) There be no Estates in ye Parish of Shotwick Tithe free 
that we know of. The Townships of Shotwick & Woodbank pay 
by Custom i s. ^d. for every Acre of Butt-land yt is mown therein 
& 2j.an Acre for Meadows mown. The Townships of Saughal 
Mag. & Saughal Par. pay by custom is. A,d. for every Acre of 
Ground, yt is mown in them. The Estate belonging to Capen- 
hurst Hall pays by Prescription los. in lieu of small Tithes and 
Tithe hay.

(4) The whole Parish of [Shotwick] pays [Tithe] in kind of 
Corn & all ye sd. Parish (except Capenhurst Hall) [also] pays 
Tithe in kind also of Flax, Hemp, Lamb, Wool, Gees, Pigs. 
The Township of Capenhurst (except ye Hall there afores'1 ) pays 
Tithe in kind of Hay. The Custom for Herbage throughout ye 
Parish is to pay ye roth part of ye yearly value of ye ground 
depastured, for a Cow & Calf one penny halfpenny, for a Barren 
Cow one penny, for Eggs one penny, for Garden one penny, for 
Smoke one penny, for Bees one penny, for a Colt four pence. 
For a Man & Wife four pence offering, for every single House 
keeper two pence offering.

The Barn & Croft & all ye [Tithe] moneys in liew of Tithes 
aboves'1 (except ye offerings) belong to ye D[ean & Ch]apter of 
Chester. The Offerings abovesd are paid to ye Curate of Shot 
wick.

1 Pewter Marks and Old Pewter Ware, by Christopher A. Mark- 
ham, F.S.A. London : Reeves & Turner, MCMIX.
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We know not of any augmentations to have been added to 
our Church.

J. HODSON, Cur't of Shotwick. 
JOHN HALE \ Wardens . 
THOMAS LARTON )

[No Date.]

The Parsons Reueneues are in the Parish, are from 
the Deane & Chapter Fifteene pounds, and from the 
Colloner' Witley that has a Lease of the Tithes of 
all the Parish from the Deane & Chapter the sume 
of five pounds the yeare (in all the sum'e of Twenty 
pounds the yeare) and offering money from every 
one that is at the age of Sixteen that Receues the 
Comun'ion two pence and about Fifteene or sixtene 
shilling from a Town in Great Nesston Parish that 
has Seats in the Parish Church of Shotwick the 
name of the Town is Ledsam. 

Witnes our hands :
JOHN DANIEL, 
WILLIAM HICCOCK.

INCUMBENTS OF SHOTWICK.

The compilation of an accurate list of the incum 
bents of a parish from early times is often a difficult 
task, and this is the case with Shotwick. Ormerod 
and his editor Helsby, remarking that it is unneces 
sary to say no institutions to this living are to be 
found in the Lichfield diocesan registers, and exa 
mining only the local parish registers and Piccope's 
notes in the Raines MSS., give a list of twenty-one 
incumbents between 15/1 and 1831 only. These 
have been marked (O.) in the following list. The 
plan pursued here has been to give the list as fully 
as possible from the material accessible, and to 
quote those passages in the various documents which 
induced the compiler to include the name.
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Henry de Eccles.

1333-4. Richard de Picton dwelling in Le Greves 
in Wyrehal and Alice his wife grant to Henry de 
Eccles, chaplain of Schetewyk, all their lands in Le 
Greve in Wyrehall, to be held of the chief lords. 
Witnesses Thomas de Mascy of Potinton, Richard 
de Hockenhul, Gilbert de Potinton, John de Capen- 
hurst, William the clerk, and others. [N.D., but
I333-4-]

1353. In 1353 Henry de Eccles, chaplain, with 
Henry Doune of Chester, Richard son of William 
de Stanney, and John son of Hugh de Stoke, 
entered into a recognisance for twenty pounds, with 
Adam de Wigan, sacristan of St. John's, Chester.

Gilbert Hesketh.

1449. Appears before the Mair of the cyte of 
Chester as priest of Shotewykke and gives evidence 
concerning the meres [boundaries] of the Lordship 
of Rufford, the only Lancashire possession of the 
Abbey of St Werburgh. 1 Foster, in his Pedigrees 
of Lancashire Families, shows a Gilbert Heskayth 
brother of the Lord of Heskaith about this time 
(c. 1400), but the sign of marriage and issue is 
placed against his name ; an illuminated pedigree 
on vellum, produced at the Herald's Visitation 
1613, now in the possession of Thomas Fermor- 
Hesketh of Rufford, Esq., also says he "marled 
and hadd yssue." 2 He seems to be the only Gilbert 
named in the ordinary pedigrees, and was living 
1400 to I42O,3 so that he would be sixty or seventy 
years of age in 1450. Hence it may have been a 
son of the same name who was then the priest at 
Shotwick.

1 Cheshire Sheaf, \. 193.
* Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Chcs., Ixil, Plate.
* V. C. //. Lanes., vi. 112, 121.
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Thomas Hande.

c. 1540. In the valuation of the Monastery of St. 
Werburgh, prepared at the dissolution, mention is 
made of "Thomas Hand lykewyse seruynge in the 
churche of Shotwyk" his wages as priest being 
CVJ..T. viijrf. 1

1541-2. "Dns Thomas Honde conductus per 
decanu et capl' ecclie cath' Cestrien'. D. Rogerius 
Carter ex stipendio Tho'e Alen." 2

1541-2. " To Thomas Honde Priest of Shotwicke 
last half yere [illegible]. To the same for this half 
year, XXVJ..T. viijrt'." 3

1548. " Decanus et Capl'm. Dns Thomas Hande, 
cur. Oils Rogerus Carter." 4

1554. Mentioned in the Bishop's Visitation Book 
Chester as " Dns Thomas Hande, cur."

John Carter. ((9.)

1562. " Mids[ummer] John Carter, conduct de 
Shotwick, xvjs. viijW." He is again mentioned 1567, 
1575, and is83. 5

1563. "Dns Johes Carter, cur." 8

1 Ormerod, i. 276.
~ Bishop's Visitation Book.
3 Cathedral Treasurer's Accounts. These accounts mention pay 

ments to Thomas Hand at sundry dates down to 1561. He is vari 
ously styled " Vicar," " Curate," and " Conduct." This last word 
means simply "paid," and here is equivalent to "stipendiary." Ur. 
J. C. Bridge, F.S.A., to whom the author is indebted for extracts from 
the treasurer's accounts, is of opinion the status of the incumbents of 
Shotwick was that of a perpetual curate in charge, and writes, " Such 
a title was then unknown, and so our treasurer calls the incumbents 
by various names, and first as Conducts. A Conduct at Chester was 
a singing man, and Chester is the only Cathedral where the term was 
used in that sense."

1 Bishop's Visitation Book.
6 Cathedral Treasurer's Accounts. See also Wirral N. &  Q,, 

ii. 67.
6 Bishop's Visitation Books.



54 Notes on Skottvick

1571. " Shotwicke, John Carter was curate here 
9 years since, I57I." 1

1587. Died in this year. See his monumental 
inscription, p. 32, and his will, in which he calls 
himself " curate."

John Barker.
1588. Signs a certificate of penance on a loose 

paper between pages of the Visitation Books, at 
date 2nd November 1588, as " Curat' cle Shotwick."

John Leach.
1589. "March, John Leach." 2

Robert Basford.
"Xmas 1589. Robert Bashford." 3
1592. Mentioned in proceedings in the Consistory 

Court as "Curat of Shottwicke" who performed a 
marriage without proclamation of banns. 4

John Langdale.
1597. " lo. Langdale diu" (half-salary) "celeb, 

apud Shotwicke." 5
1599-1605. Signs register transcript as curate. 

In 1600 is one of the prisers of the effects of his 
parishioner Margaret Davye.

Brian Dcane. 
1607. Signs register transcript as curate.

Peter Barker.

1608-9. Signs register transcript as curate. From 
1610 to 1625 a Peter Barker signs the registers of

1 Raines MSS., xiv. and xx. p. 60.
2 Cathedral Treasurer's Accounts.
3 Ibid.
* Wirral N. &* Q-, i. 48.
6 Cathedral Treasurer's Accounts.
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Overchurch; he also held the curacies of Brom-
borough and Bebington.

William Norcotte. (O.)

1610. Signs register transcript as curate; also in 
1611 and 1614. " Shotwicke 1610. Will. Nocotte 
Cur. of Shotwick. There 1614." '

Elmer Houghton.

1618. Earwaker MS. in Grosvenor Museum, 
Chester. 2

John Moran. 

1618. Signs register transcript as curate.

   Huett.

1622. Mr. Huett, Lectur' de Shotwick, contributes 
6s. Srf. towards the recovery of the Palatinate to the 
King; and on 25th October in the same year is 
presented " Con' Mgm. Huett for not wearing the 
surples, for not reading divine service but pre- 
posterouslie, for refusing the buriall of the dead & 
to xp'en [christen] infants." 3

Samuel Clarke.

1624-29. This well known Puritan divine was 
born Oct. loth, 1599, at Wolston in Warwickshire. 
His father, Hugh Clarke, who died in 1634, was 
vicar of Wolston for forty years. When seventeen 
years of age Samuel was entered at Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, and studied under Thomas 
Hooker. His first curacy was at Thornton le 
Moors. His ministrations at Shotwick were so

1 Raines MSS., xiv. and xx. p. 84.
2 Cheshire Sheaf, vi. p. 71.
3 Visitation Books.
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acceptable that people came six or seven miles to 
hear him, but he was compelled to leave his cure 
by a prosecution brought against him in the 
Chancellor's Court for the omission of ceremonies. 
He died at Isleworth, 25th December 1682, uni 
versally respected for his piety. His works, though 
little known, are both numerous and valuable. 1

Morgan Hopt on.

1629. Gives hearsay evidence before the Con 
sistory Court, Chester, as curate of Shotwick, aged 
twenty-six, regarding thefts in i6oi. 2

Thomas Trafford,

1630. Signs register transcript as minister.
1631. A marriage licence is addressed to him. 

Margaret d. of Thomas Trafford was baptized at 
Shotwick in 1637.

    Norcotte.

1634. Is presented "Con' Mgm. [blank] Nor 
cotte Curat' ib'm for not wearinge ye surplise . . for 
not readinge the booke of the King's libertie and 
sainge he would not read it. Monitur to publish 
it the next Saboth & to certify sub pena juris." 3 
His signature is not found in the register.

Thomas Yates.

1639. Signs register transcript as minister. 
1640-1-2. Marriage licences addressed to him 

over these years.

1 Cf. " Wirral Worthies," by the Rev. Francis Sanders, M.A., F.S.A., 
in Wirral Notes and Queries, vol. ii.; also Cheshire Sheaf, 3 S., i. 9 ; 
The Palatine Note Book, ii. 50.

2 Cheshire Sheaf, 3 S., i. 9.
3 Bishop's Visitation Book.
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William Ifewetson or Huitson.

1648. " The yeareley summe of fiftie pounds [to] 
be allowed . . . out of the profitts of the impropriate 
rectory of Shotwiche . . . to . . Mr. William 
Hewetson minister of the parish church of Shot- 
wicke . . ." *

1656-58. Augmentations of livings, Lambeth 
MSS. 968, p. 74 ; 980, p. 2 ; 995, No'. 31, pp. 66 & 
563; 993, No. 29, p. 127. In one of these docu 
ments, and in the will of Thomas Hiccock (see p. 32) 
he is called Hewetson, but elsewhere Huitson.

    Jcnkin.

1661 (i3th Sep.). A Chester marriage licence is 
addressed to " Revd. Jenkin, Clerk, Minister of 
Shotwick." 2

James Wood or Woods.

1662-63. From 28th February 1662-3 to iith 
April 1664 marriage licences are addressed to " Mr. 
Woods, Clerk, minister of Shotwick," " James 
Wood, clerk, minister of Shotwick," and "John 
Woods, clerk, curate of Shotwick." 3

Benjamin Harrison. (0.)

1669. Signs register transcript as curate. "Shot 
wick, 1669, Benjn. Harrison, cur. of Shotwick." 4 

1671. Excused for non-appearance.5

1 Plundered Ministers' Accounts (Record Soc. Lanes, and Ches. 
xxviii.) 199. This was confirmed 1656-57 (ibid., xxxiv. 174, 193). 

1 Record Soc. Lanes, and Ches., Ixv.
* Record Soc. Lanes, and Ches., Ixv.
* Raines MS., xiv. and xx., p. 92. 
' Bishop's Visitation Books.
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Francis Wood. (O.)
1672-75-76-79. Signs register transcript as 

minister. " 1672, Apr., Francis Wood, min. of 
Shotwick. There 1670."  ' 1672, Apr., Francis 
Wood, minr- of Shotwick, & 1679." J

After this incumbent Ormerod gives " Ralph 
Heath, June 1674 and October 1676," and in the 
Raines MSS. xiv. 310 and xx. 92 we find : " 1676, 
October, Ralph Heath, min. of Shotwick. There 
1674" ; and " 1676, October, Ralph Heath, minr - of 
Shotwick, and June 1674." Presumably Ormerod 
made his statement from these documents. Original 
documents in the Diocesan Registry give us the 
following facts :

1674. Francis Wood, Cl., is curate (Call Book). 
1674. R. Heath, Cl., curate, is presented. 2
1676. Rad. Heath, minr., is concerned in a presentment for 

an illegal marriage.2
1677. Francis Wood, CL, minister, and Ralph Heath, CL, 

curate and schoolmaster, are presented.2
1678. Ralph Heath, curate. 2

Ralph Heath nowhere signs the register, and on 
the above showing it seems doubtful if he should 
be included in the list of incumbents.

Joseph Kelsall. 

1685. Signs register transcript as minister.

Thomas Leftwich.

1691, 5 May. " Thomas Leftwich curatus ext. 1'ras 
Diaconatus p. Joannem Epm. Cestr. 23° Decembris 
1677, 1'ras Presbyteratus p. eundm. Epm. 21 
Decembris 1679."

1 Raines MS., xx. p. 92. The MS. has been altered, 1670 having 
been substituted for 1679.

2 Bishop's Visitation Books.
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1696. " Thomas Leftwich quondam Coll. Emanu- 
elis Cant.," as in 1691.*

Robert Janny. (O.)

1697-1703. Signs register transcript as curate. 
1701. " Robertus Jenny, Cl., Curatus, Idem ludi- 

magister." 2

John Hodson. (O.)

1704. Signs register transcript as curate.
1705. "Joannes Hodgson, Cl., curatus . . . ex- 

hibuit Fras Diaconatus p. Nicolaum, Cestr. Epm. 
25° Septembris 1698. Diaconatus [sic for Presby- 
teratus] p. eundm. Epm. 24° Septembris 1699." 3

Thomas Harvie* (O.)

1706-7-8. Signs register transcript as curate.
1709. "[  ] Harvey, CL, minister." "Wood- 

church. Thomas Harvey, A.B., exhibuit 1'ras 
Diaconatus p. Nicolaum Cestrien. Epm. datas 
I9mo Maij 1695, Presbyteratus p. eundm. Epm. 
22° Sep'bris 1706." "Shotwick. L'iam ad in-

1 Bishop's Visitation Books. In 1696-7 a Thomas Leftwich signs 
the transcript of Bruera, and appears in the Bishop's Visitation June 30, 
1696, as "curate " there.

2 Bishop's Visitation Book. Probably identical with Robert Janny, 
Curate of Overchurch ante 1705 to post 1716, who was son of Robert 
Janny, clerk, admitted sizar at St. John's College, Cambridge, 27 June 
1656, aged 18, having been born at Timperley in Bowden parish and 
bred at Dronfielcl. He was presented to Woodchurch by George 
Burches the patron, 1704, and deprived (reason not stated) in 1705. 
In the 1705-9-12 and 16 visitations he appears as Curate of Over- 
church. In the 1716 visitation he is stated to be 80 years old ; he 
died loth October 1719, and was buried at Birkenhead as " Minister 
of Birkenhead and Overchurch."

8 Bishop's Visitation Book. Signs terrier of glebe lands and tithes, 
.as curate, 1705. A "curate" of these names signs the transcripts 
of Bruera 1699-1701. Probably identical with John Hodson, rector 
of Thurstaston 1705-52.

* Not Harris, as in Ormerod.
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serviend'm Curae ai'rum in Eccl'ia de Shotwick 
per eundm. Epm. 23° Sept'bris 1706 p'rd." *

Edward For shall. (O.) 

1709-10-11. Signs register transcript as curate.

John Pliccock? (O.)

1712-18. Signs register transcript as curate.
1712, 8 July. " Jo'es Hiccock [' Ed'rus Forshall ' 

struck out] A.B. exht. 1'ras Diaconatus p. Gulm. 
Cestr. Epm. 23° Sept'bris 1711. Presbyteratus p. 
eund'm Epm. 6° July 1712. L'ram ad inserviend'm 
Curee ai'rum in Eccl'ia de Shotwick 7° July 1712 
per eund'm Epm." 3

1716. Exhibits as before.

James Copland, B.A.

1719-20. Signs register transcript as curate. 
Nominated 1719 on the death of John Hiccock.

Thomas Aston. (0.)

1722-31. Signs register transcript as minister.
1731-7. Signs original register as minister.
He was nominated 1722 on the cession of James 

Copland; in 1721 he signs the Shotwick transcript, 
" Tho. Aston, Curat. Eccl'iae de Pulford." On the 
25th August 1725 "Thomas Aston Cl. Curatus 
exh't li'am ad inserviend'm Curse ai'arum ibm. (ad 
noiac'oem Decani et Capituli Cest.) per Fran'cum

1 Bishop's Visitation Book.
2 Stoak Register "Mr. John Hickock Cler. of Shotwick bur. 

jobr 14, 1719." For some reason " December" (?) has been smudged 
out and "jobr 14" substituted. It evidently means December I4th, 
as November 25th 1719 occurs before it and Jan. 25 after it; all the 
other entries in this year are in chronological order. (Information 
of the Rev. W. F. John Timbrell.)

3 Bishop's Visitation Books.
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Cestr. Epm. 4° Aug't' 1722. Exh't etiam 1'ras 
Diaconatus p. Gul. Cestrien. Epm. 25° Septemb. 
1709. Presbyteratus p. eund'm 4° Junij 1710." 
In 1728, 1733, and 1738 he is styled "Minister." 1 
This incumbent died 22 December 1739, aged 58, 
and was buried at Shotwick.

Thomas Wrench, M.A. (0.}

1739. Helsby-Ormerod gives this as the year of 
appointment.

1742. He "appears" on 7 July.2
1747, June 17. "Thomas Wrench, Cl., M.A., 

exhibited his orders of Deacon by Samuel, Lord 
Bishop of Chester, 24 Dec. 1732. Priest by the 
same Bishop 23 Dec. 1733, and a Licence to serve 
the office of Curate in the Parish Church of St. 
Peter, in the City of Chester, 25 Dec. 1732, by the 
sd Bishop, on which is endorsed his consent for his 
removal to Shotwick, 14 Oct. 1741, together with 
a Certificate of his Subscription by the same Bishop 
25 Dec. 1732." 3

John She-well, B.A. 

1750. Nomination at Diocesan Registry.

Jonathan Johnson. (O.) 

1754. Appeared at the visitation. 4

Charles Francis. (O.) 

1760. Charles Francis, CL, minister. 5

1 Bishop's Visitation Books.
2 Bishop's Visitation Book.
3 Bishop's Visitation Book.
' Bishop's Visitation Book. In Ormerod the name is John Johnson.
6 Bishop's Visitation Books.
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Stephen Reay. (O.)

1763. Nomination at Diocesan Registry. Dec. 
17, Licensed by the Rev. Archdeacon Ward at the 
nomination of the Dean and Chapter of Chester 
(Act Book). He signs the register to 1775 ; 
perhaps further.

1766. "Stephen Wray (sic), Cl., Minister ex'ted 
his orders of priest by Edmund, Bishop of Chester, 
20 Sep. 1760, Licence [by same] 17 Dec. 1763. " l

1778. Makes a return to the Bishop's articles of 
inquiry, and describes himself as " Licensed Dec. 17, 
1763 ; Deacon, Sept. 24, 1758, E. Chester; Priest 
Sept. 21, 1760, E. Chester."

1804. He "appears" at the visitations of 1769,
1778. 1783. 1794. T 799. iSo4; 2

1808. He died 28 April in this year, and was 
buried at Shotwick, having been 45 years minister 
there. His wife Joice was buried in the same tomb 
as the Rev. Mr. Aston. Stephen Reay had a son 
of same names, baptized at Shotwick in 1764, who 
died 14 February 1789, aged 25.

Mascie Domville Taylor, B.A. (O.)

1808. Nomination at Diocesan Registry. He 
was ordained Priest 20 Sept. 1807, as of Brazenose 
College, Oxford, and on same date licensed to the 
Perpetual Curacy of Bromborough (Act Book), and 
on 5 May 1808 to the curacy of Shotwick.3 He 
was second son of Mascie Taylor, of Lymme, Esq., 
and was baptized there 29 July 1783, and, dying 
9 Oct. 1845, was buried in Chester Cathedral.

1811. He is again mentioned as curate of Shot 
wick, 4 and in this year makes a return to Bishop 
Bowyer Edward Sparke's articles of enquiry, from

1 Bishop's Visitation Book. 2 Visitation Book. 
3 Visitation Book. 4 Visitation Book.
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which it appears he was a minor canon of Chester, 
resided there, and had only been appointed to Shot- 
wick temporarily. Ormerod says : " Resigned for 
Moreton Corbet, May 15, 1812."

Thomas Ward, B.A. (O.)

1812. Nomination at Diocesan Registry. Li 
censed 13 Oct. 1812, on the resignation of Mascie 
Domville Taylor, B.A. (Act Book).

1817. Mentioned as Perpetual Curate of Shot- 
wick in The Clerical Guide for this year. Bur. in 
Chester Cathedral 20 Feb. 1818.

Peploe William Hamilton, M.A. (O.)

1818. Nomination at Diocesan Registry. Li 
censed 15 Aug. 1818 on the death of Rev. Thomas 
Ward, B.A. (Act Book). His licence, as entered 
in the Act Book, calls him Peploe William Ward ; 
doubtless a clerical error.

1822. Oct. 23 " Palace Chester. The Revd 
Peploe William Hamilton, M.A., curate of Shot- 
wick . . . appeared personally before me and re 
signed unto my hands th/i said curacy, which was 
thereupon declared by us to be void. GEO. H. 
CHESTER" (Act Book). Ormerod says: " Resig. 
Jan. 17, 1822, for Guilden Sutton."

Richard Carter, B.D. (O.)

1822. Licensed 26th October 1822 on the resig 
nation of the Rev. Peploe William Hamilton, B.A, 
Ormerod says: "Bur. Sep. 7, 1828, ait. 73." He 
appears in The Clerical Guide, published 1829, as 
perpetual curate.
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James Maingy. (0.)
1829. Licensed 6 Jan. 1829 on the death of the 

Rev. Richard Carter, clerk (Act Book). Ormerod 
says : " Resig. Oct. 9, 1830, for Stanhope, Durham."

James Cottingham, B.A. (O.)
1831. 20 Apl. Licensed to the perpetual curacy 

of Shotwick on the resignation of the Rev. James 
Maingy, clerk (Act Book). His monumental in 
scription in the church (see p. 36) states that he was 
fifty-nine years vicar of the parish, and died on the 
nth of October 1890.

The Hon. Charles Francis Cross, M.A.
1890. Presented to the vicarage on the death of 

the Rev. James Cottingham. (Presentations, Dio 
cesan Registry.)

1891. 19 January. Licensed to the vicarage 
and parish of Shotwick on the death of the Rev. 
James Cottingham, B.A. He was inducted same 
date by the Venerable Edward Barber, clerk, M.A., 
rector of St. Bridget with St. Martin in the city of 
Chester.

He is fourth son of Sir Richard Assheton Cross, 
P.C., G.C.B., G.C.S.I., D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S., 
Viscount Cross of Broughton-in-Furness, co. Lane., 
by his wife. Georgiana, third daughter of Thomas 
Lyon, D.L., of Appleton Hall, co. Chester. Edu 
cated Trin. Coll. Camb. B.A. 1882, M.A. 1886. 
Curate of St. John the Baptist's, Chester, 1884 ; 
New Brighton, 1887-1891. Now vicar of Stretton 
and rural dean of Frodsham.

George Davis White, B.A.
1897. Presented on the resignation of Rev. 

Charles Francis Cross, M.A. (Presentations, Dio-
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cesan Registry.) Instituted 12 Feb. 1897, on the 
cession of the Hon. and Rev. Charles Francis Cross, 
M.A. Inducted 20 February following by the Rev. 
Gerald Campbell Dicker, M.A., vicar of St. John's, 
Birkenhead, whose sister he married. Educated 
at St. John's Coll., Camb. B.A. 1877. Curate of 
St. John's, Birkenhead, 1890-95 ; New Brighton, 
1895-79. Now vicar of St. Luke's, Lower Tran- 
mere.

Frederick Ray Wansbrough, M.A., B.D.

1902. Presented on the cession of the Rev. Geo. 
Davis White, B.A. (Presentations, Diocesan Re 
gistry.) Instituted 25 April 1902. Inducted on 
the same day by the Rev. Samuel Cooper Scott, 
M.A., vicar of St. John the Baptist's, Chester. Mr. 
Wansbrough is late scholar of Hatfield Hall, 
Durham, L.Th. 1880, B.A. 1881, M.A. 1886, B.D. 
1897. Curate of Ashton-on-Mersey, 1880-1 and 
1884-86; St. John the Baptist, Chester, 1881-84 ; 
St. Saviour, Hoxton, 1886-87 > Holy Trinity, Ley- 
tonstone, 1887-88; chaplain (A.C1.S.) of Madura, 
S. India, 1888-90; incumbent (S.P.G.) of Stanger, 
S. Africa, 1890-1 ; curate of Bradenham, Oxon., 
1891-93; vicar of Burwardsley and chaplain to 
Lord Tollemache, 1893-1902.

Some light on the condition of the parish nt the 
end of the eighteenth century and beginning of the 
nineteenth is afforded by the answers of the incum 
bents to the Bishop's visitation inquiries, referred 
to above.

Thus, in 1778, Mr. Reay said there were 138 
houses in the five villages within the parish, but no 
family of note, except one, the head of which was 
styled "esquire." There were "five persons pro 
fessing Popery, of common rank,"and "two families

E
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who call themselves Independents and one of 
Quakers, persons of common rank in life," but these 
numbers showed no increase since 1763, and no 
meeting-house existed. The incumbent resided 
constantly in a house purchased with Queen Anne's 
Bounty, .£400 having been given in 1763. Divine 
service was duly performed twice every Lord's Day 
in the church, with sermon each time, and prayers 
were read " on most of the principal holy days." 
Children and servants were catechised on the Sun 
days after Easter. " The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper is administered four times in the year," the 
number of communicants being from 60 to 70. 
There were no charitable endowments, and the only 
school was one kept by the curate for " quarter- 
pence."

The same incumbent, in 1789, reported that there 
were then only two persons " professing Popery," 
who attended the chapel adjoining Puddington 
Hall. The two families of Independents, who were 
" in fact Antinomians," held their ground, and 
another family had joined them; "some few 
Methodists " were also known. The Independents 
had recently obtained a licence from the justices, 
and James Appleton taught a school for them in 
Saughall Magna. The Methodists had no regular 
teacher, and, adds the incumbent, " their number 
and influence is of late much diminished ; the means 
of which it is not easy to ascertain, except it be 
that people of their own accord see through the 
imposture"  a characteristic eighteenth-century 
touch. The number of communicants had declined, 
being between 40 and 50.

In 1811 there were two families of note, those of 
Richard Richardson and Knyvitt Bennett, esquires. 
There were "no Papists," but "many Dissenters." 
The incumbent, being a minor canon of the Cathe 
dral, resided in Chester. Three augmentations had
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been received from Queen Anne's Bounty, and 
some money had been given to the poor.

SUOTNVICK HALL.

Shotwick Hall, a picturesque red-brick gabled 
mansion, formerly the residence of the Hockenhulls, 
stands within its walled garden down the lane run 
ning towards Puddington ; and, from the arms, 
initials, and date over one of the mantelpieces, must 
have been built in 1662 by Joseph Hockenhull, who 
died in 1679, and lies buried in the chancel of the 
church within the altar rails,

A flagged walk from the gateway leads to the 
porch with its massive door, admitting one to a 
large square hall, the tiled floor of which is orna 
mented with a pattern stained by means of dock 
leaves, in the old-fashioned way. Opposite the door 
is a Jacobean staircase of oak, while the plaster 
work above it is decorated with boldly executed 
fleurs-de-lys in relief and grotesque representations 
of some animal now smothered in whitewash ; the 
tail of the animal is curled over the back, as in the 
case of a lion passant; but the head and neck 
resemble those of a horse.

On the left of the staircase ticks a grandfather's 
clock. On the right a door leads to a cellar, where 
a spring rises between the flags.

In the parlour, to the right, there is a carving 
over the mantelpiece, disfigured by successive coats 
of paint ; in the centre are the arms of Hockenhull 
of Hockenhull and Shotwick, with helm and mant 
let, viz. Crest on a wreath, party per fesse, Argent 
and Or, a buck's head and neck erased, attired Or, 
pierced through the nostrils with a dart in bend of 
the last, feathered Argent, barbed Azure. Arms  
Quarterly, i and 4, a plain cross [Shotwick] ; 2 and 
3, Argent, an ass's head erased Sable [Hockenhull].


