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LANCASTER JOTTINGS II

THE EARLIEST RECORDERS

I N vol. Ixiv. of the Society's Transactions was 
noticed the occurrence of a recorder of Lan 

caster as early as 1488; his name was Thomas 
Bolron, and he no doubt came of the local family 
which had supplied the first known mayor a century 
and a half before. The formal appointment is dated 
26th March 1478, as appears from the document 
translated below. It will be observed that in it the 
title "recorder " is not used. Further, it shows that 
one Robert Ambrose had previously held the same 
office. From the phrase used -pro fideli (or, bono) 
consilio suo it would appear that his duties were 
rather those of a modern town clerk than of a re 
corder. The original is at the Public Record Office 
 Duchy of Lancaster Ancient Deeds, L noS. It 
reads:

Let all men know by these presents that we Simon Thomlynson, 
mayor of the town of Lancaster, with the consent, assent and 
common voice of all the burgesses and bailiffs and community 
of the said town, at our chief court held at Lancaster on the 
Thursday after Easter in the i8th year of King Edward IV, have 
granted and confirmed to Thomas Bolleron, our beloved in 
Christ, a yearly rent, fee or pension of 6,r. 8<f., in consideration of 
his faithful counsel given to us and hereafter to be given; which 
sum is to be taken from the customs, profits, tolls and revenues 
of the said town by the hands of the bailiffs and their successors 
from year to year at Easter and Michaelmas terms in equal 
portions. The said Thomas Bolleron is to have and hold the 
aforesaid yearly rent, fee or pension of 6s. 8a. of lawful English 
money for the term of his life in the same form as Robert 
Ambros lately held and occupied the said fee, rent or pension.
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In witness whereof we have caused the common seal of our town 
aforesaid to be appended to these letters patent. Given in our 
said court the day and year above recited.

Robert Ambrose must have resigned his office, 
for in 1482 he with Richard Burton, vicar of Lan 
caster, and Ralph Grenebank, chaplain, was acting 
as arbitrator in a local dispute. 1 Possibly he died 
about 1485, John, son and heir of Robert Ambrose, 
then applying for a writ; 2 or he may have been the 
Robert Ambrose of Lowick whose widow, Joan, in 
1500 recovered custody of his land and heir.3 
Another Robert Ambrose occupied Byrewath, near 
Garstang, in 1496.*

SEAL

After the formal statement that the above deed 
was sealed with " the common seal of the vill," it is 
disappointing to find that the seal appended, one of 
red wax, about i \ inch in diameter, bears nothing but 
a fleur-de-lys poorly executed, without any legend 
whatever to identify it. This seems to be certain, 
though the edge is somewhat broken away. 5

MAYORS

A few names may be added to the list of mayors 
given in former volumes.6 Thus William Sclaiter 
was called Mayor of Lancaster in a suit at the 
Spring Assizes 1524.' John Standish, mayor, 
Nicholas Bennison and Richard Southworth, bailiffs, 
were plaintiffs in 1527, claiming money under a bond 
which the defendants had entered into not to remove

1 Duchy of Lane. Ancient Deeds, L 1024.
2 Lancashire Final Concords (Rec. Soc.), iii. 168.
3 V. C. H. Lanes., viii. 361.
4 Ibid., vii. 319 note.
5 See Transactions, Ixiii. 177.
6 ibid., 175 ; Ixiv. 324 ; Ixv. 192.
7 Pal. of Lane. Plea Roll, 135, m. 19.
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the goods of Lawrence Starky, esq., in the New 
Place in Lancaster. 1 Standish was mayor again in 
August 1542 and Lent I543- 2 At the beginning 
of Elizabeth's reign the mayors were several times 
appointed to act as assistants to the judges at the 
assizes. John Huetson, mayor, so acted in the 
spring of 1560 and in the following year ; 8 William 
Coltman, mayor, at both assizes in 1562 ; 4 Ranulf 
Gilpin, mayor, in August I563; 5 and William 
Bateson, mayor, in Lent and August I564. 6

CHURCH AFFAIRS

Nicholas Forton was chaplain of John Gardiner's 
chantry in the parish church in 1523,' having been 
appointed about I5ig.8 A non-ecclesiastical use 
of a church appears in a pleading of August 1525, 
when Richard Hudilston was bound to pay Mar 
garet, widow of William Hudilston, certain sums of 
money, part of her dower, "at Lancaster in the 
church of the Freres at the altar called the Holy 
Prior altar." 9

The accompanying plan, about half the size of the 
original, is taken from a large detailed plan of the 
parish church and churchyard made in 1819 by Peter 
Jackson. In the previous year a piece of land had 
been added to the churchyard, and this was no 
doubt the reason for making a detailed survey, with 
each burial space clearly denned. The whole forms 
a roll kept in the vestry, and the portion where the

1 Pal. of Lane. Plea Roll, 142, m. 2 ; 145, m. 22. There was a cross 
suit ; ibid., m. i^d.

3 Ibid., 175, m. 15 ; 174, m. 15. 
3 Ibid., 207, m. i ; 209, m. i. 
1 Ibid., 211, m. i ; 212, m. i. 
6 Ibid., 214, m. i. 
6 Ibid., 215, m. i ; 216, m. I. 
' Ibid., 133, m. 6d.
8 V. C. H. Lanes., viii. 31 note.
9 Pal. of Lane. Plea Roll, 141, m. 9.
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church stands is here reproduced by permission of 
the churchwardens, Messrs. J. H. Thurstan and 
R. Stanton.

It is of importance as showing the building before 
the numerous changes of the last hundred years. 
The following notes may be given :

A. The tower, built in 1759, is not accurately drawn, for its 
eastern wall is quite distinct from the western wall of the nave. 
The original tower was more to the north ; it is shown in the view 
of the town by Buck.
£.  The font.
C. The large pew in the centre of the aisle. It was called 

Noah's Ark. From the Vestry Books it appears that on 8th 
January 1825 a memorial was presented to the vestry by William 
Maychell and John Fell, acting on behalf of themselves and eight 
others claiming to be proprietors of a seat or pew known by the 
name of Noah's Ark, stating that they had been deprived of the 
use thereof 4 months in consequence of its removal from its 
situation near the pulpit (where, they stated, it had stood from 
time immemorial) to the vestry door, where a possibility of 
hearing the service was nearly excluded, and requesting that the 
said seat might be replaced, or that they should be fully compen 
sated. The memorialists being asked to take the sum of 30.?. each 
as compensation, the proposal was accepted. 1 The two church 
wardens' pews at the back may also be seen on the plan. They 
were raised above the aisle, and entered by three or four steps.

D. The pulpit, then a tall "three-decker" dominating the 
interior. The pulpit proper, carved in 1619, is still used, but 
has been reduced in height and now stands on the opposite side 
of the nave, and farther east.

E. The communion table. It will be noticed that it stands 
against a screen which cuts off the easternmost bay of the church. 
It seems likely that the screen represents the mediaeval arrange 
ment, so that the subsidiary altars of St. Thomas of Canterbury 
(or St. Mary), St. Patrick, and possibly St. Nicholas would occupy 
the bay.

F. The old vestry.
G. The consistory court, where wills were proved, &c. This 

was removed in 1828 to a new building made for the purpose on 
the north side of the chancel.

H. The old position of the priest's door, in the third bay 
from the east end, as shown in the drawing of the church on 
Mackreth's plan of 1778. That position favours the supposition

1 Printed in the Lancaster Guardian.
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that the high altar had in pre-Reformation days stood at E. 
The door has since been removed to the next bay to the east.

/. The porch. Mr. Roper says this was built in 1816, but 
there was a similar one before that, as shown in the drawing of 
1778. The present porch was built in 1903.

K. The sun-dial. This remains unaltered.

The earliest distinct picture of the church is that 
of the south side, engraved in the upper corner of 
Mackreth's plan, mentioned above. This is repro 
duced here. Of the interior there does not seem to 
be any view earlier than a lithograph published 
about 1860. This shows that the three-decker 
pulpit was still in its old position. In the Binns 
Collection (ii. 52) in the Liverpool Free Library 
there is a "plan and elevation" of the pews in the 
nave of about the same time.

THE ROMAN NAME OF LANCASTER

At a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on 28th January 1885, a 
paper on the above much discussed matter by M. 
Robert Mowat, secretary of the National Society of 
Antiquaries of France, was read by Dr. Hodgkin.1 
Founding upon the inscription on the milestone 
discovered at Caton in 1803 

IMP. CAES
TR. HADRIA 
AVG. P. M. T. P. 
COS. III. P. P.

M. P. III.

the writer argued that the reversed K in the last 
line was so written in order to direct attention to it. 
It stands where there should be the name of the 
town from which the 3 miles recorded were measured

1 Proceedings, ii. 13.
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 in this case no doubt the Roman camp at Lan 
caster. Hence he inferred that the Roman name 
of the place was then Castra simply, so that the 
last line might be read thus : KASTRIS MILLIA PASSVVM 
TRIA.

A RECENT DISCOVERY

In November 1914, in digging in the vicarage 
garden on the north side of the nave of the parish 
church, there was uncovered a fragment of a wall 
about 3 feet wide, running north. A few feet to 
the east of it a fireplace was found, with a flue or 
drain below, running north and south. Close to 
the wall were picked up about twenty Northumbrian 
stycas ; also a copper coin of Diocletian.


