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ECCLESTON CHURCH IN LEYLAND 

By F. H. Cheetham

Read 2nd March 1911.

THE earliest reference to Eccleston Church in 
Ley land Hundred hitherto discovered is dated 

in 1094, when a moiety of it 1 was granted by Roger 
of Poitou to the Abbey of St. Martin of Se"es,a the 
grant being afterwards confirmed by John, Count 
of Mortain, about the year ago.3 No part of the 
existing building goes back as far as the twelfth 
century, though some fragments, hereafter referred 
to, belong probably to a building older than the 
present one.4

The greater part of the fabric apparently belongs 
to the fourteenth century, in which period the 
present chancel, nave, and tower were erected. 
Nearly all the original detail has disappeared in

1 Medietatem ecclesiae de Acyleton.
a Roper, Lancaster Church, 9. (Chatham Society, new series, 

xxvi., 1894.)
3 Ibid., p. 13.
4 In the Manchester Diocesan Directory it is stated that the church 

existed in 1182, and was rebuilt in 1640. What authority there is for 
these dates I have not been able to discover. Inquiry in 1909 threw 
little light on the subject. The dates as to the foundation, building, 
enlargement, &c., of parish churches were first inserted in the 
Directory in 1876, but the editor could not discover the source of the 
information concerning the rebuilding of Eccleston Church in 1640. 
" I imagine," he wrote to me, " that it has been inserted from the 
deed of consecration. I think you can assume that the dates have 
been inserted with-considerable care, as I very seldom find mistakes." 
Notwithstanding, I venture to think there is an error here, for there 
is nothing in the fabric itself which suggests seventeenth-century 
workmanship.
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consequence of later reconstructions and restora 
tions, but the chancel and tower arches and the 
belfry windows are of fourteenth-century type ; and 
the two windows on the north side of the chancel, 
one of which has been restored, appear to have 
belonged to the same period. The south aisles of 
both chancel and nave, together with the porch, 
are probably additions of the end of the fifteenth 
or early years of the sixteenth century.

Though this paper is concerned chiefly with the 
fabric, it will perhaps be advisable to say some 
thing, first, as to the early history of the church at 
Eccleston. As already stated, one moiety was in 
1094 granted to S£es Abbey, represented here by 
the cell or Priory of Lancaster. About the year 
1240 the other moiety was given to Lancaster 
Priory. 1 In all the deeds but one the "church" 
(ecclesia) of Eccleston is spoken of, but in an un 
dated charter of John de la Mare, probably c. 1250, 
concerning the patronage of Croston, 2 the " chapel" 
(capella) of Eccleston is referred to. There was 
apparently some uncertainty as to its status towards 
the end of the thirteenth or beginning of the four 
teenth century, the Rector of Croston endeavouring 
to establish his right to it as a chapel depending 
on his church. A judgment of the Bishop of 
Coventry and Lichfield, pronounced at Ormskirk 
in 1317, sets forth that the Rector of Croston, 
" pretending that the church of Eccleston pertained 
to the right and property of his church of Croston, 
and depended on the same as a chapel upon the 
mother church, often disturbed and also molested 
Master Ralph de Tunstall, Rector of the church of 
Eccleston, concerning the right which he has and 
had in the same, and concerning the liberty of the 
said church." Both parsons had been summoned

1 Roper, op. cit., 9, 13, 22, 24, 26,28, 1 14, 441, and 446. 
1 Ibid., p. 24.
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before the Bishop, and Master Ralph seems to have 
had considerably the best of it. His pleading de 
clared the church of Eccleston to be a parish church, 
" administered by itself and not depending upon any 
other," having had proper bounds and limitations 
from a time " of which memory runneth not to the 
contrary." He himself had been admitted to the 
church of Eccleston by the diocesan, and canonically 
instituted as Rector in the same ; and he had pos 
sessed it quietly and peacefully for some time, when 
Master William of Lancaster, Rector of Croston, 
appeared on the scene, pretending, "by no means 
truthfully," that the said church of Eccleston was a 
chapel of his church of Croston. He craved judg 
ment to be pronounced in favour of the right of 
the church of Eccleston, and asked that Master 
William of Croston be prohibited from molestation 
and disturbance, and that " perpetual silence be 
placed upon him." The record proceeds :

To which things the proctor, by way of contesting the litigation, 
affirmatively answered that the things narrated as they are nar 
rated are true, asserting that the said church of Eccleston was 
and is a parish church not depending upon the said church of 
Croston, and so it was reputed and held from olden time, and 
nothing else has he heard commonly up to this time; never 
theless the said Master Ralph exhibited and showed before us 
various instruments of the foundation of the Priory of Lancaster, 
to which the right of patronage of the said church of Eccleston 
is known to pertain, and letters of E . . -,1 of good memory, 
formerly Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, and other muni 
ments.

The result was that the Rector of Croston's claim 
was decisively rejected. The claim of Master 
Ralph was found to be sufficiently founded and 
proved, that the church of Eccleston was from old 
time administered by itself, and in no wise depended 
on the church of Croston ; and the Rector of Croston 
and his successors were sentenced to desist from

1 An error.
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disturbing and molesting the Rector of Eccleston, 
perpetual silence being imposed upon them.1

In 1330, John Travers, parson of the church of 
Eccleston, was summoned at Westminster to answer 
to Ralph, Prior of Lancaster, " concerning a plea 
that he render him forty shillings which are in 
arrear to him, in respect to an annual rent of twenty 
shillings which he owes him." The parson ad 
mitted that he was bound to the Prior in the annual 
rent of twenty shillings, the evidence showing that 
the Priory of Lancaster was seised of this sum as 
annual rent for the church of Eccleston, "from a 
time whence memory runneth not." Travers had 
" withdrawn " the rent two years before, and refused 
and " as yet refuses to render it," for what reason 
we are not told. The Prior claimed iocs, damages 
besides the two years' rent, but on gaining his case 
he remitted the damages. The Rector was fined.

The early Rectors of Eccleston, at any rate from 
1299 down to 1337, were presented by the Priory 
of Lancaster, but during the wars with France, in 
the reign of Edward III. and after, the King was 
accustomed to seize the temporalities of alien monas 
teries, and thus, in 1337, 1369, 1399, 1403, 1408, 
and 1430 the Rectors of Eccleston were presented 
by the Crown. This royal usurpation, however, 
does not seem always to have been submitted to 
without a struggle, for John Thoralby, presented in 
1403, was long harassed by appeals. 2 By an Act 
of Parliament passed in 1416 all the alien priories 
were declared forfeit to the King, and in 1430 the 
advowson of Croston was granted by the Crown to 
Sir Thomas Stanley, whose successors continued 
to present till 1596, when Thomas Lathom of Par- 
bold purchased the rectory from the sixth Earl of 
Derby. The Lathoms held it for about a century, 
and it has since been sold several times. The pre-
1 Roper, op. cit,, 441-43. " Victoria History of Lancashire, vi. 159.
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sent patron is the Rector, in succession to his 
father, William Bretherton, of Runshaw. 1

The list of Rectors is a long one, forty-two names 
occurring in a period of about 650 years, which 
gives an average of something like 15^ years for 
each Rector. At several periods, however, the 
incumbents followed in rapid succession, the Rectory 
of Eccleston apparently having been regarded as a 
stepping-stone to further promotion. It was also 
very frequently held with other benefices, many of 
the Rectors being non-resident, and some perhaps 
having never set foot inside the parish. This was 
probably so in the case of Dr. Layton.

RECTORS OF ECCLESTON :
C. I2IO

OC.I2<)2

I299

1410

1319

1320

1321

1322

1334

1337

1369

1399

1401

1403

1408

143° 

143° 

1463 

1467 

I478 

1481-

John de Attilgre. 
Richard.
William de Lancaster. 
Ralph de Tunstall. 
Richard de Wamberge. 
Nicholas de Sheppey. 
John de Ellerker. 
John Travers. 
Peter Giles. 
Henry de Haydock. 
William de Hexham. 
Thomas de Langton. 
Roger Tidiman. 
John Thoralby. 
George Radcliffe. 
John Mapleton. 
Hugh Huyton. 
Edward Mascy. 
Roger Standish. 
Gilbert Shirlacres. 

 2 James Stanley, jr.

1485 Ralph Blacklache. 
1493 William Wall. 
1511 Peter Bradshaw. 
1541 Richard Layton, LL.D. 
1544 John Moody.3 
1562-3 Gilbert Towneley. 
1601 Adam Rigby, M.A. 
1627 Edward Brouncker, D.D. 
1628-9 Richard Parr, D.D. 
1644 Edward Gee. 
1660 Thomas Mallory, D.D. 
1671-2 Robert Picketing, M.A. 
1704 James Egerton. 
1706 John Mercer, M.A. 
1736 John Pearson. 
1740 John Douglas, M.A. 
1766 Thomas Walker. 
1770 Thomas Whitehead, M.A. 
1812 William Yates, M.A. 
1854 John Sparling, M.A. 
1883 H. W. Bretherton, M.A.

1 Victoria History of Lancashire. Mr. Bretherton died in April 
1911. His successor is the Rev. T. A. Walton, B.A.

2 The list of Rectors is given by the courtesy of the editors of the 
Victoria History of Lancashire, to whom I am also indebted for much 
other information incorporated in this paper.

3 " Se' John Mauldie, parson of Eccleston," was buried at Orms- 
kirk, 16th October 1562, having in July of that year answered a call 
to Wigan. See Chetham Society, cxiii. 128, and Ormskirk Parish 
Register (Lanes. Par. Reg. Soc., xiii.), 138.
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Of these the best-known name is that of Dr. 
Richard Layton, the famous visitor of the religious 
houses. He was appointed by the Bishop of 
Durham, but only held the living for three years. 1 
Other names of more than merely local interest are 
those of James Stanley, afterwards Warden of 
Manchester and Bishop of Ely ; Dr. Parr, who 
became Bishop of Sodor and Man, continuing, how 
ever, to hold the Rectory of Eccleston till his death 
in 1643 ; and Edward Gee. All these have a 
place in the Dictionary of National Biography. 
Parr is included by Fuller among his Lancashire 
worthies. Gee took a leading part amongst the 
Presbyterians of the county, and signed the " Har 
monious Consent" of 1648 as "minister of the 
gospel at Eccleston." He was the author of a 
Treatise on Prayer and The Divine Right of Civil 
Magistrates, and died in 1660 at Eccleston, where 
he is buried.

A chantry was founded at the end of the fifteenth 
or early in the sixteenth century by the Earl of 
Derby and William Wall. The exact year of the 
foundation is not known, but Wall was Rector from 
August 1493 till April 1511, and it was probably 
at the time of the foundation of the chantry that 
the south aisles of the chancel and nave were built. 
In 1535 Lawrence Halliwell was the cantarist, and 
his name occurs again at the confiscation of 1548, 
when he was eighty years of age. It is likely, 
therefore, that he was appointed at the time of the 
foundation.

The value of the rectory in 1291 was £12, but 
by 1534 it had risen to ^"28, :6s. In 1650 the 
parsonage house, glebe, and mill were valued at

1 Richard Layton paid his first-fruits as Rector of Eccleston, 33 
Henry VIII. In an episcopal visitation, August 1551, the name of 
" Mr. Doctor Layton, rect.," is erased, and John Modie written over 
it. Piccope MSS., x. 156, quoted in Chetham Society, cxiii. 128.
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.£30 a year and the tithes at ,£140, but out of this 
the Rector paid ^50 to a curate at Douglas Chapel 
(Parbold), at the south end of the parish. In 1720 
the value of the rectory was .£260, and it is now 
given as ,£835.

The old parish of Eccleston comprises the four 
townships of Eccleston, Heskin, Wrightington, and

Parbold, and is about 5^ miles long from north to 
south, with an average width of 2\ miles, varying from 
i£ miles in Heskin in the middle, to about 3^ miles 
in Wrightington and Parbold in the south. The 
north half, which consists of the townships of Eccles 
ton and Heskin, is flat and pastoral, but further 
south the ground rises to a height of over 400 feet
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above the sea, forming part of the range of hills, 
including Harrock Hill and Parbold Beacon, which 
shut in the Douglas Valley at this point on its north 
side. The river Douglas forms the south boundary 
of the parish, and the river Yarrow crosses it at the 
north end, about half a mile from the boundary.

THE CHURCH
The Church of St. Mary* is situated at the north 

end of the parish, close to the south bank of the 
Yarrow, and about 5 miles away from the south 
boundary. It is not surprising, therefore, that a 
chapel came to be built in the Douglas Valley to 
serve that end of the parish, from which the road 
to the church lay over or round the intervening 
hilly ground. The church is only a little over i^ 
miles to the east of the parish church of Croston, 
which is situated on the opposite bank of the Yarrow, 
lower down. The proximity of the two buildings 
to one another, and their distance from other parts 
of their own parishes, is worthy of remark, though 
such a disposition in the site of ancient parish 
churches is not uncommon, another noticeable ex 
ample in Lancashire occurring at St. Michael's-on- 
Wyre and Garstang. At Eccleston the church 
stands not only to the north of the parish, but con 
siderably to the north of the village of Eccleston 
itself, being situated in quite .rural surroundings 
at some distance from the nearest house. The 
village, however, has spread southwards, and is now 
almost continuous with Eccleston Green.

The building stands some 20 yards to the south 
of the river bank, and the churchyard, which now 
extends westward as far as the highway, is bounded 
on the north by the stream itself. The extension 
of the churchyard to the west only dates from 1892, 

1 This dedication is attested as early as 1344.
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before which year it was separated from the road 
by a field, known as the Church-field, along which a 
stone causeway ran from the highway to the south 
west corner of the churchyard. The chief approach 
to the church, however, was, and still is, by a path 
leading from the village green to the south-east 
corner of the cemetery, a portion of which path 
across the fields near to the church was paved 
and known as the Long Causeway.

The church consists of a chancel with south aisle 
its full length, nave with south aisle, south porch, 
and west tower, and there is also a modern vestry 
and hearse-house on the north of the chancel. The 
chancel and its aisle are under a single wide-spanned 
roof of low pitch, the nave and its aisle under another 
but higher roof, both roofs being covered with stone 
slates. The original masonry is of red sandstone, 
and that belonging to the eighteenth century re 
construction of grey gritstone from Harrock Hill, 
the contrast, after a century and a half s weathering 
of the later stone, producing a not unpleasing effect. 
The south aisle to both nave and chancel is em 
battled its full length, but on the north side the 
roofs have overhanging eaves, and the gable ends 
are finished with plain copings. The external 
appearance of the building is lacking both in 
picturesqueness and dignity when contrasted with 
what must have been its original aspect, the whole 
effect being to some extent one of squatness, due, 
no doubt, in a great measure to the alterations in 
the roofs during the eighteenth century. The south 
side is partly covered with ivy and roses, and these, 
in conjunction with the red stone of the older walling, 
together with the well-kept churchyard which forms 
the foreground of the picture in all views of the 
building from the south-west, give a certain pictu 
resque touch of colour to an otherwise not very 
interesting exterior. The best view of the building
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is, however, from the higher ground on the south 
side, as the church is approached from the village 
by way of the Long Causeway.

About the year 1342 the Rector of Eccleston cut 
down trees to repair the chancel of the church, 1 and 
it is possible that the whole of the rebuilding of the 
fabric was begun about that time, commencing, as 
usual, from the east end. This is, however, only a 
conjecture, though the date would pretty well cor 
respond with such parts of the chancel, nave, and 
tower as show any distinctive original detail. The 
south aisle of the chancel probably represents the 
chantry of the Blessed Virgin founded during the 
incumbency of William Wall (1493-1511), and the 
south aisle of the nave may have been built about 
the same time, both being added to the former four 
teenth-century aisleless church as already stated. 
Evidence that the chancel, nave, and tower were 
built at a different time from the aisles is forth 
coming in the plinth, which to the older portions 
of the building has a chamfer 9 inches deep, 
whereas the plinth to the aisles is chamfered only 
to the extent of about 3 inches, though the projec 
tion is the same. The south wall of the aisle is 
unbroken in its length, being continuous to both 
nave and chancel, and the buttresses at the east 
end of the chancel appear from the evidence of 
the plinths to have been added or rebuilt at the 
same time as the aisle. On the north side of the 
nave the deeply splayed plinth is now almost 
entirely hidden by the raised level of the soil, and 
round the tower no plinth at all is now visible. 
Excavation, however, reveals it at a depth of 12 
inches below the surface of the soil on the north 
side and at a rather less depth on the south. The 
date, 1534, which exists on one of the roof principals, 
and which has sometimes been thought to give the

1 Victoria History of Lancashire, vi. 159, note.
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date of the present structure, indicates in all prob 
ability only the year in which a new roof was 
erected.

THE EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY RECONSTRUCTION
A rough plan of the church and churchyard, 

drawn in 1716 by Henry Sephton, 1 in order to 
indicate the position of the graves inside and 
outside the building, shows the extent of the 
church at that time to have been the same as at 
present, except that the vestry and hearse-house 
and one of the buttresses on the south side did not 
then exist. A bone-house, which has since dis 
appeared, stood at that time against the north side 
of the tower. The vestry was added in 1775, and 
the hearse-house probably not very long after, or 
at latest at the beginning of the last century. The 
eighteenth century, however, saw great changes in 
the structure of the building, though the plan re 
mained the same, the result of which was to leave 
it pretty much as it stands to-day. The fabric 
must have been in a very bad state of repair, for in 
1720 it was resolved to take down and rebuild the 
church, and a rate of ^200 was agreed upon in 
the following year for the purpose. The church 
wardens' books, which begin in 1712, thus record 
the decision : 

May 22, 1721. Whereas public notice was given from house to 
house of a general parish meeting to consider the condition of 
the parish church of Eccleston, and a general meeting was there 
upon had the 2nd day of March 1720, and it was then agreed 
and resolved upon by a very great majority to raise a parish 
tax for the taking down and rebuilding of the said parish church.

1 1716. Paid to Henry Sephton for plotting out burial s. d. 
places in the church and churchyard . . . 10 9 

Paid for putting it on parchment and for the parch 
ment ......... 2 6

Churchwarden? Accounts.
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In pursuance of the said agreement, the inhabitants of the 
parish aforesaid, at a general meeting this 22nd day of May 1721, 
do consent and agree that two hundred pounds be this year laid 
and raised by an equal pound rate towards providing materials 
and other common uses relating to the church.

The determination to pull down and rebuild, 
however, must have been subsequently modified, 
as during the next sixteen years there are almost 
continuous payments recorded for work done to the 
structure, and varying sums are agreed on from 
time to time to be levied on the parish for this 
purpose. These payments extend from 1721 to 
1737, and some of them may be given here as 
showing exactly the character and extent of the 
alterations which the structure underwent at that 
time. In 1721 the churchwardens' accounts con 
tain the following payments : 
Expenses at several times going about viewing and

buying the timber ...... j£o 4 3
Expenses when we went to view Billinge Chapel* . 038 
Paid for timber . . . . . . . 30 17 6
Paid for falling the timber . . . . .0116
Paid for snagging and cross-cutting . . . . 01211
Paid to the mason and other workmen for searching

for stone at Harrock Hill. . . . . o 2 10
Paid for leading of timber . . . . .0126
Paid to Henry Sephton for his trouble . . . 2126

In 1722 the following entries occur: 

Nov. 12. Whereas public notice was given in the church of 
Eccleston and Chappell of Douglas for the inhabitants of the 
said parish to meet here this day to lay a ley for the paying of 
what has been already done at the church and to take an 
account of what is further wanting and estimate the charge

1 This entry is interesting as showing that the churchwardens and 
others went over to view the new chapel of Billinge, built three years 
before. (See Trans. Hist. Soc. t new series, xxv. 1-40.) Probably 
Billinge Chapel was very much admired in the district, and the 
Eccleston men must needs go and see it. That they took it in some 
respect as their model seems likely, as the same type of urn or vase 
ornament was used on the gables a common enough type, of course, 
but probably suggested by the view of Billinge.
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which the said repairs and other necessary expenses for the 
use of the church may amount to and lay a rate for the defray 
ing of it.

And that none may think themselves overcharged or other 
wise aggrieved in the said rate the churchwardens were now 
willing to make the assessment themselves but were desirous 
the parishioners would appear at the time and place aforesaid 
to concert with them in making a rate.

We the inhabitants aforesaid having met for the purpose do 
consent and agree 1 that four score pounds be raised for the uses 
aforesaid by a fifteen.

Nov. 23. The parishioners being desired to meet to consider 
whether the sum laid at the last parish meeting shall be collected 
by a fifteen, the acre, or a pound rate, having met here for the 
purpose do agree as follows: that the said sum of eighty pounds 
be raised by an equal pound rate through the parish according 
to every person's estate.

During this year (1722) the greater part of the 
"rebuilding" appears to have been done, as will 
be seen from the following items in the church 
wardens' accounts: 
Spent upon the workmen when they came to see

what was necessary to be done at the church . j£o 3 o 
Paid for scouring the ditch and making a saw pit . 008 
Spent when we went to take an account of the wood

at Park Hall . . . . . . o o uj
Spent when we went to look out such trees as were

useful for the work. . . . . .009
Paid to Wm. Mawdesley for his work . . . 8191 
Spent with the nailer when we agreed for nails . 009 
Spent at setting the glaziers work . . . .010
Paid for nails . . . . . . .3188
Paid for getting stones at Harrock Hill . . . o 15 o 
Paid to Tho. Hawett the slater in part for slate and

slating . . . . . . . . 3 10 o
Paid for laths . . . . . . .150
Paid for hogs greese for the workmen . . o o 3\ 
Spent when we agreed for lead work . . . o i o 
Spent at the rearing . . . . . .0150
Paid to Wm. Park for leading stones . . . 0159 
Paid to John Nayler for smith's work . . . i 15 3^ 
Spent at drawing up the lead into the gutter . .014 
Paid for leading twenty deal planks from Preston . o i 6

1 The word " unanimously " is here scored through in the book.
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Spent when we bought the deal .... ;£o i 3
Paid for hair. . , . . . . o 10 6J
Paid for carting the old lead to Wiggan . . o i oj 
Paid for bringing the new lead back . . .022 
Paid for lime . . . . . . i 17 6
Paid to John Miller for cleaving laths , . .026 
Spent when we agreed with the plasterer . . o o 11 
Paid to Hugh Lucas for new ridging stone and

thatch-table . . . . . . . o 12 2
Paid for dressing up the old ridging stone . .024 
Paid for leading stones from Whittle Hills . .030 
Paid to James Balshaw for the cornish, turning the

loft 1 and breaking the timber for them . .700 
Paid more to James Balshaw for levelling the north 

roof and gutters, scaffolding, and laying the 
roof of the porch and other work . . . i 7 7i 

Paid for new laying the flags . . . . .100
Spent at selling the old wood . . . .006
Spent at several times upon the workmen during the

work . . . . . . . i o 6J
Paid for carrying the laths from Liverpool . .066 
Spent upon Mr. Parker the painter . . o o 6 J 
Paid to James Yates for glazing . . . .274
Paid for cleaning the church and churchyard, cart 

ing away the rubbish, leading of sand and 
wheeling it into the church . . . . o 13 u

Paid for making a new door and door checks in the 
steeple and mending the floor, and making a 
lattice . . . . . . . .024

Paid for collaring the bells . . . . .006
Spent when we paid of James Balshaw . . .015^ 
Paid to Wm. Low for carrying stones from Billinge . 040 
Paid to James Bate for ironwork       .on loj 
Paid for stones at Barnskin Hall . . . .025
Paid to Thos. Wilson for putting up some spars and

levelling of them . . . . . .020
Paid for twenty deal planks . . . . . i 18 8
Paid for sand . . . . . . .007
Paid Rich. Nickson for leading wood . . .220 
Paid more to Rd. Nickson for twenty threaves of

straw and loading . . . . . .020
Paid for two horses treading dawb one day and for

loading it . . . . . .020
Paid to Thos. Knowles for leading slate. . .100

1 "Turning the loft" evidently refers to the erection of the curved 
ceiling below the roof.
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Paid to Wm. Friar, plasterer ..... £6 19 6 
Paid to Jacob Gill for getting stones to the out-

isle . . . . . . . .031
Paid to Mr. Brown for lead-work . . . . 4 7 nj
Spent at three times going over to Wiggan about

the lead . . . . . . . . o i 10
Spent when we agreed with James Balshaw and

Wm. Friar for the out-isle . . . .016 
Paid for carrying nails from Standish . . . o o i \ 
Spent when we looked out timber for the out-isle . o o 10 
Paid to James Balshaw in part for his work at the

out-isle . . . . . . . i 15 5
Paid to Henry Sephton in part for his work . .300 
Spent and paid for removing the seats and the

vestry out of the out-isle. . . . .013 
Paid more to Thos. Hawett for slating . . . o 17 6 
Spent at rearing of the out-isle . .   .050 
Spent at drawing up the lead for the gutter in the

out-isle . . . . . . . .017

These items indicate that in 1722 the roof of the 
nave and its aisle (the out-isle), and probably that 
over the chancel, was reconstructed, the walls being 
raised, as may be seen on the north outside and 
over the arcade within. The new stonework is 
also yet quite noticeable externally at the west end 
of the aisle, showing the pitch of the old aisle roof 
to have been much lower. The churchwardens 
appear to have acted in some measure as clerks of 
the works during the rebuilding, the sum of ten 
guineas being allowed them : " for their extraordinary 
care and trouble, each five guineas."

The outside work seems to have been completed 
in 1722, but much remained to be done inside the 
building. In 1723 these payments occur: 
Paid to Henry Sephton for stonework . . . £"] 10 6 
Paid to Jas. Balshaw for the out-isle, altering the 

front of the gallery, 1 making a new finger board 
for within the church,2 and other work . .388

1 The gallery was at the west end. It was pulled down in 1869 
when the church was reseated.

1 The " finger board " was apparently the clock dial in the tower. 
There is still a dial on the east side to the nave below the old ceiling. 
Before the raising of the roof it may have been outside.

C
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Paid for nails ....... £\ 6 4$
Paid to Thos. Hawett, slater, for slating . . 3189 
Paid to Mr. Brown for lead and lead work . .542 
Paid to Mr. Friar for tiring, plastering, washing, and

pointing . . . . . . 3 17 5
Paid to Geo. Wright, the painter, for painting . 2 10 o 
Paid to James Bate for smith work . . . i 17 n£ 
Paid to James Yates for glazing . . . .160
Spent upon workmen at several times during the

work . . . . . . . . o 19 icj
Paid to Hugh Lucas for putting in window-rods . o 2 7\ 
Paid to Hugh Worsley for making a finger board

and pannel and helping to fix him up 1 . . 032 
Spent at that time upon the workmen and some

others that helped him up with the finger
board .. . . . . . .011

Paid to Geo. Wright for painting and gilding the
finger board within and without, and for gold
and writing . . . . . . .126

Paid for Henry Sephton's meat while he fixed up
the pots 2 . . .   .   .020 

(Also various payments for lime, deals, hair, &c.).

The work of " rebuilding " apparently came to an 
end in 1723, but in 172^ it was agreed that the sum 
of ^30 be laid for " the repairs and other uses of 
the church." The books do not show, however, 
that this sum was spent. The " repairs " seem to 
have consisted chiefly of some reconstruction of the 
east end and the provision of a new altar table, and 
in some alterations at the entrance to the church 
yard.3 The following items occur in the year 
1725: 

Paid to the masons for stones for altar steps, and for
laying them and laying the flags . . . £o 11 o

Paid to Jas. Winstanley for setting brick in the chancel
window 4 . . . . .   . . .013

1 Worsley had mended the "finger of the clock" in 1717, and he 
"mended the clock" in 1719.

2 The pots were probably the stone urns or vases on the gable and 
porch.

8 See postea, p. 54.
* This seems to indicate that the lower part of the east window 

was bricked up when the new communion table was erected.
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Paid to the joiner for the communion table, rails,
wainscot, and painting* . . . ;£10 IO °

In 1726 a sum of ^40 was agreed upon for 
necessary repairs, and in the following year the 
question of new bells was considered.

May 24, 1727. Public meeting for ... confirming about 
repairs and other uses of the church, and for the casting anew 
of the old bells, and adding some new ones to them. The 
meeting approves that six new bells be agreed upon to be new 
cast at the least expense as can be contracted for with Mr. 
Ruddal, bell founder at Gloucester.

It was agreed that a sum of ^100 be assessed 
and collected for this purpose, and during the year 
the following payments occur : 

Paid for the carriage of the bells, old and new . . £6 7 i
Paid for hanging the bells . . . . .1000
Paid Francis Rigley for planks and ironwork, &c.,

above the bells . . . . . .2160
Paid for the bells . . . . . . . 57 4 o

No further work of importance seems to have 
been done to the church till 1733, when the top of 
the tower was rebuilt,* but in 1728 and 1730 a sum 
of ^30 was agreed upon each year for " repairs and 
uses." The same amount is set down for the year 
1733. The items of expenditure on the structure 
in that year refer principally to the tower, but also 
include the laying of the " causeway" to the 
church.3

1 The communion table here referred to may be the one still in use, 
which is a rather handsome piece of Georgian furniture, measuring 
4 feet 10 inches by 2 feet 8 inches, with curved legs and inlaid top. 
It seems to have been made for its present use, as the back is con 
structed to stand against a wall. The table is now entirely hidden 
by modern ecclesiastical coverings. The wainscot was taken down 
in 1908, when the new east window was erected.

' The work of rebuilding the top of the tower may have been 
contemplated in 1729, for in that year the sum of 9^d. was spent 
upon Henry Sephton " when he viewed the steeple."

s See postea, p. 54.
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Paid to the masons for their work about the steeple
and buttress x . ..... -;£i2 15 roj

Paid to the masons for five days' work more . .029 
Paid to Thos. Cave towards his bill for pointing

the church . . . . . . .250
Paid to the plummer his bill . . . . . 3 10 oj-
Paid to John Nayler for the new weathercock upon

the steeple . . . . . . .039
Paid for gilding the weathercock . . . .016
Paid for stones at Hay Park for ornaments for the

steeple . . . . . . . .090
Paid for leading these stones . . . . .056
Paid for leading a load of flags for the bottom of the

buttress . . . . . . . .010
Paid for leading two loads of stones from Harrock

Hill for the corners of the steeple . . .010 
Paid for leading 64 yards of ashlar from Harrock

Hill . . . . . . i 12 o

After the top of the tower had been rebuilt 
nothing appears to have been done to the structure 
till 1743, when the " steeple " was re-pointed at a 
cost of £2, ios. od., and a new clock face was put 
up. In 1759 the sum of ^13, 135. 6d. was spent 
for flagging the church, and in 1775 the vestry was 
erected. The cost of the vestry is thus set out: 

For building a new vestry ..... £2 1 o o 
Spent at rearing the vestry . . . .030

The last work done to the fabric in the eighteenth 
century was apparently in 1790, when this item 
occurs: 

Paid Richd. Heys's Bill for plastering, pointing, and
dressing the church ..... .£$ 19 o

LATER RESTORATION

The church underwent a "thorough repair," 
according to Baines, 2 in 1828, and in 1868-9 was 
restored and reseated, the old seventeenth-century

1 This is the buttress added on the south side of the chancel aisle. 
8 Baines, Lancashire, 1st ed., iii. 473.
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pews, which were " every shape and size,"* being 
removed. The rest of the work included the pull 
ing down of the west gallery, the replacing of the 
old square-headed windows 2 on the north side of 
the nave by the present ugly pointed ones, and the 
conversion of the west doorway of the tower into a 
window. The north window of the chancel and the 
east window of the chancel aisle also appear to 
belong to this date, but the east window of the 
chancel is a new one, inserted in 1908.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING
The chancel is 30 feet long by 17 feet in width, 

and has a five-light east window, with four-centred 
head and external hood-mould, of which only the 
internal moulded jambs are original. The window 
replaces one described by Sir Stephen Glynne as 
having " unfoiled monials simply interlacing," and 
has trefoiled heads to the lights, but is without 
tracery. Over it on the outside is an old stone with 
a carved head, probably from the earlier building, 
and the gable is surmounted by a modern apex 
cross, in place of the vase erected during the 1722 
alterations. The old vases are retained, however, 
at the north and south corners of the east end, 
where the walls of the chancel and aisle are flush. 
The line of the old chancel gable is still plainly 
visible on the south side, the new roof to the aisle 
having been simply built against it, the effect of 
which is awkward and lopsided. On the north side 
the chancel had originally two pointed windows, each 
of two lights, apparently of fourteenth-century date, 
the internal segmental rear arches of which remain. 
Sir Stephen Glynne, who visited Eccleston in 1859,

1 Baines, Lancashire, Croston's edition, iv. 192. 
a These windows were a late insertion, probably of the eighteenth 

century. No trace of any of the original nave windows remains.
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mentions a " Decorated window"* on the north 
side of the chancel, but this, the easternmost of the 
two, has since been replaced by a. modern one, 
which is said to reproduce it in design. The 
westernmost window was destroyed when the door 
way was made to the vestry, but the original head 
remains above the door, and shows it to have had 
two trefoiled lights, with a quatrefoil in the head 
similar to the windows in the belfry. The mullion 
and tracery have been cut away. On the south 
side the chancel is separated from the aisle by an 
arcade of two pointed arches, each 12 feet wide, 
there being a 4-feet length of straight wall at the 
east end, in which the piscina remains. The arches 
are of two chamfered orders springing from end 
corbels and a middle octagonal shaft, 20 inches in 
diameter, with moulded cap and base. The piscina 
has a semicircular head, but the front of the bowl, 
which formerly projected, has been cut away. The 
opening is 21 inches wide by 11 inches high, and 
the bowl is only z feet 4 inches from the floor. 
Whether the chancel floor, however, has been much 
raised is doubtful, the moulded base of the pier 
suggesting no alteration, and the levels of the 
chancel and nave floors being the same.8 This 
uniformity of floor level detracts in no small degree 
from the dignity of the interior of the building look 
ing eastward from the nave, the altar being raised 
by a single step only. The chancel arch is 12 feet 
6 inches wide, and is a low-pointed one struck from 
centres below the line of springing, and consists of 
two plain chamfered orders with moulded imposts. 
The imposts, however, are modern restorations. 
The chancel roof is a modern boarded one.

1 Glynne, Churches of Lancashire, 67. (Chetham Society, new 
series, xxvii.)

2 The present tiled floor of both nave and chancel is laid on top of 
the old stone flags, many of which are inscribed gravestones. The 
church was flagged in 1759-
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Below the altar is an inscribed gravestone, which 
can scarcely be in its original position. It was 
probably placed there in one of the restorations. 
The inscription is as follows : 

Here lyeth the Body
of Richarde Radclyffe
whoe was a paynefull
& profitable teacher
att Heskin schole
xi. years, borne

in Ribchester p'ish
& dyed in Sept.

ao. dni. 1623
aged 33 

Nil Solidum

The aisle extends the full length of the chancel, 
and is 14 feet 6 inches wide, with a modern three- 
light window at the east end, 1 and two three-light 
windows similar to those in the nave aisle on the 
south side. Between the windows is a pointed priest's 
doorway, 2 feet 3 inches wide, with moulded jambs 
and head. Under the easternmost window in the 
south wall is a piscina within a pointed recess, from 
the head of which the mouldings have been cut 
away, a hollow chamfer alone remaining. The 
west end of the aisle is now occupied by the organ. 
A stone arch of two chamfered orders separates the 
aisle of the chancel from that of the nave, and below 
the arch a solid oak screen has recently been 
erected. On the exterior of the south wall of the 
chancel aisle, just below and slightly to the east of 
the sill of the easternmost window, is the incised 
outline of a shuttle, measuring 12 inches long by

1 In 1859 Sir Stephen Glynne described the east window of the 
south aisle as " of four lights with Tudor arch, the hood on good 
corbel figures representing a king and a female bearing a shield with 
the Legs of Man " (Churches of Lancashire, 67). The Legs of Man 
probably point to the foundation of the chantry by the Earl of 
Derby..
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4 inches wide, for the significance of which I have 
no explanation to offer.1

The nave is 57 feet long by 24 feet 9 inches wide, 
the south aisle, which is 10 feet 6 inches wide, ex 
tending its full length. The arcade consists of 
four pointed arches of two plain chamfered orders 
springing from octagonal piers and from corbels at 
either end. The piers have moulded caps and 
bases. The walls are of dressed stone, and on the 
north side are three modern two-light windows, and 
a disused doorway near the west end with external 
pointed arch and old oak nail-studded door. The 
nave roof would appear to be substantially that 
erected in 1722, but the principals were recased in 
1868-9, and the spaces between newly boarded. 
Portions of a sixteenth- century roof, however, seem 
to have been used in the former year, one of the 
beams having on each side the inscription, "Anno 
Dm'. 1534" in Gothic letters 3^ inches high, and 
early Arabic numerals   a very interesting example

of the use of these figures, in which the Gothic 
feeling is still very strong. The roof is divided 
into six bays, the principals resting on eighteenth- 
century stone corbels, and was originally (i.e. 
in 1723) ceiled to the under side of the curved 
pieces, but is now open. Immediately over the 
arches of the arcade the two new courses of 
gritstone, added in 1722 when the roof was re-

1 I am told that it indicated some right of the Shuttleworth family 
of Gawthorpe, and that they acquired, by way of dowry from the 
Bartons of Smithills the moated house standing to the north-west 
of Eccleston Church, known as Tingrave or Ingrave Hall. This was 
about 1 580. I have, however, not been able to confirm this.



42 Eccleston Church in Leyland

constructed, are still plainly distinguishable, and 
part of the line of the old roof shows on the south 
side of the tower. At the south-east corner of the 
tower, both inside and outside, a portion of the 
tower buttress may yet be seen, though the greater 
part of it was taken down when the west wall of 
the aisle was built up against it. On the north 
side of the nave the raising of the wall to take the 
new roof shows very awkwardly on the outside at 
the north-west corner, the eaves standing up above 
the old west wall, which forms, at the same time, 
a north-west buttress to the tower.

The aisle has two windows on the south side, 
each with a four-centred head and three uncusped 
pointed lights, and there is a similar window at the 
west end. These windows have no hood-moulds 
and are of late date, probably well into the sixteenth 
century. The heads and jambs have at some time 
been painted white externally, the paint, which is 
now flaking off, contrasting rather decidedly with 
the red stone. Over the west window the line 
of the old flat-pitched roof of the aisle is plainly 
visible, the added upper part of the wall being built 
in gritstone. The battlemented parapet is jumped 
up behind the porch, and on one of the merlons 
farther east is an undated stone sundial. 1

The porch is 10 feet 6 inches square inside, and 
has an outer four-centred low arch springing from 
moulded imposts and a flat-pitched coped gable 
containing a small niche. The gable has a ball 
ornament at the apex, with vases on either side, 
the porch having been re-roofed in the 1722 re 
building.

The tower is 11 feet 6 inches square internally, 
and is of two stages, with diagonal buttresses on 
the west side going up the full height of the lower

1 In 1716 the sum of is. 3d. was paid for " colouring and marking 
the dial."
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stage, or rather more than two-thirds of the full 
height of the tower, which measures 50 feet 6 inches 
from the present ground level to the top of the 
parapet. The lower stage is quite plain on the 
north and south sides, and on the west the original 
doorway has been made up and converted into a 
window, as already stated. There was originally 
no west window at all, the wall above the doorway 
being quite plain, except for a clock-dial. The 
upper or belfry stage sets back about a foot, and 
has a pointed window of two trefoil lights on each 
face with hood-mould, and a quatrefoil opening in 
the head. The belfry windows afford perhaps the 
only remaining original architectural detail in the 
building, but have been disfigured, like the rest of 
the windows, with paint. The top of the tower 
above the string course is that erected in 1733, 
which date it bears on the south side. It consists 
of a straight parapet with square angle pinnacles, 
originally surmounted by vases and cock weather- 
vanes, the lower parts of which now alone remain. 
There were formerly also intermediate ornaments 
on each side, but only that on the north side is left, 
the others lying about on the roof. The present 
clock was given in 1898. It has a dial on the west 
and east sides, the latter being over the tower arch 
facing the nave. The tower arch is of the same 
type as that of the chancel, and consists of two 
plain chamfered orders. It is now filled with a 
glazed screen. There is no tower staircase, the 
only access to the belfry being by a ladder. 
The bells are rung from the ground level. The 
tower roof was newly leaded in 1884.

The FONT stands on the west end of the south 
aisle, and is of a common late fifteenth-century 
type, octagonal in shape, with panelled sides, each 
containing a quatrefoil set within a circle, and with 
a shield in the middle. On six of these shields are
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carved the emblems of the Passion, 1 and on the 
other two facing north and north-west are the 
Stanley badge of the Eagle's Claw and the Legs 
of Man. The font has been stated to be of seven 
teenth-century date, 2 but I think this is an error, 
and should assign to it the late fifteenth or early 
sixteenth century. The emblems of the Passion 
seem to point unmistakably to a pre-Reformation 
date, and the presence of the Stanley badge and the 
Legs of Man is as likely to indicate the fifteenth 
or early sixteenth century as a later period. The 
advowson of Eccleston was granted, as we have 
seen, about 1430 by the King to Sir Thomas 
Stanley, and his successors continued to present 
for over 150 years. Sir Thomas Stanley presented 
a rector in 1430 ; Lord Stanley is found presenting 
in 1463, 1467, 1478, 1481, and 1485 ; and the Earl 
of Derby in 1493, I 5 II > I 544» and 1562. The Isle 
of Man was granted by Henry IV. to Sir John 
Stanley in 1406, and it was this Sir John Stanley 
(who died in 1414) who added the Legs of Man to 
the Stanley coat of arms. There is no reason, 
therefore, why the Legs of Man should not be on 
the Eccleston font in the fifteenth century, the prob 
ability being that the font was the gift of one of 
the Stanley patrons of the living, or possibly of 
James Stanley, rector 1481-2 to 1485, afterwards 
Bishop of Ely. The bowl measures 2 feet 10^ 
inches in diameter and 16 inches in height, and 
the rim retains the hasps of the cover fastenings.

In the chancel there is preserved what appears 
to be part of an early font, probably of eleventh- 
century date, though it is possible it may be older.

1 The emblems are : E., crown of thorns ; S.E., pillar ; S., scourge 
and spears; S.W., hammer and pincers; W., spears in saltire ; N.E., 
three nails.

8 Dr. J. W. Ellis, in Memorials of Old Lancashire, ii. 147, who 
suggests that the Legs of Man commemorate the rectorship of Dr. 
Parr (1628-43), Bishop of Sodor and Man in 1635.
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Personally I think it belongs to the Norman period. 
The stone is circular in shape, and measures i foot 
10 inches in diameter by 13 inches in depth, and 
has a hole through the middle. It is now split verti 
cally into two pieces, and its general characteristics 
will be better understood from the accompanying 
illustration than from a lengthy description.1 For 
some time I was doubtful whether it was a font at 
all, and was inclined to the opinion that it was part 
of a capital. There is no bowl, only a rough 
depression on the wider end, but I am inclined 
to think that the stone formed only the middle part 
of the font, the greater part or the whole of the 
bowl of which is missing. The hole through the 
middle seems to point to its having formed part of 
a font, but the Saxon origin that has been claimed 
for it is very doubtful. The band of cable orna 
ment is against such an origin, as although cable 
work, of course, is found in pre-Conquest work, a 
relieved cable mould of this particular type is far 
more characteristically Norman. Deeply incised 
work of this type occurs in Southwell as late as 
about 1108-14, or perhaps later. Up to about 
fifteen years ago it lay on the south side of the 
churchyard near the porch, sunk in the ground, so 
that only the top portion was visible. It was then 
dug up and taken inside the church.

In the chancel below the first arch of the arcade 
from the east is an altar tomb apparently of late 
fifteenth-century date, the top of which retains an 
original brass representing a priest in cassock, 
surplice, and cope, beneath which are visible 
the stole-like appendages of the almuce. The 
figure is 2 feet in length, and the cope is 
edged with an ornamental orphrey and clasped 
by a large morse. The brass inscription, which

1 In order to be photographed the stone was carried outside, but 
its ordinary position is on the floor of the chancel.
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formerly went round the tomb in the usual way, 
is now lost, except for the letters ". . . rilis 
Anno . . .," the first evidently the end of the word 
Aprilis. The figure is described and illustrated in 
Mr. J. L. Thornely's Brasses of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, 1893(99.55-59). A good rubbing hangs 
in the church. 1 The top of the tomb also bears the 
matrices of two scrolls, one on each side of and 
slightly above the priest's head, and also of two 
smaller figures.

On the north side of the nave there is a small 
brass to the memory of William Dicconson, " some 
time Stewarde of that most honorable householde 
of the highe and mightie Princess Anne Duchess of 
Somerset 1604," but all the other mural monuments 
are of late date, the oldest being i7i6.2

A number of carved panels from the old seven 
teenth-century oak seats have been preserved and 
used up in the modern seating. Two of these bear 
the dates 1634 and 1638 respectively, and the 
arms and crests or initials of the Wrightington, 
Mawdesley, Lathom, and Rigbye families also 
occur, together with those of Rector Pickering 
(1672-1 704)." A carved inscription in three panels 
from the old churchwardens' pew has also been 
preserved, and is in one of the seats of the nave. 
It reads : 

IOHN : LANKESTER THOMAS : BARTON C : WARDENS

1693

No ancient glass has been retained with the 
exception of two diamond-shaped quarries of six-

1 The brass may possibly represent William Wall, who died in 
April 1511. But this is quite conjectural. 

  a The inscriptions are given at the end of this article.
3 See/o-rtea, p. 65.
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teenth-century date now in the vestry, each bearing 
the Eagle's Claw, the badge of the Stanleys. They 
are said to have been formerly in the north windows. 
All the windows in the church are now filled with 
modern stained glass.

There is a small eighteenth-century brass chande 
lier of six lights at the west end of the nave aisle.

THE BELLS

There is a ring of six bells, four cast by Abraham 
Rudhall of Gloucester in 1727 (the third recast in 
1737), one dated 1802, and the sixth cast by Taylor 
of Loughborough in 1888. They are inscribed as 
follows: 

1. Prosperity to this parish, 1727.
2. Prosperity to the Church of England, 1727.
3. Ab. Rudhall cast us all, 1727 ; recast 1737.

P.B. 
W.4. Wm. Breers, Warden, 1802.

5. I to the church the living call
And to the grave do summon all, 1727.

6. The widow gave me in honour of God, in loving memory 
of William Hawkshead Talbot, A.D. I888.1

It will be remembered (p. 35) that in 1727 it was 
decided to have six new bells, but it is not clear 
from the churchwardens' accounts whether six were 
actually cast in that year. The payment "for the 
bells" is only ^57, 43. There were, however, six 
bells in 1821, according to a return made to the 
Bishop of Chester. Before the re-casting of the 
third bell in 1737 something had evidently gone

1 According to Canon Atkinson's notes to Glynne's Churches of 
Lancashire, p. 68, the former bell was inscribed " Peace and good 
neighbourhood, 1734." The list of "church goods" at Eccleston in 
1552 is interesting. It comprises " iij belles in the stepell, ij sacryng 
belles, one chalys of sylver, iij corporasses, iiij vestments, one cope, 
ij candelstycks of brasse, one censure of brasse, iiij alter clothes, 
iiij towels, j crosse of brasse, j baner, ij streymers, one rochet, one 
surples, and a payre of organs with pypes of leade." Inventories of 
Church Goods (Chet. Soc. cxiii.), 127.
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amiss in the belfry, for in 1734 the churchwardens* 
accounts show the following payments : 
Paid for carriage of the bell to Wigan . . . _^o i 6 
Paid for carriage of the bell from Wigan to Shrews 

bury . . . . . . . .0110
Paid for carriage of the bell from Shrewsbury to

Eccleston . . . , . . o 13 o

And in 1735 : 
Paid for a rope which was broken when the new

bell was drawn up ...... _£o o 6

The re-casting of 1737 is thus set out: 
Paid for carriage of the bell to and from Shrewsbury _^i 8 i 
Paid for taking down and hanging the bell . .020 
Expenses when the bell was taken down and when

it was hung . . . . . . .039
Paid for mending ironwork about the new bell . 009 
Paid for post letters from Mr. Ruddal . . .009 
Paid Mr. Ruddal for new casting the bell . . 2114}

Mr. Rudhall himself would appear to have come 
down to Eccleston in 1737, for there occurs the 
item : 
Spent upon Mr. Ruddall ..... £o i 6

On April 26, 1736, it was agreed at a parish 
meeting that for the future " no more money or 
expenses be allowed the ringers and charged upon 
the parish than the sum of 2 shillings amongst 
them all for ale for each rejoicing and ringing day." 
And the following ringing days are agreed upon: 

Jan. 30. Prince of Wales born. 1 
May 29. Restoration of Charles II. 
June n. King's Accession. 
Oct. n. King's Coronation. 
Oct. 30. King's Birthday. 
Nov. 5. Gunpowder Plot. 
Dec. 25. Christmas Day.

1 The next entry Mar. i. Queen Caroline born is scored through. 
She died in 1737.
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Despite this decision, however, special days of 
rejoicing were marked by the ringing of the bells, as 
shown by the following payments : 

1739. Spent upon the Ringers upon the news of
taking Porto Bello . . . . .,£028

1741. Spent at the Rejoicing of Adml. Vernon's
taking Carthegena . . . . .020

1763. Spent on the ringers, &c., when the Havanna
was took. . . . . . .030

THE CHURCH PLATE  

In the inventory of 1552 the only silver plate 
mentioned is " one chalys of sylver." J The existing 
plate consists of seven pieces, and is as follows : 

(i) and (2) A chalice and cover paten of 1633-4, 
London make, the chalice inscribed " This Cupe 
and cover Douth bee longe to the Parish Church of 
Eckelston in Lankicshier," and bearing the maker's 
mark H3.

(3) A chalice of 1661, London make, inscribed 
" This Cupp and Cover Belongs to the Parish 
Church of Eccleston in Lancashire," with the 
maker's mark PP within a heart. The cover is 
missing.

(4) A large seventeenth-century paten of Norwich

make, without inscription, but bearing a shield of
1 Inventories of Church Goods (Chetham Society, cxiii.), 127.

D
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arms,1 probably that of Ward. The maker's mark 
^ is one that occurs elsewhere in 1661.* 

\ (5> 6) Two flagons of 1779-80, London make, in 
scribed " The Gift of Eleanor Rigbye the daughter 
of Nicholas Rigbye Esqre. of Harrock To the 
Parish Church of Eccleston 1780," and bearing the 
maker's mark H B.

(7) An almsdish of 1781, London make, inscribed 
"The gift of Eleanor Rigbye of Harrock 1781," 
with the same maker's mark.

THE REGISTERS AND CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS

The registers begin in 1603. The first volume 
(1603-1694), which consists of forty leaves of 
parchment, 22 inches by 10 inches, in a modern 
binding, has been transcribed by Mr. Josiah 
Arrowsmith, and printed by the Lancashire Parish 
Register Society (1903).

The churchwardens' accounts begin in 1712. The 
first volume ends in 1800, and besides the entries 
concerning the fabric already quoted, contains many 
other interesting items, and gives, like many similar 
books in other country parishes, a striking picture of 
rural church life in the eighteenth century. Payments 
for foxheads, magpies, sparrows, jays, and hedge 
hogs occur with almost monotonous regularity five 
foxheads, for instance, in 1730, eleven in 1731, 
eight in 1732, and so on. The usual price for fox- 
heads was 6d., but sometimes 8d. or a shilling was 
given for old foxes' heads, and on one occasion 
as. 6d. was paid for the head of a fox at Douglas.

1 Chequy a bend ermine impaling . . . The absence of tinctures 
makes identification difficult. Chequy a bend ermine was borne by 
the families of Ward, Clifton, Clifford, Barkesworthe, Cayley, and 
Sparke.

3 Cripps, Old English Plate, 86. A chalice of 1661 with the same 
mark is at Southwold, Suffolk.
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On August 12, 1754, it was agreed at a parish 
meeting 
that a penny a piece be paid for an old jay and a halfpenny for a 
young one taken within the parish of Eccleston, likewise three 
pence a dozen for sparrows.

The duties of the sexton are set out year after 
year in an item which, with few variations, reads : 

Paid the Sexton his salary for levelling flags, walking the church, 
and whipping the Dogs.

The usual payment was about nine shillings. And 
every year sixpence is paid for " carrying the bread 
and wine to Douglas Chapel."

In 1762 the sum of 143. was spent at the Corona 
tion of George III., and is. 4d. was paid for "two 
forms of prayer for Taking Martinico."

There are numerous payments to " strange 
preachers," but their remuneration varies very con 
siderably. From time to time singers came from 
Croston or Standish either to the parish church or 
to Douglas Chapel, and in 1732 a singing master 
was paid six shillings for teaching the Douglas 
singers.

The bells and clock seem to have given endless 
trouble, judging from the number of items in which 
they are mentioned, but that it was not the bell- 
ringers only who needed refreshment is discovered by 
this rather eloquent item, which occurs in 1779 : 
Spent at the Easter Meeting by Reason of the

largeness of the company ..... £i 10 o

There are also frequent payments for viol strings, 
and in 1732 the Royal Arms were set up in the 
church at a cost of £i, us. 6d., and an additional 
95. 2d. for the frame. And, to do honour to the 
occasion, is. nd. was "spent at putting up the 
King's Arms."

Similar extracts could be multiplied to weariness,
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but the few items given will show the interest of 
, the churchwardens' account book and give an 

indication of its contents.

"SQUIRREL MONEY"

" In the reign of Queen Elizabeth a man named 
Meredith left a sum of £\, 6s. 8d. a year, charge 
able on his property in Fleet Street [London] to 
the poor of Croston and Eccleston; in which 
parishes he evidently had an interest. The first 
payment was made on Good Friday, 1589," and 
was to continue for 190 years. 1 The property in 
question was a house called " The Three Squirrels," 
and the money received seems therefore usually 
to have been termed " Squirrel Money." In the 
churchwardens' accounts for the year 1720 is the 
entry 
Spent at Croston about ye Squirrel Money . . ;£o o 3

and later on in 1763 
Paid the charge of getting the Squirrel Money . .010

Before this date, however, the charity seems to 
have been lost for some years, but was recovered 
in 1751 owing to the efforts of the Rev. Dr. 
Pilkington, Rector of Croston. On the flyleaf of 
the Eccleston Churchwardens' Account Book, 
opposite the first entry, is the following very in 
teresting note in a later hand : 

By the solicitation of the Revd Doctor Pilkington to the 
Honorable Sr Edward Standley the Squirrel Money in Arear, 
woh in a manner was given up for lost, is now recovered ; and 
on the 18th of October 1751 was paid to Mr Kershaw's Agent in 

x London by Mr Thos Brown, Attorney at Law in Fetherston 
Buildings, Solicitor in this Affair, who says Mr Rhodes at High- 
gate is the Representative of Mre Dilafield for one Moiety and

1 Rev. W. G, Procter in Trans. Hist. Soc. (new series), xxvi. 53.
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Mra Ann Dilafield Exetrix of Erasmus Dilafield for the other 
Moiety of the Three Squirrels (opposit to S* Dunstan's Church, 
Fleet-street, London, for a long term that will expire in twelve 
years, to the Poor of Croston and Eccleston Parishes) Issues. Mr 
Rhodes insisted on a deduction of the Land Tax which never 
was done before. But at a Parish Meeting it was unanimously 
agreed the Land Tax should be allow'd Rhodes rather than 
commence a Suit in Chancery. Nevertheless if this legacy is a 
Tie on the House it ought to be paid clear without any deduction, 
and Sr Edward Standley, who lately had this very House in Mort 
gage and to whom we owe the Lights by which we recover'd it, 
certainly can & perhaps may be prevail'd upon to clear up the 
Doubt by letting the Parish know the foundation of the Claim. 
The Church Wardens of Croston & Eccleston sent up their 
Receipt to Mr Rhodes for .£17, 6s. 8d. due to the Parishes of 
Croston & Eccleston for year ending

Viz.: which was applied as follows: 
Land tax retain'd by Mr Rhodes 2 10 8 
Retain'd by Tho. Brown for

soliciting by order of the vestry I 11 6 
Postage to M r Kershaw on the

affair . . . . .020 
Cash paid to Tho. Baldwin & 

Willm. Whittle, Churchwardens 
of Croston, wch they are account 
able for to the Parish . .8150 

Pd to Eccleston Parish Officers .476

Recd from the Revd 
Mr Master, Rector 
of Croston, by Mr 
Hawkshead & Mr 
Kingsley, Church 
wardens, Squirrel 
Money due for 
eleven years to the 
Parish of Eccleston, 
being

6 8

THE CHURCHYARD

The original churchyard extended only about 
16 feet to the west of the tower, lying principally 
to the north and south of the church, its northern 
boundary being formed by the river Yarrow. The 
extension westward in 1891-2 has more than 
doubled the area of the graveyard, the principal 
entrance to which is now by a picturesque lych gate 
facing the highway, which takes the place of the 
old stile to the causeway through the church-field. 
The old approach to the church from the village 
green, however, still remains, leading by way of the 
Long Causeway to a stile in the south-east corner
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of the churchyard.1 There are many references 
to the paving and repair of the two causeways in 
the churchwardens' accounts, some of which may 
be given: 
1725. Paid to Jas. Winstanley for pulling down the 

church stiles and building a new Horse 
stone ....... ;£o 2 9

1733. Paid for 9 windles of lime and carriage . 069 
Paid for 49 loads of paving stones . . 0123 
Paid for leading them . . . . . i 12 3
Paid for 4 loads of paving stones . . .028 
Paid for leading sand for the new cawsey in

the church-field . . . . o 10 8£
Paid for paving the new cawsey in the church- 

field . . . . . . .0163!
Paid for leading the border stones for the

new cawsey in the church-fields . . o 8 11

On the plan drawn by Henry Sephton in 1716, 
already referred to, a cross is shown on the south 
side of the church at a distance of 9 feet 2 from the 
wall of the chancel aisle, about a foot to the west 
of the priest's doorway. According to this drawing 
the cross stood upon two steps, the lower one of 
which measured 6 feet 6 inches square, but no 
indication of the nature of the shaft is of course 
given. Mr. Henry Taylor, writing about 1906, 
states that Mr. John Wilson of Chorley discovered 
some of the steps of the -crpss in situ in the position 
indicated in Sephton's plan " a few years ago." 3 
More recently a sculptured fragment, which has the 
appearance of being part of the arm of a pre-Con 
quest cross, was discovered in the ditch which 
bounds the old churchyard on the south side. This

1 The posts of the stile bear the initials R. C., W. W., and the date
1754-

* This is the distance to the bottom step; to the centre of the 
shaft it is 12 feet.

3 Ancient Crosses and Holy Wells of Lancashire, 57. The Eccles 
ton churchyard cross is not mentioned in the same writer's account of 
the crosses of the Leyland Hundred in Transactions of the Lancashire 
and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, xvii. (1899), 16^-17.
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fragment measures 10 inches by 8 inches, and is 
5 inches thick, and, though very much worn and 
weathered, shows signs of what is probably an 
interlaced pattern on four sides, suggesting that it 
originally formed the end of one of the arms.

In the pathway to the south-west of the building 
is a mediaeval grave slab 6 feet long by 2 feet

9 inches wide, with an incised Calvary cross and 
sword, probably of fourteenth-century date. The 
stone has been used again in modern times, the 
initials and name of John Rigby and the date 1766 
being cut on either side of the head of the cross.
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To the east of the chancel is a large flat stone, 
9 inches thick, with two incised figures, and a long 
inscription round the border, now nearly obliterated, 
but reading: 

HEAR : LIETH : THE BODI : OF : WILLIAM : 
STOPFORD : WHO : WAS : BURIED : THE : 18 : 
DAY : OF : JUNE : IN : THE : YEARE : OF : 
OUR : LORD : GOD : 1584.

The two figures are now very much worn, and the 
stone has been used again, a later inscription 
reading "John Hodson, Wrightington, 1812."

The churchyard is kept in exceedingly good 
order, and is a model of what a village churchyard 
should be. 1 The rectory is situated to the north of 
the church on the opposite side of the river; it 
is an early eighteenth-century building of two stories 
with stone-slated hipped roofs, since altered and 
modernised.

1 It reflects the greatest credit on the sexton, Mr. Peter Wane, to 
whom I wish to express my thanks for his unfailing courtesy, and for 
much help rendered to me on the occasion of many visits to the 
church.
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APPENDIX

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS

(1) Brass. North wall of nave.

HERE LYETH WILLM DICCONSON SOMETIME 
STEWARDE OVER THAT MOST HONORABLE 
HOVSHOVLDE OF THE HIGHE AND MIGHTIE 
PRINCES ANNE DVCHES OF SOMERSET 1604

WHO DYED MARCH XXXI.

(2) Plaster tablet painted, with coat of arms (Baldwin impaling 
Rigbye), helm, and crest of Baldwin (a cockatrice). West 
wall of chancel aisle.

M.S. 
Pise, Charse, Provida?

Uxoris Anna? 
N. Rigbye de Harrock arnig

Filise
Rev. Tho. Baldwin, A.M.

M. dolens P.
Flebilis occidit

xv Cal: jul: MDCCXVI
S. B. R.

[Skull and cross bones at bottom.]

(3) Marble tablet with coat of arms and winged hour-glass. 
East end of nave, south side of chancel arch.

MARY DICCONSON 
of Wrightinton

Deceased
18th October 1746

R-I-P-
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(4) Marble. West wall of chancel aisle, between arches.

I
THOMAS CRISPE of Parbold, Esq., departed this life j 
April 3d, Aged 68, & was interred under the Stone In 
scribed wth his Name. 1 He had the Honour to Represent 
the Borough of Ilcester in Somersetshire during one 
of the Parliaments of the late Reign & acquitted himself of that 
important Trust as he did also of the respective Offices of the 
Several Relations wch he sustained in Life wth untainted Integ 
rity & great Ability: In him were united the Polite 
Scholar & the fine Gentleman. He was humane, affable & 
Courteous, loyal to his Prince & A True friend to his 
Country, and by his virtuous & Graceful Behaviour 
in every Capacity shed new lustre on the Ancient 
Family of wch he was A Worthy Descendant.

His mournful Widow, not for Ostentation or Vanity 
But to Testify A Pious Regard for the Memory 
of her beloved Consort Erected this Monument

A.D. 1763.

(5) Large marble monument. North wall of chancel.

SACRED
To the Memory of the Reverend

M" IOHN DOUGLAS A.M.
Rector of this Parish 24 Years

who died the 28th of February 1766
as also M" ELIZABETH COWPER

(Wife of the Rev* M' JOSEPH
COWPER of Broughton) Son

and Daughter of JOHN DOUGLAS
of Leeds in the County of YORK

Esqr. a

1 The stone, like all the others within the church, is now covered 
over by the new tiled floor. It lies in the chancel aisle immediately 
in front of the monument. Thomas Crisp died in 1758. The year 
of his death is not given on the monument.

1 A loose stone on the floor below is inscribed:

JOHN DOUGLAS A.M.
Rector of this Parish

24 Years.



Eccleston Church in Leyland 59

(6) Marble. East end of nave, north side of chancel arch.
In memory of 

MELIORA DICCONSON
Wife of

WILLIAM DICCONSON 
of WRIGHTINTON, Esqr

(and Daughter of
THOMAS and MELIORA STANLEY 

of Little ECCLESTON'm the Fild)
who departed this life Jany

the 29th 1794. jEtatis Suae 82
Requiescat in Pace

The tender Wife, and Friend the most sincere 
Need no Mechanic help to swell the Tear. 
In heart felt numbers never meant to shine 
They'll flow resistless o'er a Hearse like thine. 
She was, but I want words to tell you what, 
Think what a Wife should be, and she was that, 
Belov'd by her Servants, as a tender Mother, 
But oh! she is gone and not left such another. 
She's gone to the Celestial mansion her blest abode 
To Sing with the Saints the Praises of her God.

(7) Marble. North wall of chancel aisle, high up.
To the Memory of 

EDMUND NEWMAN KERSHAW
of HESKIN HALL, Esquire,

In whose character MILDNESS of DISPOSITION
and FIDELITY in FRIENDSHIP

were happily united. 
He died at Dawlish in the County of Devon

in the 35th year of his age 
with all the COMFORT supplied by

HOPE, 
and all the RESIGNATION afforded by

RELIGION
died Dec. 1810 J. Baker, fecit

Liverpool

(8) Marble. North wall of chancel, below the foregoing.
SACRED

TO THE MEMORY
OF MARY ANNE, THE BELOVED WIFE OF 

EDMUND NEWMAN KERSHAW of HESKIN, Esq.
and eldest daughter of the Rev. W. YATES 

Rector of this Parish, who died October i6th 1840 
33 years.

.
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(9) Marble. North wall of chancel.

In Memory of 
THE REVEREND THOMAS WHITEHEAD A.M.

RECTOR Of this PARISH
during a Period of forty-two years.

He possessed
the love and Esteem of his Parishioners, and 

the Blessing of the Poor.
He died 

the 26th day of May 1819 in the 66th year of his age.

(10) Marble. South wall of chancel aisle, between door and 
window.

SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF 

THE REVD. RIGBYE RIGBYE OF HARROCK HALL
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE 

THE 2nd FEBRUARY 1827, AGED 76. 
THIS MONUMENT IS ERECTED BY A

SORROWING WIDOW IN GRATEFUL TESTIMONY OF RESPECT
AND AFFECTION FOR THE BEST OF HUSBANDS AND OF FATHERS
HUMBLY TRUSTING THAT THROUGH THE MERCY OF HIS GOD

AND SA VIO UR HE IS RECEIVING THE REWARD 
OF A RELIGIOUS AND WELL SPENT LIFE AMONG THE BLESSED

IN HE A VEN
TRUTH HONOUR AND INTEGRITY 

WERE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS UPRIGHT 
AND EXCELLENT MAN.

(ri) Marble. East wall of chancel aisle, between window and 
south wall, high up.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF
CATHERINE CONSTANTIA 

WIFE OF JAMES CHARLES MICHELL
(ONE OF THE COHEIRESSES 

OF ALEXANDER KERSHAW ESQUIRE
FORMERLY OF HESKIN HALL)

WHOSE DEATH OCCURRED AT BRIGHTON
DECEMBER 31 st 1838, AT THE AGE OF 54

THIS TABLET IS AFFIXED
BY HER HUSBAND AND SURVIVING CHILDREN 

BLESSED BE HER MEMORY !
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(12) Marble. East wall of chancel aisle, below the foregoing.

SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF 

JAMES CHARLES MICHELL
YOUNGEST SON OF

THE REVD. HENRY MICHELL
FORMERLY VICAR OF BRIGHTON, SUSSEX.

HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE
ON THE 19th DAY OF JUNE, 1841,

AGED 73

"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will 'God bring with him."

(13) Slate and stone monument. North wall of nave.

SACRED
TO 

THE RESPECTIVE MEMORIES OF
ELLEN WIFE OF THOMAS HAWKSHEAD OF
HESKIN DAUGHTER OF JOHN HESKIN OF HESKIN
WHO DIED JANUARY 24th 1779 AGED 68 YEARS
AGNES WIFE OF WILLIAM HAWKSHEAD OF
HESKIN ONLY DAUGHTER OF THOMAS HARRISON OF
ULNES WALTON WHO DIED JUNE i4th 1814 AGED 63 YEARS
WILLIAM SON OF THOMAS HAWKSHEAD OF
HESKIN WHO DIED MAY ist 1826 AGED 87 YEARS
THOMAS SON OF WILLIAM HAWKSHEAD OF
HESKIN A.M. WHO DIED NOVEMBER 2ist 1844 AGED
62 YEARS. THE LAST MALE OF THE HAWKSHEAD FAMILY.
ELLEN HAWKSHEAD OF HESKIN DAUGHTER 
OF WILLIAM HAWKSHEAD WHO DIED 5th 
JANUARY 1850 AGED 64 YEARS

THIS TABLET WAS ERECTED BY WILLIAM 
HAWKSHEAD TALBOT NEPHEW AND HEIR OF THOMAS 
HAWKSHEAD IN MEMORY OF THE HAWKSHEADS 
WHO CAME TO RESIDE IN THIS PARISH FROM 
CHORLEY IN 1737 AND WHO HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
MUCH AND UNIVERSALLY RESPECTED 

MARCH 1845

AS ONE GENERATION PASSETH AWAY ANOTHER 
GENERATION COMETH. Eccl. Ic. 4v.

1 1
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(14) Marble. North wall of chancel.

SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF 

THE REVEREND WILLIAM YATES
THE HIGHLY ESTEEMED RECTOR OF THIS PARISH 

FOR THE PROLONGED PERIOD OF 41 YEARS

BELOVED IN EVERY RELATION OF LIFE

ADMIRED FOR THE AMIABLE QUALITIES OF HIS CHARACTER 

AND RESPECTED FOR HIS INTRINSIC WORTH

HE DIED JANUARY 23rd 1854

DEEPLY DEPLORED BY HIS AFFLICTED WIDOW AND CHILDREN

AND LAMENTED BY A CIRCLE OF NUMEROUS FRIENDS

AGED 77 YEARS

ALSO TO

FRANCES
BELOVED WIFE OF THE ABOVE

WHO DIED DEC1 6th 1856

AGED 80 YEARS

(15) Marble. South wall of chancel aisle, between window and 
east wall.

IN MEMORY OF

LJETITIA MARIA AHMUTY
DAUGHTER OF 

JOHN AHMUTY OF THE INNER TEMPLE

BARRISTER AT LAW

AND OF THE ISLAND OF GRENADA

AND MARIA ELIZABETH HIS WIFE

DIED ON THE 5*h OF NOVEMBER 1860

AT LYMINGTON IN HAMPSHIRE

AGED 80

" ENTER NOT INTO JUDGEMENT WITH THY SERVANT 
O LORD, FOR IN THY SIGHT SHALL NO MAN LIVING 

BE JUSTIFIED"

IN GRATEFUL AFFECTION

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED

BY HER ONLY SURVIVING NIECE

MARIA ELIZABETH MICHELL
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(16) Marble. South wall of nave aisle.
IN MEMORY 

OF THE
REVD. T. MARSHALL

THE RESPECTED AND BELOVED CURATE
OF THIS CHURCH 

FOR UPWARDS OF 37 YEARS
WHO DIED JULY 3rd 1851 

IN THE 66th YEAR OF HIS AGE
THIS TABLET WAS ERECTED 

BY A GRATEFUL CONGREGATION
AND OTHER FRIENDS 

IN TOKEN OF THEIR HIGH ESTEEM
The memory of the just is blessed.

(17) Brass. North wall of chancel.
This church was by means 
of Voluntary | Contributions 
Reseated, Restored, & Em 
bellished | with five Painted 
Windows on its North Side 
and West End A.D. 1868-9

'The Rev. John Sparling, Rector 
Mr Ralph Miller } Church 
Mr John Wrennall/Wardens 
Mr Thomas Sumner \Sides 
Mr Joseph Hacking /men

(18) Brass under east window of chancel aisle.
To THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF WILLIAM CHARLES 
YATES LATE CAPTAIN ist (ROYAL) REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS ONLY 
SON OF WILLIAM YATES M.A. | RECTOR OF THIS PARISH WHO 
DIED AT YEALAND CONYERS JAN17 4th 1869, AGED 52 
YEARS. THIS WINDOW IS DEDICATED BY HIS WIDOW CHARLOTTE 
MAYSON YATES.

(19) Brass under north window of chancel.

To the glory of God and in loving Memory of 
Frances Yates, M.A. Kershaw, and S. E. Smith 
This Window is dedicated by their sister H. J. Yates.

(20) Marble. South wall of chancel aisle, over door.
SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF

ALEXANDER THRELFALL
A FAITHFUL FRIEND & SERVANT FOR 2O YEARS

AT ECCLESTON RECTORY
HE DIED, REGRETTED BY ALL, DEC. 12th 1884, AGED 48 YEARS 

THIS TABLET IS PLACED TO RECORD THEIR ESTEEM
BY REV J. SPARLING & REV. H. BRETHERTON.

" WELL DONE THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT."
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(21) Brass. Over vestry door, north wall of chancel.

IN MEMORIAM
THE REVD. JOHN SPARLING

FOR TWENTY-NINE YEARS RECTOR OF ECCLESTON 
BORN A.D. 1815 DIED A.D. 1890

DURING HIS TERM OF OFFICE 
VARIOUS USEFUL WORKS WERE ACCOMPLISHED

IN THE PARISH 
IN SOME OF WHICH HE WAS PERMITTED TO ASSIST

" Behold my Witness is in Heaven and my Record is on High."-
Job xvi. 19.

(22) Brass. At west end of nave, north of tower arch.

To the Glory of God, and in memory of
Hariott Jane Yates

who died May 24th 1898
the above clock was presented to this church

by her Nephews and Nieces 
and other Members of the family. Decr 25th 1898.

(23) Brass. North wall of chancel.

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
AND IN LOVING MEMORY

OF THE SONS OF 
WILLIAM CHARLES YATES

AND HIS WIFE 
CHARLOTTE MASON YATES

WALTER JONATHAN BORN AUG. 
25th 1865
DIED FEB.
27th 1894

WILLIAM CLARK BORN APRIL 
i8th 1851
DIED SEP. 
22nd 1897 

AND JOHN WOOD BORN JUNE
30th 1852
DIED OCT.
23rd 1894

THE EAST WINDOW OF THE CHANCEL
IS DEDICATED BY THEIR MOTHER

A.D. 1908
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CARVED OAK PANELS

In chancel:
In front of stalls, north side :

1. Square panel with arms of Pickering. Shield, helm, crest, and 
mantling and initials R-P.

2. Small shaped panel inscribed TJ?3£

3. Panel with shield, helm, crest, and mantling, probably meant 
for the arms of Rigbye, but the cross fleurie is not charged, 
as it should be, with five mullets.

In chancel aisle:
At end of pew, west side :

4. Panel with shield, helm, crest, and mantling. Arms : i and 4 
Lathom, 2 and 3 Bradshaw. The crest is an eagle in 
prey. 

At end of pew, east side :
5. Bench end with shield, helm, crest, and mantling. Arms of 

Mawdesley with initials R-M. and date 1637.

In nave:
East end, south side, pew end :

6. Shield with arms of Wrightington and initials E-W. 
East end, north side, panel on pew end:

7. Arms of Rigby as No. 3.
1638

8. Small shield-shaped panel, with date and initials: TA^R 

Near west end, south side, on pew end:
9. Panel with initials A-T and crest of Towneley.

E


