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I T is certainly a remarkable fact that a paper 
has never been read to the Historic Society 

of Lancashire and Cheshire upon the Tower of 
Liverpool; nor, so far as can be ascertained, has 
any serious attempt ever been made to elucidate 
its history.

I fancy the view of most people who have taken 
an interest in the Tower has been that there is 
really not much more to be known than the facts, 
generally stated in local histories, that the Tower 
was built early in the fifteenth century by Sir 
T-homas Stanley, that he obtained leave to fortify 
it, that it was used by members of the Stanley 
family when on their way to and from the Isle of 
Man, and, after being the scene of numerous ban 
quets and entertainments, it eventually passed into 
the hands of the Corporation of Liverpool, when it 
was used as a gaol, and was eventually pulled down 
about 1820.

To the early history of the Tower I confess I 
cannot add much, but there is a good deal of its 
later history, and especially during the Common 
wealth, which has never been satisfactorily investi-
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gated, and upon which new light can be thrown, and 
I shall try and make a clear and accurate statement 
of all material facts so far as I can ascertain them.

The fields and gardens, upon which the Tower 
was afterwards erected, pleasantly abutting upon 
the river Mersey, and within a stone's-throw of the 
Chapel of St. Mary del Key, were, in the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries, part of the property of an 
offshoot of the de Lathom family, calling itself 
de Knowsley, and, as part of the estates of this 
family, probably passed back again to the main line 
upon the marriage of Sir Robert de Lathom with 
Katherine Knowsley toward the end of the thir 
teenth century.

The romantic story of the acquisition of these 
lands by Sir John Stanley is to be found in all our 
local histories, and I regret to have to come to the 
conclusion that it is only another specimen of the 
historical legends which it is our duty to reject.

The story is related by Seacome in his History 
of the House of Stanley, and is practically accepted 
and repeated by Sir James Picton in his Memorials 
of Liverpool. 1 Picton rightly ridicules Seacome's 
ludicrous statement that Sir John Stanley was born 
in 1354 and fought at Poictiers in 1357, saying that 
" Seacome perpetrates such grotesque blunders in 
the matter of dates that it is very difficult to come 
at the truth." Let us see if Picton is any less 
grotesque than Seacorne in the matter of facts. 
Whilst he says, " It is clear any legend founded on 
a statement of this kind must be very mythical in 
its character," he goes on : " It is tolerably certain, 
however, that at a tournament held at Winchester, 
near the close of King Edward's reign, John Stanley 
greatly distinguished himself, was knighted on the 
spot, and by his knightly deeds won the heart of 
the fair Isabel of Lathom, who was present with

1 1873 edition, vol. ii. pp. So, 88,
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her father. On their marriage, which was cele 
brated soon afterwards, Sir John was presented 
by his father-in-law with the site of the Tower." 
Elsewhere in his volumes, Picton states that Sir 
Thomas Lathom had no legitimate male issue, and 
an only daughter Isabel. Let us now state a few 
real facts,1 and I believe and hope this legend will 
disappear for ever.

Sir Thomas Lathom died in 1382, and the 
marriage of his daughter to Sir John Stanley did 
not take place for several years, and probably not 
before 1385. A dispensation was granted some 
years later. 2

I am not concerned with the tournament and 
knighting, matters of everyday occurrence in those 
times, but the above statement renders it certain 
that the site of the Tower was not given to Sir 
John Stanley by his father-in-law on the occasion of 
his marriage. That it ever was given to him at all 
is rendered extremely unlikely by the following 
facts. 3 Neither at the time of her father's death, 
nor of her own marriage, was Isabel the heiress 
or only child of her father. Far from having no 
legitimate male issue, and an only daughter, Sir 
Thomas Lathom had five children   Thomas, 
Edward (who did not live to inherit), Isabel, Mar 
garet, and Katherine. Upon Sir Thomas's death 
in 1382 the Lathom estates, including no doubt 
those in Liverpool, passed to the eldest son and heir, 
Thomas, who married Isabella, daughter of Roger 
Pilkington, and died within a short time, namely, 
on 3rd November 1383. A posthumous daughter, 
Ellen, inherited his estates. She only lived a few

1 See Lanes. Inq, (Chet. Soc.), vol. xcv. pp. 10, 11, 17-20; vol. 
xcix. p. iv ; Vict. County History of Lanes., vol. iii. pp. 158, 251 ; AW. 
Parl., vol. iii. pp. 204-5 i Miscell. Palatina (Ormerod).

1 Lichfield Diocesan Register Books, 7 and 8, fol. 122 ; Local 
Gleanings, December 1875, p. 109 ; Ormerod's Cheshire, vol. ii. p. 412.

3 See references given in note I.
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years. The records show she was alive apparently 
in 1387, but was dead by the end of 1390, and it 
was upon her death, and not before, that the Lathom 
estates passed to Isabel Stanley as the then heiress 
of Sir Thomas Lathom. Hence I think it almost 
certain that the site of the Tower passed, with the 
rest of the Lathom estates, to the Stanley family 
simply because Sir John Stanley married the ulti 
mate heiress of the Lathom family.

The date when the Tower was built is generally 
given as 1406, being based on the well-known 
licence granted by Henry IV. to Sir John Stanley 
to embattle his house; but other statements are 
generally made in this connection which it is desir 
able to examine and correct.

Baines gives a reason for the fortification which 
may, of course, be the true one, but for which I 
know of no authority. He says 1 that, "in order to 
facilitate communication between Sir John Stanley's 
Lancashire and Cheshire estates and his new do 
minion in the Isle of Man, [Henry IV.] authorised 
him to fortify a house which he had built at Liver 
pool." Baines then gives a translation of the 
Letters Patent, which is more or less accurate 
except in one particular, which is of no little im 
portance. The text of these Letters Patent has, so 
far as I know, never been printed, and an accurate 
copy will be found in the Appendix to this paper. 
The licence, it will be seen, granted leave to Sir 
John to embattle and crenellate his house in Liver 
pool. Now Baines in his translation makes the 
licence refer to " a certain house which he [Sir 
John] has lately constructed" in Liverpool, and 
comments, "It will be seen the above deed speaks 
of the tower or house as having been recently built by 
Sir John Stanley, and there is no evidence that any 
such building existed in Liverpool previous to his

1 History of Liverpool, p. 180.
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time." But, as will be seen on turning to the 
Letters Patent, the reference is to a certain house 
which he "cle novo construxit" of stone and lime. 
It is difficult to say how the word "lately" crept 
in, as it is certain there is nothing of the kind on 
the Patent Roll or in the Calendar, 1 but it has been 
regularly repeated in local works down to the pre 
sent time, and will probably appear again.

As an embattled building, therefore, the Tower 
came into existence in the year 1406, but it is a 
fair though not certain inference from the words 
" de novo construxit" that there had previously 
been a house upon the site. By whom or when 
this house was built there is no evidence to show, 
and I do not know that it is of any importance 
to do so.

One John the Irishman is generally credited with 
being the builder, or, at any rate, the rebuilder, of 
the Tower, and this may be borne out by a reference, 
said to be found in the Court-book of the Manor of 
Hale, a contemporary record, 2 which states that the 
tomb of John Leyot, rector of Bangor (who died in 
1428), was built in Hale Chapel in his lifetime by 
two men, namely, John the Mason, the Irishman, 
one of those who had built the Tower of Liverpool 
for Sir John Stanley, and John the Northcountry-

1 Picton may have known of the correct text; he refers (vol. ii. p. 
80) to the "house he was then building (or extending) by the river 
side," and (vol. i. p. 37) " built or enlarged." Mr. Henry Peet, F.S.A., 
in Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne, p. 55 (additional sheet), 
quotes the licence as being one " to embattle a house lately built in 
Liverpole," and gives as his authority the Calendar of Patent Rolls ; 
but he did not consult either the Roll or the Calendar, the latter 
giving the licence as one " to crenellate a house which he has built in 
the town of Lyverpole, Co. Lancaster." In Gore's Annals of Liverpool, 
1910, the incorrect date of 1404 is given as the date of the licence. It 
is also there stated that the Tower was supposed to be built in 1252. 
A later entry, that in 1737 it was leased by the Corporation from 
Thomas Clayton, who had purchased it from the Earl of Derby, is, 
of course, also incorrect, as will be seen further on in this paper.

2 See Gregson's Fragments (1869), p. 204; and Hah Hall (iSSl), 
p. 84. I have not been able to check this doubtful statement.
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man, another mason, who had built Sir Henry 
Norris's vault.

We have no means of knowing what the original 
crenellated building was like, and alterations doubt 
less took place; but in all probability the building 
did not differ very materially from the earliest repre 
sentation of the Tower in the well-known view of 
Liverpool about I68O.1 One of the best pictures of 
the Tower is that shown in Richard Wright's oil 
painting of Liverpool in i76o, 2 now in the Public 
Museum, and there are numerous views reproduced 
in Herdman's four volumes of Relics of Ancient 
Liverpool?

It is not possible to speak with any certainty as 
to the history of the Tower for the first century or 
so of its existence, but from the sixteenth century 
onwards it is safe to say that it could only have 
been an occasional residence of the Stanley family, 
waiting for a favourable wind to proceed to the Isle 
of Man, or upon the occasion of some important 
event calling upon them to pay a visit to the town.

Leland, writing about 1540, whilst noting that 
the Earl of Derby had a stone house in Liverpool 
(the Tower), and referring to Knowsley as " a pretty 
house" of the Earl, calls Lathom his "chiefest 
house." In a survey of the Hundred of West 
Derby, taken in 1590, the Tower is not included in 
a list of three of the Earl's chief houses, the third 
one on this occasion being New Park, Ormskirk. 
After the destruction, during the Civil War, of 
Lathom House, Knowsley took, and maintained, 
its place as the principal residence of the Earls of 
Derby until the present time.

In 1673, there is the often-quoted reference by
1 For an account of this picture see vol. xxiv., N.S., Trans. Hist. 

Soc. of Lancashire and Cheshire.
2 Exhibited (No. 103) in Historical Exhibition of 1907.
3 For a list of views, see the catalogue of Liverpool Prints and 

Documents issued by the Liverpool Public Library.
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Blome to " a stately and strong pile of building 
called ' the Tower,' erected many hundred years 
ago by Sir John de Stanley and his Lady."

So far, I have added little or nothing to the 
history of the Tower, but I now pass to a period 
when, owing to the control of it passing temporarily 
from the Derby family, we can find numerous 
records throwing light upon its history.

During the Commonwealth, one Alexander Greene 
seems to have got into possession of the Tower, 
whether under a lease from Lord Derby or not is 
uncertain, but it is very probable. We first hear of 
the name of Greene in this connection in 1651. In 
that year Lord Molyneux was captured and brought 
into Liverpool (which he was plotting with Lord 
Derby to take). He was temporarily imprisoned, 
no doubt in the Tower, under Greene's charge. In 
a letter dated i8th March 1650/1, from Richard 
Worsley at Liverpool to Edward Moore of Bank- 
hall, then in London,1 we read : " here is great 
newes in Leverpoole. . . . My Lord Mollineux was 
yesterday brought prisoner to the towne with most 
of his gentlemen and horses. . . . Mr. Alex. Greene 
in Leverpoole hath a guard set on him with many 
others; they must goe very speedily to Chester."

The Tower of Liverpool was, of course, among 
the estates of the Earl of Derby forfeited for his 
treason to the Commonwealth, and sequestrated. 
It was probably alternately occupied by whichever 
party, Royalist or Parliamentary, happened to be in 
power in Liverpool, and used as a temporary prison. 
After the execution, in 1651, of Lord'Derby, con 
tracts were made by the trustees of the forfeited 
estates for the sale of various portions, and 
Alexander Greene entered into an agreement for 
the purchase of the Tower outright. He is called

1 Moore MSS., vol. xiii. Trans. Hist. Soc. of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, p. 272.
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"tenant" in some of the documents, and the Tower 
may have been let to him by the trustees, but I 
think he probably had been a tenant of the Earl 
before the estates were forfeited.

The date of this transaction has been incorrectly 
given. The following entry appears in the books 
of the Committee for Compounding : 1 

" 16th SEPT. 1653.

" By the Trustees for ye sale of Lands and 
Estates forfeited to ye Commonwealth for 
treason.

"Alexander Greene, gent., on the 25th May 
1653, contracted with the said trustees for 
the purchase of two tenements with appur 
tenances in Liverpool in the several occu 
pations of the said Alexander Greene 
(known by the name of the Tower), and 
Ralph Massam, 2 or their assigns, Co. 
Lancaster, late part of the estate of 
James, late Earl of Derby. And the said 
Alexander Greene having paid the first 
moiety of the purchase money on the 

- 16th Sept., as appears by the acquittance 
of the monies raised by sale of the said 
estates, It is ordered that the Comrs- for 
Compounding at Goldsmith's Hall give 
direction to the Comrs' of Sequestration to 
permit the said Alexander Greene, or his 
assigns, quietly to enjoy the premises and 
take the issues and profits thereof, and 
that the occupier of the premises do pay 
rent unto the said Alexander Greene, or 
to such person as he shall appoint."

1 Committee for Compounding, vol. xix. No. 527, fol. 451. See also 
vol. xviii. A., No. 896. 

  Ralph Massani's property has nothing to do with the matter.
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It will be seen from this that in May 1653 
Greene contracted to buy the Tower, and on his 
paying a moiety of the purchase money on the i6th 
September, an order was made by the Treason 
Trustees that the Commissioners for Compounding 
should direct the Commissioners for Sequestration 
to allow Greene to take possession of the Tower. 
The actual discharge from sequestration took place 
three days later. 1

1 have been quite unable to discover any proof 
that Greene ever succeeded in obtaining any benefit 
from the contract. Indeed, it is possible, though I do 
not think so, that he was only a dummy set up by the 
Derby family to purchase. At any rate it is certain, 
as we shall see, that in a very few years the eighth 
Earl of Derby had got back the Tower into his 
possession. The exact process of recovery is not 
clear. If Greene was a dummy, it was easily done. 
If not, then, on the analogy of other cases, it is prob 
able the contract was annulled on payment of com 
pensation to Greene, perhaps under the permission, 
given in 1653 to tne eighth Earl, to repurchase the 
family estates. It it true that in 1662 and 1663, ten 
years later, Alexander Greene is rated in the Hearth 
Tax returns 2 for Liverpool as the occupier of a house 
in Water Street with nine hearths, which, no doubt, 
represents the Tower, but this is consistent with his

1 Mr. Henry Feet, F.S.A., in his additional sheet to p. 55 of Liver 
pool in the Reign of Queen Anne, quotes an entry in the Calendar of 
the Committee for Compounding (1643-1660) not, as he terms it, 
" Calendar of State Papers (Domestic Series)" partii. p. 1118, giving 
the discharge of the Tower from sequestration. To the date given, 
" Sep. 19," he adds " 1646," but, of course, that year is out of the ques 
tion, as the Earl of Derby only compounded in 1649. It is true the 
running date 1646 is given at the top of the page of the Calendar, and 
this is misleading. But the entries immediately above and below the 
one in question are for the year 1653. In addition, references are 
given in the margin of the Calendar to vol. xviii. A, p. 896 of the pro 
ceedings, and to the orders (O. T. T., 79, 471) of the Treason Trustees, 
which enable the correct date to he given as September 19, 1653.

2 Partly printed for 1662 in vol. xvi., N.S., Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane, 
and Cheshire, and for 1663 in Moore Rental, ed. Irvine.

D
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being either tenant or owner, and there is no doubt 
it was the former.

There were two Alexander Greenes (apparently 
father and son) who were prominent locally at this 
date, and it is not clear from the evidence which 
was the one connected with the Tower. Alexander 
Greene, senior, was the second recorded Postmaster 
of Manchester, and as in his time that office was more 
concerned with horses than with letters, its holder 
was usually an innkeeper. Greene was the land 
lord of the " Eagle and Child" in St. Mary's Gate, 
one of the two best inns in Manchester. In 1648 
he became postmaster, succeeding Richard Halliwell, 
the rival innkeeper, who favoured the Royalists. 
Greene's sympathies were with the Parliamentary 
party, though his inn is said to have been named 
after the badge of the Derby family. It was in his 
inn that the famous banquet was given in 1642 to 
Lord Strange which was disturbed by the Round 
heads. 1 He was one of the trustees of Humphrey 
Chetham in 1651. On the Royalist revival in 1660 
the postmastership reverted to the Halliwells again 
for a couple of years, but Greene again held office 
from 1662 till his death. His widow then applied 
for it, but being unable, through financial embarrass 
ment, to pay her husband's debts to the post-office, 
the postmastership was given to another. 2

Probably the Alexander Greene who occurs fre 
quently in the Liverpool municipal and local records, 
and who, in 1657, was elected "Chief Bailiff for 
the Mayor and for his Highness the Lord Pro 
tector," and in 1660 served as Mayor, was a son. 
Apparently the father died in 1665 or 1666, without 
a will. He may be the same as " Alexander Greene

1 Civil War Tracts (Chet. Soc.), vol. ii. p. 32.
a Many facts about Greene are given in a paper by C. Roeder in 

vol. xxii. Lanes, and Ches. Antiq. Soc., p. i, on "Beginnings of the 
Manchester Post Office." I have also used information kindly given 
to me by Mr. Ernest Axon.
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of Manchester vintenor," who was buried there on 
2nd August 1666, but the lease next mentioned 
refers to him as dead in 1665. Administration of 
his estate was granted at Chester in I666. 1

Returning again to the Tower, by July 1665 it is 
certain that Charles, Earl of Derby, was once more in 
possession of it, for, on the i4th of that month, he 
granted a lease of it, " late in the occupation of 
Alexander Greene deceased," to Lawrence Halstead 
of Rooley, Lanes, gent, and George Hill of St. 
Clements Danes, London, gent. It is possible this 
lease was taken in their names to avoid claims by 
Greene's creditors. At any rate, in July 1667 the 
lessees executed a declaration that they held the 
lease in trust for Ruth Greene of Manchester. This 
was the widow of Alexander Greene, and she was 
the daughter of Thos. Atherton of Liverpool and 
Ruth his wife.

Atherton was one of the town's bailiffs in 1668, 
and died on 23rd October 1671, and both he and 
his wife were buried in St. Nicholas' Church. His 
widow seems to have occupied the Tower after his 
death, and this led me to make an examination of 
the Hearth Tax returns 2 for 1673. I found there

1 The inventory, dated 2nd August 1666, of his effects, of the value 
of ,£362, is of great length. It mentions articles in a great number of 
places. In " the barne" was an " eagle and child signe at the dore," 
valued at 6s. 8d. Other places mentioned are as follows: "The 
cellar, the Closet next to the Pump, the closet nearer the Stable, the 
ostlery and Corn Chamber, the Great Chamber, the Nursery, the 
Chamber called Paradise, the Stayrehead chamber, the little store 
house in the Gallery, the Mayden's Chamber, the Green, Yellow, 
Rose, and White Chambers, ' Cambridge,' the garden Chamber, the 
old exchange, the gallery, ' Oxford,' the Angel,' Labour in Vayne,' 
the Star Chamber, the mayd and men servants' chamber, the new 
building, the brewhouse, Westminster, ye closet in Westminster, the 
new exchange, the pump parlor, London, the napery, the Bull's Head, 
the Siddar, the Barre, the Bell, the ' billyard' rooms, &c."

2 Vol. xvi., N.S., Trans. Hist. Soc, Lane, and Cheshire. It is 
worth noting that Thomas Clayton is rated in 1673 for six hearths, 
but from the position of his name in the return and for other reasons 
I think it is certainly not for the Tower, but for the house referred to 
in note I, p. 54.



52 The Tower of Liverpool

the name of Thos. Atherton rated in respect of eight 
hearths (? in Water Street), which, I think, must be 
for those of the Tower. Whether or not this was a 
son, I do not know, but the Athertons may have 
occupied the Tower under some arrangement with 
their daughter, Mrs. Greene.

If further proof is needed that the Tower had 
been recovered by the Earl, it will be found in an 
entry in the Corporation records for 1669. In that 
year Lord Derby sent a messenger to the Mayor, 
demanding possession of the houses "lately erected 
between my house called the Toiver and the sea," 
which doubtless were a great obstruction and annoy 
ance to his tenants. This demand the Corporation 
declined to comply with, on the grounds that the 
houses were built on Corporation land, and appa 
rently they successfully maintained their ownership. 
At any rate the Corporation kept on enclosing and 
leasing the land to the west of Church Alley (after 
wards Prison Weint) and the churchyard, and a 
thick belt of houses sprang up alongside the Tower. 
Among these buildings was the Merchants' Coffee 
House and Assembly Rooms, which stood next to 
"the Strand," at the south-west corner of the 
churchyard. In 1883 all these houses, and part of 
the churchyard, were purchased by the Corporation 
for ^60,000, in order to widen the street alongside 
George's Dock.

Returning to the Athertons,1 in 1682 we find 
Mrs. Atherton entering into an agreement with 
"Thomas Clayton of Liverpool, Merchant," appa 
rently for the sale of her interest in the Tower. 
What this exactly was is not quite clear, as the 
document itself is not available, 2 but in a few weeks

J About 1677, Mrs. Atherton had occupied a shop, house, and 
cellars "next unto Water Street on the north side," which were let 
in that year by Lord Derby to John Waring. Ex inf. W. F. Irvine.

* The contract, and the subsequent lease, mortgage, and release, are 
mentioned in a schedule of deeds at the end of the deed of nth 
November 1775, subsequently mentioned.
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she obtained a transfer from Halstead, the surviving 
lessee, and her daughter Ruth, of the rest of the 
Derby lease of 1665. This was, no doubt, at once 
surrendered, as the same year the ninth Earl of 
Derby granted a new lease of the Tower for three 
lives to Thomas Clayton. The latter immediately 
mortgaged it to Mrs. Atherton, probably to secure 

* the money he had agreed to pay for the sale of 
the old lease, and on the same day he obtained 
a release from Edward Lewis of Liverpool and 
Elizabeth (Greene) his wife, Catherine Greene, 
and Ruth Greene, of any interest they might 
have in the Tower. These ladies were the 
children and widow of Alexander Greene, and no 
doubt it was thought wiser to obtain a discharge 
from them. The mortgage to Mrs. Atherton, who 
died in 1692, seems to have been discharged in 
1683.

Thomas Clayton was a prominent Liverpool 
merchant. He was not a freeman born, and in 
1672 (after he had probably come here from Lon 
don) he was permitted to trade in the borough on 
payment of 203. a quarter during pleasure, and pay 
ment of town's customs, leys and arrears of fines. 
His rise locally was very rapid, and in 1680 he was 
elected Mayor, being specially admitted to the 
freedom for the purpose.

In the rate assessment book of I7O8 1 we find 
him rated as "Alderman Tho. Clayton" for the 
Tower and adjoining tenements. This has led 
to the assumption that he was the owner, and had 
acquired the Tower from or through the repre 
sentatives of Alexander Greene. There is no 
foundation, except this entry, for treating him as, 
at any time, the owner of the Tower. He 
never was, and it is certain he is rated as occupier

1 Recently edited by Mr. Henry Peet, F.S.A., for the Historic 
Society under the title of Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne.
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only, being a tenant of Lord Derby, as already 
indicated. 1

The identity of Thomas Clayton was a more diffi 
cult matter. It has always been assumed that he 
was a brother of William Clayton the M.P. and 
Mayor of Liverpool. I am satisfied that he was 
not. The fact is of some importance, and I have 
taken a good deal of trouble to ascertain who was 
the occupier of the Tower in 1708.

The known facts about Alderman Tho. Clayton 
have already been shortly stated, and are more or 
less consistent with his having been one of two 
persons.

To enable this to be understood, it is necessary 
to give a brief account of the families of Clayton of 
Fulwood and Adlington. I found, when I embarked 
upon this inquiry, that the printed and MS. pedi 
grees of these families were all inaccurate or incom 
plete, and therefore I compiled one for myself, 
which has been printed in The Genealogist? and 
clears up a good many errors already in print. 
For details of this family, therefore, reference can 
be made to the pages of The Genealogist; but, 
shortly, it may be here stated that the Claytons of 
Fulwood and of Adlington were both descended 
from the Claytons of Crooke, who were established 
at that place near Leyland early in the sixteenth 
century. The elder branch, after producing a not 
able person in Dr. Richard Clayton, Master of St. 
John's College, Cambridge, Dean of Peterborough, 
and Archdeacon of Lincoln (d. i6i2),3 ended in 
an heiress, who married one of the Leycesters of

1 A marginal note in the Moore Rental (edited by W. F. Irvine), 
p. 115, mentions " His great house next the Water, Mr. Clayton lives 
there." It is not clear whether William or Thomas Clayton is referred 
to, nor where " the great house " was ; it can hardly refer to the Tower, 
as we do not hear of Thomas as tenant of the Tower till 1682. Prob 
ably it was at the bottom of More Street. See note I, p. 51.

2 January 1910, vol. xxvi. p. 129.
3 See Diet. Nat. Biog.
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Toft in Cheshire. The younger branch acquired 
the Fulwood estates, and waxed and flourished 
exceedingly.

The acquisition by the Clay ton family of " The 
Crook," or Crowke Hall estate in Whittle in the 
Woods took place in the early years of the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, and was the occasion of much 
litigation, 1 which incidentally reveals a good deal of 
family history.

Before the Claytons obtained it, Crooke Hall 
seems to have been owned in moieties by two 
heiresses, Mary, the wife of John Ward of Denford, 
in the county of Northamptonshire, and Katherine, 
wife of one Henry Richardson. Some time before 
the year 1570 these moieties were conveyed, the 
one to Thomas Clayton of Leyland and his heirs, 
and the other to his brother John of Ulneswalton. 
At the time, however, of the sale there were in 
existence leases by the Wards and Richardsons of 
their moieties to Oliver Breres and Cecily his wife, 
and William Garstange, a son of Cecily, presumably 
by a former marriage ; and between 1570 and 1573, 
the Duchy records are full of bills and pleadings 
relating to the property. 2 Tp further complicate 
the matter, the Breres and Garstange sublet to 
James Anderton for a term of years, and he also 
joins in the litigation. The dispute was submitted 
in 1572 to John Fleetwood, Esq., who decided that 
the lease must be given up to the Claytons, who 
were to grant Garstange a lease of a moiety for 
fourteen years, and give the Breres ^30. The 
lessees refused to recognise the award, and the 
litigation recommenced. Eventually the Chancellor 
referred the dispute to Sir Richard Sherborne and 
William Farington, who decided in April 1573 that

1 Duchy Pleadings, vol. 81 33, 82 cio, cioa, 86 cli ; Draft Decrees 
15 Eliz., No. 21 ; vol. 144 a2o, 145 eg, 149 ci8, 208 3.22,3.223., 210 014.

2 Vide note i.
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the leases by Cecily Breres and Garstange (Oliver 
being then dead) must be given up, and that practi 
cally the whole estate (including the Hall) should be 
leased to Anderton for eleven years at ^4, 173. 6d. 
a year.

So far the Claytons had presented a united front, 
but the undivided moieties were at a somewhat later 
date the cause of an acute family quarrel. John Clay- 
ton seems to have made several settlements of his 
moiety; first in favour of his second son, Richard, 
then in favour of Ralph, and then in favour 
of his eldest son, William, who died unmarried. 
Upon the death of John in 1586, Richard Clay- 
ton, then "a poor student at Cambridge, and seldom 
going to the county of Lancaster," found that his 
brother and sister had got hold of the deeds, and a 
bitter quarrel broke out; the family being divided 
into three camps, Richard Clayton attacking his 
uncle Thomas and his brother Ralph, and his three 
sisters (who were to take in default of male issue) 
attacking all parties. Accusations of burning and 
cancelling the deeds and of fraud were freely made. 
Probably a compromise was ultimately effected, and 
in the result John Clay ton's moiety descended to his 
grandson, John, son of Ralph, in default of issue of 
Richard. His son in turn died without issue, and 
the moiety passed to the Leycesters of Toft by the 
marriage of a daughter to George Leycester.

Dr. Kuerden in his manuscript itineraries of 
Lancashire has several references to the Crooke 
property: " Here unto the Water of Lostock is a 
fair fabrick of stone called the New Croke, which 
was erected by Richard Clayton, Dr. of Divinity 
and master of St. John's College, Cambridge, who 
purchased [_sic] the estate in Whittle called the New 
and Old Croke, where the family of Clayton was 
planted for some generations. The New Croke 
descended to Richard Claytoa, Esq., who dying
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without heirs male it descended by a sister to the 
Leicesters of Toft in Cheshire, the present owners 
thereof; and the other House called the Old Croke 
descended to another brother of the family of Clay- 
ton, and by Captain Robert Clayton, now of Ful- 
wood, was sold to Mr. William Croke, who likewise 
purchased the half lordship of Whittle from James 
Anderton of Clayton, Esq." J

Writing again later, about 1695, Dr. Kuerden 
says that, after passing Euxton and Werden Halls, 
" you leave on the left the Old Croke, a seat lately 
belonging to the ancient family of the Claytons, and 
on the same hand the New Croke, lately belonging 
to Ric. Clayton, Esq., but now to Leicester of Toft 
and the family of Cross of Cross Hall." 2

The Fulwood estates were part of the waste of 
the Forest of Fulwood, and belonged to the Duchy. 
They had been leased by the Mayor and Burgesses 
of Preston, but by letters patent dated at Green 
wich, 22nd December 1551, Edward VI. granted 
them to Anthony Browne, one of the Justices of the 
Common Pleas, afterwards a Knight, and a famous 
person in his day. Sir Anthony, in the following 
February, transferred the estates to John Charnock 
of Farrington and Thomas Clayton, then described 
as "of Bockinge, Essex," 3 and since that date they 
descended as part of the Clayton estates.

Turning now to the identification of Alderman 
Thomas Clayton, it will be seen from the pedigree 
that Thomas Clayton of Old Crooke and Fulwood, 
who married Ann, daughter of Robert Blundell of 
I nee, and died in 1669, had two sons, Robert, of 
Fulwood, and Thomas, afterwards of Adlington, 
who both married sisters, daughters of John Ather- 
ton of Atherton.

1 Baines' Hist, of Lanes.
2 Local Gleanings (1875), vol. i. p. 212.
3 Duchy Pleadings, vols. 58 014, 143; and vols. 62 05.
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From Robert of Fulwood was descended William 
Clayton, Mayor of Liverpool in 1689, and for many 
years M.P. for the town; also John Clayton, Dean 
of Kildare, and his son, Dr. Robert Clayton, the 
famous Bishop of Killala and Clogher. 1 With the 
latter, who died in 1758, the male issue of the Ful 
wood family ended, and the estates were, it is said, 
left by him to his nearest male relative of the 
Adlington branch. But in the descendants of a 
marriage of Bishop Clayton's sister into the family 
of Browne of Browne's Hill, County Cailow, the 
family name was still retained, by their assumption, 
in 1889, of the name of Browne-Clayton.

Thomas Clayton, brother of Robert of Fulwood 
and uncle of William Clayton, M.P., is one of the 
persons whose claim to have been " Alderman Thos. 
Clayton" had to be considered. The other is 
Thomas Clayton, eldest brother of Wm. Clayton.

Thomas Clayton, the eldest brother, was aged 
15 in i664 2 and would therefore be only 31 in 1680, 
rather young for a Mayor. In a MSS. pedigree I 
have seen, and in the notes to the Leyland Regis 
ter, 3 he is said to have been Rector of Bolton in 
Bolland in 1661. This could not be, as he would 
then only be 12 years old, and besides we know the 
Rector of Bolton in Bolland was a distant cousin. 
Thomas Clayton, the brother, is entered on the 
Burgess Roll of Preston in 1662 as a son of his 
father, but not sworn until 1677. In 1667 he entered 
Magdalen Hall, Oxford, and Gray's Inn, and became 
a barrister in 1674. I cannot trace his death, but 
his younger brother William obtained the Fulwood 
estates, and this goes to show that Thomas probably 
died before him and without male issue.

1 See Diet. Nat. Biog., where he is wrongly given as a son of Dr. 
Robert Clayton and Eleanor Atherton. 

8 Dugdale's Visitation of Lanes. 
3 Lanes, and Ches. Rcc. Soc.
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THOMAS CLAYTON, uncle of William Clayton, 
M.P., and brother of Robert of Fulwood, is de 
scribed in Dugdale's Visitation of 1664 (when he 
would be 34) as a citizen of London, but seems 
to have come later to Liverpool, and, probably later 
still, purchased the manors of Adlington and Worth- 
ington. He first appears on the Preston Guild 
Roll in 1642, but he was not sworn until 1681. 
Both Thomases appear on the roll of 1662 as sons 
of their respective fathers, but Thomas (sworn 
1681) was a foreign burgess. The Roll of 1682 
practically settles the matter of identity. In it we 
find as " in-burgesses " Robert Clayton of Fulwood, 
and his son THOMAS (sworn 1677). We also find as 
foreign burgesses " Thomas Clayton of Liverpool, 
Mercator" and his three sons, Richard, Thomas, 
and Robert. Thus, it is clear that Thomas Clayton 
of Liverpool, merchant, was not the brother of 
William and the son of Robert, and everything 
points to the conclusion that the Thomas who was 
sworn in 1681 is the same as "Thomas of Liver 
pool, mercator," mentioned in 1682. Further, Dr. 
Kuerden refers to Thomas of Adlington as " mer 
chant Thomas Clayton." 1 I think, therefore, that 
it is certain that the lessee of the Tower from 1682, 
and its occupier in 1708, was Thomas Clayton, 
merchant, of Adlington and Liverpool, the uncle of 
William Clayton, M.P.

THOS. CLAYTON of Adlington died in 1722 (N.S.), 
at the great age of 91, and was buried at Standish 
Church, where there are several monumental in 
scriptions to the family.

By his will dated n August 1721 (Chester), 
he gave ^400 each to the children of his son

1 In describing the road from Wigan to Preston by Choriey, he 
says, " You pass"by Worthington Hall belonging to Merchant Tho. 
Clayton ; half a mile further you leave a fair built Fabric also belong 
ing to the sd. Merchant call'd Adlington Hall." Local Gleanings 
(1875), vol. i. p. 220.
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Richard, ^150 to his grandson, Thos. Williamson 
of Liverpool, merchant, and ,£40 each to his grand 
daughters, Hannah, Ellinor, and Phebe Rigby. To 
his eldest surviving grandson, William Clayton, his 
silver tankard and candlesticks, and " odd peeces of 
gold and silver," all his books and his house, lands 
and slate quarries in Billinge. The rest of his pro 
perty he left to his son Richard, 1 whose brothers 
had probably predeceased their father, as they are 
not referred to in the will. Minute directions for his 
funeral were given, and his son and daughter-in-law 
and grandson were to have £12 for mourning, and 
a dole of 2d. apiece was to be given to the poor. 
RICHARD CLAYTON, the son, thus succeeded to the 
Adlington estates, but, as we shall see later, did not 
live long to enjoy them.

We must now return to the Tower and its fate.
On the death, in 1702, of the ninth Earl of Derby, 

his unentailed estates, which included the Tower of 
Liverpool, passed to his daughter Henrietta as 
heiress. She married Lord Anglesey, and subse 
quently, in 1714, Lord Ashburnham, and by the 
marriage settlement, dated 22nd July 1714, the 
Tower, with many manors and other estates, was 
vested in trustees for the purpose of raising funds 
to perfect the trust. The trustees derived consider 
able sums from the rents and profits alone, but in 
1717 it became necessary to sell outright many of 
the properties. It was in this way that the manors 
of Everton, West Derby, &c., came to be sold to 
Isaac Greene, and this was also how the Tower of 
Liverpool passed away from the Derby family. 2

1 The will mentions " my lease of the two Crossfields in Lpool 
for which I pay no rent during my life but for which IDS. p.a. must be 
paid afterwards." (These fields are, I think, those mentioned in the 
assessment of 1708.) The lease of the Tower is not mentioned, but 
this is not to be expected, as his son had bought the Tower (as we 
shall see) five years before his father's death.

a The facts given here correct a number of statements about the 
Tower, made on page 55 and the additional page (subsequently issued)
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By deeds of 3ist January and ist February 
I7I7, 1 Lord and Lady Ashburnham and their 
trustees sold to RICHARD CLAYTON OF ADLINGTON 
for ^1140 "all that capital messuage and tene 
ment with the appurtenances in Water Street, 
Liverpool, commonly called the Tower."

The sale included the Tower Gardens, then 
unbuilt upon, on the north and east sides of the 
Tower, and was subject to a chantry rent of 
£2, 16s. 8d. " usually paid by the ancestors of 
Lady Ashburnham to the Crown for their lands 
in Liverpool," and then payable to the Duchy 
Receiver: 2 also to the annual burgage rent of 
193. 8d., which appears in the King's rental of 
Liverpool in 1553 as payable by Lord Derby, and 
was in 1717 payable to William Lord Molyneux 
and his heirs as part of the farm of Liverpool.

Richard Clayton died on the i8th December 
1728 at the age of 60. His eldest son, Thomas, 
had died when a boy at Brazenose College, Oxford, 
and by Richard's will (which was proved at Chester 
in 1729) he left the Tower of Liverpool to his eldest

of Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne, and put an end to much of 
the mystery which has hitherto surrounded the Tower and its fate.

1 Lease and Release between (i) John Lord Ashburnham and his 
wife, Richard Wareing, Bryan Fairfax, jr., Thos. Ashurst (the settle 
ment trustees) ; (2) Francis Brace, Charles Barnard, Morgan Mathew, 
and Jas. Mackburnie ; (3) Richard Clayton of Adlington.

2 The following specimen of a chantry rent-receipt is preserved in 
the Binn's Collection, 31,214 : 

Numb. 6.
County of Lancaster. A House in Chapel St.
Received the 12th Day of April 1777 from Rich1' harry 

Price, Esq. the sum of one shilling and eightpence due to 
the King's Majesty for one half years Rent ended at Lady 
Day last. For whose use I say received £p i 8

[ ] Receiver

You are hereby required without further notice to pay this rent 
due at Mich8 next at the Sign of the Angel and Crown in Liverpool 
on the II day of October following in the morning and bring with 
you this Acquittance, otherwise a Messenger will be sent forthwith 
to levy the same. Pro acq', 4.
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surviving son, WILLIAM CLAYTON of Adlington, and 
his heirs, with limitations to his other sons on failure 
of issue.

In 1734 Lord Derby was Mayor of the town, 
and it is recorded by local historians that he gave a 
grand entertainment in the Tower to the burgesses 
of the town. Discredit has recently been thrown 
upon this statement, apparently on the grounds that 
the Tower was not then the Earl's property, but 
that is not a good reason for doubting the enter 
tainment did take place, and in the Tower. To 
begin with, the statement has, I believe, been put 
forward on the authority of Seacome, 1 a contempo 
rary historian, who, though quite unreliable for 
earlier historical statements, had been steward of 
Lord Derby's household about this very time, 
and therefore may be credited with knowing what 
happened ; and secondly, and of more importance, 
we have as a fact that several rooms in the Tower 
were at the date in question let out by the Claytons 
for assembly and entertaining rooms. There was 
no fine Town Hall suite of rooms at this date, and 
what more natural than for the Mayor to take these 
rooms for his party, rather than an inn ?

William Clayton died, unmarried, on igth June 
1735, and the Tower and gardens passed to his 
next brother, RICHARD CLAYTON. The latter was 
a most distinguished lawyer, a K.C., and Recorder 
of Wigan, and in 1765 was appointed Lord Chief- 
Justice of the Common Pleas in Ireland.

About the time of the death of William Clayton 
in 1735, the Tower, or part of it, seems to have been 
occupied by Mr. John Earle, who was the eldest 
son of John Earle of Warrington, and the ancestor 
of the present Earles of Allerton Tower and Liver 
pool. John Earle had been closely connected for

1 I cannot, however, find it stated in his History of /he House of 
Stanley.
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years with the Clayton family, having originally 
gone into the office of William Clayton, M.P., and 
having been associated with him until Clayton's 
death in 1715.

In 1737 the Town Council decided that the 
common gaol of the town, then situate in Castle 
Hill, 1 was too small, and finding there was an op 
portunity of leasing the vaults and rooms in the 
Tower, lately occupied by Mr. Earle, negotiations 
for a tenancy of the whole Tower were opened, and 
a lease of 99 years at ,£28 a year agreed upon. 
Later on the Corporation viewed the house at the 
corner of Tower Gardens, occupied by Robert 
Linnaker, mariner, and commanding the entrance 
up to the Churchyard, and decided it was not de 
sirable it should be let to any one not under their 
control. They therefore obtained its inclusion, for 
^4 a year, in the lease which was granted by 
Richard Clayton 2 on 7th February 1737/8. The 
Corporation bound themselves to pay ios., the 
proportion of the burgage rent, and 2os., the pro 
portion of the Chantry rent, attributable to the 
Tower. One of the cellars was known as the 
Leather Hall, and on November 6, 1745, an order 3 
was given to fit this hall up as a guardroom for the 
soldiers. Steps were at once taken to make the 
Tower into a Prison, with rooms for a House of 
Correction, and iron grates, ceilings and other 
things were removed from the old prison and re-

1 The Corporation were rated for the old prison in 1708, vide 
Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne, p. 87, where Mr. Peet assumes 
the prison was in the Castle, but this would appear not to have been so. 
In 1743 the Corporation leased to Henry Winstanley, ironmonger, a 
house lately built by him " on the south side of the top of Moor Street, 
otherwise Castle Hill, on part of the site of the Old Prison." Rent 
£i. The lease was " for such term as the Corporation then had in 
the [new] Prison called the Tower in Water Street."

2 Gore's Annals. See note I, ante, p. 45.
* Picton's Municipal Records, vol. ii. 108. There was another 

Leather Hall at the Castle (vol. ii. 55).
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fitted. The upper rooms, which previously had 
been let by the Claytons for the purposes of an 
assembly, were reserved under the directions of the 
Council, and the Serjeant-at-Mace was made ac 
countable to the Treasurer for the fees paid by 
those hiring them ; these were to go towards paying 
the rent, and the Serjeant was to hold the rest of 
the rooms to the order of the Council, rent free, 
with liberty to make use of the assembly rooms 
at all times, unless hired for entertainments. The 
assemblies, which took place fortnightly for dancing 
and cards, were great features of the social life of 
Liverpool, and in 1748 the Council granted the 
ladies and gentlemen of the town permission to use 
the Tower rooms gratis. A great compliment to 
the ladies of Liverpool was paid to them in 1760 
by Samuel Derrick, the celebrated Master of Cere 
monies at Bath, who found at the assemblies women 
" elegantly accomplished and perfectly well dressed. 
The proceedings are regulated by a lady stiled the 
Queen, and she rules with very absolute power." A 
very modern note is struck when we find that in 
1754 " the Queen " sought leave to lock up " the tea 
room " in the Tower, and obtained the consent of 
the Council to her so doing.

Upon the opening of the new Town Hall in 
1754, the assemblies were transferred there. The 
throne erected for "the Queen" was apparently a 
coveted object, and Mr. Goore and Mr. Winstanley 
were deputed to negotiate with Mr. Atherton for its 
purchase. The latter was, no doubt, one of the 
managers of the assemblies, who obtained leave 
for the ladies to have the use of the new Council 
chamber and furniture for the future assemblies.

The vacated rooms in the Tower were ordered to 
be fitted up for the local Court of Requests, for the 
holding of which an Act had been passed in 1752.

During these years houses and warehouses, form-
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ing " Clayton's Buildings," were built on the vacant 
gardens to the north of the Tower, and leased out 
by the Claytons. In a lease of 1757, we find 
mention of "the new opening or passage from the 
Tower Gate into the Chapel yard." On the east 
side of this passage (which became known as Tower 
Gardens), up a kind of court or cul-de-sac (originally 
a cartway), there was a well and spring, with a 
pump, from which the surrounding lessees in olden 
times had the right to draw water on payment of 
is. a year. This was called the "old well house 
pump."

Upon being appointed Lord Chief-Justice in 
Ireland, the Rt. Hon. Richard Clay ton, in March 
1765, in consideration of his brotherly affection, 
stimulated by a cash payment of ^"200, leased the 
whole of his Liverpool property to his younger 
brother, MAJOR EDWARD CLAYTON, of North Hall, 
Worthington, for life, at a nominal rent, and the 
legal farce was performed under which John 
Brownell, the family lawyer, handed over formal 
possession to his own clerk, Gerard Potter, on behalf 
of Major Clayton, who thus temporarily acquired 
the Tower, subject to the Corporation lease.

The Rt. Hon. Richard Clayton died without issue 
on the 8th July 1770, aged 68, and his memory, like 
that of his parents, is kept green by a memorial 
tablet in Standish Parish Church. His will was 
proved by his brother, Major Clayton, and a nephew, 
Richard. The latter was the son of another brother, 
John Clayton of North Hall and Chorley, who had 
four sons, viz. Richard, Robert, William, and John, 
of whom later. After giving an annuity to the 
deceased's surviving sister, Betty, he settled his 
manors of Adlington and Worthington on Major 
Clayton for life, and then on the nephews in turn on 
failure of their issue ; his manor of Eccleshill, with 
other property in Abram and Hindley, was to be

E
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sold. To his nephew, John, the deceased left all 
his Liverpool property, and directed Major Clayton 
to surrender his life interest in it, or to pay compen 
sation to his nephew.

Major Clayton preferred the former course, and 
in March 1771 JOHN CLAYTON became absolute 
owner of the Tower. Major Clayton died without 
issue the following year.

Returning for a moment to RICHARD CLAYTON, of 
Adlington, the eldest nephew, who, like his uncle, 
was a most distinguished man. During his life he 
held the offices of Recorder of Wigan and Con 
stable of Lancaster Castle. He was a F.S.A., and 
a translator of French and Italian works. In 1774 
he was created a baronet. Later on he became 
British Consul at Nantes, where he died on April 
29, 1828. 1 He had married Ann, daughter of Dr. 
White, surgeon, of Manchester, and left an only 
daughter, Henrietta, who married Lieut.-General 
Robert Browne, of Carrigbyrne, Co. Carlow, whose 
grandfather, William Browne, of Browne's Hill, had 
married a niece of William Clayton of Fulwood, 
M.P. From these two marriages sprang the two 
lines of Browne-Claytons. One has already been 
mentioned. 2 The other arose when Lieut.-General 
Robert Browne assumed that name when his wife 
inherited Adlington in 1828. As will be seen from 
the pedigree, the Adlington branch terminated in 
1854 in co-heiresses, the other branch being now 
represented by Major Robert Clayton Browne- 
Clayton, of Browne's Hill.

ROBERT CLAYTON, brother of Sir Richard Clayton, 
succeeded as second Baronet in 1828, but dying with 
out issue in 1839, the baronetcy became extinct.

JOHN CLAYTON, the youngest nephew of the Rt. 
Hon. Richard Clayton, and owner of the Tower,

1 For further details see Diet. Nat. Bio^., and Genealogist, loc. cit.
2 Ante, p. 58.
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took Holy Orders. He seems to have lived at one 
time at Pennington, Ulverston, and ultimately be 
came rector of Frome St. Quintin, and Evershot, 
in Somerset. He married Katharine Fisher of 
Shevington, Lancashire, and probably died in 1827, 
when a new rector of Evershot was appointed. 
Presumably also he died without male issue, as 
otherwise the baronetcy would have passed to his 
son on the death of his brothers.

In 1774, a proposal was made to the Corporation 
by the Rev. John Clayton, and his brother, Sir 
Richard, for the sale outright of the Tower and its 
precincts. This proposal was agreed to, and the 
price was settled by arbitration. ^905 was fixed 
as the value of the Tower, the Rev. John Clay ton's 
house in front of it, the Prison Court, and a ware 
house at the north-east corner. These properties 
were conveyed to the Corporation by the Rev. John 
Clayton by a deed dated nth November 1775. 
The house at the south-east corner next to Tower 
Garden, then occupied by Mr. John Brownell, the 
Claytons' lawyer, was the property of Sir Richard 
Clayton as heir of his father John, and by a deed of 
the same date Sir Richard and his mother, Eliza 
beth, joined in selling it to the Corporation for 
£630, IQS. The Corporation undertook to pay their 
proportion of the burgage and Chantry rents. The 
former ceased to be payable when the Corporation 
bought up the fee farm lease of the town from Lord 
Molyneux, but what happened to the Chantry rents 
I do not know.

As will be seen later on, the Corporation title- 
deeds got lost, and in 1805 this occasioned some 
difficulty. So far as can be ascertained, they re 
mained lost until this year, when a search among 
the muniments, made by Mr. James Touzeau at my 
instance, brought them to light again, and enabled 
me to make use of their contents.
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Upon each of the deeds just mentioned is a plan 
of the property conveyed by it, and these two plans 
would be of great importance were it not for my 
discovery of a complete contemporary ground plan 
of the whole site. Sir James Picton states the only 
reliable ground plan of the Tower is that on Perry's 
map of 1769, but this is on an extremely small scale, 
and is not really of much use. Besides the plan I 
am about to mention, I also found a small undated 
scaled plan in the Binn's Collection, 1 and with these 
three it is possible to get an accurate idea of the 
internal arrangements and surroundings of the 
Tower when it was sold. I found the laree groundo o

plan 2 here reproduced in a large volume lettered 
" Plans of the Liverpool Pot Works," in the Public 
Museum. This volume contains a most valuable 
collection of local plans, chiefly by John and Charles 
Eyes, the Corporation surveyors, upon whose work 
I hope some day to read a paper to the Society. 
The plans, chiefly of potwork sites, were collected 
by Mr. Joseph Mayer, and by him bound into the 
volume referred to. As Mr. Peter Entwistle, of the 
Public Museum, proposes to reproduce most of these 
plans in his forthcoming work on Liverpool Pottery, 
it is unnecessary to say more about them here, 
except to point out that they have great value 
beyond their importance in relation to pottery, in 
asmuch as they frequently show the surrounding 
streets and land-marks, and give the names of 
owners, at dates when the directory did not exist or 
was of a crude character. 3

It was among these pottery plans that I found the 
plan of the Tower. It is a tracing lettered "A

1 Vol. ix. 9.1 (4).
8 The facsimile made for the purpose of reproduction here is now 

deposited in the Athenaeum Library, Liverpool.
* References to upwards of twenty of these plans were made by 

Mr. Charles Gatty in his paper on the Liverpool Potteries, in vol. xxxiii. 
of the Trans. of the Historic Society.
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Plan of the Tower or Prison [and] several houses 
at the bottom of Water Street, and fronting Tower 
Garden and the Old Church Yard. Plan'd for sale 
September 1774 by order of Mr. John Brownell." 
The tracing is not signed, but it is practically certain 
that the plan was made by Charles Eyes.

The plan speaks for itself, and the various parts 
of the site referred to in this paper can easily be 
identified upon it. The property, it will be observed, 
is bisected by a line from east to west, and it was 
the southern portion which was sold to the Cor 
poration in 1775, and still is their property. The 
northern portion remained in the hands of the 
Clayton family for some years, and its history is 
dealt with later on in this paper. The site of the 
Tower itself is clearly denned, and it is evident that 
the dwelling-house described as " Mr. J. Clayton's 
house," fronting Water Street, was an addition, 
built into the recesses formed by the southern out 
line of the Tower itself. Doubtless Baldwin's ware 
house and Brownell's house on the east were also 
additions of a recent date compared with the Tower. 
The plan clearly shows the position of the archway 
some little way up Tower Garden, and the recess 
at the south-west of the Tower (where about this 
date a tiny house was fitted in and tenanted up to 
the last by a spectacle-maker), and also the position 
of the well and pump.

During the Seven Years' War with France, from 
1756 onwards, large numbers of French prisoners, 
captured by the Liverpool privateers, were brought 
into the town. Many of them were imprisoned in 
the Tower, part of which was rented by the Admir 
alty, who, it is recorded, fitted it up "in a very com 
modious manner, there being a handsome kitchin, 
with furnaces for cooking, and good lodging rooms 
both below and above stairs." Their Lordships even 
went so far as to order a hammock and bedding for
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each prisoner, the hope being expressed that these 
luxuries might lead the foe to treat the English 
prisoners with less inhumanity. The celebrated 
surgeon, Henry Parke, as a young man, attended 
the prisoners in the Tower, and there gained much 
of the experience which led to his subsequent emin 
ence in his profession. Many attempts at escape 
were made, with varying success; some of the 
escaped prisoners being unable to make themselves 
understood, or to get food, returned of their own 
accord, or were recaptured in a state of starvation. 
The advent in the neighbourhood of the famous 
Captain Thurot, in 1760, caused a great scare, and 
on the very day he was killed in action off the Isle 
of Man, the French prisoners confined in the Tower 
were hastily marched off to Chester Castle, though 
later they were brought back.

Many details with reference to the prisoners will be 
found scattered here and there in local histories, and 
I do not pretend to have made any serious attempt 
to deal with this aspect of the history of the Tower.

A romantic story is told of one Felix Durand, a 
French prisoner in the Tower about this period. 
Like many of the prisoners, he worked in gaol at 
a trade for a local tradesman, whose daughter, in 
spite of the severity with which such conduct was 
being punished by the authorities, assisted him and 
some of his friends to escape. He wandered about 
Lancashire for some time pretending to be deaf and 
dumb, and earning a bare living by his trade. Over 
hearing one day a lady speaking in French, he could 
not contain himself, and poured out his sorrows in his 
native tongue, as he thought, to a sympathetic ear. 
This led to his arrest and return to the Tower, but the 
romance ends in true fashion by his marriage, after 
the war, to the daughter of his Liverpool employer. 1

1 Vide Corner Williams' Liverpool Privateers. A story, by Agnes 
and Egerton Castle, based on this appeared in one of the Christmas 
numbers (1908) of the illustrated weekly papers.
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In 1775 the Tower was the scene of a serious 
riot, caused by the imprisonment of several sailors, 
the ringleaders in a strike for higher wages. The 
town was full of enraged mariners, some thousands 
of whom, armed with handspikes and clubs, attacked 
and broke into the Tower and rescued their com 
rades. The rioting continued for some days, and 
was only subdued by calling out the soldiers.

Various plans for a new gaol were considered at 
times, including in 1777 those of "the New Gaol in 
London called Newgate as lately rebuilt," but it was 
not until 1783 that any serious steps seem to have 
been taken. The Grand Jury at the Borough 
Quarter-Sessions then made a representation that 
the present gaol in the Tower was totally insuffi 
cient, and that there was reason to dread the 
most alarming consequences from the present 
confined condition. A committee was formed 
to deal with the matter, and eventually it was 
decided to erect a new gaol on a site in Great 
Howard Street. 1 Before it was completed, part of 
the new building was rented in 1793 by the Govern- 
ment as a depot for French prisoners of war, the 
town's offenders being still confined in the old 
Tower. In 1799 it was suggested to the Council 
that they would be fully justified in raising the rent, 
not only on account of the damage to the building 
done by some thousands of prisoners, but also on 
account of the great loss and inconvenience to the 
Corporation by reason of their own and Crown 
prisoners having to be confined in the Tower, "a 
very close and improper building, which neverthe 
less, on account of its advantageous situation for 
warehouses close to George's Dock, must be very

1 The work of John Howard in connection with the Borough Gaol 
is well known. The following references to his State of the Prisons 
in England and Wales, 4th edition, 1792, may be useful: Vol. i. p. 
436, Liverpool Borough Gaol, 1779, 1782, and 1784 ; vol. ii. p. 206, 
1787 ; vol. i. p. 189, Prisoners of War, 1779.
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valuable." Whether the rent was raised is not 
clear, but the new gaol was not completed for 
several years, and the Tower was still kept in use. 
By 1806 the Tower as a prison was in so decayed 
and ruinous a state as to render it quite unsafe for 
the custody of prisoners, the numbers of which 
had increased. Grave irregularities went on, and it 
was not possible from want of space to separate the 
different classes of prisoners or sexes.

A daring attempt to escape was made by several 
prisoners this year. They cut a hole in the floor of 
a house in the Tower precincts, but the sentries 
seem to have heard the noise, soldiers were sum 
moned, and after several rounds of blank cartridges 
had been used, ball cartridges became necessary 
before order was restored. Some of the prisoners 
seem to have succeeded in getting out, as Edward 
Frodsham, Serjeant-at-Mace and Keeper of the 
Gaol, had himself to pay ^46 odd, the debts due 
from some of the escaped debtors, and also the 
£10, i os. reward offered for the apprehension of 
others. The Mayor and Aldermen gravely went 
to view the places through which the prisoners 
escaped, and as in their view the prisoners had got 
out owing to the insufficiency of the gaol and not 
through any carelessness or inattention of the 
gaoler, he was reimbursed the money he had paid. 
The keepers of the gaol were naturally of some 
local importance. A few years before this a keeper, 
by name Lyons, and his wife died, it is said of gaol 
fever. Their funeral cortege, consisting of two 
hearses abreast, with pairs of carriages following, 
also abreast, was attended at St. Peter's Church by 
thousands of persons.

Apparently nothing was done to remedy matters, 
as next year (1807) Frodsham reported seventeen 
debtors had got out through the roof, and he was 
threatened with claims amounting to ,£234. Another
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inquiry into the conduct of the gaoler and condition 
of the gaol was ordered, and it is to be hoped Frods- 
ham was again indemnified. The Borough Magis 
trates seemed to have decided to send their prisoners 
to the County House of Correction, but their right 
to do so was disputed by the County Magistrates.

The new building in Great Howard Street was 
completed about 1810, in which year prisoners were 
still confined in the Tower. By July 1811, how 
ever, the old prison, part of which had been occupied 
by the Pilots' Committee, was free of prisoners, and 
the following year the Corporation received an 
application from the Commanding Officer of the 
District to rent the Tower for six months or so for 
temporary barracks. The Council agreed to this, 
the rent to be after the rate of £200 a year, with 
three months' notice. As if was not thought desir 
able that the entrance in Water Street should be 
used by the troops, arrangements were made for 
entrances on the east and west sides of the Tower.

The little shop and house under the south-west 
tower was still tenanted by a spectacle-maker, James 
Mann by name, but his shop, an excrescence, and 
the most recent addition to the Tower, was the first 
part of the building to be removed, on account of 
its projection into the street. For some years the 
Tower remained an unproductive asset of the Cor 
poration, and finally, in October 1819, it was decided 
to pull down what remained of it to widen Water 
Street, and to sell the materials by auction. On 
December loth the latter was sold for £200. Sir 
James Picton states they were purchased by a corn 
miller named Barrow, and used in the erection of 
mills in Chance Street, called the Castle Mills. A 
few years afterwards these mills were burnt down. 
The stones were used for walls in the neighbour 
hood, and traces of their origin were found in the 
shape of Lancastrian roses and other devices sculp-
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tured on them. Thus passed the last prominent 
monument of antiquity in the town of Liverpool.

Portions of the original foundation of the Tower 
were met with in building both Bailey's warehouses 
and Tower Buildings. During the removal of the 
old foundations about 1821, a bulbous bottle of 
olive-coloured glass, dating from the sixteenth cen 
tury, was found. It bore on the neck a. medallion 
in relief with the badge of the Stanley family, the 
" Eagle and Child," upon it.

The Gothic archway which stood across Tower 
Gardens, some 20 feet back from Water Street, was 
allowed to remain for a short time longer, but this 
too fell to the claims of commerce. In 1823 the site 

' of the Tower was let for sixty years (increased next 
year to seventy-five years) to Joseph Bailey of Nant- 
y-Glo, by whom iron warehouses were erected ; and 
here ends the separate history of the Tower's actual 
site.

The history of that part of the Tower Gardens 
(now forming the northern portion of Tower Build 
ings), which remained in the hands of the Claytons 
after they had sold the Tower, is as follows :  I

In 1781 the Rev. John Clayton sold to John I 
Scott of Liverpool, merchant, various buildings on 
the north of the Tower, including land on the east 
of Stringers Alley, which had been leased in 1757 
to Pattison Ellames, of Chester, druggist, "whereon 
formerly stood a malt kiln and mill, but then in a 
ruinous and deserted condition " ; and also a room 
or vault on the east side of a house formerly in the 1 
possession of James Maccullock, and by him used | 
as a cockpit. This is an addition to the cockpits of 
Liverpool hitherto recorded.

John Scott died in 1791, and left his property 
to Sir William Hillary, Bart, of Danbury Place, 
Essex, and others. Sir William was the surviving 
son of Richard Hillary, tanner, of Liverpool, whose
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" new warehouse " in Tower Garden is mentioned 
in 1757. Richard Hillary, whose wife, Hannah 
(daughter of Geo. Wynne), died in 1804 (Will 
proved York), left three children Richard, the 
eldest son, of Sewardstone, near Waltham Abbey, 
Essex, who died in November 1803 at Jamaica, 
where he was a member of the House of Assembly 
(Will proved P. C. C.), Mary, and William. The 
latter, born in 1771, was Equerry to the Duke of 
Sussex, and raised a regiment of Essex infantry and 
cavalry in 1803. He was created a Baronet in 
1805, and settled in the Isle of Man. He was the 
founder of the Royal Lifeboat Institution, and the 
author of various other schemes for the public 
benefit, and his connection with Liverpool deserves 
recognition. 1

The Hillary families possessed other property in 
Yorkshire, and complicated family deeds were 
entered into to secure annuities to Jane, widow of 
John Scott, and for other purposes.

Further sales of property in Tower Gardens were 
made by the Rev. John Clayton to Margaret, widow 
of Robert Heysham (died 1748), and to Thomas 
Staniforth, merchant.

In 1787 the Rev. John Clayton, with Catherine 
his wife, sold the rest of his Liverpool property to 
his brother, WILLIAM CLAYTON of Wigan, for ^600.

Between 1799 and 1807 all the buildings between 
the Tower and the Churchyard (and also much 
adjoining property) were acquired by Robert Green- 
ham, corn merchant, with the exception of one 
portion at the back of the Tower which was not 
obtained until 1824, when it was leased at a rent of 
,£8 to Greenham's son by Pattison Ellames of Doe 
Park, Much Woolton, and Allerton Hall, the great- 
nephew and residuary legatee of Thomas Ellames, 
deceased, of Liverpool, to whom administration of

1 See Diet, of Nat. Biog. (Supplement ii.) for an account of his life.
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Thomas Ellames's will (after it had been proved 
by Peter Ellames, deceased) was granted in 1824.

Robert Greenham also acquired "the well" off 
Tower Garden, and covenanted to maintain it 
and provide a good pump. He also took over 
the old title-deeds of the Clayton property, in 
cluding the Ashburnham deed of 1717, but as the 
conveyance of 1775 to the Corporation, which con 
tained covenants by them to pay the Chantry and 
burgage rents, could not then (1805) be found, 
Greenham insisted on being indemnified against 
them. Luckily, however, a search among the 
Corporation deeds in 1909, as already explained, 
resulted in their turning up again a. hundred years 
or so later.

Amongst other property bought by Greenham 
was some immediately on the east of the entrance 
up Tower Gardens, facing Water Street, and now 
included in the site of Colonial House. (It was 
across to this property, near the corner of Tower 
Gardens, that the beautiful Gothic archway, which, 
as already mentioned, survived until after 1820, 
extended.) Hereabouts stood the ancient Granary 
of Birkenhead Abbey, on property once belonging to 
the Moores of Bankhall. It was known as Jonathan 
Hunter's house, and stood on the south side of " the 
King's Warehouse," and the west of " Mrs. Wood's 
house." The latter belonged to Lord Derby, and 
was a source of annoyance to Edward Moore. 1 In 
1663 Hunter agreed with Edward Moore to build a 
new house of stone and timber on the site, and in 
1668 John Waring got a new lease of this house 
from Moore. Waring also, in 1677, leased from 
Lord Derby what was probably Mrs. Wood's 
house, then occupied by Mrs. Ruth Atherton, the 
rent being £6 and one good fat hind at Martinmas, 
with a reservation of trees, timber, or otherwise

1 See his Rental, edited by W. F. Irvine, p. 43.
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then standing upon the gardens. The Ashburnham 
Trustees sold this outright to Waring in 1717, and 
the latter transferred the property in 1719 to 
Thomas Baldwin by a deed which mentions " The 
King's Warehouse," off Water Street. In 1724 the 
Rev. Thomas Baldwin, Rector of Liverpool, and 
afterwards Vicar of Leyland, completed the block 
now forming Colonial House, by acquiring the 
gardens fronting the Churchyard from Richard 
Clayton, and in 1779 the whole block was sold by 
the Rev. Thomas Baldwin, of Chester, the son of 
the Rector of Liverpool (who had died in 1752), to 
the predecessors of Robert Greenham.

Greenham died in June 1822, and his will, dated 
1813, was proved at Chester on the 24th June 1823 
by his son Robert (who died in 1841), and in 1834 
by Samuel Staniforth. The son was in partnership 
with James Molyneux as corn merchants, and when 
the firm was dissolved, about 1830, on the retire 
ment of Molyneux, his share of the business, amount 
ing to ^9500, was secured by a bond and a deposit 
of the deeds. Chancery actions for the sale of 
Greenham's property were commenced in 1837, and 
culminated, in August 1843, m one °f the most im 
portant sales of property which had ever taken place 
in Liverpool.

The Greenham estate was offered in three lots :
Lot i was the property between the site of the 

Tower (then occupied by Bailey's iron warehouse) 
and the Churchyard. This consisted of houses 
(including Coulter's Hotel at the north-west corner) 
on 1319 square yards of land, let for nearly ^700 
a year.

Lot 2 was the property on the east of Tower 
Garden (now Colonial House), and included Home's 
famous Mersey Hotel, the area being 922 square 
yards, let for about ,£600 a year.

Lot 3 was the block on the east of the Church-
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yard, and fronting to Covent Garden. It covered 
869 square yards, and was let for about ,£840. 
It included " The Stamp Office," Messrs. Shand's 
offices, and Mersey Chambers.

The view of the auctioneers (Messrs. Winstan- 
ley & Sons) of the property, as expressed in the 
particulars of sale, are worth preserving : 

" It is not too much to affirm of these 3 
lots that the property is by far the most im 
portant for commercial purposes that was ever 
offered for sale at one time in Liverpool. It 
consists, with the exception of a few yards at 
the N.-E. corner, of the whole of the street 
or passage called ' The Old Churchyard' in 
Liverpool, which, situated almost close to the 
Exchange, and therefore in the very focus of 
business, yet combines also the rare recom 
mendations of perfect retirement, seclusion 
from noise and purity of air (though in the 
midst of a large town), being open to and I 
commanding a delightful view of the River I 
Mersey and the Cheshire Coast, the whole 
presenting advantages as the site of counting 
houses and offices which may be safely pro 
nounced to be unequalled. In the erection of 
such buildings, it is well known that much 
capital has been very advantageously employed 
at Liverpool, and yet the demand for further 
accommodation is continually increasing, and 
it is difficult to conceive a more favourable 
opportunity for investment than the erection of 
a spacious and handsome range of counting- 
houses upon this site which would accommodate 
a very large portion of the business of the 
Town, while a preference in occupation would 
always be insured by the advantages of situa 
tion before enumerated. Even in their present
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comparatively inconvenient form (being for the 
most part old dwelling-houses altered), the 
buildings yield a very considerable rental, while 
the materials would go far to the erection of 
others of a more substantial character upon the 
entire site, a considerable portion of which is 
not at present built upon."

The fate of Lots 2 and 3 do not here concern 
us. For Lot i the sum of ,£13,050 was bid by 
Augustus Radcliffe, of Liverpool, merchant, for 
himself and his partner Joseph Bailey, M.P., of 
Glanusk Park; and the firm of Bailey Bros., iron 
merchants, thus became possessed of the whole 
block, the southern portion of which they already 
leased from the Corporation of Liverpool, as 
previously related.

The value of the united site for offices speedily 
caused the removal of the iron warehouses, and 
about the year 1846 the old residences fronting the 
Churchyard were pulled down. Their general ap 
pearance is well shown in a very scarce lithograph 
done just before they were pulled down.1 Among the 
last residents was Mr. James Bunnell, a well-known 
Liverpool merchant and accountant, 2 who had been 
secretary to the Commissioners appointed by the 
Bank of England to administer the loan made after 
the financial crisis of 1825. A new lease of the 
southern portion was obtained in 1855 from the 
Corporation by Sir Joseph Bailey (who had been 
created a Baronet in 1852), under which some 12 feet

1 The only copy I have seen is in the possession of the Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board, and was exhibited (No. 348) in the 
Liverpool Historical Exhibition of 1907.

1 Picton's Memorials, ii. 63, and Ellison's Gleanings and Reminis 
cences. A stone bust of him was placed on Tower Buildings over the 
site of his house, and was removed in 1907 (with the unidentified 
busts of many other local celebrities), when the new Tower Buildings 
were erected. It is now in the possession of Mr. James Birkett, jun.
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were given for the widening of Water Street, and 
the offices known as Tower Buildings were erected 
and opened in 1857.

In course of time this building again became 
obsolete, and in 1907 it was pulled down to make 
room for a huge pile of offices, designed by Mr. 
W. Aubrey Thomas, and recently opened under 
the old name of Tower Buildings. The building 
line in Water Street was again set back, and the 
passage on the West, then called Prison Weint, 1 
was thrown into the street, the iron railings which 
ran alongside it to the Churchyard being taken 
away and the levels altered.

The Latin inscription put up in the old building 
by the architect, Sir James Picton (the text of which 
will be found in his Memorials of Liverpool] has   
been replaced in the wall of the lobby of the main I 
west entrance, together with a plate commemorating 
the rebuilding in 1908.

Over the entrance in Water Street are carved 
in stone the arms of Bailey, as follows : [arg.] 
between 2 bars, 3 annulets in fesse [gules], between 
as many martlets [of the last].

Sir Joseph Russell Bailey, second Baronet, was 
created a Peer in 1899 by the title of Baron Glanusk, 
and his son succeeded him in 1906. In 1902 the 
trustees of the Glanusk estates Messrs. John 
Franklen Bailey,2 Henry Le Blanc Lightfoot, 
and Richard Digby obtained a new lease of the

1 With this disappeared the last but one of the " weints" of 
Liverpool. Sir. J. Picton states his belief that the use of the term is 
peculiar, in England, to Lancashire. However this may be, long 
before the name of " Prison Weint" was given to this passage, the 
term was common in Liverpool. Eighteen " wyents " are given on 
Perry's map of 1769, viz. Agnew's, Bachelor's, Bakehouse, Barton's, 
Custom-House, Darwen's, Doran's, Endel's, Fewler's, Glasshouse, 
Holden's, Ogden's, Poplar, Silkhouse, Stephen's, Steer's, Sugarhouse, 
and Trafford's. A few of these survive, but the " weint" has been re 
placed by "lane" or "alley," except in the case of Trafford's Weint, 
stlil existing, though not, I believe, in its original place.

2 Not " Sir " John, as stated by Mr. Peet in his book, p. 55.
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southern portion of the site from the Corporation 
of Liverpool.

My thanks are due to Lord Glanusk for permis 
sion to inspect the older deeds in his possession, 
and to Mr. Coles, his agent, and Mr. W. Aubrey 
Thomas, for giving me facilities for so doing.
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APPENDIX

Letters Patent by Henry IV. granting to Sir John 
Stanley, Kt., Steward of the Household, leave 
to embattle and crenellate his house at Liver 
pool, Jan. 15, 1405/6. (Patent Roll, 7 Henry 
IV. 2 m. 14.)

Pro Johanne \ 
de Stanley cTiri.}

REX omnibus ad quos presences littere peruenerint Salutem. 
SCIATIS quod de gratia nostra speciali concessimus et licenciam 
dcdimus pro nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est 
dilecto et fideli militi nostro JOHANNI DE STANLEY seneschallo 
hospicii nostri quod ipse quandam domum quam ipse in villa de 
Lyuerpole in comitatu Lancastrie de novo construxit de petra et 
calce BATELLARE ET KERNELi.ARE et earn sic batellatam et ker- 
nellatam tenere possit sibi et heredibus suis imperpetuum absque 
impeticione seu perturbacione nostri vel heredum nostrorum aut 
officiariorum seu ministrorum nostrorum quorumcumque. IN 
cuius etc. T. R. apud Westmonasterium quintodecimo die 
Januarii. [15 Jan., 1405/6] Per breve de priuato Sigillo.


