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uieir vantage gruunu over tne wiue extent 01 lower 
country which lay between them and Rivington 
Pike, they saw, when the day was clear enough, in 
the middle distance the borough of Wigan, with its 
church standing in its midst. That far-away church 
was their parish church, to which their children had 
to be taken for baptism and their dead for burial. 
Thither, also, they had to travel for all the other 
ordinances of the Church. Billinge was then part 
and parcel of the vast parish of Wigan, and then, 
as now, sometimes within the reach of the wind- 
borne sound of its beautiful bells. But the very
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FOR more than a thousand years, in all proba 
bility, Billinge has stood upon its pleasant 

uplands. It seems to have taken its name from, 
and to have been the first English settlement of, 
a family of Anglo-Saxon nobles, whose earliest 
records are said to be " mythological rather than 
historical." The first undoubtedly historical Billing 
died in A.D. 967 (Isaac Taylor, Words and Places, 
p. 129, note i). For long centuries after that, when 
the scattered farmer-folk of Billinge looked out from 
their vantage ground over the wide extent of lower 
country which lay between them and Rivington 
Pike, they saw, when the day was clear enough, in 
the middle distance the borough of Wigan, with its 
church standing in its midst. That far-away church 
was their parish church, to which their children had 
to be taken for baptism and their dead for burial. 
Thither, also, they had to travel for all the other 
ordinances of the Church. Billinge was then part 
and parcel of the vast parish of Wigan, and then, 
as now, sometimes within the reach of the wind- 
borne sound of its beautiful bells. But the very
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sweetness of that quiet bell-music, on the rare occa 
sions when it could be heard, told the people afresh 
how far away from them was their House of God.

In the earlier half of the fifteenth century the 
population of Billinge had probably increased. At 
any rate, in some year soon after I534 1 the need 
was felt of a chapel here. 2 None but the strongest 
could regularly travel the four or five miles to 
Wigan for divine service. And so, with the due 
permission of the then Rector of Wigan (Richard 
Kyghley, 1534-43), and " for the ease of the people 
then adjoyninge," a chapel was built at the cost of 
the inhabitants, " as well gentylmen as others the 
yeomen and comonaltie," and their well-disposed 
neighbours. This chapel was probably a small 
one, 3 similar to that built, e.g., at Rivington, or at 
Langho, about the same time. It is doubtful if it 
ever was consecrated. At any rate Bishop Bridge-

1 The date of the Valor Ecclesiasticus of King Henry VIII., in 
which Billinge Chapel is not mentioned, as it would have been had 
it been in existence.

a A somewhat similar case was that of Rossendale, in the parish of 
Clitheroe, but twelve miles away from the parish church, the way 
between being " very foule, painfull and Hillous, and the country in 
the winter season is so extreamly and vehemently cold, that the 
Children and young Infants in that time of the year, being borne to 
the Church to be Christened are in great peril of their lives and almost 
starved with cold; the aged and impotent persons, and women great 
with child, are not able to travail so far to hear the word of God . . . 
and the dead corpses there like to Lye and remain unburied, at such 
time as any that doth die and depart this world, for lack of carriage, 
untill such time as great annoyance do grow to the King's subjects 
there . . . and whereas also, before this time the Inhabitants of the 
said forrest, about the space of 38 years past or thereabouts [i.e. 
in 1511 the chapel was rebuilt in 1560] at their own proper costs 
and charges, made a Chapel of Ease . . . [and provided] an honest 
minister. . . . Also the said Chapel and the said minister hath been 
sustained and maintained by and with the good devotions and chari 
table rewards of the well-disposed Inhabitants . . . and every of the 
said Inhabitants have given several sums of money some more, some 
less some money, some chattell, and some of 'em such other gifts 
and rewards as hath been meet, &c." Decree of Chancellor of Duchy 
of Lancaster, 4th year of Edward VI. Qu. Newbigging, History of 
Forest of Rossendale, p. 114.

3 There is no trace of any dedication. The restored church is now 
dedicated to St. Aidan.
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man in 1625 records in the Wigan Ledger (fol. 
103) that after looking over the deeds he does not 
find that the chapel was ever consecrated, but thinks 
that the reader had only some toleration allowed 
him to read there. It is interesting to note that in 
the action in the Court of Common Pleas at Lan 
caster in 1765 (see posted), the feoffees contended 
that the chapel was never consecrated. On the 
other hand, the Bishop and Rector contended that, 
since the Curates of Billinge had always been 
licensed by the Bishop, and the Sacraments always 
administered, the Act of Consecration may well be 
presumed. (See Brief for Defendants, pp. 6 and 7, 
preserved in Parish Chest.) The chapel was prob 
ably but poorly furnished, for when in 1552 the 
King's Commissioners visited it, they found, of 
things which could be plundered, only " j littil belle," 
though of course it is quite possible, indeed not at 
all unlikely, that other things may have been pre 
viously removed. This chapel was placed upon 
" a certain parcel of waste ground." Where was 
this ? The presumption has been that the old 
chapel stood upon the site of the present one. This 
was considerably strengthened by the careful orien 
tation (2° 5' S. of E.) of the latter. But in the 
course of the recent restoration a discovery was 
made which goes far to prove that the present 
church was built on the site of the old one. It was 
found that the nave space was covered with graves, 
placed east and west. Now it is practically certain 
that those graves were made before the old oak 
seats were put into the church in 1718. Hence 
there was, at least, a graveyard here before that 
date. Corroborative evidence of this is afforded 
by the fact that just outside the western door there 
is a gravestone dated 1713, five years before the 
building of the church. Moreover, in the action 
of 1765 (see postea) the plaintiffs spoke of "the
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Chapel of Billinge aforesd, and also a Certain parcel 
of Land thereto adjoining Called the Chapel yard, 
now are and immemorially have been an ancient 
Chapel and Chapel yard " ; and the defendants said 
that the ancient chapel was in 1717 and 1718 
" pulled down, and the present Chapel Built upon 
the Scite thereof by Contribution." Putting, then, 
everything together, we may feel sure that the present 
church was built upon the site of the earlier 
chapel, and that the Billinge people have wor 
shipped God upon this very spot for close upon 
370 years.

The building of the original chapel is of great 
interest as being the first attempt (with the possible 
exception of Up-Holland Priory in the fourteenth 
century) at church extension in the great parish of 
Wigan. And it seems to have been made rather 
by the Billinge people themselves than by outsiders, 
though outsiders helped. The effort was made, 
moreover, at a time of great religious unrest. 
Local difficulties seem to have arisen soon after 
the building of the chapel. Even then the Billinge 
people seem to have been, what at the recent 
Consecration the Bishop told them they are now, 
" sturdy, independent, clannish, who never did any 
thing by halves," though the root bil in their name 
" signifies gentleness" (Taylor, loc. cit.}. When the 
chapel was built they "found one preest att their 
own proper costs and charges to say and sing Mass, 
Matens, and oyr devyne Service and to minister the 
Sacraments." The congregation numbered about 
200. But there were some turbulent spirits amongst 
them, and the first curate had anything but a bed 
of roses. In 1539-40 he had to bring an action 
against James Roby, the churchwarden, and 
others. The churchwarden had collected £j from 
the worshippers, and handed it over to one 
Wm. Heyton, Esq., who wrongfully detained it,
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and there seems for a time to have been no 
service " for lake of payment of ye p'st's wages 
ministrynge." J

Later on, again, the same persons were sued for 
detaining money collected for the repairing of the 
ways to Billinge Chapel.

But much worse was to come a dozen years later, 
at the beginning of Queen Mary's reign. When 
the chapel was built, England was still under the 
Roman obedience. But warning of what was coming 
had already been loudly given in the dissolution of 
the neighbouring Priory at Up-Holland in 1536. 
When Edward VI. came to the throne in 1547 
great changes ensued, and these would, doubtless, be 
more or less felt in the little out-of-the-way chapel 
at Billinge. But when Edward died and Mary 
succeeded in 1553, there was change back again, 
and some of the Billinge people did not approve of 
it, and these malcontents showed their disapproval 
in an outrageous way. Their leader was a turbulent 
and militant " Protestant" named James Wynstand- 
ley of Windstandley, who may have been the then 
squire, and he, with some twenty others (unnamed), 
to show his contempt for the Queen's proclamation 
restoring the Roman religion, broke into the chapel, 
stole everything which was worth stealing, including 
the newly-provided vestments, chalice and patten, 
&c. &c., turned out the seats, took the glass out 
of the windows, and stopped them up with boughs 
of trees, and then turned the place into a barn and 
filled it with his corn and hay; in this way effectually 
stopping for a time the holding of any service what 
soever. This high-handed but irreligious reformer 
had to be taken into the Law Courts, where, no 
doubt, he duly learnt his lesson, though of this there 
is no record. The building would, no doubt, soon

1 Cf. Bridgeman, History of the Church and Manor of Wigiui, for 
some of this earlier information. He gives sundry documents.
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be fitted again for service, though of this also we 
are not told.

Forty-five years later (1598) Queen Elizabeth 
had nearly finished her reign. Popery had gone 
never to return, and the Reformed state of things 
had been established some forty years. But church 
matters at Billinge could scarcely be described as 
very satisfactory. Most of the gentry seem to have 
been inclined to the Roman religion. The chapel 
was out of repair; there were no books save one 
large Bible ; the legal fines for absence from church 
were not levied, neither was the poor rate collected. 
Warning was, indeed, generally given of the Cele 
bration of the Holy Communion, but very few 
received it thrice yearly. Those who did could 
not say their Catechism ; indeed many could not 
even say the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Ten 
Commandments. The curate was " no minister," 
but only a "reader," i.e. either a layman, or a 
priest unlicensed to preach. Whether this sad state 
of things was mended we cannot say, but for six 
teen years, during the greater part of the reign of 
James I., the services were still conducted by the 
same " Reader " Bolton (I6O9-25), 1 which is scarcely 
hopeful. Yet a small endowment was provided 
about 1614, and the chapel seems to have been en 
larged about this time, for in a deed quoted in Brief 
for Defendants, p. 4 (see postea], a proviso is con 
tained that certain persons shall continue to " Hold 
their Seats and Forms in the New Out Heiling 2

1 In the Wigan Marriage Register of 1610 there occurs this entry : 
" William Boulton Reader at billing and his wyfe [sic, no name], 
June ii."

Canon Bridgeman, following Raines, calls him Richard (op. cit. 273).
8 This word is also spelt "outeling." In the Liverpool Church 

Records the word "outaisle" occurs in 1697 (Peet, Inventory, p. 105), 
when the north aisle was added to the old St. Nicholas' Chapel. But 
in spite of the fact that "outheiling" and "outaisle" are evidently 
synonymous, Mr. A. L. Mayhew, of Oxford, is of opinion that there 
is no etymological connection between them. He believes that
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adjoining to the South side of the Chapel. ..." 
The date of the deed is 1603. In 1625 Bishop 
Bridgeman, who was also Rector of Wigan, who did 
much to raise the status of the parochial clergy, 
sent his curate, Tempest, to take the service at 
Billinge, and the trustees of the chapel refused his 
ministrations. But before the week was out they 
were on their knees before the bishop at Wigan, and 
Mr. Tempest 'vent on with his work amongst them.

In the vestry is preserved a little painted glass, 
bearing the date 1637. It was taken from one of 
the windows at the recent restoration. It consists 
of a shield of arms, surrounded by arabesques and 
flowers. The arms are apparently those of a member 
of the Bankes family ;* this glass is probably evi 
dence rather of the squire's idea of the importance 
of his family than of zeal for the House of God ; 
and yet that it was put into the church then seems 
to tell us that it was by no means a neglected place 
on the eve of the great change.

Then came the Great Rebellion, when the Non 
conformists got the upper hand, and the bishop and 
clergy were turned out of their charges and most 
cruelly harried. Billinge suffered like other places, 
though it was proposed to make of it a separate 
parish. Of those dark days we will say no more 
than that they came to an end in 1662, when the 
intruded Puritan minister 2 was ejected, and the 
church services were restored.

"heiling" or "eling" means a roofing or covering, and is the same 
word as "heling" (see Murray, New English Dictionary, spelt also 
"healing").

1 Though the cross is engrailed instead of plain (Bankes). The 
coat of Ashhurst of Ashhurst is like that shown in the Billinge glass, 
but the tincture of the field is gules, and not sable. The mullet for 
difference in the centre of the cross should denote a third son. We 
may note that one Ellen Ashhurst of Billinge, widow, had a will proved 
at Chester in 1640.

2 The intruded minister was John Wright, described by his party 
as "a very honest, godly minister and of good lyffe and conversacon." 
For his pay he received from the intruded minister of Wigan £$o.
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Of the state of things between then and the 
rebuilding of the chapel in 1718 we have but little 
account.

In his list of the curates and incumbents of 
Billinge, Canon Bridgeman (History of Church and 
Manor of Wigan, p. 757), gives

1646-1662. John Wright, minister of Billinge.
. . . Goulburn.
1685-1699. Humphrey Tudor.

But in Roger Lowe's Diary (1663-1678) there are 
several references to a Mr. John Blakeburne, who 
was taking the services at Billinge Chappell. He 
heard him there on Feb. 3 and Nov. 5, 1665, and 
on June 3, 1666, "lords day I went to Billinge 
Chappel to hear Mr. Blakeburne and he was glad 
to see me recovered, he tooke me into Humphrey 
Cowlays and spent 6 d on me and then I walked 
downe to Blackley hurst and so parted."

He heard him again at Billinge Chappel on 
Aug. 3. On Oct. 13 he " went . . . to the ffuneral 
of old Mr. Bankes of Winstanley who was interred 
at Wiggan. Mr. Blakeburne preached." He heard 
him again at Billinge on Dec. 2, "it was a cold 
day and at noone Humphry Cowlys house was 
so thronged that we could not ataine a fire to sit by 
but we sacrificed ourselves ore the twopenny flagon 
in a cold chamber, att noone there was Henry 
Birchall with us the younger, we had each of us a 
messe of pottage, we spent 3 d a piece."

The next entry in the printed Diary is " Dec. 15. 
Saturday. I went to the dolefull funerall of the 
reverend Mr. John Blakeburne at Winwick. Mr. 
Potter [the curate] preached in a very patheticall 
maner ... he in the close of his sermon spoke

Also a donation, given [about 1614] by Thomas Billing,of 46shillings 
8d. per ami., and likewise £4 per annum, a donative given by the 
inhabitants of Billinge and Winstanley.
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excellentlie truly tho' mournfullie in comendation of 
Mr. John and indeed the neighbourhood sustain 
great losse by his death."

This Mr. John Blakeburne was living at Blackley 
Hurst, and he seems to have had spiritual charge of 
Billinge at this time. Mr. J. Brownbill informs 
me that he matriculated at B.N.C., Oxford, in 
1640 (aged 18), a year after his elder brother 
Thomas. He proceeded B.D. in 1662. His 
brother had taken the same degree in 1661, lived at 
Blackley Hurst, and was buried at Winwick in 1664 
(Feb. 9), aged 43. John was buried, as Lowe 
relates, at Winwick in 1666 (Dec. 15), aged 44. 
Mr. Brownbill adds : " I think the Blackburnes 
would be clergymen and conformists, judging by 
the time when they took the B.D. degree, but 
nonconformists were sometimes allowed to preach 
the funeral sermon of a deceased friend. I think 
you will find several instances of this (e.g. the Rector 
of North Meols)."

But Bishop George Hall, then Rector of Wigan, 
was scarcely the man to allow a Nonconformist to 
occupy his pulpit, still less to act as his curate at 
Billinge. In the Winwick Register John Blake- 
borne is styled "Mr.," as is also his brother 
Thomas. In the same register Richard Sherlock 
has no handle before his name, but is styled " Doctor 
of Divinity and Rector of Winwick."

No information respecting John Blakeburne can 
be obtained from the Chester Registry. " Chester 
Records are practically a blank from 1661 to 1668." 
His brother Thomas was incumbent of Rivington. 
He was ordained by the Bishop of Chester (Bridge- 
man) in 1644 or 1645, and was of Royalist leanings. 
He was ejected from Rivington in 1647, but in 1650 
was incumbent of Newton in the Hundred of West 
Derby, and was described in the Church Survey 
as a "godly preaching minister, and supplieth the
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cure diligently upon the Lords Dayes." He "did 
not keep the Fast (Thursday, June 13, 1650), and 
did come into the said place by ye consent of the 
whole chapelrie." Cf. Record Society, vol. i. p. 48 ; 
vol. xv. p. 30; Chetham Society, N.S., vol. xli. 
pp. 213-14; also vols. xxxvi. and xli. {Minutes of 
the Bury Presbyterian Classics, 1647-57); Walker, 
Siifferings of Clergy, pp. 40, 413.

During the recent restoration one thing came to 
light, which would lead us to suppose that Billinge 
shared to some extent in the revival of, at any rate, 
external religion, which took place in the latter half 
of the seventeenth century. When the old oak 
pews were taken to pieces, it was found that the 
carpenters of 1718 had used up, when they could, 
some oak work of earlier date, and this was prob 
ably 1687 (James II.), which was found cut upon 
some of it, so that in all probability something 
had been done in that year to make the old 
chapel more comely and convenient. This is but 
a straw, but it may show which way the stream 
was flowing.

Now we come to the rebuilding of the chapel in 
1718, during the long incumbency 1 of Humphrey 
Walley (1708-1749). Francis Gastrell, of Notitia 
fame, was Bishop of the Diocese (1714-25), and the 
Rector of Wigan was Samuel Aldersley (1714-41), 
in whose time various works were executed in 
Wigan Parish Church. George I. was King. 
Convocation had just been finally silenced, and, 
with the accession of what the Dissenting historian 
Calamy calls the "amiable and illustrious House of 
Hanover," a period of spiritual torpor set in, which 
is probably without equal in the history of the 
English Church. Billinge Church was rebuilt at

1 Many of the other incumbents also stayed long e.g. Rd. Carr, 
1776-1813 ; Samuel Hall, 1813-33 ; John Bromilow, 1833-53 ; and, 
longest of all, the revered Canon Howard St. George, 1853-98.
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the beginning of this sad period, and whilst the 
energy of the foregoing time was as yet unexpended. 
A little earlier there had been a good deal of 
church building in the diocese as well as elsewhere, 
e.g. Liverpool, St. Peter (1704) ; Warrington, Holy 
Trinity (1709); Manchester, St. Ann (1712); Ash- 
ton, St. Thomas (1714 rebuilt). Prescot Tower was 
built in 1729, and Lowton Church in 1732. Sefton 
reredos was made in 1730. The work at Billinge 
compares most favourably with any that was done 
elsewhere in the neighbourhood at this period. In 
fact there is nothing which will really compare 
with it. It is unique. The building speaks for 
itself, and it tells us that the work was certainly the 
result of zeal for the House of God. Those who 
built it desired to build well, and to build a thing of 
beauty. They evidently gave of their best. There 
is no record of the name of the architect.

The church is of a mixed style of architecture. 
Generally, it belongs to the Renaissance, and, more 
particularly, to the Roman Doric, though there is 
a touch of Corinthian in the fluted pilasters within 
the apse. 1 It is an oblong building, measuring 
internally about 57 feet by 37 feet. The west front 
rather reminds one, longo interuallo, of the west 
front of the Duomo at Rimini. At the east end 
is a small apse lighted by two windows at the 
side, but without an east window. The parapet 
round this apse is broken by several sets of 
balusters. The south side (as well as the north) 
is divided into four bays by pilasters, in which 
the entasis is very apparent. The simple mould 
ings also are carefully and correctly designed. The 
work is quite as good in its way as the chapel of 
Queen's College, Oxford, built about the same time 
by Sir Christopher Wren. The Doric details are 
very similar, but at Queen's there is nothing else

1 This description was written before the recent restoration.
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but Doric. In each bay is an ordinary round-headed 
window of the period with keystone. But within

Section of Jamb and Base of Window (not to scale)

the window opening the architect has introduced 
mullions thus making the window three light  
and tracery which is a distinct reminiscence (though 
again longo intervallo} of the beautiful reticulated 
tracery of the Decorated period, such as may be seen 
in great perfection at Up-Holland, three miles away.

The pilasters are connected at the bottom by a 
plain base, and at the top by an entablature with 
well-moulded cornice, above which again comes an 
embattled parapet, such as might very well have 
been built in the Perpendicular period, except that 
urns have taken the place of pinnacles. There 
is also a quasi-Perpendicular window in the west 
front over the door. This mixture of Classical and 
Gothic is very noteworthy, and the recurrence of 
Gothic forms, many years after Gothic was gene 
rally disused, and many years also before it began 
again to be in vogue, gives Billinge Church con 
siderable architectural interest.

The building much reminds one of work done 
many years earlier, when the struggle between 
Gothic and Renaissance was still going on (cf. 
Gotch, Early Renaissance in England}. Only then
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the building itself would have been late Gothic, 
with touches of Renaissance work; whereas at 
Billinge the building is Renaissance, with touches 
of Gothic in the nave battlements and the window 
tracery. It has been suggested that the architect 
may possibly have copied the tracery of the old 
chapel windows. But this could not be, for the 
chapel was built, as we have seen, about 1534, 
and its tracery would be of the late Perpendicular 
(without any cusps), which was in vogue in 
Lancashire at that time. The Billinge tracery was 
clearly inspired by the reticulated.

The proportions of the church are admirable; 
there is evidence at every turn of care and even of 
affection ; of a desire to build a church which, while 
modest in size and on plan, should nevertheless be 
as worthy of its sacred purpose as its builders could 
make it. They built (so far as they knew how) 
suaviter as well nsfortiter, sweetly as well as strongly 
(cf. Bishop Sanderson, Works, vol. i. p. 318). There 
was not merely "building" but "architecture" as 
well (cf. Ruskin, Seven Lamps, chap. i. i), and 
the "lamp of sacrifice" burnt brightly. Good 
dressed stone was used for the exterior work, 
and within the church the pews are of oak, to 
which age has given a delightful colour. There 
was also an oak altar table (now in the vestry), 
very similar to the one made about the same 
time for Aughton Church. Both are excellent 
examples of the best sort of furniture of the 
period. A lovely brass candelabrum, similar to 
those at Up-Holland and elsewhere, hangs in the 
centre. The interior, when it was fresh from the 
builders hands, must have been very effective, 
and well-adapted for the needs of the small con 
gregation for whom it was intended. About a 
dozen of the pews are double ones, and belonged 
to the "quality." In these kneeling must always
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have been difficult. But the other seats measure 
three feet in width, and kneeling would be quite 
easy, except that there are no book-boards to 
kneel against.

With this church at Billinge may be compared, 
with no invidious purpose, the old church at Tarle- 
ton. Very old-world and quaint it is with its early 
eighteenth-century arrangements. It was built in 
1717, and has been but little altered since. There 
are four panelled square pews for the " quality" 
on either side of the central aisle, and to the west 
of these and to the door are benches or forms of 
the most uncomfortable sort for " poor folk." At 
the west end is a singing gallery, with the place 
in its front for the numbers of the hymns. Later 
on (before 1836) another gallery was added for 
some little distance on the south side, so that the 
whole gallery is now shaped somewhat like the capital 
letter L. The church was heated by a stove, and 
lighted by candles in oak candlesticks, which were 
fixed to the ends of the seats. Outside, the church 
is of red brick, mellowed by age to a charming 
colour, against which the many green creepers 
make a delightful contrast. But looking at Tarleton 
Church and comparing it with the church at 
Billinge, built at the same time, one cannot but be 
struck with the contrast. At Tarleton there is 
very plain red brick and painted deal furniture, 
whereas at Billinge there is hewn stone, oak, and 
a considerable amount of architectural adornment. 
The cost of the one church must have greatly 
exceeded that of the other. We feel, as we 
compare the two churches, how wonderfully well 
James Scaesbrike and his helpers did their work 
at Billinge, evidently giving of their best.

This brings us to a most interesting board upon 
the south wall of the church, of which I will give a 
copy:
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In the years
of our Lord 1717 and 1718 
By the pious and generous Be 

.- -nefactions of the Gen* and Inhabi
-tants of this Chapelry, and the 
Charitable contributions of the 
Gen* Clergy and others of the 
adjacent parts of this County, 

This Chapel was rebuilt,
But particularly, 1 

By Mr James Scaesbrikc of Leverpoo- 
Merchant, who was the first mover 
thereto and who out of his zeal for 
Gods honour, and as a noble founda
-tion for soe good a work, did, Out 
of his own free will, most generously 
subscribe and immediately pay down

The Sum of two hundred pounds J 
Them y* honour me, I will honour saith y u Lord. 

James Winstanley Warden 1721.

Above this inscription is a shield bearing the 
Scarisbrick Arms, dated 1719 (the year in which 
Robinson Cmsoe was published), and on a seat 
near was a delightful old brass plate, now pre 
served on the wall beneath the Record Board (see 
illustration), bearing the words " James Sceasbrick, 
Elizabeth Sceasbrick, of Leverpoole, 1721." The 
common Lancashire pronunciation of the word 
"Scarisbrick" is "Scazebrick" (Vict. Hist.}.

James Scaesbrike, then, was the "first mover" 
in the rebuilding of 1718. Who was he, and how 
came he to help on this work so liberally? For 
years past he has fairly fascinated me, but when 
I made inquiries about him, no one seemed to be 
able to give me any information. I then began to 
explore in various directions, and I give you the

1 An equal sum was given towards the endowment in 1720 by 
Thomas Bankes, the then squire. It is scarcely necessary to point 
out that .£200 in 1717 is equivalent to a much larger sum now. At 
that time a cow was worth from £2 to £4 ; a horse, say, £4 ; 20 
sheep, £4 ; a swine, £i ; 6 oxen, 2 stirks, 2 califs, i why, and a bull, 
.£30, &c. &c. (see Inventories, qu. Newhigging History of the Forest 
of Rossendalc^ pp. 325 &c.).
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result for what it is worth. The tablet tells us 
that he was " of Leverpool," and that he was a 
" Merchant." Now it so happens that there was 
living in Liverpool at that time a well-known 
merchant of that name having a wife named Eliza 
beth. There were others of the same surname, 
but only one James Sceasbrike. Consequently we 
shall probably be right if we conclude that the 
Billinge benefactor is this well-known Liverpool 
man. He is mentioned several times in Picton's 
Municipal Archives and Records; but more is to be 
gleaned about him from a most interesting work 
recently published, Liverpool in the Reign of Qiieen 
Anne, by Mr. H. Peet, F.S.A. This consists 
chiefly of reprints (with valuable notes) of two Rate 
Assessment Books, bearing date 1705 and 1708, 
of which the latter deals with the whole town, and 
the former only with the south end. By putting 
two and two together, and supplementing this from 
registers and other sources, we can gain some 
particulars about James Sceasbrike, which, up to 
this time, have been lost sight of.

He is described as " Mariner," " Merchant," and 
"Gentleman" (in his will). A "mariner" "then 
implied a merchant - shipowner, who could, and 
frequently did, navigate his own vessel" (Peet). 
John Fells, who left £20 to the Charity School 
and ,£30 "to buy books for the-Liberary" (sic} 
of St. Peter's Church, and " all my sea books, 
instruments, &c.," to Peter Rider, was a " Mariner." 
But he was none the less a " Merchant," for he 
had a place of business in Poole Lane and stock 
worth £,JS- So, too, James Sceasbrike was a 
"Mariner," and in his will bequeathed "all my 
parts and shares of every vessel or ship which I 
shall be possessed of at my decease." He was 
also a " Merchant," and his place of business, and 
possibly at one time his residence, was in Poole
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Lane, which is now South Castle Street. Liver 
pool was at that time a town of about 7000 people, 
and it was fast increasing in size. The " New 
Church," i.e. St. Peter's, had been built 1 on the 
common on the other side of the Pool, and con 
secrated in 1704. In 1708 there were 1287 rate 
able houses. The first dock was at this time in 
making, and the Pool was being gradually filled 
up, and covered with houses. Poole Lane ran 
down from the castle to the dock. Here was 
James Sceasbrike's warehouse, filled with his stock 
(worth ^100), and both together were (1705) rated 
at £i, ios. od. He was by far the largest rate 
payer in his street. In fact he was one of the 
seventeen largest ratepayers in the south end of 
Liverpool. There were only twelve men whose 
stock was valued at over ^100, and the largest 
value was only ^450 (Daniel Danvers, Red Cross 
Street). Of course due allowance must be made 
for the altered value of money, but evidently James 
Scaesbrike was one of the important men in Liver-

1 It was built by assessment under Act 10 & n Will. 111., and was con 
sidered a great effort on the part of the town. It was finally agreed to 
seat it with oak, though some were for " fir." Gregson {Fragments, fol. 
165) says that some of the oak was given by neighbouring gentlemen. 
After carefully inquiring the cost, " lest it be too large for us," it was de 
cided to floor the chancel within the rails with marble, white and black, 
using elsewhere "black flag from the Isle of Man" (of. The Norris 
Papers). But there is very little "architecture" about the church 
when one gets away from the doors. "It may be correctly called of 
the nondescript style. It has an octagonal tower ; upon each angle 
of which is a pinnacle representing a candlestick, with a gilt vane 
representing the flame. The church is the reverse of handsome, and 
is remarkable for each of its four doorways . . . being of a different 
description, which is said to have occurred from the architect hav 
ing introduced them in the plan and sections to be selected from ; 
and the contractor or builder, having the plan and sections before 
him, copied them exactly as they appeared there " (Richard Brooke, 
F.S. A., Liverpool as it ivas during t/ie last Quarter of tiie Eighteenth 
Century, p. 47). "Architecture being then but little understood in 
Liverpool, four different patterns of doorcases, the number wanted, 
were procured from London and adopted ; so that each door is of a 
different style" (Gregson, Fragments, fol. 165). Comparison with St. 
Peter's makes the work at Billinge seem still more remarkable.
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pool at that time. He was churchwarden in 1706 
(Peet). He had also a leasehold house with two 
closes, containing three acres of land, in Park Lane 
on the south side of the Pool. It was an old 
enclosure from the common, and he acquired it in 
some way from "Widow Duke," and it was called 
" Duke's House." Here he may possibly have 
lived at one time, but he did not live there at 
the time of the making of his will (1718), for in 
that he bequeathed " my house, called Duke's 
House and the two fields adjoining" to Margery 
Rainford, daughter of Peter Rainford, his brother-in- 
law (married Margery Scaesbrike), the gardener who 
lived on what is now known as " Rainford Gardens." 

At the same time he left " the house where I now 
live" (after his wife Elizabeth's death) to "Sarah 
Walker, wife of John Walker of Leverpoole, sailor." 
He left all his interest in vessels " for the use and 
purpose of building Alms Houses for sailor's wid- 
dows only." These almshouses were afterwards 
built by his executors upon a plot of ground con 
taining twelve yards "att the east end of the Alms- 
houses (Poole's) att Dale Street end," granted by 
the Corporation on August 12, 1724 (Municipal 
Archives, vol. ii. p. 63). He was evidently a man 
given to good works. In the Archives (July 16, 
1706) the following occurs: " Memor ' Mr. James 
Scarisbrick has one hundred Pounds by him, which 
hee is willing to let ye Corporacon have, paying 
him interest during his life, and hee be obliged to 
give ye same to ye Corporac5n (for ye use of ye 
poor) after his decease ; ye Council accepts of the 
same according to ye proposal, and ye CorporacSn 
is to allow five p. cent for ye money during his own 
life." This is confirmed on the 4th September, 
with the proviso that the fund shall be disposed of 
by the Mayor and the Rectors. In this same year, 
1706, James Scasbrick benefited under the will of



Some Notes on Dillinge 19

Richard Warbrick, merchant and mariner, 1 and 
founder of Warbrick's Charity, which was after 
wards increased by his nephew, Richard Warbrick 
the younger. The money was originally spent in 
the building and support of eight almshouses for 
" Saylor's Widdows of the Borough." One of the 
executors of James Scaesbrike's will was Bryan Blun- 
dell, the well-known founder of the Liverpool Blue- 
Coat School, who was therefore a friend of his, and 
possibly a connection. Another executor was his 
wife Elizabeth, whose name appears on the pew- 
door plate at Billinge. The third was "John 
Scarsbrick, sonn of William Scasbrick." This was 
the man who in 1721 purchased from Sarah Gaskell, 
daughter of Richard Percival (who had bought it) 
the gallery at the west end of St. Nicholas' Church 
(erected in 1681) for .£33 (Picton, Memorials, 
ii. 57). In 1723 he was Mayor of Liverpool, and 
gave ^70 towards completing Dr. Sylvester Rich 
mond's Almshouses (1692) on the south side of 
Shaw's Brow for poor sailors' widows. In the note on 
p. 93 of Mr. Feet's Liverpool, this John Scasbrick 
is erroneously called James's brother; but this he 
could not have been, for in his will, made in 1718, 
James speaks of " my brother John Scasbrick de 
ceased." This was evidently the John Scasbrick, 
called both "mariner" and "brewer" (Peet, op. cil., 
pp. 29, 88), who in 1708 lived in Moore Street ; was, 
probably, churchwarden in 1704; and was buried 
on March 17, 1711, at St. Nicholas' (Register). 
He was evidently the brother of James, for in his 
will James left £20 to Daniel Scasbrick, whom he 
calls the "sonn of my brother John Scasbrick de 
ceased," and in the St. Nicholas' Register there 
occurs the entry of the baptism, on December 10, 
1700, of " Daniel son of John Scarsbrick of 
Moore Street Mariner." The John Scarsbrick who

1 Entry in Liverpool Register, p. 5, 1670 : " Richard Warbrick and 
Catherine Scasebrige, with a licence, July I " (Peet, Inventory, p. 80).



2O Some Notes on Billinge

was mayor in 1723, and who proved James Scaes- 
brike's will at Chester on 3Oth November 1724, 
might have been James's nephew or cousin. His 
own will was proved at Chester, probably in 1736 
(Lancashire and Cheshire Record Society). James 
left legacies to his nephew and two nieces (children 
of John), and to various friends. He had evidently 
no surviving children.

Now comes the further question, why did this 
"James Scaesbrike of Leverpool" help Billinge so 
lavishly ? * As a rule, men help places in which 
they are interested by residence, or by ownership 
of property. James Scaesbrike was not only a 
large subscriber ; he was also " the first mover" 
in the work. This, and the fact that he had one 
of the chief seats allotted to him and his wife, 
seems to point to, at any rate, a frequent residence 
here. But if so, where did he live? Winstanley 
Hall, Birchley, Blacldeyhurst, and Bispham Hall 
were all in existence then, and there may have 
been other possible houses. But probably James 
Scarisbrick lived in none of these. The Bankeses 
were at Winstanley ; z the Pooles were at Birchley, 3

1 He made his will in 1718, the year after he had given the £200 to 
Billinge. He left £20 each to some near relatives ; £10 to each of 
his executors ; .£100, contingently, to another person ; and to his wife 
,£600 absolutely, and another ^400 if she continued in widowhood. 
The greatness of his gift to Billinge is evident, when it is compared 
with these bequests.

2 The Minutes of Vestry meetings were signed by Wm. Black- 
bourne in 1708, 'u, and '12, and by J. Blackburne in 1727, '46, '49, '50, 
'5 r > '5 2 i '54> '57- Thomas Bankes signed in 1708, '13, '18, '23, '24. 
He probably died soon after this last signature. His son, Robert 
Bankes, signed in 1725. Pews were allotted to the families of Bankes, 
Bispham, and Blackbourn. The Pooles were Roman Catholics.

3 On September 7, 1720, Mr. Nicholas Blundell met at Garswood at 
dinner "Mr. Poole of Burchley." See Diary, p. 169. Three entries 
in the Billinge Registers : 

Baptisms. " Philippia Poole Daughter of M r Poole of Birchley.
Born y e 30"' of April 1702."

" Meliora ye Daughter of Wm Poole Escf of Birchley was
born June 27"' 1707." 

Burial. " Malliora ye Daughter of M r Poole of Billinge departed
Her life february y° 19"' 1710."
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and were frequently visited by Nicholas Blundell, 
the Diarist; the Blackburnes l were still at Blackley- 
hurst; and the Bisphams at Bispham Hall. a

What, then, was the connection of James Scaes- 
brike with Billinge ? On page 2 of the second of 
the Billintre Registers these words occur : 

L5 O

"This chapel of Billinge was rebuilt in the years 1717 & 
1718 by Contributions, when the Right Rev' 1 Father in God 
Francis Ld Bipp of Chester by his Verball Orders to the Revd 
Humphrey Walley Curate of the said Chapel did appoint Thomas 
Bankes of Winstanley Esqr , the Rev' 1 M 1' Sam 1 Aldersey Reetor 
of Wigan, and the afore mentioned the Rev'1 Mr Walley to seat 
the Inhabitants of the said Chapelry who had claims to seats or 
forms or Pews in the old Chapel, & to dispose of the rest; 
wck Order was obey'1 and the seats ord' 1 and dispos1' off as 
follows. Videl*."

Then follows a list of the pews numbered con 
secutively from i to 49, with the names of those 
to whom they were allotted. Four pews were 
given to Thos. Bankes, Esqr ., for the use of his 
Family, and about twenty-six others for the use 
of his tenants. Sir Wm. Gerard, Bart., of Gars- 
wood, had one pew for his Family. This may 
have been in acknowledgment of his ownership 
of Birchley Hall, if it had by that time come into 
his possession. Thomas Bispham, Esqr., of Bis 
pham, had two seats for his Family, and so had 
Mr. William Blackbourn, Gent 1"., of Blackley Hurst. 
The Curate of Billinge had one pew for his Family 
and one for a tenant, and Lord Derby had one for 
a tenant. There was about fourteen others allotted 
to men who were, perhaps, small freeholders, or had 
some other claim to them.

To James Scaesbrike was allotted the third pew 
from the east end on the south side of the middle aisle,

1 See note 2, p. 20.
3 Entry in Billinge Register : " 1726. Thomas, reputed son of 

Thomas Bispham of Bispham Esq 1', and Jane Birchall of Billinge, 
Serv 1 was Baptised Augst y" 2i»l 1726."
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those of the Bankes and Gerard families being before 
him, and the curate's behind him. The four corre 
sponding pews on the north side of the aisle were 
allotted to Bispham(two), Blackbourne, and Bankes. 
The pulpit and clerk's desk came next, to the west 
of the Bankes' pew, on the north side of the aisle. 
These eight pews were evidently the chief seats, 
and one of them was allotted, as we have seen, " to 
the use of James Scasbrike of Liverpool merchant 
(who gave 2OO//. to ye Building of ye Chapel) and 
his Family."

The several holdings of Mr. Bankes' tenants are 
all recorded, as well as their situation in Billinge or 
Winstanley. These evidently were considered to 
give them their right to the pews. Of these tenants, 
two may be noticed. Pew No. 40 was allotted to 
one " William Tatlock of Liverpool," * holding a 
leasehold tenement at Winstanley. Tatlock was 
a Liverpool name. A William Tatlock was church 
warden in 1590. Philip Tatlock was an innkeeper 
in Castle Street, and Richard Tatlock was a dyer 
in Tyth Barn Street in 1708. I cannot find any 
mention in Mr. Feet's book of a William in 1705 or 
1708. But the occurrence of the name in the 
Billinge Book, " William Tatlock of Liverpool," is 
interesting as affording one small link between 
Liverpool and Billinge at our period. This will 
prepare us for another, much more to our purpose. 
Pew No. 26 was appropriated to one " Peter Rain- 
ford of Liverpool," also holding a Winstanley tene 
ment.2 On turning to the Baptismal Register we 
find that whilst this Peter Rainford was living at

1 A hill at Billinge with a clump of trees, visible for miles round, is 
still called "Tatlock's Hillock."

2 We are not able to ascertain where Peter Rainford lived. But 
"perhaps there may be a reminiscence of him in 'Rainford Cottages,' 
just outside Pemberton and just in Winstanley, the said Rainford 
Cottages being made out of an old farmhouse, which was therefore 
of fair proportions " (Ex inf. Vicar of Billinge).
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Winstanley, four children were born to him, viz. 
Cysely in 1704, Mary in 1707, Margery in 1710, 
and Robert in 1714. We do not find the name 
in the Register of Burials, consequently we may be 
sure he was buried elsewhere. On turning to the 
Liverpool books we find a Peter Rainford, a 
gardener, living in 1705 and 1708 in a house (with 
garden) in Harrington Street, and apparently own 
ing other property. In 1700 he owned three nevj 
stables in Harrington Street. He had also two 
closes near the Moss Lake, and one close near the 
new church. These were new enclosures from the 
common. He was buried on August 23, 1743, in 
St. Peter's Churchyard, probably aged about eighty. 
But the main point of interest to us lies in the fact 
that on January 20, 1688, he was married at St. 
Nicholas' Church to Marjory Scasbrick (baptized at 
St. Nicholas' March 16, 1663), daughter of Thomas 
Scasbrick (buried at St. Nicholas' June 23, 1668). 
This was the sister of our James Scaesbrike, and 
Peter Rainford was his brother-in-law, as we know 
from James's will, which also tells us he had seven 
children. The name of one of these is given 
as a beneficiary under the will, viz. Margery. 
Margery was the name of one of the daughters of the 
" Peter Rainford of Liverpool" who had the Win 
stanley tenement. It seems not unreasonable to 
conclude that her father was the brother-in-law of 
James Scaesbrike, and, if so, one is able to under 
stand why James Scaesbrike should have helped 
Billinge.

From the allotment to him of a pew, it is quite 
clear he was frequently at the services of the 
church. The apportionment to him of a chief seat 
as a mere compliment is not to be imagined. He 
was given a pew because he needed one. But, 
since the pew was assigned to him only as a 
subscriber, it is also clear that he was neither a
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property owner nor a householder in Billinge, and 
he is called, both in the book and also on the 
Record Board, James Scaesbrike "of Liverpool 
merchant." If he were a Liverpool man often 
staying with relatives in Billinge, and attending the 
church, the raison d'etre of the allotted pew is very 
clear. It is of course possible that he or his family 
may have originally come from Billinge, but of this 
there is not a vestige of proof. In 1609 the will of 
Dorothy Scarisbrick, spinster, of Birchley, was 
proved at Chester (Lancashire and Cheshire Record 
Society), but the name never occurs in the Billinge 
Registers, which date from 1696. But, if our sur 
mise be correct, James Scaesbrike used to come 
from time to time to Winstanley to stay with his 
brother-in-law, Peter Rainford, who was probably a 
farmer as well as a gardener. His "closes" and 
" stables" in Liverpool point in this direction. 
There would probably be much coming and going 
between the two homes. Being a God-fearing 
Churchman, and a man given to good works, 
James Scaesbrike was much interested in Church 
matters. Pie had no doubt (though of this there 
is no record) watched with interest the building of 
the " new church" of St. Peter, Liverpool, con 
secrated in 1704. He was, as we have already seen, 
churchwarden of Liverpool in 1706. So he was dis 
satisfied with the poor little sixteenth-century chapel 
at Billinge, with its outeling, and at length, after 
many years of acquaintance with it, he suggested 
its rebuilding, and backed his suggestion with the 
munificent offer of ,£200. He was the prime mover 
in the matter. After due consideration his offer 
was accepted, his subscription was at once paid, the 
work was begun and carried on to completion. 
And in grateful acknowledgment of what he had 
done, one of the chief seats was allotted to him and 
his wife Elizabeth.
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The careful consideration and piecing together 
of fragments of information gathered from various 
sources leads me to offer this as the explanation of 
James Scaesbrike's gift to Billinge. It rather in 
creases our admiration of him.

One would much like to know more about him, 
where he was born, where he died, and where he 
was buried. Perhaps some day these facts may 
come to light. But it is good to have a satis 
factory, and, as I hope, the true, answer to the 
question, " Why did he help Billinge ? " *

However this may be, we are sure that Billinge 
owes this man, whatever his connection with the 
place might have been, a' great debt of gratitude.

At the time of the rebuilding of the chapel, we 
know from Bishop Gastrell's Notilia that there were 
178 families in Billinge, of which 10 were Presby 
terian, 4 Quaker, and 10 Papist. The population 
was on the increase. It had grown by some twenty 
families since the census of about thirty years earlier.

1 A James Scasbrike is mentioned in The Moore Rental (Chetham 
Society, xii. 1847), the date of which is 1667-68. He is there said to be 
the " Son in Law" of" Widow Blundell alias Heayes," who is spoken 
of as "a very cunning woman ; hath to her son-in-law a notorious 
knave [Moore dealt largely in opprobrious epithets. Allowance must 
be made for this], and one whom I charge you never to trust. I will 
here tell you a pretty story of him." He then tells it, and adds, 
"Thus you see what unreasonable souls these common people hath, 
and perfectly hates a gentleman. I charge you in the name of God 
never trust them. . . . She [i.e. Widow Blundell] at present pays 
three days shearing, three hens at Xmas, and hath in it [i.e. her 
lease] her own life, James Scasbricke her son's [sic], and Anne, her 
Daughter's. If ever this James Scasbricke comes to be bailiff 
of Liverpool, he is to give me    pounds more of his fine. . . ." 
James Scasbricke's name does not occur in the list of bailiffs given on 
pp. 131-33, 1625-87. This man might be the Billinge benefactor, but 
it is scarcely likely. If so, Anne Blundell was his first wife. In the 
St. Nicholas' Register there are these entries, " Lorance, s. of James 
.Scasbricke : June 5, 1664. Peeler, s. of James Scasbricke : Feb. 2, 
1669." His name does not occur m the register of marriages or of 
burials. He may have been a relative of the Billinge man, one of 
whose executors was Bryan Blundell, baptized January 9, 1674, and 
died January 27, 1756, and therefore fifty years old when Mr. James 
Scaesbrike died.
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In 1718 there may have been about 900 people in 
the parish, and the rebuilt chapel held about 200, 
i.e. nearly one quarter. To-day the population is 
3179, and the church holds 470, i.e. about one- 

. seventh. So that, as compared with to-day, the 
provision of church accommodation in 1718 was on 
a generous scale. Altogether, the men of 1718 did 
their work well.

In 1765 there was a dispute about the patronage 
of the benefice, just as there had been at Hindley 
in 1708. In both cases it was decided in favour of 
the Rector of Wigan, in whose hands the patronage 
has ever since quietly continued. In the Billinge 
Parish Chest is (in duplicate) a paper of con 
siderable interest, besides others which are useful 
in a lesser degree. There are two copies of the 
Brief for the Defendants, one marked " Mr. Serg'. 
Aspinall, 10 gs.," and the other, " Mr. Walker, 
5 gs." The defendants were the Bishop of Chester 
(Keene) and the Rector of Wigan (Shirley Cotes), 
and the plaintiffs William Bankes, John Gildart, 
Humphrey Atherton, John Harper, and Lawrence 
Pennington, the feoffees of the chapel. John Gil- 
dart 1 ("of Liverpool, Gent.") was the grandson of 
the late John Blackburne of Blackley Hurst. The 
case was tried in the Court of Common Pleas at Lan 
caster. The Attorney-General was, apparently, for 
the plaintiffs. A certain amount of interesting 
history is given in the Brief. Several deeds were 
produced by the plaintiffs.

i. One, dated 1561, by which Thomas Winstan- 
ley of Winstanley, Esq., conveyed the chapel and 
chapel yard to certain feoffees. He was probably 
the survivor of earlier feoffees, for the chapel was 
standing soon after 1534.

1 Cf. " George Gelder a squire of Liverpoole an Ann Blackburn 
of Billinge ine parish of Wigan. By licancs 16 November 1751 " 
(Newchurch Registers, L. P, R. Soc., p. 224).
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2. One, dated 1603, by which Peter Latham, the 
surviving feoffee, conveyed the chapel and chapel 
yard to other feoffees.

3. One, dated 1614, by which Peter Marsh con 
veyed to the chapel feoffees two closes of land iu 
consideration of the sum of £60, most of which had 
come as a legacy from " Thos. Walley alias Bil- 
linge." The income of this land was to be an 
endowment for " a Minister or Reader," who should 
be yearly admitted by the feoffees. ["Reader" 
Bolton had charge of the parish at this time.]

5. One, elated 1665, by which Mr. Humphrey 
Cowley, the surviving feoffee, appointed other feof 
fees, one of whom was " Peter Mather (if he was 
then and should continue a Member of the Church 
of England)," and another, " W m Blackburne 
of Blackley Hurst within Billinge aforesaid, 
Gent."

6. And finally one, dated 1754, by which John 
Blackbourne, only son and heir of this William 
Blackburne, not only appointed six fresh trustees, 
but also provided for the continuance of the 
trust in the future by co-option to the number 
of seven.

With regard to these deeds, the Brief inquires 
whether it will not be proper to observe the variance 
of the uses in every deed, and how they have been 
strained and calculated in order to favour the plain 
tiffs ? But the plaintiffs urged that they, or rather 
that Mr. John Blackburne, had been deprived of 
the patronage by Dr. Roger Bridgeman, Rector of 
Wigan, on the death of Mr. Walley in 1749. In 
one of the other papers in the parish chest, a state 
ment by Fogg, Proctor, it is said that this Hum 
phrey Walley, "being a man very agreeable to the 
Trustees, and having an extraordinary Influence over 
them," was allowed to enter into possession of the 
trust estates, which he held to the time of his death.
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Not only so, but he " some years before his death 
(by what means is not known) got into his Posses 
sion the several Deeds and writings . . . with the 
Privity of Mr. John Blackburn." These were lost 
at the time of his death, but were found and returned 
by his executors five years afterwards (1754). Mr. 
John Blackburn, the surviving trustee, was thus 
reduced to a helpless position. Then " Doctor 
Bridgman, the then Rector of Wigan, taking ad 
vantage of the said John Blackburn and the want 
of the several Deeds before mentioned, surrepti 
tiously and by false suggestions nominated the 
Reverend Edward Parr Clerk as his Curate or 
pretended Curate to the said Chapel of Billinge, 
and prevailed with the late Bishop of the Diocese 
of Chester to grant him a License to officiate in the 
said Chapel. It being then out of the Power of 
the said John Blackburn the surviving Trustee to 
produce the said Deeds or set forth the Right and 
Interest of the Trustees . . . and this was and is 
true publick and notorious in and throughout the 
Parish of Wigan Chapelry of Billinge and other 
places adjacent."

One tale is good till another is told, and as one 
reads this tale one can but sigh. The case for 
the plaintiffs was forcibly put by the Attorney- 
General ; the deeds were put in ; witnesses were 
called Joseph Colsheadand Elizabeth Woodworth, 
both aged eighty, and William Derbyshire, aged 
seventy-seven to prove past appointments and 
payments by the trustees (e.g. " Sedgwick Curate, 
60 years ago paid io/ Sunday, by Blackburn 
Trustee as he has heard say"), and independence 
of Wigan. But, in spite of all this, the rector won 
his case. He pleaded that Billinge was a chapel 
of ease, exactly on the same footing with Hindley 
and Up-Holland, and never a donative. He 
proved that the Billinge chapelwardens had always
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appeared and been sworn at the bishop's visita 
tion, and that copies of registers had been sent 
to Chester ; that the curates had been licensed by 
the bishop; that in 1717 Mr. Walley admitted to 
Queen Anne's Bounty Commission that £6 was 
paid yearly to him by the rector; that this was 
attested upon oath, and that the certificate sets 
forth that the nomination of the Curate of Billinge 
was then in the Rector of Wigan. He also proved 
the dependance of the chapel upon the mother 
church, by showing that the Curate of Billinge 
had time immemorially attended at Wigan Church 
every Good Friday, and assisted the rector and 
curate there in the duty or service of that clay, 
and in the administration of the Sacrament ; by 
showing also the provision of the Sacramental 
Bread and Wine by the Wigan churchwardens, 
the provision by them of surplices, " Cupps for 
the Communicants," and Common Prayer Books, 
and the repairing of the pulpit; and, finally, he 
showed that when the chapel had been rebuilt in 
1718, the Rector of Wigan, together with the 
Curate of Billinge and Mr. Bankes of Winstanley, 
by the direction of the bishop, allotted the seats 
to the inhabitants.

And so the rector won his case, and his tale 
is seen to be the best.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
during the long ministry of Richard Carr (1776  
1813), a new hymn book was introduced at Billinge, 
of which a copy is preserved in the Wigan 
Reference Library. No compiler's name is given, 
but on the title-page is the date 1809, and the 
motto " Christ is all and in all," and this, together 
with the choice of hymns, would lead one to 
suppose that the force of the great Evangelical 
Revival had reached Billinge. The book con 
tained 100 psalms and hymns, and was probably a
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great improvement on the metrical psalms, which 
may have preceded it, though it would seem 
meagre enough to us now.

A few years after this hymn book was intro 
duced the galleries came. There was a small 
western gallery from the first, for the seats in it 
were allotted in 1718. The singers sat in it, for 
only five of the eight seats were allotted. The 
other three would be for the singers. But in 
1823 the population had increased, and had become, 
it may be, more religious under the ministrations 
of the Rev. S. Hall, 1 and increased accommodation 
was required. It was obtained by the erection of, 
first, the north gallery in 1823, and then the south 
gallery in the following year, and the church 
became very much what it was before the recent 
restoration was begun. In those days it was con 
sidered a very handsome interior, and ten years 
after its completion we find the author of a little 
book called Billinge Hill Scenery saying that " it 
is the general impression of every stranger that 
by the possession of an organ its internal beauty 
would be fully completed." In due course the 
organ came, and now it has gone, and the north 
and south galleries also. Those galleries were in 
themselves hideous, insanitary, dangerous, and 
undevotional. They entirely destroyed, for the 
ordinary spectator, the beauty of the building. 
And yet we may be thankful that they were put 
in. They were probably a sign of church life. 
But, apart from this, we may have to thank the 
galleries for the preservation of the church. Had 
they not been put in, the church itself would

1 His ministry is said to have been very acceptable to the people, 
but he seems to have disagreed with some action of the Bishops. 
He therefore resigned Billinge in 1833, and for about three years he 
ministered amongst the Wesleyans. He afterwards returned to the 
Communion of the Church, and did occasional work, though he was 
never again bencficed.
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probably have been pulled down and rebuilt, or 
some addition have been made to it after the 
style of Lowton, added to in 1813. As it was, 
the galleries enabled the need to be tided over, 
and James Scaesbrike's church to stand uninjured, 
until, in the fulness of the time, the present careful 
and conservative additions could be made to it.

The Billinge people have been fortunate in 
securing the services of one of the greatest living 
English architects, Mr. T. G. Jackson, R.A., and 
he has given them a church which, upon the 
whole, James Scaesbrike would have rejoiced to 
see. The apse has been moved eastward, and 
transepts added. But the old Billinge Chappell, 
so dear to the hearts of the people, is there still. 
Scarcely a stone of it has vanished; all its 
delightful oak work is preserved on the walls. 
Indeed its beauties are now far more apparent 
than they were before. And to the old the new 
has been added, and when Time has done his 
mellowing, artistic work upon it; when it has 
been just touched by the finger of decay, which 
adds so great a charm, men will better see how 
well the architect has caught the modest spirit of 
the old building with which he had to deal. The 
new work of the interior is singularly dignified 
for its size, and the general effect on the day 
of Consecration, when the choir and clergy filled 
the chancel and apse, and the bishop's pastoral 
staff shone like fire in the brilliant sunlight, will 
never be forgotten by those who witnessed it. 
So at Billinge we now have the ancient and 
the modern, each telling its own tale, but in excel 
lent harmony, and both to stand, as we trust, for 
many a long year to bear their silent witness to 
God upon this hill top, and to shelter and inspire 
successive generations of His worshippers. As in 
the sixteenth century, and again in the eighteenth,
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so also in the twentieth, whilst outside neighbours 
have been helpful, the principal cost of the work 
has been borne by the Billinge people. No less 
than 400 of the parishioners have contributed their 
willing offerings. ^4470 has been spent, of which 
at the time of the Consecration (March 28, 1908) 
about ^400 had yet to be raised. By Easter, 
1909, this sum was obtained and the debt ex 
tinguished. A few months later a very handsome 
lectern Bible (R.V.) was given by Mrs. Ba'nkes 
of Winstanley. A brass lectern was also given 
by Mrs. and Miss St. George in memory of the 
late Canon St. George. It is a copy of the 
lectern given by T. Cracroft in 1686 to York 
Minster, to replace the earlier lectern melted down 
by the Puritans. It is strikingly fine.

REGISTERS. 1

i. The oldest Register is a paper book bound 
in limp parchment. This contains entries in dif 
ferent parts of the book, but occasionally also on the 
same page, of births, burials, and marriages. The 
date of the earliest entry is 1696, and of the latest 
1727. Five entries of marriages, 1722-27, and 
twenty of burials, 1725-27, are at the other end of 
the book, though some way in. Preceding these 
are the minutes of fifty meetings of inhabitants 
held for the purpose of laying " Leas for y e use 
& repairs of the Chappell," from 1708 to 1761. 
The "leys" varied from 2, 4, 3, 6, 8, to 16 (1750), 
60 (1758-9), and "Seventy fifteenths" (1761). 
In 1757 the levy was "a ley of 4d in ye pound." 
It is noteworthy that in the years 1718 and 1719,

1 A perusal of the printed (L. P. R. Sac., 1905) Registers of Up- 
Holland (1600-1735) shows that many of the inhabitants of "Billinge" 
were baptized, married, and buried at Up-Holland. But until 1882 
the whole of the Township of Billinge Higher End belonged to Up- 
Holland, as half of it does still.
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when the chapel was in rebuilding, only four leys 
were laid, and the same phrase was used, "for 
ye use & repairs of yc sd Chappell." So that, appa 
rently, nothing extra was contributed in this way 
towards the expense of rebuilding, and no mention 
was made of it. In 1761 the " Seventy fifteenths " 
was " for the Necessary repairs of the Chapel for 
the ensuing year; and Likewise to Reimburse the 
late Chapel Warden Moneys Expended in Building 
the New Cupelow on this Chapel and the other 
Repairs that have been done to the said Chapel 
and not yet paid." The years 1758, '59, and '61 
seem to have been unusually expensive ones. The 
notice of the "New Cupelow" is interesting.

2. The next Register Book is of parchment, 
bound in parchment boards. On its earliest pages 
is the account of the allotment of the seats, to which 
reference has already been made. It then contains, 
in various parts of it, entries of baptisms, weddings, 
and burials. The baptisms are from (July 9th) 
1727 to (May 27th) 1760. During Mr. Humphrey 
Walley's tenure (1708-49) the occupations of the 
father are generally given   farmer, labourer, 
webster, linnen weaver, collier, "linnen salesman, 
chandler, or yeoman," " naylor," hingemaker, joint- 
maker, slater, husbandman, delfman, whitesmith, 
shopkeeper, blacksmith, " linnen tradesman," miller, 
shoemaker, malster, maltman, &c. &c., all which 
are interesting, as giving us some idea of the sort 
of people who lived at Billinge during the early 
part of the eighteenth century. Mr. Edward Parr 
(1749-63) no longer entered the occupations of the 
parents.

There were at this time but few illegitimate 
births ("a bastard," "her reputed Father").

Following the baptisms came the marriages. 
From 1727 to 1746 are entries in due order by 
Humphrey Walley, Curate. Then follow twelve
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entries by Edward Parr, Curate, the first of which 
is dated 1751 and the last 1761, but the order is 
quite irregular, a marriage, e.g. of 1751, and another 
of 1761 being on the same page, followed on the 
next page by one of 1759. These entries were, with 
the exception of one in 17 51 , J signed by curate, bride 
groom and bride, and two witnesses, generally both 
male. Of the four female witnesses, only two could 
write, and one of these spelt her name " Ellin." One 
of the brides was named " Dulcibella." The ages 
are not given beyond this, "being both of age." 
In one case, instead of this, we have the words " with 
the consent of their Parents."

Most of these marriages were by license, granted 
by at least eight surrogates, thus : 

Parties Living in 
VVigan and Wigan . 
Walton and Huyton 
Liverpool and Childwall 
Ormskirk and Ormskirk 
Ormskirk and Eccleston 
Croston and Standish 
Warrington and Warrington 
Wigan and Huyton 
Prescott and Prescott

Surrogate.
R. of Wigan.

do. 
R. of Aughton.

do.
V. of Ormskirk. 
V. of Chorley. 
Manchester. 
R. of Standish. 
V. of Huyton.

[In 1802 over 100 banns of 
published at Billinge. Of these 75 per cent, were 
married, and all paid the fees. They were nearly 
all called "of this Parish" (i.e. Wigan). In 1803 
there were about fifty. After that there was no 
wedding till 1806 ("ofthis Chapelry" i.e. Billinge), 
and then very few in the following years.]

The remainder of this second Register Book is 
filled with entries of " Burialls" from Qth August 
1727 to 12th May 1759.

3. There is a well-kept book of churchwardens'

1 Lord Hardwicke's Marriage Act came into force on March 25, 
1754. It ordered the entries in the Register to follow a prescribed 
form, and to be signed by the contracting parties.
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accounts from 24th August 1770 ("payd for this 
Book, 3s. 3d.") to Easter 1857. At the end of the 
book is the following letter: 

" The Church Wardens of Wigans Comple*9 to William Bancks 
Esqr : they are sorrey they did not answer his Letter sooner; they 
thought the Message they sent by Mrs Moor might answer the 
end: they have purchased the Linnin for the Communion Table 
and have sent it to Mrs Carr: and the Books for the Alter Shall 
be Bought according to his direction when Call'd upon.

" Wigan, Aug'. 2, 1794.

" f.S. If he wourt wish Money paid him for the purchase of 
the Books that shall be done."

Just before this letter is the record of a Vestry 
meeting held in 1796, at which it was agreed to 
pay the clerk ^4, 153. per annum. He was paid 
£i, 53. in 1771 for salary and washing surplices, 
and £i, 8s. id. in 1773, £2, os. 4d. in 1774. But 
on the preceding page are the minutes of a later 
Vestry in 1814, when 

"It was resolved that the Clerks Salary be 8:15:0. That in 
consideration of this salary he perform the duties of a Clerk in the 
Chapel, make the fire, ring the bells [sic] for Divine worship, and 
[-/V..Z?.] at 8 o'clock on every Sunday morning, wash the surplices, 
and clean the Communion Plate, and clean the chapel, take care 
of the Communion Carpet and of the Pews."

This Churchwardens' Book was used for Minutes 
of Vestry meetings as well as for accounts, but the 
latter are much the more interesting. Here are a 
few of the entries : 

£ s- d.
1771. Paid to Delfman and several others Fixing

the Step Stone it Requiring great strength 015
1772. For Wheeling and Clearing of all the Rub-

bage after Flagging was done . . .010 
Paid for Sacrament Bread for two years . o i 10

1773. For fetching Wine from Wigan . . .008 
X 774- For 6 Bosses to kneel upon . . . .060
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Paid John Taylor for Ale j 1 that was had for
Ringing on Holidays, and for Workpeople, £ s. d. 
as by bill . . . . . .0122

1775. Pa'd f°r Sacrament Bread . . . .010 
To fetching Wine five times from Wigan . 034

1776. PaiclTh"3 Barrow for 20 Empty Wine Bottles
that are Missing at 3d p. b. . . . 050 

To Peter Yates for Straw Matts at Comm" . 050
1777. Parkinson for Weather Cock . . .050 
1779. To three men for Cleaning Snow of Chapel,

and cleaning Walks . . . . .920
[Frequent similar entries.]

1781. To Expenses at a Rejoicing . . . .010 
1783. To going to the Top of the Chapel to look at 

Cupola, fetching Ladders, and bringing 
home . . . . . . .010

1786. To Boards, Nails, and Work at Chapel Win 
dows when Blowed out . . . .026

1787. [The Chapel was whitewashed at a total cost, 
with some plastering, of £4, 25. 7d., includ 
ing "allowance in Ale, 1 a Pint a day each 
man, 5" o(1 ." and " Betty Cadmon and 
others cleaning Chapel twice, 2* od ." 
N.B.  Men's Wages, 23. and is. iod., 
Apprentices', is. 4d. per day.]

1788. To 9 Baskets of Coals and carting . .030
[So others.] 

To 3 Journeys to John Rigbys to Receive
Cash for Oat Bread. . . . .020 

[So others.]
1800. A new Matt for the Communion . . . 1126
1801. (Oct.) Paid for Ringing and Ale 1 on Account

of Peace . . . . . . .0126
[N.B. One Bell.]

1 Cf. Kerry's History of St. Lawrence, Reading: 
P. 56. " 1505. It. payed to the Clerks for syngyng of the Passion 

in Palme Sonday in Ale, i'1 ."
P. 57. " 1534. It. pay'1 for a quarte of bastcrd\a. wine] for the passion 

apon Palme Sonday, iij'1."
P. 61. " 1524-5. It. for brede drynk for the organ maker whylls 

he entewnyd the org., iiij d."
P. 92. "1513-4. It. pay'1 for a galon of ale for the Ryngers at 

the deth of the Kyng of Scotts [at Flodden], ij' 1."
These were all pre-Reformation instances. We will add one of 

later date, the moral of which is obvious : 
" 1612. Pay'1 more to the petti Sextone for Ringing a Crownation 

day and to gallons and a halfe a beare out of my one seller, and had 
maney vill and slandrows words from this Receaver, xs."



Some Notes on Billinge 37

£ *  d.
1802. Postage of a letter and Ink . . . .013 
1812. Paid James Anderton for Clarking . .100

[This in addition to Clerk's Salary in 
various items, ^7, 25. iod.] 

1815. Paid for Assistance of fixing Scafforts, and
also for proping thu Galary . . .036

1817. Expenses of Proping Galary and taking Down
at Charity Sermon . . . . .086

[A similar entry in each of the three next 
years.]

1818. Paid for Lowance J when the new Pulpit was
in fixing up . . . . .0114

[This seems to have been thirsty work. 
The pulpit, reading desk, clerk's desk, 
and some pews cost ,£56.]

1819. Given to the Singers at the opening of the
new School . . . . . .066

1821. Given to Singers [yV./?.] Sun. Sc. Anniversary o 10 6
1822. Allowance 1 on Reps Chapel and yard ex 

pecting Bishop . . . . .019
1824. [Pew Money received that is, the money paid 

for Pews in the new Gallery amounted 
"inc1 King's Duty," to ^204, IDS. nid. 
The Winstanley Rate produced ^{,30, 
145. gd., and the Billinge Chapel Rate, 
^38, 133. 7d. The amount spent is given 
on the other side. -£i was paid to the 
architect, Mr. Warburton, for the plan, 
and .£15, 33. for Faculty.]

1825. P1' for the Large Room and Liquor 1 at the
Confirmation of Boys and Girls . .082 

Do. Journey to do. . .040 
1827. Pa for repairing Pews in y t: Chapel on the

Bishop's Visit and Boards . . .056
1830. Pd for a cork screw . . . . .0110

For an Iron Chest . . . . . 14 14 o
1833. Pd for Candle Snuffers . . . . . o i 10

On several occasions money was paid for ringing, 
&c., on November 5th. Apparently, May 2gth was 
a great day at Billinge. Year after year, from 1770 
to 1814, expenses are entered : 

1 Cf. note, p. 36.
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1770. Bowning 1 and Adorning the Chapel on £ s . d.
29th May . . . . . .016

1771. May 29, Customary adorning Chapel and
expenses . . . . . .016

1779. To Ringing and Expenses on 29th May . 026
1794. May 29, for Ringing and Liquor 2 . .026
1814. May 29, Decorating the Chapel . . .030

The Billinge people seem to have been a loyal 
set, as the following entries show : 

1770-71. For a Form of Prayer for the Queen's £ s. d. 
Delivery . . . . . .008

1771-72. Paid for a Paper for Correcting in the 
Prayer Book the Prayer for the Royal 
Family . . . . . .008

1816-17. Pd for Fixing the King's [George III.] 
Coat of Arms up as a Gift from Mey- 
rick Bankes, Esq1'., of Winstanley . o 10 6

1817-18. Pd Mr Richd Marsden for Morning Cloath S 9 6 
Pd Jn° Marsden for do. and putting the 

Chapel in Black for Princess Charlotte's 
death [d. Nov. 6, 1817] . . . 315° 

Jorney and Expense to Up Holland and 
Wigan to (?) the Pulpit and Reading 
Desk on Account of the Chapel Being 
in Black . . . . . .026

Do. to Purchase Black Cloath, &c. &c. . 026 
1819-20. Paid Richd Marsden's Bill for Black Cloath 

on Account of the Death of the King 
[George III., d. Jan. 29, 1820] . 14 6 9 

1826-27. Paid for Crape on D. of York's Death
[d. Jan. 5, 1827] and fixing up . . 0193

1 Bowning, i.c. preparing. An obsolete or archaic word (vari 
ously written), derived from the Norwegian biien, pa. pple. of bi'ia, 
to get ready. The verb was derived from the ppl. a', which is found 
in Chaucer (1386), Franklin's T., 775: "She was bown [i.e. pre 
pared] to goon the vvey forth right." Harding (5470), Chron., viii. I : 
" He to paye was so readye and bowne, For his Vitayle." Ross 
(1768), Helenore, 93: "The Squire ... to find her, shortly makes 
him bown." Sir Walter Scott revived the literary use of the word ; 
cf. Lady of the Lake, IV. iii. ; cf. Dr. Murray's New English 
Dictionary. It is interesting to find this old,word in use at Billinge 
in 1770.

* Cf. note, p. 36.
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1830-31. Paid for Crape for Mourning on the Death
of the King, &c. [George IV., d. June £ s. d. 
26, 1830] . . . . . . 2 14 10

For taking down Mourning and Cleaning . 026
1837-38. Pd for putting Chapel in Mourning for

William 4th \d. June 20, 1837] . .060

The "singers" deserve a short concluding 
notice. They are not mentioned before 1774, 
when they received 43. iod., nor after 1833, 
when they were paid ^3 "by order of Mr. 
Bromilow," the then Incumbent. Between these 
two dates they are mentioned in most of the 
accounts. They sat in the " old Gallary," which 
was repaired and fitted with "a Book frame for 
singers" in 1784; a "new form" was provided for 
them in 1788, which cost 33. 6d. In 1832 their seats 
were furnished with " Curtains and Rods." Their 
fortunes ebbed and flowed. Some years they re 
ceived but a very few shillings. In 1794-5 the whole 
expense of the choir came to £i, 93., and in 1798- 
1800 (two years) to £2, i6s., in addition to which 
no less than ^3, 8s. 6d. was paid "to John Hurst 
for teaching" them. They were visited several 
times by " Wigan singers," and once by " New- 
borough singers" to whom 75. was paid. The 
Wigan and Billinge singers together got only 53. 
In 1800-1 43. was spent on "Ale for Singers." 1 
They were regularly provided with candles. They 
had "ruled paper" given them in 1825, and their 
music was repaired at a cost of i6s. The "green 
base for the musicians," which cost 73. in 1828, was 
probably for bags for the instruments. These first 
appear upon the scene in 1786, thus: "To Mr 
Cowley for Green Baze for Bazoon Bag 2/4, 
and to Taylor making Do. 4d." Henceforward 
the charge for "Reeds" constantly appears. The 
" Bazoon " was apparently the only instrument till

1 Cf. note, p. 36.



4P Some Notes on Billinge

1804 (December), when there occurs the entry, "a 
sett of Strings for Base Viol, 4s. 8d." and these are 
afterwards frequently mentioned. A new bow was 
purchased for it in 1809. In (October) 1805 we read 
of "a Hotboy for Edward Movers £>\." This was 
mended in 1808, and again in the following year. 
But they did not learn to spell it correctly until 
1823, when we read of " 2 Hautboys and i Bassoon 
Reeds, and for singers 4s. iod." In 1812-13, 6s. 
was paid for violoncello strings, but this may be 
only our old friend the " Base Viol," or, to put 
it the other way, he may have been only a violon 
cello, and not a double bass. Not before 1826 do 
we meet with the violin, and again only in 1828, 
in which year we get the only mention of the flute, 
thus " By Jas. Cowland repairing G Flute & 
Hoop 3s . 4d ." " Base Viol " strings and reeds were 
purchased in 1833, and then the orchestra seems to 
have come to an end, after doing duty for nearly 
fifty years. At any rate we find no further mention 
of either singers or instruments till 1844, when 
j£i,- 153. was paid for tuning " the Organ," and £i 
for blowing it. Two years later Charles Williams 
received £10, one and a quarter year's salary for 
playing it. Those who wish to know more con 
cerning the " passing" of a village church band 
may read Thomas Hardy's Under the Greenwood 
Tree (Collins' Clear Type Edition, 7d.). Probably 
much that is written there of the west-country 
village would be equally true of our northern one.


