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THE subject of the close connection, ecclesi 
astical and civil, between the English and 

French possessions under Norman and Angevin rule, 
is an exceedingly interesting study. During the 
period of almost exactly three hundred and fifty years, 
from 1066 to the dissolution of alien priories in 1414 
under Henry VI., large grants of English church 
lands and manors were made by our Norman rulers 
and their great nobles to the abbeys and priories of 
the religious orders in France, and conversely, to 
some lesser extent, grants of Norman lands to 
churches and abbeys in England.

In Normandy these grants appear to have been 
fairly stable possessions, allowing for certain con 
fiscations and re-grants in time of war ; and the 
fuller history of the fluctuations of possession of 
property, both of Church and State, under the 
Angevin kings, mainly in Poitou, Burgundy, and 
Aquitaine, is too intricate and wide a subject to 
touch on here, nor, except incidentally by cross- 
reference in charters, episcopal visitations, &c., is 
it easy to trace the detail of interdependence.

I am told by a good authority that no work has 
yet been written on this side of the history of 
England and France.

I had the honour four years ago of reading a 
paper at one of the meetings of your Society on
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"The History of the Church and Parish of Hey- 
sham, near Lancaster."

Up to that time I had never been able to visit 
the little city and cathedral of S^ez, with the 
Abbey of St. Martin in Lower Normandy, to which 
Lancaster and Heysham both belonged for the three 
and a half centuries following the Norman Conquest.

In May 1904 I spent some days at Seez and 
Alen9on studying the cathedral and libraries, be 
ginning a valued friendship with two members of 
the cathedral chapter, the dean, and canon archi- 
viste, the Abbes Guesdon and Blin, both deeply 
versed and interested in the history of the See 
and neighbouring abbeys, and with the scholarly 
courtesy of the old school of learned Gallican clergy, 
ready to welcome and help in every way an English 
woman whose local associations gave her a strong 
interest in the place.

I should like to say how grateful I am for their 
kindness in showing me all that was possible, 
making extracts for me from charters and records ; 
and also for the assistance given by the librarians, 
both municipal and departmental, at the libraries 
in Alengon ; Mons. Louis Duval, archiviste to the 
department of the Orne, and the librarian to the 
municipal library and MSS. collections, whose name 
I have mislaid and cannot remember.

I will refer to these later.
The little cathedral city of S^ez is less well known 

than most of the northerly Norman towns, and I 
venture to sketch its history before and during the 
years of its links with England through the Abbey 
of St. Martin.

Sees, spelt with a final 5 instead of z by the 
modern civil authorities in post and railway guides, 
 though all ecclesiastical and historical minded folk 
stick to the old spelling is the Norman Sagium, 
mentioned by Julius Caesar, with some praise of the
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peace-loving character of its inhabitants, and as a 
place of some importance, minting its own money, 
in his day. It is one of the oldest towns in the 
department of the Orne, though the population is 
only 4000, against 18,000 in Alencon, the chief 
town of the department, about twenty minutes 
distant by rail.

The river Orne, from which the department takes 
its name, runs through the town and close to the 
cathedral. The situation is fairly flat, south of the 
line of hills which cut the old province across from 
east to west, and the great orchards, gardens, trees, 
and well-kept farms surrounding the place have 
a very English look, green, and cultivated, whilst 
the fair, apple-cheeked, comfortable country people 
show the common origin of Normans and English, 
which I was told, and found, they were proud to
recognise.

The town has suffered conquest, fire, and destruc 
tion at several epochs by the Romans, Northmen, 
English, and twice by the Huguenot forces under 
Admiral Coligny leaving sad traces on the cathe 
dral. The first mention of thi-s last is in 986, when 
it was burnt by the Normans; rebuilt twice in the 
eleventh century, and dedicated in 1126 by Bishop 
Jean de Neuville to the Saints Gervais and Protais, 
Henry I. of England being present.

It has been noted as a curious characteristic of 
the Northmen that, once settled down in their 
southern conquests and converted to Christianity, 
they became as zealous church and castle builders 
as they were formerly their ardent destroyers, and 
Seez is an example of the two phases. The links 
between Norman and English kings, nobles and 
ecclesiastics, are many. La Motte, the old Moot 
Hill and site of the castle of the Norman counts, 
is still shown, though the small church of St. Pierre, 
formerly its ancient chapel, is the only trace left of
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the castle precincts. At the time of the Conquest 
the Count of Seez had married the sister of William 
of Normandy, whose nephew Osmond was present 
at the battle of Hastings. A fine and noble char 
acter, learned, religious-minded, full of wisdom and 
statesmanship, he is well known to English annals 
as Chancellor.

The arrangement of Domesday Book is said to 
be owing to his superintendence. We learn that 
his great desire from boyhood had been to take 
holy orders, a desire strengthened after his experi 
ence of battle and conquest into a resolution to 
devote himself to more than the very noble side of 
secular life which was his by inheritance and calling 
hitherto. He was ordained, and later, on the death 
of Herman, Bishop of Wilton and Sherborne, was 
made bishop of the diocese afterwards known as 
Salisbury, and he will be always remembered as 
one of the most saintly and learned occupants of 
the See, building the cathedral on its former site 
at Old Sarum, the foundations only having been 
laid by his predecessor Herman, under whom the 
alteration of the name-town had been decided on. 
Osmond's tomb was removed from Old Sarum to 
Salisbury on the completion of the present cathedral 
by Bishop Richard Poore. Osmond died in 1099. 
He is said to have reorganised his cathedral and 
the chapter of his diocese on the model of Seez, 
giving his canons a fine library. He was noted for 
his learning and culture, transcribing and illumin 
ating many MSS. himself. He is familiar to us 
as the compiler of the " Consuetudinarium, or 
Ordinal of Offices," the Use of Sarum, as well 
as a revised breviary in common use until the time 
of Elizabeth. A charter with his signature is in 
Wells Cathedral library. St. Osmond was canonised 
by Pope Calixtus III. in 1456, in the reign of 
Henry VI.
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Seez, said to be the smallest city in France, is a 
quaint little place, with narrow streets, gable-ended 
houses, and high-pitched roofs. The cathedral is 
its chief beauty, principally of thirteenth-century 
work, with twin spires, and a western porch of three 
bays, the central one of fine proportion and height, 
though sadly mutilated in detail and badly restored. 
A large part of the building is in poor condition, 
the small annual grant of the Government hardly 
allowing for repairs and to keep it weather-proof, 
without finishing the general scheme of restoration, 
The narrow, lofty nave of three aisles has twelve 
beautiful columns, transepts with rose windows, 
and a lovely choir of nine arcades, with a double 
clerestory, transparently decorative, to which Viollet- 
le-Duc calls attention. The apse proper has five 
chapels. The glass, mainly thirteenth century, 
has been well restored. The most curious and in 
teresting feature to eyes accustomed to English 
architecture, is the position of the high altar on its 
raised platform under the crossing. Some remains 
of a Norman chapel are to be seen in the south 
transept.

The site in Seez more connected with our subject 
is that where the Benedictine Abbey of St. Martin 
formerly stood, now the Grand Seminaire of the 
diocese, a good thirteenth-century building in fine 
proportion. A tablet near the entrance to the 
chapel records a visit of St. Louis to the monastery 
in 1256. It has large surrounding grounds and 
gardens, laid out in the formal style of its date, 
with long ponds, and eight famous alleys of limes 
radiating from a round of trees, named L'Eternite.

I was unable to see the building and its library 
inside, the students being in residence, and a Retreat 
before the Whitsuntide ordination going on, so that 
no one was permitted entrance.

One charming impression I carried away from its
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exterior, of the flaming beauty of a great briar bush, 
one of Lord Penzance's varieties, one mass of flower, 
orange outside, shell-pink within, trained all over 
the wall by the entrance door. The Abbey of St. 
Martin, one of fifteen founded at an early date by 
St. Evroult, or Evrault, of Normandy, was re- 
founded by Roger de Montgomery in the eleventh 
century, and gifted by him, after the Conquest, with 
large possessions in the north of England out of the 
great fiefs made over to him by William the Norman 
 as well as others in Shropshire, Sussex, and 
elsewhere. The abbey was finally burnt down in 
the troubled days of the Huguenot risings, and 
rebuilt, much later, for the purpose stated above.

The little church of St. Martin, outside the semi 
nary gates, with solid walls and beautiful doorway, 
reminded me strongly of the tiny Norman church, 
whose dedication is lost, at Overton, near Lancaster.

The bishop's palace is a fine house of its date, 
1776. Some of the valuable charters and manu 
scripts belonging to the diocese were preserved 
there at the time of my visit where they are now 
I do not know, nor to what use the old house will 
be put under the present critical conditions in 
France. To my great regret I was unable actually 
to see these manuscripts, as the bishop was away, 
and it was a strict rule that these, especially the 
great treasure, Le Livre Blanc, the original chartu- 
lary of the abbey, are never shown except in the 
presence of three persons, the bishop, the archi- 
viste, and another member of the chapter the last 
two were there, and much disappointed that I was 
unable to see the long-looked-for records, but the 
bishop being absent on a visitation tour, it was im 
possible to arrange.

Copies of the Liber Aldus are in the archives of. 
the department of the Orne and in the Bibliotheque 
Municipale, both in Alengon. I am not sure if the



Its English Lands and Charters 125

existence of this last is so well known, to judge from 
the notes in Mr. Horace Round's edition of the 
Kalendar of Dociiments in France, published in the 
Rolls Series, as the transcript he used, from the 
Archives Departmentales in the Prefecture de 1'Orne; 
where, referring to the work of D'Anisy, the French 
cartographer, he says : " D'Anisy, as usual, did not 
mention where was the cartulary from which (as 
Liber Albus] he transcribed, and the folios given 
by him do not agree with those of the Seez Cartu 
lary, as recorded in the margin of the transcript at 
Alen^on."

The town library is badly arranged and kept; the 
MSS., of which there are over three hundred from 
Norman abbeys, a great many belonging to Evrault, 
are hardly catalogued at all, and I could only look 
through a few, brought to me haphazard by the 
librarian, then recently appointed, who was beginning 
to index and arrange the collections in his charge. 
One of these, a seventeenth-century transcript of the 
Liber Albus in that library, may be the one from 
which Mons. Lechaude d'Anisy worked in his 
" Report on the Archives of Lower Normandy," to 
which Mr. Round refers.

I have with me copies made for me by the Abbe 
Blin, Canon and Keeper of the Cathedral Archives 
at Seez, from the White Book, of some of the most 
important bequests recorded in it; and I have 
another of special passages from the Rolls edition 
 gifts made to the abbey of lands in Arundel, 
Rogate, and elsewhere in Sussex, in Devonshire, 
in Lincolnshire ; and a complete return of the 
well-known grant of lands between the Ribble 
and Mersey, and northwards to the Westmorland 
border. Then the Pembroke grants of Roger de 
Montgomery's son, Arnulf, containing the curious 
clause that besides his castle of Pembroke, he would 
give sufficient land of his, lying (in England, sic /)

I
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to provide foot-gear   callceamenta   for all the 
brethren of St. Martin's Abbey. This Arnulf de 
Montgomery endowed a cell of St. Martin de Seez 
at Pembroke, endowing it with tithes from his 
English churches in the Honour of Holderness.

For further examination of the subject, I refer 
those interested to the above Kalendar of Documents 
in France, inter 918 to 1206, in the Rolls Series. 
To William of Malmesbury, also in the Rolls, and 
to a few notices in Ordericns Vitalis, Bohn's edition. 
For accounts of Seez itself, see Aristide Guilbert's 
Histoire des Villes de France, vol. v.

I have been unable to see or borrow Lechaude 
d'Anisy's Cartulaire de la Basse Normandie, with 
notes. I am told it is valuable.

The whole history of St. Osmond is exceedingly 
interesting, and well worth study as illustrating a 
remarkable epoch in English and French history. 
His Register is also published in the Rolls Series, 
and the history of his canonisation, published by 
Mr. Maiden, Chapter Clerk of Salisbury, is in the 
Transactions of the Wilts Record Society; these 
give practically all that is known. I have a long 
list of works attributed to St. Osmond, made for 
me by Mr. Nicholson, Bodley's librarian. I had 
hoped to have been able to trace some detail of the 
working management and intercourse on both sides 
the water, of the northern lands held by Seez and 
other abbeys in Normandy, but in the very scant 
time at my disposal, research, on any lines open to 
me, has been fruitless, to my regret.

Guilbert states, in 1070, the Benedictines of St. 
Martin's were in such dire straits for sustenance 
(Manguant de tout dans leur couvenf}, that they trans 
ferred themselves to England, where Roger de 
Montgomery gave them possessions, with a tenth 
of all the game in his province of "Schrop" as 
an allowance for their table. How this can have

1
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happened in only twenty years from the year of his 
refounding of the abbey I do not know, and I have 
found no corroboration of it elsewhere.

In the Hereford Episcopal Visitations and other 
papers there are frequent references to the lands 
belonging to Seez a small charter granting its 
dependencies of Lyre and Cormeille is in the 
Cathedral Library Diddlebury, in Shropshire, a 
house of Grandmontines, subject to Seez, had con 
veyed the right to nominate the parish priest to the 
Bishop of Hereford, "the labour of finding an 
Incumbent being too great for them at that dis 
tance." Grandmont, in the Limousin, held several 
minor houses in the two counties Abbeybury, 
Cresswell, Ewias, and Grosmont in Eskdale, Here 
fordshire. From the Diddlebury portion a part of the 
revenue of the College of Vicars' Choral, in Hereford, 
is derived, as well as, formerly, from the Abbeys 
of Cormeille and Lyre, in Lower Normandy, both 
held under Seez and the Vicars' names are still, 
de Lyra, de Cormeliis, and the Diddlebury Canon.

Bishop Thomas de Cantilupe spent eighteen 
months at the Abbey of Lyre, dating many injunc 
tions in his Episcopal Register from it. I quote 
an interesting passage in Canon Capes' Introduction 
to the Registers of St. Thomas de Cantilupe, recently 
published by the Cantilupe Society : 

" The Abbey of Lyre, in which he found a 
welcome, had special claims on his goodwill; its 
head was, ex officio, a canon of his own cathedral 
(by a charter of 1269), some advowsons having 
been transferred to the chapter. The Abbot of 
Cormeille enjoyed the same privilege. Its financial 
agent lived in Castle Street, in Hereford, from 
which centre he administered some of the Con 
ventual estates in England. A William de 
Chantelon, perhaps the bishop's grandfather, had 
renounced his title to a fief in favour of the abbey ;
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two valuable benefices, Shinfield (near Reading) 
and Lydney (in the Forest of Dean), had been 
transferred to it by his chapter.

" In the midst of a gently undulating country the 
little Risle wanders through a fertile valley, in which 
for two centuries already the monks of Lyre had 
made their home, thanks to the pious liberality of 
William Fitz-Osbern and Adelisia his wife. The 
shell of the abbot's lodging and part of the stables 
are still standing, in which the village cure and 
innkeeper are still, respectively, housed ; the fish 
ponds, too, are still to be seen, but, beyond the 
sculptures of the high altar, which were carried 
at the Revolution to the village church hard by, 
nothing else remains of the buildings of a prosperous 
community of forty to fifty monks . . . and so well 
endowed that the inventory of its charters is spread 
over four large folio volumes, now in the archives 
of Evreux."

I add a few later references, illustrating, as 
parallel examples, the conditions under which the 
Lancashire lands would be administered. " In 
structions sent to the Seneschal from Lyre for the 
distribution of twelve quarters of corn in the 
diocese." " A mandate of inquiry as to the ad- 
vowson of Much Marcle, for the Abbot of Lyre." 
" An instruction to the Rector of Greete to serve in 
the Consistory, when inquiry will be held as to the 
above, the official being regarded with suspicion as 
being in receipt of a pension from the Abbot and 
Convent of Lyre."

"An Institution to the Vicarage of Tenbury of 
Roger de Tenbury, presented by the Proctor of the 
Abbot and Convent of Lyre." Another to the 
Vicarage of Eardisland, presented by the Abbey of 
Lyre. These are all between 1275 and 1282. 
Probably when later registers are edited further 
detail will be accessible.
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I can only end these notes with an apology to the 
Society for their slight and imperfect character, in 
the hope that others better qualified, and with more 
time at their disposal, will follow up the subject with 
greater success.

Some notes were added, illustrated by lantern 
views of some of the sculptured stones in Heysham 
Churchyard, giving further detail of the carving on 
the Hog-backed stone, described in the former 
paper referred to above. The figures of men and 
animals on the two sides of the long curved stone 
are believed to be taken from scenes in the pseudo- 
gospel of Nicodemus, where, at the death of Adarn, 
Eve and Seth are said to have journeyed to Paradise, 
and are represented by two curious little figures 
surrounded by wild animals, or evil spirits in the 
guise of fierce beasts, trying to obstruct their way 
and turn them from their purpose. On the other 
face, the evil things are conquered by the triumphant 
white hart, an early symbol of our Lord in victory, 
and at the feet of the returning figures is an attendant 
dog, often noticed and commented on, and which 
has been observed in similar sculptures in many 
localities, East and West. The following passages 
have come to the knowledge of the writer since the 
first paper was written : 

NOTES ON SYMBOLISM, PRE-NORMAN SCULPTURE 

(Hog-backed Stone, Heysham)

"An attendant dog at death is a widespread 
superstition, both of East and West, and there 
is a popular belief through Ancient Armorica, 
that the dead betake themselves at the moment of 
departure to the Parish Priest of Braspar, whose 
dog escorts them to Great Britain.
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I can only end these notes with an apology to the 
Society for their slight and imperfect character, in 
the hope that others better qualified, and with more 
time at their disposal, will follow up the subject with 
greater success.

Some notes were added, illustrated by lantern 
views of some of the sculptured stones in Heysham 
Churchyard, giving further detail of the carving on 
the Hog-backed stone, described in the former 
paper referred to above. The figures of men and 
animals on the two sides of the long curved stone 
are believed to be taken from scenes in the pseudo- 
gospel of Nicodemus, where, at the death of Adarn, 
Eve and Seth are said to have journeyed to Paradise, 
and are represented by two curious little figures 
surrounded by wild animals, or evil spirits in the 
guise of fierce beasts, trying to obstruct their way 
and turn them from their purpose. On the other 
face, the evil things are conquered by the triumphant 
white hart, an early symbol of our Lord in victory, 
and at the feet of the returning figures is an attendant 
dog, often noticed and commented on, and which 
has been observed in similar sculptures in many 
localities, East and West. The following passages 
have come to the knowledge of the writer since the 
first paper was written : 

NOTES ON SYMBOLISM, PRE-NORMAN SCULPTURE 

(Hog-backed Stone, Heysham)

" An attendant dog at death is a widespread 
superstition, both of East and West, and there 
is a popular belief through Ancient Armorica, 
that the dead betake themselves at the moment of 
departure to the Parish Priest of Braspar, whose 
dog escorts them to Great Britain.

I
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^ " A fabulous dog, named Garna, in Scandinavian 
mythology, was believed to guard the entrance to 
the infernal regions.

" Attendant on death ceremonies in Asia is a 
waiting dog. Parsis place a dog in the dying 
chamber, to serve as an escort to heaven. The 
soul arrives at the bridge of Chinvar, where the 
bad spirits fight for its possession. The soul of a 
righteous person is defended by the other pure 
souls, and by the dogs that guard the bridge."  
Mrs. Murray Aynsley, Symbolism of the East and 
West, pp. 104-109.

In a new book on Persia, by an American author, 
Professor Jackson, Persia Past and Present, occurs 
the following curious passage, which leads one to 
think that the writer has perhaps not grasped the 
full meaning of the office of the dog. He refers to 
"the high and almost sacred honours formerly paid 
in Persia to the dog, an animal whose name is 
seldom uttered by modern Persians but to express 
loathing and contempt."

"The ceremony of the 'Sag-did,' or glance of a 
dog, is now performed for the first time. This 
ancient rite, which dates back to the period of the 
' Avesta,' consists in making a dog look at the dead 
body, since its gaze is believed to have a peculiar 
efficacy for driving away the ' Nasu,' or evil spirits. 
Various explanations have been suggested to account 
for the origin of this custom, from the mythological 
idea of the four-eyed dogs of Yama, in the ' Veda,' all 
the way down to the rationalistic theories that it is 
due to the instinct which the dog has for discerning 
whether any life remains in the body, or owes its 
origin to the time when the corpse was devoured 
by dogs as well as birds.

" No special dogs are employed in Yezd for 
performing the ' Sag-did'; the ordinary street dog
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is called in for the purpose. Morsels of bread are 
strewn around the body, or, according to older 
custom, laid on the bosom of the dead, and the 
dog eats these."

Can the familiar mediaeval custom of placing a 
sculptured dog, more often than any other animal, 
on a tomb at its master's feet, trace its possible 
origin to this early and widely spread belief ?

NOTES ON LEGENDS OF THE STORY OF THE CROSS

(From the Legenda Aurea, quoted by Didron in 
his Christian Iconography, page 397)

" After the death of Adam, Seth planted a shoot, 
or, as another version has it, a seed, from the Tree 
of Life in Paradise, which grew into the Tree of 
the Cross.

"In the Apocryphal 'Gospel of Nicodemus' it 
is related how the tree grew on Mount Lebanon, 
and Solomon, on hearing a prophecy that the 
Saviour of the world would be hanged on that tree, 
when the kingdom of the Jews should cease, com 
manded it to be cut down and buried in Jerusalem, 
where the Pool of Bethesda was dug, and the angel 
in charge of the mysterious tree troubled the water 
at certain seasons, when those who first dipped into 
it were cured of their diseases.

" At the time of the Passion of the Saviour the 
wood floated on the surface of the water, and was 
taken to form the upright beam of the Cross being 
of cedar wood; the cross-beam being made of 
cypress ; the piece on which the feet rested, palm; 
and the superscription written on olive."

Part of the above is from a note in Curzon's 
Monasteries of the Levant.


