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TRANSACTIONS

NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF HALL 
I' TH' WOOD AND ITS OWNERS

By William Fergusson Irvine

Read I2th February 1903

HALL in the Wood, or Hall i' th' Wood as it 
is usually called, stands in Tonge, a small 

township some eight hundred acres in extent, lying 
itnmediately north-east of the town of Bolton-le- 
Moors. As its name indicates, it is a narrow 
strip or tongue of land, running north and south, 
bounded on the east and west by two streams, the 
Tonge Brook and the Bradshaw Brook.

References are to be found to the township 
throughout the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, 
but when we enter the fifteenth, history is a blank. 
That century was a dark one for England, and 
its sombreness is shown in the paucity of the 
annals of Lancashire for the period. This hiatus in 
the history of the township does not end until we 
reach the beginning of the sixteenth century, when 
we find Hall i' th' Wood in the possession of a 
family of the name of Brownlow.

Of the origin of the Brownlows we know nothing. 
The place-name Brownlow is a common one in 
Lancashire, meaning the "brown hill," and it is 
probable that this family came from one of the

A



2 Notes on the History of Hall i th' Wood

several spots that bore this name in the neighbour 
hood of Bolton. If we like to be imaginative we 
may suppose that they had migrated into Bolton at 
an early date, had prospered in business during the 
fifteenth century, and ended by buying this property 
across the valley as a sort of country residence. 
Certain it is that when the veil is lifted at the 
beginning of the sixteenth century we find the 
Brownlows settled in Tonge in the house the 
history of which we are now considering.

If we take the picture on the opposite page, 1 
ignore the stone wing on the left, and replace the 
grey stone flags by thatch, we shall probably have a 
very fair representation of the original appearance 
of this interesting building.

The first house appears to have been T-shaped, 
the clown-stroke of the letter being occupied by the 
great hall, while in the cross-piece were the kitchen 
and buttery. In one of the beams at the north 
end of the great hall can still be seen traces of the 
position of the screens. The date of this portion 
of the house is traditionally given as 1483, and 
there is nothing inherently improbable in this, 
though no documentary evidence has yet been dis 
covered bearing on the point.

It may not be out of place here to remark on the 
very striking site selected by the original builders 
for the house. Standing on the edge of a steep 
declivity, at a point where the Tonge Brook swings 
round at a sharp angle, the situation is well chosen, 
both with regard to the picturesqueness of the 
surroundings and its value as a defensive position. 
Though we speak of this house as having been 
built at the close of the fifteenth century, it cannot

1 For the negative of this picture and of that opposite page 16, 
as well as for the loan of the block of Rothwell's painting of the Hail, 
and the block of the plan, I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. W. W. 
Midgley, F.R.Met.S., Curator of the Museums, Bolton.
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Notes on the History of Hall i' tK Wood 3

be that earlier owners of the Manor missed such a 
unique spot, and there can be no doubt that a 
dwelling has been on this site from remote ages.

The name of the builder of the house is not 
known, but we find from the will of Lawrence 
Brownlow, dated 3Oth May 1550, that at least as 
early as 1547 he was -both owning and occupying 
the Hall.

This will 1 is an interesting and characteristic 
document, and may give us some insight into the 

i mode of life of Bolton men of the more refined 
! classes three hundred and fifty years ago.

The document 2 begins with the usual religious 
formula: "In the Name of God Amen, I Lowrens 
Brounlawe off Tonge within the Countie of Lan 
caster gentilman," etc., "make this my last Wille," 
etc. He commends his soul to " Almyghtie God 
my Maker 'and Redemer besechynge our Ladie 
Saynt Marye to pray for me with all the Holye 
Companie of Heaven," and desires that his "bodie" 
be buried in " crysten buriall within the pariche 
Churche of Bolton nere unto my father." . . . 
Evidently we have here a man born in Bolton, with 
affection for the old forms of religion, two facts 
which are shown by this reference to his father's 
burial-place and by his appeal to " our Laclic Saynt 
Marie." One of the witnesses to the will, and from 
the text of the document evidently a trusted friend 
of the testator, was James Bolton, the aged vicar of 
the parish, who had held the living since 1513, a 
man probably thoroughly old-fashioned in his views 
and without any sympathy for the new reformed 
faith which was presently to lay so strong a hold on 
Bolton. He appoints his wife Margaret, his son 
James, and two friends his executors ; and then

1 Bishops Enrollment Book, vol. i. p. 117^ (MS. Bishop's Registiy, 
Chester). 

1 See Appendix, p. 24.
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provides that his eldest son, Roger Brownlow, " or 
he that shall fortune to be my heire," shall deal 
kindly with certain of his old tenants, notably " Sir 
James Bolton," the old vicar to whom reference has 
just been made. Then follows a curious list of 
bequests to his son and heir, beginning with "my 
best fetherbed, a boulster, a payre of shetes," etc., 
sundry " waynes, harrowes, plowes," and other 
" husbandrie geare," and including such miscella 
neous articles as "sixe sylver spones, one iron 
chemney standynge in the Hall, one awmrye in the 
Butterye, two greate arkes, one chyste, one brasen 
mortar with a pestell," etc. As to his land, he 
provides that his heir shall not sell nor suffer to be 
sold "any sapling trees within Tonge or elsewhere," 
and among other bequests to Roger, he leaves him 
" my burgeage howse in Boulton." To his wife so 
long as she remains his widow, he leaves the use of 
the house in Tonge "called Lawerwode," and pro 
vides that after his decease she may " get coles' 
within the sayd tenement so longe as she shall kepe 
hir unmarried," that is, " so manye as shall be 
sufficient for hir to burne in hir owne house." 
After this follows the clause which definitely con 
nects Lawrence Brownlow with the Hall, for he 
provides that his wife shall have " free libertie and 
recourse at all tymes convenient" so long as she 
remains unmarried  " to my mylne, kylne & 
cestorne " at "my House at ye Wode to steepe & 
drie her make," etc.

With an eye to the value of education, he leaves 
instructions that his younger sons be " kept to 
learninge at good scholes " until " they and everie 
of them can sufficientlie write and rede."

He mentions a "walke 2 mylne" leased to a

1 There are two copies of this will, and in the second this word is 
altered to " turves."

1 A mill for fulling cloth.
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William Crompton, and leaves it to his son Charles 
and " Margaret now his wife."

The list of goods belonging to the testator and 
attached to the will has a special interest, as it 
throws some light on the furnishing of the house 
at this period. There are the usual " fetherbedes, 
boulsters, mattresses, blanketts," etc., amounting in 
value to the not inconsiderable sum, for those days, 
of ^14. There were thirty-five pieces of pewter 
worth 233. 4d., five " candlestickes" at a shilling 
a-piece, and the customary collection of " brasse 
pannes, brasse pottes, fryinge pannes, chaffynge 
dishes, drippynge pannes, and tubbes." A motley 
array of " bedstockes, chestes, cupbordes, cheares, 
quystenes [cushions], trene-ware," fire irons, "beere 
barralls," and other household stuff, brings up the 
rear, the whole value amounting to £1 18, os. 8d.

There is' unfortunately no date of probate, so 
we cannot be certain when Lawrence Hrownlow 
died, but there are indications that he lived for 
several years after making his will, certainly until
'55S- 1

Some one has said that history mainly consists 
of the records of people being hanged or beheaded. 
If this is something of an exaggeration, it is cer 
tainly true that a great deal of the knowledge we 
have of our local history is due to the fact that 
people died, or, rather, that they made wills before 
they died. Without the Wills and Inventories at 
Chester, it is to be feared we should know very 
little about many of our old families and houses. 
The first stage in the history of the owners of the 
Hall has just been sketched out, mainly from the

1 The reason for making this statement is, that at the Bishop's 
Registry, Chester, among the Probate papers is a much faded 
Administration Bond of a Lawrence Brownlow of Tonge, granting 
probate to his widow Margaret and two others ; the date is obliterated, 
except that it is in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, i.e. 1558 or later. 
His widow had married again by 1559 ; see p. 9.
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will and inventory of Lawrence Brownlow, who 
died about 1558. He appears to have been suc 
ceeded by his son Roger, whom he named in his 
will. Of Roger we know less even than we do of 
his father, though we learn from St. George's Visi 
tation of Lancashire, made in 1613, that he married 
Joan, daughter of William Swansey of Chorley. 
Again, all we know we owe to the papers relating 
to his will, though unfortunately the will itself has 
been lost, and there only remains the Inventory of 
goods which was filed when probate was granted. 
In this Roger is described as of "Tonge gentil- 
man "; the valuation was made on the 2/th August 
1577 by " foure substancyall honeste men that ys 
to saye by Richard Woods, Francis Nuttall gentil- 
men, and Oly ver Pilkington and James Greenhaulgh 
yeomen." The total value amounted to ^"109, i8s., 
being thus only a few pounds less than the personal 
property which his father left twenty years before.

It is easy to build theories on small foundations, 
but we shall probably not be far wrong if we see 
in the first item in the list "one Byble of the 
largest volume, value xx shillings" an indication 
of the change that had come over not only the 
household at Tonge, but also the parish of Bolton 
itself. When Lawrence Brownlow made his will 
in 1550, it will be remembered he evidently was 
one of those who stood by the old way, and no 
doubt thought that if the old religion was good 
enough for his lifelong friend Vicar Bolton, it was 
good enough for him. But in the twenty-five years 
which intervened much had happened. The cause 
of the Reformation had made vast strides in Lanca 
shire, and the fact that George Marsh, from the 
neighbouring parish of Deane, had been burned at 
the stake for the Protestant faith, did not do any 
thing to retard the change.

At the Parish Church, in the place of "the old
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Notes on the History of Hall t tli Wood 7

Vicar," and as immediate successor to Thomas 
Pendlebury, who had been appointed during Queen 
Mary's reign, came Edward Cockerell, a militant 
Protestant, apparently a protege of Bishop Pil- 
kington of Durham. Whether this man was the 
cause of the change may well be doubted ; it is more 
probable that he was only a symptom of the change 
in view, which was spreading far and wide and had 
apparently reached and affected the dwellers in the 
Hall i' th' Wood.

From the Inventory we can see that there was 
no increase in the number of rooms in the house, 
the furniture and fittings being practically identical 
with those in Lawrence Brownlow's time, so we no 
doubt have still to imagine the house in its first 
state, before either of the west wings had been 
added. Roger* Brownlow seems to have carried 
on his farming operations in partnership with some 
one else, possibly a brother, as in the Inventory we 
have such curious-sounding entries as " the halfe 
of fyve fat kye," "the halfe of three key styrkes," 
and "the halfe of nyne calves"! Possibly the 
valuers thought it would look odd to enter " two 
and a half fat kye," or "four and a half calves"! 
Among the list of animals, the unusual item "one 
asse" worth 2os. occurs. For some reason not 
known to the writer, it is the rarest thing to find an 
example of this patient and much maligned animal 
occurring in sixteenth and seventeenth century 
inventories.

It will be remembered that Lawrence Brownlow 
possessed thirty-five "peeces of pewter," price 
235. 4d. It is interesting to find his son Roger 
accounting for an exactly similar number, though 
in this case they are described in detail. They 
consisted of " six dishes," " foure pottingers," " twoe 
drynkynge pottes," " three Spaynishe pewter 
pottes," "twoe other lytlc drynkynge pottes,"
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"ten platters," "four sawcers," "twoe pewter 
bottels," and "twoe custerd dishes of pewter," 
and their value amounted to 295. 4d. A rather 
lurid light is thrown on the subject of the habits 
of personal cleanliness, or rather uncleanliness, of 
our ancestors, by the fact that the washing appa 
ratus of the entire establishment is represented by 
"one ewer," valued at 8d. presumably the basin 
was broken! No doubt the yard pump supplied 
deficiencies in this respect, as it does sometimes 
even in our own day. The "one Iron chimney" 
which Roger had inherited from his father, and 
which was no doubt a chimney back or fire back, 
and which probably stood in the great Hall, appears 
in the Inventory, and is valued at 155.

We have no information as to Roger's family, 
but the details in the list seem to point to a fairly 
numerous one, apparently numbering six or eight. 
The only name, however, which has come down to 
us is that of Lawrence, his son and heir, who exhi 
bited the Inventory at Chester in 1577, and no doubt 
succeeded to the house and lands in that year.

Among Lancashire men in the middle ages 
the possession of real estate always seems to have 
afforded an opportunity for gratifying at least one 
instinct, the love of a quarrel. In the earlier middle 
ages the annals of the county are full of stories of 
fierce conflicts between rival landed proprietors, 
breakings into fields, barns, enclosures, violent out 
rages on the person, and other lawless doings. At 
a later date the stream of controversy had settled 
down between the stately banks of law and order, 
but within these limitations the course of the stream 
was as impetuous as ever. To read the accounts of 
the numberless and interminable lawsuits about pro 
perty to be found among the records of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, one might really imagine that most 
of the spare time and the whole of the spare cash
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of the Lancashire gentry was spent in litigation. 
The property of the Brownlows in Tonge was no 
exception to the rule, and in one court alone we 
find four lawsuits fought out over Hall i' th" Wood 
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

In the first 1 of these we learn that Lawrence 
Brownlow, who died about 1558, left a wife and 
a numerous family. The wife married a second 
time, a certain Alexander Warde, and, as it appears, 
the younger children were not satisfied with the 
distribution of the property, and brought an action 
against the executors of the will of their father, 
and indirectly against their brother Roger. A few 
years later Roger's son, Lawrence, who seems 
to have succeeded to the property in 1577, was 
the defendant in an action brought by a cousin 
of the same name. In this second suit" we learn 
some interesting details that would furnish material 
for a novel with local colouring an oak chest 
containing valuable title-deeds, a duplicate key, an 
unscrupulous executor, a broken panel in the chest, 
and missing documents, and in the background 
" foure poore smale infants, being daughters " !

From the pleadings in these lawsuits, preserved 
at the Public Record Office in London, we get a 
number of interesting sidelights on the character of 
the occupants of the Hall, but unfortunately not 
very much information as to the course of the de 
scent of the property. We have just seen it pass 
in 1577 to Lawrence Brownlow, the son of Roger, 
but whether he was the same Lawrence 3 who built 
the north-west wing in 1591, and left his initials, 
together with his wife's, in room No. 8 (in the plan), 
is not certain. It seems probable that this is so,

1 See Appendix, p. 30.
1 See Appendix, p 31.
3 In the will of Richard Wroe of Radcliffc, dated zoth April 1581, he 

refers to " Laurence Brownelowe my brother-in-law." Kainei? MSS., 
vol. xxvii. p. 334.
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but it is not so clear that he was the same as the 
Lawrence Brownlow of Tonge who made his will 
on the loth September 1622, and was buried at 
Bolton on the 6th May 1623. It is possible that 
the three Lawrences of whom we know the above 
three facts were all one and the same, but this yet 
requires definite proof.

Another point not yet cleared up is the identity 
of the wife, whose initial B. is coupled with her

MAUL 1 171 VvOQD
GROUT1D- P1AN

HALL I TH YKX)D- 
TteyrTEooR

husband's L. B.in room No. 8. It has been suggested 
that it represents Betsy, but this is hardly likely. 
Although Betsy was a name in common enough use 
in everyday life, in documents and on other formal 
occasions the more stately Elizabeth would appear, 
and certainly no more formal occasion can be 
imagined than the dedication of a new building. 
One rather looks for some name such as Barbara, 
Bridget, or Beatrice. It is true that Lawrence 
Brownlow's wife, named in his will in 1622, was 
Elizabeth, but she might well be his second wife,
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and, besides this, it is by no means certain that this 
will is that of the Lawrence Brownlow who built 
the north-west wing.

To turn then to the will. 1 We find " Lawrence 
Brownlow of Tonge husbandman " describing him 
self as " being in age but of good and perfecte 
understandinge." He leaves small legacies to four 
nieces, to his sisters Alice and Margaret, and thirty 
shillings to the poor of Tonge and Haulgh. To 
his wife he leaves, among other things, "all the 
whole state [estate] that I have concerninge the 
house and milne in Tonge," and concludes with a 
curious legacy, which requires elucidation, " Item. 
I give five shillings to be bestowed uppon pavinge 
uppon Tonge Moore for tlie peccinge of the eases 
togetter" What can be the meaning of the last 
phrase ? 2 He makes his wife executrix, and the date 
of prob ite is 2nd September 1623. His total per 
sonalty is valued at ,£109, /s. 4d., a sum curiously 
similar to that at which the personalty of Roger 
Brownlow was valued in 15/7.

One of the reasons for doubting whether this will 
refers to the owner of Hall i' th" Wood is that no 
mention is made of any heir to whom the real estate 
should descend. This may be due, however, either 
to the fact that the testator had already sold the 
freehold and we shall see shortly that it was a 
Lawrence Brownlow who did this or that the real 
estate had been disposed of under a deed of settle 
ment.

About this time, however, the property passed 
from the Brownlows to the family of Norris, for, 
as we shall see presently, Christopher Norris of 
Bolton in 1638 definitely speaks of the " messuages

1 See Appendix, p. 29.
* The only explanation that occurs to the writer is that the 

" eases " were the strips of pavement or large stepping-stones put in 
damp places for the pack mules, and that this legacy was to IM; em 
ployed in joining up these paved pieces.
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tenements buildings lands rents" etc. "inTonge" 
etc. " which I lately purchased and which were 
some time the inheritance or freehold of Lawrence 
Brownlow J late of Tonge gentleman deceased." 
But this is a fresh chapter in the history of the 
house, and will be dealt with in due course.

The family of Norris of Bolton, to whom the 
Hall passed from the Brownlows, seems to have 
been settled for some time in the town. Ormerod 2 
in his " House of Norris" states that the first to 
settle in Bolton was one Alexander Norris, a cadet 
of the family of Speke in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. He further states that from this man 
descended many distinguished families, including 
his own. That the Bolton Norrises were connected 
with the Norrises of Speke seems possible, if for 
no other reason than that they appear to have used 
the same arms with the permission of the Heralds ; 
but there are indications that they had been located 
in Bolton at a much earlier date than that mentioned 
by Ormerod, and possibly descended from the 
Norrises of Blackrod, who were seated in that 
township in the twelfth century.

Alexander Norris, who died in 1603, was a suc 
cessful clothier and woollen draper in Bolton. 
He had four sons   Robert, Ralph, John, and 
Christopher; all four sons married and founded 
families; while Robert and Christopher followed in 
their father's footsteps, and prospered exceedingly. 
Robert died in 1620, leaving several sons, among 
them one of his own name, who was a Master of 
Arts of Cambridge University, but died com 
paratively young. Christopher, however, seems to

1 There certainly was a Lawrence Brownlow who continued to live 
in the township, if not at the Hall, as we find from the Uolton Parish 
Register that under date i;th March l62S[9] a Lawrence Brownlow 
of Tonge was buried. Also in 1634, under date 28th June, "Mr. 
Lawrence Brownlow of Tonge" was buried "intra tccltsiam."

* Hist. .*»>< . Ijinc. ami Chfs/i,, vol. ii. p. 156.
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have been the most prosperous member of the 
family, and to have invested his money in real 
estate. As has just been said, the date is not 
known when Hall i' th' Wood actually passed from 
the Brownlows to Christopher Norris, but the 
probability seems to be that the transaction was 
concluded not long before the year 1637, as no 
reference is made to this property in the body of 
Christopher Morris' will, dated 2/th April 1636, but 
a subsequent memorandum is added under date 
6th February i63;[8] leaving it to his eldest son, 
the presumption being that the purchase was com 
pleted between these two dates.

In his will 1 Christopher Norris describes himself 
as "of Bolton-in-le-Mores, clother," and states that 
being " att this present in reasonable health," he 
makes his last will and testament, and desires to be 
buried " in the usual place in the Churchyard of 
Bolton where my auncestors have been buried." 
The mention of his "auncestors"' burial-place 
points to a longer connection of his family with the 
town than Dr. Ormerod would allow, otherwise it 
would be rather an unnecessarily grandiloquent 
reference to his father and mother to speak of them 
as his "auncestors." Besides this, if his father had 
been a son of Squire Norris of Speke we should 
have expected to find him buried in the church 
along with the privileged few, and not in the 
churchyard. After arranging for the payment of 
his debts, Christopher Norris makes special pro 
vision for the repayment to his son Alexander of 
the sum of ^2000, which he had apparently 
borrowed. It is a little puzzling to find the father 
under such a heavy obligation to his comparatively 
youthful son, a man of about thirty years of age. 
Possibly the money had been borrowed to pay for 
Hall i' th' Wood and other real estate. In the

1 See Appendix, p. 35.
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course of the will it appears that Christopher had 
entered into a bond with his son to repay him the 
^2000 within a certain time, under penalty of a 
further £2000 if he failed to keep his promise, an 
arrangement which strikes us as rather usurious in 
its character. He leaves all his real estate and half 
his personal property to his son Alexander, and the 
remaining half of his personal property equally 
between his four children   Alexander, Henry, 
Alice, and Christian an arrangement which seems 
to have struck the three younger children as so 
unfair, that a few months after their father's death 
we find them suing their brother Alexander before 
the Bishop of Chester's Court for undue influence. 
Unfortunately the papers in this case 1 are not com 
plete, so that we cannot learn the result. Out of 
Alexander's portion Christopher Norris directs him 
to pay " twentie shillinges starlinge " to Mr. Alex 
ander Horrockes, "preacher of God's Word," 
requesting him to deliver the funeral sermon. 
Alexander Horrockes, a Bolton man by birth, was 
at this time one of the most prominent Puritan 
clergymen in Lancashire, and curate of the neigh 
bouring parish of Dean. So prominent was he, 
that he had come to the notice of and been singled 
out for rebuke by Archbishop Laud himself. Chris 
topher Norris also left ^10 to the poor of Bolton, 
and concluded his will by appointing his eldest son 
sole executor and residuary legatee. The will was 
drawn up and witnessed by Thomas Lever, 2 who 
seems to have been the leading attorney in Bolton 
at this time, a man who, as we shall see presently, 
also drew up Alexander Norris' will thirty years 
later. As a rule, it will be found in dealing with 
wills drawn up in olden times that the testator post-

1 See Appendix, p. 36.
* He was of the family of Lever of Chamber Hall in Great Bolton, 

who were apparently a junior branch of the Levers of Little Lever.
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poned the necessary duty of making his will to the 
last moment. It is surprising how many wills one 
finds drawn up within a day or two of the testator's 
death ; in fact, it is not very unusual to find a will 
signed on the very day of death, and in at least one 
instance the writer has met with an example of a 
man signing his will, dying, and being buried all on 
the same day. With Christopher Norris, however, 
the case was different, and his "reasonable good 
health " appears to have lasted some time, as he did 
not die until December 1639.

A sign of the improving fortunes of the family 
is to be seen in that Christopher Norris' property 
had reached that point of importance when it was 
necessary that an Inquisitio post mortem should be 
held.

This inquiry* was held at Bolton on the 6th 
October 1640, and it then appeared that the deceased 
had died possessed of three houses and gardens in 
Bolton, and a considerable holding in Tonge, which 
no doubt represented the Hall i' th' Wood estate. 
It consisted of fifteen " messuages," seven cottages, 
twenty gardens, fourteen orchards, one grain water- 
mill, two fulling mills, two hundred and fifteen acres 
of arable land, one hundred and five acres of 
meadow, two hundred and five acres of pasture, 
twenty acres of wood, one hundred and twenty 
acres of moor, forty acres of moss, forty acres of 
turbary, and two shillings of free rent. He also 
had a small property in Turton. It was further 
found that Christopher Norris had died on the 
22nd December 1639, and that Alexander Norris 
was his son and next heir, and was aged at the 
time of the inquiry thirty-five years. In Christo 
pher Norris' will he described himself as " of 
Bolton," so that it seems probable that either the 
Brownlows were still occupying the Hall as

' 'See Appendix, p. 36.
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tenants, or that Alexander Norris was already 
living there.

Alexander Norris, if he did not live at the Hall 
at the time of his father's death, seems to have 
begun to live there soon after. At all events, as 
early as 1648 1 we find him adding to its beauty and 
convenience by building the south-west wing. This 
addition entirely altered the character of the west 
front, transforming the black and white house into 
a stone building. The change had to some extent 
taken place at the time of the 1591 alterations, but 
Alexander Norris completed it, so that now no 
signs of timber and plaster work are to be seen on 
the west side. The wing added is, for its period, a 
very effective piece of work, as will be seen from 
the plate opposite, and no doubt greatly improved 
the comfort and convenience of the house. That 
Alexander Norris was a man of taste and refine 
ment, is shown in the charming oak staircase which 
he put in the new portion of the house, a piece of 
work that can with safety be commended to the 
careful consideration of present-day builders and 
house decorators. The new rooms which were 
added arc very pleasantly proportioned, with a 
plentiful supply of picturesque stone-mullioned 
windows. Standing in the " new parlour," one 
cannot think without regret of the days before the 
gaunt mills came. Then the view from the west 
window was over an exquisite valley to the wooded 
slopes beyond, while to the south the eye caught a 
glimpse of the grey old tower of Bolton Church, 
nestling among its cluster of thatched and flagged 
cottages on the steep bank above the Croal.

Though Alexander Norris is regularly described 
by the title of gentleman, he does not appear to

1 Over the south porch and also on the head of a water-spout are 
the initials ANA ovcr the date 1648. These stand for Alexander and 
Anne Norris.
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have felt any scruple about retaining his connection 
with his clothier's business. In the inventory of 
goods taken at his death, we find references to 
"testator's part of the cloth in parnershipp " and 
" his part of the small goods in the shopp." He 
evidently had carried on the business in partner 
ship with his brother Henry, no doubt as successors 
to their father Christopher and grandfather Alex 
ander in the Bolton shop.

While thus keeping in touch with his old 
business Alexander Norris seems to have identified 
himself with public affairs, and being a strong 
Puritan, he accepted in 1645 the onerous and re 
sponsible post of Treasurer to the Lancashire 
Committee of Sequestrators. In this capacity he 
had the handling of the funds which came from 
Royalists' confiscated estates, and also had to 
deal with a portion of the money derived from 
different church benefices. He held this position 
from 1645 until 1649, and possibly later. Cynically 
minded Royalists may have pointed to the fact 
that it was just at this time that Mr. Norris launched 
out in his new house-building project at Tonge ! 
It is certainly a little amusing to find in a survey of 
the Rectory of Bolton, taken during the time of the 
Commonwealth, that zealous in all good causes as 
Alexander Norris doubtless was, he evidently did 
not believe in paying out in furtherance of these 
good causes more of his own money than was 
absolutely necessary. In this survey it is stated 
that Mr. Alexander Norris and the other inhabitants 
of Tonge only pay between them the sum of eight 
shillings and eightpence to the church of Bolton 
in composition for their tithes, though they are 
"well worth to bee payd in kind six poundes per
annum." l

The family name of Alexander Norris' wife is
1 /fee. Soc. Lane, and Cites., vol. i. p. 31.

B
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not known, though he mentions her Christian name, 
Anne. He probably married about the year 1626, 
and appears only to have had two children 
who survived, both of them daughters, Alice and 
Anne. 1 Anne married in 1665 the Rev. William 
Bordman, a Bolton man, who subsequently became 
Rector of Grappenhall, in Cheshire. Alice married 
in 1654 John Starkie,2 grandson of the John Starkie 
of Huntroyd, Esquire, who was Sheriff for the 
County in 1656.

Most of the existing pedigrees of the Starkies 
of Huntroyd are very inaccurate, not excepting 
Dugdale's in his "Visitation of Lancashire" in 
1664. In the note 3 on next page will be found 
the correct details of the steps which carried Hall 'i 
th' Wood into the Starkie family. From this it 
will be seen that all the sympathy lavished on 
Mistress Alice Norris for marrying an old man of 
sixty-five, as Dugdale's pedigree would indicate, is 
quite misplaced. Instead, the sympathy should 
rather be bestowed on John Starkie, who was a boy 
of barely fifteen years when his marriage covenant 
with Alice Norris was signed, while his bride was 
three years his senior. There is no record at 
Bolton of their marriage, but the Register about 
this date is rather defective. It cannot, however, 
have been long delayed after the signing of the 
marriage covenant, as their first child was baptized 
at Bolton Parish Church in 1657.

1 He had two sons, who both died in infancy.
' In Room No. 4 is in plaster a coat-of-arms of the Starkies of 

Huntroyd. It is a quartered coat, having in the first quarter the 
Starkie arms, n bend between six storks; in the 2nd quarter, a coat 
apparently that of Standish, three standing dishes; in the 3rd quarter, 
two biirs with a boniure engrailed for Parr of Kempnough and 
Cleworlh ; and 4th, a chief (query is the /ess faint a crescent /) for 
Worsley, a quartering brought in by the Parrs, whose heiress Nicholas 
Starkie of Huntroyd married at Leigh, 5th August 1578. (See Croston's 
Baines, vol. iii. p. 292.) I am indebted to Mr. Moss, the caretaker of 
Hall i' th' Wood, for a very careful drawing of the above achievement.

* See opposite page.
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In an earlier portion of these notes reference was 
made to the love of litigation which seems to have 
marked the Lancashire character at this time. 
Evidences of this were seen in the suits brought by 
disappointed relatives against the fortunate ones 
who benefited under the wills of both Lawrence 
and Roger Brownlow, and also the will of Christo 
pher Norris. Alexander Norris' will again proved 
a subject of contention among the relatives. The 
document, which is a lengthy one, 4 certainly appears 
to show a marked preference for the elder daughter 
Alice Starkie to the detriment of Mistress Anne 
Bordman. Hall i' th' Wood is not referred to 
directly in the will, but by inference we learn that it

JOHN STAHKIE 
of Huntroyd. Born (t.) 1580. 
Living in 1644, possibly also 
in 1664. He \\afi upwards of 
14 children by his different 
wives. Colonel in Parliamen 

tary Army.

CATHERINE TYLDESI.EY 
of Cleworth. Marr. 
Covt., loth Sept. 1624 
(Baines, vol. iv. p. 333). 
Buried at Padiham, 29 

August 1632.

GRACE WII.KINSON 
of Padiham. Married at Padi 
ham 1598. Buried there 33 
July 1614. Her husband 
subsequently married again  

once, if not twice.

= NICHOLAS STARKIE 
I Baptized at Padiham 
j aytn March 1602. 

Killed by explosion at 
Hoghton lower 14 
Feb. i642f-3l. A Cap 
tain in Parliamentary

Army. 
Four children 
died young.

GRACE, dau. of
James Murgatroyd of 
Hollins. nr. Halifax, 
Co. York (Dugdalc). 
Marr. (c.) 1638. Buried 
at Padiham, 13 June 

1642.

JOHN STAKKIE
baptized at Padiham, 4 Aug.
1639. Marr. Covt., dated Oct.
31, 1654 (Baines). Died 1665

(Foster's Lane. Ped.).

Al.ICK. daughter of 
Alexander and Anne Norris of 
Bolt on. Bapt. at Bolton 7 
Aug. 1636. Buried at Bolton 
99 Dec. 1683 as " Mistress 

Alice Starkie of Tonge."

ANNE 
bapt. at Bolton, 

4 Oct. 1657.

JOHN STARKIE = 
bapt. at Bolton, 

9 Sept. 1658.

= ANNE, dau. of 
William Hulton of 
Park. Mair. Sept. 
1682 (Oliver Hey- 
wood's Autobiog. , 

vol. ii. 133).

1 
MARY, *. 1659. 
NICHOLAS, *.

1661. A&UL 
ALKXANDKR, />. 

1663. 
PIERCE, t. 1665. 
ALICE, bur. 1677.

1 See Appendix, p. 37.
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had been settled on Alice Starkie at the time of her 
marriage.

In the litigation which arose after Alexander 
Morris' death, 1 some interesting evidence is given, 
which is still preserved among the Episcopal muni 
ments at Chester. 2 John Okey of Bolton, "linen- 
draper," aged sixty-four, 3 deposes that he was 
present "one day in April laste " with Mr. Norrisat 
"his house in Bolton." Evidently Hall i' th' Wood 
was either used as a country residence, or was in 
the occupation of Mistress Starkie. Norris first 
sent for Mr. Thomas Lever, the attorney, and gave 
him instructions for " the drawing and makyng of 
his will." Mr. Lever committed the instructions to 
writing, and then took them away, returning in four 
or five days with the draft of the will, and read it 
over to the deceased, who heard and approved it, 
but made some additions and erasures with his 
own hand, particularly relating to a legacy to "his 
daughter Starkie." The deceased, Mr. Okey says, 
was of sound mind and memory, and "published 
his will in an upper rome or chamber at his house 
in Bolton about the mid time of the daye and he was 
sometymes walkynge in the rome, and sometymes

1 Alexander Norris died on the I ah May 1672, and was buried in 
Bolton Parish Churchyard on I4th May. His gravestone was to be 
seen until the recent churchyard improvements took place. Mr. 
Bridson obligingly sends me the following copy of what was left of 
the inscription as recently as last year (1902)  

[HF.RK I.IKTH THE BODY OK] 
AI.EXAN[I»KR NOKRES OF BOUI.TON] 
[WHOJE DIED THE II OK MAY [1672] 
AGED 68 YEARS AND HK.RE RESTETH IN THE 
f.RAVK OF HIS MOTHER ALICE NORRF.S WHO 
DYED IN THE YKARK 1614.

The words within square brackets are conjectural. It is possible 
that the last date is not correct, as the Register seems to fix the year 
of death of his mother, Alice Norris, as 1624, not 1614.

* See Appendix, p. 40.
* This seems to have been the John Okey whose remarkable 

rpitaph in Bolton Churchyard is so well known. See Scholes" 
History of Bolton, p. 192.
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he sate downe." The deponent considers " the 
reale estate to be worth about eight score poundes 
a yeere which the widowe is to have one thirde of 
duringe her life and this daughter Mistress Starkey 
is to have the rest according to a settlement made 
at her marriage." Lawrence Hargreaves of Hunt- 
royd corroborates this evidence, and says he was 
present at the signing of the will, which took place 
as described by John Okey, but he defines the 
" mid time of the daye," to which Okey referred, 
as " betweene foure and fyve in the afternoone."

In the Inventory attached to the will is a lengthy 
list of goods at Alexander Morris' Bolton house, 
and a much briefer list of goods at " Hall of the 
Wood," as it is called. Evidently he had only left 
there heavy pieces of furniture that might almost 
be regarded as fixtures, such as tables, cupboards, 
dressers, and "greate arkes," a fact which confirms 
the idea that Mistress Starkie was there at this 
time. The list of rooms is as follows : The Greene 
Parlour, the Parlour Chamber, another room the 
name of which has perished in the document, the 
Kitchin, the Larder, the Hall, the New Parlour, 
the New Parlour chamber, the Closet, Granny's 
Chamber, the Red Chamber, the Seller, the Miller's 
Room, and the chamber over the Miller's. It is 
difficult to identify all the rooms named in this list. 
The Hall is of course the great hall, the room now 
marked No. i on the plan, the New Parlour is No. 
2, the New Parlour chamber the room above it, 
the Miller's room is perhaps No. 9, while the 
chamber over the Miller's would be the room in 
which the Brownlow initials and dated stone are 
to be seen.

After John Starkie's death in 1665, his widow 
continued to live at the Hall with her young family. 
Her eldest son John, however, appears to have 
given her a good deal of trouble. He matriculated
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at Corpus Christ! College, Oxford, I2th September 
1676, aged eighteen, 1 but does not seem to have 
made any mark, as he did not proceed with his 
degree. He came back to Bolton, where he pre 
sently earned great notoriety by eloping with the 
daughter of Mr. Hulton of Hulton, who was 
engaged to be married in the same week to a Mr. 
Farrington. The Rev. Oliver Heywood, in his 
Autobiography, refers to the incident twice. 2 He 
writes in one copy of his Register: "Mr. Starkey 
stole away Mr. Hilton of Park['s] dau: (was to 
marry Mr. Farrington that week) married about 12 
a clock in the night at Dr. Lows * in Bolton. Sept." 
 [1682], and in the other, " Mr. Starkey of Hunt- 
roid stole away Mr. Hulton of Parks dr: Sept. 
1682, a rant." He returned to Bolton and lived for 
a year or two at Tonge, as we find his daughter 
Anne baptized at Bolton in July of the following 
year, and described as "daughter of John Starkie 
of Tong, Esquire." His mother died in December 
of the same year, when he probably went to live 
at Huntroyd ; at all events, he did not continue at 
Bolton. Although he had several children, the male 
line failed in the next generation, and the property 
has since descended through the family of his 
brother Nicholas. Nicholas went up to Christ 
Church, Oxford, in 1678, and became a barrister 
of Gray's Inn in 1686, and had a successful legal 
career. He married in 1689, and came to live at 
Hall i' th' Wood, remaining there for several years. 
He left it, however, before 1697, and about this 
date the house seems to have been leased to a 
family of the name of Pimlot. After this it rapidly 
fell from its high estate, and was ultimately divided

1 Foster's Alumni Oxonicnses.
1 Northowram Register, p. 45, and Autobiog., vol. ii. p. 132. 
3 Probably Thomas Loe of Bolton, surgeon, whose will was 

proved at Chester in 1708.
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up into several tenements, and let to farm labourers 
and weavers.

While thus occupied, the event which throws the 
greatest lustre on its name took place. On the 3rd 
December 1753, at Firwood Fold, not far away, was 
born Samuel Crompton, the inventor of the spin 
ning mule. When still a child his parents moved 
into the south west wing, of the Hall, and there 
Crompton, after many laborious days and nights, 
at length perfected his invention an invention 
which was destined to have the most far-reaching 
results not only on Bolton, but on Lancashire and 
England itself. The story of Crompton's life, of 
his struggles and disappointment, so pathetic and 
bitter, is so well known that it does not need 
repeating, and as these notes only deal with the 
owners of the Hall, we may pass it over. In con 
clusion, it only remains to say that the property 
continued in th'e family of Starkie of Huntroyd 
until 1899, when Mr. W. H. Lever acquired it, 
arrested the destroying hand of time, and having 
restored the building in the most careful and dis 
criminating way, presented it to the town of Bolton. 
In addition to this, Mr. Lever has fitted up several 
of the rooms with contemporary furniture, so as to 
show the people of the neighbourhood how their 
ancestors of three and four hundred years ago 
lived.

And so we may conclude. Having watched the 
growth of this beautiful house under the hands of 
the different builders, and its descent through the 
Brownlows, the Norrises, and the Starkies to Mr. 
Lever and the people of Bolton, we can only hope 
that it may long stand as an educative power in our 
midst, to call forth by its memories, as well as by 
its beauties, that poetic and artistic spirit which I 
believe lies inherent in all true Lancashire folk.
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Containing short abstracts of original documents cited.

WILL OK LAWRENCE BROWNLOW OF TONGE, DATED 1550 J 
{Chester Diocesan Registry).

" In the Nam of God Amen the laste daye of Maye in the 
yere of o' Lord God a thousand fyve hundrethe and fyftie, I, 
LOWRENS BROVNLAWK off TONGE w'h in the Countie of I^inc* 
gentilman beynge of whole mynd and good and p'fyte remObrance 
sicke in bodie make and declare my testamente and last wille in 
manner and forme followynge yt is to say. First of all I bequeth 
and comende my soule to Almyghtie God my maker and 
Redemer besechynge our I^adie Saynt Marye to praye for me 
with all the holye Companie of Heaven and my bodie to be 
buried in Crysten buriall within the pariche Church of Bolton 
ner unto my father. Also I constitute and make my trustie 
and well beloved Margaret nowe my wyffe, Rauff Barton, gent., 
Richard Wodde and James my sonne to bj my true and lawful 
executors of this my last will and testament."

"Also I will that Roger my sonne or he that shall fortune to 
be my heire shall suffer all these persons whose names hereafter 
do follow to have hold and injoy suche meases landes and 
tenementes as they and everie of them do now hold and 
occupie, . . . the day of makyng hereof during the natural 
leaves of everie of them without payinge of any fyne gressom or 
somes of money for ye same but only ye ycres rent due and 
accustomed. That is to say Sir James Bolton, Richard Brounlowe 
of Dungecare, Thomas Brounlowe, I-awrence Brounlowe sonne 
of James Brounlowe, Elis Bradshaye and Jone his wiff, William 
Widdoson and Cicill his wif, William Brounlowe and Jonne his 
wife if she kepe hir widow."

"Also I give and bequethe to Roger my sonne or he that 
shall happen to be my heire my best fetherbed, a boustter a 
payre of shetes one coverlet one coveringe of ye best I have at 
ye makynge hereof, also my gret bouster wayne with a hede

1 The following abstract is made from the copy of the will on 
folio i66rf in the Bishoffs Enrollment Hook, vol. i., corrected by 
reference to the duplicate on folio \\Tti. I have extended most of 
the contractions.

M
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yocke belonginge to ye same wayne, also a pare of shodde 
wheles, one turff wayne with wheles, a muck wayne, a cole wayne, 
a harrow and a plowe with plow irons over and besides such 
parseles of goodes hereafter followynge which I geve to my 
sonne Roger or he yt shall fortune to be my heire as heireloomes 
yt is to saye sixe silver spones one iron chemney standynge in 
the hall, one folden board and two sidebordes standinge also in 
the hall, one awmrye in ye butterye fyve bcdstockes, one garner 
in my barne with two greit arkes standynge thereby, one arcke 
in ye larder house with two of ye'most turnels there, one chyste 
standynge in my chamber, one brasen morter with a pestell one 
stone morter one payre of muster furnes one iron stythie with 
an iron homer one iron spite with two longe goubbartes one 
iron crowe with all other iron stuf belonginge to my milne and 
also dressynge bordes in my buttery kychen and lardar howse."

Also all lands in Tonge held of Olyver Hulton, with the 
provision that Roger should not sell or suffer to be sold any 
"sapling tres" within Tonge or elsewhere "in any other place 
uppon my landes."

He also leaves to Roger or his heir " my burgeage howse in 
Boulton," etc., " now in the occupation of Richard Sanderson."

He also leaves to his wife so long as she remains his widow 
the house called " La"werwode in Tonge late in the holdyngc of 
Roger Rothwell deceased" and provides that after his decease 
his wife shall "get coles within yc sayd tenement so longe as she 
shall kepe hir unmarried after my decease that is to say so manye 
as shalbe sufficient for hir to burne in hir own house at all tyme 
or tymes," etc.

lie leaves further to his heir a half interest in a piece of land 
called "Longe Holme, parcel of my demene of Wode," and 
further provides that his widow so long as she remains unmarried 
"shall have free libertie and rccource at all tymes convenient and 
necessarie to my mylne kylne and sestorne with ye same kylne at 
my House at ye Wode to stepe and drie malt within," etc.

He desires that his younger sons be "kept to learninge at 
good scholes as my executors shall thynke most profit for them 
untyl they and everie of them can sufficientlie write and rede."

Mentions "a walke mylne now in the occupation of William 
Cromton," etc., to be leased to " my sonne " " Charles ]5romley * 
and Margaret now his witf." Mentions an Indenture dated ist 
Jan. 1548. Overseers : " Mr Ro: liarton Esquire, George Haulgh," 
and "sonne Roger." Witnesses: Sir James Bolton, vicar of 
Bolton, William Mores, Gilbert Mores, Oliver Mores, Gyles 
Bordman.

Inventorium omnium bonorum et catallortim que fuerunt 
lawrencii Brownelowe generosi die qu» obiit appretiatorum

1 In second copy of will called " Charles Brownlowc."
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per quatuor homines fide dignos videlicet Jacobum Unsworthe 
Oliverum 1'ilkyngton Jacobum Grenehalghe et Robertum William- 
son juratos in forma juris ad prisandum omnia bona predictus 
Lawrencii ad verum valorem, etc.

Imprimis: ij yoke of oxen, price . nil. v]s. v\\)d. 
Item: ij yocke of steres, price . . . vj//. 
Item : one other yocke of steres, price . iiij//. 
Item : xiij kyne, price .... xix//. xs. 
Item: one bulle, price .... xxiiij.?. 
Item: iiij stirkes, price .... iiij//. 
Item : vj calves, price .... xlviijx. 
Item : a fate oxe, price . . . iij//. vjf. v\\]d. 
Item : ij mares, price ..... vj//. 
Item : ij coltes of one yere olde and upwarde,

price at .... iiij//. xiijj. iiij</. 
Item: vj shepe at ijj. viij</., price .   xvjj. 
Item: ij hives of beene, price . . . viijrf. 
Item : in corne and heay, price . . xvj//. xiij.r. iiij</. 
Item : iiij yonge swyne caled speenynges . \\s. 
Item: one hogge, price .... \'\}s. 
Item : iij fetherbedes with bolsters, price . iij//. 
Item : vij mattresses, price .... xxviij^. 
Item: xv coverlettes, price . . . iiij//. 
Item : iiij hillynges, price .... viijf. 
Item : xxti. blankettes, price . . . xxvjj. viij</. 
Item: in shetes and other lynen napperie

ware appertayning to the house . iiij//. 
Item : xxxv peces of pewter, price . . xxiijj. iiij//. 
Item: v candlestickes, price ... vs. 
Item: vij silver spones, price . . . xxiijj. 
Item : in brasse pannes, price . . . iiij//. xvj*. 
Item : in brass pottes, in fryeinge pannes,

ij chaffynge dishes and j drepynge
panne, price .... xlr. 

Item : one grete arke, price . . . vjs. viij</. 
Item: iij tubbes, price .... xj. 
Item: in wole, price .... .xxxiijf. iiij</. 
Item: iij coffers, price .... xvj. 
Item: other smale inplements as spites

gawberts and other triffles . . vs. 
Item: iiij Iron fire enemies, price . . xxxvj. 
Item: in seeks and winnoshctes, price . xvjj. 
Item : In stonnes and berebarralls, price . xvijj. 
Item: In cheares quystenes and certayne

Irene ware, price .... xxvjf. \i\]d.
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Item : In waynes whiles, harrowes plowes 
and Iron plowes with all other 
suche other necessaries to hus- 
bandrie ..... \\\s.

Item : In cowper [?] timber and ij ganges 
of spekes and felickes and other 
such like stuff, price . . . xxj. 

Summa totalis . . cxviij//. \\ijd.

(A FRAGMENT FROM THE DIOCESAN REGISTRY, CHESTER.)

Administration bond dated 4th April [   ] year of the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth of goods of Laurence Brownlow of Tonge 
granted to Margaret his widow, Cuthbert P    and Robert 
Warde de Hallywell, granting also to Margaret the custody of the 
children still under age, viz. Arthur, Joan, Margaret, and Anne.

INVENTORY OF ROGER BROWNLOW OF TONGE, DATED 1577 
( Chester Diocesan Registry).

An Inventorie of all the godes and chattells of ROGKR BROWN- 
LAWE late of TONGE in the said Countie of I -anc : gentlemS. 
deceased praysed and valewed the xxvij' h daye of August 
Anno Regni Elizabeth' Regine etc. decimo nono [sie] 1577 
by foure substancyall honest men that ys to saye by Richard 
Woods, Frauncis Nuttall gentleme, Olyft Pilkington and 
James Greenhalghe, yeome as followeth, viz. :

Firste. One byble of the largest volume . xx*. 
Item : twoe oxene ..... vj//". 
Item : the halfe of fyve fate kye . . . vj//. 
Item : one oy cowe ..... 
Item : two thrinters ' .... 
Item : one oxe styrke and the half of three

key styrkes ..... liijj. iiiji/.
Item :
Item : 
Item : 
Item: 
Item : 
Item: 
Item : 
Item : 
Item: 
Item: 
Item :

the halfe of ix calves
one baye mare 
one yonge geldinge . 
one asse ..... 
In oates on the ground xij acres 
In barley iij acres . 
In deyed oates iiij syves . 
In hey xviij loades . 
fyve fether beddes . 
three bolsters 
three pillowes ....

\xs.
Ixxiij;. iiijrf. 

\xs. 
\xs. 

xxviij//. 
xij//. 

xU. 
cs.

vjs. 
xij/.

1 A three winter old beast, generally used of sheep.
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Item : x coverlettes ..... Is. 
Item: viij blankettes ..... xiijj. m')d. 
Item: iiij payer of shettes .... xiijj. iiijrf'. 
Item: vj sett quishions .... vjs. 
Item : one pann ..... \\ijs. \\\]d. 
Item: iij lytle pottes a posnet and one

caldron ..... xiijf. \\\]d. 
Item : twoe candlestyckes .... ijs. 
Item : six pewter dishes .... iiijs. 
Item: foure pottingers .... xij</. 
Item : twoe drynkynge pottes of pewter . xx<£ 
Item : three spaynishe pewter pottes . . iiijr. 
Item : two oy lytle drynkinge pottes . . xij</. 
Item: one ewer ..... v\\}d. 
Item : foure chamber pottes . . . \\}s. \\\]d. 
Item : x platters ..... xvj. 
Item: iiij sawcers ..... v\\}d. 
Item : twoe pewter bottels .... \\}d. 
Item: twoe custerd dishes of pewter . . xijrf. 
Item: twoe spyttes one calderone and two

fryinge pannes .... vs. 
Item : One Iron chymney .... xiijj. \\\}d. 
Item: thre payer of plowe Irons. . . v]s. \\\}d. 
Item : iiij gange of fellixes and six gange of

spokes 1 ..... xxf.
Item: apparell for his bodye . . . xto. 
Item : three harrowes .... \}s. v\\]d.
Item : lous boardes and lattes ... vs. 
Item: one hand sawe .... v]d.
Item : iiij axes ...... \]s. v\\]d.
Item : v marie pyckes and one mattock . v]s. 
Item: vij spades ..... vij*.
Item: ij hedgynge byls .... xij</.
Item : ij pycheforkes ..... v]d.
Item : twoe turfe spades .... v\\)d.
Item: vjnogers 2 ..... \}s.
Item : ij chysels, a pourge and pystis . . \{vJ. 
Item: Twoe Iron Hames, twoe bordwthes

[?], twoe paire of clevis, and twoe
hempe hemes 3 . ... vs. \}d. 

Item : in waynes and plowes and alle other
husbandrie geare . . . [   ] 

Item: [   ] . . . . . xxvjj. \\\}d.

1 Four sets of fellies and six sets of spokes. 
* Six augers.
3 Hanif, the collar of a draught horse. Clevis, the draught iron 

of a plough or cart.
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Item: six chestes ..... xxxr.
Item : xj bedsteedes ..... xxxv*.
Item : ij standynge tables .... xxj.
Item : two cubbords ..... xj.
Item: one turnell ..... ivj.
Item: xv sylver spones   . . . . lx.r.
Item: all other hustlement of household . vjs. \iijJ.
Item : in wole, iij stones et di . .   XXXV.T. 

Sum Tot:. . . . cix//. xviijf,

[Endorsed Inventory of Roger Brownlow of Tonge exhibited 
by Laurence Brownlow his son last day of February 1577.]

WILL OF LAWRENCE BROWNLOW OK TONGE, DATED 1622 
(Chester Probate Registry).

"In the Name of God Amen, loth September 1622,1 LAURENCE 
BROWNLOW OF TONGE husbandman being in age but of good and 
perfecte understandinge Praised be God," etc.

Divides his personal estate into two equal parts and 
leaves one half to his wife and reserves the other for smaller 
legacies etc. '

" To Marie and Sara two daughters of my sister Ginies [?] I 
leave xxj."

" To Alis my sister iij//. vjs. viijV."
Leaves small bequests to " my sister Margaret" " the two 

daughters of my sister Alis." " To the poor of Tonge and 
Haulgh \x\s." and the remainder of the reserved half of his 
personalty.

"Item: I give and bequeath unto Elizabeth my wifie all the 
whole state that I have concerninge the house and milne in 
Tonge."

" Item: I give vs. to be bestowed uppon pavinge uppon 
Tonge Moore for the peecinge of the eases together."

Sole Executrix : Wife Elizabeth.
Overseers : Mr. Horrockes, Richard Wood, and Arthur Isher- 

wood.
" In witness hereof I the said Laurence Brownlow have here 

unto put my hand and seal this ist May 1623. Witnesses: 
Richard Wood. Arthur Isherwood."

Inventory of goods valued loth May [1623] by Edmund Wood, 
James Roscow, Thomas Morris and Alexander Crompton.

Sum : tot: logli. js. $d.

[Endorsed] Proved 2 Sept: 1623 by sole executrix. Refused 
to enter into bond by advice of Isherwood.
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BROWN-LOW v. BROWNI.OW, 1560 (Duchy of Lancaster Pleadings. 
Eliz. Vol. 44 n. icj). 1

Nicholas, George, James, Arthur, Johane, Margaret and Anne 
Brownelawe, the younger children of Lawrence Brownelawe late 
of Tonge in co. Lane., deced., complain that whereas the said 
Lawrence was seised in his demesne as of fee of i messuage and 
divers lands, and tenements of the yearly value of .£10 lying in 
Tonge, and so seised made his will and constituted Margaret 
then his wife, Raff Barton, Richard Wood and James Brownelawe 
one of the pits, his exors, and appointed Robert Barton, Esq., 
George Halghe and Roger Brownelawe son and heir of the said 
I^awrence his supervisors, and by the said will gave said premises 
to said Margaret while she remained unmarried, and afterwards 
to the assignment of said overseers and of Raff Barton, exor., for 
the preferment of said pits., without paying any rent.

After death of said Lawrence the said Margaret entered the 
said premises, and about a year ago married Alexander \Varde, 
gent., by reason whereof her said estate in said premises ceased, 
and the said overseers ought to have assigned the premises to 
pits., but they and the said Raff Barton have appointed the said 
Roger (one of the overseers) to occupy the same, who now takes 
the profits thereof to his own use.

Defts. say that the said Lawrence left the remainder of said 
premises to the said Roger Brownelawe after the death of 
Margaret his said wife, and made his will 31 May, 1550.

Mention is made of a mease and tent called Lagherwood, in 
Tonge, late in the holding of Roger Rothwell.

The overseers say they tried to carry out the said will in every 
particular.

[The answers are of great length.]

BROWNLOW v. BROWNLOW, 1594 (Duchy of Lancaster Pleadings. 
Eliz. Vol. 1 62, «. 1 2).*

Lawrence Brownlawe of Tonge in co. Lane., yeoman, com 
plains that whereas disagreements arose between Charles Brown 
lawe pit's late father and one I,awrence Brownlawe concerning 
the right of certain mess., lands, tents, meadows, pastures and 
feedings and i fulling mill in Tonge in co. I-anc. late in the 
occupation of the said Charles, and also of all profits, commons, 
ways, etc., thereto belonging, which late were the inheritance of

1 Bill dated Easter Term, 2 Eliz: [1560]. Answer, Oct. ditto 

5 Bill and Answer dated 1594.
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Roger Brownelawe late brother of the said Charles and uncle of 
pit., for the appeasing whereof they submitted to the arbitrament 
of Ralph Assheton of Great Leaver in co. I.anc. ( Esq., and 
Richard Midgley, clerk, Vicar of Rachdall, who ordered the said 
parties to jointly levy a fine to certain persons to stand seised of 
all their lands in Tonge to use of said Lawrence and heirs male 
of his body, and for default, to use of said Charles B. and the 
heirs male of his body, and that the said Lawrence should make 
a lease of all the premises then in the occupation of said Charles 
for 99 years, so that after death of said Charles the said lease 
should remain to Roger Brownlawe pit's elder brother and to 
the heirs male of his body ; and for default, to pit. and heirs 
male of his body ; and for default, then to revert to said Lawrence 
the leaser and his heirs male.

The said Charles appointed Roger B. his eldest son and pit. 
his younger son exors.

Pit. was under age when the said Charles his father died.
The said Roger B. died seised of such premises intestate, 

leaving no son but divers daurs. [unnamed], so that premises ought 
to have come to pit. for rest of said term, but because there was 
some controversy between pit. and Anne Brownlawe, widow, late 
wife of the said Roger and John Wood her brother who pre 
tended title thereto all the deeds, etc., relating to the premises 
were put in a chest in said Roger's house of the which pit. had a 
key and the said Anne another key and both of them promised 
not to meddle with said lease without consent of the other, but 
in spite of this the said Anne and John her brother have broken 
up the said chest and taken away the said lease, etc.

[Long replication and rejoinder, which contain no further 
information.]

BROWNLOW v. BROWNLOW, 1594 [?] (Duchy of Lancaster 
Pleadings. Eliz. Vols. 168, «. I7). 1

The several replications of John Wood and Anne Brownelowe 
defts. to the bill of complaint of Lawrence Brownelowe pit.

. . . fulling mill then in the occupation of Charles Brownc- 
lowe . . .

Lease of 99 years made by the said Lawrence Brownelowe to 
the said Charles. . . .

The said Charles made his will in December, 1580, and gave 
to Roger Brownelowe . . . one of the defts., elder son of said 
Charles, the said lease . . .

And thereupon the said Roger Brownelowe late husband of 
the said Anne ... .

1 Date torn away ? 1594. The document is very imperfect
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About Sept., 30 Eliz. [the said Roger B. ?] died in testate leaving 
"foure poor smale children" by the said Anne Brownelowe, 
infants under age and yet living, viz. Margaret, Isabel . . .

WILL OF ALEXANDER NORRIS OF BOLTON, 1603 
(Chester Probate Registry).

24th March, 1 45th Elizabeth [1603], I ALEXANDER NORRIS OF 
BOULTON IN THE MoRi<:s Co. Lane: woolen draper.

Five children: " Ralph Morris, John Norris, Christopher 
Norris my sonnes, and Ellen Norris and Margrett Norris my 
daughters."

"Sonne Robert Norris his children."
"Margrett Norris late wyefT of George Norris my sonne of 

Leigh deceased " who claims a shop etc. in Houlton, testator 
protests son George reed, shop etc. at testator's hand and after 
wards sold "the wares to Thomas Brears of Boulton" and 
returned the shop to testator " children of said George Norris " 
 "To Richard Harrobin ^£23." "Elizabeth I'eareson late wife 
of Alexander I'eareson, my daughter." "To my Maister Richartt 
Boulton xlr." To the Preacher of Boulton $s. for 8 years " My 
brother James Norris" Goddaughters named "Crumpton"  
Robert and John Parks \s. ea.

Exors : John and Christofer N. my sons.
O'seers: Chiistofer I.ongworth gent., \Vm. I.ightboune, Thos. 

Brers and Robte Norris my sonne.
Witnesses: Wm. Lightboune. Richartt Bradshawe. Raufle 

Sturroppe.

Inv: zgth Julie 1603 by Wm. I.ightboune John Wilkinson 
Thos. Breares and John Leaver. 

[Inter alia] Two kyne in Flixton. 
Pd. 10 Aug. 1603 by both Exors.

WILL OF ROBERT NORRIS OF BOLTON, 1620 
( Chester Probate Registry).

loth June 1620. ROBERT NORRIS OF BOLTON IN LE MOORS, 
Co. I.anc: clothier, sicke, etc. Messuages, glebes lands etc. in 
Bolton wife Isabel son George Norris lands held under 
Christofer Anderton of Lostock ''Alex. Norres my late father " 
 2nd son William Norres lands in Halgh "John Norres my 
brother" lands formerly granted by the Holts to "Thomas 
Leaver gent, late deed." testator being exor. of the sd. Thos. 
Leaver son Robert Norres " Richard Moires my son-in-lawe "

1 The day on which Queen Elizabeth died.
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 legacies to poor of Bolton and Warrington " I desire my 
unckle Mr. Walche to preache at my buriall" "Ellen Norris 
my daughter" son John Norres under 24, also dau: Ellen 
under 24.

Exors : Sons George and William.
O'seers: " Ralphe Norres, John Norres and Christofer Norres 

my brothers."
Codicil dated iyth June 1620.
Inv : of Robt. Norres etc. who dyed iyth June 1620 valued by 

Ellis Aynsworth of Farnworth, gent., John Valentyne of Eccles, 
gent., John Bullinge and John Dunbatin of Warrington clothiers. 
16 July 1620.

S.T. 2220/1. 3J. id.
Proved 30 Sept. 1620.

WILL OF ROBERT NORRIS OF BOLTON, 1628 
(Chester Probate Registry).

4th June, 1628. I ROBERT NORRES OF BOULTON LE MOORS, 
" Mr. of Artes,"

Mentions, " portion left me by Robert Norres my late father 
deed, wh : remaineth yet in the hands of William Norres my 
brother " " Mary my wife " " Mary my daughter " " John 
Norres my brother " " Ante Johan Bolton " " My sister Ellen 
Brighouse" to "Uncle John Norres two bookes the one called 
Plutarch his Lives and the other, the third parte of Perkines his 
workes " "cozen Alexander Norres."

Exors : Wife Mary and North Harrison of Cambridge gent.
Witnesses : John Norres. Tho : Lever.
Proved 9 July, 1628 by wife other exor. renouncing.
Inv: June 25, 1628. S.T. y>bli. los.
Endorsed " To be sent to Warrington to Mr. John Norris his 

shop."

WILL or WILLIAM NORRIS or BOLTON, 1628 
(Chester Probate Registry).

i2th July, 1628. I WILLIAM NORRES OF BOLTON LE MOORS 
gentleman,

Mentions, messuages glebe lands etc. etc. in Bolton " late in 
occupation of Robert Norres my late father and now of me," 
which he leaves to George Norres his second son.

His father's will dated roth June 1620. Other lands to William 
Norres his youngest son, with remainder to Robert Norres his 
eldest son. Final remainder to John Fovell of Bolton.

Exor: Margaret his wife.
Witnesses: John Fovell. Tho : Lever, [signed.]

C
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Inv: 27 July 1628 by Gyles Aynsworth, John Norres, Xfer 
Norres, Ewan Grundy, Raffe Aynsworth, and John Fowell. 

Debt owing to " Mr. Brownlow Senr." tli. \y. &,d. 
Long list of debts in addition.
Proved 29 July, 1628.

WILL OF GEORGK NORRIS OF BOI.TON, PROVED 1628 
(Chester Probate Registry),

zoth October [    ]. I [GEORGE] NORRES of BOULTON, 
clothier,

Mentions, "Robert Norres my late father' 1   "Katherine my 
wife"   " Isabel! Norres my mother, widow"   "messuages and 
glebe lands"   " William Norres my brother"   residue of goods 
to wife   "if she be with child with a boy " leaves remainder to 
him.

O'seers : Brother William Norres and John Brighouse.
Exor : Wife.
Witnesses : Joh : Fovell. John Ransom.

Inv : 13 Nov : 1623 by Christofcr Norres and Michael Thweates. 
S.T. io3//. 15^. 6d.

Proved 4th June [?] 1628 by Sole Exor.

INVENTORY OF Goons OF ROBERT NORRIS OF BOLTON, 1629 
(Chester Probate Registry).

Inventory of the goods of Robert Norris of Bolton le Moors, 
12 Feb : 1628 [-9] and also an

Inventory of certain grounds in Little Bolton which George 
Norris died possessed of, not prized at his death, now prized, 
12 Feb: 1628 [-9].

Indorsed Inventory of the goods of George Norris and 
Robert Norris, 14 Feb : 1628 [-9].

Adinon granted to Margaret widow and relict of William 
Norris late of Leaver, which William Norris was a son of the 
above-said Robert Norris and brother of the above-said George N.

WILL OF ISABF.I. NORRIS OF BOLTON, 1637 
(Chester Probate Registry).

icthSept: 1637. ISABELL NORRES OF BOLTON IN THE MORES, 
widow,

Mentions, brother-in-law Ellis Aynsworth brother Nicholas  
brother William Valentyne Thurstan Fyles my brother John 
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cozen Anne Valentyne   Thos. Valentyne son of Nicholas   my 
sister Em   my sister Alice   my sister-in-law Margt. Broke   Mr. 
Gregge to preach at my funeral   Poor of liolton and Eccles   
the 3 children of my son John Norres   Richard Morres of 
Bolton   Ellen wife of John Brighouse   " Mr. Robert Norres his 
daughter "   " Margaret my daughter."

Exors. : Richard Blackburne of Thistleton and Richard Black- 
burne his son.

Witnesses : John Valentyne. Win. Valentyne. Richard Morris. 
Tho : Leaver.

Debts owing Testator   [inter alia] Mrs. Anne Leaver 15^.
Inv : by Jas. Williamson, Richard Baxter, John Fofell and 

Rich. Morris, 20 Sept. 1637.
11.4. 

Proved 10 Oct. 1637.

WILL OF CHRISTOPHER NORKIS OK BOLTON, 1636 
( Chester Probate Registry).

In the Name of pod Amen 27th April 1636. I, CHRISTOPHER 
NORRIS of Boi.TON-i>r-LE-MoRES, C" lane: clothier being ate 
this present in reasonable good health, etc.

Body to be buried in the "usual place in the Churchyard of 
Bolton where my auncestors have been buried,'' etc.

Desires that all his debts shall be paid including one "for 
twoe thousande poundes which I owe to my sonne Alexander 
Norris by bond, for payment whereof I stand bound unto him in 
the some of four thousande poundes starlinge."

Divides his personalty into two equal parts one of which.he 
leaves to be equally distributed between his children, Alexander, 
Henry, Alice, and Christian.

Out of the other half he leaves some small legacies; "to 
Mr. Alexander Horrockes preacher of God's word" he leaves 
' twentie shillinges starlinge to preach at my funerall." ;£io to 
the poor of Bolton.

Residue of estate to son Alexander Norris whom he appoints 
sole exor:

Witnesses, Tho: leaver. \Vm. Sharrock. Win. Seddon.
Christopher Norris [sgd.].

"Memorandum, that on the 6th Feb: 1637 I the said Christofer 
Norris confirm " etc. the above will etc. He leaves to his son 
Alexander in addition all his other real estate, all the " messuage 
tenements buildings, lands, rents, reversions etc. in Tonge, 
Bolton and Turton in C" Lane: wh: I lately purchased and
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which were sometyme the Inheritance or freehould of I.awrence 
Brownlow late of Tonge aforesaid gentleman deceased," etc.

Wit: Tho : leaver.
John Lightboune. Thos : Bordman.
Wm. Seddon.

Christopher Norris.

Proved 5 Mar: 1639.

PROBATE SUIT, NORRIS v. NORRIS, 1639 
( Chester Diocesan Registry).

Before Edmund Mainwaring Dr. of Laws, i3th Feb: 1639.
In re will and codicil of Christopher Norres late of Bolton in 

the Parish of Bolton le Moors. Suit between Alexander Norres 
exor of s'1 will versus Henry Norres, Alice Norres alias Lowe now 
wife of William l.owe, and Christian Norres children of dec'1 .

Refers to will of Christofer Norres dated 27 April 1636, and 
codicil dated 6th Feb : 1637.

INQUISITION POST MORTEM OF CHRISTOPHER NORRIS OF 
BOLTON, 1640 (Duchy of Lancaster Inq'" p.m. Vol. 30 n. 36).

Inquisition taken at Boulton in le Moores in the said county 
6 Oct., 16 Charles I [1640], before Robert Mawdesley, Esq., 
escheator, after the death of Christopher Norris late of Boulton, 
pent., by the oath of Roger Sharpies, etc., etc., jurors, who say 
that the said Christopher was seised in his demesne as of fee of 
3 messuages and 3 gardens in Boulton, and in 15 messuages, 
7 cottages, 20 gardens, 14 orchards, i grain water-mill, 2 fulling 
mills, 215 a. of land, 105 a. of meadow, 205 a. of pasture, 20 a. 
of wood, 120 a. of moor, 40 a. of moss and 40 a. of turbary 
and is. free rent in Tonge ; and i mess., i garden, i orchard, 
12 a. of land, 6 a. of meadow and 12 a. of pasture in Turton ; 
and common of pasture for all beasts at all times of the year in 
all the wastes and commons in Turton.

Christopher Norris died 22 December last past; Alexander 
Norris is his son and next heir, and is now aged 35 years.

The premises in Boulton in le Moores are held of Roger 
leaver, gent., in common socage, by fealty and the rent of $\J. 
per ann., and are worth per ann., clear, 40*. The premises in 
Tonge are held of the heirs of Edward Hilton late of Brindle in 
socage, viz., by fealty and the yearly rent of i z//., and are worth 
per ann., clear, £$. The premises in Turton are held of 
Humphrey Cheetam, esq., as of his manor of Turton in socage, j 
viz., by fealty and the yearly rent of 6</., and are worth per ann., i 
clear, 6s. 8</. }
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(State Papers Dom. Inter. Vol. G. 179, p. 411.)

Will of John Horobin [part relating to Norris family] 1641, 
August 27. I John Horobin, give ^5 to Jane Stones and 
;£s to Dorothy Stones to be paid to John Norris for their use. 
. . . The rest of all my goods and the field called Charles 
Acre during the time of the lease I freely give to Alexander 
Norris apd Jane Norris his wife whom I make the executors of 
this my last will.

Witnesses, Isaac Ambrose. 
John Norris.

WILL OF ALEXANDER NORRIS OF TONGE, 1671 
(Chester Probate Aegis try).

In the Name of God Amen [z4th April 1672]. I ALKXANDKR 
NORRIS OF TONGE in County Lancaster gentleman being in- 
firme in body but of a sounde Mynde and understandynge 
praised be God do constitute and make this my laste will 
and Testament in manner followinge: As to the disposicion of 
the Temporall Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to blesse 
me firste it is my Will and Mynde And I give and devise my 
I-indes and hereditamentes in Sharpies in the said County of 
Lancaster by me lately purchased of Alexander Radcliffe, unto 
Ann my wife and Henry Norris my brother for and duringe their 
natural) lives and during the liefe of the Survivor of them And 
after their respective deceases to Alice Starkie my daughter and 
her heires for ever.

Item : I give the one Moyetie of the howscs landcs and 
shoppes in Bolton in the said County which I formerly purchased 
of and from John Norris deceased my late Uncle unto the said 
Ann my wife for and during her natural! life And the other 
Moyetie thereof imediately after my decease as also the last 
menconed Moyetie lymitted to the said Ann ymediately from 
and after her death unto my said Brother Henry Norris and his 
Heires for ever.

[Personalty divided into thirds one third of which he leaves 
to his wife.]

Item: I will and devise the sum of ^Jioo unto Ann my 
daughter which sum is owing unto me by her husband Mr 
William Boardman my sonne-in-law by bond.

And whereas my lands and hereditaments in Tonge and 
Bolton aforesaid and also in Halliwell stand chargeable with the 
raiseing or payment of one Thousand Poundes unto or for the 
use of the said Ann my daughter which I conceive to be too 
greate and heavie a charge, therefore it is my will and mynde

i
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That in case the said M' Hoardman and Ann my daughter shall 
within Twelve months next after my decease sufficiently release 
and discharge my said daughter Alice Starkie and her heirs and 
the said lands so chargeable as aforesaid of and from the sunie 
of jC*oo parcell of the said One Thousand Poundes and there 
upon shall agree to accept of the sufne of Eight Hundred 
poundes in satisfaction of and for the same One thousand 
poundes Then I give and bequethe to my said daughter Anne 
j£zoo but in case such release and discharge shall not be so 
made as aforesaid then I leave the said sum of £200 to my 
daughter Alice Starkie.

[ Residue of property he leaves equally between his wife and 
his two daughters, and appoints his wife sole Executrix.]

24th Aprill 1572. 
Witnesses: 

Tho. Leaver [sgd.].
John Okey [sgd.].
Law : Hargreaves [sgd.].

[Inventory of goods of Alexander Norris of Tonge- heading 
destroyed by damp. The first list relates to a house unnamed 
which contained the following rooms : 

Kitchin, Buttery, Brewhouse, Seller, Creene Chamber, 
Yellow Chamber, Maids Chamber, Blew Chamber, New 
Chamber, Ladder loft, Red Chamber, Dining Chamber, 
Stable.

This list is followed by another, also damaged in places, as 
follows:]

At Hall of the Wood. 

In the Greene Parlor. 
Item. A liverie table and a settle . ooo 18 oo

In the [    ] Chamber. 
[ ] and Iron . . ooi 10 oo

In the [

001 OO OO

000 IO OO

002 OO OO

ooo 07 oo

In the Kitchin.
One chimny or fire Iron . . . ooi 13 04 
One Trest" and a dishbord . . . ooo 10 oo
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In the Laider.

One cupbord .....
Item, fower Dressers
Item, a cheese presse
Item, an iron croe ....

In the Hall. 

One long table and a settle and forme

In the New Parlour. 

One long table and a forme

In the New Parlor Chamber. 

One square table and an arke .

In the Closet. 

One little table ....

In Grannys Chamber. 

One bedstid .....

In the Red Chamber. 

One bedstid .....

In the Seller. 
Twoe old Throws and a dresser

In the Millers Roome. 
Twoe greate Arkes ....

In the Chamber over the Millers.
In cieling bords, wachmans and a 

ploughe beame ....

In the Workehouse.
One old garner .... 
Item. Twoe old carts and a paire of 

wheeles ..... 
Item. In tymber and bords 
Item. Fower long ladders

39

ooo 06 08
ooo 08 oo
ooo 03 oo
ooo 02 06

OO2 OO OO

OO2 OO OO

ooi 04 oo

ooo' 06 08

OOO IO OO

ooo i6 oo

ooo 05 oo

OO2 OO CO

OO2 OO OO

OOO IO OO

002 OO OO

003 co oo
OOI OO OO
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In the Barne.

Twoe great garners .... 003 oo oo 
Item, a great grindlestone . . ooo 05 oo

In the Mill.
Twoe greate arkes . . . . coi 10 oo 
Item. Twoe croes, Pickes and a

hammer ..... ooo 10 oo 
Item. Twoe acres of oates sowen . 008 oo oo 
Item. One cowe .... 004 oo oo 
Item. In redy money . . . 024 oo oo 
Item. In rents owing by diverse tenants 021 13 08 
Item. One Bond of M' Bordmans . 100 oo oo 
Item. In hustlement in both houses. ooi oo oo 

In partnership with M' Henry
Norres. 

The testator's part of the cloth in
p'tnershipp . . . . . 195 18 oo 

His part of small goods in the Shopp 004 oo oo 
His part of debts owinge to the

p'tnershipp . . . . . 111 05 oo 
His part of money belonginge to the

said p'tnershipp . . . . 198 01 oo 
Suma totalis . . . 7i6/;'. 171. io</.

[Exhibited 18 Nov : 1672.] 
[Proved 19 Nov: 1672 by Sole Exix.]

PROBATE SUIT. NORRIS v. BOARDMAN 
(Chester Diocesan Registry).

17 Oct. 1672. In re will of Alexander Norres late of Bolton 
or Tonge. Anne Norres widow and sole Exix. v. William Board- 
man clerk, Rectorof Grappenhall, Co. Chester, and Anne Board man 
his wife.

Depositions dated 18 Oct: 1672
John Okey of Bolton, Linen draper, aged 64.
Was " present one day in April last with M' Alexander Norres 

dec'1 at his house in Bolton where he haveinge first sent for Mr 
Thomas Lever for that purpose gave the said M' I.ever instruc 
tions for the drawing and making of his will." M' Lever com 
mitted ihe instructions to writting and then took them away with 
him and promised to draw the will in accordance with these 
instructions. About 4 or 5 days after M' Lever " brought the 
writing on paper now showed to this deponent" and read it over 
to deceased and deceased with his own hand " did write the latter
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parte of the said will " relating to the remainder of the personalty 
etc. Deceased heard the will read over to him and understood 
it and approved it. Deceased made the erazure in the first part 
of the will relating to a legacy of ^200 "to daughter Starkey." 
Deceased was sound in mind and memory. Deceased published 
his will in "an upper rome or chamber at his house in Bolton 
about the midtime of the day and he was sometimes walkinge in 
the rome and sometymes sate downe."

Deponent "considers the reale estate to be worth about eight 
score pounds a year which the widowe is to have, one thirde of 
duringe her life and this daughtir M"* Starkey is to have the rest 
according to a settlement made at her marriage."

Deponent incidentally mentions "a bonde of ^300 wh : the 
said Mr Starkey at his death stood indebted in unto the said 
deceased."

I-aurence Hargreaves of Huntroid, Co. I.anc: husbandman 
aged 40 years also gave corroborative evidence, was also present 
at the signing of the will which took place " between 4 and 5 in 
the afternoone."

WILL OF BETTY CROMPTON OF HALL-I'-TH'-\VOOD,
PROVED 1799 

(Chester Probate Registry).

" In the Name of God Amen. I Betty Crompton (widow) 
of Hall-i'-th'-Wood in the Parish of Bolton, Co. Lane, being very 
sick," etc. Desires that her goods be sold "except a pair of 
looms and one of my best gowns," and proceeds to be divided 
among "my own three children," viz. to Samuel Crompton 1 
one-third, to daughter Rebecca Horrocks one-third, and to 
daughter Mary Hamer one-third. " Leaves to granddaughter 
Mary Horrocks a pair of looms whereon she weaves with all the 
utensils thereto belonging."

Exors.: Son Samuel Crompton and brother John Holt
Witnesses : Alixander Crompton [mark]. 

Margaret Orless [?] [sgd.]. 
James Pilling [sgd.J.

[Value above ^40 and under ^100.] Proved by both 
Exors. I4th December 1799.

1 As so little, comparatively, is known of the family of Samuel 
Crompton, the above abstract of the will of his mother has been added 
as a slight contribution to the fund of knowledge on the subject.


