
STONE AXE FOUND AT WESTON 
POINT

Communicated by William Handley

THERE has recently been unearthed an in 
teresting relic consisting of an ancient stone 

axe head, probably dating from the Neolithic 
period, at Weston Point, near Runcorn, on the
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site of the Mersey Brine Works belonging to the 
Salt Union Limited. These works were erected 
some twenty-five or thirty years ago on a portion 
of the alluvial land, which stretches from the base 
of Runcorn Hill and the high land of Weston to
the river Mersey, immediately adjacent to its
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eastern shore bank as it existed prior to the con 
struction of the Runcorn and Weston Canal. It 
was during the progress of some excavations for 
the foundation of a considerable extension of the 
works that the interesting find was made. At a 
depth of about ten and a half feet from the surface 
a workman struck what he thought was a boulder, 
and on lifting it out of its position was surprised at 
its unusual shape, and on closer examination dis 
covered a perfectly rounded hole in its broader part 
or base. The attention of the manager, Mr. J. B. 
Chadwick, being called to it, it was carefully cleaned, 
and its character and purpose placed beyond reason 
able doubt. It was deposited in his care in the 
office. Immediately overhanging it was a strata 
of a gravelly nature, and between this and the 
surface soil was a bed of white and grey sand. 
These lower beds bore no evidences of having been 
previously'disturbed. The ancient implement is 
a granite wedge, shaped somewhat like a heart, 
measuring in length about ten inches by five 
inches in width, and three inches in thickness. 
Its front end or point is bluntly rounded, a piece 
on one side, either by accident or design, having 
been roughly chipped off. The flaw seems as old 
as the implement itself. The rounded hole at the 
base end is very true, evidencing careful and in 
telligent workmanship, being smoothed and polished 
to perfection. In order to secure its preservation 
to the public, Mr. Chadwick has kindly and gener 
ously presented it to the Runcorn Free Library 
Committee with a view to its being added to other 
treasures in their custody as the nucleus of a local 
museum.


