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NOTES ON THE PARISH OF 

VVOODCHURCH.

By IV. F. Irvine and F. C. Beazley.

Read 28th March, 1901

'"T'HE ancient parish of Woodchurch occupies the 
J- centre of the northern part of the peninsula 

of Wirral, and is nearly 5,000 acres in extent. In 
the old parish were included the nine townships 
of Woodchurch. Landican, Knocktorum, Arrow, 
Oxton, Thingwall, Barnston, Pensbv, Prenton. and 
a portion of the townships of Irbv, Upton, and 
Claughton. The following notes, however, only 
deal with the township of Woodchurch, the history 
of the advowson, and with the structure of the 
church.

A good deal of misunderstanding, on the sub 
ject of the original location of the church of 
Woodchurch, seems to exist, owing, no doubt, to 
the fact that in Domesday Book a priest is men 
tioned at Landican, while the name Woodchurch 
does not appear at all. One consequently hears 
the statement sometimes made that the original 
church was at Landican. There can, however, be 
no question that the church, at which the Domes 
day Book " priest" served, occupied the precise 
site of the present building. If no other proof
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were forthcoming, the small early Norman window 
in the north side of the chancel is sufficient evidence 
of the fact. The explanation of the entry appears 
to be as follows:   Landican was a head manor of 
considerable importance, to which various sub- 
manors, such as Pensby, Irby, and possibly Arrow, 
owed suit. At the time of the Conquest there was 
probably no sub-manor of Woodchurch ; the site of 
the present township simply being part of the large 
manor of Landican. Very soon after the making 
of the Great Survey, however, some lands in the im 
mediate vicinity of the church were granted to the 
Abbey of St. Werburgh, by Ralph, son of Ermiwin ; 
and the Abbey, on the strength of this and some 
further gifts, tried to raise their little holding to the 
dignity of a manor. In those early days, before 
the passing of the statute of Quia Emptores, the 
Abbey had but little difficulty in attaining their 
end ; and so, out of the larger manor of Landican, 
the smaller one of Woodchurch was carved, con 
sisting, as it does to this day, of some 317 acres of 
land, in the middle of which stood the little church.

The original gift, in 1093, was of "land for 
" eight oxen," or what is usually called eight 
bovates of land. This represented, roughly, about 
120 acres of arable land. To this must be added 
the necessary meadow, pasture, and rough waste 
land ; so that, in these 317 acres, we probably have 
a tolerably fair example of what was meant by 
that mediaeval unit of measurement, a carucate of 
land.

The manor remained in the possession of the 
Abbey until the dissolution of the monasteries, 
when it passed to the Crown, and was granted, in 
1559, to Peter Grey, Esq.. who sold it to Lancelot 
Bostock and Francis Hiccocks, by whom it was 
conveyed, 25 years later, to Robert Hiccocks of 
London. From this family it passed to that of
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the Leenes, and ultimately to the ancestor of the 
late owner, Lord Winmarleigh. 1

The advowson of Woodchurch appears originally 
to have been the possession of the Norman 
Barons of Nantwich, who also held the manor of 
Landican after the Conquest. From them it passed 
to the family of Praers of Bartomley ; this family 
ended in an heiress, in 1350, who carried the 
advowson, together with the manor of Landican, 
to Robert Fouleshurst of Crewe. The advowson 
remained in this family for nearly 200 years ; being 
sold by Sir Thomas Fouleshurst, in 1540. to 
William Sneyde of Bradwell. Ralph Sneyde, his 
son, again sold the advowson, in 1612, for the sum 
of £300, to the Rev. Richard Adams, at that time 
Rector of Woodchurch. From the Rev. Richard 
Adams the living has descended through eleven 
generations to the present incumbent, the Rev. 
Percival Robin. A curious feature in this descent 
is the fact that, in these eleven generations, the 
living has passed through no less than five heiresses 
to another name.

In the Harleian Manuscripts (2153. f. 115) the 
family of Adams is described as of Brimstage. 
This is all that is at present known of the Rev. 
Richard Adams' origin. Mr. Adams held this 
living from 1588 until .his death, in December, 
1615. He married, in 1592. at Woodchurch, 
Margaret Lytler   almost certainly a daughter of 
Ralph Lytler of Wallerscote, in the parish of 
Weaverham. She was. therefore, a niece of John 
Bruen of Tarvin, one of the leading Puritans in 
the county ; this is interesting, in view of the 
fact that the Adams family always appear to have 
been strongly, if not violently. Puritan. Besides 
three daughters, Richard Adams had four sons, 
Richard, the eldest, John, Charles, and Randle.

' Ormerod (Helsby's edition), vol. ii, p. 520.
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The two last-named took orders and obtained 
preferment, the one at Woodchurch and the other 
at Wallasey.

In Richard Adams' will we have evidence of his 
Puritan convictions in the quaint preamble with 
which the document opens. " In the name of God, 
"Amen," he writes. " I, Richard Adams, clerke, 
" Rector of the P'ishe Church of Woodchurch. in 
" the countie of Chester, waieing the uncertaintie 
'  of this presente life, and confessinge with Holy 
" David that I am a stranger on earth and 
" soiourner, as all my fathers were, and longinge 
" after and lookinge unto the Cittie of God and 
" heavenly Jerusalem," &c.. " make mv last will 
 ' and testament," &c.

After providing for the disposal of the advowson, 
he leaves various goods to his wife, Margaret, 
and his four sons. To the poor of the parish he 
leaves " 40 new measures of barlie." To " M r 
" Hugh Poole of Bebington, a walkinge cloake," 
and to " my loving and deare friende, M r Richard 
" Sherlocke, a piece of gold of the value of xxiis. 
" for a ringe, in remembrance of me, and what 
" bookes he hath in his handes of myne." He 
further requests this clear and loving friend to 
take care of those whom he leaves behind. Mr. 
Sherlock seems to have interpreted this request 
very literally, as he married the widow three weeks 
later, and had himself presented to the living of 
Woodchurch, which he continued to enjoy until his 
death, in 1643.

As already stated, Charles and Randle both 
took orders. Randle became Rector of Wallasey 
in 1646, a living which he continued to hold during 
the Commonwealth, to the exclusion of the Royalist 
Rector. Dr. Snell, whom he had ousted in 1646. 
Randle ultimately went over to Ireland, and was 
alive there as late as 1675. Charles Adams, the
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third son, first appears as Curate of Birkenhead, 
in 1635. and then as Curate to his step-father, the 
Rev. Richard Sherlock, at Woodchurch, in 1642. 
He seems to have been appointed rector on the 
death of Sherlock, in 1643, but his tenure of the 
living was brief and chequered ; since, in the same 
year, he appears to have been driven out. and his 
nephew, by marriage, the Rev. George Burches. 
put in his place. The tide of battle rolled once 
more in favour of the Parliamentarians, and then 
Burches, in his turn, had to flee, and Charles 
Adams triumphantly returned. He signed the 
Solemn League and Covenant at Woodchurch, in 
1647, and died the following year."

He had married at Woodchurch, in 1624, Isabel, 
daughter of Thomas Bennet of Barnston, another 
of the leading Puritan families in the locality, and 
had issue: Richard, Peter, Thomas, John, James, 
and Charles four of whom took orders and rose 
to positions of some distinction.

Richard and Thomas continued the family 
traditions and became pronounced Puritans, and 
both suffered ejection from their respective livings 
in 1662. Richard studied first at Cambridge, 
where he graduated M.A. in 1644; and entered 
Brazenose College, Oxford, in 1646. He became 
a Fellow of his. college in 1651, but resigned, in 
1656. on being admitted to the rectory of St. 
Mildred's, Bread Street. From this he retired as 
a nonconformist in 1662, and became pastor of a 
small congregation in Southwark. His ecclesi 
astical views were Presbyterian, and he is said to 
have been a practical preacher and a devout quiet 
man. His brother Thomas entered Brazenose in 
1649. became B.A. in 1652, and was made a 
Fellow the same year. 3

« Vide Wirral Notes and Queries, Sanders and Irvine, vol. i. p 58 
3 Vide Bennetts of Saugliall-Massey, E. M. Hance, p. 105
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Shortly after Thomas' death, in 1670, his elder 
brother, the Rev. Richard Adams, printed one of 
his deceased brother's manuscripts, addressing it 
in the preface to the inhabitants of Woodchurch, 
in Wirral Hundred, in Cheshire. This volume 
is very rare   the only copy known to the writers 
being one in the British Museum   and as the 
preface contains several interesting local references, 
it may be worth while quoting some extracts. The 
book is entitled : " The Plain Principles of the 
'  Christian Religion, expounded in 107 articles, by 
" Thomas Adams, M.A., some time Fellow of 
" Brasenose College, Oxford, and late Chaplain to 
" the Right Hon. Countess Dowager of Clare,"
and is dated

The title is rather misleading, as the 107 articles 
are merely the 107 questions and answers which 
constitute the shorter catechism, as prepared by 
the Westminster Assembly of Divines in 1644; the 
only original part of the work being the short 
expositions which follow each question and answer.

Dear Countrymen and friends [writes the Editor in his pre 
face], While in my retired condition I was lately devising how 
I might do some good to the place of my Nativity, I had a 
strong apprehension from the affection many of you expressed 
to my Father's family, that some of the labours of my dear 
Brother M r Thomas Adams, now with God, would be very 
acceptable to you, etc.

'Tis well known amongst you that my grandfather M r 
Richard Adams, was Rector of your Church, and then by his 
purchase Patron of the perpetual advowson, six of his line 
and name since all devoted to the Ministry of the Gospel, 
viz. :   mine honoured father M r Chas: Adams & uncle Mr 
Randal Adams (yet I hope alive in Ireland). Myself & three 
brothers, Peter, Thomas, and Charles Adams, were bom in the 
Parsonage House (Psal: 87, 5-6). My dear Mother (who also 
bore two other of my brothers, viz. : James and John there 
too), the daughter of a worthy gentleman, was like wise born . 
in your Parish. My Reverend Father and Uncle did some 
short time exercise their Ministry amongst you ; and all my

4 Vide Cheshire Sheaf, Sanders and Irvine, series 3, vol. ii, p. 49.
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Brethren in the Ministry have preached an occasional sermon 
or more to you, though none of us could be settled with you to 
spend ourselves and be spent with you. : ' ! * * 

Others of their plenty have formerly given to the meaner sort 
of you Milk and Bread for the body, and lately means for in 
structing the minds of your children in the Rudiments of 
learning, now I do offer a Mite out of my Penury for your 
spiritual food, etc., etc.

This latter sentence is interesting in its reference 
to the Woodchurch Charities. The " milk for the 
"body" had been supplied by means of a cow 
charity (originally a bullock charity), founded by 
one James Goodacre of Barnston, in 1525, which 
was augmented a couple of years later than the 
date of Richard Adams' preface, by the gift of ^50 
to the township of Oxton by the Rev. Richard 
Sherlock, Rector of Winwick, for the purchase of 
fifteen cows for the use of the poor of that township. 
" The bread for the body" is still distributed, as the 
result of a gift, in 1641, of £50 for this purpose, 
by Mr. Thomas Gleave, citizen of London, which 
was also augmented, in 1670, by a similar amount 
from the Rev. Richard Sherlock. " The mesnj^ p-00, 
" for instructing the minds of the children in th#^iC' 
" rudiments of learning " were afforded, in 1665;   
by the munificent bequest of £500 from William 
Gleave, Alderman of London, for the building and 
endowing of a free school in the parish. It is 
interesting to note that the Rev. Richard Adams 
eventually left his library of books to this school ; 
and these, in Bishop Gastrell's time, numbered 394. 
They subsequentlv became greatly reduced in 
number, and were finally presented, about fifty 
years ago, to the then newly founded Theological 
College of St. Aidan's, Birkenhead, where some of 
them are still to be seen

Having thus traced the Adams family down 
somewhat beyond their direct connection with 
Woodchurch, we must return to the history of the 
advowson.
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The patronage appears to have passed from 
the Rev. Richard Adams to his eldest son, who 
bore the same names, a Liverpool merchant. 
Richard Adams, like his father, in the preamble of 
his will, refers to the uncertainty of life, and adds 
that, since he " is intended to go over into Ire- 
" land, [he is] therefore desirous to settle [his] 
" estate." A wise precaution, as the sequel shows. 
The will was drawn up in April, 1642, and within 
six months we find it being proved at Chester, so 
that the visit to Ireland must have been disastrous. 
Richard Adams had onlv one daughter, Margaret. 
and to her he leaves the advowson ; and as the 
possession of such patronage always seems to have 
constituted an irresistible attraction to some un 
beneficed cleric, it is not surprising to find that, 
within a few weeks of her father's death. Margaret 
Adams married the Rev. George Burches. son of 
the Rev. Hugh Burches. Rector of Thurstaston.

With this alliance an entirely different element 
was introduced into the parsonage life at Wood- 
church. The Adams family, and all its connections, 
had hitherto been always consistently Puritan ; while 
the Burches appear to have been strong Royalists 
and High Churchmen. It is, in fact, rather difficult 
to understand how such a marriage could take 
place, particularly in the year 1642, when the breach 
between the parties had widened to bloodshed. 
Still, take place it did ; though, with the poor little 
bride only just thirteen years, and the husband 
about forty, there cannot have been much com 
munity of interest.

As already stated, the Rev. George Burches was 
presented to the living a year or two later, but was 
ousted, in 1646, by the Rev. Charles Adams, his 
uncle by marriage. His father, who had been 
rector of Thurstaston from 1602 until his death, in 
1615. was, no doubt, a descendant of the ancient
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family of Birches, of the Birches in Winnington 
and afterwards of Coggshall. He was a clergyman 
of some distinction in Cheshire, since besides 
holding several livings  he appears to have acted 
as deputy to the Chancellor. Dr. David Yale. He 
was M.A. of Cambridge, but was incorporated into 
the University of Oxford in 1585.

His character and views are rather amusingly 
revealed in the sententious preamble to his will, 
which he drew up in 1614. This is as follows : 

Augusti 13, 1614.
In Dei n#ie, Amen. I, Hugh Burches, so oft and con 

tinuously admonished by a most greevous disease of mine end, 
and as I lived an unfayned ptestant and faithful! maintayner 
of the faith and forme of servinge God yl this Church of 
England doth hold, soe to the end I continue a sincere worspr 
of the God of my Fathers and die within the unity of this 
Church, nothinge altering my pfession nor doubtinge of a 
glorious resurrection of my bodie to life ev'lastinge. My wants 
were many in the discharge of my dutie and especially that 
I did not wth more zeale beate down the subtill p'ceedinges of 
the novelists seekinge or privily labouringe an overthrow of 
this reverend Church, and although some ptende an upright 
intente and carriage, I proteste that by my continuall molesta 
tion they are better known to mee for houety psumptuous and 
spitefull crue of Schismatikes than to any wishing theire 
amendm't and a mature deliberation to their raw and uncon- 
cocted exercises.

God bless Kinge James, or renowned sov'raigne, his illus 
trious spouse, their happie issue, their Realme governm't and 
p'sons, the honorable Lords of the Privie Counsel!, nobility 
Cleargie and magistracie of the land, defend and keepe in 
unity faith peace and obedience, convert all false subjects and 
bring them to see their folly.

For my brused estate.
My debtes if I should now die my bookes will very neare 

discharge, but if I live some 10 weekes my benefice of Pennant 
wth the bookes will more than pay. The reS'con whereof 
I leave to my wife.

If it please God and his good Lord'p of Chester to admitt 
my sone Richard to my psonage of Thurstanton by virtue 
of an advowson granted by Deane and Chapter, then I charge 
him with twenty poundes to each of his sisters, Jane, Gainor,

L 3
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and Elizabeth, and tenne poundes to each of his brethern, 
Robert, David, Peter, George, or else I charge the advowson 
with them.

The house garden and [? at] Mayes-y-vraithen-wes to my 
wife I leave for her time, then to my sonne Richard and his 
heirs. The moiety of Caire Meriocke I leave to my wife, 
likewise the moytye of Gabriell's Ground and the other 
moytye to my three daughters. [Household stuff between 
Mother and three daughters. Leaves "cataille and corne" 
between wife and daughters and four younger sons.] An 
advowson granted me by the Bishop of Chester on the Vicar 
age of Backeford I leave to my wife and foure younger boyes, 
the moytye to the mother. By me, Hugh Burches.

[Inventory of goods, undated, also filed, in which mention 
is made of " his house in Chester."] Proved aoth December, 
1615. As no executor was mentioned in the will, admon was 
granted to Dorothy, his widow and relict.

Such was the atmosphere in which George 
Burches had been brought up, and it naturally 
makes us wonder how he fared with his cousins, the 
Adams. After being ejected from Woodchurch, he 
seems to have lived in the parish of Bebington, as 
two of his children were baptized in that church, 
and in the register he is described as " Minister of 
" God's word."

Among the papers relating to the Proceedings of 
the Committee for Plundered Ministers 5 is the 
following note, under date July 2, 1646 : " Upon 
" hearing the cause why the 5 th part sh d not be paid 
" to the wife of M r Burches, from whom the rectory 
" of Woodchurch, in the co. of Chester, is seques- 
" tered, it is alledged by M r Chas. Adams and 
" M r Randall Adams, against payment thereof, that 
" they being formerly settled there were upon the 
" King's forces prevailing in the said county driven 
" from thence, and that thereupon this said M r 
" Burches possessed himself of the said Rectory, 
" notwithstanding for that it appeareth they were 
" settled there upon sequestration of the said 
" Rectory, from the sd M r Burches it is ordered

5 Rec. Soc. of Lane. andChesh., vol. xxviii, p. 156
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" that the former order for payment of the sd '/5tb 
" part shall stand," etc.

Mr. Burches died before 1674, possibly before 
1659, and his goods were administered in 1674, 
by his widow, who married shortly afterwards a 
Mr. Crane, probably a clergyman in Chester. From 
Mr. George Burches the advowson descended to 
his eldest son Hugh, who was too young, however, 
to be presented to the living in i662,6 when Mr. 
Samuel Grastie, the nonconforming Rector, is said 
to have been ejected, and the living remained vacant 
until the Rev. William Anderson was appointed in 
1664. Mr. Anderson filled the office of Rector 
until 1673, by which time the Rev. Hugh Burches, 
having reached canonical age, was duly ordained 
and presented to Woodchurch by his mother  
the Rev. William Anderson conveniently resigning

6 The succession of Rectors during the Commonwealth is by no means 
clear. Richard Sherlock was buried ist Sept., 1643, and apparently was 
immediately succeeded by the Rev. Charles Adams his curate. Adams 
was shortly after ejected in favour of the Rev. George Burches, who was 
in his turn ousted by Adams in 1646, who continued to hold the living 
until his death in Aug., 1648. The next Rector apparently was the Rev. 
William Keys, at least he signs the Register as " minister" in 1651, so it 
is possible he filled the gap between 1648 and 1654, when the Rev. Samuel 
Grasty was appointed by the Committee for Plundered Ministers. The 
probability that Keys occupied the living between the years 1648-54 is con 
firmed by the fact that we find him appointed to Heswall in 1654. Grasty 
was certainly at Woodchurch as late as 1659, when he signs the Register 
as Rector, and Calamy mentions him as the ejected Nonconformist in Aug.. 
1662. (A Samuel Grasty was buried at Nantwich about twenty years 
later than this, but this may only be a coincidence.) From the "Proceed- 
" ings of the Committee for Plundered Ministers," (Rtc. Soc., vol. xxxiv, 
p. 271), we find that on the I2th Jan., 1658-9, " Thomas Nicholls, clerk, 
'' was admitted to the Rectory of Woodchurch, upon presentation exhibited 
"22 Oct., 1658, from Margaret Burches, widow, the patroness." This 
extract is puzzling for two reasons first, it is nearly certain that Grasty 
was still in possession of the living ; and, secondly, it describes Margaret 
Burches as widow, whereas she did not take out letters of administration 
of her husband s estate until 1674. It is perhaps safe to conclude that 
Nicholls never enjoyed the Rectory ; but it is possible that Margaret 
Burches really was a widow in 1659, and for some special reason did not 
administer her husband's estate earlier. It is certainly significant that 
George Burches' burial does not occur at Woodchurch between 1664 and 
1674, while the Register is defective from 1658 to 1664. If Grasty was 
ejected in 1662, as stated by Calamy, there must have been a vacancy 
from that date until Nov., 1664, when the Rev. William Anderson was 
presented by Ralph Morgan [query, Ralph Morgell ?]
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at that moment. The Rev. Hugh Burches continued 
to hold the living of Woodchurch until his death, 
in 1704. He married, first, Mary, daughter of 
Leftwich Oldfield of Leftwich, Esq., by whom 
he had a numerous family. It is related of this 
incumbent that at the time of his presentation to 
the rectorv, it was considered such a handsome 
living, that he drove to Woodchurch in a coach and 
four, with his horses shod with silver shoes. He 
is also said to have borne a character for great 
extravagance. This reputation certainly seems to 
be confirmed by his will, in which he refers to his 
embarassments ; and we further find that the 
executor named in the will renounced execution in 
favour of William Whitmore. of Thurstaston, 
" principal creditor."

The preamble to his will is rather pathetic. 
" In the name of God. Amen. I, Hugh Burches, 
" unworthy of the name or place of a minister of 
"Jesus Christ, being at the present sound in mind 
" and memory," &c. " I desire to be buried (if I 
" die at Woodchurch) under the communion table 
"of "my chancel." There is one curious bequest 
worthy of mention, " Then I give my signett ring 
" to my son Hugh Burches. also my unicorn's 
" horn, when he comes to 21 years ot age."

At his death, the patronage descended to his 
eldest son George, who was also in holy orders, 
and curate or vicar of Whixhal. in Shropshire.

The Rev. George, who. we ma}' mention, was 
certainly the fourth, it not the sixth, generation of 
eldest sons who had taken orders, does not appear 
to have acted very wisely: as. for reasons best 
known to himself, he presented the Rev. Robert 
Janny, an old man of nearly 70 vears of age, to the 
rectory. There must have been some irregularity, 
however, since we find Robert Janny ignominiouslv 
ejected, i i 1705, for the " detestable sin of simony."
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and, consequently, the Rev. George Burches was 
deprived of his right to present to the living. The 
informer in this case appears to have been the 
Rev. Thomas Green, one of the Greens of Poulton- 
Lancelyn, who, in accordance with the statute 
therein provided, became entitled to the living as 
a reward for his vigilance. As will be readily 
believed, however, Air. Green did not commend 
himself to the parish ; and, though he continued to 
hold the living for 43 years, does not appear to have 
ever resided, or even officiated, at Woodchurch.

The disgrace attaching to this simoniacal tran 
saction is said to have weighed heavily on George 
Burches, and may account for his early death, two 
or three years later. He, like his father, also died 
overshadowed by debt, as his widow, in 1707, re 
nounced her right to administer his goods in favour 
of Ann Wettcnhall of Whitchurch, principal creditor 
of the estate. The patronage passed to Hugh 
Burches, a younger brother of the Rev. George 
Burches, but he died without issue, and the right 
devolved upon Mary, the sole heiress of the Rev. 
George.

As has already been said, all the heiresses of 
Woodchurch appear to have exercised irresistible 
attraction for the local clergy, and it is not sur 
prising to find this lady marrying, in 1717 at the 
early age of 16 the Rev. Richard Smith, curate 
and schoolmaster of Woodchurch. Her portrait 
still hangs in the rectory, and the tradition is that 
she was taken from a swing in the rectory garden 
to be married to Mr. Smith. It this be true, young 
ladies must have patronized the healthful and 
invigorating pastime of swinging to rather a later 
age than is usual at the present day.

The Rev. Richard Smith, who was a son of 
Robert Smith of Kirkland, in Garstang, co. Lan 
caster, died in 1738, leaving a son and three
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daughters surviving him. About three years after 
this, Mrs. Smith married again, and this time the 
disparity of age was the other way. She married 
John Crookhall, a son of James Crookhall of 
Clifton, in the parish of Eccles, who could only 
have been about 16 years of age, as he matricu 
lated at Oxford in the following year, and his age 
is entered in the register of Queen's College as 17. 
John Crookhall took his degree in 1747. and was 
immediately presented by his wife to the rectory 
of Woodchurch, which had just become vacant by 
the death of Mr. Green. This he continued to 
hold until his death, in 1792, though, in 1768, he 
was presented by the King to the rich living of 
Eccles, his native parish.7 Woodchurch appears 
to have exercised a baleful influence over its rectors 
at this time, for we find that Mr. Crookhall, like 
his predecessors, became involved in pecuniary 
difficulties during his later years in fact, in 1789. 
the living of Eccles had to be sequestered, though 
it was ultimately restored to him on payment being 
made of his debts.

After Mr. Crookhall's removal to Eccles, his 
step-son, the Rev. George Smith, appears to have 
acted as curate-in-charge at Woodchurch. as well 
as serving the cure of Overchurch. Mr. Smith 
also succeeded to the advovvson on the death of 
his mother, in 1763, but no opportunity occurred 
for him to exercise his patronage, and he died in 
1774. The advowson then devolved on Mr. Smith's 
sisters, Margaret (who had married the Rev. Wm. 
Hughes, vicar of Bidston) and Mary (who married, 
about 1745, John Peacock of Greasby. yeoman). 
Mr. Peacock, though only described in the register 
as yeoman, in reality was a man of considerable 
substance, and was descended from many of the 
leading families of the county amongst others,

7 Vide Baines' Lancashire, (Croston edition), vol, iii, p. 261
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from the Gleggs of Grange, the Radcliffes of 
Greasby, and the Spurstows of Spurstow. The 
Rev. Wm. Hughes seems to have had no children, 
and, as John Peacock's wife died at the birth of 
her only daughter. Ellen, the advowson once more 
passed through an heiress to a different name.

Ellen Peacock, the heiress, about the year 1775. 
married the Rev. Bryan King, 8 Vicar of Bidston, a 
living which he continued to hold until 1792, when, 
by the death of Mr. Crookhall, Woodchurch fell 
vacant, and Mr. King was presented by his wife 
and his aunt, Mrs. Hughes, as joint patrons.

Through the kindness of Miss King, we have 
had access to a private memoir of the King family, 
drawn up some years ago by the late Mrs. Goodwin, 
wife of the late Bishop of Carlisle. In this Mrs. 
Goodwin describes her grandmother, Mrs. Bryan 
King, nee Ellen Peacock, as "a pretty, sensible, 
'  and rather stately woman," and her grandfather 
as "a strikingly handsome man." In an interest 
ing account of the life at Woodchurch Rectory she 
says 

There was a simple dignity about the people and place such 
as I have never seen since ; the furniture was homely yet 
handsome, the china old and beautiful, and there was a large 
and fine collection of family plate, which I think came from 
my grandmother's family. The silver urn had the same pine 
apple ornament on the top which, in stone, was carved on the 
two old pillars of the gateway.

The hospitality was profuse; all were welcome, rich and 
poor alike. In the great kitchen, at one end, stood a dresser 
with a form in front of it. Every morning on this dresser was 
spread a home-spun linen cloth, and there were placed upon it 
two loaves, one of leavened bread the other yeast, a large piece 
of cheese, jugs of milk and whey, with pewter plates and 
mugs. And day by day might be seen there poor people of all

8 Bryan King was born about the year 1747, and was a son of Joshua 
King, probably of Skipton, in Yorkshire, by Margaret his wife. He re 
ceived the Order of Deacon from William, Bishop of Chester, 3ist July, 
1774, and °f Priest from the same, 3oth July, 1775. He was presented to 
Bidston by Richard Blyth, the Lay Rector, 3151 July, 1775 He died I7th 
Sept., 1820, aged 73.
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descriptions the postman, pedlars, beggars, and tramps all 
were sure of a welcome and a hearty meal at the rectory. 
Once a week two or three half-witted people came for food and 
a dole of money. One of the family always had an interview 
and a talk with these persons in order to see that they were 
properly cared for in their lodgings. . . . This hospitality 
was scarcely ever abused ; the manner of the people was 
respectful, and they left the house quietly when they had 
finished their meal.

Mrs. Goodwin tells how, in the year 1820, a great 
sorrow betel the household by the sudden death of 
the Rev. Bryan King. He was succeded by his 
son, the Rev. Joshua King. 9

After the death of her grandfather. Mrs. Goodwin 
says she often stayed at the rectory.

The garden was the joy of my heart [she writes]; the walks, 
the flowers, and the summer house all had special attraction for 
me, and I never cared to go beyond it. The cheese making 
interested me very much, and once I was allowed to make a 
large cheese without any help, and to carry it home to Heath 
Cottage [a house where Mr. King lived apparently in Tran- 
mere.] .... The linen was spun at home ; it was the 
custom of the maids to spin in the evenings until eight o'clock, 
and the hum of the spinning wheels was a pleasant sound to 
hear. Quantities of flannel, calico, and print were kept ready 
at hand for cutting out and making up, as occasion required, 
for the poor and sick.

The life at Woodchurch was a secular one ; if any were sick, 
coals and food and comforts were sent with an ungrudging 
hand ; and in case of serious illness, when the Rector was sent 
for, he at once obeyed the summons; but no other pastoral 
visits were made, nor was parochial work of any sort done. 
My uncle, Joshua King, was a fine portly man, fond of sport 
and a very good shot; he kept dogs and a gamekeeper. He 
was a strong tory, and his letters and articles in the local news 
papers were well known in the country round. He was kind- 
hearted like his father, and very liberal; there were few poor 
clergy in the neighbourhood who had not received benefits and 
kindness from him.

My uncle had a fine voice and was a good reader, but he

9 Joshua King was born zoth November, and baptized at Bijkenhead 
Chapel, I7th Dec., 1778. Matriculated Brazenose College, Oxford, 6th 
May, 1796; B.A. ,1800; M.A.,1802: Fellow B.N.C till 1812 : Incum 
bent St. Matthew's, Bethnal Green, 1809. Died 151!! Feb., 1861.
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never wrote a sermon ; every Sunday morning he would open 
a closet, a repository of sermons written by previous genera 
tions, and take two out for the day. Not infrequently he might 
be heard giving directions to his servant in the vestry as to the 
day and place where he was going to shoot during the week, or 
it might be about some farm operation.

The music of the church was left entirely to the organist, 
who was blind ; the choir consisted of two or three men and 
women, who sat near him in the gallery. The numbers of the 
Psalms were chalked up on a large blackboard, which was put 
in a conspicuous place. I remember [writes Mrs. Goodwin], 
one Sunday I had finished teaching my class of.children 
earlier than usual, and was sitting unobserved in our high 
pew, while a practice was going on in the organ loft; the 
organist was trying to learn a tune which was being sung to 
him by a friend. He made many ineffectual efforts to play 
the tune, and at last threw up his hands, saying, " Dom it, I 
" can't cotch it."

The Communion was administered once in three months: 
the alms were divided upon the table, and distributed at the 
time to the old and poor, who remained after the service, and 
received the gifts kneeling.

Mrs. Goodwin goes on to add that, in her early 
childhood, she usually spent her Sundays at Wood- 
church.

Our way [she writes] lay over (Jxton Hill, and along lanes 
which were almost impassable, except for carts. My earliest 
recollection of going to church was upon our horse, Doll, 
who by herself walked up to the horse mount, as soon as she 
was equipped with saddle, pillion, and pad. I rode on the pad, 
in front of my father, and my mother on the pillion behind. 
The latter seat was a handsome one, covered with cream and 
purple plush, with a rail at the back and sides. My father 
walked up and down the steep hill. Doll picked her own way, 
and always stopped at the same place for my father to 
remount. . . . Occasionally my mother took her baby on 
her lap. In my early years I was ordered sea-bathing, and 
was taken by "Old George,'' on Doll, to a bathing place 
near Tranmere Ferry.

The temptation to go on quoting from this 
charming book of reminiscences is very strong, 
but we must refrain.

The Rev. Joshua King continued Rector until
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his death, in 1861, when the late Canon Robin, 10 a 
nephew of Mr. King's, was presented, on his own 
petition. Canon Robin died in 1897, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. Percival Robin, 11 his son, 
the present incumbent.

THE RECTORY HOUSE.

The present Rectory, which was built in. 1861, 
occupies the site of one which appears to have 
been built about the year 1709 by the Rev. 
Thomas Green, the Rector; or else by one of the 
Burches, then resident at Woodchurch. In the 
cellar is still visible the date and initials, 1631 R.D. 
Mr. Robin suggests that the inscription is incom 
plete, and that the R.D. stands for Richard, and 
should be followed by Sherlock Richard Sherlock 
having been rector in that year. Another sugges 
tion is that it stands for Richard Button, who, in 
the year 1630, conveved the bordland tythes of 
Woodchurch to Richard Adams of Liverpool.

THE SCHOOL HOUSE.

The School House, which was built in the year 
1655. as already stated, was the outcome of the 
munificence of William Gleave, Alderman of 
London, probably originally a native of Prenton, 
who left £500 to build a free school. ,£100 was 
laid out in building a School House of freestone, 
well slated  as Bishop Gastrell describes it  
standing in the churchyard at the south-west corner 
of the church ; and £400 laid out in the purchase 
of lands in Newton, in the parish of West Kirby.

to Philip Raulin Robin, second son of John Robin, of West Kirby, 
Esquire, and Mary his wife, daughter of the Rev. Bryan King, was born 
Nov. 3rd and baptized Nov. 4th, 1814. Matriculated Brazenose Col 
lege, Oxford, i3th June, 1833 ; B.A., 1837 ; M.A., 1840, Hon. Canon of 
Chester, 1885. Died 25th August, 1897.

ii Percival Carteret Robin, eldest son of the Rev. Canon Robin, Matri 
culated Oriel College, Oxford, igth October, 1875; B.A., 1879; M.A., 
1882. Vicar of Oxton, 1884.
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A new school and master's house was built in 
1873, at a total cost of £1461, on a different site, 
on land presented conjointlv by Lord Winmarleigh 
and Canon Robin..

CHARITIES.

The Woodchurch charities, though not numerous, 
are interesting.

The oldest is that founded by James Goodacre 
of Barnston, in 1525. He left the sum of 20 marks 
for the purchase of 20 yoke of bullocks for the use 
of parishioners, or, as an old document has it, " for 
" poor mens plowes.'' These bullocks, according 
to Bishop Gastrell, were converted into cows by the 
Commissioners for Pious Uses  a notable miracle 
even for a Puritan board to accomplish   a certain 
writer remarks ! The conversion marks the change 
which took place so largely during the seventeenth 
century, when arable land was allowed to go into 
pasture, and the grazier took the place of the corn 
grower.

The management of this charity seems to have 
led to frequent disputes, to put an end to which it 
was agreed to refer the matter to the Bishop of 
Chester. The bishop at the time was John Pear- 
son, the world-renowned author of the Treatise on 
the Creed. Dr. Pearson devoted a long summer's 
day at Wigan, where he was then residing, to the 
full hearing of the case, and that famous writer did 
not disdain to employ his pen in writing down some 
very business-like rules for the prevention of further 
disputes and the use and improvement of the stock.' 2

To this charity Dr. Sherlock, the Rector of Win- 
wick himself an Oxton man by birth  added £50 
more in 1677, to buy cows for the use of the town 
ship of Oxton. There is reason to believe that he

12 The full text of the agreement has recently been 
Wirral Notes and Queries, p. 17.

printed in vol. i of

1
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or 112 cows 
total number

in
is

was born in the farmhouse on the site of which 
now stands the " Carnarvon Arms." In the case 
of the Goodacre charity, it was customary for those 
who had the use of the cows to pay the sum of 
25. 8d. yearly. In the case of the Sherlock charity 
the sum was 25. 6d. The Goodacre charity still 
survives in its altered form, but at Oxton another 
miracle has taken place, and the cows have been 
converted into coals! In 1718, i.e., in Bishop 
Gastrell's time, there were in 
the two charities, but now the 
about 15.

Another charity is the bread dole. This was 
originally founded, in 1641, by a Thomas Gleave. 
citizen of London, by a gift of £$o. He gave a 
similar amount of ̂ 50 to the neighbouring parishes 
of West Kirby. Wallasey, Bidston, Bebington. and 
Heswall. The monev was invested in land and the 
interest spent in loaves, which are distributed, 
week by week, to the poorer parishioners. The 
picturesque bread-shelves still hang on the west 
wall of the south aisle. The original endowment 
was augmented, in 1670. by a further sum of ^50, 
given by Dr. Richard Sherlock ; and again, in 
1746, by yet another sum of ^50 from the Rev. 
Thomas Green. Rector of Woodchurch.

The Parish
PARISH REGISTERS.

Registers begin in the year 1571 so
far as the christenings and weddings are concerned, 
and in 1580 for the burials. There is a break in 
the christenings between 1618 and 1624, and in the 
weddings between 1609 and 1663, with the excep 
tion of the year 1656. The entries during the 
Commonwealth are irregular and clearly incom 
plete. A transcript of the register, down to the 
year 1600, was made some years ago by Mr. 
Edward Hance and the late Mr. Morton ; and from
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the year 1600 to the year 1703, bv the Rev. Francis 
Sanders and Mr. Irvine. It is to be hoped that 
some day the funds will be forthcoming for the 
printing of this important register.

One curious feature of the Woodchurch Parish 
Register is that it contains the original transcript 
of the Solemn League and Covenant, with all the 
signatures complete. One is naturally inclined to 
regard the Covenant as purely Scottish, but it will 
be remembered that it was widely signed in Eng 
land in 1646, in fulfilment of one of the clauses of 
the treaty between the Scotch and the Parliament.

The preamble to the Covenant has been sub 
jected to some rather material alterations at the 
hand of an enthusiastic Royalist, at a later date. 
The emendations are printed in italics.

" An Exhortation to the taking of the Solemn 
" League and Covenant for Reformation [the letter d 
is written over the letter r, erased] ' and pretence 
[defence erased] " of Religion the rffshonour and 
" «?ihappiness of the Kinge and \e exterpation of 
" the peace and safetie of the Three Kingdoms of 
 ' England, Scotland, and Ireland.''

The same hand has altered the word Rector, after 
Mr. Grastv's name in the Register, and in its place 
written Intruder !

The register is full of interesting entries for any 
one who cares for such things, but there are none 
that lend themselves to extracting for a paper of 
this type.

CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS.

The churchwardens' accounts, unfortunately, 
only begin in 1763, so that we cannot learn much 
from them as to any alteration in the structure of 
the church.

The first entry, under date 1766, refers to the 
rebuilding of the vestry in a " decent and con-
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" venient manner," and the " erecting of a chimney 
" in the same," but we do not gather any definite 
particulars as to its position. It was probably in 
this connection that we find, in the following year, 
the items 

By cash paid for carting 77 loads of stone from £ s. d.
Irby Hill, at 25. --------- 7 14 o

By ditto, for carting 4 loads of stone from
Bidston Hill, at 35. -------- o 12 o

By cash paid for carting a load of timber from
the Rock House to Woodchurch ----040 

By cash paid the masons on ace' of work done
at the vestry and school ------1420

In 1770, a special church tax was levied, towards 
" cieling the church."

In 1776, a terrible storm must have raged in 
this neighbourhood, though we can find no record 
of it in the annals of Liverpool. Under this date 
occur the following entries.

By cash for 1000 slates, for repairing ye church s. d.
after the late storm --------- 16 o

By do. for carriage of do. from Woodside to
Woodchurch ----------- 40

N.B. We being necessitated to fetch them from Liverpool, 
occassioned by the general scarcity.

A number of the usual historical allusions occur, 
such as  

Mar. 4, 1763. Paid for ringing on the birth of a s. d.
prince ----------- 36

1782. By cash on the Ringers, on hearing of
Rodney defeating ye French - - - - 60 

1798. Cash for ringing for the defeat of the
French Fleet at the Nile by Admiral
Nelson ----------- 50

The numerous and varied duties that devolved 
upon the churchwardens 100 years ago is well 
shown in the curious entries one meets with, 
such as 

£ »  d. 
Paid for 12 kites' heads --,,.-020
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o 12 
o 16

ii 
i 
i

Paid to the Knocktorum folk for a bitch £ s. d. 
fox ---------..-

Paid for sparrows and their eggs - - -
Paid to the boys for warning the sparrows
By cash spent on a strange Minister - 

1769. By cash spent on Israel Unsworth, sing 
ing mester, and his singers, when they 
performed an anthem in this church

By cash for reeds and repair the bassoon
1790. Spent on the singers from St. John's

(Chester) ---------
Spent on a dinner on the 5th Nov. -
Spent on a dinner at Easter - - - -

We may conclude these extracts with the follow 
ing curious entry, under date 1794, when it was 
resolved, in full vestry, "that the fee for the duties 
" of clerk and sexton be fixed at 5 guineas, in lieu 
" of the usual mode of collecting sixpence and six 
" eggs for every plow, and one penny and three 
" egos f° r every cottage."

FIELD NAMES.

The field names of Woodchurch township are 
not specially interesting. Fleet Croft is probably 
explained by an entry in the register, which, under 
date 1757, records the death of Henry Fleet p" 
Upton. Orret's Meadow is probably also 
from a man's name Orret or Orred not being an 
uncommon name in the district. Heath Hey takes 
our mind back to the time when a good deal of the 
land was uncultivated ; and the names Town Field, 
Town Meadow, Accars. Ash Alland, 13 to the time 
when the tenants cultivated their land together in 
the common or town fields. Pigeon Croft probably 
refers to a dove cote or columbarium, which may 
have been a right of the rectors. Sherrey Brow, 
the name of the field through which one approaches 
the village when walking from Knocktorum. is still

'.5 Accars = the acres or town arable fields. 
Alland = half land or arable strip.

M
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unexplained, and lies awaiting the labours of some 
skilled philologist.

It is at the lower end of Sherrey Brow at the 
bottom of what, in Cheshire, is called a " lache "  
that the rushes used to be gathered, and the 
tussocks of grass cut, which were the forerunners 
of carpets and hassocks in the parish church. 
The festivities attending the rush bearing were 
famous occasions, when a large quantity of liquor, 
more or less alcoholic, was consumed, mainly at 
the expense of the church rates.

This marshy hollow is evidently the point at 
which a stream, running from close to the church, 
originally joined the Fender brook.

PLACE NAMES.

Landican is one of the most interesting place- 
name problems in Wirral. Domesday Book has it 
Landechene, but as the ch of Domesday Book is 
always the equivalent for our k, (e.g. Chenth for 
Kent, Chenuvelsie for Knowsley, Chenoterie for 
Knocktorum), we have practically definite evidence 
that the word as we have it now is identical with 
its form at Domesday Book times. Most philolo 
gists have been content to interpret it as the British 
Llan, making the second half of the word stand for 
the name of some unknown British saint ; but Mr. 
Harrison writes, in his Liverpool and District Place 
Names--''I think we have here, instead of the 
" Welsh Llan, its Gaelic equivalent Lann, whose 
" plural is Lanndaichean, which might explain the 
" whole word." Landican may have had the 
primary meaning of " the enclosure," or the later 
signification of " the churches."

Of the name Woodchurch itself, Mr. Harrison 
writes " I should suggest, ' the church by the 
" wood.' "
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THE CHURCH.

The church is a low building, and of a late 
rectilinear character, though the north wall is 
probably Norman and the tower is fourteenth 
century, with a later casing. The tower, which is 
at the western end, has a plain battlement; the 
belfry windows are of three lights of decorated 
work ; above and beneath them are external string 
courses. On the west side, below the string course, 
is a three-light window over a plain door, the latter 
considerably below the present level of the church 
yard. At the north-west and south-west corners 
of the tower are two remarkable buttresses, no 
doubt late additions, projecting far out from the 
tower, and graduated almost up to the top. Built 
into the south-west buttress is a stone with the 
inscription 

s

s
the two 
a rather

This probably stands for Nathaniel Leene'8 and 
George Urmston, Churchwardens, while 1675 
doubtless the date of the building of 
buttresses. At the south-east corner 
curious stair turret of square form.

The south porch is large and of late date ; in 
each wall is a small quatrefoil light, in which have 
been recently placed some scraps of mediaeval glass 
collected from the windows of the church.' 4 In one 
of these there are the letters E. P., joined by a

: 7 A difficulty in the way of their identification is that, in the Register, 
neither of these men appear as Churchwardens in 1675, though George 
Urmston was so in 1676. Nathaniel Leene was, however, living in 
Woodchurch at the time, and was the leading inhabitant.

'4 We are indebted to J Paul Ry lands, F.S.A , for the notes on the 
heraldic glass.

M 2
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girdle twisted into two loops above and terminating 
in a pair of ring-ornaments below. These letters 
are of the Tudor period, and the initials may be 
those of Ellen, the wife of Miles Pemberton, whose 
tombstone was to be seen in one of the aisles of the 
church, at the end of the sixteenth century.' 5 Other 
fragments of glass, somewhat damaged, display 
impaled arms on a plain heater-shaped shield. This 
shield has evidently been accidentally reversed by 
the glazier who fixed it in the porch window, but 
there is no difficulty in identifying the coat now, on 
the sinister side, as that of the Fouleshurst family, 
although the chief is wanting ; and from some 
church notes, taken in the year 1595, preserved in 
Harl. MS. 2151, already referred to, and printed in 
the Cheshire. Sheaf, third series, vol. iii, p. 28, we 
learn that, before it was broken, this shield bore the 
arms of Fouleshurst Gules, fretty Or, on a chief 
Argent, two mullets Sable pierced of the third, im 
paling arms attributed to a family named Blymhill, 
Ermine, three mascles in fesse Gules. 16 Over the 
entrance to the porch is a niche, with canopy and 
groining under it. It may, perhaps, not be out of 
place here to record the fact that the raised cross, 
cut in the back of the niche, was added during the 
restoration of the church in order to typify its 
dedication, viz., to the Holy Cross.

15 Harl. MS., 2151.
16 This last.mentioned coat is stated to have been borne by Sir William 

de Blymhill, knight, and is placed under the Hundred of Macclesfield, in 
a manuscript of Cheshire and Lancashire Arms, called Davies' Heraldry, 
which was apparently compiled in the year 1629. The same coat is given 
as that of Blonhill or Blymhall, and a similar coat, but with the mascles 
arranged two and one, is attributed to Blumhill, co. Chester, by Papworth, 
in his Ordinary of British Armorials, p. 974. The place called Blymhill is 
a parish in Staffordshire. No record of the marriage of a Fouleshurst 
and a Blymhill has been found, but the coat of the three mascles on an 
ermine field appears in the third quarter of the arms of Fouleshurst of 
Crewe, recorded at the Visitation of Cheshire in 1580. (Harl. MS. 1424, 
printed in vol. xviii of the publications of The Harleian Society, p. 102), 
This fact, and the appearance of the impaled shield in the old glass at 
Woodchurch, is strong evidence in favour of such a marriage having 
taken place.
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The south aisle is very late perpendicular, 
possibly as late as the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
At the east end, in the south wall, is a plain piscina. 
The arcading, between the aisle and the nave, con 
sists of four low-pointed arches on octagonal piers.

The roof of the nave is of good open timbers, 
with collars; and the north wall, which, as stated 
above, is probably all that remains of the Norman 
church, is pierced by four square-headed windows.

The chancel is long and low, and inclines very 
distinctly to the north, giving the interior of the 
church a crooked appearance. On the north side 
is a single lancet window of early Norman work, so 
early in its form that the late Mr. Edward Cox 
maintained that it was probably pre-Conquest. 
Over this window the remains of the head of a 
wheel cross are to be seen built into the wall. 
On the same side is a chapel of late date, now 
used as an organ chamber. In the chancel are 
four finely carved oak bench-ends.

The north wall of the nave is supported externally 
by four clumsy looking buttresses. Halfway along, 
between the second and third buttress, is a plain 
round-headed doorway built up, the arch of which 
cuts into the corner of one of the windows.

As a rule, it will be found that where a church 
has only one aisle, that aisle is on the north side of 
the nave. At Woodchurch, however, this rule does 
not hold, and the aisle is found on the south side.

The font is octagonal, with four shields bearing 
four of the emblems of the Passion. In the 
tower is a ring of six modern bells, by Mears and 
Stainbank.

On the floor as one enters the church in such 
a position that within a few years they will be 
worn bevond recognition are some interesting 
mediaeval encaustic tiles, with the conventional 
vine-leaf pattern. These were discovered during
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the restoration of the church, and at that time 
placed in this eminently unsuitable position. It is 
greatly to be hoped that they will be rescued ere it 
is too late.

THE CHURCH PLATE.

There is an interesting old silver chalice, 
round the rim of which is the inscription : "The 
'' Comunion Cupp of Woodchurche, William Balle 
" Thomas Couentrie Churchewardens, 1625." The 
dimensions are as follows: Total height, 7^ 
inches ; depth of bowl, 4 inches ; diameter, 3$ 
inches; diameter of foot, 35 inches; the bowl 
tapers slightly towards the bottom.

THE CHURCHYARD.

In the churchyard, on the west of the path 
leading to the south porch, is the head ol a stone 
cross, showing part of the figure of Christ. It is 
very much worn, however, and is mounted on three 
steps of local red sandstone. This cross was 
brought from Auray, in Brittany, by Mr. Edward 
Rae, and presented to the Rector, in 1879.

The stem of the old churchyard cross (or the 
pillar of the sundial which took its place) still 
stands surmounting the three old steps, a little to 
the south-east of the porch. The whole structure 
is of Storeton or Bidston yellow sandstone. In 
1887, however, a modern cross-head, in red sand 
stone, was placed on the old stem, and the following 
inscriptions, carved partly on the modern head and 
partly on the ancient pillar, viz. : " 1887. To the
 ' Glory of God ^ this cross is dedicated to commemorate 
" the Jubilee year of the reign of H.M. Victoria our
 ' Queen. I used to tell the hours of the life thatpasseth
 ' away, but now I point to that which is eternal."^

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS.

The following are some of the more noticeable 
inscriptions in the churchyard : .
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In memory of I William Alfred Tattersall | M.A. | Vicar of 
Oxton | went to his rest on Good Friday | April nth, 1884, 
aged 54 years.

In memory of | William Porter | of Thingwall Hall | who 
died 5th Septr, 1892, aged 75 | also of Mary his wife | who died 
25 June, 1898, aged 81 years.

In peace | Elizabeth King | September 10, 1887 | aged 81 
years | Blessed are the pure in heart.

Vincent Ashfield King fell asleep in Christ | October i, 
1882 | aged 72 years | Work while it is day.

John Ralph Shaw | born 28th Sep., 1811 I entered into rest | 
14th April, 1884 | also | Fanny Harriet Shaw | wife of the 
above | born 23rd March, 1816 | died 21 June, 1887.

In loving memory | of | Fanny Egle | child of | W. Otho. N. 
& Odette Shaw | born 6th Jan., died 31*' Aug. 1888.

In memory of | William Frederick Nicholson | died 
December 25, 1841 | aged 3 months | Louisa Nicholson | died 
February 21, 1852 | aged 13 years | Ada Courtenay Nicholson | 
died September 7, 1864 | aged 15 years I the tenderly beloved 
children | of | John Ralph & Fanny H. Shaw of | Arrowe. | 
Also their youngest son | Duncan Alfred Michael Leigh Shaw 

| born July 2, 1857, died Dec. 4, 1899.
The Burial place of John Ralph Shaw | of | Arrowe | 

and of | William Otho Nicholson Shaw | of | Arrowe.
At the north-east corner of the chancel, close to 

the vestry, is the following :  
Philip Raulin Robin, M.A., born Nov. 3, 1814, died Aug. 

25th , 1897. Curate of Woodchurch 1853 to 1861 ; Rector 
1861 to 1897.

At the east end of the churchyard, opposite 
the east window, are three flagstones of the Pealin 
family ; one of them records, " William Pealin 
" died 5 June 1901, set. 91, 56 years Parish 
" Clerk of Woodchurch."

INSCRIPTIONS IN

At west end of south aisle
THE CHURCH.

a window of three
lights-

Giving thanks to God for the 
precious memory of George King 
Who died March 7 th 1862 aged 81 
years and Cathrine his daughter 
who died Febrv 12th 1878 aged 58 
years this window is dedicated.
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At south aisle, west of porch, is one window of 
three lights 

(1) In memory of Sinckler Porter who died
(2) in Paris 1844 aged 32 also of Mary Frances
(3) Porter, who died at Naples, 1873 aged 24.

To east of porch, in south aisle, are three win 
dows, each three lights. That to the west (A). 
middle (B), eastern (c) 

(A) ^Joshua King rector of | Woodchurch, died 15 February 
1861 | »J<This window is dedicated to the j Honour of God and 
in memory | of a beloved uncle | by Vincent Ashfield King 
and Ellen Goodwin.' 8

(B) Has under it a brass plate 
In memory of Hamilton Georgiana wife of the Rev. Jofhua 

King ; | a woman of an humble piety, rich in good works, who, 
after having founded and procured the endowment of the 
Girls' School in this parish, departed this life on the 3rd 
October, 1849, aged 62 years. ^

(c) In holy remembrance of his beloved dead this window 
is dedicated | by John Ralph Shaw of Arrow 1881.

Under western light is a piscina.
At east end of south aisle, a window of four lights.
The north light has Catherinas Georgii King | conjugis quae 

confopita est [ xxvi to Maii A : s : MDCCCXLV'° | A : JET : LXIX . *9
Next light Lucerna pedibus meis verbum | tuum et lumen 

semitis meis.
The third Dedit mare mortuos, qui | in eo erant.
The fourth Georgii Smith King qui | confopitus est quinto 

| Decembris A : s : MDCCCXLIV<° | A : JE : xxxndo . 2"

On east wall of south aisle  
Sacred | to the memory of j George William Ziegler, | o 

Landican, | who departed this life | on the 3 I st of March, 1899 i 
aged 37 years. | This Tablet is erected by his | friends and 
fellow-agriculturalists | as a lasting mark of the deep regard 
and esteem in which they held him, | and of their appreciation 
of his services . to the cause of agriculture in Wirral.

18 In upper part of this window are two shields, viz., (i) Sa. on a chevron 
arg. three escallops of the first [King]. (2) The same coat, impaling per pale 
az. and gules, three eagles displayed argent [Cooke ?],

19 Arms King, impaling sa. a fess engrailed between three fiews-de-lys 
arg. [Marston ?].

«o Arms. King, impaling per fess gtt. &  arg. three lioncels rampant counter- 
changed within a bordiire ermine.
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On a brass plate upon oak eagle lectern 
This lectern was presented by the parishioners to | Wood- 

church Parish church in commemoration of the | diamond 
jubilee of her most gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, June 
22d 1897. | Rev. Canon Robin, M.A., Rector. |

Messrs. Wm. Johnson and J. Lee, Wardens.

On north wall of nave three windows of three 
lights and one of one. The easternmost is dia 
pered. No inscription. Between it and next 
window are two mural tablets of white marble 
mounted upon slate. The first, to George Ball of 
Irby, gentleman, is as follows :  

Sacred to the Memory of | GEORGE BALL of IRBY Gentle 
man | who departed this Life | on the I st February, 1777, 
aged 54 | and of | CATHERINE WELLER BALL Spinfter | who 
died on the i8th Day of July 1787, | Aged 29.

The second is  
SACRED | to the memory of | M r Thomas Davis Junr late of 

Grange House | who died Decr 8 th 1847 | aged 58 years. This 
monument | was erected by his affectionate widow, | as a grate 
ful memorial, who bequeathed I in compliance with her late 
husband's | wishes, £100 towards the endowment | of the girls 
school at Woodchurch. | Also of Ann, wife of the above, | who 
died January 28th 1875, | aged 85 years.

. The next window of three lights has 
F. H. s. | to the glory of God | 1877

Between above and next window is a white marble 
tablet mounted on slate  

In memory of | Anne | the beloved wife of | Edward Spencer 
Harrison Esqr | of Barnston, j who died the 25th of June 1835 i 
aged 29 years.

The next window is diapered only, and between 
it and a narrow window is a similar tablet, viz. 

SACRED | to the memory of | Elizabeth, wife of Robert Elli- 
son of Woodchurch, | who departed this life August 2nd , 
1851, aged 68 years. ALSO | the above Robert Ellison, | who 
departed this life Octr 15 th , 1861, I aged 76 years. | Alsoourdear 
mother Jane Buggelm | the undermentioned daughter of the 
above : Robert and Elizabeth Ellison, who departed | this life
Feb? 27 th 1892, aged 69 years, 
by | an only daughter.

A tribute of affection erected
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Next window is narrow. No inscription.
In the tower, the west window has no inscription. 

Under it is an arched door, reached by one step 
down ; now walled up.

Facing the south door, over the arches, is a stone 
let into the wall.

I H 1584 R T

To the north of the window at the west end of 
the south aisle, are two old wooden double-shelved 
brackets, bearing in quaint letters these inscrip 
tions :  

25 (?)
THE : GVIFT 

OF . M R : THO : CLEAVE 
CITIZEN : OF I LONDON 

ANO DO : 1641

THE

GIFT . OF . RICHARD 

SHERLOCK DOCTER IN 
DIVINITY RECTOR OF WINWICK 

APRIL ANO. DO. 1670

These brackets are still used for the bread doles.

CHANCEL.

There is a screen, inscribed " Praise God in his 
" sanctuary Psalm cl" ; and a low step, on edge of 
which is, on tiles let in, " >J< Exalt ye the lord our 
" god and worship at his footstool for he is holy."

Brass plate in centre of floor of chancel  
Here lieth interr'd the Remains of the | children of Thomas 

and Ann Place |
viz. Richard ) ( 6 th July, 1766. 

Mary [ ob< \ :6th Jan?, 1768. 
William ) ( 2 I st April, 1769. 

Allso Ann the wife of Thos I Place and Mother of the above
obt: Thos Place departedth' 19th of April 1779 Aged 42 years 
this life the 14th of | March 1791 Aged 52 years.

On the south side of chancel are three windows ; 
the first has no inscription, the second bears the 
inscription  

To the honour of God and the memory | of A. E. Hegan 
1848 This window is | dedicated by her husband and children.
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The next is a small window in a recess, without 
inscription.

To right of altar a flat gravestone, inscribed  
WILLIAM HUGHES (VJLERK 

A M
died march ye eighteenth 177 [5]

Aged 58
Margaret Hughes 

October 12th
1802 

Aged 76

Above it is a white marble tablet  
Sacred to the memory of | MARGARET, | daughter of the 

reverend Richard Smith, and relict | of the Reverend William 
Hughes | she lived LXXVI years, and died October xnth MDCCCII 

| .... This tribute of unbounded love and gratitude | was 
erected by her great niece Margaret King. | Also | MARGARET 
KING | daughter of the late Revd Bryan King and Ellen his 
wife | who departed this life January xnth MDCCCLXV | aged 
LXXXII years.

Upon the altar step, at north end  
Bryan King Rector

The step is fronted with tiles bearing the legend,
ffc " If a man love me he will keep my words." 

To north of altar is a flat marble stone  
GEORGE SMITH CLERK j LLB | died February ye eleventh 

1775 | aged 42. | Those in commemoration of whom the 
Tablets | were erected on each side of the Altar | lie interred in 
the Family Vault underneath | as well as | CATHERINE, the 
wife of GEORGE KING Esqrc I Also HAMILTON GEORGIANA, wife 
of the | Rev. J. KING M.A. Rector of Woodchurch.

Above this is an oblong white marble tablet, 
mounted upon slate  

Sacred to the memory | of the Rev. BRYAN KING Rector of 
Woodchurch whose usefull & benevolent mortal career termi 
nated on the 17 th Sep< 1820 j in the 74th year of his age and 
28th of his incumbency. | Also BRYAN KING SON of the Revd Brn 
and ELLEN who died j universally beloved and regretted on the 
15th Novr 1822 | in the 2gth year of his age | Also ELLEN KING 
the sole patroness of the rectory of this parish church of Wood- 
church and relict of Bryan King, died on the 2i st of September 
1833 | in the 86 th year of her age [ . . . .
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The east window of three bays  
Deo Ecclesiseque hanc fenestram humiliter dedicavit 

Georgius Smith King. A.D. mdcccxliv.

On south wall  
Sacred to the memory of | John Robin, | who departed this 

life ii' 1' June mdccclv aged Ixxxi years also, Mary, wife of 
John Robin, | and daughter of the late Revd Bryan and Ellen 
King, who departed this life j xviii October mdccclxiv, | aged 
Ixxx years.

VESTRY.

Old bench, carved, and three old chairs ; on one 
is painted,

The Wirral Sympathetic Society | Instituted January 28th | 
AD 1804 1 Rob' Peacock President I Peter Lowel

On a board is the following :  
For the | further endowment | of the girls' school | the late 

M rs King accumulated £60 \ her niece Miss Tanqueray gave 
£-20 \ her niece Miss Ann Tanqueray £20.

These sums together with | a legacy of £100 \ bequeathed 
by the late | Thomas Davies were expended in the erection | 
of a house for the Teacher.

A large board, with a number of names of pro 
prietors, tenants, their pews and sittings. Much 
of this quite illegible.

On another board is :  
In the year 1840 the Rev. Joshua King, M.A. | Rector of 

Woodchurch, raised upon the walls of the free | school a Room 
for a girls school at a cost of ^"124 12   an application was 
then made to all the landed proprietors to endow the school | 
the contributors were  

John Wilson Patten Esqr M.P. . . . £25
John W. Lyon Winder Esqr .... 20
C. I1 Maxwell Goodwin ...... 20
Joseph Hegan Esqr ....... 20
Capt" Baskervylle Glegg ..... $
Edwd Spencer Harrison Esqr .... $
Thomas Brocklebank Esqr .... 5

£100 
With this sum and the £20 formerly left by Mr. John Booth

ii An Upton society now nearly defunct.
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(the Rector | making up the deficiency) a field in Newton cum 
Larton called the Carr meadows containing two acres one 
rood and thirty four perches, was purchased in 1843 for^"i35, | 
the expence of the conveyance out of chancery being £56 .6.5, 
in addition of (sic) which | sum Mr. Edwin J. Kent the solicitor 
liberally gave up the whole of his bill amounting to ^16.6.5 | 
for the benefit of the charity. The field is now let on lease at 
£8 p annum and is vested in | trustees, the proceeds to be appro 
priated as follows, viz. ^5 a year towards the mistresses salary | 
£i yearly to be expended in bread for the poor according to 
Mr John Booths bequest; and the | residue in providing clothing, 
or purchasing useful articles or books as prizes or rewards | for 
the proficiency and good conduct of the girls educated in the 
said school. The whole of | the landed proprietors, including 
two gentlemen who had no property in the parish contributed 
towards this benevolent purpose ..... £100 o o 

The Rector contributed . . . . . 179 12 o 
The Rector and his nephew George Smith King Esqr also 
expended | in 1844 in restoring and decorating the church, and 
putting ancient stained | glass in the windows the sum of . .

^318. 19 . 4

Inscription in north chapel behind the organ  
A memorial of thofe who have been benefactors to ye | 

parifh of Wood-church | the Revd Thos Green late Rector 
of Wood-church | gave and bequeath'd to yc poor of yc 
parifh of Wood-church | ye fum of fifty pound, for a Stock 
to be laid out upon good | Security at intereft by the Rector 
thereof for the time [ being with the approbation of his 
nephew Parnell & his heirs | and the intereft thereof to be 
laid out in bread to be diftribu ted every Sunday to the 
poor of the said parifh, as yc fame | has been diltributed £ 
in his lifetime Ob: lanv: the 17th : 1746. | ..... 50

N.B.: The faid fum of fifty pound, together with ten 
pound left by | Henry Hayes born in Landican, 1680. | . 10

And five pound left by Thos Gill of yc parifh of Wood- 
church | were laid out in purchafmg the ditch-field in the 
parifh of | Overchurch the 15 th of march 1752, for the ufe 
of the poor of Wood-church parifh for ever | . . . . 5 

John Wittle & John King Churchwardens,

On the wall of this chapel are hung two wooden 
tablets, probably painted by Randle Holme. The 
first is inscribed : 

Vnder neath (sic) lieth Interred the Body of William Hock- 
enhull | Gen : eldest son to George Hockenhull of Prenton
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Efqr | by Mary his wife Eldest daughter of George Leicester | 
of Toft in the County of Chester Efqr : The said William | had 
to wife Barbara daughter & coheir of Richard Mafsey | of Sale 
in ye said county of Chester Efqr (who lineally was Defcended 
from yc Ancient Familey of Mafsey baron of Dun- ham-Mafsey 
in the said County) by whom he had 2 daughtz | Mary & Anne : 
And lohn born after ye Fathers death | He died . xxvm . day of 
December Ano : 1698 . in the 40 [? ] year of | his age.

Above the inscriptions is a shield of arms, between 
two crests, and below each crest is a scroll and an 
arched ornament. The arms are quarterly ist, 
Argent, an ass' head erased Sable; in chief a crescent 
for difference [Hockenhull of Prenton]; 2nd, Ermine, 
on a bend cotised Gules, three crescents Or [Huxley]; 
3rd, Sable, three crescents Argent [Gleave] ; 4th, Ar 
gent, on a bend Sable three spear-heads of the first 
[Prenton]. An escutcheon of pretence : Quarterly 
ist and 4th, Argent, a chevron between three lozenges 
Sable [Massey of Sale] ; 2nd and 3rd, Gules, a chev 
ron between three lozenges Or [Massey ?]. The 
crest on the dexter side is, A stag's head couped 
Argent, attired Or, pierced through the neck with an 
arrow fessewise proper flighted Or [Hockenhull]. The 
crest on the sinister side is, Out of a coronet Or a 
bull's head Sable, armed Gold.

The second wooden tablet is inscribed :   
Here lyeth ye Body of Mary Eldest daur : of Geo : Leicester 

of Toft Esqr & wife to Geo: Hocknell of j Prenton Esqr by 
whome he had jssue 10 children : | whereof 3 sones Will: Geo: 
& Rafe & 3 daughters Anne, Mary & Dorothy survived her. 
She died | 27 of December i68i: jn ye 37 yeare of her Age. I

Above the inscription is a shield of arms, between 
two crests, and above each crest is a skull and 
cross-bones. The arms are quarterly ist and 4th, 
Argent, an ass' head erased Sable [Hockenhull]; 2nd, 
Sable, three crescents Argent [Gleave]; 3rd, Argent, 
on a bend Sable three spear-heads of the first [Prenton]; 
impaling quarterly of eight, ist and 8th, Azure, a 
fesse Gules, fretty Or, between three fleurs-de-lys of the
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last [Leycester of Toft] ; 2nd, Sable, a stag lodged 
Argent [Dowries] ; 3rd, Argent, two chevrons Gules, 
on a canton of the last a cross-croslet fitche Or [Mob- 
berley]; 4th, Argent, a chevron between three text T's 
Sable [Toft]; 5th, Argent, three boars' heads erect 
and erased Sable, in chief a crescent of the last for 
difference [Booth]; 6th, Argent, fretty Sable, a label 
of three points Or [Harrington] ; 7th, Azure, a fesse 
Gules, between three fleurs-de-lys Or [Leycester of 
Tabley]. The crest on the dexter side is A stag's 
head A rgent, erased and attired Or, holding in the mouth 
an arrow bendwise Gold, flighted Silver [Hockenhull] . 
The crest on the sinister side is A stag tnppant 
per pale Or and Gules, attired of the last [Leycester]. 
The stag should have in its mouth an acorn slipped 
and leaved proper, but this is omitted.

North chapel west wall is a wooden tablet 
Mrs. Duke of the City of Chester gave | and Be 

queathed unto the Poor of the | Township of Woodchurch 
Ten pounds | the Interest of which is to be distribut ] ed 
amongst four Belonging to the said | Township every 
Good friday at the discre | tion of the Minister for the £ 
time being forever .............. 10

Mr. John Booth of Prenton gave and Be j queathed 
unto the Minister and Churchwardens | of the Parish 
of Woodchurch for the time being | twenty pounds the 
interest of which is to be laid out in | bread and distri 
buted amongst the poor of the said | Parish every Lord's 
day at the discretion of the Mini | ster and Church- £ 
wardens for the time being for ever. ........ 20

Thomas Woodfine and lohn Coley Churchwardens, 1792.

On another wooden board is the following :  
Catalogue Mecaenatum, or a memorial of thofe that have 

been Encoura | gers of learning, and Benefactors to the Parifti 
of Wood | church, 1683.

James Godyker of Barnfton in the Parifh of 
Woodchurch died in | the year of our Lord 1525 left 
20 Marks to buy 20 Yoke of Bullocks, | which were 
afterwards by the order of the Commiffioners of Pious 

I ufes, converted into Cows and given to the poor of £ s, d. 
the faid Parifh ; ............. 13 6 8
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Every Parifhioner that had a Cow or Cows, paying yearly for 
each Cow to the Overfeers the sum of 2 s 8d every friday 
before Whitfunday | which faid hire of the Cows, was hence 
forward, as a flock to the benefit of the poor for ever. And 
there are at this time 92 Cows in the Parifh.

Francis Smith of Penfby, died in the year 1628, 
left 40"* to the poor of the Parifh of Wood-Church, 
the Intered whereof, yearly, to be diflributed on good £ s. d. 

| friday amongst the poor for ever. ......200

Thomas Gleave, of the City of London, Alderman, 
died in the year 1645, and | Left 50 Pound, to be laid 
out in land, which remains a flock for the poor for ) 
ever, the rent of which being 56s is every Lords day 
laid out in bread, and | diflributed amongfl the poor, 
as the Minifler and Church-Wardens fee occalion. . 50 o o

William Gleave, of the City of London Efq : died 
in the year 1665, and left to the | Parifh of Wood- 
Church, ^500, for the Erecting of a Free-School at 
Wood-Church, | ^"400 whereof to be laid out in land 
in free [sic] fimple at the value of £20 pr annum, | for 
the maintenance of a School-Mafler for ever. And 
the other £100 for build- | ing of a School-houfe . ,500 o o

Richard Shirlock Dr of Divinity, and Rector of 
Winwick, in his lifetime in | the year 1670, gave £"50 
to the poor of the Parifh of Wood-Church, the interefl 

| whereof to be laid out in bread & diflributed 
amongfl the poor of the faid | Parifli, every Lord's 
day, at the discretion of the Minifler and Church 
ward- | ens for ever. ............ 50 o o

Richard Adams M r of Arts, born in the Parfonage 
Houfe at Wood-Church, [ in his Life time, in the 
year 1676, purchafed & gave for ever to the Ufe of the 
free | School Lately founded, a certain Study of Books 
in Number 394 with a scrutore, the fame containing.

Richard Sherlock ; R ; of Winck ; aforefaid anno ; 
1677, gave to the townfhip of Oxon (sic} \ the place of 
his birth £50 to be laid out in Cows for the poor cf the 
faid town, paying | for every Cow yearly on S' Mark's 
day to the Treasurer the Sum of 2 s - 6d which faid | 
hire is to maintain and keep up the ftock for ever . . 50 o o

Henry Hayes, Born in Landican, Anno 1680 gave 
^"10 to be laid out in Land, the | ufe of it to be dif- 
pofed of amongft the poor of the Parifh of Wood- 
Church every | year for ever ......... 10 o 9
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Thomas Gill, of the Parifh of Wood-Church, died 
in the year 1735, and left to | the poor of the Parifh of 
Wood-Church the fum of £"5 | the Intereft thereof to 
be I diflributed amongfl the poor yearly for ever . .

Samuel Dutton ; & Peter Beck ; Church-Wardens. 1741

Here lieth ye body of Mary eldest dau: to Robt: | Leonard 
of Tervin jn com: Cestr : geii : late wife to | George Ball of 
Irby jn com : Cestr : gen : by whome he | had jsfue 5 sones & 
one dau : of wch there survived onely | 2 Geo : & [Dorothy ?] 
She died 6 day Sept 1680 aged 40 | yeares haueing bine his 
wife 8 yeares. . . [?] She was \ a pattern of obedience to 
all her sex whose life ws | wholy devoted to piety & Charity : 
her sorrowfull | father survived her [? 6 months] who gave in 
his life I time /"io : to y<= [? pore] of [? Erby] ye jnterest 
thereof to be dispos | ed on S' [? Thos] day by [?] Ball & his 
heirs for Ever.

At the west end of the nave and on either side of 
the tower are two tablets of fine red sandstone, 
arranged in double columns, giving the names of 
the Rectors of Woodchurch. That on the south 
contains : 

RECTORS OP

1286 Ralph de Caldwell.
1299 John de Tewe.
1316 Adam de Wettenhall.
1343 Adam Griffyn.
1344 Adam Griffyn. 
1346 Richard Griffyn. 
1349 Ranolph de Becheton.
1375 Thomas de Coppenhall.
1376 John de Tittley.
1396 Richard Bryddesmere.

WOODCHURCH.

1404 Hugh de Malpas. _ 
1418 Richard Fouleshurst, 
1418 Thomas Coppenhs 
1451 Richard Thyknes. 
1476 Thomas Smyth. 
1483 Robert Fouleshurst. 
1529 Ralph Sneyde. 
1549 William Wright. 
1570 Richard Haydock. 
1588 Richard Adams.

That on north side contains

RECTORS OF
1616 Richard Sherlock. 
1643 George Birches. 
1646 Charles Adams. 
1649 William Keys. 
1654 Samuel Grastie. 
1664 William Anderson. 
1673 Hugh Birches.

N

WOODCHURCH.

1704 Robert Janny.
1705 Thomas Green.
1747 John Crookhall.
1792 Bryan King.
1821 Joshua King.
1861 Philip Raulin Robin.
1897 Percival Carteret Robin.
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Beneath this last is a small tablet bearing this 
inscription :  

To the Glory of God
and in loving memory of

PHILIP RAWLIN ROBIN, M.A.,
Rector of this Parish 1861 to 1897.

These tablets are erected by
his wife and children.

MDCCCCI.

In the south-east corner of the south aisle is 
a tri-colour flag, saved from the ill-fated H.M.S. 
" Captain," which sank in a gale off the coast of 
Spain, and presented by Miss Shaw of Arrowe.

ADDENDA.
The following two small brasses were omitted 

from their proper position in the body of the paper. 
They are on the floor of the chancel. Our thanks 
are due to the Rector for drawing attention to the 
omission : 

17*.A.D. 1790 April i*
ELLEN KING

2 Years 3 Months.
William Son of the Revd . Bryan &

Ellen King died 27rh Decr. 1816 Aged 39.

1763.

Mary Crookhall. 
Aged 62.

In conclusion, we have to tender our grateful 
thanks to the Rev. Percival Robin, for kind as 
sistance in our researches and for many useful 
suggestions, as well as for the generous way in 
which he has always permitted access to his parish 
registers and other church papers.

L


