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THE MEDIEVAL FONTS OF THE

HUNDREDS OF WEST DERBY AND

WIRRAL.

By John IF. Ellis, M.B., l-.E.S.

Head lyth December, 1901.

( )UFi'E apart t'roni the sentiment with which one 
may regard the bowl at which generation after 

generation of the parishioners have received the 
sacrament of baptism, many of the old fonts in our 
country churches possess a special interest for the 
ecclesiologist and for the student of decorative art. 
Not onlv is the font often the only remaining struc 
tural evidence of the pre-existence of a church older 
than the one that now contains it, as is the case at 
Wallasev and Kirkbv in our own neighbourhood, but 
the ornament with which many fonts are decorated 
provides an excellent epitome of the architectural 
features of the period of its construction. Some 
fonts, too, like the miserere seats of our minster 
churches, have carved upon them some device, 
often, possibly, the outcome of the artistic tem 
perament pure and simple, without any utilitarian 
motive, but probably as often intended to teach the 
.unlettered peasant some scripture story or inculcate
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some moral precept. And though such ornament 
is often exquisite in design and workmanship, it is 
frequently otherwise. Yet the rudely carved and 
often quaint sculptures of some of the earlier fonts 
ought to be regarded with the same interest as the 
Hint-scratched bones of the river gravels of France, 
and for the same reason they each show most 
clearly the ideals and characteristics of pictorial 
and decorative art in its earlier stages. This being 
the case, it is somewhat surprising that the study 
of mediaeval fonts has attracted, comparatively, so 
little attention ; and as I have not been able to find 
in the Transactions of this or other local society 
any collected notice of Lancashire or Cheshire 
fonts, I have thought it might not be without 
interest to place upon record a brief description of 
the mediaeval fonts of the Hundreds of West Derby 
(Lancashire) and Wirral (Cheshire).

HL'NDKKU or WEST DERBY.

Selecting the topographical rather than the more 
precise but less convenient alphabetical order of 
arrangement, I propose to commence the series 
with 

\\'alton-on-thc-Hill.

The ancient font at Walton affords an excellent 
example of the vicissitudes through which many of 
these venerable objects have passed since their 
supercession, often by others whose only recom 
mendation consisted in their novelty. Turned out 
of the church in 1754, this font was for many years 
in use as a mounting-stool and seat, by the door of 
the adjacent village public-house, which position it 
occupied when Matthew Gregson called attention 
to it, somewhere about 1817. Subsequently re 
moved to the churchyard; it has been, within recent
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years, restored to its original use in the church, 
standing now beneath the tower on a modern sup 
port, consisting of a plain central and three twisted 
lateral columns, somewhat after the style of those 
beneath the celebrated Xorman font at Winchester. 
The original portion consists of a massive circular 
bowl of sandstone, having around its circumference 
six raised panels, which, together with the inter 
vening spaces, are occupied by rough (? axe-cut) 
carvings, now much obliterated by exposure to the 
weather and to the still more destructive agency of 
human hands (and feet!). The only portions of 
this sculpture that can be at all satisfactorily deter 
mined seem to represent (a) The Temptation, where 
the serpent, coiled round the tree of life, occupies 
the centre of a panel, with Adam and Eve on either 
side ; (b) a figure, with a nimbus round the head, 
seated on an ass, and preceded by another on foot 
carrying a child, apparently an unconventional 
representation of the flight into Egypt ; and (c) 
some bold floral ornament between the panels.

Height of bowl ..... 21 in.
Diameter of bowl (inside) . 22 .,
Depth ........ i^ ,,

Each panel is about 9 inches wide, and projects 
about ij in. This font is an interesting specimen 
of early Xorman workmanship, and dates probably 
from the time of Edward the Confessor, when 
" Presbyter habeat carucatum terra1 ad ecclesiam 
11 Waletone." ((rent. Mag., 1845, part ii, p. 370).

Sefton.

Standing beneath the tower arch in Sefton 
parish church is a handsome font, in excellent pre 
servation. It is of coarse sandstone, and each face 
of the octagonal bowl is occupied bv a deeply-sunk
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panel with a six-leaved ornament in high relief, 
enclosing a shield which is plain but tor a perpen 
dicular ridge which divides it vertically. The angles 
of the supporting column and of the octagonal base 
are filleted, and the heavy pyramidal oak cover bears 
on its rim the initials " K. K. : n. M. : c. w." (i.e., 
churchwardens*, together with the date 1688. In 
his article on the church (Traits. Hist. Soc., 1895), 
the Rev. G. W. Wall remarks, that at the recent 
restoration of the church the font cover bore indi 
cations of haying been gilded and coloured ; and the 
writer of an article in the Liverpool Daily Post 
(about May, 1901) informs us that the carving of the 
font itself was covered with plaster, which may well 
account for its excellent preservation.

Height from plinth . . . . 45 in.
Height of bowl . . . . . 15 ,,
Diameter of bowl (internally) 23 ,,
Depth ........ 7 .,

I am inclined to consider this font, which is of 
unusual pattern, an example of late fifteenth or 
probably early sixteenth century work.

Formby.

In a lonely spot amidst the coast sandhills, about 
bait a mile from the shore, is the burial ground of 
the ancient village of Fonnbv. The village suffered 
so much from the frequent inundations of blown 
sand, that about the middle of the eighteenth cen 
tury a site was selected some two miles inland, the 
church was rebuilt there, and the village followed it. 
A memorial chapel has been erected on or near the 
site of the older church, and on a heap of stones, 
which formed part of this older structure, is the 
bowl of an ancient font, in a dilapidated condition. 
It is of coarse sandstone, is roughly circular, and
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about two feet in diameter, and in favourable lighting 
bears traces of having been fluted perpendicularly. 
It has been perforated for drainage, but bears no 
trace of lead lining. It has the appearance and 
size of a font of the twelfth century, but I fear it is 
not possible to estimate its age with any approach 
to accuracv.

A Hear.

Another old font, in even worse condition than 
that at Formby, lies in the churchyard at Altcar, in 
company \vith the base of a cross and another font 
of the sundial pattern of the eighteenth century. 
The older one is an irregular heptagon, with one 
angle produced and grooved spoutlike, about a foot 
in diameter, and 4 or 5 inches deep. There is no 
trace of ornament, and it is not perforated for 
drainage. Its age can scarcely be decided, but it 
was most certainly in use in the wooden church 
that existed here in 1558. and which remained 
standing until superseded by a brick building in 
1746. The sundial-like font, standing close by, 
bears the initials " i. w. : T. A." and the date 1747.

Halsall.

The ancient font of the parish church of Halsall 
was probably a handsome structure, if one may 
judge from the remnants of it  part of the base of 
the bowl and the supporting pillar which have 
been built into the present modern one. The pillar is 
circular, and composed of a series of twelve engaged 
columns, with narrow intervening fillets, but without 
trace of capitals or bases. It probably dates from 
the fourteenth century.

Onnsl'irk.

In a paper on Ormskirk church (Trails. I Hit, Soc., 
1877-8), Mr. James Dixon refers to a fragment of
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what appears to have been a Norman font, inserted 
in the external wall of the eastern gable of the 
church. I have not been able to discover this frag 
ment ; and what the author of the same paper 
believes to have been the base of an E. K. font, 
which was discovered on the north side of the main 
pier of the spire, appears to have been covered up 
or destroyed during the restoration or' the church. 
The present font bears the date 1661.

A u«hton.

The mediaeval font at Aughton is still in use, and 
stands beneath the tower, which in this church 
occupies an unusual position on the north side of the 
nave. The font is of fine-grained, light-coloured 
sandstone, and consists of a capacious octagonal 
bowl with plain faces, surmounted bva battlemented 
moulding. It has experienced rough usage, for 
scarcely more than half of the battlements are 
intact. It is lead-lined and has a water drain. The 
supporting column consists of four semi-detached 
columns, with plain capitals and square-shouldered 
plain bases. The base and plinth are modern.

Height . . . . . . . 46^ in.
Height of bowl . . . . iS ,,
Diameter of bowl (outside). 31 .,

  (inside) . 19 .,
Depth ....... (ji ,.

This is an interesting example of fifteenth century 
workmanship.

Mellinsr.

It is very difficult to assign a date to the font in 
use in Melling church, though, from its sue and 
general character, it is probably pre-Reformation. 
It stands at the s.\v. corner of the nave, and
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consists of an octagonal bowl with plain faces, 
surmounted by a roil moulding, and diminishing 
below by a series of four similar mouldings. The 
stem is a portion only of the original one, a plain 
octagon, and it stands on the floor without any 
base. The font is of light-coloured sandstone, but 
has been covered with a thin coat of paint. Many 
plain-looking fonts have been found on investigation 
to be sculptured, the carving having been filled up 
with successive coats of paint or whitewash ; but 
this is not the case with the Melling font, for the 
tool marks are plainly visible.

Height from floor . . . . 30 in.
Height of bowl .... if) ,.
Diameter of bowl (outside), 30

(inside) . ->:£ ..
Depth ....... 10 ,,

Kirkby.

So long ago as 1845. attention was called to the 
very interesting font now in Kirkby church, by ^p 
notice of it in the Gentleman's Magazine, ii, pp. 370-081.10 ! 
371, by Mr. W. T. Roberts, and that gentlemaif R -"v'' 
contributed a further article on the same font to the 
Historic Society in 1854 (vide Transactions}. The 
same volume also contains a notice of the font from 
the pen of the Rev. Thomas Moore, and from these 
references we learn that previous to the incumbency 
of the Rev. Robert Cort, the font lay neglected in 
the churchyard, under the spout by the door of the 
old schoolroom, and was used by the school chil 
dren to sharpen their knives and pencils upon. It 
was removed by Mr. Cort to the bier-house, on the- 
north side of the chapel, where it was found by 
Mr. Roberts in 1845. lying among planks, ropes, 
and other gravedigger's materials, with its sculp 
ture almost effaced bv whitewash. At Mr. Roberts'
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request it was removed to the vestry, and it was 
finally cleaned and restored to its original use by 
the late incumbent, the Rev. Robert Henry Gray. 
The original base, which up to that time had been 
used as a support for a sundial in the vicarage gar 
den, was also restored to the church and to the 
ancient bowl, being connected with it at first by a 
plain cylindrical shaft, afterwards replaced, at the 
suggestion of the architect of the new church, by 
the present twisted stem. It now stands on a cir 
cular plinth at the west end of the nave.

Various opinions have been expressed with refer 
ence to the age of this font, but the preponderance 
of opinion seems to favour the idea that it is a relic 
of the Saxon church referred to in Domesdav  
" Uctredus tenebat inanerium Cherchebi."

The font is of local red sandstone, with sculpture 
in high relief. The bowl is massive, circular, with 
a series of ten arcades, formed by semicircular 
arches, which are irregular in width and height, and 
pillars with well-marked capitals and bases. The 
spandrils of the arches are occupied by ornaments 
of a floral character, which spring from the centre 
of the capitals. The bowl rests on a support 
formed of a coil of serpents, the heads of three of 
which project above the coil. The compartments 
of the arcade contain rude sculptures. Compart 
ment I. facing east in the present position of the 
font, represents the temptation of Adam, wherein 
Eve hands with her left hand the tbi bidden fruit to 
her spouse, who is receiving it with his right ; the 
position of the other hands showing that they have 
already realised the lesson learnt from their trans 
gression. Between the two figures is the tree of 
life, round which winds a serpent with a wolf-iike 
face directed towards the legendary mother of the 
human race. One may r.otice Eve's remarkable 
coiffure, for her hair hangs nearly to her feet in a
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huge coil or plait. Compartment 2. to the left, 
contains a figure who wields a huge sword in the 
right hand, while the raised left one appears to be 
directing the trespassers to depart from the garden 
of Eden. In compartment 3 stands a figure who 
grasps with both hands a staff or spear, which rests 
below in the open mouth (well toothed, be it re 
marked) of one of the serpents issuing from the 
coil that supports the bowl. The remaining seven 
compartments are each occupied by a single figure 
in priestly robes, that are believed by Mr. Roberts 
to represent the seven orders of the Saxon church : 
the mass priest or presbyter, the deacon, the sub- 
deacon, the acolyth, the exorcist, the lector, and 
the ostiary. Compartment 4 contains a figure who 
holds in the right hand an open book. In 5 the 
right hand of the figure grasps a staff or spear (for 
there appears to be a head distinct from the shaft) 
while the left holds an open book. Compartment 6 
is occupied by a crowned or mitred figure who holds 
the right hand raised, with the two fingers extended 
in the attitude of benediction ; the left hand holds 
a staff or scroll. In 7 is another crowned or mitred 
figure, holding in the right hand a long staft" (? with 
a hooked extremity) and an open book in the other. 
Beneath the figures in compartments 6 and 7 are 
two of the three serpent-heads that issue from the 
coil. Compartment 8 contains a figure holding a 
staff, and wearing on the breast a square object

f| suspended from the shoulders. In g is a figure 
holding an open book with both hands ; while the

l> figure in compartment 10 stands with the hands 
folded. The dimensions of the bowl are 

Height ........ 25 in.
Diameter (outside) .... 28 ,,

(inside) .... 19 .,
Depth ........ ii .,

F 2
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The base, which has already been referred to as 
having served as the support for a sundial, consists 
of a coil or cable similar in character to that which 
supports the bowl, but larger in diameter and more 
massive, being three feet across and nine inches in 
thickness.

Lying in the garden at Wigan Haii (the residence 
of the rector) is the decorated or perpendicular bowl 
of a font removed from Wigan parish church, 
and used successivelv as a rain-water butt and 
llovver pot. It is octagonal, of mill-stone grit, and 
has the central portion of its circumference occu 
pied by a band of quatrefoils, so arranged as to 
present a pair on each face of the font except the 
eighth, which has been left plain and rough as 
though for attachment to a wall or pier, and this 
face, and not the bottom of the basin as usual, has 
been pierced for the water drain. Another and 
larger opening has been made near the lower edge 
of one of the ornamental faces, probably at the 
time when it was in use as a rain-\vater basin.

Height ........ 12 in.
Diameter (outside) 2~ ..

(inside) . . . ji ..

Notwithstanding its experiences since its rejection 
from the church, this font is not in the dilapidated 
condition that the notice of it in Baines' Lancashire 
would lead one to expect, and with a little restora 
tion it might become a useful as well as interesting 
ornament to one of the new churches of the district. 
Even if not restored, it is worth preserving from 
the injurious influences of the weather, and I have 
suggested to the rector that room might be found 
for it in an ouc-of-the-\vav corner of the church,
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Winwick.

The bo\vi of \viiat has originally been a very 
beautiful font, but too badly damaged to be of any 
further use, was discovered beneath the floor of the 
church during the restoration in 1877. This frag 
ment now stands in the churchyard, beneath the east 
window of the church. It is octagonal, of mill 
stone grit, and each face of the octagon has once 
borne upon it four elaborately carved four-leaved 
flowers with central bosses, but these ornaments 
are so worn down as to be distinguishable only with 
difficulty. The dimensions appeal to have been 

Heighi ..... at least iz in.
Diameter (outside) . . . . 27 .,

,, (inside) . . . . 20 ,,

From the character of its ornament this font appears 
to have been a typical specimen of decorated work 
(fourteenth century).

i'ani'vL'orth (near Widncs).

During the restoration of the church at Farn- 
worth, in 1894. the font was removed from the west 
end of the north aisle to its present position at the 
west end of the nave, where it stands on a circular 
plinth. It is of local sandstone, octagonal, and 
perfectly plain, except for a roll moulding at the 
junction of the neck of the bowl with the shaft; and 
as the base is considerably less in diameter than the 
bowl, the font has a clumsy top-heavy appearance.

Height from plinth ... 41 in.
Height of bowl. . . . . I2j .,
Diameter of bowl (outside). 32 ,,

(inside) . 25 ,,
Depth ........ 10 ,,
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It seems almost impossible to estimate the age of 
this font, but the large size of its bowl would lead 
one to the belief that it is properly included in the 
mediaeval fonts of the district. The earliest record 
of Farnworth church appears to be about 1430.

Huyton.

The Transactionsj>f the Historic Society for 1873, 
contains a notice, by Mr. Henry Ecroyd Smith, of 
the interesting Saxon or early Norman font dis 
covered beneath the pavement of the tower of 
Huyton church in 1873. It is a massive circular 
font of very early workmanship, much older than 
any portion of the present church. It has been 
badly cracked in several places, but when found it 
still preserved its original lining of lead, and traces 
of the staples for the attachment of the cross-bar 
by which the cover was secured.' It has been 
mounted on a pedestal, in keeping with the original 
bowl, and now stands at the east end of the south 
aisle of the church. This interesting font is of 
local sandstone, and has sculptured, in low relief, a 
series of plain semi-circular arches, which rest on 
pillars having the small square-edged capital and 
pyramidal bases so characteristic of Saxon and 
early Norman workmanship. The compartments 
of the arcade are eleven in number, and each con 
tains a head (of a saint ?), surmounted by a rayed 
crown or nimbus, and with a curved label below, 
on which is a repetition of the rayed pattern above

' In i;.jO it was ordered by lidmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, that 
all baptismal fonts should be provided with a cover, which was to he kept 
locked, in order to preserve the water from witchcraft (proptcr sortilcgtnij. 
The earlier font covers were usually flat, fastened by an iron bar that 
passed through staples let into the rim, and secured by a padlock. Occa 
sionally the staples still remain, but more commonly the holes are seen, 
or the font has been damaged at the rim by the forcible removal of the 
cover. These early covers were gradually replaced by more elaborate 
structures, culminating in the magnificent spires of tabernacle work still 
to be met with in many of the Suffolk churches.
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the head. The heads present no individuality, and 
there are not any devices or symbols from which 
\ve can learn who they are intended to represent. 
The space between the bevelled rim and the area- 
ding is occupied by a row of circles containing 
six-petalled Mowers in low relief.

Height (including 
Height of bowl . 
Diameter of bowl

Depth ....

pedestal)

(outside) 
(inside)

JO in.

26  
19 ,,
ii .,

Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith believes that this font dates 
from the eighth or ninth century, and that it owes its 
Roman character (the areading and the six-petalled 
flowers) to the quantity of Roman altars and other 
carved work of that period which were scattered 
over the land, and which were largely copied by the 
Saxon sculptors.

Another old font stands in Huylon churchyard, 
near the entrance to the rectory garden, in use as 
a flower pot. It is of very unusual character and 
of rude execution, and possibly dates from the thir 
teenth century. It consists of a massive bowl of 
millstone grit, almost square in outline, but having 
the sides slightly convex in the middle.1 , and the 
angles produced and rounded. It is entirely with 
out ornament. The cavity of the bowl is circular, 
and the rim on one side still contains the solder for 
the attachment of a staple, the corresponding por 
tion on the opposite side being broken off. In the 
middle of one of the sides is a large smoothly bored 
hole, which has probably been made subsequent to 
its removal from the church. It stands on a short 
octagonal shaft and shallow base.
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Height ....... 31 in.
Height of bowl .... 15 ..
Sides of bowl . . . . . 2i± ..
Diameter of bowl .... i_|.i ..

The font now in u^e in Iluyton church, and 
\\-hich stands at the west end of the nave, is in 
such excellent preservation that, had it not been 
for a reference to it in a paper by Mr. F. T. Turton, 
in the Transactions of this society for 1881-2, p. 88, 
in which he states that it dates from about 1460. 
I should have considered it a tolerably recent copy 
of a fifteenth century font. It is of local sandstone, 
is lead-lined, and has a drain. The bowl is octa 
gonal, the sides narrowing downwards in a curve, 
and each face consists of a deeply-sunk panel, 
containing a quatrefoil with pointed leaves enclosing 
a plain shield. At the junction of the bowl with 
the short plain octagonal stem is a strong mould 
ing, while the base expands to about the diameter 
of the bowl by a series of mouldings of simple and 
graceful character.

Height . . . . . . . 33 in.
Height of bowl .... 14^ .,
Diameter of bowl (outside) . 30 ,,

,, ,, (inside) . 21 ,,
Depth ,. . . . . gj ,,

Roby.

In the churchyard at Roby stands an old font, 
now in use as a flower pot, that, according to the 
parish clerk of Huyton, was originally taken to 
Roby from the parish church at Prescot. The bowl 
is circular, of local red sandstone, shallow in pro 
portion to its diameter, but without the slightest 
attempt at ornament, and it stands on an equally
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plain cylindrical support without any distinct base. 
The dimensions of the bowl are 

Height ........ 15 in.
Diameter (inside) .... 23 .,

This font appears to be early in character, probably 
twelfth century, and it may possibly have once been 
sculptured, for it bears the appearance of having 
been smoothed with a chisel during comparatively 
recent times. A church existed at Prescot in the 
thirteenth century, and probably this is the original 
font of that church.

We have now concluded our survey of the Hun 
dred of West Derby, and of the fonts that have 
come under our notice, clcrcn Walton. Form by, 
Halsail (in part), Aughton, Kirkby, Wigun, Win- 
wick, Roby, and Huyton (3)] certainly date from 
before the sixteenth centurv. while four [Sefton. 
Altcar, Melling, and Farmvorthl are placed in that 
category with some reservation. It will be noticed 
that certain parishes of the hundred [Childwall. 
Leigh, North Meols. Ormskirk. Warrington, and 
Liverpool] are. so far as I can ascertain, without 
any font older than the middle of the seventeenth 
century.

HUNDRED or WIRRAI..

We commence our survey of the Hundred of 
Wirral at the parish church of

Wallasey.

Standing at the loot of one ot the lower piers ot 
the modern Wallasey church is an interesting 
example of a circular tub-shaped font of early 
Norman character, which was turned out of old 
Wallasey church in 1760. into the rectory garden,
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where it remained until 1834, when it was restored 
to its original use by Dr. Byrth, the rector at that 
time. A new font was given to the church in 1856, 
a few months before the fire, and the old one was 
again relegated to the rectory garden, to be once 
more taken into the church, thirty years later, by 
Canon Gray. (Vide W. C. Ashby Pritt, Trail's. 
Hist. Soc., 1891-2). 2 It is of coarse local sand 
stone, and though very massive, has been badly 
fractured, especially about the rim, where the hasps 
for its cover-attachment have been wrenched away, 
carrving portions of the stonework with them. It 
is surrounded by a simple arcade, in low relief, of 
semi-circular arches and piers, with the square 
capitals and sloped bases characteristic of Saxon 
and early Norman workmanship. Below the rim 
is a single row of indented ornament, and the piers 
of the arcade stand on a bold cable moulding above 
the base of the bowl.

Height ........ 23 in.
Diameter (outside) .... 30 ,,

(inside) . . . . 20 ,,
Depth ........ 12 ,,

Mr. W. Ferguson Irvine (Churches of Wirral, p. 16) 
informs us that the font at Eyam, Derbyshire, so 
closely resembles this at Wallasey " that one is 
" almost tempted to believe that they were cut by 
" the same mason."

Birkenhcad.

Among the relics of Birkenhead priory (figured 
in the Transactions of this society, 1890) is a frag 
ment of what appears to have been a Norman font,

J To add to the experiences of this old font, 1 have been informed, since 
the above was written, that it has been recently mounted on a pedestal 
and placed for use in one of the new churches of the parish.
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which has been circular, with a thickened rim. and 
ornament consisting of concentric circles and seg 
ments of circles. The fragment is some 21 inches 
long by 12 inches deep. It is probably a relic of 
the original foundation, in 1150.

\VoodciiuiTli.

Though portions of the present church date from 
the twelfth century, the font, which stands beneath 
the tower, is a characteristic specimen of the fif 
teenth century. It is of light-coloured stone, 
octagonal, each face of the bowl consisting of a 
plain sunk panel. It is lead-lined and has a water 
drain. The bowl is supported at each of its angles 
by a rudely carved angel with outstretched wings, 
and the neck of the bowl is separated from the 
stem by a strong moulding. Four sides of the 
stem have shields, sculptured in high relief, bearing 
emblems of the Passion, viz., a flagellum, cross 
and crown of thorns, pincers and nail, and a mallet 
head (?), while the intervening sides have two roses, 
a fleur-de-lis, and a cross fleury. The base is 
formed by a gradual expansion of the supporting 
column.

Height . . . . . . . 49 in.
Height of bowl. .... 14.^ .,
Diameter of bowl (outside) . 24 ,.
Depth ,, .... 12 ,,

This font, the only one of the kind in the Hundred, 
scarcely deserves the praise bestowed upon it by 
Mortimer, who remarks    It is considered that 
" there arc not more than two in the kingdom of 
" greater antiquity or more exquisite design."  
(Hundred of Wirral, p. 121).
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Hebingtun.

Bebington church is considered to be, architec- 
turallv, the most interesting church in Wirral, and 
the font that is still in use, and which stands at the 
west end of the nave, is coeval with the Xorman 
work of the south wall and nave arcade. It is in 
excellent preservation, and the bowl is very unusual. 
if not unique, in its ornamentation. It is circular. 
of white stone, with a fillet below the rim, bearing 
a row of small oval depressions, and the remainder 
of the circumference occupied by six plain panels 
of unequal .size. It is not lined with lead, but has 
a water drain. The bowl is supported on a conical 
eight-sided pedestal, which is compressed by a plain 
lillet a few inches below the attachment to the bowl. 
I think it probable that this support and the octa 
gonal plinth upon which it stands, are of somewhat 
more recent date than the bowl itself.

Height from plinth . . . $g\ in
Height of bowl ..... 14^ ,,
Diameter of bowl (outside) . 26 ,.

,, ,, (inside) . 18 ..
Depth   . . . . 8  

Bromborough.

All trace of the early church at Bromborough has 
disappeared, with the exception of a few carved 
stones probably from the original Saxon building, 
which are carefully preserved. The font in use 
before the building of the present church was a 
plain shaft, with a small hollow in the top, holding 
only water enough to sprinkle with. This is now 
preserved on the rectory lawn, filled in as a sundial.
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East It am.

Standing beneath the tower of Eastham church 
is an excellent example of a font of the Norman 
period. It is of white stone, and has a massive 
circular bowl without any other ornament than 
some simple moulding. It is lined with lead and 
has a water drain, and is supported on a cylindrical 
shaft, with plain moulding round the top, middle, 
and base. This stands on a square base, which in 
turn rests on a square plinth with cut-off corners.

Height from plinth .... 44 in.
Diameter of bowl (outside) . 27 .,

(insideI . 19 .,
Depth ,, .... 9 ..

The socket holes, from whence the hasps of the 
cover-fastening have been removed, are unusually 
perfect. I heard these holes described by the 
verger to a visitor as being intended for the support 
of candles !

Stoke.

In the works of Ormerod and Mortimer only 
three of the Wirral fonts are noticed, and both 
authors refer to the one at Stoke, which is described 
by Ormerod as circular, about three feet high, and 
rather more than two feet in diameter, ornamented 
round the sides with a series of tall and narrow 
Saxon arches. (Hist. Clies/i., ii. 390). Xot having 
seen any trace of an ancient font on my visit to 
the church. I made enquiry from the vicar, the 
Rev. R. \V. Pritchard, who informed me that the 
old font was    destroyed many years ago. by some 
   workmen stupidly lighting a fire in it. while the 
" church was under repair.'
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Shotwick.

Opposite the south door of this church is a white 
washed octagonal font, which may date from almost 
any period since the thirteenth centurv. It stands 
on a circular plinth, and beyond a roll moulding at 
the base of the bowl and at the contracted portion 
of the shaft, it is devoid of ornament. It is lead- 
lined and has a drain.

Height from plinth . . . . 44 in.
Diameter of bowl (outside) . 30 ,,
Depth of bowl . . . . . 10 ,,

linrton.

At the west end of the south aisle of Burton 
church is a massive but extremely simple font, of 
very uncertain date, but resembling some Lincoln 
shire fonts of the eleventh and twelfth centuries. 
It is of local sandstone, and in shape represents 
two cylinders, the upper and smaller forming the 
bowl, the lower, which is four or five inches greater 
in diameter, standing on a circular plinth. It is 
devoid of ornament, except a double groove below 
the rim. and its surface is so well preserved that it 
would appear to have been re-cut within recent 
years. It is lead-lined and has a water drain.

Height from plinth . . 
Height of the bowl . . 
Diameter of bowl (outside)

(inside) 
Depth ,, ...

Neston.

41 in. 
i8\ ,, 
25 ,, 
18 ., 
12 ,,

Neston church still contains, though not in use. 
the font described by Mortimer in his History of 
U'iiral ; but though it appears to have been perfect 
when he saw it   in the middle of the last centurv  



Hundreds of IVcsf Derby and ]\'irral. 79

it is now broken, and a portion of the shaft is mis 
sing. It has been a handsome specimen of the 
Perpendicular period. The bowl is octagonal, each 
face having a square panel, with a deeply sunk 
quatrefoil within a circle, and the few inches of the 
shaft which remain show that each of its eight 
sides had a trefoil-headed ornament within a rect 
angular panel. The base is plain. It now stands 
by the south-east pier of the tower, in company 
with some sculptured remains of the ancient church.

Heswail.

In a corner of Heswall churchyard are preserved 
the remains of two old fonts, one of the sundial 
pattern of the eighteenth century, the other a 
massive octagonal bowl, dating probably from the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century, and quite devoid 
of ornament.

Thurstaston.

The font that was in use before the rebuilding of 
Thurstaston church is now preserved (?) in the 
tower of the old church, among grave-slabs and 
building material. It is very rude in construction, 
of fine sandstone, but has been painted. The bowl 
is an irregular-sided octagon, lead-lined, but with 
out any drain, and without the slightest trace of 
ornament. It is supported on a plain cylindrical 
shaft, which in turn rests on an octagonal base.

Height ...... about 42 in.
Height of bowl . . . . . 16 ,,
Diameter of bowl (outside) . 22  

,, (inside) . 17 ,,
Depth ,, .... 9 ,,

It is impossible to determine the age of this ugly 
specimen, and the narrowness of the bowl in pro 
portion to its height is probably an indication of its 
being post-Reformation in date.
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West Kirhy.

The ancient lont of West Kirby is now preserved 
in the museum in the old school-house adjoining 
the churchyard. It is badly damaged, having, after 
its removal from the church, been buried in the 
rectory garden, from whence it was rescued by the 
present rector. It is a plain octagon, without 
ornament, except a roll moulding at the junction of 
the bowl with the shaft, and of the latter with the 
base.

Height ........ 41 in.
Height of bowl . . . . . 12 ..
Diameter of bowl (outside) . 27 .. 

(inside) . 22 ..
It probably dates from the thirteenth or fourteenth 
century.

Our survey of Wirral is now completed. Of the 
eleven fonts which have been described, all. with the 
possible exception of Thurstaston, can. I think, be 
claimed as mediaeval ; and it may be noticed that 
out of the fifteen parishes into which the Hundred 
is divided there are only live [Ridston. Brom- 
borough. Stoke. Backford. and Overchurch. and. 
possibly Thurstaston] whose fonts are not capable 
of being classed under this head.


