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CHURCH PLATE

IX MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL

AND THE PARISH CHURCHES OF

PRESTON AND LYMM.

By' T. Stanley Ball.

Read ijth March, 1900.

I.  MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL.

D URING the reign of Henry VIII, in 1536, 
just prior to the dissolution of the religious 

houses and chantries, inventories were taken, at 
the instance of that Sovereign, of all the goods 
in the ancient churches throughout the country ; 
and from the collective returns of these \ve find 
that the Collegiate Church of Manchester then 
possessed, amongst other valuables, 124 ounces 
of silver plate an unusually large amount com 
pared with other churches in existence in the 
county.

Later, a commission was instituted by Edward 
VI, in the year 1550. and the inventory of the 
Collegiate Church goods then included no less 
than 303^ ounces of silver  a weight of plate which 
clearlv indicates the importance and opulence 
of the church of the period. This was, for the 
most part, confiscated, and, with the plate belonging
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to other churches, delivered at York on the 4th 
February. 1550-1. the official receiver reporting 
that certain    ornaments '' belonging to Manchester 
Church had been sold, realising ^8 35. 4(1.. and 
that the rest, amounting in value to £g 13.9. 4^.. 
were left there. He also reported that two 
chalices (one weighing 30} ounces and the other 
12 ounces) had been left in the possession of 
the church.

Again, in 1552, the government of Edward VI. 
for the purpose of clearing up the small remains 
of church property after the spoliations of previous 
years, and thus to replenish the coffers of the 
Sovereign, sent commissioners forth to ascertain 
what the churches possessed. The commissioners 
who prepared the inventory of the Manchester 

Sir Edmund Traftord. Sir John 
John Holcroft. and Sir Thomas 

they sat at Manchester, on 
1552. The church goods 
list of cloth of "fold and

and miscel- 
two chalices 
left with the

Church were
Atherton. Sir
Holt. Knights
the 27th September,
comprised a lengthy
other richlv-embroidered vestments
laneous possessions, as well as the
mentioned in 1550 as having been
church. It is stated in this inventory that one
of the chalices was parcel gilt. The silver was
not delivered up, but held by the church as the
king's property, to be delivered to him on demand.
Nothing is known of the ultimate disposal of these
two chalices. During Edward's reign, however,
and particularly between the years 1547 and 1553,
the authorities of parish churches, to avoid plunder
and spoliation, sold many pieces of plate ; and
frequent entries are to be found in parish records
throughout the country of the disposal of the
proceeds for the benefit of the parish.

Throughout the country, very little indeed of 
the ancient ecclesiastical plate survived these
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periodical ravages of church property ; and it is 
not surprising, therefore, that the Manchester 
vessels should meet with the general fate, 
especially as the parish was reported as a great 
and important one even at that time, and had 
less chance, therefore, of its valuables being 
overlooked.

The silver plate for sacramental use belonging 
to the cathedral, and now in existence, consists 
of no less than 22 pieces, comprising 2 chalices 
1584-5, 2 chalices 1626, 3 patens and a large 
salver 1676, a flagon 1698, a pitcher flagon i/oi, 
4 flagons and 2 patens 1708. an alms dish 1715, 
a chalice 1874, and 4 special beaker cups presented 
by Earl Kgerton of Tatton.

This collection contains, as will be seen by the 
dates of manufacture of the different pieces, 
specimens of art metal work extending over a 
period of about 2.\ centuries, and this is all the 
more interesting from the fact that in no other 
branch of the silversmith's art can we realise so 
thoroughlv the changes and development in the 
craft than in the examples of church plate left 
to us in our older parish churches; furnishing, 
as they do, reliable evidence of the difference in 
style and execution of silver utensils at separate 
periods since the Reformation. If on no higher 
ground, therefore, than that of age, these old 
examples have a claim on our regard ; but they 
have a stronger local attachment from the use 
made of them by successive generations of 
parishioners in one of the highest offices of the 
Church. There are, happily, to be found in some 
of our old country churches, ecclesiastical utensils 
which have been in actual use for close upon 
300 years, whilst the fabrics which hold them 
have been over and over again repaired and 
restored.
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CHALICES, 15(84-5.

The earliest of the vessels now in the Cathe 
dral are two chalices, alike in every detail. They 
stand 6 inches high, and bear on the bowls 
the inscription, in script lettering: '''This belongs 
" to the Collegiate Church of Manchester." The 
bowl is bell-shaped, having a diameter, at the 
rim, of 4-J inches, is perfectly plain, and rests 
upon a baluster-shaped stem, with plain moulded 
base. They bear the hall marks of the London 
assay office, viz. : leopard's head, the date letter 
Roman capital G, of the, year 1584-5, and the 
maker's initials AB (joined). These were, appa 
rently, bought at the expense of the parish. Their 
shape and date letter both indicate temp. Elizabeth, 
1584-85. Very likely they originally possessed 
covers with the usual flat button top, which served 
for patens. There was a direction concerning, I 
believe, the celebrated "Five pound" cups; that 
the cup should have " a cover which might be used 
11 for the distribution of the bread." There is a 
similar cup, of a somewhat more elegant and chaste 
design, belonging to Giggleswick, with the same 
date letter, and an inscription, running round the 
bowl, stating that the cup was made in 1585.

CHALICES, 1626.

Next in order of date are the two chalices, 
or, as they should more properly be termed, 
" Communion Cups," presented in 1626, by Mrs. 
Margaret Nugent. They are alike in every detail, 
and characteristic of the particular period of 
their manufacture of heavy make, and not at all 
graceful outlines. Manv examples of the style of 
these chalices are to be found of the early part of 
the seventeenth century. During the two previous 
centuries the chalice was, perhaps, of all others.
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the object to which the goldsmith paid most 
attention ; and the few left to us of that time are 
marvels of artistic beauty. The early part of the 
seventeenth century, however, seemed to produce 
two distinct styles of chalice cup one an 
elaborately embossed vessel, with an openwork 
cover, surmounted by a steeple ornament ; the 
other of the s'yle of the early Manchester chalices, 
severe in outline, heavy in appearance, and free 
from all embellishment, either of the art of the 
repousse worker or chaser.

The bowls are bell-shaped, with a diameter at 
the rim of 4 inches, and stand on a thick stem, 
sloping on to a moulded base at the foot. They 
are 6 inches high. On each of the bowls is 
inscribed, in script lettering: " Given to the 
" Church of Manchester, bv Margarctt Nugent, 
" Widdmce, 1626" Both 'bear the hall marks 
of the London assay office, viz. : lion passant, 
leopard's head crowned, the date letter §, of 
the vear 1625-6, and the maker's initials, C.G.

The donor of these vessels. Mrs. Margaret 
Nugent, was the daughter of Edmund Goldsmith, 
of Salford, and wife of Richard Nugent, of 
Manchester, mercer, who was Borough Reeve of 
Manchester in 1598-9, and who died 2Oth April, 
1609. Their son. Walter, who died loth March, 
1613-14, was buried in the Collegiate Church. 
With his mother, he gave two rent charges of 
£\ per annum each, derived from two houses, 
to " purchase turves for the poor of Manchester 
"for ever." The Manchester Court Leet Records 
contain particulars of Walter's will, and some 
interesting extracts from the inventory ot his 
goods. His mother, the donor of these chalices, 
died in February, 1630-1, and was also interred 
in the Collegiate Church. Her will was proved 
at Chester, on the ijth September of that year,

I
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PATENS, 1676.

These consist of three credence patens, all alike. 
They are formed of a single depression, and have 
a broad plain rim, without moulding at its edge, 
the stem being trumpet-shaped and quite plain. 
They each have a diameter of 8 inches ; and 
although the hall marks are. almost obliterated 
by that great enemy of silver, injudicious cleaning, 
there is sufficient to identify them as the London 
hall marks, viz. : the leopard's head crowned, 
lion passant, the date letter Q, in black letter 
capital, of the year 1676-7 ; but the maker's 
mark is not visible on any of the three. Each 
bears the following inscription : " This belongs 
" to the Collegiat' Church of Manchester, and 
" was bought at ye parish charge, anno Dom., 
" 1676."

ALMS DISH, 1676.

This alms dish or salver, with the three patens, 
formed the set purchased in 1676. It is quite 
plain, being formed of a single depression, and 
has a narrow moulding at the edge of the rim. 
It has a diameter of I2f inches, and stands on 
a broad trumpet-shaped foot. In the centre of 
the dish appears the same inscription as on the 
patens. It also bears, besides the usual London 
hall marks, the date letter £>, in black letter capital, 
of the year 1675-6, and the maker's mark, w.s., 
with a pellet above and below the initials. '

SMALL FLAGON. 1698.

Three examples only of silver flagons of seven 
teenth century manufacture remain in Lancashire, 
all made during the last three years of the century.

' A similar stamp occurs on a bason of ihe year 1680, in possession of 
Earl Bathurst ED.
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One. dated 1697. is at Sal ford ; one at Manchester 
Cathedral. 1698 ; and the third at Warrington, 1699. 
The flagon in the Manchester Cathedral is a massive 
one, of tankard shape, without lip, and void of any 
ornament except a moulded band round its centre. 
It stands 12 inches high, and has a diameter at its 
base of 5^ inches. It is without inscription, and 
does not bear even the name of the church to 
which it belongs. This is much to be regretted, as 
there ought to be no doubt of the actual ownership 
of a vessel of this value. The simple words 
" Manchester Cathedral " might be engraved below 
the base, and thus identify it with the church.

This flagon bears the London hall marks of the 
period, viz. : lion's head erased, the figure of Bri 
tannia, and the date letter, B, in court hand of the 
year 1697-8. It also bears the maker's initials, 
HA. surmounted by a crown and two pellets, which 
constituted the special mark of Peter Harracke. 
jun., a noted goldsmith of the time. Some of the 
splendid plate made for the great Duke of Marl- 
borough, now in the possession of Earl Spencer, 
was made by Harracke.

It will be noticed that the hall marks on this 
flagon differ from the usual and well-known marks 
of the lion passant and leopard's head crowned. 
Under the Act 8 and 9 William III. cap. 8, sec. 9, 
the standard for silver plate was raised in 1697 
above that of the coinage of the realm, in order to 
prevent the melting down of coin for the purpose 
of making plate a practice that had then become 
much in vosfue. New marks were accordinsjlv

O o .

appointed for the new standard, the figure of Bri 
tannia and a leopard's head erased, to take the place 
of the more familiar lion passant and leopard's head 
crowned. The new standard which was 8 dwts. 
per Ib. troy purer ceased to be compulsory in 1720, 
by the Act 6 Geo. I, cap. 2 ; the old standard was

I 2
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then restored, and has continued ever since. During 
this special period the manufacturers were bound to 
stamp on hall-marked plate the first two initials of 
their surname, and not the initials of both names, 
as was the case before and since the Britannia 
period.

THE PILCHER FLAGON, IJOI.

This handsome vessel is inscribed : " The gift of 
"Mrs. Mary Holbrook to the Collegiate Cliurch of 
"Manchester, 1701." It is helmet-shaped and of 
large capacity, standing 13 inches high. The bowl 
is 7 inches in diameter, with an inside depth of 
8 inches, and the base is handsomely ornamented 
by a repousse design of acanthus leaves treated 
conventionally. It has a well-modelled handle of 
quasi-classic shape, formed of a female demifigure. 
The bowl rests on a stem divided in the centre by 
a knop and sloping to a moulded base (4^ inches 
diameter) with an egg and tongue moulding round 
its edge.

This flagon is another example of the Britannia 
period of manufacture, bearing, besides the usual 
hall marks of that time, the date letter ff. in court 
hand of the year 1701-2, and the maker's initials, 
RU, with a crowned escallop below, being the dis 
tinctive mark of John Ruslem. of London, whose 
workshop was entered in the Goldsmiths' hall books 
as " att ye golden cup in Swithin Lane."

The donor of this valuable and chaste flagon, 
Mrs. Mary Holbrook, was the daughter of Richard 
Fox, of Manchester, merchant, and the wife of 
Edward Holbrook, a justice of the peace for the 
citv. a noted man in his day, and who died in 1685. 
Their daughter, Mary, was the wife of Ralph Poole, 
a linen draper of Manchester. They also had two 
sons. John of Manchester and Richard of Salford,



Manchester Cathedral. loi

clerk, who was deprived of his living by the Act of 
Uniformity, and who married Elizabeth, younger 
daughter of the Rev. Richard Heyrick, warden 
of the Collegiate Church. Mrs. Holbrook, who 
presented this vessel, died the same year as the 
presentation, her will being proved at Chester in 
1701.

FLAGONS, 1708.

These are four in number, of such an unusual 
size as to prevent their actual use, and are typical 
of the British preference for " good solid work." 
In their wav they are quite unique, few silver 
flagons of such dimensions being in existence, 
though it is common enough to find them of 
pewter or other base metal, of which Winwick 
Church possesses several. They are of tan 
kard shape, without lip and quite plain, being 
17 inches high, and having a diameter at base 
of 8J inches. In the centre of the body, within 
a circle, is the inscription, in script lettering : 
" Deo et ecclesicB Mancuniensi Sacrumanno 1708. 
" Joannes Sandiford D.D.D." They bear, in ad 
dition to the usual Britannia period marks, the 
date letter flD. in courthand, of the year 1707-8. 
and the maker's initials, LO, with a key above 
and fleur-de-lys below  the distinctive mark of 
Nathaniel Lock, a London goldsmith.

PATENS, 1708.

These, two in number, were also the gift of 
Mr. John Sandiford, and bear the same inscription 
as the four flagons presented by him. They also 
have the same hall marks and maker's mark. 
They are exactly alike, each having a diameter 
of 8 inches, and stand on a trumpet-shaped stem 
3 inches in height. These patens, to suit the
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flagons, are perfectly plain, being formed of a 
single depression, and having a narrow flat rim, 
without the usual moulding on the edge.

John Sandiforcl, the donor of these four flagons 
and two patens, was Borough Reeve of Manchester 
in 1676-7, and for many years took a prominent 
part in the municipal administration. He was, 
apparently, a man of wealth, to judge hy this 
valuable presentation to the Collegiate Church. 
He died in 1710, his will being proved at the 
Chester Probate Court that year.

ALMS DISH, 1715.

This is a large, massive, and plain dish. 16 
inches in diameter, and formed of a single hollow 
depression, with moulded edge, to a flat, broad 
rim. It bears the inscription : " The gift of Mrs. 
" Elizabeth Cartwright, \Viddow, to ye Collegiate 
' Church of Manchester. Anno Dom., 1715." 
The hall marks are so worn as not to be clearly 
decipherable, traces of the leopard's head and a 
portion of the date letter only being visible. This 
is also of the Britannia standard.

It has not been ascertained who the donor 
was, one source of information  the Court Leet 
Records not being available, as they are missing 
for a period covering the year of the presentation. 
The church registers might, however, possibly 
throw some light upon the personality of Mrs. 
Cartwright and her family.

CHALICE, 1874.

This chalice is of the usual modern ecclesiastical 
style, in imitation of the mediaeval chalices. It 
is of silver gilt, and was presented to the cathedral 
by an unknown donor, to perpetuate the memory 
of Canon Richson. It bears the hall marks of
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the London assay office for the year 1875, and 
is inscribed : "In loving memory of Charles 
" Richson. Canon of the Cathedral. Born March 
"7th, 1806. Died May I5th, 1874. 'He that 
'  believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet 
' 'shall he live : and whoso liveth and believeth 
" ' in Me shall never die.' "

BEAKER CUPS.

These cups, four in number, were, a few years 
ago, presented to the cathedral, by Earl Egerton 
of Tatton. They are alike in every detail, and 
are silver, but bear no hall marks. They are 
without handles, cover, or feet, and have a 
diameter at the bottom of 3 inches, standing 
4! inches high, and a bell lip. having a diameter 
of 3! inches. They are decorated with interlaced 
strap work, foliated, and having a bundle of arrows 
at the centre intersection of the engraved strap 
work.

As to these cups, the following appeared recently 
in the Manchester Guardian, from the pen of Canon 
Residentiary Edward L. Hicks :   '  They belonged 
'  (as their engraved inscriptions testify) to the 
" Scots Church of the Scots Factors at Campvere, 
" in the Netherlands, for which they were made in 
" 1620. This was the first church outside of 
" Scotland which had direct connection with the 
'  Mother Church at home. This Scottish Factory 
" was broken up in 1795. The beaker-shape is 
" said to be a common form of communion cup in 
" the Netherlands, and also in the north-east of 
" Scotland. This is accounted for by the consider- 
" able trade which existed for centuries between 
" Aberdeen and the Netherlands. The four cups 
" now in the Manchester Cathedral are an interest - 
" ing example of this connection."
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II. PRESTON CHURCH.

The plate belonging to the Parish Church of 
Preston consists of the following 12 articles :  

Flagon - - 1705
Small Paten - 1705
Flagon - - 1708
2 large Patens 1708

  - 1719
e>

Flagon

Flagon - - 1725
2 Chalices - 1729
Chalice - - 1785
Chalice - - 1785
Wine Strainer 1819

Previous to the year 1705 the plate of the Church 
would appear to have been of base metal. In the 
Church-book is recorded, under date 25th April, 
1659:  "The xxiv decided to provide for the 
" necessary uses of the church, minister, and 
" congregation these ornaments and materialls." 
(Inter alia). " Two silver bowles with covers, 
"weighing 34^ oz. 4 dwt., costing /g 115. zd." 
Again, in 1660, " ffyve pewter fflagons to be used 
" at the tyme of the sacrment." In 1675 it is 
recorded    ' The five pewter flagons being now by 
" use worn out they be exchanged for new ones 
" and three new plates of best pewter to be pro- 
" vided for sacrament and it is ordered that they 
" be decently and well kept for the future and not 
" lent abroad to any funera 1 ' 5 or emploied in any 
" common services." The latter part of the fore 
going throws a curious light upon the practice of 
lending church plate, and accounts for the pewter 
flagons being " by use worn out " in fifteen years.

The only other entry in the Church-books relating 
to the plate is contained under date 1696. when the 
clerk (Joseph Barnes) was allowed ^"i is. out of 
the church accounts for taking charge of the com 
munion plate. The plate here referred to could 
only, of course, be a pewter communion service, as 
there is no record of any other being in existence 
until the year 1/05, notwithstanding the decision
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of the xxiv, of the 25th April, 1659. to purchase 
" two silver bowls with covers." In any case, 
whether purchased or not, they are not now in 
existence.

FLAGON AND PATEN, 1705.

This portion of the plate is inscribed on each 
piece " The gift of the Right Hon. John, Lord 
" Gower, Baron of Stitnam, 1705."

The flagon is of the usual shape, much in vogue 
at the beginning of the eighteenth century, and 
stands inches high, and has engraved the mono 
gram IMS, surrounded by rays and surmounted with 
a cross.

The paten is 6^ inches in diameter and of plain 
pattern, the engraving being similar to that of the 
flagon. It stands on a slight foot, if inches in 
height and 2| in diameter.

The donor of this, the oldest plate in the posses 
sion of the Parish Church, was Sir John Leveson- 
Gower, fourth Baronet, a member of an ancient 
and distinguished family. He was elevated to the 
peerage as Baron Gower of Stittenham, Co. York, 
16th March, 1703, and died in 1709. He married 
Lady Catherine Manners, daughter of John, first 
Duke of Rutland, who survived him. At the time 
of the presentation of the cup, and during the Guild 
of 1702, he was resident in Preston, and held the 
office of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. 
He is described in the Roll of Inn Burgesses as 
" Rt. Hon. Sir John Levison Gower. Bt., Chan- 
'  cellor of the County Palatine and Duchy of 
' ; Lancaster." He was appointed to that office in 
the first year of the reign of Queen Anne, on the 
1 2th May, 1702, and held the position until the 
loth June, 1706. Although the duties appertaining 
to the office of Chancellor are now merely nominal, 
they were not always so. At the time of Baron
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Gower being Chancellor, he sat as Judge of the 
Lancaster Duchy Court, held at Westminster, a 
branch of which was held at Preston, and called 
the Court of the County Palatine of Lancaster, for 
the trial of any causes relating to the revenue of 
the Duchy. At this period Preston, besides being 
the centre of the legal business of the county, and 
the place where the county business was then, as 
now, transacted, was the residence of many families 
of note, who had " Town-houses." Amongst these 
may be mentioned Sir Christopher Greenfield, 
James, Duke of Hamilton, The Earl of Derby, Sir 
Thos. Stanley, Bart., Nicholas Starkie, Attorney 
General for the County, Sir Cyril Wych, John 
Weddell, Vice-Chancellor of the County, Sir Ger- 
vase Elwes, Bart., Prothonotary of the County, 
Sir William Robinson and Edward Hyde. Esq., of 
Preston, cousin of Queen Anne, and afterwards 
Earl of Clarendon.

As to the Gower family, it may be interesting 
to note the succession of John, Lord Gower :  
1746 : His son, John Leveson-Gower, was created 
Viscount Trentham. 1786 : His son, Granville 
Leveson-Gower, was created Marquis of Stafford 
and K.G. 1833 : His son, George Granville 
Leveson-Gower, created Duke of Sutherland. 
In 1841 he assumed the surname and arms of 
Sutherland George Granville Sutherland Leveson- 
Gower from whom the present Duke is descended. 
The present title is Earl and Baron Gower, 
Viscount Trentham, Marquess of Stafford, and 
Duke of Sutherland.

FLAGON AND TWO PATENS, 1708

These articles all bear the following inscription, 
in script characters: ;< The gift of Madams Mar- 
'' gerv Raivstorne, Widdow, of Preston, to the 
" Church of Preston, 1708."
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The flagon is of the usual shape, tapering 
towards the top, and having a moulded base 
/ \ inches in diameter. The height to the top of 
the cover is 13^ inches. The hall marks have 
been almost obliterated - certainly they are quite 
illegible  owing to the greatest enemy of old 
silver, injudicious cleaning.

The two patens are exactly alike, and stand 
2 \ inches high, with a diameter at the base of 
4^ inches.

Mrs. Rawstorne, the donor of this handsome 
plate, was the daughter of John Fleetwood, of 
Penwortham, and married Lawrence Rawstorne. 
of New Hall, in Tottington, who was born in 1619, 
and held the office of high sheriff of Lancashire 
in 168 1. Their son William was high sheriff 
in 1712, and married Isabella, 
Richard Atherton, of Atherton. 
of the family of Rawstorne, of 
Penwortham Priory, is a direct 
donor of this valuable gift.

FLA.GON, 1719.

This piece of plate was purchased by order of 
the vestry; the record in the Church books for 
1719 containing the announcement that " Mr. 
" Gastrell, the Commissary," had  ' generously 
" given four guineas to encourage the matter." 
At the same time they ordered that " two old 
" calices and pattens to go towards the charge."

Flagons of silver had at that period not been 
long introduced, and their use was becoming more 
general. Samuel Peploe was then vicar of Preston, 
and held the distinguished office of Warden of 
Manchester Collegiate Church, afterwards being 
appointed Bishop of Chester.

The flagon is of plain workmanship, standing 
13J inches high, with a diameter at the base

daughter of Sir
The present head
Hutton Hall and
descendant of the
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of 7^ inches. Near the base is engraved the 
sacred monogram, and it is inscribed, " Preston, 
" Lancs - 1719," and at the bottom, " St. John the 
" Evangelist, Parish of Preston." As on most of 
the plate, the hall marks are obliterated.

FLAGON, 1725.

This vessel, like the last, was also provided at 
the expense of the parish, the Church books 
containing an order, under date 1725. for an 
'  additional silver flagon to be purchased." The 
Rev. Samuel Peploe was Vicar also at this time, 
and it is strange that his name does not appear 
upon either of the flagons. This vessel is identical 
in all respects with that of 1719, with the exception 
that the inscription on the bottom reads " Thos. 
" Astley, Robert Walsham, Churchwardens, 1725."

TWO CHALICES, 1729.

According to the Church books, these two chalices   
were also provided at the expense of the vestry. I 
They are alike, standing 8£ inches high, of small 
capacity, a plain bell-shaped bowl resting upon a 
stem, in the centre of which is a narrow band, 
whence the base gradually spreads to a plainly 
moulded broad bottom. The bowls are gilt inside. 
The hall marks are illegible.

TWO CHALICES, 1785.

These two vessels are the handsomest pieces of 
plate belonging to the Church. They are each 8 
inches high, with a shallow, straight-sided bowl, 
the stem having a massive knop of the familiar 
antique pattern, the facets of which, however, are 
plain ; the stem ends in a broad-spreading sexfoil 
base, destitute of points, but with a moulded bottom, 
perfectly plain. There is no inscription on these
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chalices, but from the remains of the hall marks it 
would appear that they were assayed in the year 
1785-6, the marks visible being the date letter k 
and the King's head.e>

WINE STRAINER, l8lQ.

This, the most modern of the plate, was appa 
rently purchased at the expense of the Parish, and 
bears the inscription, " The Parish Church of 
" Preston, 1819."

III. LYMM CHURCH PLATE.

The Parish Church, dedicated to St. Mary the 
Virgin, Lymm, is the fourth built upon the site. 
The building consists of nave, with aisles, tran 
septs, and chancel, organ chamber and porch. A 
handsome reredos, in Caen stone, adorns the 
church, and represents in its panels scenes from 
the Passion of our Lord. The tower is one of the 
great features of the exterior : the old one stood 
firm until 1850, when it was decided to raise it in 
height ; but the heavy masonry placed upon it 
rendered it so insecure that it had to be rebuilt in 
1889. An interesting relic of the third church, 
which was built about 1322, remains in a canopied 
recess in the south wall ; but a fragment, consider 
ably older, consisting of a carving of a head, is 
inserted in the north wall of the chancel.

Of sacramental vessels the Church possesses an 
old chalice and cover, the latter used as a paten, 
and an old paten.

THE COVERED CHALICE

was presented to the Church by one of the War- 
burtons of Arley. Though plain, it is a fine 
example of seventeenth century manufacture. The 
bowl is bell-shaped, bearing on one side the arms
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of the house of Warburton, with mantling, and on 
the other side the crest of the same family. The 
chalice is an unusually fine one, standing 8| inches 
high, and having a diameter at its rim of 4^ inches, 
and an inside depth of 5 inches. The stem is 
heavy and baluster shaped, ending in a plain ogee 
moulded foot. It bears the London hall marks, as 
follows : Leopard's head crowned ; lion passant; 
the date letter o, in black letter, small, of the year 
1691-2 ; and the maker's initials, i.e., above a 
mullet, the distinctive mark of Joseph Clare, a 
London goldsmith. The cover, which is used as 
a paten, is plain, having at the top a small flat 
knob, on which is engraved the arms and crest of 
the Warburton family. The cover bears the same 
hall marks as the chalice.

THE PATEN,

also the gift of the Warburton family, is consider 
ably older than the chalice, though the local idea 
seems to be that it was made about the \ear 1710, 
the hall marks on the paten having been read as 
those of 1710. It bears, however, the London 
hall marks of the year 1652-3, being a leopards 
head crowned, lion passant, and the date letter, p. 
In addition to the marks mentioned it bears the 
mark of a maker, R.C., which, although often met 
with in plate manufactured between 1630 and 1660, 
has not yet been identified. This paten has a 
prettily moulded rim.

No record appears to exist in the books of the 
Church as to the circumstances of the presentation 
of this plate ; but they are exceedingly fine and 
well-preserved examples of seventeenth century 
manufacture.


