
ON THE RIGODUNUM OF PTOLEMY.

T ill7, geography of Ptolemy has fallen out of 
favour as a source of information. Some of 

his inland places are strangely misplaced, and a 
generally distorted appearance of his map of the 
British Isles has led it to be regarded somewhat 
askance. It does, however, supply a list of names 
to harbours and sites which probably had their 
representatives at the time the notes were made.

There is one place which a concensus of opinion 
has relegated to Lancashire, namely, Rigodnnum. 
It appears to be so in the map which Mr. Bradley 
contributed to Archa-ologia, in vol. xlviii ; nor has 
it been identified with any site outside the county, 
as, for instance, has Vinovnim. It was once sup 
posed to supply the original name of Ribchester, 
but an inscription has decided otherwise. When 
the fort at Ribchester was shewn to have been 
called Breinett'iiiiftciiin, it became more easy to pick 
out from the lists of the Antonine- Itinerary the 
names of the other Roman stations in that part of 
Britain. That at Manchester thus became identi 
fied with Mancunium, Wigan \vith Coccium, and 
Overborough with Galacum. The station at Lan 
caster is left without a name ; so, too, is the small 
outpost on the Roman road that forded the Ribble 
at \Valton-le-Dale, near to Preston. The latter, 
however, was never of first importance, and seems 
to have fallen into disuse with the completion of a 
more direct route through Ribchester, in the middle 
of the second century.

Since Mr. Bradley published his map, it has come 
to be thought that the Seteia ^Estuaria represents 
the bay into which flow the Dee and the Mersey, 
and not the mouth of one of those rivers alone. 
This hypothesis seems to better suit the situation, 
for on a modern map, of the same scale and projec 
tion, the two other inlets, called Belisama /Estuaria
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and Segantionim Portits, fall relatively into position 
at the mouth of the Kibble and in the waters of 
Morecambe Bay respectively. In the accompanying 
sketch these features, as placed by Ptolemy, are indi 
cated by a mark [ «> ]; in the absence of further 
information, the coast line is generally regarded as 
lying straight between them. The relative position

of Rigodunum is 
shown by an as 
terisk. It is near 
to modern Lan 
caster. Had the 
two maps been 
superposed from 
a different basis, 
with the Seteia 
more centrallv 
off" the Wirral, 
and Belisama 
exactly in the 
Kibble estuary, 
then Rigodunum 
would have fal 
len directly over 
Lancaster, but 
in this case the 

harbour of the Segantii would have landed in 
Furness. There is a slight general discrepancy ; 
yet the map pictures the extreme case, and the con 
nection is still close.

A possibility that Rigodunum was situated at 
Lancaster is thus suggested. Since there is no 
negative evidence apparent, it may be profitable to 
examine how far each satisfies the conditions of 
the other.

Etymology is in this instance of distinct assis 
tance : the name, says Professor Rhys, is derived 
from two Celtic ones, rix (rigos) a king, ziiddniion, 
a town or fortress. We must therefore seek in the 
representative of Rigodunum for the indications ot

SCALE OF ENGLISH MILES.
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a stronghold of the Celtic people. Archaeology, 
fortunately, is prepared with a response. The 
irregular outline of the Roman station at Lancaster, 
which may have heen five-sided, betokens that its 
walls had followed the lines of earlier defences, 
after a manner not uncommon, as, for example, at 
Silchester, in the south. The district around, in 
cluding Furness, abounds in pre-Roman remains, 
and the site itself is not without similar indications. 
The analogy is also exclusive. No other station in 
the county presents the same irregular outline, save 
perhaps that at Wigan, the name of which seems 
to have been already determined by Mr. Thompson 
Watkin. Certainly no other site provides sufficient 
indication of British settlements in its vicinity to 
render it probable that it was the headquarters of 
a tribe.

There is yet another point. Archaeology cannot 
well show that the inland forts of the county were 
established much before the age of the Antonines. 
That at Ribchester, indeed, was possibly not com 
pleted until A.D. 161, and they all seem to form part 
of a general scheme of frontier defence that dated 
from the time of Hadrian or the building of The 
Wall. Not one appears in the notes of Ptolemy, 
which were probably made early in the second 
century, or possibly before ; yet all four are included 
in the Antonine Itinerary, which was compiled later 
in that century. Had they existed at this earlier 
time, they must have obtained some mention. 
Rigodunum alone obtains a place in the earlier 
list ; Lancaster alone, with its inscriptions of Trajan 
and of Hadrian, gives token of its origin in the_ " o o
hrst century.

We are told by Tacitus that in the winter that 
followed the second campaign of Agricola, that 
general devoted himself to conciliating the district 
occupied, which may be supposed to have now 
reached as far as the Solway. He encouraged the 
natives to build temples, courts of justice, places of
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residence : it soon fell out that porticos and baths 
were looked upon as marks of taste. The point of 
interest is to learn that the erection in Romano- 
British towns of public building's, on the Roman 
system, began with the completion of the conquest : 
a military centre such as Rigodunum may well have 
set a similar example in its own neighbourhood. 
Now the station at Lancaster, it has been seen, 
dates from the early stage of the settlement ; and 
an inscription from that site records that, not a 
hundred and forty years later, the basilica there 
was restored, " being decayed by old age,'' and the 
public baths were rebuilt. This is not evidence, 
yet it indicates the early foundation of the post, 
and further bears out the analogy in detail.

The supposition that Lancaster was Rigodunum 
fits nicely into what may be gleaned of the early 
history of the Roman occupation, whether from 
Tacitus, from the inscriptions, or from other arch 
aeological evidence. It seems as though the 
post was founded by Agricola himself, in the 
centre of the conquered Segantii, and that its line 
of communication with the south led through 
Walton-le-Dale ; that, being thus early, and near 
to the coast, it became mentioned by Ptolemy, in 
the Latinised form of its former name ; that as the 
system of defence elaborated, the other fortresses 
of Manchester, Ribchester, and Overborough were 
established in the second century, and that through 
them lay the chief military routes of the later 
times : and that they thus became incorporated in 
the list of the Antonine Itinerary.

The agreement of these accumulated possibilities 
is somewhat striking. They show it to be possible, 
at least, that, if it were in Lancashire at all, 
modern Lancaster marks the site of Ptolemy's 
Rigodumim, and would render the direct evidence of 
an inscription doubly interesting.

JOHN GARSTANG.


