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TRANSACTIONS.

A HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION* OF THE

REGALIA AX I) PLATE OF THE
BOROUGH OF PRESTON*.

r>y T. Stanley Bull.

Read nth March. iSijj.

VT a time when art treasures are becoming 
yearly of more value particularly it" they 

should happen to have historic associations, apart 
from their intrinsic value no apology need be 
offered for the publication of a description of the 
valuable insignia and plate belonging to the ancient 
town of Preston. Although the regalia may be 
regarded as a remnant of past ages, when it was 
found necessary to parade outward and visible 
signs of the authority of law and government, still 
there is sufficient historical interest remaining in 
them ; and in connection with them exist evidences 
of a continuity of government passed down through 
generations, which successive townsmen have in 
their turn honoured and preserved, as legacies 
bequeathed by their forefathers.

The regalia of Preston is verv rich and striking, 
both in the number and value of the symbolic 
emblems of civic authority and power. The



2 The Regalia and Plate of Preston.

examples of the gold- and silver-smith's art found 
amongst the regalia have one not unimportant 
merit. They are not all of one period or one style, 
the dates of their manufacture extending over a 
period of more than 270 years, forming, in a limited 
degree, rare and beautiful specimens of different 
phases in the development of art work through 
these long years, which have been preserved to us 
by the care of our forefathers.

At one period it was the custom for the Cor 
poration to borrow plate and other silver for such 
occasions as the celebration of the guild merchant, 
from persons who were the possessors of suitable 
articles. The following quaint order is taken from 
the Council minute book, passed at a meeting held 
on the 2ist July, 1682, just prior to the guild of 
that year : " Ordered, that all plate and other 
'  Goods borrowed from any p'son for and towards 
'  V carrving on of y Guild shall be carefully 
" restored backe, and if any damage or losse 
" happen to any p'son lor or by reason of y ( ' loane 
" of such plate and other goods y' y*' same shall 
" be repaired and satisiyed forth of y 1 ' p'fitt of 
" y' 1 s (1 Guild or otherwise by y' 1 Towne." No 
doubt such an undertaking on the part of the 
Corporation would produce all the plate and other 
goods which they required. At that time they were 
not possessed of any plate, except the covered 
hanap or cup, presented by Henry Banester.

Twenty years after, in view of the guild of 1702, 
the Council, at a meeting held on the 8th June in 
that year, passed a somewhat similar resolution. 
Even at that time they had no plate beyond the 
Banester cup, but the presentations that were 
made to them subsequently rendered unnecessary 
the later borrowing of plate, for no record exists of 
such in connection with the subsequent guilds. 
The following is a copy of the order of the Council
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of the 8th June, 1702, and is recorded here for the 
reason that, although twenty years later, the 
spelling of the words is more unlike the modern 
form than the order of 1682. " That all plate and 
" other goods wch shalbe borowed from any p'son 
li or p'sons for the use and service of the Guyld 
" shalbe carefully restored back, and if any damage
 ' or loss happen to any for or by reason of the 
"loan of such plate or oth' goods soe lent, that
 ' y' shalbe repay red and made good out of ye p'tits 
" of the Guyld or otherwise out of the revennues 
" of y° Corporacon." Since that time, however, 
the Corporation have become possessed, by gift or 
purchase, of a collection of plate of which the 
town has reason to call itself proud.

Up to quite recent years it was the practice for 
successive mayors to have the use of the plate at 
their private residences during their term of office, 
but this has been wisely discontinued, and the plate 
never goes beyond the Town Hall. The former 
custom may or may not be the cause of the portions 
of the plate mentioned in the old records not being 
now in existence ; at all events, there is less fear 
now that the treasures the Corporation possesses 
will either be neglected or forgotten.r->

I. THE REGALIA.

The regalia proper, which will be first dealt with, 
consists of the following articles, viz. : The gold 
mace, two silver maces, town flag, mayor's wand, 
the sword of state, two halberds, and the oar.

THE MACES.

"lie mightily uphelii sh.v. royal maco
Whicli iu)w th'iu l)enre = l. ' -Faery Queen, b. ii.

The word mace is derived from the Saxon word 
 mazza. Originally a weapon of defence, it became, 
and has been from time immemorial, like the royal 

B 2
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sceptre, a sign merely of the authority vested in 
the person before whom it was borne. In mediaeval 
times great personages were escorted by their guards 
bearing the mace, then a simple form of club, but 
which gradually became, as its practical use 
diminished, an object of embellishment, and a 
method of exhibiting the craftsman's handiwork. 
When this period arrived, maces came to be borne 
by royal and official personages only; but the 
symbolical meaning would be perfectly well known. 
Indeed, in earlv times the appearance of the mace 
would be sufficient to overawe the multitude : with 
so much respect was it regarded. Probablv the 
abuse of the power which accompanied the mace 
caused Richard II, in the seventeenth year of his 
reign, to decree, on the petition of the House of 
Commons. " that no sergeant of anv town should 
" be allowed to carry his mace out of his own 
" Liberty and Township." Hence it happens 
that most of the charters granted by sovereigns 
subsequent to this decree contain a clause pro 
hibitive of carrying the mace outside the boundary 
of the jurisdiction of the commonalty to whom the 
charters are granted. Thus, Queen Elizabeth, in 
her charter to Preston (S Kliz., 1566), authorises 
the appointment of a sergeant-at-mace, who 
" may and can bear a mace engraven with our 
'' arms within the limits and bounds of the said 
" borough during the time that he shall be in that 
'  office.'"

Whether the sergeant-at-mace did bear the 
token of authority in the exercise of the duties of 
his office it is impossible to sav, for there is no 
mention in the records of any such having been 
acquired bv the Corporation ; but most probablv 
he did carry some symbol of his office dignified bv 
the name of a mace, for it must be remembered that- 
at that period maces of authoritv partook more of
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the form of a small sceptre, as it was not until 
more than a century later that they were made of 
the ornamental character of the modern examples. 
Two of the oldest maces in existence are those of 
the Corporation of Hedon, a small town in York 
shire, of sixteenth century manufacture, and they 
are merely bowls, only slightly ornamented, with 
staff and plain knops. Afterwards the silversmiths 
elaborated the design, ornamental work becoming 
much in vogue.

In boroughs possessing maces they are always 
borne before the mayor in all civic processions 
and other official occasions, as symbolical of the 
supreme authority vested in the office. It is usual, 
however, whenever the reigning sovereign visits a 
town, for the mayor himself to bear the mace before 
the monarch in any official function, thus acknow 
ledging the superior claims and precedence of the 
sovereign of the realms.

THE GKKAT MACK.

The great mace belonging to the Corporation of 
Preston is probably one of the earliest examples of 
the period during which it became the fashion for 
maces to be elaborately ornamented. It is difficult 
to convex' by description any idea of the massive 
beauty of this mace. It is elaborately ornamented 
by chasing and fine repousse work, and forms a fine 
example of the silversmith's art. The mace is of 
silver, gilt, and is four feet six inches long. The 
bowl is crested with an elegant circle of crosses 
pattee and fleurs-de-lis, from which rise the open 
arches of the crown, the arches being surmounted 
by orb and cross. On the flat plate on the top of 
the bowl, beneath the open arches of the crown, 
are the royal arms of the Stuarts, surmounted by 
the royal crown, with the initials A. u. (Anne 
Regina). Around the bowl, divided into three by
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clemi-figures and foliage repousse, are on one side 
the arms (with the supporters and ducal coronet) of 
the House of Hamilton and the motto and Order 
of the Thistle; on the opposite side are the arms of 
Preston in the modern style ; and on the other side 
the Lancaster rose, surmounted by a crown be 
tween the royal initials, A. u. The shaft is divided 
by massive knops into three lengths, and the base 
is richly chased, the medial and foot knops being 
decorated with raised acanthus leaves, a charac 
teristic decoration of the period of its manufacture.

Round the shaft the following inscription is 
engraved : " The Gift of the High and Mighty 
" Prince James, Duke of Hamilton, Marquess of 
" Clydsdale, Earl of Arran, Lanark, and Cam- 
" bridge, Lord of Avon Polemont, Machanshire, 
" and Innerdale, and Knight of the most antient 
" and noble Order of the Thistle, c^c. To the 
" Towne of Preston in Lancashire in the year 1703. 
" In Token of his Friendship to that Corporation, 
" and of their Civilities to him and Elizabeth 
" Gerard, Dutches of Hamilton, His consort, 
" Testified on Several Occasions during their abode 
" in that place, and particularly upon the birth of 
" their Son James, Marquis of Clvdsdale, who was 
" born in Preston, the third day of January, 1701." 
Ashton Hall, Lancashire, was one of the seats of 
the Dukes of Hamilton.

The mace bears the Hall marks of the London 
Assay Office of the year 1702-3, and the maker's 
mark indicates that it was manufactured by Mr. 
Benjamin Pyne, a noted goldsmith of the period.

This mace has an additional and interesting 
value, inasmuch as it is an example of what is 
known as the " Britannia period." LT nder the 
Act 8 and 9 William III, cap. 8, sec. 9, the standard 
for silver plate was raised in 1697 above that 
of the coinage, in order to prevent the melting



The Regalia and Plate of Preston. 7

down of the coin of the realm for the purpose of 
making plate, a practice that had then apparently 
become much in vogue. New marks were accor 
dingly appointed for the new standard a figure of 
Britannia and lion's head erased instead of the 
familiar marks of the leopard's head and lio'n pas 
sant. The new standard, however, ceased to he 
compulsory in 1720, by the Act 6 George I. cap. 2, 
chiefly on account of the fact that plate made of the 
higher standard was found to be less durable than 
the old one. The lower standard was restored in 
1720, and has continued ever since,

The Corporation are to be congratulated on the 
possession of this and other silver, forming as they 
do examples of a limited period, during which a 
different standard of silver was compulsory, the 
higher standard being 8 dwt. per Ib. troy purer ; 
being noz. lodwt. per Ib. troy, whilst the old or 
lower standard represented noz. 2dwt. per Ib. troy. 

As the inscription on the mace indicates, it was 
presented in 1703, two years after the event which 
it is in commemoration of, viz., the birth of the 
Marquis of Clvdsdale, at Preston, on the 3rd Jan., 
1701. The inscription records the "civilities" 
shown to his grace by the Corporation. Amongst 
these was probably that of the Duke being admitted 
an in-burgess on the icjth August, 1701, during the 
mayoralty of Mr. George Addison.

1 Apparently neither the Corporation nor the Duke 
of Hamilton forgot the interesting tie which bound 
them together, for at a meeting of the Council, held 
on the 24th October, 1/17, it appears Irom the 
Council book : " It being represented to this 
" Council that the Lady Dutchess Hamilton is 
" shortly to pass through this town and the direcons 
" of this Council being desired touching the re- 
" spects that must be shewn to Her Grace by this 
" Corporation during her stay here, it is ordered
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" that the sd. Lad}- Dutchess be waited upon with 
" a moderate treat at the charge of the Town." 
Unfortunately, no record was subsequently made 
of the visit, for it would be interesting to know what 
a " moderate treat "consisted of in those days.

Thackeray, in his novel, Henry Esmond, portrays 
the Duke's character as that of a high-minded and 
honourable gentleman ; the circumstances of his 
sad and violent death in 1712, and the causes 
which led up to it, are fully given.

Previous to the presentation of this mace, the 
Corporation had in contemplation the purchase of 
one, for on the nth July, 1698, they ordered a fine 
of £10, which had been paid by Air. Alderman 
Worclen on his resignation, to '  in time go towarde 
" the buying of a large mace for this Burrough," 
and it may he that the Duke of Hamilton, being 
aware of this ambition on the part of the Corpora 
tion, anticipated their purchase and relieved them 
of a financial burden which would not have been, 
in those days, a light one.

Strangely enough, there is no mention whatever 
in the Corporation records of the presentation of 
this mace, and the first instance of any reference 
being made to it was at the Council meeting on the 
2nd April, 1705, when the following order was made 
as to the salary of the mace-bearer: "Whereas 
" the Council, taking into their consideration y l no 
' ; allowance has as yet been given to the bearer of 
" the great mace for his trouble and attendance in 
" carrying the same. It is therefore now thought 
" fit and ordered, that for the last yeare the last 
" Bayliffes do pay him forty shillings, w 1- 11 is to be 
" allowed them in their AcctX And for the present 
" and succeeding years his Sallary to be forty shil- 
" lings p. ann., to be paid by the present and 
" succeeding Bayliffes for the time being and al- 
" lowed them in their Acct? . And it is further



The Regalia and Plate of Preston. 9

" ordered, that the Mace Bearer every three years 
" be p'vided with a new Gown at the Corporation's 
" charge, and this Sallarv and allowance to con- 
" tinue untill further or other order be made to the 
'  contrary."

There are now three mace bearers, each receiving 
£6 6s. per annum, and having a new gown every 
three Years.

THli SILVKK MACES.

The two smaller maces were the first outward 
tokens of authority possessed by the municipality. 
They are alike in every detail, each being 2 feet 
y inches in length, and are of great beauty and 
curious workmanship. Xo traces of any Hall marks 
appear on the maces, so that it is impossible to 
definitely tix the date of their manufacture. They 
are, however, from the fact of the Stuart arms 
being placed on them, of earlier manufacture than 
is generally supposed ; dating back, most likely, to 
earlv in the seventeenth century. One of the 
maces of the City of London (that belonging to 
the \Yard of Cheap, which is dated 1625) bears 
such a resemblance in form and character to 
them, as to be almost conclusive oi concurrent 
manufacture.

At all events, maces were possessed by the 
Corporation previous to 1682. as is evidenced by 
a manuscript in the archives of the Corporation, 
called " A brief description oi the Burrough and 
" Town of Preston, and of its Government and 
'  Guild." This MS. was probably written for, or 
soon after, the guild merchant of 1682, for in the 
list of guilds that had been held, the guild of that 
year is the last recited.

From this MS. it appears that at the ancient 
solemnisation of the guild the procession was as 
follows : " The young men within the Town not
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" being as yet free to trade of themselves have a 
" Captain and Leftenant of their own their Ensign 
" being the Towns Arms a flag with the Holv 
" Lamb . . after which marches a proper man 
" bearing the great Baner with the King's Arms 
" and after that following in Ranks, the Mayors 
"pensioners or Guard before the -Baner with 
" Partezans and those after with Halberts after 
" which iolloweth signily the Black Sergeant with 
" his Halberd and then the two Sergeants with 
" their Maces . . after which the Mayor with 
" his staff of authority.''

This official document, it will be seen, records 
the fact of two maces being in existence, and 
this, coupled with the roval arms of the Stuarts 
appearing on the maces, is fairly conclusive proof

during the 
of

that thev were obtained some time 
seventeenth century, probablv during the 
Charles I. It is much to be regretted that no 
definite date of the manufacture of these maces 
can be fixed, as it would be interesting to compare 
the date with other ancient maces now in existence. 

The bowls are crested with a circlet of four 
crosses, alternating with as many fleur-de-lis ; the 
open arches of the crown not rising from the circlet 
itself, but being attached to, and springing from, 
the top limbs of the crosses, to which they are 
neatlv rivetted. Doubtless these crown arches 
were added at a later period, as few, if any, 
examples of maces exist before the time of Chas. II. 
Thus the mace of the Ward of Cheap, which has 
been previouslv mentioned, had an arched crown 
added in 1678. Round the bowls, which are semi- 
globular, are, divided from each other by upright 
raised bands, the arms of Preston, engraved in an 
unusual style, the Lamb being portrayed as conchant 
regardant; a Lancaster rose crowned, between the 
royal initials C.R. ; and a thistle and a fleur-de-lis,
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similarly crowned and initialed. On the flat plate 
on the top of the bowls, beneath the open arches 
of the crown, are, in high relief, not repousse, but 
attached to the metal, the royal arms of the 
Stuarts, the same as on the great mace, but 
without initials. It has been said that these maces 
formerly bore the name of " Edmund Assheton, 
 ' Mavor, 1722,'' but it is very unlikely, as not the 
slightest trace of any inscription appears on the 
maces, and from what has been said above, they 
are much older than the date indicated by the 
supposed inscription.

These maces are rapidly wearing away, from the 
constant cleaning they undergo, and it would be a 
wise expenditure if the Corporation had them well 
gilt. This would preserve the silver, and keep 
them practically in the same state as they are now. 
They have been handed down so long, it would be 
a pity it they were wasted and became absolutely 
worthless, by the form and design being worn 
away. Though late in the day of their history to 
have them gilt, it would preserve them in their 
present condition, and it would not be too late, 
because they are still handsome and indicate what 
they originally were.

From the Corporation Disbursement Hook, 1784 to 
1802, are extracted the following items relating to 
the maces : " 1784-5. Richard Anclerson, repair^' 
" maces, zs. 6d.'' " 1793-4. ^ r - Anderson, mend- 
" ing mace, 155. 6(/.'' "1797-8. Pl1 Mr. Anclerson, 
" rep'g the mace, los. 6d." In the guild accounts 
of 1822, prepared by Mr. Green, the borough 
treasurer and treasurer of the guild, appears the 
following item : " To cash for guikling the maces, 
" £27 2s." This is evidently an error for " mace," 
as the two small maces bear no trace of ever 
having been gilt.o o
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THE TOWN FLAG.

From very ancient times it has been the custom 
for the Corporation to have a flag, which was borne 
in all important mayoral processions and used on 
civic occasions. The royal standard is also borne 
in civic processions during the celebration of the 
guild merchant, and at no other time. The town 
flag is carried in the civic processions, or suspended 
from the principal staircase of the Town Hall.

That the custom of bearing the town flag is an 
old one there can be no doubt. The earliest record 
appears to be contained in a manuscript in the 
archives of the Corporation, written apparently 
about 168.2, entitled " A Brief Description of the 
" Burrowe and Town of Preston, and of its Govern - 
" ment and Guild/' which has already been referred 
to in connection with the small silver maces ; but 
an extract from that MS., so far as it relates to the 
town flag, is here reprinted in its proper connection. 
The excerpt is from a description of a mayoral 
procession during the celebration of the guild mer 
chant : " The voting men within the town not 
" being as yet free to trade of themselves have a 
" Captain and Lettenant of their own, their ensign 
"being the Town's Arms a Hag with the Holy 
" Lamb . . alter which marches a proper man 
" bearing the Great Baner with the King's Arms."

The ancient records of the guild all point to the 
fact of a town flag being borne in the mayoral pro 
cessions. In the History of Preston, published in 
1822, there are two sketches of the town flag. viz. : 
A small one, pennon-shaped, shown as being borne 
in the mayor's procession, and a larger one or 
banner (and probablv the most accurate sketch of 
the flag) in a separate illustration. We may 
assume the larger sketch to be the one ordered at 
a meeting of the Council, held on the 3ist October,
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1794. The following is a copy of the resolution of 
the Council deciding to obtain the flag : " Agreed 
" and ordered that Mr. Green, the Corporation 
" Treasurer, do forthwith procure a handsome Flag 
" with the Corporation Arms painted thereon, and 
" suitable ornaments to be finished in an elegant 
" style."

The flag referred to in the above order was accor 
dingly purchased by the Corporation, the items for 
it appearing in the Corporation Disbursements 
Hook for 1795-6, vi/c. : " P'1 for the Corporation 
" Flag, £20 i0.s\ ; 1 )(1 Jas. Thompson for dying the 
" Fringe. O.s'." In the accounts for the following 
year 1,796-7) the following additional item appears: 
" Pl1 for Ribbon for Colour, 12s.'' Then, again, in 
the accounts commencing May, 1802, there appears: 
" Item pl1 Mr. Grimshaw for a Colour at the Guild, 
'  £\ ^ 145."

It may be that the other had become scarcely lit 
to take part in the important celebration of the 
guild of 1802, and, therefore, another was pur 
chased, or the item may mean the purchase of a 
royal standard, which is also carried in the civic 
processions during the guild.

The present flag or. to give its form its proper 
heraldic title, banner  is a new one. having been 
made expresslv tor use during the guild ot 1882. 
The previous one not being in existence, it was left 
to a committee of the Council to procure a flag, 
and it is much to be regretted that the committee 
did not. before giving the order, make enquiries as 
to the style of previous ones, and adhere to that as 
near as possible tor the sake ot historical contmuitv. 
The committee also obtained a new royal standard.

The town flag is of royal blue silk, 8ft. bv Oft., 
painted in white on each side with a delineation of 
the Holy Lamb, and underneath the letters P. P., 
with the additional lettering added, i- Insignia
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" Villas de Preston." The pole to which the flag is 
attached is I4ft. long, and is surmounted with a 
brass spear head. The royal standard is of silk, 
and of the same dimensions as the town flag, and 
is attached to a smaller pole. The cost of the two 
was £33 75., and they were manufactured by a 
London firm.

The painting of the arms on the town flag is 
cracked, and in a few years will leave the silk en 
tirely. It is certainly a pitv that the arms were not 
delineated heraldicallv correct, and embroidered on 
the silk instead of painted ; and considering the 
handsome banners that are periodically made in 
Preston itself, it was an unwise policy to go outside 
the town for the dauby, pa'trv thing which now 
does clutv for a town Hag. It certainly lowers the 
otherwise high standard of the regalia. A repro 
duction of the ancient flag, illustrated in the History 
of Preston, published in i<S.>.> (a copv of which is in 
Dr. Shepherd's library) would be a handsome addi 
tion to the mayoral insignia.

TIIK MAYOR'S WAND OK STATF.

There are two silyer-headed wands of office, both 
of oak, in the possession of the Corporation. One 
of them, which is not now used at all. bears on the 
silver envelope on the top the arms of Preston (the 
Lamb being delineated couchant reganltuit} and the 
inscription. " Thomas Sumpner, Sen. Maior of 
'  Preston 1646, Henrv \Verden, Richard Feilden 
'  Bailiffs." Thomas Sumpner was thrice mayor 
of the town, the first time in 1646-7, and again in 
1653-4. He was one of the stewards of the guild 
of 166^, and was mayor for the third time in the 
year 1666-7. He died in January, 1669, having 
"been a member of the Council for 2S vears. he being 
first elected in 1641. This wand is 4(1. yin. long, 
with a two-pronged iron ferrule at the bottom, and
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was doubtless the gift of the mayor and bailiffs 
whose names are recorded thereon. The other 
wand is borne by the mayor on all official occasions, 
and is an important article of the regalia, from the 
fact that it is actually handed by the mayor to his 
successor on election, as an emblem of authority, 
being transferred from the chief citizen to his suc 
cessor. For this reason it may be regarded as 
figuratively representative of the mayoral supre 
macy and power, and as such, an important part of 
the regalia, having regard also to its being carried 
personally by the mayor, and in this respect unlike 
any other portion of the regalia, which is carried 
before the mayor. This wand is inscribed round 
the sides of the silver top  ' Ex dono Edwardi 
'  Rigbv, Arm'r," (the gift of Edward Rigby. 
esquire), and on the top are engraved the arms of 
Preston, but almost obliterated. The wand is ~> \\.. 
6in. long, and has a heavy iron ferrule at the 
bottom.

Edward Rigby, the donor, was Member of Par 
liament in the Parliaments of 1660. 1661, 1678-9, 
and 1079. He was a barnster-at-law, was described 
as of Preston and Gray's Inn, and was the younger 
brother of Alexander Rigby. of Middleton. He 
was appointed sergeant-at-law in 1675. He made 
his peace with the Royalists after the Restoration, 
and was appointed a magistrate for the county. 
He died in July, 1686, and was the founder of the 
Lancaster branch ot the Rigbys, which continued 
tor several generations. His grandson Edward 
represented Preston in Parliament in 1701 and 
1705-6. The eldest brother, already mentioned, 
Alexander Rigby, of Middleton-in-Goosnargh, near 
Preston, was parliamentary representative for the 
county in Cromwell's Parliament of 1659. Alexan 
der was the eldest son of the celebrated Colonel 
Alexander Rigby, M.P. for Wigan in the Long
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Parliament and Baron of the Exchequer, and 
succeeded to his father's estate in 1650. He was 
a lieutenant-colonel in the service of the Common 
wealth. Elected for Preston in the Convention 
Parliament in 1660. he was unseated on petition 
by the House, on the 2Oth June in that year, owing' 
to the mayor having refused to allow a poll to he 
taken of the whole of the inhabitants of the 
borough. He died in February, 1693-4.

The Rigbys were then a numerous and leading 
family in the countv. Their common ancestor was 
a John Rigby of YYigan, who flourished early in 
the sixteenth century. His son, Adam, left two 
sons, and from the elder (John) proceeded the 
Rigbys of Mlddleton, while the younger (Alexander) 
was the ancestor of those of Burgh in Duxbury 
and of Lavton in the Fvlde. Colonel Alexander 
Rigby, Baron of the Exchequer, was grandson of 
the former. The Rigbys of Middle-ton were ener 
getic defenders of the Puritan interest in Lanca 
shire, and active parliamentary leaders. Those 
of Burgh and Lavton the last of whom, Sir 
Alexander Rigby, was M.P. for Wigan in 1781   
were as decided Royalists. The line of Mlddleton 
failed in 1794 with Alexander Rigby, fourth in 
descent from the member for the county, whose 
sister and heiress married \Yilliam Shawe, of 
Preston, and left one son. Townlev Rigbv Shawe. 
who died in 1843, and two daughters, vi/.. Sally, 
wife of Joseph Kmnvles, and Jane, married to John 
Austen. The eldest son of the former, Townlev 
Rigby Knowles, Esq., of Fishwick, is now senior 
co-heir general of the Rigbys of Mlddleton.

To return to the two wands of office. Although 
possessed of them, the Council, under date .2.2nd 
March, 1690, requested Mr. Alderman Sudell when 
he next visited London to purchase " an handsome 
" cane with a substantiall silver head for Mr.
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" Mayor's common walking use," in addition to a 
silver salver, which will be referred to hereafter. 
There is no record whether this was actually bought 
or not, tor no further mention is made in the 
Council books with regard to it. For that reason, 
the presumption is in favour of its not having been 
purchased. Neither of the two canes at present 
in existence can be regarded as the one referred to 
in the above entry, for the order specified a cane 
for the " common walking use " of the inavor.

Another order was made by the Council on the 
21st March, 1697. twelve months after the date 
when they requested Alderman Suclell to purchase 
a cane, tor the obtaining ot " an handsome walking 
" stick,'' or cane with a good silver head, and the 
Holy Lamb " engraved on the top of the head." 
This, if ever bought, and it is doubtful if it ever 
was, does not now exist.

The uncle of this alderman, Roger Suclell, 
endowed the Blue Coat School, and on one of the 
pillars in the nave of the old parish church was 
affixed a tablet with the following inscription : -' 
" Below lie the remains of Mr. Roger Suclell, who 
'  endowed a Cathechetical School for the poor 
 ' boys of this town : one conspicuously singular 
" for his gravity, probity, and piety : he lived 
" unmarried, died very old, and was interred I)e- 
" cember 28th, 1704. To continue whose memory 
" his nephew, C. Suclell, Prebendary of Chester, 
" hath fixed here this small tablet. 1732.'' This 
tablet is now placed on the wall of the north 
gallery.

Alderman Suclell was a member of the Council 
for a great number of years, having been elected 
on the 24th October, 1679, and had the honour of 
being guild mayor for the guild of 1682. Me was 
again mayor in 160,1 and again in 1708, and died 
in October, 1713. He acted for the greater part 

c
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of the time as receiver of revenue, and disbursed 
money on behalf of the body corporate, and was 
the father of the Council. He was an alderman at 
the time of his death.

THE CIVIC SWORD.

The sword of state is carried by the Corporation 
beadle in all civic processions. The origin of the 
use of the sword in state and official ceremonial 
processions is an ancient privilege once confined 
to reigning monarchs only, and it was onlv extended 
as a mark of royal favour. Swords had from the 
earliest times been symbolical of the administration 
of justice, which was. of course, once vested only 
in the sovereign. Where judicial powers were 
conferred, the wielding of the sword of justice 
followed, and an actual sword usually formed part 
of the administration.

Thus, so far back as 1560, Queen Elizabeth con 
ferred such powers by charter to Preston, the mayor 
being named as one of Her Majesty's justices of the 
peace. A further privilege was extended to the 
borough by the power to hold a Court of Pleas. In 
two special grants, therefore, the administration of 
justice was placed in the body corporate ; but for 
man;/ years after, the sword formed no part of their 
civic appanage, and there is no record of one being 
used until quite modem times. The existence of 
the present sword is not recorded in the inventory 
of regalia and plate made by the then Corporation 
steward, at the instance of the reformed Corpora 
tion, under the Municipal Act of 1836, nor is it 
mentioned in Whittle's History of Preston, published 
in 1837. with the other regalia. It is not recorded 
when or how the sword came into the possession 
of the Corporation.

The sword itself is an ancient one, but the date 
of its manufacture uncertain. There has, however,
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always existed fashions even in swords, and we may 
by comparison fairly approximate its date to be 
about the middle of the eighteenth century. Its 
form is what is technically termed a " Mahratta 
" tulwar,'' and has the usual single-edged steel 
blade, with mercury-gilt hilt and pommel, and a 
narrow hand-guard covered with leather. It is 
contained in a plush scabbard, ornamented with 
mercury-gilt mountings. The plush on the scab- 
burd has the appearance of a recent substitute for 
leather wrapping similar to the hand-guard. This 
sword has been desciibed as a sample of Scotch 
clavmore, with an unfinished basket hilt. Nothing, 
however, is more unlike a real Scotch clavmore 
than the sword which forms part of the regalia, for 
the latter has a hilt to protect the hand, whereas a 
real claymore is entirely without the basket hilt 
usually pourtraved. These basket-hiited swords 
were originally used only 'by the Venetians, and 
were called " Schiavone," being the special weapon 
used by the Doge's guards as early as the sixteenth 
century. This style of sword was absolutely un 
known in Scotland till late in the eighteenth centurv. 

Although of little intrinsic value compared with 
the nchlv-jewelled appointments of the sword of 
the Corporation of London, the Preston sword of 
state has taken part in two at least of the celebra 
tions of the guild merchant   those of 1862 and 
1882 ; besides all the civic functions of note, and 
otherwise, probably for forty years, and these alone 
lend value to it in the ees of loal townsmen.

Tlir. HALBERDS.

The word "halberd" is derived from " barde,"
an axe, and '  halle," a court; their meaning being
significant of their use, halbeids being, in ancient
times, the common weapon of guards. There are

c 2
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two halberds, forming part of the regalia, exactly 
alike in all details, and which are borne in all civic 
processions. The staffs are of ebony, draped with 
cord and tassels, and surmounting the staffs of each 
is a cross axe in brass one side half-moon shaped 
 on both sides of which is the Holy Lamb, deline 
ated in the modern style, cast in relief.

These halberds have from time immemorial been 
used to indicate the private residence of the mayor 
of the town during his year of office, if he is resi 
dent in the borough, thev being placed on each side 
of the doorway when not used in processions. As 
no part of the regalia is ever taken outside the 
boundary of the ancient borough, if the mayor's 
private residence is not situate within such boun 
dary the halberds are placed, during the daytime, 
on each side of the outer doorway of the principal 
entrance to the Town Hall. The halberds are old, 
the arms on the cross-axe being almost worn away 
by constant cleaning and age. They were pur 
chased under an order of the Council of the 2Oth 
March, 1703, which ran as follows :  " Ordered 
" that the Bayliffes pay twenty shillings to Edward 
" Osbaldeston for two new Halberts by him made 
" for the use of this Corporacon."

The Corporation was possessed of a halberd in 
168^, as appears from the extract from the MS. 
History of the Town, quoted in dealing with the 
silver maces.

Originally, the bearing of the halberds in the 
civic processions was supplemented by the mayor 
being always accompanied by the halberd-bearers 
whenever he was bent on official business, but the 
obvious inconvenience of this was no doubt felt in 
more modern times, and the practice was discon 
tinued in favour of the present arrangement.

In the Corporation disbursement book, which 
has been previously mentioned, the following items
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are extracted relating to repairs to the halberds :  
'' (1794-5) Paid for mending Halbarts, 2$. id. ; 
" (1796-7) Paid for fringe and work at the Hol- 
" berts, 125. id. ; (1799-1800) Pd for repairing 
il Holberts, igs. i^f."

Since that time nothing has been done beyond 
the periodical renewal of the tassels and fringe.

In the mayoral procession depicted in the History 
of Preston (1822), a copy of which is in Dr. Shep 
herd's library, there are four halberds shown, but 
an opinion has been previously expressed with re 
gard to this plate, that the sketch was more fanciful 
than real, and not at all to be relied upon.

With regard to these halberds, it is much to be 
regretted that the desire to always have the brass 
heads bright, has resulted in the design being much 
worn. Many portions of the silver plate, too, have 
suffered in this way. The halberds might, at all 
events, be saved from further destructive wear by 
being coated occasionally with a preparation of 
clear varnish, which would have the effect of retain 
ing their brightness without the wearing of the 
parts by constant cleaning.

THE OAK.

The oar is an ancient emblematic privilege, 
sometimes, though seldom, attaching to the ap 
panage of the mayor of a seaport town. The 
right, however, was confined to those towns which 
anciently possessed Admiralty jurisdiction over 
their particular area. They are to be found of 
various sizes ; for instance, that at Dover (a silver 
one) is no more than six inches long, contained in 
a brass case, the top screwing off, exhibiting the 
oar. These small examples were generally borne 
by the water-bailiffs, as a token of their authority 
of arrest, or on board vessels. Larger ones were 
used as maces, an example of which is also to be
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found at Dover, and used there at the Cinque Ports 
Admiralty Court, held from early times in St. James' 
Church, Dover. The Corporation of Liverpool 
have a silver oar, 3ft. gin. long, purchased in 1785 
(in place of an earlier one bought m i6gi, and sub 
sequently stolen), which is now carried by the water 
bailiff, and anciently used by that official as an em 
blem of his authority over ships and merchandise.

The oar in the possession of the Corporation is 
not a valuable one in any way. It is of gilt wood, 
4ft. long, and is carried in all mayoral processions. 
Mr. John Addison presented it to the Corporation 
during his second mayoralty in 1843-4, at a time 
when the Corporation first had an interest in own 
ing the navigation of the Kibble as one of the old 
company, having become part proprietors bv the 
purchase of shares in what really originallv be 
longed to themselves. There is no doubt that 
Preston, like the corporations of other ports, origi 
nally had jurisdiction of the river, as many grants 
in their charters testify, but they allowed their 
rights to be taken from their hands by a company 
formed in 1806 for the improvement of the river, 
overlooking the fact that the port was theirs In- 
actual royal grant. Indeed, from early Saxon 
times up to the reign of Charles I, Preston was the 
principal port of the county, as we are informed by 
an ancient document in the archives, entitled " The 
" Costumale of Preston." By the omission of the 
Corporation in 1806. their successors of 1882 had 
to pay a heavv sum for the re-purchase by them of 
their ancient river.

Numerous instances exist of ports having an oar 
forming part of their regalia. At the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, the Corporation of Boston had in their 
possession a beautiful silver-gilt oar, 3ft. 3111. long. 
It is now the property of Earl Brownlow, and is 
now inscribed : " This oar. a badge of authoritv
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" used by the ancient Corporation of Boston, was 
"sold by the modern Town Council in 1836, and 
'  purchased by Francis Thurkill, Esquire, an alder- 
'  man of that borough, by whose widow it was 
" presented in 1840 to the Earl Brownlow."

II. THE PLATE.

The plate in the possession of the Corporation 
comprises the following articles, vix. : The hanap 
and cover, the Queen Anne's cup, the silver tan 
kard, the two-handled loving cup, the punch bowl, 
ladle, &c., the covered ewer, the silver salver (small), 
the silver salver (large), two silver snuff boxes, pair 
of candelabra, and other small pieces, which will 
be mentioned in their order.

THE HANAP AND COVER.

The hanap or cup is the oldest and perhaps the 
most valuable of all the plate in the possession of 
the Corporation, not alone for its worth as an 
example of the silversmith's art of its period, but 
also for its great elegance of design and superior 
workmanship. It is of silver gilt. It has a loose 
cover, surmounted by an open-work obelisk support 
ing a statuette figure of Hercules bearing a shield, 
on which is inscribed the date. '' A" Domini 1615." 
The total height of the cup is 20^111.. and it weighs 
300^. ifidwt. It bears the Hall marks of the London 
Assay Office of the year 1615, with the maker's 
initials, A. n., linked. Although this maker's name 
is now unknown, the same initials appear on many 
valuable pieces of plate of the same period, includ 
ing a somewhat similar hanap in the possession 
of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, and two 
cups belonging to the London Mercers' Company. 
The body of the cup is handsomely chased, and 
bears on a vshield the old arms of Preston the
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Lamb delineated as statant regardant surrounded 
by the words, " Sigillum Com'une Ville de Preston." 
The arms of the donor. Henry Banester, are also 
engraved with the inscription " Donum Gratula- 
" torium Henrici Banester de London, Armigeri, 
" collatum in usu propriu Maioris de Preston in 
" Andernes ac fratrum vius pro tempore existentum 
" in pcrpetuum." (Gratulatory gift of Henry Banes 
ter, of London, Esquire, bestowed for the particular 
use of the Mayor of Preston in Amounderness, and-1 i
his brethren for the time being and for ever.) ] 

The emblazonment of the arms of Preston on \\ 
this cup is interesting, as it is the earliest record of 
any arms, outside the old seal attached to the guild 
roll of 1459, the only two representations in exis 
tence amongst the corporate records of the arms as 
they were correctly delineated prior to the year 
1662, since which latter date the arms have been 
as now generally used, the chief differences being 
that, in the old style, the Lamb was slatant or pas 
sant regardant, without nimbus, and Hanked on each 
side with the letter i>, and another letter i> in the 
middle base. In the modern style, the Lamb is 
cone/taut, with nimbus, and letters r. P. in the 
base. The meaning of these celebrated initials 
will be fully dealt with in dealing with the 
common seal.

Henry Banester, the donor of this handsome 
cup, bore a name familiar to students of the early 
history of Preston. At the time of his presentation 
he was residing at Hackney. He was born in 
Preston, both he and his ancestors having been 
free burgesses of the town, their "county" seat 
being Banke Hall. Bretherton. He was one of the 
members of Parliament for Preston from the years 
1614 to 1620, and from 1625 to 1627-8. His male 
line failed in the next generation with Christopher 
Banester, He left two daughters, his co-heiresses.
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from one of whom descends the present Thomas 
Townley Townlev-Parker, Esq., of Cuerden Hall.

The arms of the Banester family, as given by 
Whittle, in his History of Preston, are emblazoned 
as follows : '  Argent, on a chief three fleurs-de-lis, 
" or; underneath in the field two water jugs handled 
"or; crest, an escallop shell, or." In Pink and 
Heaven's Parliamentary Representation of Lancashire, 
the arms are given as " . 1 rgent, a cross fleury, sable. 1 ' 
Whittle is, however, confirmed by the arms engraved 
on the cup being identical with his description.

The Council seem to have been highly gratified 
at the presentation of the cup, and made elaborate 
arrangements for its sate and proper keeping, as the 
following extract from the White Book of Orders 
will show : 

''COUNCII, 1O1H Sr.P'lT.MIlF.K, 1616.

"An order about The Gilded Bowle given by lie: liane.tter, 
of Hackney.

'  Whereas Henrie Bancster of Hackney in the Countie of 
Surrey Esquire being borne within this Towne of Preston in 
Ainoundemess in the Countie of Lancaster and both he and his 
Ancestors free burgesses thereof did of iiis verie love voluntaire 
affection and kindness towards the said Towne give and bestowe 
One faire Silver Bowle. with a ('over for the same, dooble guiit, 
unto and upon the Maior Bailiffes and Burgesses of tiie said 
Hurrowe and Towne of Preston aforesaid and their Successors 
for ever, and willed the same to be kepte and rcniaine in the 
custodie and possession of the said Maior of the said ]!urrowe 
and Towne of Preston aforesaid for the tyine beinge and his 
Successors the Maior of the said Hurrowe and Towne for ever. 
Y' is now therefore ordered sett downe concluded and fullie 
agreed upon by Richard lilumieil, gentleman, now Maior of the 
said Kurrowe and Towne of Preston, James Wall and Thomas 
Graystock nowe liailives of the said Burruwe and Towne of 
Preston aforesaid and by and with a full and geneiall assente 
consente and agi'eementc of all and everie the Aldermen Capitall 
Burgesses and brethren, beinge the Comon Counsel I of the said 
liurrowe and Towne that the said liowle and cover thereof to 
gether with the ]Joxe or Case wherein the same is now kepte 
shall from tyme to tyme and att all tymes hereafter rcmainc abyde 
contynue and bee kepte in the handes custodie and possession of
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the Maior of the said litirrowe and Towne of Preston in Amoun- 
derness aforesaid for the tyme beinge and his successors the 
Maior of the said Towne of Preston for tynie being for ever, 
and to be by such said Maior used, occupyed, and disposed of 
alt hi« free will and pleasure dureinge the tyine of such said 
Maior his Maroltie and noe longer, and to bee delivered from one 
Maior of the said Towne of Preston to another his next suc 
cessor at such daic and tynie as such said Maior of the said 
Towne of Preston for the tyme being shall enter into and take 
upon him the place and office of Maior within the said Towne, 
and have the custodie, charge, and governm' of such evidences 
and other things as are and have beenc accustomed to be kept 
and remaine in the custodie and keeping of the said Maior for 
the tynie beinge during his maroltie or tyme of bearinge office of 
Maior within the same Towne, and that the same Bowl, Cover, 
and Case shalbe vet-die putt and enterred in ihe Indentures 
which are yearlie made between the Maiors of the said Towne 
lor the more safe keepinge of the books of record, evidences, 
writings, and other things belonginge to the same towne.''

It is to he regretted that the " Indentures'' yearly 
entered into do not no\v exist, as no doubt they 
would throw much light on the earlv possessions 
of the Corporate bodv.

The cup was not the onlv mark of the regard 
felt by Mr. Henry Banester for his native town, tot- 
in the White Book of Orders, under date 2ist Sep 
tember, if)^/, is recorded a gift of ^,'400 from him 
to the Corporation through Mr. William Sudell, the 
then mayor. Mr. Sudell reported that he had 
spent of this sum /,3<J9 "js. (no record is made m 
what way. however), and he had handed the balance 
of 135. to his successor in office. Probably the 
mayor had disbursed the money in attempting to 
obtain a renewal of the great charter of Elizabeth, 
granted in 1566, as the Corporation were exceed 
ingly anxious to obtain, by renewal, a charter from 
Charles I, their efforts being constant and without 
break, especially during the times between 1629 
and 1640, when that Sovereign had persistently 
refused to assemble Parliament. No doubt the 
fear of their rights and ancient privileges being
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withdrawn from them in such uncertain times in 
duced the Corporation to strenuously seek to obtain 
official aid in their desire, and for that purpose 
money was necessary. During those times, how 
ever, the Corporation exchequer was never in a 
satisfactory state, and they were compelled to 
borrow money from divers persons towards the 
expenses of endeavouring to get a renewal ot their 
charter, and frequent minutes occur m the Council 
book on this subject. For instance, on the (jth 
May, 1635, the names of those are recorded who 
had lent money, and the amount, for this object. 
Later on appears the record that the sum ot £15 
155. 5</. was "disbursed in our journey to London, 
"and at London" about " renewing the Towne's 
" charter," and the balance (£73 4$. 6J.) of the 
sum raised was handed over to the mayor. It is 
highly probable that the gift of Mr. Henry Banester 
was spent in this wav ; but, notwithstanding their 
earnest efforts, the Corporation failed in their 
endeavours, and did not receive a renewal ot their 
charter until Charles II granted one in 1662-3.

To revert, however, to the handsome cup pre 
sented by Mr. Henry Banester ; its general design, 
with its loose cover and steeple ornament, was 
much in vogue between 1611 and 1628. It maybe 
mentioned that there is a cup of similar design in 

, St. John's College. Cambridge, it having a cover 
which is, like the Banester cup, surmounted by a 
statuette of Hercules, and dated 1615. This cup 
was exhibited in the special Exhibition of Works of 
Art, held at South Kensington, in 1862. Besides 
the above, examples (though few) of this distinctive 
type are to be found (chietiy manufactured between 
the dates before mentioned) in old church plate ; 
for example, at Warrington; St. Michael's Bongate, 
Appleby ; St. Mary's, Ambleside; Holme Cultram, 
and Westward ; but these are all without the
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statuette on the top of the open obelisk work. 
Beyond the cup in St. John's College, the Preston 
cup seems to be the only one in existence of the 
complete design, and its rareness has always 
enhanced its value in the eyes of those who have 
studied the ancient plate handed down to us and 
preserved in our churches, colleges, and by cor 
porate bodies.

THE SILVER TANKAKL).

At a meeting of the Council, held on the 8th 
January, 1702, it was ordered : " That a Silver 
" Tankard be bought at y u Towne's charge and 
" yc old money belonging to y e Towne be made use 
" of for the y l> purpose."

The ''old money" referred to was supposed to 
represent the value of £56 45, io\d., but as the 
silver was light and other of the money doubtful, it 
was kept apart and allowed to accumulate into the 
sum mentioned, when, in view of the celebration of 
the guild merchant of 1/02, the Corporation de 
cided to utilise the money to purchase a tankard. 
The tankard was accordingly bought. It bears 
the stamps of the London Assay Office (the figure 
of Britannia and lion's head erased), the maker's 
initials, TI., and the date stamp, 1702-3 (Anne.) 
The maker was Robert Timbrell, who manufactured 
several articles for the London City Companies ; 
and it was compulsorv for the maker to stamp on 
his plate the first two letters of his surname. The 
tankard is a massive piece of plate, of bold and 
solid appearance, weighing 5207. i4clwts. On its 
front is engraved the arms of the town, in the 
modern style. It has a hinged cover, which makes 
it inconvenient for drinking purposes, and it is, 
therefore, seldom used. There is a circle of oak 
placed on the outside of the bottom, with the
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apparent object of protection. This oak bottom 
is very rudely fixed, being merely jammed in, and 
must have been inserted since its manufacture.

This tankard is a valuable piece of plate, inas 
much as it is an example of what is known as the 
" Britannia period." It has been erroneously stated 
that this specimen was merely of white metal, as 
the familiar marks of the lion passant and the 
leopard's head are absent, and that the marks of 
Britannia and the lion's head erased indicated an 
inferior metal.

The Corporation of the time, however, did not 
make a good bargain with the silversmith, for their 
money represented £56 4.?. ioj</., although some 
was thin and some doubtful. At the period silver 
was worth 5.?. zd. per ounce troy, and the weight 
of the tankard made in exchange is not quite 5302. 
Their successors have, however, obtained a bargain, 
which they will, no doubt, cherish with jealous 
care.

THE QUEEN ANNE CUT.

The Queen Anne cup or glass, so named from its 
being made and presented in the reign of Queen 
Anne, is a fine and early example of cut and 
engraved glass. Its chief value, however, lies in its 
rare and peculiar form. It is literally a " tumbler," 
the base of the glass being a round ball, so that it 
cannot be placed upright. It is probably the only 
remaining specimen in England, and its unique 
form has caused manv antiquarians to doubt 
whether it was originally in its present form, or 
acquired it through breakage. If the cup be 
carefully examined, however, no doubt will be 
entertained that it is the peculiar form of drinking 
vessel which was designated a tumble, and which 
was used when " draughts long and deep " were 
the rule, and " heel-taps " the exception.
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A movable stand of silver gilt, fitted by means 
of an antique thumb screw, is attached to the 
glass, and on the base of this stand is engraved 
the arms, with mantling, of the house of Fleetwood, 
with their motto, " Homo homini lupus" (Man is 
a wolf to man), and the inscription, " Prosperity 
" to the Queen, the Church of England, and the 
" Corporation of Preston."

Although the gift is not recorded amongst the 
proceedings of the Corporation, there is no doubt 
that it was presented bv Mr. Henrv Fleetwood, 
who represented Preston in Parliament from 1708 
to 172.2. The probabilitv is that he presented the 
cup in commemoration of his election. He was a 
candidate at the previous election, in 1696, but was 
defeated by six votes. He was the eldest son of 
Arthur Fleetwood, of Westminster, and inherited 
an estate in Penwortham, under a settlement dated 
25th June, 1676. bv Edmund Fleetwood, who also 
sat for Preston in if)6o and 1685, and who died 
on the ijth April, 1704. Mr. Henry Fleetwood, 
the donor of the cup, died 22nd Mav, 1746, aged 
84, and was the last male heir of this branch of the 
family. His only sister married Walter Chetwvnd, 
Esq. The Fleetwoods for generations resided in 
Penwortham, and were intimately interested with 
the municipal history of Preston.

There are no Hall marks on the base of the cup 
which would give a clue to the date of manufacture, 
except the maker's mark, sn., with three stars 
below, in a shield. This is sufficient, however, to 
indicate that it was manufactured by Alice Sheen, 
who was entered in the books of the Goldsmiths' 
Company in 1700. It was compulsorv at that 
time, and up to 1720, for makers to mark on plate 
manufactured bv them the first two letters of their 
surname, and it so happens that in the whole of
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the Goldsmiths' books no manufacturer's name is 
entered with the two letters SH. except Alice 
Sheen ; hence the assumption is that this cup was 
manufactured by her. In her time she had a great 
reputation as a maker of fancy gold and silver 
articles, and was one of the leading manufacturers 
of London.

Mr. Henry Fleetwood, the donor of this unique 
cup, was Mayor of \Valton-le-Dale in 1705-6. In 
the White Hook of Orders, page 593, is recorded 
the fact of Mr. Henry Fleetwood being admitted as 
a freeman of the borough, the following being a 
copy of the entry : " Tempore Kdmunch Asheton 
'  gen. Majoris Henricus Fleetwood de Penwortham 
" admissus est y Rotulam cur clecimo quarto die 
li September Anno R. Georgii Mag. Brit, ct primo 
'  Anno D. 1714."

The grant of the rare privilege of being admitted 
to the freedom of the borough between the cele 
bration of guilds it will be seen was subsequent to 
the gift of the cup, the latter being some time 
during the reign of Queen Anne (1702-14), the 
freedom being conferred in the next reign. Thus 
the Corporation of those clays returned their 
acknowledgments by conferring upon the donor the 
highest honour they could bestow ; proving that 
they appreciated the extremely handsome and 
unique form by which the name of Henry Fleetwood 
was to be perpetually connected with the town.

Too great care cannot be taken of this cup, and 
it is to be hoped that the practice of using it for 
the handing round of hot spiced wine to the guests 
resorting with the mayor to divine service will be 
discontinued, for an accidental knock or fall would 
(unlike the silver cups) cause irreparable damage, 
and is a risk which ought not to be run on every 
small civic occasion.
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THE LOVING CUP OR GOBLET.

The two-handled loving cup or goblet is a 
favourite piece of plate belonging to the Corpo 
ration : in point of age being the second drinking 
vessel they possess. It is of silver, quite plain, 
free from any of the embossed work so frequently 
seen on two-handled goblets, and is capable of 
holding about a quart. It weighs 1302. An 
inscription engraved round the cup records, ' : Ex 
" dono Rad'i Longworth gen. Kic'o Hynde gen. 
" Majori burg, sive Ville de Preston et successoribus 
" suis in perpetuum A.D. 1671." (Gift from Radus 
Longworth, gentleman, to Richard Hynde, gentle 
man, Mayor of the borough of Preston, and his 
successors in perpetuity.)

No record exists in the Council books of its pre 
sentation, but the donor was a physician practising 
in Preston, and was a member of the Council. He 
was one of the foreign burgesses inscribed on the 
guild roll of 1672. Beyond this nothing is now 
known of him, but. as seen, he was entered on the 
freemen's roll, as a grateful acknowledgment, pro 
bably, of his gift.

Mr. Richard Hynde, whose name has been per 
petuated by the inscription on the cup, was a 
member of" the Council for only six years. He was 
elected a Common Councilman on the .zist July, 
iGGcj, an Alderman or Bencher on the 26th Sep 
tember, i66g, and Mayor in 1671-2. He died
"V, 6 75-

The cup is perhaps really the oldest piece of silver
in the possession of the Corporation, it having been 
manufactured almost a hundred years before its 
presentation to them, the Hall marks indicating the 
London Assay Office stamp tor the year 1583, being 
one of the earliest examples of its kind in existence, 
and certainly the oldest piece of non-ecclesiastical
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plate which the writer has come across in Lanca 
shire, a county which is rich indeed in ancient silver 
vessels, especially in the chests of our old parish 
churches.

This cup, invaluable as it is from its age and 
local associations, is another example of indis 
criminate cleaning. All silver, and especially the 
priceless old plate that has been handed down to us 
through long generations, is better cleaned with 
simple rubbing of a fine wash-leather. No metal 
polish or other irritable ingredient should be used 
to them, and it is to be hoped that the Corporation 
will issue strict orders that all the silver in their 
possession shall be cleaned as seldom as possible, 
and then onlv be subject to the rubbing process 
indicated.

One interesting record of this cup is, that up to 
the year 1858, it and the silver tankard were lent 
on every occasion of the funeral of a freeman, but 
for what reason it is impossible to sav. ^

TIIK I'l/NCII HOWL, iSlC.

This massive set. consisting of a silver punch 
bowl, ladle, and wine strainer, were-, as the inscrip 
tion engraved round the bottom of the bowl records, 
" The "Gift of the Rt. Honble. Edward. Earle of 
'  Derby, ^th August, 174.2."

On one side of the bowl are engraved the arms, 
with supporters, motto, crest, and mantling, of the 
Earl of Derby, and on the other side the arms of 
Preston. Round the latter are the words. " Preston 
"in Amundernesse. Anno Domini 1742." The Hall 
marks indicate that the plate was manufactured 
in 1741, bearing the London Assay Office letters of 
that year, and was probablv made by Elizabeth 
Godfrev. a leading ecclesiastical silversmith of that 
period. The ladle bears the crest of the house 
of Stanley, but the strainer is umnscribed, though 

u
V
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undoubtedly of the same manufacture. This punch 
bowl, which is impressive and handsome, is 44 
inches in circumference, having a diameter of 14 
inches, and weighs no less than 12702. 4cl\vts. It 
has always been used at Corporation banquets, or, 
to use the ancient term, " meals of state," and has 
supplied many a bumper, in which has been drunk 
the quaintly expressive old toast peculiar to Preston, 
in the form of a couplet : 

" Prosneration 
To the < 'otporation. 1 '

This toast still survives, and is invariablv placed 
at the bottom of the toast lists at all Corporation 
dinners.

The donor of this portion of the Corporation 
plate, Kdward, Karl of Derby, lived in Preston, 
and did his duty as a citizen in going through all 
the grades of office in the Corporation. lie was 
one of the bailiffs in 1737, and was subsequent!v 
elected alderman. lie held the ottice ot mayor in 
1731, and was member for the county 1727-36. He 
was a representative of a younger branch ot the 
family, being descended from Sir James Stanley, 
brother of Thomas, second Karl. He was an alder 
man at the date of his succession as eleventh Karl 
of Derby, in 1736, on the failure of the elder line, 
and for a few years after. He died 24th Februarv, 
1776, aged 86.

The following extracts from the White Hook we. 
interesting, as shewing the advancement in the dif 
ferent grades ot Corporate ottice :  

" Hjtli October, 17,10. Y 1 is unanimously agreed and ordered 
th.it Sir Edward Stanley, liarrt., be and he is hereby elected and 
chosen to make up the number of this Council five and twenty 
in the room and place of Joseph Curtis, ^ent. deed., late one of 
the Aldermen of this Corporation.

11 Meindm. S 1 Edwd. Stanley came into 
Council and took the oath,''



The Regalia and Plate of Preston. 35

" igth October, 1730. It is agieed and ordered thnt S 1 Kdwd. 
Stanley liarrt. be and lie is hereby elected and chosen Alderman 
and Bencher oi this Corporacon in the room and place of 
Joseph Curtis gentleman deed, late one of the Aldermen of the 
said Corporacon.

" intii October, 1730. S 1 Kdwd. Stanley in Council 
took the oath of an Alderman."

'  2nd September. 1740. Whereas the right Honorable Edward 
Earl of I>erby one oi the Aldermen of this Burrough hath lately 
by iiis letter to Mr. Mayor signifyed his pleasure and desire to 
be discharged from tiie said office of Alderman which the 
distance he now lives from Preston will not permit him to 
discharge. And on reading; His Lordships letter to such effect 
It is agreed and so oulered that the said Edward, Earl of Derby, 
be and he is hereby at his Lordship's desire discharged from the 
said office and place of Alderman and fiom all farther attendance 
relating therein, and that another fit and proper per-:<>n be elected 
in his stead.

T\vo years after his lordsllip resigned, the guild 
of 1742 was celehrated. and he took the opportunity 
of presenting the ho\vl, c!v;c.. the date it hears being 
the first clav of the celebration, and it is rather 
curious that this connection \vas not recorded on 
the plate. His lordship had previously, \vhen Sir 
Edward Stanley, made a gift to the Corporation, 
having, in 1729. presented a portrait in oil of 
George II. which is now placed in the Museum.

The house of Stanley has for ages been closely 
associated, by ties of property or residence, with the 
history of the town, members of the house being 
among the most distinguished of in-burgesses of the 
guild, or freemen. It was therefore natural that the 
present Earl of Derby, then Colonel the Right Hon. 
Sir E. A. Stanley, M.P., on his special elevation to 
the peerage, in the lifetime of the late Lord Derby, 
took his title as " Lord Stanley of Preston." and 
this event was recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting of the Council held on the 26th August, 
1886, in the following terms :   

D 2
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c: The Right Worshipful the Mayor having announced to the 
Council that Colonel the Right Honorable Sir Frederick A. 
Stanley, O.C.H.. on whom Her Majesty had graciously conferred 
a peerage, had been pleased to distinguish the Town by taking 
his title therefrom, and becoming " Lord Stanley of Preston," 
it was moved by the Right Worshipful the Mayor [Mr. Alderman 
Henjainin Walmsley). seconded by Mr. Aid. Hibbert, and 
Resolved Unanimously : 'Thru the Council desires, on behalf of 
the Inhabitants, to express high appreciation of the honor 
conferred upon the Jiorounh by Colonel the Right Honorable 
Sir 1'Yederick Arthur Stanley electing, on his elevation to the 
peerage, to take his Title from the Town, and to be known as 
Lord Stanley of Preston, whereby the old and intimate connection 
which has existed between this llorough and the House of 
Stanley is most fmingly recognised and recorded. Reso'ved 
that the Mayor be requested on behalf of the Council :o convey 
tiie foregoing resolution to the Right Honorable Lord Stanley 
of Presion.'

This record of gratification was accordingly 
communicated to his lordship, and as the result 
there was recorded at the Council meeting on the 
3oth September, iNSd, what follows :  

'  Read the following letter from the Right Hon. Lord Stanley 
of Preston, in acknowledgment of the resolution of the Council 
of the ji'ith August. iSS6 :--

"  s. Portland Place, August ?oth, i8S6. 
" ' My Dear Mr. Mayor,

   ' It iias been a sincere pleasure to me to receive 
your kind letter, enclosing the resolution passed by the Council 
of the lionnigh of Preston on the zfith inst. I am | roud to 
think that the whole of my public life has been passed in close 
connection with the inteiests of Preston ami its neighbourhood, 
and I am deeply grateful for the honour which your Council 
have conferred upon me by their expression of goodwill on the 
occasion of my elevation to the House of Lords. I am truly 
glad to think that mv new rame may help to perpetuate and 
keep alive the memory of the old and intimate bonds of union 
which have exi.-ted between your borough and the family of 
which I am a member, and it is my earnest hope that these 
imuual feelings of regard may ever be firmly maintained and 
cherished.

41 ' With my warmest thanks to yourself and to your Council, 
   ' I lemain, dear Mr. Mayor.

" ' Yours very truly,
"   SlANi.i-.v OF PRESTON.'
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" Resolved, that the letter be recorded on the minutes of the 
Council.' 7

It is to be desired that the earnest hope expressed 
by his lordship in the last paragraph of his letter 
may be fulfilled. The Stanlevs were always, 
throughout the history of Preston, to be found 
taking their share in the government of the 
borough, especially when the family, or town house 
of the Earls of Derby was located in Pres-ton, and 
their fellow townsmen did all in their power to 
render them the respect and deference due to their 
exalted position.

It will only be necessary, in support of this 
assertion, to quote one record from the Council 
Book, at a meeting of the Corporation held on the 
8th August, 1747, from amongst the many items 
respecting the family of Stanlev. which frequently 
occur in the old records :  

" Mi. Mayor at this meeting represented to the Council that 
Lord Strange (son of Lord Derby) having lately brought his 
lady to town, he thought it requisite that some public regard and 
respect should be shown to her by the Corporacon. But as to 
the manner of doing it he desired the sence and thoughts of 
the Council. Anil at the same time Recommended the compli 
menting of her Ladyship with a Public Hail, which was 
unanimously agreed to. And Mr. Mayor is desired to take the 
trouble of Ordering and Conducting the same in such manner 
as he thinks fit. And it is Ordered that the exnenc e thereof be 
defrayed out of the Revenue of the Corponicon.''

The ball subsequently held in honour ot the 
occasion was worthy of the ancient town and the 
noble family connected with it, Preston being at 
that time the centre of the fashionable town life 
of Lancashire, the ceremonial glory of which is 
still retained in some measure by the recurring 
celebrations of the guild, when all classes of 
English life are periodically united to perpetuate 
a remnant of the ancient and honourable history 
of the borough.
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THE COVERED EWER.

This piece of plate has been so variously mis 
named by different historians and compilers of 
inventories that many have thought three or four 
such existed. It has alternately been styled "claret 
"jug," "coffee pot," "chocolate pot," and other 
titles, but it is undoubtedly what is known as a 
covered ewer of the early eighteenth century 
manufacture. It is of silver, weighing 3/ox. Gdwts., 
and bears an inscription on the front as follows:   
" The gift of Richard Atherton, Esquire, of Ather- 
" ton, to the Corporation of Preston, 1722."

The arms of the town are also engraved thereon, 
in a peculiar and unusual manner, the Lamb being 
delineated as conchant regardant. The arms of 
the donor are also engraved, being '  Gules, three 
sparrow hawks, argent, 1 ' impaled with the ffaring- 
tons of Worden.

The presentation of this cup was during the
,. year of the celebration of the guild merchant of
} i~~~, zind probably preceded it ; for had the gift 

been subsequent to the guild, it may reasonably be 
assumed that some indication would have been 
made in the inscription on the ewer. It. however, 
really had no connection with the guild for the 
donor was only indirectlv interested in Preston  
but formed part of the gitts of lanuly plate amongst 
a few public bodies. A presentation of plate was 
also made by the donor to the Corporation of 
Liverpool at the same time. The ewer presented 
to Preston was, however, not then an old piece of 
silver, it bearing the London Assay Office Hall

| ( marks of the year 1711, and the maker's initials, 
N.A., in a heart-shaped shield.

The value of this ewer is greater from the fact
[ of its being (like the silver tankard) manufactured 

during the " Britannia period."
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Local historians have got grievously wrong as to 
the Atherton family's connection with Preston. 
The guild mayor of 1782 bore the same name  
Richard Atherton as the donor of the cup, but he 
was not connected with the same family. The 
donor of the cup was the representative of the 
Athertons of Atherton Hall, Lancashire. He was 
a descendant of Sir William de Atherton, member 
of Parliament for the countv in 1381, who traced 
his descent from Robert de Atherton, who, in the 
reign of King John, held the manor of Atherton 
under the Botelers, Barons of Warrington. Mem- 
hers of the family frequently appear as representa- 
lives of the county in Parliament.

The father of the donor of the ewer, whose name 
was also Richard, was Mayor of Liverpool in 1684, 
knighted 22nd June, 1684. and was M.P. for 
Liverpool from 1676-7 till his death in 1686. His 
son Richard, the donor, was the last of his race. 
He married Elizabeth, daughter of William ffaring- 
ton, of Worden Hall, and died in 1726, four years 
after the presentation of the ewer, leaving an only 
daughter (Elizabeth), who was afterwards married 
to Robert Gwillyn, who assumed his wife's surname 
on inheriting the Atherton estate. He died in 1783, 
leaving a son, Legh Atherton (who died in 1780, 
without issue*, and three daughters, his eventual 
co-heiresses, viz. :   (i) Henrietta, wife of Thomas, 
second Lord Lilford ; (2) Elizabeth, married to 
George Keck, of Bank Hall, Bretherton, but died 
without issue ; (3) Hester, who married the Rev. 
Jas. Hornby, rector of Winwick, whose line has 
failed. Thomas Lyttleton. fourth Lord Lilford, 
the grandson of the eldest daughter, is now sole 
representative of the Athertons.

His lordship was fittingly one of the patrons of 
the guild of 1882, and personally took part in the 
ceremonials and festivities of the celebration,
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though unaware of his connection, through an 
ancestor's gilt of the covered ewer, with the ancient 
town.

Till'; SILVER SALVER.

The silver salver or tray bears no inscription. 
It is 18 inches in diameter, and of a good and well- 
executed design of chased edge, above which is a 
raised fluted rim. It weighs 71 o/. i4clwts. The 
Hall marks on the salver indicate that it was 
manufactured during the year 1802-3 ; and in the 
Hovk of Corporation Disbursements   which com 
mences May, 1784, and ends just after the guild 
of 1802, there appears in the portion of the book 
detailing the disbursements from May, 1802, the 
following item : " Item p(1 Mr. Anderson's Bill for 
" a Silver Waiter, ;/'jo 9.9. I !</.''

This salver may therefore be taken to be the one 
purchased by the Corporation in 1802. probably 
with a view to the celebration of the guild mer 
chant of that year.

It is worthy of note that in the Council book, 
under date the .>.jnd March, 1696, the Council re 
quested Mr. Alderman Suclell, when he next visited 
London, " to buy a good large silver salver for the 
'  use of the town." but whether such was purchased 
or not there is no record. 11 so, it does not now 
form part of the plate in the possession of the 
Corporation.

THE i: IH'KROW" SAI.VKR.

This handsome salver was presented by Mr. Al 
derman James Burrow, in commemoration of the 
unique honour he had of being three times mayor 
of tlie borough in successive years. At no period 
during its lengthy civic history has any gentleman 
served the office for three years in succession, with 
the exception of Mr. Burrow. For under the
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statute of 9 Anne, c. 20. sec. 8, there is express 
provision (long since repealed) which renders any 
mavor incapable of being re-elected to the same 
office for the year immediately ensuing. In those 
days the principle adopted was that which obtains 
in the Corporation of London the mayoral chair 
was filled by the aldermen in succession, who in 
their day had been common councilmen and pre- 
viouslv bailiffs. As there were only eight aldermen, 
it became sometimes necessary to re-elect one who 
had passed the chair, and this usuallv fell to the 
senior ex-mayor. Since the Municipal Act of 1835, 
there have only been two instances of a mavor 
holding office two years in succession, viz.. Miles 
Myres, in 1871-2 and 1872-3, and John Forshaw, 
in 1883-4 and 1884-5. The honour conferred on 
Mr. Burrow, therefore, prompted him to leave some 
memorial behind him of the unique circumstance 
in the history of the town, and he commissioned 
Messrs. Klkington to manufacture the very massive 
and handsome salver, which he informally presented 
to the Corporation, and which bears an appropriate 
inscription recording the gift.

sNurr HOXHS.
The snuff boxes are a pair, alike in everv detail. 

They are of silver, and beautifully chased with a 
diamond design, and the insicles are gilt. On the 
top of each lid is a plain oval, wherein are engraved 
the arms of the town (the Lamb being depicted as 
ioiic/hint gardant), ornamented with representation 
ol mace, sword, and cross axes, and inside the lids 
are inscriptions, the one " The gift ot Mr. Richard 
li Palmer, Town Clerk of Preston, 1814." and the 
other " The gift of Mr. John Green, Treasurer of 
" the Corporation, 1814.'' The gifts are recorded 
in the Council book, at a meeting held on the ->jrd 
June, 1814, as follows : 
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" At this Meeting, Mr. Green, the Treasurer, and Mr. Palmer, 
the Town Clerk of this Corporation, each presented the Council 
with a very elegant snuff box, accompanied with an appropriate 
speech upon the occasion, which Mr. Mayor received in the 
name of the Corporation, and returned their acknowledgments 
in like manner. Messrs. Mounsey and Ambler very generously 
offered to keep the above snuff boxes properly supplied with 
snuff to suit the taste of the Corporate Uody which offers were 
also accepted and due Thanks were returned to them by Mr. 
Mayor."

How lon»' these gentlemen continued to keep the 
boxes " properlv supplied" it is difficult to say. At 
all events it is now by custom become the duty of 
the Borough Treasurer, cheerfully performed, to do 
so ; and no doubt the snuff " suits the taste of the 
'  Corporate Body," as the boxes may be seen being 
passed round that august assembly at each meeting 
of the Council.

Mr. Palmer was appointed Town Clerk on the 
1st October, 1801, on Mr. Nicholas Gunshaw's 
resignation, he having been elected an alderman, 
and he retained office tor the lengthy period of over 
50 years, until his death, on the 6th December, 
185.2. He was clerk of the guilds merchant of 
1802, 182.2, and 1842, the longest period of official 
connection on record in Preston.

Mr. Green was appointed Corporation steward 
on the joth April, 1792, which office he resigned 
on the 25th June, 1824, having filled the office for 
the long term of thirty-one years. He was ''Guild 
"Treasurer" for the guild merchant of 1802 and 
1822. On his resignation he was allowed by the 
Council ^'20 per annum " as a token of respect and 
"approbation of his past services." The Corpora 
tion, however, on the 5th February, i8jG, ordered 
the Town Clerk to take counsel's opinion "as to 
" the obligation of the Council to continue the 
"pension of £20 to Mr. John Green, late steward," 
and on the 5th February the Town Clerk reported 
to the Council that the Recorder's opinion had been
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taken upon the matter, and after considering it, it 
\vas resolved that the pension should be continued. 
Mr. Green died in October of the same year.

CANDLESTICKS, ETC.

Amongst the plate are : A pair of candlesticks 
of excellent workmanship, of silver, having bran 
ches of three lights each, \vith the arms of the 
town engraved in different parts thereon. The 
lamb on the arms is placed in the uncommon 
position of coiicliant gtiniaiit. These candlesticks 
are seldom used, sometimes gracing the mayor's 
table at Corporation banquets. A pair of silver- 
plated candle snuffers and trays, and four silver 
labels and chains for decanters. From the Hall 
marks on the candlesticks, it appears that they 
were manufactured in 1788-9. having the date mark 
of the Birmingham Assay Office of that year; but 
there is no entry in the Corporation account book 
of their having been paid for out of the corporate 
funds. The presumption, therefore, is that they 
were presented, though there is no record of any 
such gift.

It is a tradition that these ornamental pieces of 
silver are only a fragment of the valuable candela 
bra plate once possessed by the Corporation the 
mass of which were lost through the unwise system, 
now discontinued, of successive mayors having 
possession of the corporate plate at their own resi 
dences during their term of office. However that 
may be, they were lost prior to 1863, when Mr. 
Samuel Smith, the then mayor, compiled an inven 
tory of the plate. Still, from this inventory, which 
is signed bv the mayor, it appears that the follow 
ing articles, then in existence, do not form part of 
the present plate, viz. : Two silver labels for 
decanters (the inventory mentions six, but four 
only being now in existence) ; one silver-topped



44 The Regalia and Plate of Preston.

corkscrew ; seven dozen and ten silver-plated forks; 
five dozen and nine ivory-hafted knives in maho 
gany box.

MAYOR'S SEAL.
The mayor's seal is a small modern one, in the 

form of a pendant to a watch chain, in which way 
it is usually carried by successive mayors. It is 
used for the purpose of attaching to any document 
of a semi-official character, such, for instance, as 
the attestation ot anv foreign document or deed ; 
the laws of some foreign countries providing that 
the signatures to any document which may be 
received in the courts of law shall be attested by 
the mayor of the place in which the signatories 
reside. As the common seal cannot be used 
without the express authority by resolution of the 
Town Council, this small seal is manifestly of 
great advantage and convenience. The seal is a 
gold one, the bloodstone set therein having 
engraved on it a copy of the arms as now in use, 
surrounding which are the words, " Sig. Com. Vilhe 
" de Preston."

The mayor's seal was informally presented by 
the late Charles Roger Jacson, Esq., D.L., of 
Barton Hall, during his mayoralty in the year 
1865-6. This was apparentlv not the first small 
seal used by mayors, for at a meeting of the 
Council, held on the 2ist March, 1697, '*  u' as 
ordered that there be bought, %; for the use of 
" Mr. Mavor ot this Towne and his successors, 
" a pocket seal engraven with the Holy Lamb, 
" with a little Ivory handle." Whether it was 
bought or not is not recorded ; at all events, this 
seal does not exist now. Mr. Jacson informed the 
writer that his seal was supplied by a Preston 
jeweller to his order, he having felt the need of 
such, and when he retired from office he left it for 
his successors.
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THE NEWSHAM PLATE.

Included in the very handsome bequest of the 
late Mr. Richard Newsham's valuable collection of 
paintings, bronzes, and china to the Corporation, 
are two cups ; one silver gilt, with embossed cupids 
and vines, and the other a silver wager cup, 
designed as a figure in female dress, holding 
overhead a swinging pail. The whole of the 
bequest was, however, to form a nucleus of a 
fine art collection. The cups have not been placed 
with the other corporate plate, but find a home in 
the new Free Library. Museum, and Art Gallery. 
At one time it was thought that these two pieces 
of silver should be separated from the rest of the 
bequest, but the terms of Mr. Xewsham's will 
prevented that.

THE COMMON SEAL.

The common seal of Preston is of silver, inserted 
in a handle of oak. It is never attached to any 
document, except the Council Book, without the 
express authoritv of the Council, by resolution. 
The date of its manufacture is uncertain. The 
earliest document to which a Preston common seal 
is attached appears to be the guild roll of 160.2, 
and its style of make would correspond with that 
period, the design being carved out so as to form 
the matrix. It is two inches in diameter, and 
quite round, with a centre shield containing the 
Holy Lamb bearing a flag, with the letters P.P. in 
the base. Outside the shield is inscribed, in Roman 
characters, '  Sigillum Comune Villa; de Preston " 
(The common seal of the town of Preston). The 
Lamb is depicted as statant regardant.

By their charters it is within the power of the 
Corporation to change their seals at their pleasure, 
as the following extract will show : (Charter
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36 Charles II) " And that the said Mayor, Alder- 
" men, and Burgesses of the said borough and 
" their successors have and shall have one common 
" seal for the doing and performing of all their 
" causes and business whatsoever. And it shall 
" and ntav be laii'ful for them and their successors 
" to change, alter, or make anew the same seal." The 
foregoing is from a translation ordered to be made 
by the Corporation, on the gth June, 1710, and 
entered in the Guild Book of 1702. The words in 
italics are thus translated by Lingard :  " That it 
" be and shall be fully lawful for them and their 
'' successors to break that seal at their pleasure, to 
" change it. and make it anew." The former 
translation, however, is the more literal one, and 
has besides the official sanction. The same words 
occur in the charter granted in 1566, by Queen 
Elizabeth.

The Corporation have only once exercised the 
power of altering their seal : for the worse, it is 
thought by many, who desire that the present 
Corporation would revert to the ancient style.

*' 


