
LEAVES FROM AN ANTIQUARY'S 
NOTE BOOK.

LIVERPOOL STREETS.

D URING the present year, the opening of con 
siderable lengths of the streets of Liverpool 

for the purpose of hiving the electric wires for the 
telegraphs and telephone, has disclosed many of 
the remnants of the ancient town, and the lost lines 
of the original streets. While it is possible to 
ascertain these from the numerous plans and 
records in the municipal archives, they are not 
readily accessible to all citizens ; moreover, they 
do not give, as these excavations have done, the 
character of the buildings that occupied the lines 
of streets. It may. therefore, be of interest to 
record them.

Ancient Liverpool was built in the form of an 
irregular double cross ; Castle Street, High Street, 
and Old Hall Street forming an irregular line from 
north to south ; Tithebarn Street and Chapel Street 
being the northernmost cross line from east to 
west; Dale Street and Water Street the southern 
cross arms. The town stretched from the Castle 
to the Old Hall, and from the pool to the shore of 
the river. Within this space was much open 
ground, fields and crofts behind the houses. 
There were scarcely any minor streets, the town 
being built on the northern system, having narrow 
courts and alleys branching from the main streets. 
A few of these remain, and more existed within 
memory Slater's Court, Union Court, Orange 
Court, Sweeting Street (which is actually two 
courts meeting at right angles) ; while the larger



Leaves from an Antiquary's Note Book. 179

houses in Dale Street, Water Street, Tithebarn 
Street, etc., had their private courts, containing 
gardens, warehouses, and workshops. This plan 
of construction it has been the unceasing effort of 
modern improvement to abolish, so that little now 
remains.

The markets were at the Crosses ; the High Cross 
at the north end of Castle Street ; the White Cross 
at the. junctions of Tithebarn Street, High Street, 
Chapel Street, and Old Hall Street, which was for 
country folk entering the town ; the Red Cross, 
behind the Castle, was the cattle market, and 
later, a general market.

The present Exchange buildings cover most of 
the site of the ancient High Street. The exca 
vations crossed this street close to the Exchange 
gateways, and disclosed a street 25 feet wide, 
its line being covered bv the two easternmost 
arches of the gates and their piers. It was three 
or four feet below the present level, and skirted 
bv brick houses of no verv ancient date, well built, 
and having cellars ; the bricks were those made 
after the date of the excise duty on bricks, laid
on in the of Geore III.

About 12 feet from the gates, almost at the centre 
of the street, and close to the surface, lay three 
large blocks of yellow stone, about three feet long, 
two wide, and one thick, much worn and damaged. 
These lay exactly on the spot where the White Cross 
is known to have stood, and though they cannot 
be said with certainty to have belonged to its base, 
their position and character are suggestive.

Turning eastward up Tithebarn Street, numerous 
foundations of houses, mostly of yellow stone, ashlar, 
were cut through, and the line of this street has been 
set back southward from 21 to 25 feet. The houses 
had cellars, partly cut in the rock, but more east 
ward in clay. A few copings and stone mullions 
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shewed these to have been stone-built houses of 
the I7th or iSth century. Near the centre of 
Exchange Street East, a kind of paved alley, 
about three feet wide, ran north and south ; the 
pavement was made of solid ashlar blocks, and the 
stone foundations of houses on each side of it, 
suggested that the original arrangement had been 
a court, with a narrow entry, and that at a later 
date. Exchange Street East, had been broken 
through the line of houses into Tithebarn Street.

A little higher up the street, the trenches came 
through the old line of road, and disclosed few 
foundations, but here, a number of the ancient 
wooden pipes for the supplv of water from Bootle 
to Liverpool were dug out. They lay three or four 
feet below the surface, and were made of the trunks 
of beech trees, bored out very cleanly with pump 
augurs, the smaller ends were cut to a conical form, 
and plugged into the butt ends of the adjacent logs, 
into which a wrought iron ring was driven to pre 
vent splitting. The wood was in excellent condition. 
These pipes were laid down under a scheme of Sir 
Cleave Moore's, propounded about 1690, and com 
pleted a century later. Several others were found 
in Cook Street and other parts of the excavations. 
It is noteworthy that in the excavations at Roman 
Callera, Silchester, traces of similar wooden pipes 
were found with iron rings at the junctions ; the 
system, therefore, if not the pipes, is ancient. From 
High Street to the west corner of Fenwick Street, 
similar foundations were uncovered, but little of 
interest beyond the fact that the original Chapel 
Street was fully 20 feet narrower than the present, 
and that most of the houses were cellared. It is 
notable that the rock originally came near the 
surface in High Street, and down Chapel Street, 
and that the cross must have stood on the highest 
part of the rock, and High Street ran along its ridge.
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Old Hall Street gave but few remains in situ, 
but just sufficient to show that the street was 
nearly 30 feet narrower than at present, and had 
been widened westwards. Fenwick Street was 
new in the time of Sir Edward Moore ; it was 
much narrower than at present, as shewn by a 
few foundations on the west side. As it approached 
Brunswick Street, the rock rose close to the surface, 
and at Old Ropery, a deep gulley was cut across 
about 20 feet wide, filled with rubbish. As the 
rock naturally falls east and west, it is impos 
sible that this could be a natural water course. 
Our records of it shew that it was used, about 
the middle of the lyth century, for a ropery, and a 
dry bridge was thrown over it to continue the line 
of Fenwick Street. I would submit the theory that 
this formed the outer entrenched court of the 
Castle, and that such buildings as the "long stable" 
and the "prison," etc., of which we have a record, 
would have stood within its enclosure ; and the 
many references to the herbage of the Castle 
trenches, which were let off, would be consistent 
with the presence of earthworks, and were impossi 
ble in the deep rock-cut moat of the Castle.

At the termination of this street, was uncovered 
the curious angular line of wall shewn in Chad- 
wick's and other old maps, just where the foot- 
walk of Fenwick Street debouches on James 
Street. It proved to be a strong ashlar stone 
wall, and might have formed part of the old prison, 
built after the "long stable" had been destroved.o - 

Beyond this point, the trench went through the 
rock to the castle moat, which it twice crossed, 
cutting its way through the squalid foundations 
of the mean houses that bordered the west castle 
moat before the town acquired it; these tenements 
were of brick.

Down the line of South Castle Street nothing
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of interest was found. Pool Lane was anciently a 
mere trackway to the ferry.

In crossing Water Street, foundations of a house 
were found in the line of Fenwick Street, nearly 
in the middle of both streets ; also stone mullions 
and window heads that must have belonged to 
an early house of good style. Evidently the line 
of the new Fenwick Street was broken through 
that of Water Street. In a similar way, John 
Street was shewn to have been opened out of 
Dale Street ; the foundations there were of small 
bricks of Stuart type, and in the roadway, opposite 
the Royal Insurance new buildings, was a well, 
20 feet deep, lined with good bricks, evidently 
formerly m the back premises of a Dale Street 
house.

Mooriields and South John Street gave nothing 
of interest.

In Cook Street, beside the water pipes, the work 
men broke into a kind of tunnel, 14 feet high, 
cut in the hard rock, going apparently in the direc 
tion of the Town Hall. Cook Street was formerly 
more like a court than a street ; it was entered 
under a handsome stone arch, and the King's 
Arms Hotel crossed it, a good old inn of Hanoverian 
date. The street was very narrow, and was 
widened northwards. Possibly this vault may be 
one of the cellars of the old hotel. It may be well 
to record here that the business part of Liverpool, 
at the end of last, and early in the present century, 
was full ot vaulted cellars, often two stories deep ; 
very many of which have been destroyed by recent 
improvements.

A very large series of double vaults has recently 
disappeared from Rumford Place, and the great set 
that underlies the area of Exchange Alley is now 
being taken down. The disuse of these great 
stores for merchandise marks an historic phase in
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English commerce. When they were built, almost 
everv article of import was subject to duty, and 
bonded stores were restricted to a definite area, 
and this was crowded with such accommodation. 
Free trade has done away with these requirements, 
and these cellars, once so valuable, are superseded. 
The lines of the land in Exchange Alley, as well 
as Rumford Place, are those of the ancient fields 
on which they were built. The narrow strips of 
plough land were curved at the ends where the 
the plough turned, and this gave form to the fields. 
The subsequent buildings followed these lines.

On this site, the last ancient inn in the street, 
which faced Chapel Street, has been taken down, 
and- under its hearth was found a deposit of coins, 
chiefly of George IPs reign, and a few tokens. 
The same kind of finds have occurred lately in 
removing other old Liverpool houses ; they are a 
survival oi the extremely ancient practice of founda 
tion sacrifices, a possible instance of which was 
found at Birkenheacl Priory, the skeleton of a goat 
being built into a recess near the door.

ST. GEORGK S CHURCH.

An examination of St. George's Church vaults and 
graves, shewed that the materials of the older church 
had been used up in their walls, fragments of 
columns and other details being built in ; but of the 
fine sculptures that adorned the older church there 
is no trace. It would be interesting to know what 
became of these. The church covers the site of the 
chapel, the south west tower, and part of the hall of 
the Castle. The graves shew the rock does not 
fully reach the surface here ; we 
does so on the north 
and that in levelling 
down many feet. It is plain that

know that it 
and east sides of the Castle, 

the site, the rock was cut
the gatehouse
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and east side of the Castle stood on an elevated 
knoll of rock. An ancient wood-cut, believed to 
show the gate passage, represents it as partly hewn 
through tne rock. From this point, the surface 
slopes steeply southward and westward, and old 
views represent the masonry on the south coming 
well down into the ditch. This set of the ground 
also accounts for the fact that after the destruction 
of the Castle, the inhabitants of houses on the 
south complained that their houses were flooded by 
rain from the higher Castle area.

BEBIXGTON PASTURES.

Some relics of the ancient system of communal 
village agriculture survive in certain fields and 
their names in Lower Bebmgton. Some of these 
being superseded and nearly forgotten, it is well now 
to record them. The Great Heath Field and the 
Little Heath Field, in which the house of the 
manager of Port Sunlight works is now built, 
adjoined the heath, or common land, on the hill 
top, belonging to the village ; Heath Road led to 
the Heath. Townfield Lane divided the plough 
lands of the Town Field, and some of its narrow 
strips are still indicated by the hedge-rows. On 
the slope of the hill of Higher Bebington, traces of 
still older cultivation can be traced in the lines 
of the "balks" and "lynches." The district now 
known as New Ferry, was originally called "The 
Pastures," and was the common grazing land ; 
a small scrap of this below the station, now used 
as a drying ground, is the only remnant of common 
land remaining unenclosed.
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liLiin Justices and afterwards recorded on the octave of St. Hilary 
(Jan. 14) between Henry of Scaresbrek plaintiff and Simon del 
Holmes and his wife iMonisia unjustly occupjin.s; 3! acres of 
land and the 6th part of one messuage with appurtenances in 
Hurleton and Hcaresbrek They a^ree that the said Simon and 
llionisia acknowledge that the aforesaid tenements and appur 
tenances are the right of Henry of which the said Henry has 2 
acres with appurtenances by gift of the said Simon and Dionisia 
and they the said Simon and I Jicmisia agree that ij acres of land 
and the Cth part of the messuage which John Salter tailor and 
his wife Kalherine hold for the term of the life of the said 
Kalherine at her death revert to the saiil Simon and Dionisia 
and af:er their death such revert to Henry of Scaresbrtk and his 
heirs And for their acknowledgment and agreement the said 
Hemv paid to Simon and Dionisia 10 maiks of silver.

102. [1569.] [\Viil of '1 "nomas of I.alhum] In tiie name of 
Clod Amen On Saturday the morrow of the Kxaltation of the 
Holy Cross (Sept. 141 in the year of the Lord 1369 I Thomas 
of ].album sound in mind and body make my Will in this 
manner In the first place I bequeath my soul to Cod and I!. 
Mary and all the Saints and my body to be buried in the Church 
of 13. Nicholas of JJurscogh And I wish my funeral and 
expenses be arranged according to the settling of my executors 
In the first place I bequeath to the Prior and Canons of B. 
Nicholas of Ijiirscough that they have me in special remem 
brance and pray for me 100 shillings Also to the brothers of
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being superseded and nearly forgotten, it is well now 
to record them. The Great Heath Field and the 
Little Heath Field, in which the house of the 
manager of Port Sunlight works is now built, 
adjoined the heath, or common land, on the hill 
top, belonging to the village ; Heath Road led to 
the Heath. Townfield Lane divided the plough 
lands of the Town Field, and some of its narrow 
strips are still indicated by the hedge-rows. On 
the slope of the hill of Higher Bebington, traces of 
still older cultivation can be traced in the lines 
of the "balks" and "lynches." The district now 
known as New Ferry, was originally called "The 
Pastures," and was the common grazing land ; 
a small scrap of this below the station, now used 
as a drying ground, is the only remnant of common 
land remaining unenclosed.


