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E task of tracing- the origin of our ancient 
halls would involve a labour almost equal to 

recounting the progress ot society in Britain, from 
the conditions ot overlordship and serfdom to that 
of our modern so-called free institutions. Their 
origin was somewhat varied, hut they may be 
classed generally as being the chief houses of a 
village community, of a manor, or of an estate ; 
and to this latter class the minor halls more 
generally belonged. For the village community or 
the burghs they were very frequcntlv the seats of 
justice lor the numerous local courts, which dealt 
with the minor legislation of their own neigh 
bourhood, most of which courts have fallen into 
desuetude, owing to the centralisation of such 
courts in the larger towns, which with additional 
facilities of communication has continued from 
year to year to increase. Similar court rights 
existed tor many of the manors, and in addition to 
the ordinary causes tried in them, the special 
customs and duties of the manorial tenants were 
regulated, and their services called for at the due 
season, each manor having its own set of laws 
and duties for its government; while the minor
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halls, which had no such privileges, being simply 
the chief" houses of a township or an estate, were 
adapted only for residential and agricultural pur 
poses, and for the oversight of the labourers and 
tenants.

It will suffice to suggest a reason for the fact 
that the greater number of our ancient halls, more 
particularly the lesser ones, although often portions 
of very ancient estates, have in their present form 
come down to us chiefly from late Plantagenet, 
Tudor, and later times. Possibly the first serious 
division of great properties will be found to date 
from the Wars of the Roses, when so many of the 
nobles fell in battle 1 or under the axe of the 
executioner, : and so widely were the great estates 
confiscated, redistributed, and broken up, that we 
find at this period numbers of the trading and 
mercantile classes came into possession of estates 
formerly held by the nobles.

Another cause of the increase of minor estates 
in late mediaeval times, may be found in the joint 
influence of the decay of feudal service tenure, 
which was in itself a relic of serfdom, and the 
continually diminishing value of money. The feudal 
service tenures involved not only military service, 
the garrison duty of the castle for the overlords, 
but the giving of free labour, such as ploughing, 
sowing, reaping, tending cattle, &c., on the lord's 
estate, in addition to contributions of food, fodder, 
poultry. &c., the provision of which often took up 
much of the tenant's time. For these services he 
held his house and lands, for his own cultivation 
and maintenance. In course of time these services 
were commuted for money payments, and some 
times for either a sum paid down, or a periodical

1 Professor Mciklejohn says th.it not more than thirty of the old nobles 
were left alive from the Wars of the Rose.^. 
  * Edward IV is said to have put to death 1400 persons of high rink.
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payment in perpetuity. In the first case the 
acknowledgment of service was continued by a 
nominal tax, such as a rose, an arrow, a pair of 
gloves, or a peppercorn, which latter is a legal 
term still in use. In the other case, that of periodical 
payments at a fixed sum, the value in the twelfth 
or fourteenth century of one penny or one shilling 
was twenty-five to thirty times what it is to-day ; 
therefore in course of time such fixed rents 
became almost nominal considerations, and from 
these sprang up the smaller freehold estates, each 
with its hall and dependencies.

The last cause of the rise of these properties 
came about from the cessation of the cultivation of 
communal lands, on which villagers and burghers 
had rights of common cultivation and pasture, and 
their enclosure and division as private properties. 
This change to modern modes of tenure was freely 
exercised in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
and to this we may assign the origin of numberless 
small halls, the property and abode of yeomen and 
commoners, which sprang up so freely in those 
centuries.

It may be noted that there is a great unity of 
type in nearly all the halls, with an infinite variety 
of detail, and that in their plan and construction 
they are adapted for their special purposes. For 
instance, in a hall which is the seat of a manor we 
may expect to find the great hall for the assembly 
of the manorial tenants to form one of the leading 
features, as it also will be when the hall was the 
seat of a court-leet for its district. In this latter 
case there may frequently be found a variation of 
detail in the provision of galleries, for the accom 
modation of those who attended the court, these 
being larger than the ordinary minstrel galleries, 
and they sometimes occupied both the end and 
side of the great hall.
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In the smaller houses no such provision is made, 
and the huge fireplace bespeaks the domestic use 
of the hall, which is often itself so reduced in area 
as to become a mere vestibule or lobby, as in 
modern houses, this feature being characteristic of 
manv of the smaller houses. The unity of the 
design consists chiefly in the arrangement of the 
plan, the hall nearly always forming the central 
feature. At each end a wing is added, that at the 
upper end being for the use of the master and his 
family ; the lower end contains the kitchen and 
domestic offices. The earlier houses seldom exceed 
two storeys in height ; the later ones commonly 
have an attic in the roof, thus giving some additional 
space for dormitories.

The smaller halls are the more interesting, owing 
to their containing only those few typical apart 
ments which were considered indispensable, and it 
is marvellous to see how few these were. The 
modern idea of a number of separate bedchambers 
was absent. The men slept on a shake-down in 
the hall, or in the outbuildings ; the master had 
his chamber, and there might be one or two more 
rooms for sleeping apartments. Even in large 
halls, before the seventeenth century, the rooms 
were few in number.

Another feature of interest in some of the smaller 
halls is the large extent of farm buildings, compared 
with the size of the hall. These formed in many 
cases a quadrangle, with the hall commonly set in 
the rear of them, in this arrangement imitating the 
plan of a castle with inner and outer bailey. It 
frequently happens that only the hall is moated, 
the farm buildings being external to the moat. An 
admirable instance of this is to be found at Prest- 
wich, where we have a verv small hall with verv 
large outbuildings. Cranshaw, now destroyed, was 
a similar example, and the Hutte, at Halewood, is
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another and very line one. Speke has the same 
feature, and within the last thirty years all its 
outbuildings of the period of the hall were perfect.

The lesser halls and manor houses of Lancashire 
form such an extensive and very rich field for all 
who are fond of architectural and antiquarian re 
search, that in this short paper I can but touch the 
very fringe of such a wide and varied a subject as 
the houses of our forefathers, as they stood at the 
close of the sixteenth and beginning of the seven 
teenth centuries.

In this paper it is hardly necessary to state that 
the great manor houses of Lancashire, such as 
Speke Hall, Turton Tower. Smithells Hall, Hogh- 
ton Tower, Agecroft Hall, Towneley Hall, and 
others of equal prominence, have received more 
than their fair share of attention and admiration, 
having been described and illustrated over and over 
again, with a full account of their architectural 
structure and beauty, their histories and traditions, 
by different well-known authors of repute and ex 
perience. From the best records that we have, we 
gather that Lancashire alone had about or upwards 
of three hundred of these halls and manor houses, 
great and small, about the commencement of the 
seventeenth century. Baines tells us " that in 
" Standish parish alone there were thirty-two halls, 
" most now sunk into decay." Many of these 
manors had been held through long centuries, 
generation after generation, by the same family, 
many families having taken their name from those 
of the halls acquired bv them in early times.

The smaller halls and manor houses of our 
county were very much more numerous than the 
larger or first-class manor house, and ranged from 
the low house covered with thatch to one of con 
siderable pretensions, that was beautiful as well as 
comfortable, and occupied respectively In- the



176 Lesser Halls and Manor Houses of Lancashire. 

worthy yeoman who " was passing rich on forty
  -j I o

" pounds a year," and the opulent squire, a man 
who stood much higher in the scale of society, yet 
did not come up to the position of dignity and 
influence enjoyed by the lords and nobles who were 
the proud possessors of the greater manor houses, 
or by the lords of the manor, not necessarily nobles. 
The lesser halls seem to be quite ignored or over 
looked, or only to have received a passing notice 
by the great majority of antiquaries. I think 
they hardly deserve this neglect, for they have 
a very high standing, and play a very prominent 
part in the history of our own county and its 
people. This subject presents such a vast mine of 
information and history that it would fill many 
volumes, that is, if the various possessors of the 
ancient deeds and documents would only allow 
them to be perused and translated, and put into 
something like order, instead of keeping them 
locked up and unseen, and in many cases in most 
unsuitable places, in a state of disorder and utterly 
uncared for. The different modes of construction, 
architectural features, furniture, dress, social cus 
toms, and traditions of this period, all present 
features of the most interesting description.

Now the great majority of these houses were 
comparatively small, and though adapted to the 
simpler wants of the period, their details have a 
general relation to those of the larger houses. They 
were occupied by worthy yeomen, themselves, in 
many cases, members of the younger and poorer 
branches of the greater families, who though not 
rich according to our modern ideas, were, as a class, 
keen, hard-working men of substance and integrity, 
who mostly derived their income from the land 
they held, or from the manorial dues, which in a 
great many cases was very limited. They repre 
sented the middle class of their day, and have justly
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been called the backbone of the country : first, on 
account of their great majority in numbers ; 
secondly, they were the guardians of law and order, 
through the wide municipal town and village organ 
isations that existed in the middle ages, and ever 
ready to defend hearth and home, each village and 
township being bound to maintain a levy of men, 
trained to military service, and a store of arms ; 
and lastly, theirs was the purse that provided for a 
great part of the burdens of the State.

In these lesser halls life and living at this period 
must have been very plain and simple indeed, 
for they were mostly secluded and far apart, and 
usually stood a long way back from the main 
highway. Visitors were few, and there was little 
intercourse among families and friends, except 
upon special occasions, such as weddings, christen 
ings, and the feasts of Whitsuntide and Yuleticle, 
when a good deal of revelry was entered into, with 
much eating and drinking, occasions which were 
looked forward to as events in their lives, and 
talked of afterwards for many a dav.

Travelling from one part to another had to be 
performed on horseback, or on foot, or in horse or 
mule litters, and commerce was carried by pack- 
horses, and sometimes the stiff, lumbrous cart was 
used that conveyed the produce to market, for at 
this period travelling coaches were onlv possessed 
by a lew of the greatest nobles in the land, having 
only been introduced into England in 1580. People 
knew very little of what was taking place in the 
world outside their own immediate sphere, and had 
few means of knowing, except such scanty news 
that might possibly be brought by the mounted 
messenger, or the travelling trader, or perchance 
some soldier or traveller who had returned from 
abroad ; news about local affairs even being mostly 
obtained on market or fair days, when the wool or

N



178 Lesser Halls and Manor Houses of Lancasnire.

other farm produce was sold or bartered for the 
necessaries and comforts of the home. We must 
also bear in mind that the roads were very few, and 
the best of them anything but good and hardly 
worthy of the name : they ran, in the north and 
east part of the county, over hills, many bleak and 
exposed, across deep sloughs and quick-running 
streams that had to be forded, for bridges were few 
and far between ; and in the south and west these 
roads, in many places, were carried across moors 
and marshes that were the haunt of wildfowl, and 
the home of damp, thick fogs, fever and ague- 
roads that, in very wet seasons and especially in 
winter time, would become almost impassable and 
dangerous to wayfarers.

These great drawbacks rendered communication 
from place to place a very difficult undertaking, so 
that they were, if only by compulsion, a stay-at- 
home class of people. The every-day round of 
life must have been a very easy and contented one, 
with very little change, and comparatively few 
anxieties : it was only broken now and then by a 
visit to the town or village on market or fair day. 
The yeoman looking after his crops and cattle, and 
the female portion of the family occupied with the 
dairy, the poultry, the spinning wheel, needlework, 
or other domestic duties ; and after work had 
ceased, and the evening meal had been partaken of, 
to gather round the fire and talk over the events of 
the day, or amuse themselves by singing madrigals 
to the guitar and lute, or tell weird ghost stories 
and tales of witches and witchcraft, or recount to 
the younger members of the family warlike stories 
of the courage and prowess in battle of their fore 
fathers. It is remarkable also that certain classical 
histories and tales had been handed down, genera 
tion after generation, probably through the monastic 
study of classical legends, so that we find in some
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places the old Italian romances orally transmitted 
clown to our day. Up to this period very few books 
were to be found in general use among men, except 
the book of Holy Writ, and that was mostly to be 
found in the church chained to the reading desk. 
Books, before the seventeenth century were very 
costlv to obtain, and almost beyond the reach 01 
the ordinary veoman, and were regarded as great 
possessions, so that we can quite understand what 
a simple minded class of people they were, and how 
so much superstition prevailed and was implicitly 
believed by the great majority of the people of their 
dav. This. I think, would be a fair picture of 
everyday life as it was in those days. The pri 
mitive manner of life and living, and the greater 
value of money, can perhaps be more readily under 
stood from the Will of a yeoman, who occupied one 
of these lesser houses, and it will serve to give us 
a considerable insight into their private means and 
frugal mode of living.

" Tm :. YViu. oi : ROBEKT ENTWISTLE, or THF. Foi.ncs."

   In the name, &c., the loth clay of February, in the year of our 
Lord God 1573-4. I, Robert Fntwistle, of the Foldes, in the 
countie of Lancaster, being sick in body, but in Rood and perfect 
remembrance, praised be God, do ordain and make this my last 
will, cVc., and my body to be buried within the church of Holton. 
as near my wife as may well be suffered. I give unto Alexander 
Hasslam £( > 13*. 4</. and six sheep. I give unto William Hasslam 
£5, six sheep, a coverlet, a pair of sheets, and a pair of blankets ; 
unto John Leyvcr a coverlet, a pair of sheets, and a pair of 
blankets ; unto Gyles Hasslam 40.^.; unto the son of Gyles Hasslam 
2os. I give unto the wife of Henry Longworth i js. 4i/.; unto 
George Longworth. son of the said Henry. Jos. ; unto Sysseley 
Longworth ^os.; unto four children of Kault Fntwistle, every one 
<>s. 8J.; unto William Fntwistle of the Brode Head ijs. 4i/. ; unto 
Alys \Vorthington 205.; unto every child of Alexander \Vorthingtoii 
3*. 4</. 1 give Agnes Croston a heifer ; unto Johan Worthingtnn 
Os. S,/.; unto Nycholas Mathcr two ewes, and unto his daughter 
two lambs ; unto Alys Fntwistlc a heifer and zos. 1 give Agnes 
Fntwistlc ios.; unto the wife of Henry Fntwistle and her daughters 
that arc unmarried 405.; unto Genet Horroeks 20.5.; unto Jane 
Syme 6s. >Si/,; unto Anne Croston a little pan, a voyder, and a 
pewter dish. I give unto Fluabeth Horrocks a great pot. I give 
to Thomas Longworth 6s. Si/. ; also I give n-ito the wife of Richard

N 2
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Brabyn a cow. I give unto Sysselye Longworth a cow. I give 
unto Jane Syme a cow stirke. I give \into James Horrocks 135. ^i. 
I give unto Jane Hasslam 6s. 8</. And I ordain and make Hugh 
Entwistle, Rauf Entvvistle, and Alexander Entwistle, and Alexander 
Worthicgton my executors, &c.; and I give every one of them 
135. 4<f. And I heartily desire Edmund Entwistle and George 
Holme, yeomen, to be supervisors, &c.; and I give either of them 
for their pains 135. 4<Y. The residue of my goods not bequeathed, 
expenses, and costs after my burial, I leave unto my executors, to 
give and dispose unto poor people, the next of my friends, and 
other charitable deeds. These being present, &c., Roger Bromley, 
Elis Leyver, Henry Longworth, with others."

Yet it is very astonishing that with all the 
drawbacks of the period, what a number of men 
of mark rose from the yeoman class to positions 
of the highest prominence and dignity, and who 
filled and maintained the position to which they 
attained with honour to themselves and the county 
of their birth, whose names will be handed down 
for centuries to come in the history of Lancashire.

Among them we find Humphrey CVietnam, the 
successful merchant, who was born at Crumpsall 
Hall in 1580, was knighted by Charles I, became 
High Sheriff of Lancashire, and was the founder 
of Chetham's Hospital and Library, in Manchester. 
Robert Bindloss, the successful mercer, who 
became the proprietor of Borwick Hall, and was 
knighted by Charles II, who stayed one night at 
Borwick in 1651, sharing Sir Robert's hospitality. 
Thomas Walmsley, who became a judge, was 
knighted by James I, built Hacking Hall in 1608, 
and died in 1614. Thomas Tyldesley, the soldier, 
who sprang from the Tyldesleys of Myerscough 
Lodge, and w-as knighted by Charles I. He was 
the hero of the battle of Wigan Lane. Richard 
Mather, born at Mather House, Lowton. in 1576, 
a divine of considerable reputation, who was one 
of the Pilgrim Fathers, Jonas Moore, born 1614, 
at Whittle-le-Woods, near Chorley, became a dis 
tinguished mathematician, and was knighted b\: 
Charles II. Jeremiah Horrox, born in 1619. at
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Lower Lodge, Toxteth Park, a celebrated astrono 
mer, afterwards became minister at Hoole, and died 
in 1640. Indeed many of the great families of our 
own time owe their present high social position to 
the frugality and dogged perseverance of the worthy 
yeomen who occupied the lesser "halls of Lancashire 
in days of yore.

During the latter half of the sixteenth century 
the country had enjoyed almost unlimited pros 
perity, agriculture as well as trade and commerce 
having made rapid strides, and the people generally 
were feeling the influence of this increasing 
wealth, and their participation in that prosperity. 
In this period ten grammar schools had been 
founded or endowed in Lancashire, viz., Burnley, 
Clitheroe, Leyland. Blackburn, Rivington, Rochdale, 
\Vinwick. Blackrod, Hawkshead, and Bretherton ; 
and great stimulus was given thereby to education. 
These combined influences were spreading among 
all classes with unmistakeable power, and with 
them rose up an important, thoughtful, and vigorous 
middle class ; indeed the condition of the entire 
population was gradually becoming better and more 
refined.

The end of the sixteenth and the commencement 
of the seventeenth century may be called a transi 
tion age, because the increasing wealth of the 
country brought with it additional comfort, luxury, 
and enjoyment, and caused a great many changes 
to be made, and a large amount of building and 
rebuilding to take place at this period. Most of 
the old fortified houses, with immensely thick walls, 
lew and inconvenient rooms that were badly 
lighted, and want of conveniences, were being 
pulled down or altered, their domestic arrange 
ment not being so well suited to the newer ideas. 
Some were rebuilt on the old foundations, as is 
witnessed by the date on many of these houses
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still standing, or of which we have record handed 
down to us showing that a more ancient building 
occupied the site. The great hall, with its raised 
dais and canopy for the master, family, and guests, 
and the long table down the centre, or both sides 
of the hall, for retainers and servants, which apart 
ment had long held pride of place as chief room of 
the house, was slowly but surely giving way to the 
more modern drawing and dining room of the 
present day, with a separate part of the house for 
the accommodation of the servants, and a re-ar 
rangement of the sleeping accommodation of the 
upper floors, so as to ensure greater privacy and 
comfort.

Then the need for defence from enemies and 
armed bands was becoming a thing of the past, 
being gradually lessened by the better condition 
and enlightenment of the people. The ancient 
moat, that had been the principal means of defence 
in times past, was giving place to the park and 
garden. Men and their families were able to go 
about with a greater sense of freedom and security, 
and were not always required to be armed and 
attended when they went a little distance from their 
homes, so that the builders of houses at this period 
had not to make a defensive site their first con 
sideration, but rather to choose one that would be 
more convenient, wholesome, and fertile. The 
diversified character of these lesser halls, and the 
difference in their design and in the materials used 
in their construction, were mainly influenced by 
the conditions of the country in which they were 
situated. Local materials were invariably used, 
for their transport from a distance was difficult. 
Skilled labour was widely distributed, but displayed 
a local and sometimes primitive character.

In the greater part of the south and south-west 
of our county of Lancaster, which at this time
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consisted of a very large proportion of low, un- 
drained, swampy ground and morass, interspersed 
with woods and growing timber, and having a 
scanty and somewhat isolated population, who 
were, in many of their ways and ideas, fifty years 
or more behind the general advance of progress, 
we find many of these houses were built of timber 
and plaster only, or what is called wattle and daub, 
some very rudely put together, mostly consisting of 
a timber frame, with the stiles sunk into the ground, 
or set on a low stone base, braced together with 
cross and diagonal pieces, the spaces between filled 
with plaster, and with a roof of thatch ; and many 
built with timber framework, filled in by brickwork, 
which in a great measure accounts for so many of 
these houses having gone to decay or been pulled 
down early in the present century; others, of better 
and more solid construction, were built on a stone 
basement, with a timber and plaster superstructure, 
many of these having the timber-work of more 
ornamental character, while some of the better 
class were of very superior design both in material, 
detail, and finish, many having pleasant bay win 
dows, quaint gables, and ornamental chimneys, the 
rich ornamentation and careful working of all the 
various parts of the building being the strongest 
evidence of the thought, care, and pride taken in 
building these ancestral homes, almost regardless 
ot cost. Such houses are Slade Hall, Newton 
Hall, Tonge Hall. Worthington Hall. Higher Buck- 
shaw. &C. Also, in this part of tin countv. we may 
come across an occasional example built of bricks, 
and roofed with slate, such as Tue Brook House, 
Widnes House, the Hutte. Tan Hall, and I have 
no doubt others : while in north and north-east 
Lancashire we find these houses mostly built of 
good, well-squared stone, with strong walls, long 
stone mullioned windows, and wide open chimneys,
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and with timbers of great strength, and roofed with 
grey slates, and in most cases dated and initialed ; 
such as Hacking Hall, Lostock Hall, Hesketh End, 
Lovely Hall, New Hall, Wisewell Hall, Tod Hall, 
and many others.

Great advances were made in the fitting-up of 
these new homes, for the standard of comfort and 
health, both in dwellings and food, had advanced 
everywhere, many of the better-class houses having 
the best rooms wholly or partly wainscoted in oak, 
sometimes elaborately carved with coats of arms, 
dates, and initials, and with stout, strong doors of 
oak, furnished with ornamental iron fittings. Oak 
flooring boards laid on oak beams, handsome 
ceilings of panelled oak or plaster work, staircases 
mostly of oak, many with pilasters, rails, and 
landings covered with rich ornamentation, such as 
Astley Hall, Hall-i'th'-Wood, Widnes House, and 
Rufford Hall. Bold Hall and Myerscough Lodge 
are said to have fine staircases.

Domestic furniture during this period was good 
in design, massive in construction, and of excellent 
workmanship, seasoned oak being the principal 
material used in the construction of the various 
articles that added so much to the internal comfort 
and beauty of the home. The majority of these 
bear dates and initials. They are a strong evidence 
of the greater prosperity and refinement of the 
times, for in the earlier periods domestic furniture 
could hardly be said to exist. Lancashire and 
Cheshire are said to be second to no other counties 
in the kingdom for the many fine specimens of 
carved oak furniture of this period which are still 
to be found within their borders.

The present condition of the great majority of 
these lesser halls in our clay is altogether deplorable; 
tew remain intact, and of these not many are kept 
in that proper repair we should all like to see, or
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occupied by those who can appreciate the beauty 
of these ancient homes, which a modern house 
does not possess, whose crudeness only time 
alone can soften down. The greatest proportion of 
these halls now existing have been converted into 
ordinary farmhouses, while some have been divided 
into tenements, and a great portion have been 
allowed to go to decay and ruin, all for want of a 
little timely and judicious repair, a fate well illus 
trated by those two short lines  

   Evil is wrought by want of thought 
As much as wicked will."

In conclusion, I propose to lay before you four 
progressive examples of the lesser halls of the 
period of this paper, illustrated bv a series of 
views of these and many other halls, taken by 
myself, to give additional interest to the paper, and 
to give the subject something like the importance 
it deserves.

BARROW OLD HALL.

I do not think any class of dwelling has been 
pulled down and altered more than this, the hum 
blest class of hall or smaller manor house. I am 
sorry to say I have not been able to find one per 
fect example left to us, but I think in Barrow Old 
Hall we have the remains of one that comes under 
this head. This house is situated on the very border 
of the Bold Estate, and about one mile from San- 
key Station, and is one of the very few perfectly 
moated houses remaining in Lancashire. The 
hall, now converted into a country cottage, has 
never been extensive, owing to the limited area 
within the moat, is approached by a one-arched 
bridge. Its original construction shows a timber 
frame work, with timbers 7Jin. wide, braced 
together by plain cross pieces, the space filled in
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with brick work and whitewashed, the whole set on 
a low stone base.

Untortunatelv the house has suffered a great deal 
of alteration and rebuilding, due, no doubt, to the 
decay of the timber framing from the damp founda 
tion. The only original part now left is the end 
shown in the view, which is i8ft. Gin. wide, and 
contains the sitting room, with chamber over, in 
the gable of the roof, which has been renewed, this 
part being thickly covered with ivy, and a small 
wing at the back, lift, long and loft. 6in. wide, 
and open to the roof, in which is the modern stair 
case. The two brick chimneys, set diagonally, 
also appear original. The windows and internal 
fittings have all been modernised except, perhaps, 
the two heavy beams that support the chamber 
floor. The whole building has been sadly neg 
lected. Taken as a whole, Barrow Old Hall has 
little to interest the antiquary, but is a very pleasing 
subject for the artist's sketch book.

V TUE BROOK HOUSE.

Just over three miles from Liverpool Exchange, on 
the left-hand side of the high road leading to West 
Derby village, stands this low two-storied house, 
with a centre and two end wings. The ground-floor 
rooms are low, and the chambers above are partly in 
the gable of the roof, but have no fireplaces. The 
house is built of bricks, with large stone quoins at 
each angle of the building, the whole built on a 
stone base. All the windows are long and low, and 
divided bv heavy stone mullions into five lights, 
each light measuring 2\\. by nin., except two 
modern windows inserted in the back part of the 
house. The ground-floor windows all have hood 
moulds, finished off with a plain return ; the upper 
windows to the front having hood moulds finished 
off with carved animals' heads, the upper windows
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to the back being quite plain. The doorway is 6ft. 
high and 2it. Bin. wide, and on the lintel over the 
door are the initials and date t 5̂ in a sunk panel. 
The initials are supposed to be those of a member 
of the Molyneux family.

The hall, a spacious apartment, with a flagged 
floor, measures about iGft. 4111. by 1411. f>in., and 
has a wide open fireplace I2ft. jin. wide by 4ft. lin. 
deep, spanned by an oak beam izin. thick, with 
edges chamfered. A modern grate has been inserted 
here. The sitting room, at the upper end of the 
hall, has a corner fireplace. In the kitchen the 
open fireplace measures loft, wide, and has a 
modern range inserted. The oak beam is 12. in. 
thick, and is chamfered. The doors, staircase, and 
floorings are all comparatively modern.

The whole building externally appears original 
and unrestored, having had only sufficient repairs 
to keep it in fair order, and the only addition is a 
lean-to scullery at the back of the kitchen. This 
house being built close to the high road, does not 
appear at any time to have been protected by a 
moat, or otherwise fortified. It was occupied for 
many years by the late Mr. Fletcher, who carried 
on the business of wheelwright, but it is now 
empty, and is undergoing some repairs. 5

SOUTH TUNLEY.

This is now occupied as a farm house, and 
situated about a mile and a half west of the high 
road from \Vigan to Preston, and about one mile 
north of Wrightington. The house has three 
gables to the front, the two end gables projecting 
slightly beyond the entrance gable, the building 
being a mixture of timber and plaster, stone 
and brickwork, on a stone foundation, the whole

3 Since tbi- paper wa^ rea<i, it ha> 'nctn ic-rtiofoi wilii blue slater instead 
of the old grey flags, the chimney rc-'uuilt. and other icpairs completed. ,
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forming a pleasing combination. Built on high 
ground and in a commanding position, it was 
well adapted for defence in early times if needed. 
The approach to this house is quite uncommon ; 
for, on passing through the wicket, we enter a 
gradually rising footwalk about 6ft. wide, and 
running parallel to the road. Advancing a few 
yards, we rise by three steps ; another few yards, 
with a sharp turn to the right, with three more 
steps, brings us to the gateway facing the front 
entrance, over which is an oblong stone, with the 
initials and date in geometrical pattern,". Passing 
through the gateway, along the garden path, with 
three more steps, we reach the front entrance porch, 
over which is a stone with the initials and date 
 622 W standing for Thomas Wilson and most pro 
bably his wife.

The general plan of the house is a centre and 
two wings, the centre and eastern wing, built of 
timber and plaster, and containing the hall and 
best rooms. The chamber floor to the front over 
hangs the ground floor, and the gable at the roof 
line overhangs the chamber floor. At this end of 
the house we have a fine, massive brick chimney, 
which rises square above the eaves before dividing 
into two separate square chimney shafts, connected 
by open brickwork of >:igzag pattern, the whole 
again becoming united a short distance from the 
top. The lower story of the porch is built of stone, 
the upper part of brick, and finished with timber- 
work hood. The western wing, which contains 
the kitchen and offices, is built of bricks with stone 
dressings, and with a porch to the kitchen door. 
The windows in this wing are rather long and low, 
with thick heavy stone mullions, the rest of the 
house having modern windows. On the spout 
beside the porch at equal distances, are four bands, 
on each of which is cast or stamped a demi-wolf,
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the crest of the Wilsons, and on the square spout 
head the initials T E and date 1667, and the crest.

The front door inside the porch is the original 
oak door, with iron ring handle ; the door frames 
being solid oak, ~\in. wide and 4in. thick, treenailed 
at the corners. On the right-hand side is the 
entrance to the hall, and on the left the kitchen, &c. 
The hall is a spacious apartment, with a moulded 
oak beam across the ceiling, and with a deeply 
recessed fireplace, isft. wide, which has had a 
modern grate inserted. Three doors leading from 
this hall give access to the parlour, a smaller 
sitting room, and the staircase and a small room 
at the back.

The parlour and the chamber over it were 
originally wainscotted in oak. A great deal of this 
panelling, owing to the decay of the original, has 
been replaced by pitch-pine, and is now painted 
over. These rooms have no other special features. 
The kitchen, on the left-hand side of the entrance 
door, is a good-sized apartment, with an open 
recessed fireplace, loft. loin, wide, but with a 
modern kitchen range put in, and with a settle 
fixed in one angle. The oak beam over the fireplace 
is lain, thick. The heavy oak kitchen door is still 
secured by an oak shot bar ; all interior doors and 
frames are of oak, rough dressed and varnished, 
and hung on long iron hinges, with fleur-de-lis 
terminations. The staircase is circular, the newel, 
steps, and risers being of oak, as are also most of 
the flooring boards. The framework in the interior 
is of oak, the spaces being filled-in with hazel sticks, 
twisted and plastered. In the hall are two ancient 
breastplates, helmet, and spear, and several old 
oak chairs and other pieces of furniture.

At the time of my visit (June, 1896), I found 
that a great part of the timber-work in the front of 
the east gable had been carefully taken out, having
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been found very much decayed and considered 
unsafe. Each part was being carefully replaced by 
good sound oak, that will keep this fine old house 
in sound and good condition for many years to 
come. It is the property of Colonel Wilson, of 
Preston.

IIEYSHAM OLD HALL.

I think that here we have an almost perfect 
example of the manor house of Elizabethan 
times, that has not been altered and spoiled. 
The house stands back in a large garden, the 
whole surrounded by a high wall, with consider 
able buildings attached ; and though now occupied 
as a farm house, it is well looked after and cared 
for by both the owner, the Rev. Mr. Roycls of 
Heysham, and the tenant. The house, which 
almost faces east and west, is situated at Higher 
Heysham, about 5 miles south-west of Lancaster, 
and about 2^ miles due south of the modern water 
ing place of Morcambe, and in times past must 
have been very secluded. The house is built of 
good, durable, and carefully-dressed stone, that up 
to the present time has needed but a moderate 
amount of external renewal, and what repairs have 
been done are in perfect harmony with the rest of 
the building. The house is of two stories, with 
attics in the gables, extending from front to back, 
giving additional accommodation.

The plan of the house is the centre and two end 
wings. The front elevation presents three gables to 
the front, the two end gables being about igft. wide, 
in a line with the smaller gable, in which is the en 
trance porch. The two lower tiers of front windows 
are oblong in shape, transomed, and divided by stone 
mullions into five lights, except the great hall win 
dow, which is of six lights. The top windows in the 
gables are of three lights only, and without tran 
soms. All the windows are protected by hood
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mouldings, and are filled with diamond-shaped 
panes of glass, set in lead frames. The chimney 
stacks are wide, and project 2ft. Gin. outside, built 
up square to the roof-line, at which point they 
diminish by chamfered steps, each being surmounted 
bv two fine stone-built square-shaped shafts, set 
diagonally, finished off with moulded tops. The 
corner of each eave and the ridge of each gable 
are surmounted by finials, eight finials being on 
the front elevation. The roof appears to be quite 
original and covered with the original grey slates, 
but the spouting seems modern. Near the apex of 
the north-east gable is an ornamental stone panel, 
on which is carved what was most probably the 
initials of the builder and the date, now almost 
obliterated and weather-worn, which, as nearly as 
can be made out, is PE, RE, and a figure supposed 
to be a Tudor rose, and date 1598 (?), set in geo 
metrical pattern.

At the back of the house, the windows on the 
ground floor are of four lights, and of three lights 
on the chamber floors. The porch entrance 
is 3ft. gin. wide, and 6ft. 3in. high ; the entrance 
door inside the porch is 3(1. lin. wide, and 
6ft. I in. in height, and gives direct entrance into 
the great hall, which measures i8ft. by i6ft. 6in., 
and has two heavy moulded beams to support 
the joists and flooring boards above, the whole 
being whitewashed. The hall has a moulded, de 
pressed, Tudor-arched fireplace, 6ft. gin. wide, 
inside measurement, with small iron dog-grate or 
brazier. In the north-east wing, on the ground 
floor, is the best sitting room, called the oak room, 
which, I was informed, was panelled in carved oak, 
with some good -carved oak furniture, the room 
behind being used as a bedroom. The south-west 
wing contains a small sitting room to the front, with 
kitchen and other offices and stairs behind. The
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open fireplace in the kitchen was originally gft. wide, 
but a partition has been built in, and a modern 
cooking-range inserted, leaving an open recess at 
one end. Most of the rooms received new flooring 
about 1880, and other internal repairs. The stair 
case and most of the doors are modern.

This house had a secret chamber in the south 
west chimney stack. This has now been opened 
out and made into a hanging closet, and in the 
floor is a trap that gives admittance to the secret 
way of escape down one side of the chimney to an 
underground passage. Another way of escape is 
entered from the attic in the south-west gable. This 
also descends to below the ground level. Both of 
these ways of escape were filled up, but have in 
recent years been cleared of rubbish to below the 
level of the ground. All the rooms on the ground 
floor are nice, lofty, pleasant rooms. The house 
has a good many fine specimens of old oak chairs, 
sideboards, and other pieces of furniture. Up to 
the present I have not been able to ascertain 
whether any special history is attached to this 
house.

Having presented to you what I believe to be 
four typical houses of the past, allow me to say, in 
concluding this paper, that I sincerely hope that 
the claims of the lesser halls and manor houses 
may receive a greater portion of our thought and 
attention in the future than they have had in the 
past; and I would urge upon everyone interested 
in this subject to use all his influence to preserve 
and keep intact every landmark of past history, and 
especially the old hearths and homes that have 
come down to our time, survivals which give us 
such an insight into the modes of life and living 
that prevailed among our forefathers nearly three 
hundred years ago.


