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I T must ever be regretted that the Historic 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire did not 

undertake, at the commencement of its work in 
1848, the identification of those houses in Liverpool 
and the immediate neighbourhood, which have been 
either the birthplaces or residences of distinguished 
people. To me it is inexplicable that no organized 
action was taken until 1892, when, on the suggestion 
of Mr. Baron L. Benas, the Council of the Society 
appointed a committee to inquire into the matter. 
Much may even now be done, but half-a-century is 
too great a delay, particularly in a town where 
property changes so rapidly as in Liverpool. 
During the fifty years that have passed since the 
formation of this Society, the property in our 
town has been completely changed, the tremendous 
development ot trade rendering necessary the 
alteration of what were once residences into 
business premises. Where, in the process oi 
alteration, the houses have not been entirely swept 
away, the transformation in many cases has been
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so great as to render identification almost impos 
sible. Of the houses with which gossip associates 
the names of distinguished persons it is extremely 
difficult to discover anything to confirm the state 
ments ; and it is certainly irritating to realize that 
information which in 1848 was probably considered 
too common to be worth recording, is unobtainable 
in 1896.

An admirable instance of this will be found in 
the case of Mrs. Hemans, the poetess. A laudable 
desire on the part of some Liverpool gentlemen 
to mark in some way the house in Duke Street in 
which Mrs. Hemans was born, and also the cottage 
in Wavertree in which, for a short period, she 
resided, .prompted me to take the matter up, and 
to make the identification of the Liverpool homes 
of Mrs. Hemans the first work of the committee 
referred to above. In the long correspondence 
which passed through the columns of the Liverpool 
Daily Post 1 relative to Mrs. Hemans, information 
was sought on the following three points in her 
history : (i) The date of her birth. (2) In which 
house in Duke Street was she born ? (3) In which 
house in Wavertree Village did she reside ?

A suggestion was made that if the registers of 
baptisms in our local churches were searched, 
probably the answer to the first question might be 
obtained, and also a clue to the answer to the 
second. I carefully examined the registers of 
baptisms in St. Thomas's, St. George's, St. Peter's, 
and St. Nicholas's churches, but without finding 
the desired entry. As these were the only churches 
existing in the neighbourhood in the years 1793-4, 

'the information required had to be sought elsewhere.
In the absence of the registry of baptism, the 

authorities for the date of the poetess's birth are

    t March, April, and May, 1896.
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as follow : (i) Mrs. Hughes (sister to Mrs. 
Hemans), who, in the memoir at the beginning of 
the 1839 edition of the works, gives the date 
September 25th, 1793. (2) The memorial tablet 
in the Cathedral of St. Asaph, whereon it is stated 
that " Felicia Hemans died May i6th, 1835 : 
" aged 41 " ; a statement which, of course, corro 
borates the date given by Mrs. Hughes. (3) H. F. 
Chorley, who, in his memorials of Mrs. Hemans, 
gives September 25th, 1794. (4) Poems by Felicia 
D. Brox'nc, quarto. Liverpool, 1808. Many of the 
poems in this volume have affixed to them the age 
of the authoress at the time when they were written. 
To the " Stanzas addressed to the Viscountess 
Kirkwall," with which the volume begins, is affixed 
not only the signature and age, " F. D. 13., aged 
" thirteen," but also the date, " Gwrych, ist 
" October, 1807."

All authorities agree that the birthday was 
September 25th, and if Miss Browne was aged 
thirteen on October 1st, 1807, it follows that 1794 
must have been the year of her birth. Personally 
I accept this date, because in 1807 it was much 
easier to fix the exact date than in the years 
1835-6-9, when the earlier date was given. More 
over, her father and mother were alive in 1807, 
and all were living together at Gwrych, in North 
Wales. Her age must have been at that time 
continually referred to, and, in fact, was the main 
reason for the publication of the volume of her 
poetry in 1808. If it be proved that this poetess 
was born on September 25th, 1793, then those who 
were responsible for the publication of this volume 
of her poems, in the preface of which it is stated 
that " the following pieces are the genuine pro- 
" ductions of a young lady, written between the 
" age of eight and thirteen years," were guilty of 
something more than an error.
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BIRTHPLACE.

I have now to consider question No. 2, viz., 
In which house in Duke Street was Mrs. Hemans 
horn ?

I suppose it must he taken tor granted that 
Mrs. Hemans was horn in Duke Street. All those 
who should know, viz., Mrs. Hughes (sister to the 
poetess). II. Fothergill Chorley (friend and bio 
grapher of Mrs. Hemans), and Mrs. Charles 
Lawrence (friend of Mrs. Hemans) say that she 
was born in Duke Street. I only raise the doubt 
because, so far as the Liverpool Directories are a 
guide, George Browne, the father of the poetess, 
was not residing in Duke Street in 1794, but in 
Bold Street. This, of course, could be explained 
if we knew the date of Mr. Browne's removal to 
Bold Street, and when the Directory for 1794 was 
published. The compilation of a Directory in 1794 
would not take a very long time ; it is, therefore, 
quite possible that between September 25th and 
December 3ist, 1794, Mr. Browne may have 
removed to Bold Street and the Directory for that 
year have been published. Even if Mr. Browne 
had removed between the making of the survey 
and the publication of the Directory, a letter to 
the publishers would have caused the insertion of 
the new address. While, however, it is well to 
note this discrepancy, I do not think that I should 
be justified in disregarding the emphatic statement 
of people so qualified to speak as the three 
above-named.

The authorities for the identification of the 
house in Duke Street occupied by Mr. George 
Browne are as follows : (i) Picton's Memorials of 
Liverpool. (2) The writer of the obituary notice 
of Mrs. Hemans which appeared in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for 1835, the year of her death.- (3) The 
Liverpool Directories for 1790.

* H. F. Chorley.
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Sir James Picton says " A few doors below the 
" Newsroom, 3 in a modest-looking dwelling, formerly 
" numbered 32. was born Felicia Dorothea Browne." 
I have tried to discover what authority the writer 
had for this statement, but in the records to which 
I have had access I have failed to find anything that 
tends to support it. According to the Directory for 
1796, a James Brown was in that year residing at 
32, Duke Street ; but the father of our poetess 
was named George and not James Brown ; and, 
moreover, he always spelled his name with a final 
c, and it is curious to note that, careless as the 
compilers of the Directories of that period were 
about the spelling of people's names, the name of 
George Browne never appears without the final c. 
I think we may safely take it for granted that if 
Sir James Picton had personally identified the 
house to which he refers, he would have stated its 
number at the time he was writing his History of 
Liverpool (1866-72), and would not have been 
content with the casual remark, " a house formerly 
" No. 32." Under these circumstances, we .must 
regard Sir James Picton's statement as an error.

The writer of the obituary notice above referred 
to, states that " Felicia Dorothea Browne was born 
" at Liverpool, in the house noiv (1835) occupied by 
" Mr. Molinenx, in Duke Street." The house Mr. 
Molineux lived in in 1835 was then numbered 91. 
[In 1839, the year given on the appended list, the 
number had been changed to 106.] I cite this 
writer as an authority, because I think that we are 
bound to recognise his statement as contemporary 
evidence. In 1835 there must have been many 
persons living who knew Mr. Browne personally 
when he resided in Duke Street ; at any rate, 
identification of the house would be less difficult

3 Now the offices of Messrs. Peter Walker and Sons.   
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at that time than at a later date, say when Sir 
James Picton wrote.

After the discovery of the above statement, my 
next step was to see if the house resided in by 
Mr. Molineux in 1835 was the same as that named 
by the Directories of 1790 as the residence of Mr. 
George Browne, and therein laid my difficulty. 
In 1790 two Directories were published, one by 
Wosencroft, where the number of the house is 
stated to have been 65, and the other by Gore, 
where the number is given as 72. Now this diver 
sity of numbering may prove the independence of 
the rival publishers of the Directories, but it certainly 
adds to the difficulties of a latter-day seeker after 
accurate information.

It will be of assistance, as well as interesting, if 
I state here one or two facts about the Liverpool 
Directories, and also about the system of numbering 
houses at the end of the last century and the 
beginning of this. The first Liverpool Directorv 
in which a numerical arrangement of the houses 
is to be found, is in the one for 1839. 4 Previous 
to that year the houses in each street were numbered 
consecutively, beginning at the bottom house on 
the left-hand side, and ending at the bottom house 
on the right-hand side. About 1838 this system 
of numeration was altered, the odd numbers being 
given to the houses on the left-hand side of the 
street, and the even numbers to those on the right. 
It was, no doubt, in consequence of this change 
that in 1839 the Directory was enlarged, and a 
street directory, with a numerical arrangement of 
the houses, added.

In 1856 the numbering of the houses was again 
revised, and in the numerical portion of the Directory 
for 1859 another improvement was made, viz., the 
stating of the names of the intervening streets.

4 Baines's Gazetteer of Lancashire, two vols,, 1824-51 contains a numerical 
directory of Liverpool.
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It was not until the names of these intervening 
streets were given that I was ahle to locate the 
house in which Mr. Molineux resided, and which 
you will notice on the appended list was No. 106 
in 1839. You will observe that the next house to 
Mr. Molyneux's was occupied by a Mrs. Bolton. 
This lady was a relative of Colonel John Bolton, a 
great man in Liverpool during the first part of the 
present century. The Boltons resided in Duke 
Street from about 1790 to 1849, and in the one 
house from 1796 to 1849. It therefore occurred to 
me that if I could locate Colonel Bolton's house in 
1790, the one next above it would be the one 
wherein Mr. George Browne resided. I copied out 
on cards the names of all the residents in Duke 
Street, as stated in the Directories for the years 
1781, 1790, 1794, 1796, 1800, 1803, and 1805, and 
then arranged the cards in numerical order.

In Wosencroft's Directory for 1790, 65, Duke 
Street is given as the number of the house we are 
seeking, and it is also stated that the office was in 
Henry Street, which, of course, would be at the 
back of the residence, as was the custom in those 
days. This latter statement helped to show upon 
which side of Duke Street the house was situated. 
On Horwood's Plan of the Tou'ii of Liverpool, 1803, 
the numbers of the houses in each street are stated. 
From that I obtained the information that the 
houses in Duke Street between Kent Street and 
Suffolk Street were numbered from 79 to 94. I 
accordingly arranged my cards in the order in which 
the names appear on the accompanying list. The 
long residence in their houses of John B. Aspinall 
at the Suffolk Street end of the row, of Thomas 
Naylor at the Kent Street end, and of Jacob 
Fletcher and Peter Black in the middle, materially 
assisted me in my work, while they pointedly mark 
the variety of numbers accorded to each house. 

K
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But here another difficulty presented itself. In 
1839 Bolton's house was the one below that cited 
as the birthplace of Mrs. Hemans, or the sixth 
house from Kent Street; in 1790 we find, according 
to the Directory, that it was the third house above 
Mr. George Brovvne's residence, or the second 
house from Kent Street. In Picton's History of 
Liverpool it is stated that John Bolton came to 
Liverpool about 1789, and settled at this house 
in Duke Street, which was formerly No. 84. In 
a footnote to this statement Sir James Picton 
says " Mr. Aspinall, in his Liverpool a feic Years 
"Since, by 'An Old Stager,' states "that this 
" (Bolton's) house was built by one of the Lake 
" familv. This is probably a mistake, as in 1790 
" Thomas Lake and William C. Lake occupied 
" distinct houses a few doors below Mr. Bolton's 
"house." A reference to the list I have compiled 
will show that it was the corrector and not the 
corrected who was wrong. True, as Sir James 
Picton states, in 1790 Thomas and William Lake 
occupied the houses numbered 73 and 75, but 
some time between that date and 1794 both those 
gentlemen removed, for in 1794 we find no occu 
pant for No. 73, while 75 was inhabited bv Mr. 
Thomas Sutton, who continued to reside in it for 
many years. Some time between 1794 and 1796, 
Colonel Bolton removed to the house numbered 
76 in 1796, which was formerly occupied, and, as 
Mr. Aspinall says, was built by " one of the Lake 
" family."

To prove that I have located Kent Street 
correctly, let me give one or two more quotations. 
Mr. Aspinall (the "Old Stager"), whose work I 
have already referred to, says " A little higher up 
" than Colonel Bolton's, but on the same side of 
" Duke Street, stood the noble palace mansion 
" of Moses Benson . . . with its gardens and
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" pleasure grounds hounded on one side hy Corn- 
" wallis Street, and on the other by Kent Street. 
" In Duke Street also lived his son Ralph Benson." 
Picton says "At the corner of Duke Street and 
" Kent Street there formerly stood a noble mansion, 
"erected in 1768 by Mr. Richard Kent. Richard 
" Kent died in 1790. His only surviving son was 
" Joseph Kent, who succeeded to the Lancelyn 
" estates. Mrs. Elizabeth Kent continued to reside 
" in Duke Street to nearly the end of the century-"

Now the statements in these quotations coincide 
with what appears in the list appended. First we 
have Richard Kent, then Joseph Kent. In 1796 
their house appears to have been unoccupied, and 
Mrs. E. Kent to have removed to No. 74. In 1800 
Moses Benson is shown to have removed from the 
house numbered 73 in 1796, to the one formerly 
occupied by the Kents ; his son, Ralph Benson, 
taking up his residence in the house which his 
father had vacated. The Gas Company's offices 
are now situated on the land formerly occupied by 
the house built by Kent, and afterwards occupied 
by Benson.

These facts are related in order that I may 
prove that the list appended, and which was com 
piled before the statements quoted were considered, 
is reliable. That point proved, I now hark back 
to the original object of my quest, viz., to discover 
if the house referred to by the writer of Mrs. 
Hemans's obituary notice as being occupied by 
Mr. Molineux in 1835, was the same as that named 
by the Directories of 1790 as the residence of Mr. 
George Browne. In 1839 .vou w^l notice that 
Mr. Molineux's house was the fifth house from 
Kent Street ; in both the Directories for 1790 you 
will notice that, although the numbers differ, Mr. 
Browne is given as residing in the fifth house from 
Kent Street.
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I may here say that, so far as outward structure 
is concerned, the houses from the corner of Kent 
Street down to the middle of the row are un 
altered. The lower houses, near Suffolk Street, 
have been altered, some having been turned into 
shops. The houses in which we are interested, 
however, have undergone no structural external 
change, and are easily identified. There, now No. 
116, stands the large double-fronted house formerly 
occupied by Colonel Bolton, who can be remem 
bered by many people now living, and whose house 
can be easily identified also ; and there, next door 
higher up the street, now No. 118, fifth house from 
Kent Street, is the house in which Mr. Molineux 
lived in 1839, and in which resided in 1790 the 
father of I^elicia Dorothea Hemans.

WAVERTREE RESIDENCE.

I now proceed to consider question No. 3, vi/., 
In which house in Wa'vertree Village did Mrs. 
Hemans reside during the years 1828-1831 ? For 
information on this point I am indebted to Mr. 
Patrick O'Connor, an old resident of \Vavertree. 
Mr. O'Connor writes as follows :- 

" When I went to reside in \Vavertree. in 1849. Mr. John Rig,? 
was then postmaster. Ho was an old man, and with one bov he 
delivered all the letters in the district. Mr. Kigg used to show the 
house now No. 17, High Street as the one wherein Mrs. Hemans 
resided. When Mrs. Hemans resided in this house, it was one of 
a block of three houses standing on the north side of High Street, 
and surrounded by fields extending eastward along High Street 
from Sandown Lane to the old Post Office, now Grove Street, and 
northward to three houses in Sandown Lane belonging to Mr. 
Crovvther. The property formerly belonged to the Hope family, 
and was bought from them by the late Dr. Kenyon, who occupied 
the centre house (next door to Mrs. Hemans's house) for a long 
time. He laid out the land adjoining for building purposes ; Orford 
Street now stands on part of it, and was called after Dr. Kenyon's 
sister-in-law, Miss Orford. The house No. 17, High Street remains 
unaltered, but the surroundings are much changed. For fourteen 
years I resided in the house next door to No. 17, and always
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pointed out that house as the one wherein the poetess resided. 
I have seen Americans who visited the house take away a spray 
from a tree or a pebble from the footpath."

This strong testimony has been corroborated by 
Mr. H. F. Hornby, of Sandown Lodge, Wavertree, 
whose mother was a friend of Mrs. Hemans. 
H. F. Chorley, in his biography of the poetess, 
says 

" The house in Wavertree which Mrs. Hemans occupied was too 
small to deserve the name, the third of a cluster or row close 
to a dusty road, and yet too townish in its appearance and situation 
to be called a cottage. It was set in a small court, and within 
doors was gloomy and comfortless, for its two parlours were hardly 
larger than closets."

I may say that the Liverpool Directory renders 
no assistance here. The Directory for 1829 only 
contains the entry " Mrs. Hemans, Wavertree." 
Apart, however, from the corroboration, I would 
unhesitatingly accept the postmaster's statement, 
as quoted above. When Mrs. Hemans resided at 
Wavertree she was at the height of her fame, and 
her correspondence must have been considerable ; 
so that if the postmaster was a " man of letters" 
for a few hours only in each day, her address 
would be likely to be permanently imprinted on his 
memory. In addition to this, Mrs. Hemans was 
visited by all kinds of people, and many times 
must Mr. Rigg have had to direct visitors to her 
abode. I think, therefore, that we may consider 
ourselves fortunate in obtaining, direct from such 
a trustworthy source, the evidence Mr. O'Connor 
has so kindly produced.

In conclusion, let me add that I hope our Society 
will lend its support to the movement to mark in 
some way the houses wherein resided, even though 
it was for short periods, the gifted poetess, Felicia 
Hemans. Should, however, the movement be 
unsuccessful at the present time, something has 
been done in identifying the houses towards
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encouraging a future attempt. Encouraged bv the 
success in obtaining what I think may be regarded 
as satisfying evidence of the identity of Mrs. 
Hemans'vS Liverpool homes, I hope that your 
committee will now renew their efforts to identify 
the birthplaces and residences of other local 
celebrities.

For the two views illustratuij; Ibis paper I am indebted to 
Dr. John W. Ellis.



;T AND KENT STREET,

GOKE, 1839.

f l6 Vacant. 

14 Twiname, John. 

12 Sambrook & Weary. 

no Troutbeck, Wilfred. 

\o& Robinson, Mary.

106 Molyneux, Jus. 
104 Bolton, Mrs.
102 Morris, John G. 

100 Betterley, Ann. 

98 Thompson, Ellen.

GOKF, 1859. 

116 Vacant.

114 Da vis, Saul. 

112 Stern, Samuel. 

IIO Bolton, Thomas. 

108 Suuon, Thomas.

GORE, 1896. 

I26a Gas Company,

126 L'pool Lodging House Co. 

124 Bullock, George. Baths. 

122 Scott, John. Plumber. 

120 Tyler, Esther, Com. Hotel.

106 Gavrett, Barbara, us Roberts, Richard. 
104 McMillan, Wm. nG Carlyle, G. & T.
102 Kviil, Kii/.abeth 114 llalliwell & Co., Druggists. 

100 Kitchen, Daniel. 112 Bradley, W. T. 

98 Muspratt, James S. no l''crguson, Mrs. M. A. 

and others.

Half a century earlier, Steele wrote, " Man is 
i: said to be a sociable animal, and as an instance 
" of it, we may observe that we all take occasions
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encouraging a future attempt. Encouraged by the 
success in obtaining what I think may be regarded 
as satisfying evidence of the identity of Mrs.


