
CROSBY HALL: ALTERATIONS CARRIED OUT,
1953-1954

CROSBY HALL was the subject of a paper by F. H. Cheetham, in 
TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 81 (1929), and it is therefore, appropriate 

that note should be made of the alterations to the Hall in 1953- 
1954<it when demolition work was carried out under the direction of 
Mr. H. Sharman, a Liverpool architect. (2)

A study of the ground plan of the Hall which appeared with 
Mr. Cheetham's paper' 3 ' will make it clear exactly which parts of 
the Hall have gone. At the south end, the ballroom built in 1872, by 
Colonel Nicholas Blundell, and the dining-room, built in 1786 by 
Nicholas Peppard, grandson of Nicholas Blundell the Diarist, have 
been demolished. (4) The entire north wing of additions made in 
1815 and later in the nineteenth century have also been pulled 
down, as also has the iron and glass porch and verandah on the 
west front, erected by Colonel Nicholas Blundell. Of the original 
early seventeenth-century building the only part demolished was 
the old kitchen. As a result the Hall has assumed the dignified, 
pleasing, well-proportioned appearance of the original seventeenth- 
century structure, erected partly by William Blundell the Recusant 
and later added to and altered by William Blundell the Cavalier.

Certain interior alterations have taken place also. The ante-room 
to the eighteenth-century dining-room (wrongly named by Cheetham 
the "breakfast-room") is now the dining-room, the house-keeper's 
room has been made into a modern kitchen, while the servery and 
store have been rebuilt as a larder and wash-room. The study, 
still called the study, is now a living-room. No alteration has been 
made in the magnificent library.

During the course of the demolition one or two interesting matters 
came to light.

1. During the early stages of the work a huge oak beam was 
uncovered, very much damaged by wood-worm. This had apparently 
been used in an earlier building, and may possibly have come from 
an older manor house which stood adjacent to the seventeenth- 
century building until 1784. (5)

111 Actual demolition began December 1953.
(2> Demolition of part of the Hall had been considered by a former squire, 

F. N. Blundell, mainly to improve the rambling ugly nature of the building, 
but this was never carried out. Consequently, however, after the deaths of 
F. N. Blundell, in 1936, and of his son and heir, Nicholas, in 1949, death duties 
compelled the present owners, Mr. B. M. Whitlock and his wife, who is a 
daughter of F. N. Blundell, to carry out the demolition work.

131 Fig. 9, facing p. 34, TRANSACTIONS Vol. 81.
141 Nicholas Peppard was the son of Henry Peppard and Frances, the daughter 

of Nicholas Blundell. He assumed the name "Blundell" in 1771.
(5) See Fig. 4, facing p. 14, TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 81.
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2. A brick doorway was found beneath the plaster over the door 
connecting the library and the ballroom.

3. When demolishing the wall of the old kitchen three of the 
original mullioned windows were found beneath the plaster and 
brick of the wall. 16 ' One of these windows was blackened with 
smoke. Mr. Whitlock has had one of these windows preserved in its 
original position and it now forms part of the new larder.

4. On the east side of the Hall near to the old kitchen an old well 
was revealed. This is probably the well which supplied the house with 
water in the seventeenth century and is referred to in a letter dated 
22 November 1693 written by William Blundell the Cavalier to his 
daughter.' 71

5. When the ballroom and the dining-room on the south side 
were demolished the outline of the original windows (filled in) on 
the wall of the library and rooms above it were revealed. These have 
been preserved in their original positions on the new south wall, 
which, indeed, was the south wall of the old seventeenth-century 
building. What is now the library was then part of the original 
dining-room, and the room above was the garden chamber.

6. The various date-stones in the demolished parts of the building 
have been incorporated in other places of the building remaining.

7. While the internal alterations were being made, the flooring 
of some of the upper rooms of the old building was taken up. The 
floor-boards were dove-tailed at the ends as well as down the sides, 
and secret-nailing had been used. Beneath the floorboards of one 
room rushes were laid in lines parallel to the beams, and the plaster 
of the ceiling of the room beneath was laid straight on to these 
rushes. In another room, laths and plaster were used with wattle 
and daub above, while in a third room squares of clay 10" X 10" and 
3" to 4" thick, filled in the spaces between the beams.

8. The floor of the ballroom, an excellent piece of work, was made 
of -fc" oak laid on a pine floor, with a pattern of narrow strips of 
rosewood round the sides. This came originally from the Paris 
Exhibition held about the time the ballroom was built, 1872. It was 
intended to preserve this floor and use it in the library. It was, 
however, not possible to do this as the floor split badly on taking it 
up.

Since the demolition was completed, a pillared porch has been built 
(1955) on the south wall to improve the somewhat bare appearance 
of this wall.

FRANK TYRER.

(6) All the mullion windows on the main walls of the Hall were replaced in 
1784-6 by sash windows.

171 "Miscellaneous Letters", p. 75: a manuscript of William Blundell the 
Cavalier, now (1955) at Crosby Hall.


