
FRANCIS ARTHUR BAILEY, 1904-1955
Honorary Editor, 1938-1945 : Honorary Secretary, 1945-50

Vice-President, 1949-55



OBITUARY

FRANCIS ARTHUR BAILEY
1904-1955

Francis Arthur Bailey died suddenly at his home in Prescot on 10 September 
1955. His passing, at the early age of 51, is a serious blow to historical studies, 
especially to local historical studies, for in this field he has established a name and 
a reputation which extends far beyond the boundaries of Lancashire and 
Cheshire.

Frank Bailey, as he was known to his friends, was not by birth a Lancashire- 
man. He was born at Lutterworth on 18 August 1904, the son of John E. Bailey, 
and his early years were spent in Leicestershire and (after the age of ten) in 
Hampshire. He came to Lancashire in 1926 when he was appointed History 
Master at Prescot Grammar School, and he was never tempted away from that 
post or from what became the county of his adoption. He turned at once towards 
the history and antiquities of Lancashire, and within a few years he was recog 
nized as an authority on these studies. A Master of Arts (with distinction) of the 
University of London, he brought to local history in Lancashire and Cheshire 
a new standard of accuracy and impartiality in research, a standard which, 
combined with his own qualities of shy friendliness and personal integrity, 
gained him many friends and disciples among younger scholars. He was intro 
duced to the Historic Society by the late Robert Gladstone, of whom he enter 
tained the happiest memories, and he was formally elected a member on 3 March 
1932. For a time he served as Assistant Secretary, and then he rose to prominence 
in the Society's affairs as Honorary Editor (1938-1945) and as Honorary Secre 
tary (1945-1950).

Under his editorship the Society's volumes reached a peak of excellence 
which his predecessors had never achieved and which, his successors in the 
editorial office would agree, has never been surpassed. He enjoyed the work of 
an editor, and he brought to it the qualities that had already characterized his 
own researches meticulous accuracy, scrupulous attention to detail, and high 
sincerity of purpose. His great strength lay in his scholarly approach, and he 
gave unstinted help and guidance to all who were engaged in historical research. 
Perhaps only those who have worked with him will know how much time and 
energy he willingly gave to others. "He was always most generous to me in 
sharing his own great knowledge." Those are the words written by one fellow- 
member to another, but they will be echoed by dozens of scholars, contributors 
and friends.

He found the task of editing the Society's volumes more congenial and more 
interesting than that of attending to the administrative routine of the Secretary's 
office. But it was characteristic of him that, when the Society's welfare demanded 
it, he laid down the office of Honorary Editor and accepted that of Honorary 
Secretary. In this new sphere his abilities, his enthusiasm and his care for detail 
quickly made an impression, and he introduced a new era of efficiency in the 
conduct of the Society's business. He campaigned tirelessly in the Society's 
interest, introducing new members, encouraging others, and steadily working to 
increase the Society's reputation among scholars. When he joined the Society in 
1932 its total membership was 216; when he resigned from the office of Honorary 
Secretary in 1950 it was 340. This is but an index of the growing strength of the 
Society during an extremely difficult period of trade depression, world war, and 
post-war stringency. How much this growth was due to Frank Bailey may be 
seen from the annual reports of Council and from the lists of new members.

He was, of course, concerned with more than the mere size of the Society's 
membership list, important though that was in years of increasing financial 
hazard. He held strong views, a scholar's views, on its scope and function. He
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was a jealous guardian of the Society's reputation in the wider world of scholar 
ship, and in pursuing his policies he spared neither himself nor his opponents. 
More than once the calm of Council Meetings was broken by a violent storm; 
but even those who disagreed with his views could not fail to be impressed by 
his selfless devotion to the Society's best interests and by his complete unconcern 
with personal issues and antagonisms. If there was one member whom the Society 
could ill afford to lose, that member was Frank Bailey. In 1949 he was elected a 
Vice-President, and he deeply appreciated this recognition of his many services 
to the Society.

Francis A. Bailey will long be thought of against the background of the 
Historic Society. But he had many other interests. He played a leading part in the 
revival of the Ancient Monuments Society, he was an active worker for the 
National Register of Archives, he served on the council of the Lancashire Parish 
Register Society and on the council of the Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, he was a Tutor in Local History in the Extra-Mural Department of 
the University of Liverpool, he was a member of the Records Committee of 
the Lancashire County Council, he founded the Prescot Historic Society, he 
assisted and encouraged the formation of similar "affiliated societies", and he 
was in the forefront of every move to develop and foster historical studies in 
Lancashire and Cheshire. The range and depth of his learning are illustrated by 
the appended list of papers read to the Society and by his other published 
works. The most recent, his definitive History of Southport, appeared only after 
his death, and emphasized to his friends that so much more might have been 
expected from his pen in a lifetime which, even without exceeding the "allotted 
span", could have remained productive for another twenty years.

Austere, as scholars often are, Frank Bailey sometimes gave the impression 
of being forbidding. Shy and reserved he may have been, but he was at ease 
among friends, and he had a dry sense of humour which made even his enthusi 
asms curiously restful and which, in lighter convivial vein, made him an ideal 
companion. There was a solid permanent quality about his friendship. With 
him one could pick up the threads of a conversation dropped a year before, 
without retracing steps or re-stating the bases of the argument all that could 
be taken for granted on the assumption that time alone had not changed funda 
mental principles and attitudes. He remained himself against changing back 
grounds in his study with his hundreds of carefully written notebooks, at a 
meeting summoned to launch some new project, on the wrong 'bus in a wartime 
black-out, at a hilarious party in Aberdeen, climbing to see a hill-fort in Cheshire, 
or balancing precariously on a windswept cliff overlooking the Moray Firth. 
Many are the memories that his friends will cherish. It has been said that he was 
not an easy man to know, but those who knew him did not find it so, and they 
knew he was a man worth knowing.

In 1929 he married Miss Dora Milburn, a colleague at Prescot Grammar 
School, who shared and encouraged his historical interests, and by whom he is 
now survived.

Papers published in TRANSACTIONS:  
Vol. 84. "The Court Leet of Prescot". 
Vol. 86. "Prescot Grammar School in Elizabethan Times."

"Coroners' Inquests held in the Manor of Prescot." 
Vols. 88 "The Minutes of the Trustees of the Turnpike Roads from Liverpool

and 89 to Prescot, St. Helens, Warrington and Ashton-in-Makerfield." 
Vol. 89. "A Certificate of Burial in Woollen."

"Ancient Prescot Font."
"Bergerode."

Vol. 90. "A fragment of the original parish register of Prescot." 
Vol. 91. "Norris deed relating to Prescot."

"An indenture of apprenticeship." 
Vols. 92 "The Churchwardens' Accounts of Prescot."

and 95
Vol. 92 "Robert Gladstone." 
Vol. 93. "Neolithic axe found at Whiston."
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Vol. 99. "Early Coalmining in Prescpt, Lancashire."
Vol. 100. "Some Memoranda by William Moore, Esq., concerning Liverpool

and Walton, 1510-12."
Vol. 101. "Some Stanley Heraldic Glass from Worden Hall, Lancashire." 
Vol. 103. "The Elizabethan Playhouse at Prescot, Lancashire." 
Mr. Bailey edited Vols. 89-95 inclusive.

RECORD SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE.

Vol. 89. "A selection from the Prescot Court and other Records, 1447-1600." 
Vol. 104. "The Churchwardens' Accounts of Prescot, Lancashire, 1523-1607."

LANCASHIRE PARISH REGISTER SOCIETY.

Vol. 80. "The Register of Farnworth Chapel in the Parish of Prescot, 1538-1612." 
Vol. 85. "The Parish Register of Huyton, 1578-1727."

ANCIENT MONUMENTS SOCIETY.

Edited Vol. I, New Series, 1953, and contributed "An Old Watchmakers' 
Workshop."

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS.

"A History of the School" in Prescot Grammar School, published for the 
quartercentenary, 1944.

"Parish Registers" in Chambers's Encyclopaedia, 1950.
"The Origin and Growth of Southport" in The Town Planning Review, 

January 195L
"The History of Liverpool to 1900" in The Storv of Liverpool, published for the 

Festival Year, 1951.
"Merseyside in the Modern Period" in Merseyside, a Scientific Survey, pub 

lished for the British Association, 1953.
A History of Southport; Southport, 1955.
In preparation, and to be completed by Dr. T. C. Barker, A History of Clock 

and Watch-Making.
F. T. WAINWRIGHT.
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PERCY CULVERWELL BROWN, M.A.,F.S.A. 
1881-1956

The death of Percy Culverwell Brown on 4 March 1956 removes from the 
Society one of its distinguished members. Born in Liverpool in 1881 the son of 
G. E. Brown, he was educated at the Liverpool Institute and served an appren 
ticeship to commerce in the office of the late Sir Alfred Jones, afterwards joining 
the staff of the Royal Insurance Company where, up to the time of his retire 
ment in 1942, he occupied an important position. He joined the Society in 
January 1914 and was Hon. Treasurer from 1922 to 1926, in which year he was 
elected a Vice-President; as a member of the Council he took a keen and active 
interest in its activities. He contributed to the TRANSACTIONS, a history of "Fire 
Insurance in Liverpool".

Mr. Brown was a man of wide interests; a past President of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, founder of the Liverpool Poetry Society, a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries of London and a member of the Prehistory 
Society, London. He was a member of the Liverpool Athenaeum for thirty- 
three years during which time he took an active part in the administration 
of its Library. His knowledge of local history was extensive and his advice on 
matters relating to this subject was always at the disposal of those less informed. 
His discovery of the original dedication to St. Peter of the Parish Church of 
Woodchurch, whose present dedication is Holy Cross, was one of the many 
pieces of research which has added to our knowledge of early church dedications 
in Cheshire. A man of courage and high principles, he was ready to oppose any 
movement he considered an infringement of the rights of the public. He supplied 
the evidence against the proposal to enclose the Wallasey sand hills, and took the 
same firm stand against the present proposal that Cammell Laird's works should 
be allowed to encroach on the grounds of Birkenhead Priory. His chief work, 
"The rise and progress of Wallasey", which was published in 1929, was written 
in collaboration with E. Cuthbert Woods. In 1942 the University of Liverpool 
conferred upon him the honorary degree of Master of Arts.

F. G. BLAIR.


