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E>NG before the end of the seventeenth century certain members 
of the Society of Friends living in south-west Lancashire had 

organized themselves into five groups or Meetings, known as the 
Penketh, Bicursteth (Bickerstaffe), Coppull, Manchester and 
Knowsley Meetings; from each group representatives were chosen 
to attend what was called a Monthly Meeting at Hardshaw (St. 
Helens). (1) Friends living in Liverpool were considered to be mem 
bers of the Knowsley Meeting, which had been established shortly 
after 1655. Among the records of the Society of Friends is a docu- 
ment (2) dating from about 1707, concerning "The first Entrance of 
Truth in friends Meeting at Knowsley in the parish of Huyton, 
Lancashire, 1654". It records that

"Thomas Hulmes 13 ' was one of the first faithfull friends who published Truth 
in Knowsley & in Huyton, and Wm. Hatton, 111 of Knpwsley, Mason, and Peter 
Laithwait, 16 ' of Huyton, first Received him and others in those parts. And about 
eleven months after their receiving them (some other friends also visiting those 
parts), Benjamin Boult, of Knowsley, husband-man, and Mary, his wife, were 
convinced of truth & received friends. And about a month after that, James 
Fletcher, 161 then of Prescott, Husbd., was convinced of the Truth & Received it.

(l) The extant minutes of the "Hardshaw Monthly Meeting" date from 1678, 
and are now preserved in the Friends' Meeting House in Manchester.

121 The document is printed in "The First Publishers of Truth" Being Early 
Records (Now First Printed) of the Introduction of Quakerism into the Counties of 
England and Wales. Edited by Norman Penney (London, 1907), p. 147.

131 See Braithwaite, W.C., The Beginnings of Quakerism (London, 1912), 
p. 125: "Thomas Holme and some young women, Elizabeth Fletcher, Eliza 
beth Leavens, and Jane Waugh came early in 1654 to assist in the work [of 
spreading Quakerism] in Cheshire and South Lancashire".

141 A William Hatton of Knowsley, mason, married Elizabeth Hall "at 
James Fletcher's house in Knowsley" in 1668. (Throughout this paper dates of 
birth, death, etc., have been taken, except where other sources are indicated, 
from the manuscript records preserved in the Friends' Meeting Houses in Liver 
pool and Manchester).

151 Died in 1681. In 1660 he had been imprisoned for his beliefs in Lancaster 
Gaol, according to Besse, J., A Collection of the Sufferings of the People Called 
Quakers (London, 1753), Vol. 1, p. 307.

161 Penny, op. cit., pp. 147-151, prints interesting accounts, evidently written 
about 1707, of the subsequent careers of Benjamin Boult and James Fletcher. 
Both travelled as Quaker preachers and Fletcher was said to have journeyed 
at home and abroad more than 13,000 miles "upon truths acct.". He died at 
Knowsley in 1697 and was buried at Hardshaw. One son, James, a linen weaver, 
married Sarah Stretch at Knowsley in 1685 and subsequently settled in the 
north of Ireland; another, John, is referred to below.
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Shortly after, a meeting was settled at the house of the said Benjamin 
Boult, being afterwards James Fletchers by the marriage of the sd Benjamin 
Bolts widow, which is continued there by Friends of Knowsley and Liverpool".

But although the "house of the said Benjamin Boult, being after 
wards James Fletchers" 171 was evidently the first meeting-place of 
the Friends in the area, and was used for many years for their 
assemblies, it was not the only place in the locality where Friends 
came together. Until the act of toleration was passed in 1689 the 
Quakers met in secret, and naturally, therefore, it is not possible to 
establish where all their meetings were held. Some information, 
however, is forthcoming. The records of the quarter sessions show 
that at Wigan in January 1680, Quakers were accused of assembling 
in "a Certaine building near St. Ellen Chappell in the parish of 
Prescott"; they included James Laithwait, 181 Thomas Hiccock* 8 ' and 
William Bootle of Knowsley; William Griffith of Toxteth Park; and 
James Tarleton of West Derby. At Ormskirk in April 1681, Friends 
were again charged with assembling at the same place (on this 
occasion described as "the Quakers meeting house nere St. Ellens 
Chappell 1101 in the ... parish of Prescott") and among those con 
victed were James Fletcher, James Laithwait, William Bootle and 
William Hatton, all of Knowsley; and Griffith Owen(11) of Prescot. 
At the Michaelmas quarter sessions held at Wigan in 1683 a number 
of Quakers were convicted for meeting in a barn which belonged to 
William Lee(12) of Everton in the parish of Walton, and among 
them were James Laithwait, shoemaker, James Fletcher, husband 
man, Thomas Harrison, husbandman, Thomas Hiccock, all of 
Knowsley; Henry Baker,' 13 * carrier, and Joseph Young, mason, both 
of West Derby; and William Lee himself. At the quarter sessions held 
at Wigan in January 1684, it was shown that Quakers had met in 
the house of William Leigh (sic) of Everton in the previous 
December; on this occasion, besides William Lee or Leigh, James

'" James Fletcher married Boult's widow, Mary, in 1662 at "Edward Bis- 
pham's house, Rainford". Mary died in 1708.

181 James, son of the Peter Laithwait mentioned earlier, was born in 1650 or 
1651. His marriage to Hannah Boult is noted below. There exists among the 
manuscript records at the Liverpool Meeting House a copy of "A short Testi 
mony concerning our ancient friend James Laithwaite of Knowsley, deceased" 
which gives some account of his character and of his travels as a preacher. He 
died in 1729.

181 Thomas Hiccock of Melling, schoolmaster, married Elizabeth Laithwait of 
Knowsley (presumably the daughter of Peter) "at James Fletcher's house, 
Knowsley" in 1672. He died in 1697.

1101 The owner of the meeting-house was "George Shaw of Bickersteth".
(11) Described later as "chimist". Probably the Griffith Owen, son of Robert 

Owen of "Dolyserre in Merionethshire", who married Sarah Barnes at the house 
of her father John Barnes in Warrington in 1678.

us) William Lee "of West Derby, Cordwainer" married Ann Underwood "of 
Lidiat" at "Richard Cubban's house, Bickersteth" in 1673.

1181 It seems likely that Henry Baker's house was sometimes used for meetings 
since it was certainly used for marriages from time to time. Among those mar 
ried at his house were James Laithwait, who married Hannah, daughter of 
Benjamin Boult, in 1683, and the William Buck, mariner, convicted in January 
1684, who married Dorothy Tiplady in 1682.
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Laithwait, Thomas Hiccock, Joseph Young and Thomas Harrison, 
(all of whom had been convicted at Michaelmas 1683) there were 
present the following Friends: Griffith Owen of Prescot, "chimist"; 
William Buck of Liverpool, mariner; Jennet Whitehead, alias 
Pye, of Liverpool, spinster; and William Bootle of Knowsley, 
husbandman. It was stated that Thomas Hiccock had taken it upon 
himself to preach to the meeting. At the Easter quarter sessions' 14 ' 
held at Ormskirk in 1684 evidence was given that a group of Quakers 
had assembled in March at the house of William Gandy1161 of 
Liverpool, yeoman.

It was a provision of the act of toleration that dissenters should 
have their meeting-places "recorded", and the quarter sessions 
"Record Book of Dissenting Meetings" states that at Wigan in 
January 1693, there were "recorded for meeting places For an 
Assembly of quakers" the houses of James Fletcher of Knowsley, 
"Tristan" (i.e. Tristram) Jackson 1161 of Liverpool, and Robert 
Haydock1171 of Liverpool. Since Robert Haydock had been described

1141 Lists of those convicted at the quarter sessions of January 1680, April 1681, 
and Easter 1684, are printed in Nightingale, B., Early Stages of the Quaker 
Movement in Lancashire (London, 1921). But Nightingale makes no reference to 
the convictions of Michaelmas 1683, and lists those of January 1684 under the 
date "19 January, 1683". Since his copy of the list of those convicted at Easter 
1684 is not complete and contains some inaccuracies it is given here in full: 
William Gandy, yeoman, Susanna Cleaveland, widow, Frances Tempest, 
widow, Laurence Myers, miller, Daniel Dwarrihouse, joiner, Deborah Whit- 
field, spinster, George Thompson, tobacconist, Benjamin Millington (no occu 
pation given), Thompson Brownfleld (no occupation given): all of Liverpool; 
Edward Strange, stone getter, Thomas Strange, stone getter, James Cheshire, 
tailor, and Ellen his wife all of Kirkdale; Thomas Cheshire, millwright, Maria 
Swift, widow, both of West Derby; Maria Robinson, widow, Thomas Whitfield, 
husbandman, both of Toxteth Park; Edward Potter, yeoman and Margaret his 
wife, of Wavertree; and Elizabeth, wife of Robert Gibbons, husbandman, of 
Walton.

us) A William Gandy, of Frandley, near Warrington, was visited by George 
Fox (according to Fox's Journal) on five occasions between 1657 and 1675. In 
his will, made on 13 December 1678 and proved on 12 May 1684, he makes no 
reference to any sons and mentions as brothers only Thomas, Richard and 
Edward. The William here referred to may have been Edward's son. Among 
the Molyneux papers in the Lancashire Record Office is a document showing 
that "Caryll Viscount Molyneux" leased property in Toxteth Park on 14 May 
1684, to "William Gandye of Liverpoole . . . gentleman".

1161 Tristram Jackson, mariner, died in 1698. At his house in 1691 his daughter 
Elizabeth married John Fletcher, saddler, of Aughton, son of James Fletcher.

1171 A number of the Haydocks, originally of Langtree, near Coppull, were 
outstanding for their devotion to Quakerism. Two of the brothers of Robert 
Haydock suffered imprisonment in Lancaster gaol, and one of them, John 
Haydock of Coppull died there in 1719. The other, Roger (1644-1696), like 
John, travelled widely to preach the faith and married another travelling preach 
er, Eleanor Lowe (1643-1723). Among the manuscripts in the Liverpool Meeting 
House are copies of the following documents written by, or relating to, the 
Haydock family:

"An Epistle to Friends of Hardshaw Monthly Meeting. ... By John Haydock, 
Who at Wigan am under confinement, upon a commission of rebellion (for 
denying to take the oath and solemn affirmation). . . this tenth of the first month 
called March 1701/2".

"A Visitation of Love Tn the good-will of God, to the Professors of the
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as being resident in Coppull when he married Eleanor Shaw 
at Penketh in the previous year he must have been a recent arrival 
in Liverpool when his house was "recorded". In January 1702, 
the house of James Laithwait118) of Knowsley and, in January 1703, 
"the dwelling-house of Abigail Frith 1191 of Wavertree" were "re- 
corded". (20) It is possible that at this time, since Tristram Jackson 
had died in 1698, the only meeting place regularly made use of by 
the Friends living within Liverpool itself was the house of Robert 
Haydock. (21)

Besides holding "meetings for worship" in Knowsley, Liverpool 
and elsewhere the Friends of Knowsley Meeting (as of others) 
came together once a month to hold "preparative" or "prepara 
tory" meetings at which the affairs of the whole group were 
discussed, delegates chosen to attend the Monthly Meeting at

Truth. ... By Elinor Haydock, junr". (Probably the wife of Robert Haydock).
"Some account by way of testimony concerning our ancient and worthy friend 

Eleanor Haydock (Widow of Roger Haydock) late of Penketh, Deceased".
"Extracts from two Letters of Robert Haydocks to William Edmundson of 

Ireland" (dated 5th 9 month 1697 and 25th 1 month 1698).
"Letter from William Edmondson (sic) to Robert Haydock" (dated 18th of 

12th month 1698/9).
"A Testimony from the Quarterly Meeting of Friends in Lancashire, on 

behalf of our ancient friend Robert Haydock of Liverpool, deceased; . . . 20th 
2nd month, 1738."

From the last of these we learn that Robert Haydock "was bom at Coppul 
in Lancashire, in the year 1660; was convinced when a school boy; came forth 
in the ministry about the year 1687". He died in 1737. His brother William 
died Rector of Standish. For further information about the Haydocks see 
Besse, op. cit. ; Journal of the Friends' Historical Society, Vol. XV, No. 3 (1918); 
Transactions of the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, Vols. XLV1 
(1931) and LII (1937); T. C. Porteous, A History of the Parish of Standish (Wigan, 
1927); article on Roger Haydock in D.N.B.

1181 It may have become necessary to make use of James Laithwait's house 
because of the death of James Fletcher in 1697.

1101 The petition requesting registration gives the name of "Abigail GrifTeth". 
The marriage records of the Friends reveal that Abigail Griffith's house was in 
"Smatham" (Smithdown) Lane, Wavertree. She died at Penketh in 1742. One 
of her daughters, Abigail, married John Haydock of Coppull junior (b. 1680. son of 
the John Haydock referred to above) in 1703. Another daughter, Rebekah, married 
Robert Haydock of Penketh (1687-1760, son of the Roger and Eleanor Haydock 
referred to above) in 1709: they emigrated to America with some of their children 
in 1743. Both John Haydock, junior, of Coppull, and Robert Haydock of Penketh 
later became trustees of the Liverpool Meeting House in Hackins Hey.

(20) The "recordings" here noted, or rather the requests to quarter sessions 
that they might be made, are referred to in Nightingale, op. cit. Nightingale, 
however, implies that the house of James Laithwait was recorded in 1701 and 
states that the house of Abigail Griffith was recorded in January 1701 /2 instead 
of in January 1702/3.

1211 The "Record Book of Dissenting Meetings" in which the meeting-places 
were "recorded" states that at the quarter sessions of 19 January 1701/2 "The 
dwelling-house of Henry Molyneux of Liverpool" was "recorded for a meeting- 
place for protestant dissenters". But there is no petition among the extant 
records that the house of Molyneux should be so "recorded", and it seems 
likely that a busy clerk misread the petition (which exists among the records) 
in which Henry Molyneux asks not that his own but that James Laithwait's 
house be "recorded" (v.s.) On. the petition is written the word "allowed".
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Hardshaw, and so on. In the early days of Knowsley Meeting it was 
natural that the preparative meetings should be held at Knowsley 
where the Meeting had been "settled" and where most of the Friends 
lived. But as Liverpool grew in size and importance the "Towne 
friends" became more numerous than the "Country friends", 
and it became the practice to hold some of the preparative meetings 
in Liverpool since it was obviously desirable that as many Friends 
as possible should be able to attend these meetings. The records'221 
show that by 1703, the year in which their extant minutes com 
mence, the members of the Knowsley Meeting had agreed to hold 
most of the "preparative meetings" in Liverpool and that no 
"preparative meetings" were held in Knowsley after November 1709. 

At some time before April 1702, the members of the Knowsley 
Meeting decided to purchase land to be used as a burial ground: 
an entry in the minutes' 23 ' reads: "At our preparative Meeting 
at Liverpool the 19th of 2nd Mo: 1702 [19 April 1702] (24) . . . R. 
Haydocic and H. Mollineux (25) are continued about the Burying

< 221 The writer's thanks are due to the members of the Society of Friends in 
Liverpool and Manchester, who allowed him to consult their records, and 
particularly to Mr. T. Ellis, secretary of the Manchester Meeting, and to Mr. 
& Mrs. T. C. Griffith (wardens of the Liverpool Meeting House) who must 
have been caused considerable inconvenience by his frequent visits. He is grate 
ful also for facilities and help accorded to him by the proprietors and librarian 
of the Athenaeum, Liverpool and by the staff of the Lancashire Record Office.

1231 The earliest minutes extant were evidently written on loose sheets of paper 
which were afterwards bound together in a more or less haphazard fashion so 
that they are not arranged in date order. They almost certainly begin with those 
for January 1703, but because of the poor state of the paper it is not possible to 
decipher a date earlier than "4th of the 12 Mo: 1702" (i.e. 4 February 1703). A 
copy of the early minutes (1702-1721) made long after the originals were written 
shows that at one time the minutes in existence went back to April 1702, and 
the quotation here given is from that copy. All other quotations from the 
minutes are taken from the original records.

1241 As is well known, the Friends at this period and for long afterwards re 
fused to make use of the names of the days of the week and of the months 
because these names had been derived from "heathen" sources. Since the New 
Year was, until 1752, taken as beginning on 25 March in each year, "1st Month" 
was March and "12th Month" was February.

1261 Henry Mollineux, who was born at Lydiate about 1655 and his wife Mary 
(nee Southworth), born at Warrington in 1651, both spent much time as travel 
ling preachers and both were imprisoned for their beliefs; they met in Lan 
caster gaol in 1684 and married in the following year at "Greston Heath or 
Penketh". Henry wrote a number of controversial religious pamphlets, while 
Mary, who had received an education far more advanced than that given to 
most women of her day and was able to converse with her husband in Latin, 
published pious meditations in prose and verse. She died in January 1696 (not 
November 1695 as stated in D.N.B.) and Henry in January 1720 (not November 
1719 as stated in D.N.B.). Further information about them is available in Besse, 
op. cit. ; article on Henry Mollineux in D.N.B. ; and particularly " A Testimony 
Concerning My Late Wife Mary Mollineux" written by Henry Mollineux as a 
preface to his wife's book Fruits of Retirement. . . . (London, 1702). It may be 
added that a minute of Hardshaw Monthly Meeting in 1699 records that "A 
few lines written by Henry Mollineux to the Inhabitants of Leverpoole were 
read, considered and allowed, and given to James Laithwait and Robert Haydock 
to disperse." It is interesting also to note that in January 1698, the Hardshaw
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Ground". The minute states, in effect, that the two men continued 
to be empowered by the Meeting to seek land suitable for use as a 
burial ground. Apparently no such land was to be obtained on 
terms agreeable to the Meeting, since the following entry was made 
on "12th 3 mo. 1706" (12 May 1706): "At our preparatory Meetg 
att Leverpoole . . . R[obert] l26) H[aydock] & H[enry] M[ollineux] 
are continued abt. a Burying Ground & it is the result of this Meetg 
tht if a convenient place tht is Land cannot at present be procured .. . 
that then the foresd Frds. appointed for tht service wth R. G[lover] 
& R[ichard] K[enardy] <27) added are desired to forward the taking a 
piece of Ground for Lives upon wch to Erect a Meeting House". 

The records of the Hardshaw Monthly Meeting show that it was 
decided that the annual meeting of delegates from some of the 
northern counties and also the quarterly gathering of represen 
tatives from the various Lancashire Meetings should be held in 
Liverpool in April 1710. It therefore became necessary to find a 
meeting place large enough for such assemblies, and a minute of 
19 April 1709 states that "A number of friends were appointed to 
view the house at Leverpoole proposed to contain the next yearly 
meeting for the northern counties, & consider with Robt. Haydock 
concerning the making conveniences for tht meeting". The "house" 
was duly examined and approved of as "a place fit for the purpose" 
and no time was lost in having it recorded 1281 as a meeting place. 
As might have been expected, it was suggested that the local Friends 
might wish to have permanent possession of the premises: the 
Hardshaw minutes of 21 June 1709 record the proposal: "Knowsley 
Meeting wanting a meeting house, now at this meeting an accom 
modation is offered By a friend of tht meeting,' 291 therefore this

Monthly Meeting accorded him permission "to leave off his employment of 
keeping Schoqle at Leverpoole", and, shortly afterwards, to "remove his dwel 
ling to Ormskirk". When his son Othniel married in 1716, Henry was described 
as "yeoman" resident in Lydiate. A "testimony" taken from the Hardshaw 
Monthly Meeting records gives some account of his travels and praises his 
labours though his witness "was not so eloquent or taking as some".

1261 Here, as several times elsewhere, the initials only are given, but from other 
references in minutes, subscription lists and other documents it is possible to 
establish with reasonable certainty the full names of the persons to whom 
reference is made.

1271 It is perhaps of interest that when he married in 1711 and again in 1722 
Richard Kenardy described himself as a "mathematician". He is not mentioned 
in the records between 1728 when a daughter was born to him and 1752 when 
his wife is described as "a widow".

1281 "1709, May 2. Memdm That the building or house on the east side of 
Hackins Hey formerly Mr. Preeson's Backwards now in possession of Robt. 
Haydock is recorded for a meeting place for an assembly of Protestants dis 
senting from the Church of England, called Quakers". Municipal Archives and 
Records from A.D. 1700 to the Passing of the Municipal Reform Act, 1835. 
Extracted ... by Sir James Picton (Liverpool, 1886), p. 60.

(28) The language is vague, but, as subsequent events showed, the "friend of 
the meeting" could scarcely have been other than Robert Haydock of Liver 
pool; and certainly the "accommodation . . . offered" was the "house" chosen 
for the use of the Yearly Meeting: see extract below from the minutes of Hard 
shaw Meeting dated "19th of 5 mo. (July) 1709".
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meeting recommends the said offer to the particular Meeting 
of Knowsley and desire their answer at our next meeting". The 
Knowsley Friends quickly made up their minds, and at their 
preparative meeting in July 1709 it was unanimously agreed 
by them "tht the Meeting House formerly Thos Preestons [sic] 
shall be purchased for a Meeting House & burying Ground for 
Friends".

It seems clear from this minute that in July 1709, the Meeting 
House to be purchased was no longer in the possession of "Thos 
Preeston", although in the previous year he, or rather "Thos. 
Preeson", had been named as the owner of "the meeting house" in 
"An Assessmt. made on the Inhabitants of the parish ofLiverpoole . . . 
for and towards the releife of the Poor of the said Parish for the year 
Ensueing from Easter Tuesday the sixth Day of Aprill ano 
Domin one Thousand seven hundred and eight". (30} At the time of 
the assessment the "Meeting House" was described as "empty". 
The building was obviously known as the "Meeting House" when 
Preeson was the owner, more than a year before the Friends decided 
to purchase it: this may have been because it was available for 
public meetings, or because some other religious sect had used it, 
or perhaps it had acquired the name on being used occasionally by 
the Friends some time before the assessment of 1708, although there 
is no evidence whatever that it was made use of by the Friends before 
April 1710, at the time of the yearly and quarterly meetings. At some 
time between the date of the assessment referred to above, and 14 
August 1709, the Meeting House evidently passed into the ownership 
of the Haydock family, since on the latter date "Hjenry] M[ollineux] 
J[ames] L[aithwait] W[illiam] L[aithwait] (31) Bfenjamin] H[unter] (32) 
R G[lover] & H[enry] W[ebster]" (33) were "named to treat with 
R[obert] Hfaydock] abof the Meeting House"; and in January 
1710 it was

"concluded as followeth. . . . The friends appointed to treat with Robt. Haydock 
abt the Meeting house have concluded with him for the purchase of the Meeting 
house & the fitting of it, & of a place for reception of the next womens Quarterly 
Meeting; for which is to be paid two hundred & fifty pounds; towards which 
he acknowledgeth to have in his hands given by several about fourty pounds,

(3°> Printed in "Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne . . ." (Liverpool, 1908) 
by Henry Peet.

From the assessment we learn that in 1708 Robert Haydock was assessed 
on three houses in Water Street, one in "Chappell Street", one in Rosemary 
Lane (later Fazakerly Street), and one in Thomas Street; as also on ware 
houses in Atherton Street and Thomas Street. He himself lived in Water 
Street.

I31) Possibly the William, son of Peter Laithwait, who was born in 1664.
1321 Benjamin Hunter seems to have been one of the most prosperous of the 

Liverpool Friends of his day, and also one of the most active; but in 1720, 
according to the minutes of the Liverpool Meeting, he was disowned "for going 
oflT and leaving his Creditors unsatisfied".

1381 Henry Webster of Knowsley married Abigail Fletcher, daughter of James, 
at James Laithwait's house at Knowsley in 1711. He died in 1758.
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& by the Monthly Meeting thirty pounds, l341 towards tht service; & several 
friends here have subscribed to what they are free to give towards raising the 
remainder one hundred & eighty pounds and the rest are continued to sub 
scribe".

After a meeting held in April 1710,' 351 a day was appointed on which 
"the Fr[iends] which Designs to Contribuit towards the purchase 
of our Meeting House" were to "give in their Respective] sums or 
an Acco1 thereof". (36) But the Friends were evidently not wealthy 
enough to pay for their Meeting House within a short period, and in 
March 1711, it was decided to seek to borrow £100 from the Monthly 
Meeting "upon interest". "Benj. Hunter, Ja. Laithwait, H. Wfebster] 
& R. K[enardy]" offered "to be security for it" and the local Friends 
agreed "to bear them harmless from Danger in their so doing". It 
would seem that nothing came of this, since in September of the 
same year it was recorded that "R. Haydock & W[illiam] Ljaithwait] 
offers to attend the next Mo: & Quarterly Meetings" and 
there "offer Benj. H[unter], J[ames] L[aithwait], W[illiam]

£L[aithwait] & R[ichard] K[enardy] to be Security for 75 wh this

Meetg proposes to take at Interest in order to Discharge the Money 
Remaining unpaid of the pourchas of the Meeting House". On 
this occasion the Liverpool delegates were successful; and a legal 
document found among the records of the Liverpool Friends shows 
that the purchase was completed, after a preliminary agreement on 
the previous day, on 12 December, 1711. (37)

All the references to negotiations up to this date had made it 
seem certain that the owner of the meeting house, Thomas Preeson's 
successor, had been Robert Haydock; it was therefore surprising 
and puzzling to find that the property was sold to the Friends by 
one "Anne Farington of Preston, widow". It was found however 
that Robert Haydock had a sister of this name, 1381 and it seems

IM) Extract from minutes of Hardshaw Monthly Meeting "the 19th of 5 mo. 
[July] 1709".

"The friends of Knowsley meeting give acct. tht. they have concluded to 
purchase the house in Leverpoole for a meeting house; & this meeting con 
sidering tht the charge of fitting it, to receive the yearly meeting for the Northern 
Counties, is like to be considerable, therefore offers the matter to the particular 
preparative meetings, to consider what they are free to offer towards it".

1361 The MS. is torn but there can be little doubt about the date.
1361 On the same page on which this minute is recorded appears a subscription 

list which shows that the following Friends contributed: B. Hunter, Abi. Griffiths, 
R. Kenardy, Wm. Lee, W. Laithwait, R. Glover, K. Jackson, Eliz. Ashton, 
T. Fletcher, H. Webster, Eliz. Sephton, G. Lee, K. Oliver, Jo? Moss.

|3" A considerable time passed before the debt on the Meeting House was paid 
off. The minutes of the Fylde Preparative Meeting record that in 1724 at "Lys- 
coow" (Liscoe) "Friends" had "collected 6s. 03d. at the request of Mo: Mtg. 
towards the assisting of Friends of Hartshaw Mo. Mtg. in defraying the charg 
of the Meeting House at Liverpool". D. Abbatt, Quaker Annals of Preston and 
the Fylde (1653-1900), p. 96.

(38) The will of the Rev. William Haydock (1645-1713), rector of Standish 
parish church, mentions his "brother Robert" and "sister Ann Farrington". 
(See "Notes on the Family of Roger Haydock" in "The Journal of the Friends 
Historical Society", Vol. 15, No. 3 (1918) pp. 98-99).
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clear that she purchased the Meeting House in 1708 or 1709, and 
that her brother conducted the subsequent negotiations on her 
account. The "Indenture" describes the property as

"All that one house edifice or building commonly called the Meeting-house 
and the land underneath it completely and only containing the same with the 
appurtenances . . . standing and being near unto the north side of one Messuage 
or dwelling house late in the possession of one Thomas Preeson Mariner and 
since that in the possession of the said Anne Farington or her Assigns or 
under-tenants, the said messuage being on the north part of the backside 
of another Messuage or dwelling house lately rebuilded situate ... on the 
north side of Dale Street in Leverpoole . . . together with all and singular 
Courts fronts and the way or passage from the Street called High-Street,' 3" 
alias Hackings hey".

The price paid was £170 and the trustees undertook to pay "one 
peny of lawful money" every year "for ever hereafter" if it should be 
"actually demanded". The trustees of the Meeting House, who 
signed the "Indenture", were as follows: 

"Robert Haydock of Leverpoole. . . . Merch'- 
Robert Haydock junior1401 son of the said Robert Haydock. 
John Haydock of Coppul . . . junior1411 Gent. 
Robert Haydock of Penketh . . . Yeom.
William Barnes 142 ' (son of William Barnes) of Great Sankey . . . Yeom. 
John Thompson,'431 son of Gilbert Thompson of Great Sankey . . . School 
master.
John Birch junior (44) (son of John Birch) of Great Sankey . . . Yeom. 
William Laithwait of Knowsley . . . Yeom. 
Peter Laithwait (isl son of James Laithwait of Knowsley . . . Cordwainer.

1391 There would seem to be an error here. High Street (formerly Juggler 
Street) was a continuation of Castle Street. See Peet, H. Liverpool in the Reign 
of Queen Anne, p. 59 n.

1401 Born 1695, married Deborah Wilson of Liverpool in 1720. A minute of 
the Liverpool Meeting of "7 month" (September) 1744 reads: "Complaint is 
here made that a certain Member of this Meeting has often been guilty of Drink 
ing to Excess & Disorderly Practices so as to bring Dishonour to our Society & 
the Truth we Profess. . . . Christopher Thornton, Wm. Rathbone, Wm. Hasle- 
dine & Richard Hillary are appointed to Deal with him on behalf of this Meet 
ing". The "Certain Member", as a later minute makes clear, was the Robert 
Haydock here referred to: he was disowned not long afterwards. Two of his 
children, grandchildren of the Robert Haydock who did so much for Quakerism 
in Liverpool, had to be admonished in 1757 for "not having for a considerable 
time past attended our Meeting for Religious Worship".

1411 Born 1680; married Abigail Griffiths, as noted above, in 1703.
1421 A William Barnes, son of William Barnes of Great Sankey, was born 

in 1698. He was the grandson of the William Barnes of Great Sankey with 
whom George Fox stayed during tours of the district in 1667 and 1669. See 
Journal of George Fox, ed. John L. Nickalls (Cambridge, 1952), pp. 513, 536, 
551.

< '> Gilbert Thompson, the well-known schoolmaster who had a school at 
Penketh, married Rachel Barnes of Great Sankey at Penketh in 1688. John, their 
son, was born in 1695. Gilbert died in 1719.

<44> A John Birch of Great Sankey, linen weaver, married Sarah Barnes of 
Great Sankey in 1692. A John Birch son of "John and Sarah of Sankey" was 
born in 1694.

1451 Peter, son of James and Hannah Laithwait, was born in 1694. Married 
Rachel Smith of "Littlewood" at Langtree in 1726.
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Othniel Mollineux 14 " son of Henry Mollineux of Lidiat. . . Yeom. 
Tristram Fletcher14" son of John Fletcher of Bicursteth . . . Sadler. 
Benjamin Hunter of Leverpoole . . . Merchant".

Whilst the negotiations for the purchase of the Meeting House 
had been proceeding, new arrangements for the holding of meetings 
had been made. A minute of the Hardshaw Monthly Meeting of 
June 1710, speaks of a "general meeting at Leverpoole" which had 
been attended, "tho' Slenderly", and states that permission is given 
"to friends to keep meetings there on first days for this next month, 
& friends are desired to visit those meetings as with freedom they 
can conveniently". A further minute of August in the same year 
announces that "Meetings on first days at Leverpoole meeting 
have been held the last month, & it is advised tht meetings there 
on first days be continued the next month"; but, evidently apprecia 
ting the need to make some permanent arrangements, the Monthly 
Meeting went on to appoint a committee "to meet at Leverpoole 
the 10th. of the next month" (i.e. September) "to confer with 
friends of Leverpoole & Knowsley Meeting concerning the keeping 
of their meeting for the future". At the Hardshaw Monthly Meeting 
held on 19 September 1710, this committee presented its report; 
and the minute states:

"... a proposition made by Knowsley friends to this meeting for the holding 
of their meetings, for amity and peace sake, & in condescention one to another, 
is by this meeting allowed of, & it is concluded as followeth, viz. 
that the friends of Knowsley & Leverpoole do keep their meetings together at 
Leverpoole in the meeting house three first days in four, & the fourth first 
day the Knowsley or Country friends have liberty to keep a meeting apart, or 
by themselves, in the Country; & the Leverpoole friends to keep their meeting 
in the meeting house at the same time. . . . Likewise both the townes & country 
friends are to keep their week days meetings as followeth . . . the fifth day next 
after the General Meeting all together at Leverpoole, and the fifth day next 
after that all together at Knowsley; and the fifth day next following that . . . 
the Country friends have liberty to keep their meeting apart in the country, if 
they please, & the Towne's friends at the same time apart in the town."

And finally there is the definite pronouncement: "But in all their 
services and keeping their preparative meetings they are to continue 
one entire meeting, as formerly, notwithstanding the said liberty 
granted & are to keep their preparative meetings at Leverpoole, 
on a first day whereon the meeting is joyntly held there; & that 
hereafter the said meeting be called by the name of Leverpoole 
meeting". Thus did the Meeting House in Hackins Hey become the 
official headquarters of the newly-named "Leverpoole Meeting".

1461 Born "11 mo. 1685" (January 1686). Married Margaret Barton of "Bicurs 
teth" in "12 month 1716" (February 1717) and was then described as "school 
master". He was an active member of the "Bicursteth" meeting until his death 
in 1732. There seems to be no reference elsewhere to the fact, revealed by the 
records, that Henry and Mary of Lidiat' had at least one other son, Eleazar, 
born "12 month 1686", i.e. February 1687, and died 1709.

1171 Grandson of James Fletcher and of Tristram Jackson; born 1693. Married 
Martha Davies at "Bicursteth" in 1720, and was resident at Rainford at the 
time of his death in 1733.
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The Meeting House was not only used for religious and "prepara 
tive" meetings: the land beneath it was used as burial ground. The 
first burial recorded was that of "Henry, son of Robt. & Eleanor 
Haydock of Leverpoole. . . . Buryed in our Meeting House in 
Leverpoole the 23rd of 3 mo [May] 1711" and among others buried 
within the Meeting House were Robert Haydock himself (1737), 
his wife "Elinor Haydock Seanior" (1739), and the second William 
Rathbone(48) (1746). At the preparative meetings great pains were 
taken to ensure that Friends who intended to marry were free to do 
so and had their parents' consent, but the records of the Liverpool 
Meeting contain few references to the actual weddings; it was, 
however, recorded that "William Rathbone'49 ' [the third of that

1481 Born at Gawswprth in 1696 according to Records of the Rathbone Family, 
edited (for private circulation) by Emily A. Rathbone, (Edinburgh, 1913). 
Unfortunately these Records, though in many ways valuable, contain a number 
of inaccuracies. The date of birth of the third William Rathbone is given both 
as December 1728 (p.7) and as "new style, 6th, 1st month, 1726 (p. 244). On 
page 244 it is indicated both that the marriage to Rachel Rutter noted above 
took place on "19th, 2nd munth, 1757" and that the first child of the marriage 
was born in 1751. It is stated on page 7 that three children of the second William 
Rathbone's second marriage "lived to grow up" (Elizabeth, Penelope and 
Joseph), but shown on page 249 that a fourth child, Martha, died at the age of 
63. Another error is indicated below, Some information concerning the early 
Rathbones is given in Rathbone, Eleanor F., William Rathbone, A Memoir 
(London, 1905) and there are articles on the fourth and fifth William Rathbones 
(1757-1809) and (1787-1868) in D.N.B.

Among the documents in the Liverpool meeting-house is a copy of a declara 
tion made in 1731 by the second William Rathbone (71696-1746) concerning 
"tythes", in which he states that although he had not "in any wise been tried 
either by suffering in body or estate, for refusing to pay tythes, steeple house 
leys" . . . (etc.) he believed them to be "altogether unchristian and unlawful" 
and did not doubt, that "whenever it doth or may befal me to be made a sharer 
in the sufferings of friends, on account of non-payment thereof, I shall be enabled 
(through divine assistance) cheerfully and patiently to undergo the same". The 
records confirm the family tradition that he was a sawyer.

1491 The MSS. in the Liverpool meeting-house relating to the third William 
Rathbone include copies of the following:

(a) Letter to Margaret Raine dated "5th of 3d Mo. 1782".
(b) "Extract from a letter written by William Rathbone to Samuel Smith, 

eleven days before his decease".
(c) "An Account of the last illness & some expressions of William Rathbone 

of Liverpool".
(d) "A Testimony concerning William Rathbone of Liverpool . . . from the 

Monthly Meeting of Hardshaw . . . holden at Warrington the 15th of 
12th Month, 1789".

From this last it is possible to establish that the Rathbones were living in 
Liverpool in 1726 and that they became Friends about 1728. It is interesting to 
learn from it that the Rathbone family might easily have been lost to Liverpool 
as early as 1743, when the third William Rathbone "about the seventeenth year 
of his age being under discouraging circumstances . . . formed the intention of 
going abroad with a view to acquire wealth, but when he found himself upon the 
point of carrying this design into execution, his mind was brought under a weighty 
exercise, and he was impressed with a persuation [sic] that his appointed station 
was in his native place, where a field of religious labour was opened before him".

He was appointed an elder of the Meeting "in the 33rd year of his age", was a 
"Minister about 14 years", and was "frequently under appointment to visit Monthly 
& Quarterly Meetings in different parts of this Nation, and once those in Ireland".
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name, 1726-1789] & Rachel Rutter took each other in Marriage 
in a publick Assembly held for that purpose in this Our Meet 
ing house the 22nd Day of Eleventh Month last" (i.e. 22 January 
1751).

In 1741 "some alterations being proposed to be made in this 
Meeting house" it was decided that "the Manner & manidgement 
thereof" should be left to Richard Hillary, Wm. Rathbone, Joseph 
Bond, and James Haseldine; and a subscription list shows how much 
was contributed to the cost of the alterations by some of the Friends, 
evidently the most prominent and active supporters of the Meeting 
at this time.' 501 During the same year the members of the Meeting 
decided to appoint some new trustees, only two of whom belonged 
to the Liverpool Meeting: 1511 "Richard Hillary, Merchant" (d. 
1789), and "William Rathbone, Sawyer" (d. 1746).

For more than forty years the only burial place available to the 
Friends who lived in Liverpool was the ground within the Meeting 
House, but in 1752 Friends subscribed to purchase "a piece of 
ground before our Meeting House" from Christopher Thornton, 
himself a Friend, who had inherited it. (52) The property consisted 
of a plot of ground "situate on the east side of ... Hackin's Hey, 
containing in breadth to the front thereof twelve yards or there 
abouts and running in depth eastwardly to the said building or 
meeting house . . . thirteen yards or thereabouts". (53) Most of the 
trustees to whom the new holding was conveyed were Liverpool 
men; once again Richard Hillary and "William Rathbone Sawyer" 
were among them, although it was now the third William Rathbone 
(1726-1789) who was referred to. There were also "Joseph Rutter, 
Tallow Chandler" (d. 1766); (54) "David Kenyon, Ironmonger" 
(d. 1779); "John Scott, Merchant" (d. 1791); I56) "James Hasleden,

""' Since Friends were expected to contribute in proportion to their means, 
the amounts subscribed are of interest as furnishing a rough guide to the stand 
ing of the members. The amounts were: Richard Hillary, £3; Henry Webster, 
£2 15s.; William Rathbone, £2 10s.; John Stockley, £2 2s.; Peter Laithwait, 
£1 10s.; David Kenyon, £1; Benjamin Stockley, £1; Christopher Thornton, 
15s.; Wm. Hassledine, 10s.; Joshua Thornton, 9s. 6d.; James Hassledine, 7s. 6d. 
The name of Joseph Bond appears in the list but there is no indication of the 
amount subscribed.

1511 The others were "John Torbock of Cronton, Yeoman; Thomas Torbock 
of Torbock, Yeoman; Thomas Titley of Little Sankey near Warrington, Iron 
monger; Gilbert Thompson of Great Sankey. schoolmaster".

(53) According to a statement in an "Indenture" dated 1777. In Liverpool 
in the Last Quarter of the \8th century ... By R. Saunders Jones (1926) occurs 
the curious statement (p. 26), "The cemetery attached was added in 1752 by Mrs. 
Penelope Rathbone". Since Penelope was only eight or nine years of age in 
1752 it is not surprising that there is no evidence to support the statement and 
a great deal which contradicts it.

1531 "Indenture" dated 1777.
1641 For an account of the Rutter family see Bickerton, T. H., A Historical 

Sketch of Dr. John Rutter (Liverpool, 1910).
1651 Possibly the Scott who was a partner of Hillary's in the firm of "Hillary 

and Scott, Merchants, Old Churchyard", mentioned in Gore's Directory of 
Liverpool, (1766).
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Anchor Smith" (d. 1787); Isaac Hadwen, Clockmaker" (d. 1767);' 56 ' 
and "Joshua Thornton, Shoemaker" (d. 1775); all of Liverpool. <57) 
In September 1755, the following resolution concerning the burial 
ground was agreed to: "Whereas in time past Friends of this 
Meeting Buried their Dead within our Meeting house having no 
other Burial Ground, but a piece of Vacant Land at the front of 
our Meeting house hath been Purchased by Friends1581 for a Burial 
place, it is now fully and absolutely concluded & agreed upon that 
no Body whatever shall hereafter be admitted to be buried within 
our Meeting house". The subscription called for at the time of the 
purchase of the burial ground was intended to cover also the cost 
of "Repairing said House with a new Roof & Dividing the house 
&c.". From this one gathers that the Meeting House was divided 
by some kind of partition and this is confirmed by a minute of 1766 
which states that: "The Friends' 591 appointed to consider of Alter 
ing this Meeting house Met Accordingly & now give in their opinion 
that the Gallery in the North End should be taken down and the 
middle Pertition (sic) be removed nearer the North End, with some 
other alterations, to all wch this Meeting agrees, & a Subscription 
for the Expence thereof is Enter'd upon. Willm. Rathbone James 
Hardern Peter Wright David Kenyon are appointed to inspect into 
the perfecting of the same". The work was duly carried out. 1601

In 1779 a plot of land was purchased' 611 behind the Meeting 
House: the vendors were "Stephen Ford of Liverpool, Merchant & 
Betty his wife" and the negotiations were carried on for the Liver 
pool Friends by John Scott and Joseph Rathbone. The latter 
(d. 1790) had become a trustee of the Meeting House in 1777, as

1681 1 am indebted to Mr. F. A. Bailey for the information that one of Isaac 
Hadwen's clocks is to be found in the Senate Room of the University of Liverpool.

1571 The trustees appointed who were not members of the Liverpool Meeting 
were, in addition to Gilbert Thompson of Great Sankey, "Isaac Moss Junr. 
Chapman" and "Ebenezer Mellor, Distiller" both of Manchester; and "Samuel 
Fothergill of Warrington, Linen Draper", the famous travelling preacher.

eel -rne J752 subscription list includes names not given in the 1741 list re 
ferred to earlier. Some of the new contributors became trustees and their names 
are mentioned above. The others were Sevil Wilson, Peter Wright, Elizabeth 
Rathbone, and "Widow Chorley of Warrington".

1691 They were: William Rathbone, Jonathan Binns, Richard Hillary, David 
Kenyon, John Scott, Peter Wright, John Chorley, Joshua Hadwen "with any 
other friends who incline to accompany them".

1601 Entries in an account book covering the period 1765 to 1804 show that the 
timber required was bought from William Rathbone (d. 1789), from whom 
timber was purchased also in 1783 and 1784. An interesting reference to the 
early days of another important Merseyside firm (Fawcett and Preston) is made 
in the following entry relating to work carried out at the Meeting House:

"6 mo. 28 1784 To Wm. Fawcett for Repairing the Stove ... 0. 8. 6." The 
Wm. Fawcett referred to was "disowned" in 1794 because he refused to give up 
"the practice of making and vending instruments of War".

1611 A document headed "A Schedule of Deeds & other writings belonging to 
Liverpool Preparative Meeting" reveals that in order to ensure a secure right to 
the land it was necessary to seek a "Fine by Proclamation in his Majesty's 
court at Lancaster . . . Wm. Rathbone Plaintiff & Step" Ford & Betty his Wife 
defendants . . . dated March 22nd 1779".
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had the fourth William Rathbone (d. 1809), so that at this period, 
since the elder William Rathbone (d. 1789) was still alive, no fewer 
than three of the twelve trustees were members of the Rathbone 
family. The other trustees appointed in 1777 to replace those who 
had died were "James Kenyon, Merchant", (d. 1809) and "Jonathan 
Binns, Doctor of Physic", (d. 1812). It is interesting to note that of 
the ten trustees who were members of the Liverpool Meeting eight 
were merchants: the only link with the early days of the Meeting 
House was the aged Peter Laithwait, one of the original trustees 
appointed in 1711 and now described' 62 ' as "late of Knowsley . . . 
but now of Liverpool . . . yeoman".

The year 1787 saw the Friends once more seeking land' 63 ' to 
serve as a burial ground and once more they wished to add to their 
holdings in Hackins Hey: but on this occasion there were difficulties 
in the way. The records show that the younger William Rathbone 
was instructed in November 1787, to enquire about the possibility 
of purchasing land adjacent to the Hackins Hey property, but it 
was found that the owners, "the trustees of the late William Light- 
body" were "not empowered to sell but under the Authority of an 
Act of Parliament" and that "if any Agreement could be made 
with them it would therefore be necessary to petition the Corpora 
tion of this place for their assistance in obtaining legal Title". 
Consideration was given to the possibility of buying some property 
in Lord Street belonging to Robert Copeland and William Rigby, 
but after some discussion at a general meeting of Friends held in 
December 1787: "It was proposed to the consideration of this 
Meeting whether the present Meeting House may be deem'd sufficient 
for the purposes of the Society in this place and it was the almost 
unanimous opinion of the Meeting that the Meeting House is not 
fully sufficient for our present Occasions that it is highly probable 
that a larger Building may soon become still more necessary and 
that the Committee should have that Object in view in their future 
enquiries". It was estimated that "considering the great advance 
in the value of Land in this Town" it would probably cost not less 
than £1500 to buy the necessary land and erect a Meeting House. 
William Rathbone and Isaac Hadwen were appointed to "make a 
personal application to the Members of this Meeting for complet 
ing said subscription as far as may be". The land in Hunter Street 
on which to build a new Meeting House was purchased in 1788 
and three years later the building was ready. A minute of 18 Sep 
tember 1791' 641 makes it possible to learn the precise date when the 
transfer from the old Meeting House to the new took place: "Our

1621 "Indenture" of 1777. He died in 1784, "aged about 91 years".
1631 The members of a committee appointed for the purpose were William 

Rathbone, Joseph Rathbone, William Rathbone Junr., John Scott, Wm. Topper, 
John Heald, Robert Benson, Joseph Hadwen, Jonathan Binns Jnr., Isaac 
Hadwen, James Hardern and Abraham Binns. It would seem that John Rutter 
became a member later.

1611 Picton in his Memorials of Liverpool (Vol. II, p. 105) states that the 
transfer took place "about 1796". This is a little wide of the mark.
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New Meeting House in Hunter street being near finished Abm 
Binns is appointed to give notice to Friends to meet there this day 
two weeks at the usual hour". The first interment in the new burial 
ground took place on 3 October 1791, 165) and there seem to have 
been no interments in the old burial ground after that date except 
for those of Margaret Rathbone, widow of the third William, in 
1793, Mary Vipont in 1794 and Martha Rathbone (see below) in 
1799.

In 1791 it became necessary once again to appoint trustees to 
replace those who had died and the following were chosen : (66) 
"Abraham Binns, Leather Cutter" (d. 1814); "George Binns, 
Leather Cutter" (d. 1816); <67) "William Hasleden, Merchant", 
(d. 1820); "Joseph Hadwen Jnr. Grocer", (d. 1840); "Thomas 
Hadwen, Silversmith" (d. 1800); Isaac Hadwen, Banker" (d. 1842); 
and "Richard Hillary, Merchant" (d. circa 1803).

Some months before the transfer to the new premises took place 
the Friends had agreed that since the Hackins Hey Meeting House 
might soon "not be necessary for the purposes of the Meeting" 
it should be let with such of the land as had not been used as burial 
ground. In December 1791 Wm. Rathbone, the fourth of that 
name, who died in 1809, was able to report that the Committee 
had "let the Meetg house in Hackins Hey & the ground there 
unto belonging Eastward of that part which is used as burial ground, 
to John Hope Architect, on lease for the term of twenty-one years 
at the rent of Twenty one pounds per annm". He added that after 
this agreement had been made Martha Rathbone168) had expressed

ISM it was that of "William Smith Kinsey of London . . . who was drowned in 
crossing the River Mersey".

"" "John Rutter, Physician" became a trustee of the new Meeting House 
but, although there is some conflict of evidence on the point, not, it would seem, 
of the older one.

1671 For an account of the Binns family see Thomas Binns of Liverpool, 1771- 
1842: a collection of typescript notes compiled by G. J. Binns and now in the 
Picton Reference Library, Liverpool. Jonathan Binns had left Liverpool in 
1795 to become honorary superintendent of the Friends' school at Ackworth. 
Bickerton, T. H. A Medical History of Liverpool (London, 1936), p. 43.

1681 Martha Rathbone (1736-1799) and her sister Penelope (1744-1814) were, 
like their brother Joseph Rathbone (d. 1790), children of the second William 
Rathbone's second marriage in 1731. The third William Rathbone (died 1789) 
was the child of the first marriage and he became the father of the fourth William 
Rathbone (1757-1809).

The Records of the Rathbone Family indicate that the mother of Martha, 
Penelope, Joseph and Elizabeth Rathbone was Elizabeth Shepherd, and they are 
followed in this by Foster in his Pedigrees of the County Families of England, 
Vol. I. But the records of Liverpool Meeting House show that the woman whom 
William Rathbone married at Liverpool in 1731 was Elizabeth Johnson, widow. 
The following entry in the minutes of the Hardshaw Monthly Meeting establishes 
the truth of the matter: 

"17: 6 mo. 1731. A paper is here offered from Elizabeth Johnson, who when 
Elizabeth Shepherd was married by a priest, wherein she acknowledges the 
Justice of friends denying her on that account, and desiring to be reconciled 
to friends, and her conversation having for some time appeared orderly, the 
said paper is here accepted".
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a wish to lease the property and had actually paid Hope £370 in 
order to purchase his "term and Interest in the Lease". She now 
wished to lease the property for the term of a hundred and twenty 
years, paying a sum down instead of annual rent. Joseph Hadwen, 
Abraham Binns, James Hardern, Samuel Blain and William Farrer 
were asked to negotiate with Miss Rathbone and after some dis 
cussion the Hackins Hey property1691 was leased to her in 1793 for 
the term of 999 years, she to pay £500 and to undertake that "the 
earth of the floor within the said Meeting House shall not be dis 
turbed during the said term of 999 years". Why Martha Rathbone 
should have wished to lease the old Meeting House is not at all 
clear. (70)

Martha died unmarried in 1799 and then or later her interest in the 
property passed to her sister, Penelope Rathbone. One is tempted 
to guess that Penelope made use of the building to house a school' 711 
since she is known to have concerned herself with education, (72) 
but there is no evidence' 73) that the Meeting House was so used 
before 1813, the year before her death: in that year the old Meeting 
House certainly was in use as a school, and during the fifty years 
which followed its history is part of the history of elementary 
education in Liverpool.

A minute of February 1813 shows that some of the Friends had 
raised a fund with the intention of "instituting a School to educate 
a number of poor Girls not of our Society" and that Penelope 
Rathbone had granted permission for the use of "the Building which 
was formerly the Meeting house". Soon after Penelope's death in 
1814(74) the property must have come once again under the direct

1691 In 1791 the property leased to Martha Rathbone was described as: "All 
that Building in Hackins Hey now or lately used as a Meeting house together 
with the ground thereto to the eastward thereof and fronting Leather Lane 
and also such part of the ground to the westward of it as is now paved or 
flagged, including that part on which the Necessary and Porch are erected".

1701 She may merely have wished to ensure that it would remain available for 
the use of Friends. That it was occasionally used by them is shown by an entry 
in an account book: "5 mo. 2, 1797 Paid Is. Hadwen for 1 Ib. Cand for a 
Public Meeting in Hackins Hey ... 0. 0. 8J".

1711 The Liverpool Meeting records reveal that a school supported and 
organised by Friends existed in Liverpool in 1791, in which year it was trans 
ferred to a chamber in the new Meeting House in Hunter Street. There is evi 
dence that it was in existence about 1787 and it may have been founded much 
earlier; but it is doubtful whether it was ever housed at Hackins Hey. It certainly 
remained at Hunter Street from 1791 until at least 1819, although it is not 
mentioned in any of the contemporary lists of Liverpool schools.

I7ai I am indebted to Professor H. A. Ormerod for the information that 
in 1790 Penelope Rathbone had a school in Soho Street. (Gore's Directory, 
1790).

1731 Among the Rathbone correspondence (very kindly made available for my 
inspection by the late Mrs. Hugh Rathbone) there is a letter from one of Penelope 
Rathbone's nephews asking permission to use "our, or rather your, Meeting- 
House" as a centre at which soup might be distributed to the poor. The Picture 
of Liverpool'. OR Stranger's Guide for the year 1805 says of the Meeting House: 
"... though it still exists it has been made no use of for several years" (p. 93).

1741 She died at "the Retreat, near York".
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control of the Liverpool Meeting, for in 1816 the Meeting con 
sidered another request that the building might be used as a school: 
on this occasion the request was made on behalf of the committee 
of a Sunday school attached to a chapel in Pall Mail.' 751 The com 
mittee was granted the use of the Meeting House for a period, in all, 
of one year. Not long afterwards, in July 1818, the committee of 
the Liverpool Sunday School Union made a similar request, stating 
that it was desired to open "a Sunday School for the benefit of the 
poor and ignorant children in the neighbourhood". It was claimed 
on behalf of the committee that "the Schoolmaster' 761 who occupies 
the room on the weekdays has intimated his willingness to aid us in 
the undertaking". That the request was granted is shown by a 
statement made in the Third Annual Report of the Liverpool Sunday 
School Union (1819): "Hackin's Hey School was opened on the 
23rd August, 1818, in the Friends' old Meeting-house, gratuitously 
allowed to the Union for that purpose. . . . The room is large . . . 
and provided with desks and forms for three hundred children". 
In 1819 the Friends established a boys' school near to the infants' 
and girls' schools which they had already set up in Duncan Street 
East: they thereupon granted the use of the Meeting House "for a 
[day]school during the present year" to one William Carson.' 771

In August 1819 a "Committee for the Care of the Premises be 
longing to the Meeting" presented a report in which they stated that 
"The roof and various other parts of the Meeting House in Hackins 
Hey being in want of repair, we propose to the Meeting that such 
alterations be made as will render the larger apartment suitable 
for a school, with an entrance from Leather-lane and the piece of 
ground (about 30 feet square) adjoining the lane, to be cleared for 
a yard to this part of the Building. The smaller apartment we also 
propose to be rendered tenantable for a school. The entrance to be 
where it now is". It was suggested that after the repairs and altera 
tions had been completed the two schoolrooms should be let "at 
a moderate rent". Apparently there was some difficulty in reaching 
agreement concerning these proposals: consideration of them was 
repeatedly deferred, two general meetings to discuss them were 
held in the old building in Hackins Hey, and whatever decision was 
arrived at is not recorded. Some figures scribbled in an account

(75) "\ye have two to three Hundred scholars many of them adults our whole 
object is to learn them to read the Bible in their Native tongue (Welch). When 
our Chapel is taken down the Scholars will be dispersed & the School in a great 
measure destroyed before we can build the intended meeting house in Pall Mall". 
The chapel must have been that of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, rebuilt 
in Pall Mall in 1816.

"" From this reference to a "Schoolmaster" it would seem that the day 
school for girls founded by a group of Friends in 1813 had begun to admit boys 
or had become a boys' school. In Gore's Directory (1818) there is mention of 
the "Friends Female Charity School, Duncan-street-east" and the evidence 
seems to suggest that the old Meeting House ceased to be used as a girls' school 
in 1818.

'"' Probably the William Carson who became a member of the Society of 
Friends in the following year.
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book in the year 1823 show that in that year one "J. Crouch" and 
also "Matthews Charity School" were paying rent for premises 
in Hackins Hey described as a "School" or "School room". "J. 
Crouch" was evidently William Carson's successor, 178) and master 
of the school originally set up on the premises in 1813; whilst St. 
Matthew's Charity School, as we learn from other sources, 179 ' was 
established in Hackins Hey in 1822, there being both a day school 
and a Sunday school.

In the year 1824 an event took place which made it necessary for 
the Friends to decide what the future of the old Meeting House was 
to be. In October of that year it was reported to the Meeting that 
"the Old meeting House in Hackins Hey has fallen down at the 
south end, with part of the front wall adjoining, also nearly half the 
roof, occasioned by sinking a foundation on the adjoining pre 
mises" [where a warehouse was being erected] . . . "The School 
room for which purpose this part of the premises is now used is 
rendered untenantable". Less than a month later a committee 
reported that "... it was nr,t found expedient to have an entire 
new roof upon the old meeting-house in Hackins Hey; that in con 
sequence of an urgent application from the Committee of the 
charitable school who have for some time past occupied it that 
friends would make two school rooms upon the premises, they 
have had a plan made for rebuilding the whole, and an estimate of 
the expence". The report was approved and the work quickly 
begun, so that by January 1825, the erection of a "building ... for 
two school rooms" was well under way, the necessary money being 
lent to the Meeting by Nicholas Waterhouse, 1801 who was to be re 
paid from the rents obtained from the property. The schoolrooms 
were first rented by the committee of St. Matthew's charity school, 
but in 1835 they began to house also St. Paul's charity school1811 
and after a year or two the premises were used exclusively by the 
latter school. (82)

By the year 1849, when the premises had been made use of by 
others for nearly thirty years, it must have seemed that the Friends 
would never again need to occupy the old Meeting House; but in 
that year the Meeting was informed that the building had "been 
given up by its former tenants and is now occupied by the School 
belonging to Friends"; the Meeting as a whole continued to be the

1781 Almost certainly he was the John Crouch whose name appears in a 
contemporary list giving the names of Liverpool Friends. He left Liverpool in 
October 1823 and the School of which he was master seems to have gone out of 
existence at that time or very soon afterwards.

1791 Gore's Directory, 1823.
(so) professor F. E. Hyde has informed the writer that Nicholas Waterhouse 

had a very great influence on the development of the cotton trade in Liverpool. 
It is perhaps worth remarking that Nicholas's grandson Alfred was the well- 
known architect who built the Natural History Museum in South Kensington, 
and University College, the North Western Hotel and the Royal Infirmary in 
Liverpool; Alfred's elder daughter married Robert Bridges, the poet.

1811 Gore's Directory, 1835. I82) Gore's Directory, 1837.
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landlord of the property, whilst the trustees of the School became 
the tenants. For thirty years or so the Friends had run charity 
schools in Duncan Street East,' 831 but about 1846 they had agreed 
to sell their property there to the Grand Junction Railway Com 
pany, (84) which wished to extend its Lime Street Station; and the 
removal of the Friends' school to the old Meeting House was the 
consequence of this sale. It was even proposed that the Friends 
should purchase additional property adjoining the Meeting House, 
and in 1851 it was decided that Isaac Hadwen should buy the new 
property' 85) and sell it to the Friends when called upon to do so. 
But in 1856 there was a sudden change of policy. Because of changes 
in the legal provisions relating to cemeteries the Meeting was in 
formed in 1854 that the Hunter Street burial ground should not be 
used for interments after the beginning of the year 1856. In order to 
"provide the purchase money for the new burial ground in Smith- 
down Lane, for the erection of a Meeting House, and other build 
ings thereon, as well as for other purposes" it was decided in June 
1856 to offer the Hackins Hey property for sale. Negotiations were 
protracted, the consent of the charity commissioners had to be 
obtained, and there were other causes of delay, but finally, in 
August 1861, the clerk of the Meeting was able to record in the 
minutes that "This Meeting confirms the said sale to the said Arnold 
de Beer Baruchson of the Society's property in Hackins Hey (86) 
for the said sum of £4375 and directs the Trustees to take the 
necessary steps for giving effect to it". A few years later the old 
building was pulled down; 1871 but the narrow street which runs 
from Hackins Hey to Leather Lane is still known as Quakers Alley.

(831 Duncan Street East was, in or about the year J839, renamed Hotham 
Street. (Gore's Directory, 1839.) Strictly speaking the schools, although they 
were for some years after that date called The Duncan Street Schools, were in 
Hotham Street, Bridport Street, and Lord Nelson Street.

1841 Among the records of the Friends is a letter from Henry Booth dated 
13 January 1846, in which he agrees on behalf of the Company to pay £4000 for 
the premises.

1851 It consisted of two "corner lots, one fronting to Hackins Hey and Quakers 
alley and the other fronting to Leather Lane and Quakers alley".

1861 "... great care was taken, previously to converting the property, to make 
a thorough search, and all remains of ancient interments which were found 
were removed to the new ground in Smithdown Road". (Minutes of Prepara 
tive Meeting 25 December 1864.)

{8 " Picton, J. A. Memorials of Liverpool, Vol. II, p. 105.


