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A fY man, however famous, for whom the usual official records 
of existence are lacking, may well seem but a rather nebulous 

person. Such, unfortunately, is the position with regard to Jeremiah 
Horrocks, the seventeenth-century Lancashire astronomer famous 
for his prediction and observation of the first Transit of Venus ever 
witnessed. Despite the most diligent inquiries no record of his 
baptism or burial has so far been found, and it is not even known 
whether the reason is that the registers in question are missing, 
or that a search has not yet been made in the right place or in the 
correct year. Without some definite starting-point it may well 
seem hopeless to pursue the inquiry, but the following results of 
recent research may suggest one or two lines for further investigation.

I

DATE OF BIRTH

One of the very few remaining original official records in which 
Horrock's name is found is the Matriculation Register of Cambridge 
University. Under the date 5 July 1632 this book records the names 
of twenty-one candidates, arranged in three groups, viz.: three 
fellow commoners, ten pensioners, and eight sizars (two of whom 
are elsewhere later described as pensioners), who were then sworn 
before the vice-chancellor, Thomas Comber, professor of Divinity 
in the University, in the presence of Masters -. Turwhitt and Lionel 
Gatford, proctors, and James Tabor, registrary. The names in 
each group do not appear to be arranged in any particular order, 
either of rank, or seniority, whether of age or duration of residence, 
so we may perhaps assume that they merely represent the order in 
which the candidates happened to be standing at the time or the 
order in which their names had been sent in to the registrary by 
the prelectors. Thus in the list of sizars two adjacent names are 
Jeremy Horrocks and John Worthington, written in that order. 
The latter, baptized 8 February 1617/8, was born in Manchester 
at the beginning of that month, and was admitted sizar in Emmanuel 
College on Easter Eve, 31 March 1632 (Diary and Correspondence, 
ed. J. Crossley, Chetham Soc., XIII, pp. 3-4). He went up to Cam 
bridge about seven weeks before Horrocks, who was admitted
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sizar in the same college on 18 May 1632. Both boys were probably 
about the same age, but which of the two was the senior does not 
appear. According to the university statutes candidates for matricu 
lation were to be full fourteen years of age when sworn, or if a 
candidate, for some special reason, was allowed to be sworn at an 
earlier age the word impubes had to be written after his name in the 
register (Venn, J. & J.A., Alumni Cantabrigienses, Pt. I, Vol. I, p.vi). 
As that word is not appended to the names of any of the candidates 
on the date in question, the inference is that all the matriculands 
on that occasion were fourteen years of age or more on 5 July 1632. 
It is obvious therefore that Horrocks could not have been born later 
than 5 July 1618. The year 1619, usually regarded as the year of 
his birth, is too late.

Dr. Wallis, who in a volume published in 1673 for the Royal 
Society edited Horrocks's astronomical works and observations 
(with the exception of the treatise on the Transit of Venus), ex 
tracts from his letters to Crabtree, and other papers, found that 
Crabtree had endorsed on the back of the last letter from Horrocks, 
dated 19 December 1640, the date of the latter's death, viz.: 
3 January 1640/1 (Horroccii Op. Post., 1673, p.338). At the end 
of the "Epistola Nuncupatoria," addressed to Viscount Brouncker, 
president of the Royal Society, which forms an introduction to the 
work, Dr. Wallis says that as far as he could judge, Horrocks died 
in the twenty-second year of his age, and that certainly all agreed 
that if he had entered his twenty-third year, he had by no means 
completed it. The word all in the last clause undoubtedly includes 
Dr. Wallis's old friend and informant, Dr. John Worthington, 
who, as already stated, was admitted sizar in Emmanuel College 
a few weeks before Horrocks, was matriculated with him on the 
same day, and obviously knew him very well. Genius, it is true, 
may show itself at a very early age, but reading demands time, and 
Horrocks's erudition is such that it is hard to realise that he was 
under twenty-three years of age at the time of his death. However, 
there seems no reason to doubt that Dr. Wallis's statement is 
correct, and if it is accepted, it is obvious that Horrocks could not 
have been born much earlier than 4 January 1617/8, and more 
probably, perhaps, was born a little later, that is to say, sometime 
between then and the latest possible date, 5 July 1618.

The earlier registers (before 1660) of St. Nicholas's Church, 
Liverpool, which until 1699 was a chapel of ease to the mother 
church at Walton-on-the-Hill, are lost, but the bishop's transcripts 
for eighteen of the years from 1604 to 1641 inclusive are available 
and contain a few of the names from the Toxteth Park district. In 
1909 these transcripts were printed and separately indexed at the 
end of Vol. 35 of the Lancashire Parish Register Society. The 
whole of the entries for the year 1617 (Annunciation style) are there 
given on pp. 299-301, but the transcript for the following year is 
missing. In the list of baptisms for the year 1617 the name of 
Jeremiah Horrocks does not appear. Consequently, he was either
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not baptized in St. Nicholas's Church, or if he were, his baptism 
must have taken place after 24 March 1617/18 and would there 
fore be recorded in a part of the register for which neither the 
original, nor the bishop's transcript, is now to be found. Similarly 
there is no reference to Horrocks's baptism in the incomplete 
Childwall Register, nor in the extant bishop's transcripts.

Had Horrocks gone to a college other than Emmanuel it would 
probably have been possible to take his age direct from the admis 
sion book, but unfortunately the admission book at Emmanuel 
gives no personal details beyond an occasional mention of the 
county of origin. Bishop Bennefs Register, compiled from the 
earliest records some of which are probably no longer in existence, 
is the work of William Bennet. Fellow of Emmanuel, in 1773. 
It gives a few further particulars of certain students who afterwards 
became notable, but some of these additional details have been 
misinterpreted. The words Bo[rn] at Toxteth was a very curious 
Astron[ome}r. which follow Horrock's name, have sometimes been 
taken as part of the original register, and therefore as implying that 
Horrocks was already an expert astronomer when he entered the 
university.

A difficult question connected with the date of Horrocks's birth 
is whether he was ordained. No official record of his ordination, 
or even of a licence to officiate as "reader", has yet been found, 
nor do the earliest references to him suggest that he was in orders. 
The question, indeed, does not seem to have been raised until long 
after his death. The idea then put forward that he was a clergyman 
may only have been an inference from the fact that the Transit 
of Venus in 1639 occurred on a Sunday and that at certain times 
of the day Horrocks was, as he himself says, called away to more 
important duties, which certainly for these side-lines, it would have 
been improper for him to neglect (Venus in Sole visa, cap.ii, ed. 
Hevelius, (Dantzig 1662), p. 115).

The Rev. A. B. Whatton, in his Memoir of Horrocks (London, 
1859, pp.6-7), regarded the question of Horrocks's ordination as 
"fortunately placed beyond conjecture", because of a reference 
in a treatise by John Gadbury, who was born 31 December 1627, to 
"Ephemerides ... for fifty years to come, calculated from the 
British Tables, composed first by the Reverend Mr. Horrox, and 
first published by Jeremy Shakerley". I have glanced through 
many of Gadbury's works, both in the British Museum, and the 
Bodleian Library where there is a large collection of them, as well 
as in other great libraries, in an endeavour to trace that quotation, 
but so far without success. There are references to the proposed 
publication of "Ephemerides for fifty years" at the end of Gad 
bury's Ephemeris for 1673, and again in 1674 and 1675. In the last, 
the book is stated to be "now neerly ready for the Press". But in 
none of these references is there any mention of the British Tables, 
as those on which the calculations were to be based, or of the names 
of Horrocks or Shakerley. Further, the references to Horrocks



26 JEREMIAH HORROCKS

and Shakerley in Whatton's quotation do not precisely correspond 
with the statement on the title page of the British Tables, which 
runs as follows: "Calculated for the Meridian of London from the 
Hypothesis of Bullialdus, and the Observations of Mr. Horrox. 
By Jeremy Shakerley. London . . . 1653". (1)

Perhaps the most that can be said on this difficult question of 
ordination is that there would seem, at first glance, to be just a 
possibility, even if evidence is wanting, that Horrocks might have 
been admitted to deacon's orders. Suppose, for instance, that he 
was born on 9 June 1618 (or earlier, so long as the date is within 
the probable anterior limit already stated), he would then be full 
twenty-one years of age on the day when he spent his first Sunday 
at Hoole, viz.: Trinity Sunday, 9 June 1639. That of itself is a 
rather significant date. Then, as the minimum age of entry to the 
diaconate is fixed at twenty-one years in all the editions of the 
Ordinal from 1549 until 1662 when the age was advanced to twenty- 
three, it would seem that nothing more is needed, for presumptive 
evidence that Horrocks was ordained deacon, but to prove that 
the bishop was present and an ordination service was held in Hoole 
Church on that day. History, however, is silent on these points; 
and to advance such an argument is to overlook perhaps the most 
important point of all, namely, that before the alteration in age 
was prescribed by the Ordinal of 1662, the minimum age for a deacon 
had been advanced to twenty-three years by the time of the authori 
tative issue of the Canons of 1604. From the wording of Canon 34 
it might perhaps be argued that the bishop could accept a younger 
candidate, if he were of the bishop's own diocese; (2) and of course 
the age of twenty-three was dispensable, if the candidate had a 
faculty from the archbishop of Canterbury. But to make the case 
for Horrocks's ordination depend on exceptions such as these 
would be to exaggerate somewhat unduly the candidate's status and 
qualifications. A more probable conjecture as to the nature of 
Horrocks's occupation at Hoole will, I think, be found in a sug 
gestion by the Rev. Dr. Liberty, to which I have already drawn 
attention elsewhere, namely, that Horrocks was possibly engaged 
as tutor, or "reader", to the Stones family of Carr House (Journal 
of the British Astronomical Association, Vol. 64, No. 7, p. 311 and 
72.8, July 1954, where also other points of difficulty' 31 connected 
with this question of ordination are discussed).

111 This, it may be proper to mention, appears to be the first printed reference 
to Horrocks.

121 Canon 34: The quality of such as are to be made Ministers. No Bishop shall 
henceforth admit any persons into Sacred Orders, which is not of his own 
diocese, except he be either of one of the Universities of this realm, or except 
he shall bring Letters Dimissory (so termed) from the Bishop of whose diocese 
he is; and desiring to be a Deacon, is three and twenty years old; and to be a 
Priest, four and twenty years complete; . . .

131 One of these points is the fact that the Rev. Robert Fogg is recorded as 
curate of Hoole, not only in 1632, but also in 1639, i.e. the same year during the 
latter half of which Horrocks was at Hoole and is supposed by many to have
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When J. E. Bailey's article on Horrocks and Crabtree was pub 
lished in The Palatine Note-Book for December 1882 (Vol. II, 
pp. 253-266), the suggestion then made (p. 254) that Horrocks "was 
the son of a small farmer, of Puritan stock, who may perhaps be 
identified with one 'William Horrockes of Toxteth Parke' whose 
will and inventory are at Chester", seemed so reasonable that it 
has ever since been accepted almost as fact, even though there are 
difficulties in regard to detail. The account of the legal proceedings 
that ensued some years after the death of William Horrockes, which 
J. Brownbill contributed to Notes and Queries on 11 December 1920 
(12 S. VII, pp. 466-7), did not deal with those difficulties; but 
further research now seems to make the supposition that Jeremiah 
Horrocks was a younger son of the said WUh'am precarious.

The surname Horrocks was not so unusual in south-west Lan 
cashire as has sometimes been supposed. On 16 August 1631, 
Christopher Horrocks, of the Foulds (near Bolton), Lancashire, 
yeoman, appointed his brother, James Horrocks, of Toxteth Park, 
watchmaker, his executor, and left instructions for repaying £160 
which the testator owed him. It is not known when James Horrocks 
first settled in Toxteth Park, but the monetary details show that in 
1631 he was a man of some property. It is possible that he was 
attracted to the district through his acquaintance and association 
with the Aspinwall family, whose principal representative then was 
Edward Aspinwall, who had settled in Toxteth Park between 1596 
and 1611, and was a considerable landowner "in Aspinwall, Hurle- 
ston, Scarisbreecke, Ormiskirke, Rossacre, Wessham, and Lever- 
poole", as appears from the Inquisition post mortem, taken at 
Wigan, 27 January 1633/4. His house and land in Toxteth Park, 
however, seem to have been leasehold.
been curate. The Rev. Robert Fogg is again recorded in 1641, in which year he 
became the first rector.

That Horrocks with his presbyterian leanings, was ever ordained deacon, or 
even licensed as a "reader", in Hoole Church, would seem still less likely when 
it is remembered that the then bishop of Chester, Dr. John Bridgeman, had not 
long before been rebuked by archbishop Laud for permitting two nonconforrn- 
ing parsons, one on either side, and each within a mile, of his episcopal resi 
dence in Lancashire at Lever Hall, viz. the Rev. Alexander Horrocks of Dean 
and the Rev. John Angier of Ringley (Palatine Notebook, Vol. Ill, 23). The date 
of this rebuke must have been 1633 or later, and not about 1630 as suggested 
by the Palatine Notebook.

The suggestion that Horrocks may have been engaged as tutor or "reader" 
to the Stones family of Carr House receives further support from the fact that 
not all the interruptions in the transit observations can be attributed to atten 
dances at Hoole Church. Two, at least, may well have been due to meals, yet 
the phrase ad majora avocatus, which is thought to indicate the spiritual nature 
of the interruptions, clearly refers to them all, as though his duties included the 
saying of family prayers, grace before meals, etc. in the house from which the 
observations were made.
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Edward Aspinwall was baptized at Ormskirk, 17 January 1567/8, 
matriculated at Oxford from Brasenose College, 23 April 1585, 
and died at Toxteth Park, 26 October, 1632. In the pedigree of 
Lathom of Whiston (Familiae Minorum Gentium, Vol. II, Harl. 
Soc., Vol. 38, p. 460), Edward Aspinwall is described as the "First 
Watchmaker in England", which perhaps partly accounts for James 
Horrocks's association with him. (4) But the association was closer 
even than a business one, for among the Chester marriage licences 
(Rec. Soc. of Lanes. & Chesh., Vol. 53, p. 177) is the following:  
"1614/5 Jan. 17 James Horrocks and Mary Aspinwall, Spinster. 
Bondsman, Peter Ambrose. At Dean, Lane."

It is not known how many sisters Edward Aspinwall had, but 
that Mary was one of them is shown by the will, proved 22 December 
1624, of Thomas Aspinwall, of Toxteth Park (Edward's brother), 
who appointed as his executors, his "cousin" [recte nephew], 
Jerehjah Aspinwall [Edward's son] and his "brother-in-law, James 
Horrocks". The last-named's sister, Ellen, is also mentioned in the 
will. In the inventory, Edward Aspinwall is referred to as the 
testator's brother. He was also one of the witnesses to the will, the 
other being Richard Mather, the celebrated Puritan preacher of 
Toxteth and Prescot, who in 1635 emigrated to America. In his will, 
Thomas Aspinwall also mentioned Elizabeth Ambrose, "my sister". 
She was the wife of Ellis Ambrose, to whom she was married at 
Ormskirk, 29 August 1587. Peter Ambrose, the bondsman, named 
in the above-quoted marriage licence, was their son, baptized at 
Ormskirk, 20 May 1594. At Deane, the only place mentioned in 
the licence, the curate in 1619 and probably before, was the famous 
Puritan preacher, Alexander Horrocks, called by the Royalist 
soldiers "that old rogue who preaches in his grey cloak". He was 
a collateral relation of James and Christopher Horrocks. The last- 
named, in his will of 16 August 1631, referred to him as "my Cozen". 

The evidence for a paternal relationship between James Hor 
rocks, the watchmaker, and Jeremiah Horrocks, the astronomer, 
largely depends on a chance remark in one of Crabtree's letters to 
William Gascoigne. Extracts from certain of the letters were printed 
early in the eighteenth century in papers by the Rev. W. Derham 
(Phil. Tram. Roy. Soc., Vol. 27, No. 330 (1711) and Vol. 30, No. 352 
(1717)); but no edition of the correspondence as a whole is available, 
nor is it known, I believe, whether the original letters have been 
preserved, or where they are now kept, if they are still in existence.

111 Watches of a flattened oval form, commonly termed Nuremberg eggs, 
probably from their having been first made there, seem to have been manu 
factured in this country as early as 1600. Though Edward Aspinwall is not 
included in Mr. F. J. Britten's list of former clock and watch makers, Thomas 
Aspinwall (probably to be identified with Edward Aspinwall's brother of that 
name) appears in the list as the maker of an oval watch, with silver case and 
dial, and brass hour-ring. On the movement plate is engraved "Thomas Aspin 
wall fecit", and over the hour-ring, the motto "Our time doth passe away". 
The watch is considered to date from about 1605 (Britten, F. J., Old Clocks and 
Watches, (1911), p. 610, col. 1, and p. 163).
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By the favour of Richard Towneley (1628-1707), in whose posses 
sion the papers were, an abridged copy of the correspondence was 
made by the first astronomer royal (Rev. John Flamsteed), in a 
leather-bound, large quarto, manuscript book, bearing on the first 
leaf the title "Miscellanea Mathematica authore / J. F.", with 
the date "January 1671/72 pag. 1", at the top of the page, 
and below the title the anagram "J. mathesin a sole Fundes" 
[=Johannes Flamsteedius], all in Flamsteed's handwriting. A 
summary description of the book, which is now in the archives 
of the Royal Observatory, will be found in Daily's catalogue of the 
Flamsteed manuscripts (Baily, F. Account of the Revd. John 
Flamsteed . . . London, 1835, p. Ixviii).

Some years ago the ninth astronomer royal (Sir Frank Dyson) 
very kindly granted me facilities for an examination of Flamsteed's 
transcript. In it, as in most other abridgments made for a special 
purpose, passages of only general interest have doubtless been 
omitted, and with them, possibly, a few biographical details. Thus, 
Flamsteed did not copy the first page of Crabtree's letter to Gas- 
coigne, dated 18 March 1640/41, as the whole page was spent in 
lamenting the death of Horrocks. Whether any items of biographical 
interest were interspersed with the laments can never now be known; 
but at the close of Crabtree's next letter, dated 26 May 1641, Flam- 
steed fortunately saw fit to transcribe this brief, but important 
piece of information: "Mr. Horrox father died May 3. 1641: 
greife for his sonnes hastning his owne death".

Now the bishop's transcript for the year 1641 records the 
burial at St. Nicholas's Church, Liverpool, on 4 May of James 
Harrocks of Toxteth. The close correspondence of name and date may 
be only a coincidence, but nevertheless it seems highly probable that 
this James Harrocks was Jeremiah's father, and that he was one and 
the same person as James Horrocks, of Toxteth Park, watchmaker.

If it could be shown that he was also the father of Jeremiah's 
younger brother, Jonas, the identification would be greatly strength 
ened, but there is no record of the baptism of a Jonas Horrocks 
at St. Nicholas's Church in the bishop's transcripts, though these 
unfortunately are missing for the years 1621, 1623, and 1624.

But for the gaps in many parish registers about that time, there 
should not be much difficulty in finding out when and where Jonas 
Horrocks was born, for the name is one that seems to occur but 
rarely in the Horrocks family. Even in the district around Bolton, 
where people of that surname were most numerous, there is, I 
believe, only one Jonas Horrocks entered in the registers, and that 
only if we accept the eccentric spelling of the first name there found. 
Thus, in the Bolton Register, under date 1621/2 February 18, the 
baptism is recorded of Johnnas Horrockes, of Sharpies, son of 
James (L.P.R.S., Vol. 50, p. 88). Whether this was Jeremiah's 
brother, born possibly before the family settled in Toxteth, it is not 
possible to say with certainty, but as the birth took place in the 
township from which that branch of the Horrocks family sprang,
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and as the difference in age agrees well enough with Jeremiah's 
references to his younger brother, the identification seems not un 
likely. It is not known when James Horrocks, the watchmaker, 
went to live in Toxteth Park, though there is reason to think that 
William Horrocks, the yeoman, was the first of that name to settle 
there. And it must not be forgotten that Dr. Worthington, in his 
letter to Hartlib of 28 April 1659, speaking of Jeremiah Horrocks 
and his treatise on the Transit of Venus, merely says that he lived 
at Toxteth Park, not that he was born there (Diary and Corres., 
ed. by J. Crossley Chetham Soc. Vol. 114, p. 366). (5)

III 

FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS

Of Jeremiah's collateral relations, possibly one of the nearest was 
the Rev. James Horrocks, a somewhat shadowy figure of whom 
little or nothing seems to be known beyond that he was the brother 
of Elizabeth Horrocks, who was married to the Rev. John Cotton, 
of Boston, Lincolnshire, soon after he became vicar in 1613, and 
who died there in 1631, about two years before the Rev. John 
Cotton sailed for Boston, Massachusetts, in July 1633. If she were 
comparable in age with her husband, she would have been born 
about 1584, or perhaps a little later. Her brother, the Rev. James 
Horrocks, was probably the elder of the two. Oliver Heywood 
later referred to him as "that auncient and eminent servant of 
God . . . good Mr. Horrocks [who had] preacht a nuptial Sermon" 
at the wedding of his father Richard Heywood, to Alice Critchlow, 
at Bolton about the year 1615. (Venn, J. & J.A., Alumni Canta- 
brigienses, Pt. 1, Vol. II, p. 409; Palatine Note-Book, Vol. Ill, p. 23) (6)

151 The source from which the text of this letter of Dr. Worthington's is taken 
(MS. Harl. 7033, f. 85 dorse) is one of the twenty-three volumes in the British 
Museum of Collectanea relating to the University of Cambridge, transcribed, 
mainly from manuscript originals, by the eminent author and antiquary of 
St. John's College, Thomas Baker (1656-1740). On f. 96 dorse of the same 
volume there is a brief note beginning "Jeremy Horrox born at Manchester in 
Lancashire, where he lived, after at Tox[t]eth Parke, near Liverpoole, admitted 
in Eman: Coll: an: 1632: a person very eminent for his skill in Astronomy, . . ." 
Opposite to this is the marginalium: "Quaere/Horrox Jer: of Eman. College 
 died Jan. 3rd 1640,1 in the 22d; or 23d: [year] of his Age. See The English 
Bayle, Article, Horrox, Jeremiah."

Thomas Baker had access to so many sources of information that are no 
longer available and his reputation for accuracy is so high that hardly any of 
his notes can be lightly dismissed as erroneous, even when, as here, the state 
ment that Horrocks was born in Manchester is not corroborated by the regis 
ters of the Collegiate Church of that city. Perhaps the source of Baker's in 
formation inadvertently assigned to Horrocks the same birthplace as that of his 
fellow sizar, Worthington.

161 In Venn loc. cit, the Rev. James Horrocks is provisionally identified with 
the sizar of that name who matriculated from St. John's College, Easter, 1589; 
graduated B.A., 1592-3; and proceeded M.A., 1596. He is thought to have 
been at Walmesley Chapel, Lancashire.
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This Rev. James Horrocks has sometimes been confused with 
another of Jeremiah's collateral relations, the much better known 
Rev. Alexander Horrocks, curate of Deane. (7) Both these clerics 
were no doubt related in some way to each other though their 
relationship also was probably collateral. In his will dated 10 
July 1650, the Rev. Alexander Horrocks, among other bequests, 
left £5 to Elizabeth Holme, "my sister", and the same sum to 
"Elizabeth Horrockes daughter of my late brother James Hor- 
rockes for the care that she had of her father". (Palatine Note- 
Book, Vol. Ill, pp. 24-5). This shows that Alexander's brother 
James was not the Rev. James Horrocks, for the latter's sister 
Elizabeth, was formerly, as we have seen, the wife of the Rev. John 
Cotton, and had died in 1631; nor can he have been James Hor 
rocks, the watch-maker, for the latter was the brother to Christopher 
Horrocks of the Foulds, yeoman, who in his will, as already stated, 
called the Rev. Alexander Horrocks, his "Cozen".

When it became known from the publication of Mr. H. F. Waters's 
Genealogical Gleanings in England (2 vols., Boston, U.S.A., 1901) 
that Frances Hanham of Boston, Co. Lincoln, widow, in her will, 
dated 4 April and proved 13 June 1631, after other bequests, gave 
"to Jonas Horrax, nephew to Mrs. Cotton, \0s., to be presently 
paid after my decease" (op. cit., Vol. I, p. 110), the late J. E. Bailey 
at once assumed that this Jonas Horrax was Jeremiah's younger 
brother (Notes and Queries, 1 S., I, 24). But this assumption then 
involved the supposition, for which there now seems to be no 
foundation that the Rev. John Cotton's first wife, Elizabeth Hor 
rocks and her brother the Rev. James Horrocks, were the sister 
and brother of William Horrocks, of Toxteth Park, yeoman, who 
in turn was then supposed to be the father of Jeremiah and Jonas. 
That this last assumption is erroneous has already, it is hoped, 
been made clear; but the question is whether, with its rejection, the 
first assumption, that the Jonas Horrax, mentioned in Mrs. Han- 
ham's will, was Jeremiah's brother, is also left without foundation. 
It is obvious that the closest degree of relationship there could have 
been between Mrs. Cotton and James Horrocks, the watch-maker, 
was some sort of cousinship, so that Jonas Horrocks was not really 
her nephew, but at the nearest a cousin once removed. On account 
of their disparity in years, it is possible, however, that Jonas, as a 
child, would be taught to call Mrs. Cotton "aunt", and in that way 
perhaps Mrs. Hanham's designation of him as "nephew to Mrs. 
Cotton" might be justified. But the precise degree of their relation 
ship, it must be admitted, remains obscure.

These and other considerations tend to show that the Rev. 
James Horrocks belonged to a more distant branch of the family 
than the astronomer's father, and this is confirmed by another 
relationship that may, perhaps, be worth mentioning. One of Mrs.

171 In Venn loc. cit. the Rev. Alexander Horrocks is stated to have matricu 
lated sizar from Christ's College, June 1602; graduated B.A. 1605-6; and pro 
ceeded M. A. 1609. He was one of the Westminster Assembly of Divines.
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Cotton's visitors at Boston was her niece, Ellen Winstanley, of 
Wigan, who while staying with her aunt met the Rev. John Angier. 
She was later married to him at Boston Church on 16 April 1628 
(D.N.B., Vol. I, p. 417). Ellen Winstanley is probably to be 
identified as the daughter of Gilbert Winstanley and his wife, 
Cicilie Horrocks of Wigan, who were married on 15 September 1595 
(L.P.R.S., Vol. 4, p. 260). The baptism of "Ellin", daughter of 
Gilbert Winstan[d]ley, of Wigan, is recorded on 4 June 1604 (Ibid, 
p. 57). Mrs. John Angier died after a rather short married life, 
leaving a son and two daughters. The Rev. Alexander Horrocks, 
"a grave minister of their own accord," whom Oliver Heywood 
terms her kinsman, attended her burial on 15 December 1642. It 
may be noted that one of her daughters, Elizabeth, so named after 
her great aunt, Mrs. John Cotton, afterwards became the wife of the 
Rev. Oliver Heywood, for whose mother, Mrs. Richard Heywood, 
the Rev. James Horrocks had "preacht a nuptial Sermon."

Lastly, another somewhat distant relation of Jeremiah's, and one, 
perhaps, who contributed his mite to his young kinsman's store of 
astronomical observations, was Christopher Horrockes of Bolton- 
le-Moors, fuller. He is stated by Calamy to have descended from 
the Horrockes of Horrockes Hall, and so may be regarded, perhaps, 
as belonging to the main branch of the family. He was probably 
a cousin of Jeremiah's father; and the latter's brother, Christopher 
Horrocks of the Foulds, yeoman, besides being a cousin was also 
perhaps his namesake, though Christopher, it must be admitted, 
is a name that occurs again and again in the Horrocks family. 
It is well known that Christopher the fuller and his family, with the 
exception of his only son, Thomas Horrockes, then a sizar at St. 
John's College, Cambridge181 , accompanied the Rev. John Cotton, 
when the latter sailed for New England on 13 July 1633. And there 
can be little doubt that this Christopher Horrockes, or some member 
of his family, was the unnamed correspondent who communicated 
to Jeremiah the time interval of lh 5 m by the clock, noted between 
the first recovery of the moon's light after eclipse, in the early

181 He was admitted 9 April 1631 at the age of 17 years, matriculated 1633, 
graduated B.A. 1634/5, and proceeded M.A. 1638 (Venn, op. cit.). In this case 
the college admission book is also the authority for the father's Christian name, 
trade and town. It further states that Thomas Horrockes was born at Bolton, 
attended Bolton school (Mr. [John] Duckworth) for seven years and that his 
surety was Dominus Broxholme (Pal. Note-Book, Vol. II, 204). Was this the 
Rev. Charles Broxholme, curate of Denton c. 1630, silenced for nonconformity 
(V.C.H.L., Vol. IV, p. 322, n. 97)? In the Bolton parish register there is, how 
ever, no record of the baptism of a Thomas Horrockes, son of Christopher, 
about the time when, according to the above particulars, the name should 
appear. The only one of that name there found is the "Thomas Horrocks, 
of the Dayne parish, son of James", whose baptism is recorded in the episcopal 
transcript of the Bolton register under the date 11 August 1614 (L.P.R.S., 
.Vol. 50, p. 65). For an account of the post-collegiate life of Christopher Hor- 
rockes's son, Thomas, and his experiences as an ejected minister see Calamy, E., 
The Nonconformists Memorial, ed. Samuel Palmer (London, 1775), Vol. I, 
pp. 510-12. It is there stated that Thomas Horrockes died at Battersea about 
1687 and was buried in that church.
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morning of 16 June 1638, and apparent sunrise on the same day, 
as observed at a place in New England, in north latitude 40° 50', 
called Aquidnieck. From these data, and from the circumstances 
of the eclipse which he had computed from the copy of Lansberg's 
Tabulae Perpetuae (Middelburgi, 1632) he had purchased at Cam 
bridge in 1635 (now preserved in the library of Trinity College), 
Horrocks found the longitude of the place of observation to be 
5h 30m west of Goes, in Holland; but, he characteristically added, 
"Do not rely on this, for the calculation is uncertain and the obser 
vation not absolutely exact". For comparison he also appended 
the difference in longitude between the same places, or rather 
between Goes and the eastern coast of America in the given latitude, 
according to the map of Hondius, viz.: 5h 20m (Horroccii Op. Post., 
1673, p. 53). If the observation was made at the place now known 
as Quidnick, Rhode Island, the observed latitude is too little by 
about 53', and the longitude from Greenwich, corresponding to 
that from Goes computed by Horrocks, is about 28m too great. 
But the method, though correct in principle, is not capable in 
practice of much accuracy.

My thanks are due to the registrary of Cambridge University for 
kindly allowing me to inspect the entry in the Matriculation Register, 
in which Horrocks's name appears; to the Rev. Stephen Liberty, 
D.D., for information concerning the 1549/50, 1552, 1559, and 
1662 editions of the Prayer Book and Ordinal, and the Canons of 
1604; and to Mr. F. Barnes, B.A., F.L.A., for the interest he has 
shown in the progress of the paper, and for his kindness in checking 
certain of the references.

For many details about the Aspinwall family of Toxteth Park I 
am greatly indebted to Mr. H. O. Aspinall's interesting book of 
records, The Aspinwall and Aspinall Families of Lancashire, 1189- 
1923, Exeter, 1923.




