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IN the study of local history the value of such important sources 
as documents, both public and private, early maps, plans of 

settlement patterns and other records is well known and recognised, 
but the extent of the evidence which still exists in this country's 
great and lovely heritage of traditional architecture, particularly 
in the lesser domestic buildings, is not always realised. It has long 
been felt by those interested in traditional domestic architecture, 
that a comprehensive and detailed survey of all surviving examples 
was long overdue. In recent years this has been made even more 
imperative in the interests of archaeological, architectural and 
historical research, by the fact that many of the surviving examples 
have been or are being destroyed in the replanning of rural areas. 

Several notable writers on allied subjects have expressed this 
view, but Peate, (1) in his monumental work on the Welsh House 
published in March 1940, states the position very concisely: 
"There is much to be said if we wish to assess the extent of the 
survival in modern times of old houses for a careful survey of 
the distribution of every type of house and the preparation of 
detailed distribution maps of all such types, with measured plans 
and descriptions of each variation." Professor H. C. Darby has 
also expressed similar views in relation to sizes and shapes of 
parishes and settlement patterns. (2) It was with these very objects 
in mind that the School of Architecture, University of Manchester, 
began a survey of all surviving traditional dwellings in the north 
west of England. This investigation has been in operation for 
some seven or eight years and is still progressing. Although large 
areas have been covered and over ten thousand examples have 
been recorded, much remains to be done. 131 The various geo 
graphical factors, which to such a large extent govern the economic 
conditions and general growth of an area, are very diverse in 
Lancashire and Cheshire, but the whole settlement pattern of 
traditional domestic buildings in the counties has been developed 
since the early mediaeval period along the lines of individual small

111 Peale, I. C., The Welsh House. A Study in Folk Culture, y Cymmrodor, Vol. XLVIJ (1940), 
p. 8.

121 Darby, H. C., An Historical Geography of England before 1800, Cambridge University Press 
(1936), p. 466.

131 Singleton, William A., "Traditional Dwellings in the South Manchester Area," Journal of 
the Manchester Geographical Society, Vol. XV, p. 7.
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holdings, the land for which was generally won directly from the 
forests or "wastes". This structure is still clear today despite the 
intervening industrial development. Cottages and farms lie 
clustered together in the village, with a few perhaps scattered out 
side, and each surrounded by its own small garden or "toft". All 
these rural communities were self-supporting with home-grown 
food, home-spun and woven fabrics, tools fashioned by the car 
penter and shod in iron by the blacksmith. The homes were 
constructed by the village mason, carpenter, thatcher, and other 
craftsmen.

I. TIMBER HOUSES

Part of Lancashire and most of Cheshire fall within a group of 
counties in the north-west Midlands which were the chief timber 
producing districts in mediaeval times. The counties contained 
the vast forests of Macclesfield, Delamere and Wirral; indeed the 
whole region appears to have been well wooded. Careful field 
study reveals that not only are there a considerable number of 
timber dwellings still extant, but also many more buildings were 
timber-framed at one time. No complete examples of very early 
timber dwellings are to be found. Those still surviving belong 
mainly to the late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries or even later.

The earliest type of timber house was constructed with two or 
more pairs of "crucks", one pair at each end. The roof and walls 
were always independent of each other, whatever materials were 
used. The "crucks" were large curved or naturally-bent timbers. 
Often a whole tree, possibly a trunk and suitable branch, was split 
down the centre and the two sections faced together to form a 
rough arch. The top of each was "halved" and notched into the 
other to provide a support for the ridge-pole. Each pair of "crucks" 
was fastened together laterally and kept in place by a horizontal 
beam, into which they were pegged with oak pins. This beam 
supported a purlin, which spanned between pairs of "crucks" and 
formed a "wallplate" for the roof timbers. As a general rule all 
the main timber framing was cut and shaped in the forests, each 
member being given a mark to relate it to the others. It was then 
transported to the site of the proposed building and framed to 
gether. The timber framework linking the crucks and forming 
the sides of the house was constructed of horizontal and vertical 
members, which from base to eaves were mortised, tenoned, 
notched and pegged together into a homogeneous whole, quite 
independent of wall-filling and roof.

The first member to be laid was a large oak till, about 7" square. 
It was laid upon a low plinth of stone about 12" high by 9" wide. 
Into this cill were tenoned the upright posts which were securely 
pegged in position by oak pins about 1" in diameter. The top of 
the frame was a kind of inverted cill, again mortised for the up 
rights, and pegged. Between these vertical posts were placed the



TRADITIONAL RURAL HOUSE-TYPES 77

lesser important horizontal members which were also tenoned and 
pegged into the uprights. This main fabric, or "cage" as it is often 
called, was the responsibility of the carpenter, a craftsman little 
heard of today. He designed as well as constructed the frame, 
while the joiner carried out the finer work, such as doors and 
windows.

In the earliest houses the panels between the timber frame were 
filled in with a variety of materials in several different ways. The 
method generally encountered in Cheshire consisted of forming a 
lattice, by first springing upright hazel wands into grooves notched 
into the timber frame, and then inter-weaving them with smaller 
wands or brushwood rather like a wattle-hurdle. Daub was applied 
to this wattle in layers on either side by the wallwright or dauber; 
hence the description "wattle-and-daub". It seems possible that 
wattle-and-daub and thatching were carried out occasionally by 
the same craftsman, as references to "thatcher and dauber" are to 
be found. The daub consisted of marly clay mixed to the right 
consistency with water, chopped straw and dung. The whole of 
the work was afterwards coated two or three times with lime-wash, 
thus adding an eggshell-like protection to the rather soft daub, 
which additionally was liable to shrink. It is due almost entirely 
to this lime-wash finish that so much wattle and daub still survives. 
The infilling of the panels in the later examples, that is of the late 
seventeenth century onwards, was often brick, laid in even courses 
and occasionally stuccoed externally.

The early cruck dwellings were of one storey only, the whole 
inner cubic content of the house being occupied by the one or more 
rooms required. Gradually the idea of dividing a portion of the 
house in a vertical direction to form a loft or "shelf" was developed.

Further development was directed towards building the houses 
with increased headroom until two complete storeys were quite 
common. The main changes were effected in the gable ends and 
intermediate roof supports. Crucks disappeared and were super 
seded by a complete rectangular frame for the whole building, 
surmounted by simple timber trusses. Various kinds of "king 
post" trusses were used in which, at first, curved timbers, similar 
to small crucks, were used. These became more regular and 
straight as time went on. With the shortage of timber, which 
became acute in the first half of the seventeenth century, due to 
the great demands made upon it for ship-building, industrial and 
domestic purposes, the timber frames became more slender in 
character with smaller timbers and larger panels.

II. STONE HOUSES

Whilst these timber dwellings were being constructed through 
out the lowland portion of the region, the weather in the high 
uplands to the east necessitated a stouter protection than wattle 
and daub could provide. The result was the traditional sturdy
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cottages and small houses in stone. Their character was determined 
by the local masonry and the form in which it could be obtained. 
This is an important fact, for the smaller dwellings were invariably 
built with stone from the local quarry. It is to this fact that they 
owe so much of their resultant variety in colour and texture. In 
most cases their charm is entirely dependent upon this intense local 
character and aesthetically they are always appropriate to their 
surroundings and appear to "grow out" of the landscape. Their 
sturdy appearance, however, belies their powers of resistance to 
cold and damp, especially as floors and even walls rest directly 
upon the earth without any base or foundation.

Two distinct types of natural free-stone are found in the region. 
Millstone grit is the formation which covers the portion of the 
counties in and around the Pennines. It is a hard stone which 
does not lend itself readily to any form of incised decoration. It 
must always be used in angular or simple moulded shapes, and 
it has a very considerable advantage of good resistance to climatic 
erosion (Plate 2). It is rather coarse in texture and its colour is a 
dull golden-brown, which often became very dark with age and 
weathering. The other natural free-stone, in many ways the least 
interesting masonry type in the area, is sandstone. It is found in 
the several small outcrops of rock which appear through the boulder 
clay of the region at such places as Alderley, Lymm, Beeston, 
and parts of Wirral. It is particularly soft, rather porous in nature 
and therefore weathers badly. It is normally a dull reddish-brown 
in colour with a wide range of tones. It has a rough texture, is 
easily worked and lends itself to a richer form of detailing than is 
possible with the gritstone. Local masons were quick to note this 
fact, but unfortunately it is so soft that many of the mouldings 
and other decorative features have suffered badly from the erosion 
of wind and rain. In complete contrast to gritstone, this material 
is used in large blocks laid in courses with thin joints and forming 
a rough ashlar wall. In addition to the use of this stone as a 
main walling material, it has been used in several instances to 
provide a plinth for timber-framed buildings.

The earliest stone examples were constructed of unworked, 
or very slightly worked random-rubble, laid in two distinct "leaves". 
The cavity between these was filled in with small stones and mud. 
The thickness of these walls varied considerably, but, as a general 
rule, twenty-two to twenty-four inches was a minimum. The 
bonding material was composed of clay, beaten to an even consis 
tency with straw and dung. For these early rough masonry 
buildings, the stones were seldom quarried; an ample supply could 
be found on the surface of the ground or in the beds of rivers and 
streams. They were sometimes used in their entirety, but more 
often were broken up in a simple manner and cleaned of all irregular 
projections. Since the erection of these early examples, the whole 
trend of masonry construction has been towards more regular 
stones, more even coursing and joints and stronger bonding material.
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Eventually, the machine-cut stone of the late nineteenth century, 
which is so sympathetic to the rural landscape, appeared in large 
quantities and new mechanical techniques superseded the tradi 
tional methods.

One other type of masonry is to be found in the rather bleak 
sandy areas of Pilling and Cockerham. Unpretentious cobbles 
formed the walls of a particularly distinctive type of dwelling. 
The walls were thick with comparatively small openings spanned 
by timber lintels. The cobbles at Pilling were of the sea-shore 
type and were thickly embedded in mortar, which, although giving 
hard and irregular joints, allowed finally a more or less smooth 
surface. The walls were lime-washed in order to cover the irregu 
larities of the system. The stone colours were normally grey, with 
an occasional pink or even black cobble inserted. These coloured 
cobbles were in more recent times used deliberately as a decorative 
device. Plinths and quoins did not have any special dressing, 
although occasionally larger and more regular stones were used.

In the area north of the river Lune there is a small group of 
cottages centred on Bolton-le-Sands, in which the cobbles used are 
of a different type. They are not the sea-worn granite kind, but 
appear to be a mixture of gritstone and limestone, collected from 
the fields or local river beds. They have invariably been used in 
conjunction with limestone or gritstone dressings. Little evidence 
exists by which these dwellings can be dated, but it would appear 
that they were built in the period 1750 to 1800.

III. BRICK HOUSES

Too much emphasis cannot be laid on the local nature of tradi 
tional materials. Except in a few special cases building materials 
were never transported more than a few miles, and if it was possible 
the craftsmen choose materials available in the immediate vicinity 
of the building site. It will have been noted that groups of cobbled 
cottages were built near the sea-coast and timber dwellings in the 
area of the greatest woodland. It was this very factor which 
popularised the use of brick in many parts of the country, even 
before the road system was developed. Suitable brick earths were 
distributed widely throughout Lancashire and Cheshire, so that, 
with the advent of the fashion of brick-building and the 
dwindling of timber supplies, brick houses were the obvious choice. 
Most of the small quantity of bricks used in mediaeval times and 
for quite a while afterwards were imported and therefore beyond 
the means of the builders and owners of the smaller buildings. 
However, in the country as a whole native brickwork was well 
established by the reigns of Henry VIII and Elizabeth, and styles 
were developed which were indigenous to countryside and people.

In Lancashire and Cheshire it would be wrong to imagine that, 
although brick is at present the most universal of building materials, 
this was always the case. A cheap and plentiful supply of timber,
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made the familiar half-timber building the early tradition in the 
lowland areas. No visual evidence has yet been discovered to 
indicate at what precise period this timber phase in the north-west 
of the country came to a close. The surviving examples contain 
little or no definite characteristics which might help to date them, 
but the majority of the brick dwellings in the area date from the 
latter half of the seventeenth or the first few decades of the eighteenth 
century. Indeed many of the cottages and small houses dated 
about 1710-25 exhibit a fairly advanced technique in the "new" 
material. It is interesting to note that the traditional style of 
brick buildings matured early and remained relatively static in 
technique until the real impact of the industrial revolution around 
1830. This eighteenth century substitution of brick for timber as 
the generally accepted building material was more than a new 
fashion or the mere use of a more durable material. It was a safe 
guard against fire and a protection against rats and other vermin 
which infested the timber-framed structures with their wattle and 
daub infilling. This aspect of fire-proofing was naturally given a 
great impetus by the shock of the Great Fire of London in 1666.

The bricks themselves were manufactured from the boulder-clay 
of the region or other "drift" materials well seasoned by the weather. 
They were hand-made and generally 9" long by 4|" wide and If" to 
2y thick. Variations of these sizes have been recorded where the 
length has been as little as 8^" and as great as 10", with the width 
as much as 5". No obvious evidence of larger bricks, which may 
have been used because of the brick tax (1784-1850), has been 
found. However, there is a tendency for the thickness of bricks to 
increase towards the beginning of the nineteenth century, while 
colour, texture and size became more uniform. For the main 
part, the type of brickwork found in the area can only be styled 
"plain". In fact very few examples of any form of decorative 
work are to be found. Many of the earlier examples bear no 
recognisable bond, but where one exists it is generally English or a 
local variant of English, while for later work, although both the 
English and Flemish are to be seen, the Flemish predominates. 
This seems a peculiar fact, as it would be reasonable to suppose the 
English bond originated or was extensively used in England. How 
ever, it is probable that many more Flemish craftsmen were employed 
in this country on brick-making and brick-laying than is commonly 
supposed. (4) The early bricks varied from a reddish-brown to 
almost a purple colour according to the clay earths from which 
they were made. They were well-burnt and irregular in shape, 
with rather thick (-1" or over), irregular joints, finished roughly 
flush with the wall face. In parts of Lancashire, however, although 
the bricks were irregular with coarse joints, the most general colour 
was a uniform pinkish-red, soft in nature and possibly for this 
reason frequently white-washed; which treatment would tend to 
minimise damage by climatic erosion. The Fylde area of Lanca-

141 Lloyd, Nathaniel, "A History of English Brickwork," Architectural Press (1931), p. 15.
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shire contains several particularly pleasant examples of this treat 
ment. Another simple eighteenth century decorative feature to 
be found in the area is the use of vitrified headers in a dark or 
light colour, often purple or buff. This might be classed as having 
developed from the Tudor diapered work, but, unlike its ancestor, 
it is generally overdone and gives an appearance of restlessness. 
This is often worse than the monotony of plain brickwork which 
it endeavours to avoid.

The advent of the brick phase in this area seems to have been 
the occasion for a comparatively intensive period of building 
activity and the dated examples tend to reach a peak between 1725 
and 1775, and be accompanied by a cult of building-in stone date 
panels. In the main these dwellings were single-storied, roofed 
with thatch and pitched at about 45 . Almost immediately there 
was a general development into a one-and-a-half storey dwelling, 
in which the bedroom floor windows were placed within the depth 
of the thatch verge at upper floor level. The walls were built 
entirely of brick with a general thickness of nine inches. Openings 
for windows and doors were of modest proportions and were 
spanned by a timber or stone lintel. Later a rough cambered 
brick arch was substituted. The thatch at the verges was fastened 
with a plain rough barge-board, but occasionally a distinctive 
treatment was adopted. For example, at Weeton it consisted of a 
4J" brick raking gable parapet, stepped back a brick and-a-half at 
each course (Plate 3). Chimneys were always in brick carried up 
on the gable, without expressing the breast and finished with a 
simple oversailing course or courses at the top. Water-tabling in 
brick was normally adopted around the base of the stack. This 
was a single course projecting about two inches beyond the face of 
the brickwork, and the bricks stepping up with the rake of the roof.

This hey-day of brick building in the eighteenth century with 
its delightful vernacular character came to an end in the agrarian 
decline which followed the end of the Napoleonic Wars. Over 
the whole countryside there appeared in increasing numbers box- 
like dwellings, each like the other, and all quite featureless when 
measured by traditional standards. The bricks became more 
regular in size, shape and colour whilst the joints were reduced to 
the smallest possible dimensions until they were little more than 
a thin mechanical line.

IV. ROOFING

A cursory glance at the small traditional dwellings of the counties 
at once gives the impression that the keynote of roof structure was 
simplicity. The large house also followed this general line, but 
in a few cases the roofs were more elaborate, in order to cover 
such well known plan-forms as the "E", "H", "T" or "U". plans. 
The buildings were simple and compact rectangular units, over 
which the roof, whatever its covering, spanned with a straight
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ridge between two gable ends. In some areas, particularly the 
upland ones, this rectangular roof was also continued to cover 
the shippon and barn.

Three main roof coverings are to be found in the region. The 
first of these, stone "flags", came from open quarries which 
abounded in the gritstone region, notably at such places as Ker- 
ridge, which is on a ridge of high ground overlooking Bollington, 
and close to the Derbyshire border. These "Kerridge Flags", as 
they were called, were well renowned locally and were produced by 
hand-splitting suitable strata into thicknesses of y to 1|". The 
characteristics of the geological formation were such as to render 
them almost imperishable. In fact, it is not uncommon today to 
find stone-flagged roofs of derelict dwellings being stripped to 
provide material for the roofing of new houses. The roof was 
constructed by hanging the flags on slender hand-riven battens by 
oak pegs, about ! £" to 2^" long, inserted in a hole at the top of 
the flag. A comparatively low pitch was employed and, if well 
laid, there was no drag upon the battens. The laying of these flags 
called for a high degree of skilled craftsmanship, as the courses 
diminished in size towards the ridge, and the valleys were "swept" 
round or laced to avoid the use of lead. The general effect of these 
roofs has always been that of complete harmony with the rural 
landscape and the buildings thus treated appear to "rise out" of 
the moorlands, hills and valleys. (Plate 4.) Even the growths of 
moss, litchens and even larger plants, which frequently adorn them, 
have never seemed inappropriate.

The use of thatch is a survival of the most primitive of all forms 
of roof covering, and it is both interesting and remarkable to note 
that, during the many centuries of its use, no other natural material 
has ever been found which equals thatch in resistance to both 
extremes of weather and temperature. It is possible for a variation 
in temperature within a slate roof to be over four times that under 
thatch, for similar conditions. This insulating property, which 
applies equally well to sound as temperature, is due to the cellular 
nature of the construction caused by the many reeds, each with 
innumerable cavities in and around them. The general character 
of thatching in Lancashire and Cheshire was to be found in the 
rather steeply pitched and gabled roofs covered with plain thatch. 
Very little decorative treatment, such as "cross-stitching" was to 
be found, and ridges, eaves and verges were as simple as possible. 
The local material was "wheat-reed" and the roof was laid from 
the eaves upwards, and from left to right. The whole was secured 
to the roof-timbers by "spars" of cleft-hazel or willow, sharpened 
at each end and bent into the shape of a hairpin. Afterwards the 
surface was trimmed by the thatcher with shears or bill-hook. 
(See Plate 3.)

The last roofing material is that of Westmorland slates. These 
are the characteristic covering in the northern portion of Lanca 
shire and are laid to a pitch of about 35° with a close eaves and
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verge. The slates were arranged in diminishing courses, with the 
largest at the eaves and the smallest at the ridge.

V. PLAN-FORMS

The development of the plan-form of traditional dwellings is 
a much neglected subject. New techniques, however, have made 
it possible to carry out systematic surveys of the early examples. 
In particular aerial photography is being used to good advantage 
in the study of mediaeval villages and buildings. Over 1,500 known 
sites exist of deserted mediaeval villages, and a serious study of 
some of these has been started. <5) It is always dangerous to 
generalise but it appears evident that, whatever their origin, there 
is an undoubted similarity in traditional house and cottage planning 
throughout the north of England. Indeed it is not unlikely that 
this similarity exists throughout the whole country.

Although no very early dwellings in anything like their original 
form are now extant within Lancashire and Cheshire, their suc 
cessors illustrate beyond reasonable doubt that a traditional plan- 
form existed and that it has been handed down and developed 
through the centuries. All dwellings of comparable size show a 
general agreement in planning, with the main differences due to the 
characteristics of their structural materials. It also appears that a 
very definite system of basic units or "bays" was in operation. 
However, the circumstances which led up to this system are some 
what obscure and the operation of the system itself is still a matter 
of considerable conjecture. Addy's theory,' 61 which is directly 
connected with the space occupied by a yoke of oxen and thence 
to traditional land measurements (rods, poles and perches) is 
probably the most likely. Documentary evidence supports this 
theory and suggests that the number of "bays" in the peasant's 
"cote" was directly related to his holding in the common fields.

It is generally accepted that the earliest cottages consisted of 
one bay in the form of a single rectangular room, <7) but no com 
plete example has been located within the counties. The earliest 
form of dwelling found was a two-bay type. One bay was the 
living-room or, as it is referred to traditionally, the "house-part", 
the other the bedroom or "chamber". The development from 
this basic unit has been by providing additional bays or, more 
commonly, by the use of "outshuts". It is interesting to observe 
that this two-bay cottage is still the basis of the average dwelling 
for the rural worker. (8) The precise sizes for the universal bay 
are rather difficult to assess, but the figure 4 and its multiples, 
especially 8, 16 and 24, appear most common. A popular size 
for a two-bay cottage in the north of England is 24' by 16'.

lsl A Deserted Mediaeval Village Research Group has been formed, with the author as one 
of the five founder-members.

"> Addy, S. O., The Evolution of the English House (1933), p. 63. 
171 Jones, Sydney R., English Village Homes (1936), p. 89. 
"' Tilley, M. F., Housing the Country Worker (1947), p. 101.
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It is difficult to date the inception of the idea of vertical division 
to provide a loft, (9) but it is comparatively recent, possibly in the 
early sixteenth century. At first the loft would be little more than 
a "shelf", which would be heated, lighted and ventilated from the 
main living-room of the house. Gradually it would be enclosed 
and sometimes fitted with a rough door over the entrance. Access 
would be by a rough ladder and the whole contained within the 
roof-space. The next development in plan-structures was to 
extend the loft into a complete first-floor, with a simple staircase 
replacing the ladder. After this stage, it became a matter of 
increasing the number and size of rooms not only in floor area, 
but also in cubic content, until the houses comprised two com 
plete storeys exclusive of roof-space.

It is a well-established fact that in mediaeval days there was a 
very definite and close relationship between the accommodation 
provided for the peasant and that for his animals. Excavations 
at present being carried out on some deserted mediaeval village 
sites' 101 are helping to clarify this relationship. No example has 
been located in the counties of a composite dwelling for humans 
and animals, the nearest example being the rather primitive type 
found at Pickmere in Cheshire, This building is a long one-storey, 
timber-framed house roofed with thatch which is swept round the 
gable ends in a manner reminiscent of the "shielings" in the Isle 
of Skye.

As is common today in rural areas, the living-room or living- 
kitchen was the hub of the family life where all lived, cooked, ate 
and often worked. Lord Ernie gives a graphic and detailed account 
of the conditions and the wide range of craftwork carried out by 
both men, women and children. (11) This home craftsmanship, 
revealed in the buildings of the period, reached a peak both in 
quality and quantity in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth 
centuries. Many examples are to be found where the house is 
conjoined to other buildings used for craft or trade purposes. 
These include smithies, tanneries, bakeries, woodworking and 
weaving sheds. This last trade has made its mark strongly felt 
in the architecture of the Pennines, where the homes have taken 
on a particular local character with the workroom forming a third 
storey identified by long ranges of stone mullioned windows.

The larger rural dwellings, although more complex than the 
smaller ones, are a development either upwards from the simple 
one-bay cottages, or downwards from the "hall" type of great 
house or manor. In the one case the single bay was enlarged by 
the addition of other bays and outshuts until a multi-roomed 
dwelling had been provided: in the other the three-unit manor 
house with its hall, solar and kitchen was scaled down to make a

"' The Welsh "Croglofft". Peate, I. C., op. cit., p. 97.
1101 e.g. the village of Wharram Percy in the East Yorkshire Wolds. Beresford, Maurice, 

"The Lost Villages of Mediaeval England", Geog. Journal, Vol. CXV1I, Pt. 2 (June 1952), 
pp. 130 and 131.

i'» English Farming Past and Present (1922), p. 47.
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smaller building. Plan-forms include the well-known and often 
encountered "E", "H" and "U" types, where the hall occupies the 
central position, with the solar in one wing and the kitchen in the 
other.

Old Manor Farm in Marple, Cheshire, is an example of such a 
"H" type plan. (Plate 5.) The central portion, which is open right 
up to the roof, is the oldest and, as far as can be ascertained, dates 
from the early fifteenth century. It comprises two bays with a 
frame made up of three pairs of crucks. There is little doubt 
that this formed the original hall, and indeed there is ample evidence 
of this in the roof-timber, blackened by the central hearth. A 
portion of the original "smoke-hole" exists in the roof, and has 
been protected and repaired by the owners of the house. This 
main portion of the house runs east and west and is adjoined on 
the east by the solar and on the west by the kitchen and servants' 
quarters. The first of these two wings appears to date from the 
early sixteenth century and, like the hall, is a timber-framed 
structure. The fabric however is not of cruck construction, but 
of the post and beam type and two storeys high. Both this portion 
and the central hall are firmly seated on a plinth of local stone, and 
the panels between the timbers are infilled with wattle and daub. 
The roof is of massive oak timber covered with heavy Kerridge 
flags. The western portion of the kitchen wing, on the other hand, 
is built entirely of local gritstone, and from the character of the 
masonry appears to date from the early seventeenth century. It is 
probably a rebuilding of a previous timber-framed buttery. It 
contains a very large stone fireplace and chimney with a small 
stone spiral staircase beside it, leading to the first floor. The Old 
Manor Farm, which is situated on high ground overlooking Lyme 
Park and the Peak District beyond, represents one of the finest 
existing examples of a small mediaeval manor house to be found 
in Lancashire or Cheshire.

APPENDIX

To-day, Kenyon Peel Hall, Little Hulton, survives as a fine 
example of black and white timbered architecture. Unfortunately 
its future is most uncertain, for Lord Kenyon has not as yet, August 
1953, found any person or corporate body willing to accept the 
Hall as a gift on condition that it is kept in good repair. The 
Kenyon family first acquired the Hall in 1653, when Roger Kenyon 
of Parkhead married Alice, daughter and co-heiress of George 
Rigby, the younger brother of Colonel Alexander Rigby. George 
had inherited the Hulton estates from his father, Alexander Rigby, 
a Wigan attorney, who died in 1621.

The following contract, concerning alterations and additions 
which the elder Alexander made to the Hall in 1617, is to be found 
among the Kenyon Muniments in the Lancashire Record Office.
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ARTICLES FOR BUILDING AT THE PEELE DATED 22 DECEMBER 1617

Articles of Agreement Indented made and agreed upon the Two and 
Twentith daye of December Anno Regni Regis Jacobi Anglie etc decimo 
quinto, Betweene Alexander Rigbye of Wigan in the Countye of Lancaster, 
esquier, upon the one party, and John Pryse of Wigan aforesaid in the said 
Countye, Carpenter, upon the other partye.

Inprimis yt is agreed by and betweene the said partyes in manner and forme 
followinge, And the said John Pryse in consideracion of the somme of Fyve 
Poundes of good and lawfull money of England to him the said John by the 
said Alexander alreadye payed as also in consideracion of the somme of Fyve 
poundes of like lawful Englishe money hereafter to bee payed by the said 
Alexander to the said John, hee the said John for hym selffe, his executors, 
and administrators doth covenante promyse and graunt to and with the said 
Alexander his heires and assignes by theise presentes that hee the said John 
shall and will before the Feaste daye of St. John Babtist next to bee after the 
date of theise presentes, well substanciallye and workeman like in all Respects 
which to the Trade of a Carpenter belongeth make, Build, errect, sett uppe 
and fynishe the House and Tymber worke of the said Alexander Att Peele in 
Hulton in the said Countye in suche sorte manner and forme and accordinge 
to the agreementes hereafter expressed and declared.
1. That is to saye, to make upp the doore which nowe goeth out of the Hall 
into the Parlor att the south syde and the Portall there to take awaye, and the 
same doore to sett att the north syde of the hall.
2. Item to make a particion Walle under the Parler flore a litle more southward 
then the lower Wyndoe nowe in the said Parlor att suche place as the said 
Alexander upon viewe shall appoynte, and to close out a litle Entree betweene 
the north wall of the house and that particion, and to make a doore in the 
same for Entree into a litle Buttery which is Intended to be betweene the said 
first particion Wall, and the north wouth [wall] of the house, and to make a 
litle wyndowe in the said north wouth for lighte into that Entree.
3. Item to make the place in the corner betweene the said first particion Wall 
and the said north wouth and the said Entree into a Butrye with a litle seller 
under yt. And after the Wallers have walled the said seller the height of the 
grounde, Then the said John to laye a somer [bearing-beam] and Joystes thereon 
and to make Row pyns for floringe thereof.
4. Item to make a Turne Stayre into the loftes in the syde of the same Entree 
to serve for the chambers above and to bee cast soe as the most of the chamber 
doores maye meete att the heade of the Stayre as they doe in the house of the 
said Alexander att Wigan, And that the doore which shall go into the Buttery 
bee as nere the stayre as well maye bee and to make a stare upon the lefte hande 
of that doore into the seller and to make the same stare into the seller with 
a litle particion or fence that people beinge in the boottry shall not be in danger 
to fall into the stare place.
5. Item to builde and sett before the south syde of the Easte Baye of the house 
a Crosse Chamber end of iij yeardes longe upon Brooken postes, the same to 
be in Bredth from the South east corner of the house to the nowe particion 
Wall, betweene the hall and the parlor being aboute vij yeardes and in the 
height full two yeardes and some thing more then the nowe wall place, and to 
lofte the same and the nowe Trappe doore place over with Joystes and Rowe 
pyns and to make two fayre lardge Transome Wyndowes in the end, and aswell 
above as beneth two litle wyndowes east and west and to make the crosse 
buyldinge of the same height and breadeth to the north syde of the said house 
and haulffe Tymbered in the end.
6. Item to make a particion for a litle chamber over the Bootry and a doore 
into the same from the heade of the stare and sufficyent wyndowe for lighte 
into the same chamber and a doore into the chamber which shalbee in the 
south end of the said crosse chamber or buylding and an other into the parlor 
which shalbee in the said Crosse Buyldinge.
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7. Item to make the south wyndowe in the hall some thinge lardger and to 
tayke the ould Stanchions out of the north Wyndowe of the halle and make a 
Transome windowe in the same and putt in newe Stanchions.
8. Item to Rayse the floore which is over the Entree equalle with the other 
floores and to sett a newe buylding full two yeardes high or some thing more 
all along from the west end of the house to the said crosse chamber and to 
Rayse the same alonge the south syde upon newe postes to bee sett without 
the ould buyldinge and with Jettys and upon the north syde to ryse upon the 
Wall, or upon postes, whether the said Alexander shall thinke more fitt and 
better lyke of, and lardge open Wyndowes almost all alonge to the south in all 
that buylding, and in eyther bay a little wyndowe to the northward.
9. Item to make a Porche aboute three yeardes broade att the halle doore and 
a gallary of that Breadth to be closed out of the west bay over the Entree and 
two fayre windowes in eyther end and the residue of that baye above to be 
closed in two.
10. Item the litle ould parlor and the newe parlor in the Crosse buildinge to 
bee both of them Bored with boardes and a little private stare to bee made 
froward the kytchin into the Upper Rowme over the litle parlor.
11. Item the Rooffe over the ould Bootry to bee layde some thinge more steepe 
and a sill to be putt into the same.
12. Item the Rooffe of all the house to bee dooble panned and to have in the 
Middest of Every Baye a payre of Cooples or principalls for strengthening the 
first peece and panns.
13. Item all the Buyldinges to bee false rooffed from the lower panns and 
lattes to be nayled upon the sparres under those lower panns for plastering 
thereon.
14. Item doore liddes to bee made for every place and into every Rowme and 
between the post which nowe standeth under the litle somer in the upper parlor 
and the particion wall in that place a doore to be made and sett to enter into 
that parlor and att the north east corner of the house a whole post to bee sett 
to buyld the Rooffe upon.
15. Item two closettes or studies to bee taken out of the chamber over the 
hall in places most fitt upon viewe of the said Alexander and to bee severed 
with wouthes and doores fittinge.
16. Item the Whole Rooffe and Roofftrees to bee made able to beare the sclate 
nowe provyded by the said Alexander and lattes to bee for all the same whole 
Rooffe and Roofftrees readye for sclate to bee layde thereupon, and clamstayes 
to bee sett thorowe out all the Wouthes in the said buildinges and Rowe pins 
to bee made and layde upon the floares thorowe put all the higher Roomes 
readye for dawbe, and a sille to bee put under the litle buttery.

In witnes Whereof to theise present articles of agreement beinge written of 
three severall sheetes of paper the said partyes Enterchangeably have putt 
theyre handes and scales the daye and yere first afore written Anno domini 1617.

Sealed and delivered by the within named 
John Pryse in presence of

Willm. Ascroft
Robt. Mawdesley
Alex. Tompson




