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I N a paper read to this Society in 1902, (1) the late Robert Glad 
stone observed that there was "no adequate history of Woolton". 

Forty-eight years have since passed, but Much and Little Woolton 
still await their Ronald Stewart-Brown, whose history of the 
adjoining manor and township of Allerton is an example of how a 
manorial history should be written. The Wooltons, of course, 
have not been entirely ignored by the local historian. The Victoria 
County History of Lancashire, published in 1906, has some valuable 
information about them, and a number of people, mostly members 
of this Society, have investigated the following historical matters 
pertaining to the two townships: 

Much Woolton
The old Woolton School-house in School Lane. (2) 
The Benedictine Mission in Watergate Lane. (3) 
The Early Charters of the Knights Hospitallers. (4)

Little Woolton
The Brettarghs of Brettargh Holt. 151
The Okills and Duttons of the Lee. (6)
The old Woolton Summer-house and the question of Woolton

Beacon. 171 
Gateacre Chapel. 18 '

The late Ronald Stewart-Brown's books, Notes on Childwall, and 
Isaac Greene, a Lancashire Lawyer of the eighteenth century, contain 
important material about both townships. Two paper-backed 
volumes, each of about ninety pages, entitled The Story of Woolton, 
written by J. F. Marsh in 1931, have much interesting and amusing 
information about local worthies and events of a past day, but 
they cannot be regarded as a serious historical work. More than

111 "Early Charters of the Knights Hospitallers relating to Much Woolton, near Liverpool", 
TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 54, 1902.

<-> R. Stewart-Brown, Notes on Childwall (Liverpool, 1914), Liverpool Daily Post, 29 May 1930, 
and Liverpool Evening Express, 2 November 1932.

131 C. R. Hand, Notes on Woolton Priory (1913).
141 See note 1 above.
'" R. Stewart-Brown, "The Brettarghs of Brettargh Holt in Woolton", TRANSACTIONS. Vol. 88, 

1936.
(BI R. Stewart-Brown, Liverpool Ships in the I8lh Century, (Liverpool, 1932), and in the Cheshire 

Sheaf, passim.
"> S. A. Harris, TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 94, 1942.
181 J. L. Thornely, Gateacre Chapel Bicentenary Celebration (1900), and Benjamin Nightingale, 

Lancashire Nonconformity, (Manchester, 1890), Vol. VI.
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PLATE 30 : WOOLTON HALL, PRESENT DAY. 
By permission of the Liverpool Public Libraries.
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two hundred twelfth to fifteenth century Woolton deeds are calen 
dared in The Norris Deeds (Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, 1939), and about a dozen references to Much and Little 
Woolton appear in Moore MSS (Record Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshire, 1913). A number of Woolton deeds, tithe awards 
etc., are in the Lancashire Record Office.

The purpose of this paper is the consolidation of some scattered, 
not readily available material about Woolton Hall in Much Woolton, 
and the presentation of some hitherto unrecorded facts relating to 
the Hall's architectural history.

The Hall is a large mansion in the classical style, built of local 
red stone, situated on the eastern slope of Woolton Hill. Addi 
tions during the last century have not enhanced its appearance. 
About 1865 the original small semicircular porch was replaced by 
the present massive porch, a rather overpowering example of 
heavy-handed Victorianism; (1) and at the beginning of this century 
the Hall's east front was extended in a southerly direction. This 
extension, a plain, unornamented building of local stone, is not 
glaringly incongruous to the original elevation. Its fenestration, 
however, is not in conformity with that of the older building, and 
its erection destroyed the pleasing symmetry of the original 
design. Long unoccupied, except in recent years by H.M. Forces, 
and severely damaged by enemy action, Woolton Hall has for 
several years been falling into decay. In recent months, however, 
it has been acquired by the Convent of Notre Dame, Mount 
Pleasant, Liverpool, for use as a girls' school for paying pupils, 
and is now (February, 1950) being extremely well restored. It 
appears certain, therefore, that the Hall will regain its former 
dignity, and will again be an ornament to the countryside and a 
permanent memorial of more spacious days which are not likely 
ever to return. Woolton Hall stands about 250 feet above sea- 
level and commands a remarkably fine view over a wide expanse 
of countryside which, despite urbanisation and, here and there, 
industrialism, is still largely unspoilt.

The Hall at no time in its history has been the residence of the 
manorial lords. The story of the house and its owners, therefore, 
is not that of the devolution of the manor. 121

Before 1185 John, Constable of Chester and Baron of Halton 
and Widnes, granted Much Woolton to the Knights Hospitallers, 
by whom it was held until 1540, when the Order in England was 
dissolved by Henry VIII, and its estates confiscated. They were 
restored temporarily by Mary I, but were finally confiscated by 
Elizabeth in 1559. Much Woolton was in the hands of the Crown 
until 1609 when James I disposed of it in part payment of a loan 
owing to a body of London merchants, who, in turn, sold it, with 
other local manors, to the Earl of Derby. It was sequestrated by

(n Four monolithic Doric columns from the original porch are incorporated in the modern 
porch.

""'Early Charters of the Knights Hospitallers", op. cit., pp. 175-181.
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the Commonwealth but subsequently recovered. In 1718 it was 
acquired by that insatiable collector of local manors, Isaac Greene, 
the Liverpool and Prescot lawyer, whose great-great-granddaughter, 
Frances Mary Gascoyne, married the 2nd Marquess of Salisbury 
in 1821. The manorial rights of Much Woolton are now vested 
in the present and 5th Marquess.

It is not clear who were the owners in medieval times of what is 
now the Woolton Hall estate, but in Tudor times it was held by 
the Brettarghs of Brettargh Holt in Little Woolton, who are reputed 
to have acquired it from an ancient family named de Woolton. 
From the Brettarghs it descended to the Broughtons. In 1704 it 
became the property of the Honourable Richard Molyneux, son 
and heir of William, 4th Viscount Molyneux. Richard Molyneux, 
who was born in 1678, (1) succeeded as 5th Viscount in 1718. 
There is considerable evidence that he continued to reside at 
Woolton until at least as late as 1727. (2) In 1705 he married Mary, 
daughter of Francis, Lord Brudenell, eldest son of the 2nd Earl of 
Cardigan. She brought Molyneux a portion of £11,000, and there 
was a marriage settlement in her favour of £1,200 per annum 
secured upon Molyneux lands in south-west Lancashire.

Lord Molyneux died in 1738 without male issue, and was suc 
ceeded by his brother Caryl. His widow continued to reside at 
Woolton until her death at the age of 86 in 1766. (3) She was a 
devout Roman Catholic, and during her residence of more than 
sixty years at Woolton a priest was always maintained at the Hall. 
In 1765 she founded the Benedictine Mission in Watergate Lane, 
the chapel and presbytery of which were within a quarter of a mile 
of the Hall and within view from its windows. Portions of these 
buildings still stand.' 4 ' In 1771, for £6,100, the executors of Mary,

111 R. Trappes-Lomax, The Diary and Letter Book of the Rev. Thomas Brockbank, (Chatham 
Society, 193U), p. 289, reveals that Richard Molyneux and his four brothers were possibly educated 
at Raventofts, a Catholic mission between Ripley and Ripon, Yorkshire.

121 It appears likely that this was an economy measure. In the eighteenth century grandiose 
building projects impoverished numerous country squires and it may be that William, 4th Viscount 
Molyneux, who rebuilt Croxteth, and his son Richard who built Woolton, strained their resources.

'" SALE OF GOODS AT WOOLTON HALL
To be sold by Auction, on Monday the 21st Inst. and the following days, to the 29th Inst. 

inclusive, the Sale to begin at Eleven in the Forenoon precisely each Day.
The genuine and entire Household Furniture, Plate, etc. of the Rt. Hon. Richard late Lord 

Viscount Molyneux, deceased, and of the Rt. Hon. the Viscountess Molyneux, lately deceased, 
at their late Seat at Woolton Hall in Lancashire, consisting of a No. of Feather and Down Beds 
in fine Ticks, Bedsteads with Silk Genoa Damask, Worsted Damask, Mohair, Needle-work and 
other Hangings; a number of very large Looking Glasses, a large Quantity of useful Plate, with 
a compleat Set of Gadron'd* Dressing Plate; a very great quantity of fine Table and Bed Linen, 
some old Table and Tea China, fine India Cabinets, Tables, Chairs, and Kitchen furniture; some 
good Paintings, two large Brewing Coppers, and Brewing Utensils and Casks, with some Ale 
and other Liquors, which will be exhibited to View on Thursday and Friday the 17th and 18th 
Instant, from Ten in the Morning to Four in the Afternoon.

Catalogues to be had of Mr. Bird at the Talbot in Chester; of Mr. Budsworth, the Bull's Head, 
Manchester; of Mrs. Dale, the Red Lyon, Warrington; Mrs. Bullock, the Eagle and Child, Wigan; 
of Mr. Hanmer, the Wheat Sheaf, Ormskirk; of Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Hooley in Prescot; of 
Mr. Addison, Upholster, in Preston; of Lloyd Baxendale, Upholster, in Liverpool; George Parker, 
of the same Place, Cabinet Maker and Auctioneer; and at the Place of Sale.

To be Let, WOOLTON HALL, a very healthy and pleasant Situation, commanding a very 
extensive Land and Sea Prospect, with a few Closes of Land. Enquire of Mr. Ralph Watt, at 
Lytham in the Field, or of George Parker, in Liverpool."

Williamson's Liverpool Advertiser, II April, 1766.
* Gadroon = One of a set of convex curves or arcs joined at their extremities to form a decorated 

pattern used in ornamenting plate, in architecture, costume, etc. Chiefly in plate. (O.E.D. 1939.)-
'*' For further details of this Mission see C. R. Hand, op. cit.
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Dowager Lady Molyneux, conveyed Woolton Hall with its grounds 
and adjacent lands to the Rev. Bartholomew Booth 11 ' Curate of 
Childwall, (2) who, in the following year, disposed of the property 
to Nicholas Ashton, of Liverpool.

Nicholas Ashton came of old Lancashire stock, being descended 
from Sir Thomas Assheton of Ashton-under-Lyne, who was born 
in 1403, and was still living in 1454. Sir Thomas's second son, 
Edmund, became the first Assheton of Chadderton by his marriage 
with Johanna, daughter and co-heiress of Richard RadclifFe of 
Chadderton. She died in 16 Henry VII (1500-1). Edmund 
Assheton's second son. Miles, married an heiress of the Gerard 
family. This alliance was perhaps responsible for Miles settling 
in the Makerfield district. (3) According to Burke's Landed Gentry 
(1939), James Ashton, of Ashton-in-Makerfield, who died about 
1630, was a descendant of Miles Assheton of Chadderton, and 
Nicholas Ashton, of Liverpool and Much Woolton, was fifth in 
descent from this James Ashton. Nicholas Ashton bore as his 
coat-of-arms argent, a mullet sable, and canton gules. This is the 
Assheton of Ashton-under-Lyne coat, except that in the latter coat 
the mullet is pierced. (4)

John Ashton, the father of Nicholas Ashton of Woolton Hall, 
was the only son of a Nicholas Ashton and Margaret Orrell, both 
of Ashton-in-Makerfield. He was born in 1711. I have not 
ascertained at what age he came to Liverpool; he was, however, 
a bailiff in 1749 and four or five years later was one of the five 
original undertakers of the Sankey navigation, Britain's first real 
canal. He was the proprietor of the Saltworks at the Dungeon in 
Hale and appears to have been a man of considerable wealth. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of John Brookes, of Liverpool, and 
Nicholas, the purchaser of Woolton Hall, was his eldest surviving 
sen. John Ashton died in 1759 at the comparatively early age 
of 48. "He was an eminent merchant", says his obituary notice 
in Williamson's Liverpool Advertiser, renowned for his "probity, 
charity and abilities". (5)

Nicholas Ashton was born in 1742 and as a youth joined his 
father in the salt business. At the age of twenty-one he married 
Mary, only daughter of John Philpot of Hefferston Grange, 
Weaverham, co. Chester. (6) She was a granddaughter of Matthew 
Henry, the celebrated Cheshire divine, whose commentary on the 
Bible became something of a classic. The couple's first Liverpool

111 For details of this conveyance see R. Sharpe France, "The Conveyance of Woolton Hall, 
1771", in the Appendix to this paper.

4 '!} b. 1733, s. of Bartholomew Booth of Mellor, co. Derby, gent. Matric. Brasenose Coll., 
Oxford, June 1754. Incumbent of All Saints, Marple, co. Chester, 1757-1761; curate of St. 
Peter's, Liverpool, '.'-1766; curate of All Saints, Childwall, 1769-1771.

131 1 his suggestion is made by Brooke Herford in Edward Baines, Lancashire (Croston ed. 1893) 
p. 47.

'" A fine lead rainwater-head bearing Ashton's coat-of-arms is at the north-east corner of 
Woolton Hall. As armorial rainwater-heads are very rare in Liverpool this example is of un 
usual interest.

' '" For further details of John Ashton see T. C. Barker, "The Sankey Navigation", TRANS 
ACTIONS, Vol. 100, 1948.

IBI Ashton's eldest son, John, resided at Hefferston Grange until his death in 1815. His son, 
Herbert, sold the property.
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PLATE 31 : NICHOLAS ASHTON OF WOOLTON HALL
(1742-1833).

From an engraving by E. Smith of a painting by Thomas Hargreaves. 
The engraving is in the possession of Nicholas C. E. Ashton, Esq., of London.
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home was in Paradise Street, but before taking up residence at 
Woolton they had three other Liverpool houses in Hanover 
Street, Mount Pleasant and at No. 19 Clayton Square. (1) The 
latter house, which, earlier, was the home of Sarah Clayton, was 
retained by Ashton as his counting-house after his removal to 
Woolton. It was used in this capacity until at least as late as 
1810, but before 1823 Ashton's offices had been moved to No. 5, 
Basnett Street.

At the age of 28, whilst residing at Hanover Street, Nicholas 
Ashton served the office of High Sheriff of Lancashire. (2)

In addition to the salt business, Ashton engaged in privateering 
with considerable success. His largest ship was the Marchioness 
of Granby of 260 tons, with a crew of 130 and 20 guns. He shared 
the ownership of this vessel with the Marquis of Granby (Charles 
Manners, afterwards 4th Duke of Rutland, K.G.) who, in 1778, 
was living in Harrington Street, Liverpool, whilst in command of 
a regiment here. Nicholas Ashton appears to have had no interest 
in the slave trade. In the Liverpool election of 1806 he voted for 
William Roscoe, the abolitionist. This may indicate his opposition 
to the trade. In the famous Canning-Brougham election of 1812 
he was given the honour of nominating Brougham, a further indi 
cation of his liberal views. He was never a member of the Liverpool 
Common Council, but, nevertheless, appears to have been a public- 
spirited burgess. He was a member of the Liverpool Vestry for 
many years, a trustee of the Bluecoat Hospital, a member of the 
committee of the first Chamber of Commerce, a trustee of the 
Liverpool-Ashton turnpike, a president of the Liverpool Dis 
pensary, a president of the Liverpool Academy of Arts, and an 
original member of the Liverpool Athenaeum.

Ashton's first wife died in 1777 and was buried at St. John's 
Church, Chester. He later married Catherine Hodgson, of Liver 
pool, who died in 1806. After residing at Woolton Hall for 61 
years Nicholas Ashton died there in 1833, aged 91. He was buried 
at Childwall. He was succeeded at Woolton by his son, Joseph 
Ashton13 ' who, in turn, was succeeded by his own son, Charles 
Ellis Ashton. (4) In 1865 the latter sold the property to James 
Reddecliffe Jeffery of Compton House, Church Street, Liverpool, 
who was a member of this Society. Compton House, at that time 
Liverpool's largest departmental store, had developed from a 
single shop opened in 1832 until it absorbed the whole island site 
bounded by Church Street, Leigh Street, Tarleton Street and 
Basnett Street. The store and its contents were completely des 
troyed by fire 1 December 1865. Unfortunately for Jeffery the 
large stocks of goods were insufficiently insured. Temporary 
premises were opened in Newington, and a new and imposing

111 Sales notices of Ashton's houses in Mount Pleasant and Hanover Street are in Williamsori1 s 
Liverpool Advertiser, 29 January, 1773, and Liverpool General Advertiser, 8 August 1777.

ia) He was also a D.L. and a county magistrate.
131 b. 1783; educated Eton; m. 1816 Elizabeth, dau. of William Earle of Everton; d. 1836.
M1 b. 1817; educated Harrow; m. 1851 Mary Caroline, dau. of William Shand of Springwood; 

d. 1881.
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building was erected on the Church Street site. Owing to ex 
tremely heavy overheads, however, the new store failed to pay its 
way, and Jeffery withdrew from the business, a ruined man. Wool- 
ton Hall went under the hammer in 1869, but did not find a buyer 
and remained empty until 1877. It was then bought by Frederick 
Robert Leyland, who had formerly rented Speke Hall, but had 
to vacate it when Miss Adelaide Watt took it over on the attainment 
of her majority.

Leyland, who was born in Liverpool in 1831, was educated at 
the Mechanics' Institution, Mount Street, (now the Liverpool 
Institute). He entered the ship-owning firm of John and James 
Bibby as an office-boy, eventually being taken into partnership. 
In 1873 he founded the shipping line of Frederick Leyland and Co. 
In addition to Woolton Hall, he had a London house at 49 Princes 
Gate, S.W. He became famous as a linguist, a lover of music and 
a cognoscente, collecting the Italian primitives, Botticelli and the 
pre-Raphaelites. Norman Shaw remodelled his London house, 
the famous peacock room which was decorated by Whistler. In 
his latter days Leyland lived in Detroit, U.S.A. He died in 1892.' 1 ' 
Early in this century, Woolton Hall came into the possession of 
Peter McGuffie, who opened it as a hydropathic hotel. 12 '

It is probable that a house stood on the site of the present Hall 
in the seventeenth century, perhaps even earlier. The inquisition 
post mortem on William Brettargh in 1609 records that he had a 
house in Much Woolton. Any house on the site, however, must 
have been unpretentious, as the 1662 Hearth Tax Return reveals 
that Much Woolton contained no house of more than three hearths. 
There is nothing definite on this point until 1704, when Richard 
Molyneux started to build the house which now forms the north131 
front of the present mansion. He built it in the classical style 
prevailing at that period. The central triangular pediment, richly 
decorated, with its apex and angles surmounted by statues,' 4 ' is 
a feature of late seventeenth and early eighteenth century Palladian 
design. (5) A striking feature of the Molyneux north front at 
Woolton is the decoration of the central pediment. The motif is 
military and the decoration consists of cannon, drums, flags, 
swords, battle-axes and heaps of cannon balls, all carved in strong 
relief. The period during which this portion of Woolton Hall was 
built was, in England, one of great martial fervour. Blenheim in 
1704 was followed by Ramillies in 1706 and Marlborough's popu 
larity mounted to its height. It was natural therefore, that sculptors 
should be influenced by the prevailing national spirit.

It is worthy of record that whilst Richard Molyneux was building

111 These biographical details are from Herbert J. Tiffen, History of the Liverpool Institute 
Schools (Liverpool, 1935), p. 163.

(2) "Woolton Hall Hydro" still appears on recent issues of the 1* Ordnance Map.
(3) Incorrectly described as the north-east front by most writers.
141 Only the figure on the apex now remains.
151 Other examples are Talman's west front at Chatsworth (c. 1690) and Leoni's south front at 

Lyme Park (c. 1726). This north front at Woolton is the earliest building of the classical renais 
sance in Liverpool.
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his new home, his father, the 4th Viscount Molyneux, was trans 
forming Croxteth from a small Elizabethan house to the present 
fine imposing mansion. The part under construction was the 
west front which was started in 1702 and completed in 1714. The 
west front at Croxteth and the north front at Woolton have several 
features in common, and one cannot entirely exclude the possibility 
that they may have been the work of the same designer.

The earliest references to Woolton Hall appear to be those in 
the Diary of Nicholas Blundell (1669-1737),' 1 ' Lord of the Manor 
of Little Crosby. Squire Blundell was obviously a close personal 
friend of Richard Molyneux. The two families were of the old 
faith and, as the Diary clearly shows, had many interests in common. 
Blundell's earliest reference to Woolton Hall is dated 29 June 
1713; (2) the last is dated 11 June 1727, shortly before the Diary 
closes. Between those dates the references to Woolton and the 
Molyneuxs are frequent, but it should be borne in mind that the 
printed extracts from the Diary (the only entries available) contain 
only about a quarter of the Squire's actual entries. The entries 
refer mostly to social visits between the families the Molyneuxs 
dining at Little Crosby and the Blundells dining at Woolton. On 
occasions the two squires meet at race meetings, coursing meetings, 
in the hunting field and on the bowling-green at Sefton. When the 
Molyneuxs returned to Woolton after an absence in London or 
elsewhere, Blundell sent Ned Howard, his groom, to Woolton 
with a message of welcome, a social courtesy which entailed a 
twenty-five miles journey on horseback over execrable roads. 
On 13 October 1714, Blundell, with his wife and daughter, dined 
at Woolton. After dinner, which, in accordance with the social 
habits of those days, would be between two and three o'clock, the 
party attended the theatre in Liverpool where, the squire records, 
they saw acted "a play called Mackbeth". This, incidentally, is 
the earliest-known Liverpool production of a Shakespearean 
play.

Blundell's references to his fellow guests at Woolton reveal that 
the Molyneuxs frequently entertained the leading local families 
there. Within the fine oak-panelled dining-room are met the 
Gerards, Stanleys, Cliftons, Scarisbricks, Pooles and other local 
landowning families, and on one occasion in 1725 the diarist 
records that his fellow diners at Woolton were Lord Frederick 
Howard and Lady Philippa Standish, the son and daughter respec 
tively of Henry, 6th Duke of Norfolk. Lady Philippa was the 
wife of Ralph Standish of Standish, an ardent Jacobite, who, having 
been taken prisoner at Preston Fight in 1715, escaped with his life 
but had his estates forfeited for treason.

Elizabeth Byrom, a daughter of Dr. John Byrom, wrote in her 
Journal  in 1745,

111 T. E. Gibson, Blundell's Diary (Liverpool, 1895).
la) Numerous references to William, 4th Viscount Molyneux, and his son, Richard, occur before 

this date.
'" Byrom, Remains (Chetham Society), Vol. II, pt. 2, p. 385.
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"Rode to see Miss Greenes at Childa (Childwall), they were gone to Lord 
Mullinax's, so we rode round Childa Hills, the pleasantest prospect I ever saw, 
and then rode to see Outon (Woolton Hall), Lady Molineaux's."

The "Miss Greenes" were, of course, Mary and Ireland, daughters 
of Isaac Greene of Childwall Hall.

Fifteen years later, 5 August 1760, Samuel Derrick, Master of 
the Ceremonies at Bath, wrote from Liverpool to his patron, the 
Earl of Cork:

"In the skirts of this (Childwall) hill are several gentlemen's seats scattered 
about, well covered and for the most part delightfully situated. The most 
remarkable of these is the dwelling house of lord Molyneux, which is small 
and neat, constructed of a rude iron coloured stone, and in appearance about 
two hundred years old (sic). Belonging thereto is a pleasant garden, laid out 
in the old style, with a bowling green in the middle; variety of green plats, 
high hedges of yew and holly, forming different alleys, ornamented with figures 
cut in box, holly, etc. The whole is terminated by a grand terrace, exhibiting a 
noble view of a country finely cultivated, and interspersed with a variety of 
charming villages." 111

The next reference to Woolton Hall is in Enfield's Leverpool, 
published in 1773. Enfield writes:

"Woolton Hall formerly belonged to the family of Woolton of Woolton, whose 
heiress married into the family of Brettargh of Brettargh; from them it descended 
to the family of Broughton, and was purchased from them by Richard, Lord 
Molyneux. It has lately been purchased by Nicholas Ashton, Esq."

This extract from Enfield is the last reference to Woolton Hall 
before it was enlarged by Nicholas Ashton. The following de 
scriptions all refer to the enlarged building. In 1785 W. Watts 
published his The Seats of the Nobility and Gentry. Under the 
heading "Woolton Hall, in Lancashire, the seat of Nicholas Ashton, 
Esq., From a picture by Mr. Chubbard", is an engraving of the 
Hall, the earliest-known picture of the mansion. 12 ' The engraving 
is accompanied by the following description:

"Woolton Hall, about six miles from Liverpool, upon an eminence, commands 
grand and extensive prospects, the two extreme points of view being the Cumber 
land and Westmorland hills to the north, and the Wrekin, near Shrewsbury, 
to the south, from thence also may be seen Blackstone Edge, in Yorkshire, 
and several of the Derbyshire and Staffordshire hills; to the eastward the rivers 
Mersey and Weaver join in view about four miles from this house, and very 
soon opening into a fine sheet of water, continue their course to the Port of 
Liverpool. The prospect to the south-west is terminated by an irregular scene 
of Welsh mountains."

Ten years later, in 1795, Dr. Aikin, in his Description of the Country 
round Manchester, wrote:

"Woolton Hall is a noble mansion, purchased from the Molynevx family 
by Nicholas Ashton, Esq., who has made large additions to it. It is placed on 
an eminence and commands a fine and extensive prospect."

(1) Samuel Derrick, Letters written from Liverpoole etc., (Dublin, 1767), p. 17.
111 "There is a very good engraving of Woolton Hall and description of the same in the 19th 

Number of Watt's Views of Noblemen and Gentlemen's Seats published in Sepr 1785". (Letter 
from Nicholas Ashton to John Holt of Walton, 31 December 1791.)
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Neither W. Watts nor Dr. Aikin describes Woolton Hall in detail. 
For that we have to wait until 1819 when John P. Neale published 
Volume II of his Views of the seats of Noblemen and Gentlemen in 
England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. Neale, below an engraving 
of the Hall, wrote:

"The Mansion is situated about six miles south-east of Liverpool and about 
six miles south from Prescot, on a delightful eminence. The north-east 111 
front has apparently been erected about a hundred and twenty years, having a 
central pediment, with its apex and angles surmounted by statues; the building 
is entirely of stone. The Apartments in this front are of a large and lofty 
character; panelled with oak wainscot, and divided into compartments by 
fluted Corinthian columns, with their entablature and cornices. There are in 
this suite the Dining-room, eighteen feet high, and of good proportions. An 
ante-room, two sides of which are hung with Brussels tapestry after designs by 
Teniers, and a very handsome chimney-piece carved in oak. Through this is 
the Drawing-room, the whole decorated by a small but choice collection of 
pictures by both ancient and modern masters.

The carriage front is of a more modern character, having been erected by 
the present proprietor [Nicholas Ashton] about 1780. It looks towards the 
south-east' 2 ' and is indebted for the arrangement of its elevation to the taste 
of Mr. Robert Adam, The entrance opens to a commodious Hall, on the 
opposite side of which are the doors of communication with the Staircase and 
Offices. On the left of the Hall is the Breakfast-room, and behind it is the 
Library, of an octagon form."

Neale's attribution of the "south-east" front to "the taste of Mr. 
Robert Adam" is, of course, not the least interesting detail of his 
description of the mansion.

In 1847 Edward Twycross published his Mansions of England 
and Wales. Volume 3 of this work contains a description of 
Woolton Hall which repeats J. P. Neale's description almost word 
for word, including the attribution of the main front to Robert 
Adam. That Twycross resorted to Neale's Seats for his material 
is beyond question. A railway "companion" published in 1851 (3) 
states: "Woolton Hall, Nicholas Ashton, Esq., a stone building of 
considerable antiquity, stands on a delightful eminence. The 
carriage front is of comparatively modern erection, having been 
rebuilt in 1780 from a design by Mr. Robert Adam." From the 
citing of "Nicholas Ashton, Esq." as the owner of Woolton Hall 
eighteen years after his death, it is evident that the writer of this 
publication had no personal knowledge of the mansion. It appears 
equally evident that J. P. Neale was the source of his information, 
as the latter, in the description of Woolton Hall in his Seats, uses 
both "delightful eminence" and the rather unusual term "carriage 
front." So far as I am aware, these three publications are the 
only places where the attribution of Woolton Hall to Robert 
Adam can be found, and the common source for the attribution 
appears to be J. P. Neale. Since the date of Neale's book (1819) 
numerous books containing references to the Hall have been 
published. These include two editions of Matthew Gregson's

111 Actually north. '" Actually east.
181 Edward Churton, The Railroad Book of England (London, 1851!, p, 397.
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Fragments, three editions of Edward Baines' History of Lancashire, 
the Victoria County History of Lancashire (1906) and The Story of 
Wool/on (1931). In none of these is Woolton Hall ascribed to 
Robert Adam.

The preparation of an earlier paper to this Society 111 necessitated 
the examination of numerous books on English country houses, 
and I noticed J. P. Neale's attribution of Woolton Hall to Robert 
Adam. Without giving the matter serious consideration, I dis 
missed the attribution as probably due to local tradition, which is 
always ready to attach the name of a famous architect to any 
building of merit. It did occur to me, however, that had Adam 
designed the Hall it would have been mentioned by W. Watts 
who, in 1785, thirty-four years before J. P. Neale's Seats, referred 
to the mansion and described its situation in his The Seats of The 
Nobility and Gentry. As mentioned above, Watts used as an 
illustration an engraving after a painting of the Hall by Thomas 
Chubbard. In order to use this picture Watts would have to 
obtain the permission and co-operation of either Ashton or Chub- 
bard, probably of the former. If the Hall had been designed by 
Robert Adam it appeared most unlikely that Ashton and Chubbard 
would not have mentioned the fact, and that Watts would not have 
mentioned it in his book.

Robert Adam was the greatest British architect of his generation 
and one of the most notable of all time. In 1762 he was appointed 
sole architect to George III and the Board of Works and the 
greatest and wealthiest in the land sought his services. Before 
Ashton bought Woolton Hall Adam had built or rebuilt Osterley 
Park for Child the banker, Syon House for the Duke of Northum 
berland, Ken Wood for Lord Mansfield, Luton Hoo for Lord 
Bute, Harewood for Edward Lascelles, Kedleston for Lord Scars- 
dale, Bowood for Lord Lansdowne, and Stowe for Earl Temple; 
an impressive list but by no means a complete one of the great 
mansions up and down the country and in London designed by 
him. (21 In an age of great wealth and informed taste he acquired 
such a vogue as no architect had enjoyed before, and to own a 
house built to his designs would obviously be a great distinction. 
And yet Watts, writing almost before the mortar was dry, failed 
to associate Adam with Woolton Hall. His omission convinced 
me that J. P. Neale was in error in stating that the Hall was built 
to Adam's designs.

In October 1949, however, I unexpectedly found evidence that 
Neale was undoubtedly right. After the death of Robert Adam 
and his brothers the Adam family offered for sale a large collection 
of their drawings. These were purchased in 1833 by Sir John 
Soane, the notable neo-classical architect who designed the Bank 
of England. At his death in 1837 Sir John bequeathed his house

111 "Sarah Clayton's letter and John Wood of Bath", TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 100, 1948. 
121 He also prepared designs, which were never executed, for the rebuilding of Eaton Hall, 

Cheshire (1766), and Knowsley Hall, Lancashire (c. 1773).
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PLATE 32 : WOOLTON HALL IN 1819. 
From Seats of Noblemen and Gentlemen, by John P. Neale.

PLATE 33 : THE ADAM DESIGN FOR WOOLTON HALL,
NOW IN THE SOANE MUSEUM. 

By permission of Sir John Soane's Museum.
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in Lincoln's Inn Fields to the nation, together with his collection 
of drawings, furniture, antiquities, etc. The building is now the 
Soane Museum. The drawings number nearly nine thousand in 
fifty-three volumes. Two earlier curators of the Soane Museum 
have classified, listed, indexed and cross-indexed these drawings, 
and a copy of the results of their work is in the Picton Reference 
Library, Liverpool.' 11 The drawings are in three classes, "Country", 
"London" and "Unknown". The "Unknown" class is composed 
of plans, elevations, decoration and furniture designs, etc., which, 
as regards the location or owner, or both, have not been identified. 

A few months ago, with no particular object in view, I was 
studying the "Unknown" list when I noticed in it the words 
"Nicholas Ashton, one elevation, design for a house." The 
columns headed "situation" and "date" were blank, indicating 
that these were unknown. A description of the drawing was 
appended; it read:

"94 x 34 feet to top of cornice. A facade only. End breaks 30 feet wide, 
pedimented with sculpture panels and swags. A band at level of sill of first 
floor windows acts as impost to large arch in centre, 13 ft. 6 inches wide, which 
forms centre feature. Small Doric porch of coupled columns, 10 feet order. 
4 medallions over ground floor windows."

A comparison of this description of the Adam elevation with 
Chubbard's 1785 picture of Woolton Hall revealed that the Soane 
Museum drawing was a design intended for the east front of the 
Hall. In order that there could be no mistake about the identifi 
cation I obtained from Mr. John Summerson, F.S.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
the present Curator of the Soane Museum, a photograph of the 
Adam drawing which I compared with the Chubbard and Neale 
views and also with the present building. These comparisons, 
together with a careful measurement of the dimensions of the east 
fa9ade, confirmed my earlier opinion. There can be no doubt 
that J. P. Neale was right and that the east front of Woolton Hall, 
with the exception of the southern extension and the porch, was 
built to the designs of Robert Adam. So far as I am aware it is 
the only Robert Adam building in Lancashire; nor am I aware of 
one in Cheshire.

Plates 32 and 33 disclose differences between the Adam design 
and Woolton Hall as it was eventually built. Mr. Summerson 
informed me that many of the Adam drawings in the Soane 
Museum are projected designs only, and not drawings of the 
buildings as executed. That, obviously, is the case with the Woolton 
Hall elevation. When Ashton acquired the property he decided to 
enlarge the existing hall built by Richard Molyneux seventy years 
earlier. Having considerable means he was able to commission 
the nation's most fashionable architect to prepare the designs. 
The design in the Soane was possibly one of several prepared by 
Robert Adam and submitted to Nicholas Ashton for his considera-

(l) As an Appendix to Arthur T. Bolton, The Architecture of Robert and James Adam (London, 
1922).  
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tion. It appears fairly obvious that Ashton returned the design 
to Adam with an intimation that the suggested elevation was 
rather overloaded with decoration and requesting modifications. (1) 
New drawings would be prepared and these, apparently, were 
accepted. Adam filed the rejected elevation amongst his drawings 
and in course of time it arrived at the Soane Museum where, for 
more than a century, it has remained unidentified. It is not un 
likely that the set of final designs for Woolton Hall passed into 
the possession of the Ashton family. The family muniment room 
was frequently the final repository of designs of country houses.

The principal difference between the original Adam design and 
Woolton Hall as eventually built is the rejection of the original 
design's central arch and sculptured panels. Other differences are 
the substitution of a solid parapet connecting the pediments for the 
open balustraded parapet with two solid dies shown in the design, 
and the substitution of a semicircular porch for the design's 
rectangular porch.

Woolton Hall has been through many vicissitudes and much 
of the Adam work which it no doubt formerly contained has 
disappeared. There remains only one fireplace built in the 
Adam style. There is still, however, considerable evidence of 
the architect's association with the building. The principal 
relic of this association is the room "of an octagon form" referred 
to by J. P. Neale. The very form of th'is room is typical of 
Robert Adam, who was the first leading British architect to 
depart on a large scale from the conventional rectangular form for 
his rooms, many of which he designed in a circular, oval or octa 
gonal form. The octagon room at Woolton Hall is not of large 
dimensions, but its quantity of Adam decoration invests it with 
considerable interest. It has a ceiling in refined plaster work of 
delicate design and the friezes are richly decorated. The room has 
four doorways,' 2 ' the lintels of which are ornamented in the typical 
Adam manner. It is doubtful if Adam ever left a lintel unorna- 
mented! In one wall is a large alcove, again typical of the archi 
tect, who generously employed the alcove and niche both inside 
and outside his buildings. The room to the left of the entrance 
hall, called "the breakfast room" by Neale, has a particularly fine 
Adam ceiling and a decorated frieze and lintels. An Adam ceiling 
and other work by the architect are to be found in first floor apart 
ments.

The principal staircase is perhaps the most pleasing Adam 
work at Woolton. It has wrought iron balusters and a moulded 
mahogany handrail; the treads and landings are of stone, the 
former being cantilevered out from the wall of the stair well. 
The soffit of each tread is worked to continue the bracket profile 
back to the wall face, a treatment usually adopted in the construc-

u) The principal reason for contemporary criticism of Robert Adam was his weakness for 
over-decoration. His critics included Horace Walpole and Dr. Johnson. 

'-' The doors, alas, have disappeared!
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PLATE 34 : WOOLTON HALL : THE STAIRCASE. 
From a painting by Allan P. Tankard, by permission of the Artist.
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tion of the finest staircases of the period. The rooms in the North 
wing (the Molyneux portion, built in 1704) are still as described 
by J. P. Neale in 1819, i.e. panelled in oak from floor to ceiling 
and with fine fireplaces of marble and richly-carved oak. The 
principal ground-floor apartment is sixty feet long, thirty feet wide, 
and eighteen feet high. 11 ' The first floor rooms in this wing are 
also panelled. It appears probable that the existing interior 
decoration of this wing dates from 1704. Had Adam been com 
missioned to redecorate this wing it is unlikely that he would have 
panelled it with oak whilst using plasterwork as the decorative 
medium for the new portion of the Hall.

Reference has already been made to the great town and country 
houses built to the designs of Robert Adam, and to his unquestioned 
position as the greatest British architect of his age. It may be 
mentioned also that in his view the architect was directly concerned 
with the furniture and decorations of a building as well as with 
its form and construction. This view he carried into practice with 
astonishing success. He and his architect brothers designed 
everything pertaining to the interior embellishment of their struc 
tures, such as fireplaces, ceilings, furniture, joinery, metal-work, 
and even (as at Kedleston) the fire-irons! The Adam brothers 
enjoyed a renown for refinement of detail which has continued to 
the present time. As the greatest of the four brothers, Robert 
Adam left a deep and enduring mark upon British architecture 
and British furniture. He died 3 March 1792, aged 64, and was 
buried in Westminster Abbey almost as a matter of course.

Hitherto, the Town Hall was the only surviving eighteenth- 
century building in Liverpool known to have been designed by an 
architect of national repute. (2) It is a matter of no little interest, 
therefore, that within the city's limits is a building erected to the 
designs of Robert Adam.

For assistance received during the preparation of this paper I am 
indebted to four members of this Society Miss E. B. Saxton, M.A., 
Mr. J. F. Smith, F.S.A.Scot., Mr. T. C. Barker, M.A., and Mr. 
J. R. Harris, M.A., and to Mr. John Summerson, F.S.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
the Curator of Sir John Soane's Museum, Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
To them I tender my sincere thanks.

111 This is almost certainly the room, unaltered, in which Blundell of Little Crosby and the 
other local squires dined with the Molyneuxs. 

'=' John Wood, the elder, of Bath (d. 1754).



APPENDIX

THE CONVEYANCE OF WOOLTON HALL, 1771

By R. Sharpe France, M.A., F.S.A.

ON 22 July 1771 the Rev. Bartholomew Booth appeared before 
the Lancashire Quarter Sessions held at Ormskirk to ask for 

the enrolment among the records of that Court of a conveyance in 
which he had been involved. This procedure was necessary under 
the Act 3 Geo. I. c. 18 (1717) which required that the wills of Roman 
Catholics and all deeds relating to their property should be so 
enrolled.

The conveyance alluded to is a long one, but is of especial interest 
for the light it casts on the devolution of the Woolton properties of 
the Molyneuxs in the eighteenth century.

The deed is dated 8 May 1771 and is made between (i) Philip 
Egerton of Oulton, co. Chester, esq. as eldest surviving son of 
John Egerton of Broxton, co. Chester, deceased, who was brother 
and heir of Philip Egerton of Oulton, esq. deceased; (ii) Thomas 
Clifton of Lytham, esq. grandson and heir-at-law of Richard, 
Viscount Molyneux, deceased, and of Mary, Viscountess Molyneux, 
deceased; (iii) John Stanley Massey of Puddington, co. Chester, 
esq.; (iv) George Wilson of Kendal, co. Westmorland, esq. and 
Ann Sybilla his wife, daughter and heir of Allan Harrison of Lan 
caster, esq. deceased; (v) John Atherton of Walton-on-the-Hill, esq.; 
(vi) Ann Taylor of Standish, widow of Robert Taylor of Much 
Woolton and Standish, gent, and James Taylor of Leigh, gent., 
their only son (vii) Jonathan Case of Redhazles, esq. (viii) John 
Hawkshead of Chorley, yeoman, (ix) Edward Almond of Much 
Woolton, yeoman, and Ellen his wife; (x) Robert Moss of Preston, 
esq. (xi) the Rev. Bartholomew Booth of Much Woolton, and 
Henry Parke of Liverpool, surgeon,' 1 ' and (xii) William Gregson 
of Lowhill in West Derby, esq. (2)

The deed opens by quoting a deed of 4 June 1717 made between 
(i) Charles, Duke of Shrewsbury, and George, Earl of Cardigan, 13 ' 
and (ii) Samuel Mawhood of London, woollen-draper, by which 
(i) conveyed to (ii) a capital messuage in Much Woolton late in 
possession or occupation of Samuel Aspinwall and Thomas Dannott 
with the closes called the Bushells Meadow, two Bushells Crofts,

'" For biographical details of this notable Liverpool surgeon see H. R. Bickerton and R. M. B. 
McKenna, A Medical History of Liverpool (London, 1936), and F. C. Beazley, "Henry Park, 
Surgeon, and his Register", TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 80, 192S.

u) A Liverpool banker who lived at a large house in extensive grounds at the corner of Bruns 
wick Road and Everton Road. The "Gregson's Well" public-house now on that site derives 
its name from him.

131 George (Brudenell), 3rd Earl of Cardigan, was the brother of Mary, wife of Richard, 5th 
Viscount Moiyneux. Charles (Talbot) 1st Duke and 12th Earl of Shrewsbury, K.G., was Car 
digan's cousin.
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Middle Field, Higher Bottoms, Lower Bottoms, Bottoms Meadow, 
Sandfield, Sandfield Meadow, two Segerts, Pighoe, 111 Carkitten, 
Great Crossfield, Middle Crossfield, Nearer Crossfield, Calvescrow, 
Meadow, Hillfoot Hey, Lydiate, Ackerfield Hey and Coakers 
Croft (33 ac. customary measure); also two closes called the 
Crossfields late in possession of Sarah and Edward Blundell;' 21 
with a condition for repaying £1260 by 4 June 1718.

Next quoted is a Deed Poll of 29 June 1721 made by Robert 
Mainwaring of London, gent, and Jane his wife, heiress of Samuel 
Mawhood, deceased, stating that in the above-mentioned deed 
Mawhood was acting as trustee for Henry Eyre of Grays Inn, esq. 
now deceased, who left as executor his brother John Eyre of 
Buryshall, co. Norfolk, esq.

The next recital is of a conveyance of 2 August 1727 between 
(i) Robert Mainwairing, (ii) George, Earl of Cardigan and Richard, 
Viscount Molyneux, (iii) John Eyre, and (iv) William and Thomas 
Ashhurst of London, salters, which states that the Duke of Shrews 
bury has died and that Party (ii) were entitled to the equity of 
redemption of the mortgage still unpaid and that Lord Molyneux 
had asked the Ashhursts to pay it off and to lend him a further 
£1800. In consideration there was conveyed to the Ashhursts 
Woolton Hall and the properties first mentioned and also the site 
of a house in Much Woolton and lands belonging thereto (3 ac.) 
late in possession of Thomas Cowell, husbandman and later of 
John Callen, husbandman, and also the site of a house standing 
near the cross in Much Woolton and lands belonging thereto 
(4J ac.) late in lease to Thomas Plumbe, then to Joshua Wolfall, 
tailor, as undertenant to Samuel Aspinwall, also the site of a 
cottage in Much Woolton late in possession of Elizabeth and 
John Corless, also small croft (\ ac.) in Much Woolton late in 
possession of George Davies, yeoman, also site of messuage in 
Much Woolton called Bushell's House late in possession of John 
Scholes; all of which are security to the Ashhursts for £3000 and 
interest.

Next is recited the Act of Parliament 2 Geo. II. c. 9 (1729) for 
settling the affairs of Richard, Viscount Molyneux, in which, inter 
alia, is mentioned that Lord and Lady Molyneux had been married 
about twenty-three years and had only two daughters, Mary wife 
of Thomas Clifton, esq. and Dorothy Molyneux, since deceased; 
also that Lord Molyneux had, by purchasing lands and "building a 
convenient seat thereupon" contracted debts mentioned in a 
schedule to the Act amounting to £7440 (including the £3000 owed 
to the Ashhursts). It was therefore enacted that Woolton Hall, 
the greatest part of which had been then newly built by Lord 
Molyneux and all the lands in Much Woolton which he had pur 
chased should from 1 May 1729 be settled to the following uses;

loc 
W

111 There is a road called Pighue Lane off" Mill Lane, Wavertree. The name, much discussed 
 cally, would appear to derive from a field-name. The above field-name appears in Much 
'oolton records as early as 1314. 
u> A barrister of Prescot and his wife. He was professionally associated with Isaac Greene.
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to Lord Molyneux for life, then to Sir Rowland Stanley, Thomas 
Hesketh and Isaac Green as trustees.

There follows recital of a conveyance of 11 March 1731/2 from 
the Ashhursts to Allan Harrison who took over the mortgage of 
£3000, Lord Molyneux having paid off the interest. The debt 
was paid off to Harrison but he died without having executed a 
reconveyance and leaving as heir his daughter Ann Sybilla Wilson.

On 3 July 1734 Richard, Lord Molyneux conveyed to Sarah 
Clayton of Liverpool, spinster, the messuage in Much Woolton 
called Quick's House (f ac. 20 p.) part of the inheritance of Robert 
Quick, yeoman, deceased, and also two closes in Much Woolton 
called the Outlane Fields (2J ac. 10 p.) part of Woodses Tenement, 
also closes in Much Woolton called Charnocks Meadow, Pingott, 
Charnocks Crossfield and Charnocks two Karkingtons (5£ ac, 
20 p.) part of Charnock's Tenement and late the inheritance of 
George Davies, yeoman, deceased, and then of Robert his son; as 
security for £400. (1)

Then is recited a conveyance of 26 November 1746 between (i) 
Sarah Clayton, (ii) Mary, dowager Lady Molyneux, and (iii) 
Robert Taylor, deceased, whereby she, Sarah Clayton, conveys 
the mortgage to Taylor, who died intestate, James being his son 
and heir.

The next recital is of a conveyance of 2 November 1732 between 
(i) William Rawstorne of Preston, George Farington of Shawhall 
and Thomas Hesketh of Rufford, esqs. (executors of Richard 
Atherton of Atherton, esq.) to (ii) William Taylor, junior, of 
Ormskirk, gent, whereby for £525 they conveyed to Taylor the 
messuage in Much Woolton (5 ac.) late in tenure of Richard Corless, 
the messuage there (5£ ac.) late in tenure of Samuel Gerard, and 
the cottage there (2 ac. 3 r.) in tenure of James Allanson; also the 
piece of ground there (12 p.) part of the Wellbutt in tenure of 
Samuel Gerard. This purchase by Taylor was on behalf of Richard, 
Lord Molyneux. By his (Lord Molyneux's) will dated 28 July 
1738 he indicated that he or his trustees was seized of the reversion 
of the capital messuage "where he then inhabited . . . and divers 
other messuages ... in Great Woolton" he did bequeath them 
to his executors to mortgage or sell them to discharge his debts. 
The executors were his wife, Sir Watkin Williams Wynne of Wynn- 
stay, co. Denbigh, bart., and Philip Egerton.

By a conveyance of 16 February 1747/8 Thomas Wignall of 
Much Woolton, gardner, and Lydia his wife, a sister of James 
Almond of Much Woolton, yeoman, deceased, sold to William 
Taylor for £164 a third of a messuage in Much Woolton (8 ac.) 
late in possession of Cuthbert Almond, grandfather, and James 
Almond, father of James Almond abovesaid, which third was 
mortgaged for £160 by a demise of 17 February 1747/8 by direction

"' An early property deal by Sarah Clayton, the 18th-century Liverpool business woman, of 
whom further details are available in S. A. Harris, "Sarah Clayton's letter and John Wood of 
Bath", TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 100, 1948.
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of Dowager Lady Molyneux to Thomas Simpson and John Hawks- 
head, which mortgage was later paid.

By conveyance of 20 June 1755 between (i) William Taylor, 
(ii) the Dowager Lady Molyneux and (iii) Jonathan Case and 
Thomas Starkie of Preston, (1) gent, (since deceased) the third part 
above-mentioned was conveyed to Party (iii). The Dowager Lady 
Molyneux by her will dated 18 November 1755 devised all her 
property to her grandson Thomas Clifton and to John Stanley 
Massey then of Much Woolton, esq., who married her eldest 
grand-daughter.

Details are next given of the way in which the Dowager Lady 
Molyneux paid off the debts of Lord Molyneux; also of the deaths 
of successive holders of the Molyneux estates, and their trustees. 
Since the death of Mary Dowager Lady Molyneux (in 1766) her 
executors, Thomas Clifton and John Stanley Massey, have acted in 
the trusts of Richard, Lord Molyneux, in pursuance of which 
"for £6100 they convey to the Rev. Bartholomew Booth, with the 
assent of trustees of mortgages etc. Woolton Hall and closes called 
the Meadow and Garden before the Hall, Nearer and Further and 
Little Crossfield, Carlkington, Hillfoot Hey, Coakers Croft, Further 
and Nearer Stoney Acre, Calfcrow Meadow, Old Roans Meadow, 
Little Sandfield, Sedgwick in two parts, Big Sandyfield Meadow, 
Bottoms Meadow, two Pasture Fields, two Bottoms Meadow now 
into one; also site of two cottages late belonging to John Calland 
and Joshua Wolfall, the cottages having been pulled down and 
part of the land being added to the garden and part to the forming 
of a coach-road to the Hall, in all 46 ac. large measure. As to the 
interest of Henry Parke upon trust that he will hold it to any use 
to be indicated by Bartholomew Booth."

' A barrister.


