
THE LESSER CHAPELS OF CHESHIRE

BY RAYMOND RICHARDS, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.HIST.S.

THE CHURCH OF ST. PETER, ASTON BY SUTTON

THE township of Aston by Sutton is pleasantly situated on the 
north bank of the winding River Weaver, a few miles from 

its mouth. The land slopes gently upwards from the river bank, 
and consists of tracts devoted to agriculture diversified by numerous 
stretches of wood and coppice. The outlook to the south over 
the low-lying lands of the river is peaceful and picturesque and is 
dominated by the contours of the Overton Hills and Helsby Crag. 
The name itself, Aston or East Town, with those of the nearby 
Norton, Weston, Sutton and Middleton, testify to the existence in 
the area of collections of houses from Saxon days. The village of 
Aston is small, but the township contains three sites of more than 
usual interest, namely, the present not very ancient church; the 
hall (now pulled down) which was for many centuries the seat of 
the local lords; and a moated parallelogram, in which it is thought 
a still earlier hall was situated, and in which there was a domestic 
chapel, which in time became the local place of worship for the 
neighbourhood before a church was erected on the site of the 
present building. The existing Church at Aston by Sutton, dedi 
cated to St. Peter and remodelled in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, was unfortunately much damaged by the explosion of 
an enemy land mine, which fell close to the east end of the building 
in 1940. After lying derelict and disused for nine years, the work 
of restoring the Church began 30 May 1949, and was completed 
in June 1950.

The manor of Aston belonged as early as the reign of Henry II 
to the family which took its name from the locality, though it is 
recorded on a genealogical table in the Church that the family 
originated in the middle of the tenth century, one Ernaldus de 
Estona being the first of the line. On the failure of the elder branch 
about the year 1368, the Aston estates passed to Sir Richard Aston 
of Ringey, whose descendant Sir Thomas Aston 111 was created a 
baronet by King Charles I in 1628. He was loyal to the king 
during the Civil War, and actively engaged in the king's service in

111 A kinsman of Sir Thomas was Sir Arthur Aston, the famous Royalist Commander, who, 
after serving abroad for many years, returned home at the time of the Cromwellian Wars, and 
whilst Governor of Reading was made Colonel of all the King's Horse in England. The com 
mission for this was dated 20 October 1642, and was signed by Prince Rupert. Sir Arthur com 
manded a regiment of dragoons at the Battle of Edgehill, and was sometime afterwards disabled 
from active service in consequence of wounds, much, it is said, to the disappointment of the King 
who thought there "was not in his army a man of greater reputation or one of whom the enemy 
had a greater dread". Sir Arthur had the misfortune subsequently to lose his leg in consequence 
of an accident, but ultimately recovered sufficiently to join in the defence of Tredagh. The whole 
garrison, however, was put to the sword, and the brains of Sir Arthur Aston himself were beaten 
out with his own wooden leg. (See R. H. Linaker, "Notes on the Aston Family".)
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Cheshire, but with little success, his forces being easily beaten by 
Sir William Brereton of Honford at the Battle of Middlewich in 
1642. He died three years later from the effects of a blow received 
during the campaign, and was buried in the chapel. His great- 
grandson, Sir Thomas Aston, who died in 1744 without issue, 
bequeathed the Aston estates to his eldest sister, Catherine, wife 
of the Hon. and Rev. Henry Hervey, D.D., fourth son of the Earl 
of Bristol, who by Act of Parliament assumed the name of Aston. 
Their descendant, Harriet Hervey Aston, the only daughter of 
Henry Charles Hervey Aston (1792-1821), married in 1832 the 
Hon. and Rev. Arthur Chetwynd Talbot, M.A., Rector of Church 
Eaton and Ingestre, third son of the second Earl Talbot and brother 
of Henry, Earl of Shrewsbury, from whom the present squire, 
Bryan Hervey Talbot cf Rhyl, Flintshire, is descended.

Aston Hall, the ancient seat of the Lords of the Manor of Aston, 
was situated about a quarter of a mile to the south west of Aston 
Church, and the site may be reached by following the well-wooded 
drive which passes the east end of the Church. This mediaeval 
hall formed the west side of a quadrangle which enclosed a spacious 
Courtyard. Sir Willcughby Aston' 11 (1640-1702) chose a new 
site for his manor house, and in 1668 built the "Capitall house" 
about three hundred yards farther to the south-west than the 
former hall. Sir Willoughby's house was pulled down in 1938 
because of decay, and the discovery in it of ancient beams, suggests 
that Sir Willoughby used some material from the mediaeval house. 
Of the Stuart mansion Sir Peter Leicester in his "Historical Anti 
quities", published in 1673, wrote: "Sir Willoughby Aston of 
Aston, Bart, being now Owner of" Aston juxta Sutton "hath 
built a sumptuous house here, a little distance from the old one, 
anno Christi 1668". William Webb, in his itinerary of the early 
years of the seventeenth century writes: "Thomas Aston . . . hath 
to his said house a fair park and a chapel near the house of great 
use".

Nothing remains today of the mediaeval hall; its place on the 
west side of the old courtyard was occupied by stables, which in 
more recent times have been converted into two cottages. The 
buildings on the east side consist of old coach-houses, and an 
unusually fine dovecote, which bears the date 1696.

The earliest chapel provided for Aston was situated at Middleton 
Grange. Leicester records: 

"In this Aston lieth a certain parcel of land called Middleton Grange . . . 
here was anciently a chappel called Middleton Chapel, where the prior and 
convent of Norton were bound to find a priest, in former ages, to say mass on 
Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays, weekly for ever; which chappel being out

(1) In 1656 at the age of sixteen he became a fellow commoner of St. John's College, Cambridge, 
but did not take a degree. In 1659 he was admitted at the Middle Temple. He married in 1665 
Mary, daughter of John Offiey of Madeley, co. Staffs by whom he had eight sons and thirteen 
daughters. It was to his eldest daughter Mary, who married Sir John Crewe of Utkinton near 
Tarporley Cheshire, that the pamphlet entitled "An Essay on the character of Sir Willoughby 
Aston, late of Aston in Cheshire", was written by Thomas Yalden of Magdalen College. Oxford 
and printed in 1704. Sir Willoughby served twice as Sheriff of Cheshire 1680-81 and 1690-91. 
He was an enthusiastic diarist and an indefatigable builder.
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of repair and service said there onely on Sundays for forty years then last past, it 
was complained of by Richard Aston, son of sir Robert Aston at a visitation 
3 Hen. VI 1425, and an order was made by Richard Stanley then arch-deacon 
of Chester the twentieth of August, 3 Hen. VI, That whereas the prior and 
convent of Norton, long before the same was an abbey, did covenant with 
the abbot of Vale-Royal, to find at their own proper cost a fit chaplain to 
officiate here three days a week, as aforesaid; it was ordered, That the said 
agreement should be kept and observed. But these variances concerning Middle- 
ton Chappel, between Robert Abbot of the monastery of St. Mary of Norton, 
and Richard Aston of Aston, esquire, were composed by the mediation of 
Thomas Dutton, esquire, and Anne his wife, dame Isabel late wife of sir John 
Carrington. and Jenkin of Leycester; dated the tenth of November 32 Hen. VI 
The same Chartulary, pag. 23. num 501, et pag. 21, num 503. et pag 216. num 504.

"But after that Middleton-Chappel fell into decay, another chappel was 
erected in later ages, somewhat nearer to the hall of Aston, called Aston-Chappel, 
situate within the parish of Runcorne; and in lieu of finding a priest to officiate 
here by the abbot of Norton, the king (after those lands came into his hands) 
gave five pounds yearly rent to the maintenance of a minister here at Aston- 
Chappel, issuing out of the lands late belonging to Norton-Abby, by a decree 
in the court of augmentations at London, dated the 28 January, 33 Hen. VIII 
which degree was exemplified and confirmed in the 13 year of queen Elizabeth, 
inter les chartes de Aston, num. 505. Which sum of five pounds is yearly paid 
at this day, 1671, by the king's auditor at his office at Chester.

"And this Aston-Chappel was lately made a parochial chappel in our days 
by the grant of John Bridgeman bishop of Chester, dated the sixteenth of April, 
11 Car. I. 1635, by the procurement of sir Thomas Aston of Aston, baronet, 
and so it is now become a parochial chappel for burial, baptism and other 
rites, for these adjacent villages, viz; Sutton, Aston juxta Sutton, Middleton- 
Grange in Aston, and Aston Grange". m

About a mile to the south-east of the site of Aston Hall are the 
remains of an early fortification which was surrounded on all sides 
by a moat. Both T. A. Coward and Capt. Hyde Linaker refer to 
the site as being the first stronghold of the Aston family. Coward 
also mentions that nearby stood a chapel, of which there is now 
no trace. This chapel was either the ancient one referred to by 
Leicester at Middleton Grange, called Middleton Chapel, which, 
fell into decay probably in the latter half of the fifteenth century, 
or a still more ancient chapel, situated somewhere in the same 
area, which Leicester may be referring to when he records: 

"Richard (de Aston) gave to Hugh Dutton of Dutton sex bovatas terrae 
circa 1230 witnessed by Geoffrey son of Adam de Dutton. These lands belong 
now (1671) to the demain of Dutton, wherein the Chapel of Poosey (now in 
decay) was situate within the parish of Runcorne, and had its name from the 
situation, being seated between the Park-pool and the River; thence called 
Poosey Chapel; for "Ee" or "Ey" signifies a brook in the old Saxon language. 
And so much of the Park of Dutton, lying from Poosey Chapel towards Aston, 
with the little fields above lying up to Aston-town-field, I take to be the lands 
here granted to Dutton . . .

u) P. Leicester, Historical Antiquities", pp. 208-9. The following extract is taken from 
F. Gastrell, Notiliu Cestriensi*, Lhetham Society Publications, Volume V11I, p. 354. 
Chap. Par. ASTON, certified 18.1. 15s. 04d., viz. 5.1 pension from ye crown; 9.1 given by 
Fam. 62. Sr. Willy. Aston, to be paid by his heirs; 3.1. 5s. 4d. Reading wages due from

houses in ye Chappelry, at Is. 4d. per house; £1. interest of £20. given by several 
persons: Surplice fees 10/-. The Easter dues and half of the surplice fees go to the Vicar of 
Runcorn. Interest of £2. 10. 0. given since. Certificate.

Consecrated A.D. 1635 and then made Parochial. Under a Coal of Arms is 
written "Hanc Capella parochial privilegio dcnavit Joh. Bridt>man Epis. Ceslriensis an: 1635 M.S. 
Hulm. 95. 1. 16. f. 32. 2 Wardens. 
DEDICATED TO SAINT PETER.
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It was built in the reign of Henry III and the prior and convent of Norton 
granted to Hugh son of Hugh de Dutton, they would find a chaplain to officiate 
at Poosey for ever, and a lamp burning at the time of Divine Service about 
1236, 20 Hen. Ill Lib. C. fol. 155.q, which chappel was constantly frequented 
by the neighbourhood until Robert Lord Kilmorey (d. 1653) and dame Elinour 
his wife came to live at Dutton, even in our days, who beautified the domestick 
chappel at Dutton; and kept a chaplain in his house constantly, whereunto all 
the neighbourhood resorted every Sunday; then began Poosey Chappel to be 
neglected, and is now totally in decay, some part of the structure yet remaining 
(1666)".

It was suggested in the Cheshire Sheaf (3s., xvii, 60, 66, etc.) that 
this moated site was that of an ancient mansion, probably of timber, 
and that there was in addition a chapel, originally a domestic 
chapel and later devoted to the use of the neighbourhood. Some 
confirmation of this is the fact that adjoining fields were called 
The Chapel Hey and The Little Chapel Hey. A later article in 
the same publication (3s. xxviii, 80) dealt with "Poosey Chapel 
near Dutton" and the writer suggested that as Poosey Chapel or 
Pool's Eye Chapel was not in Dutton township but was near Aston, 
it may have been the one mentioned in the earlier article as Middle- 
ton Chapel. It may be noted that Licences authorising marriages 
at Poosey Chapel were granted in 1624 and 1629.

There is today no trace of either of these ancient chapels. The 
earliest chapel on the site of the present Church at Aston was 
probably built in the first half of the sixteenth century, certainly 
not later than 1542. All that remains of this church is a curiously- 
fashioned stone which lies in the churchyard by the north porch. 
It is much damaged and may have served as a capital or formed 
part of an elaborate finial. Evidently in past centuries the stone 
has been used for the sharpening of spears and knives, deep grooves 
being found on most sides of its surface. A shallow recess is also 
to be observed hollowed out on the top surface, and there may be 
some truth in the local legend that it was used as a plague stone 
in the seventeenth century, money only changing hands after 
being first immersed in the shallow cavity which was filled with 
vinegar. Further evidence of the existence of this chapel is con 
tained in a memorial tablet set up by the first baronet Sir Thomas 
Aston following a refurnishing and restoration in 1637, and now 
placed in the chancel of the present church.

Hoc sacellum 
perantiquae Astonorum prosapiae

sumptibus et pietate 
saeculis retroactis exlructum 

  \   et sanclissimi numinis cultu 
pro more saeculi

institutif,
anno demum salutis MDCXXXVII 

(temporis injuria spoliatum prius
et deformatum) , 

nitore restitutum, Deo sacratum, , , 
et immunitate paroechiali auctum

enixius curavit 
Thomas Aston, baronettus.
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E memorata familia et nomine 
vigesimus quintus haeres numeratus, 

qui cum in sacrarium sepulturae 
sibi et suis designassel, 
primitiis amoris et spei 

uxore et prole 
hie repositis,

Mundum maerore, dolores patientia,
coelum spe contemplans

expectat dissolvi
et cum his 

reponi, reviviscere.' 1 '

Included with the Aston papers which the writer acquired 
recently is a memorandum book in the hand of Sir Willoughby 
Aston Bart. (1640-1702)<2) which contains much information about 
various building dates. Referring to the restoration of the Chapel 
by his father, he quotes the latter's notes,

"Memorandum in the year 1635 in April the Lord Bishop of Chester did 
consecrate my Chappel at Aston to all parochial privileges, and gave the Chancell 
to me and my house for ever for a peculiar Burial place the Charge of the 
Consecration was £3. 9s. 6d. I then new built the Chancell, and wanscoted, 
and glazed, teered, and slated it, and made the partitions betwixt the Chapell 
and Chancell.

Also I made the gallery and Chapell porches and walled in the Chapell yard, 
and made all the gates, in part of this charge the Inhabitants of the three town 
ships were Layed in 5d a house and Sutton Hall in 10s."

With his usual thoroughness for detail Sir Willoughby records this 
restoration in his memorandum book, against the year 1683: 

"The whole charge of building the chancel by my father £454. 2s. 9d. 
Setting up the monument by my father 50. 0. 0.

504. 2. 9d."

In 1697 Sir Willoughby himself erected a memorial to his father 
and his uncle, the inscription on which reads as follows:

" Near this place lie the Bodies of
st
1 Sr Thomas Aston Bar* who by his second wife (Anne, Coheir of her Father, 

Sr Henry Wilughby, of Risley, in the County of Derby, Bar'., and sole 
heir of her mother, Elizabeth, the first Wife of the said Sr Henry, and one 
of the daughters and Coheirs of Henry Knolls of Stanford, in the County of 
Berks, Esquire, by Margaret, the only daughter and Heir of Sr Ambrose 
Cave) had issue, one son, Wilughby and two daughters, Magdalene, married

111 "This chapel, which was built by former generations of the most ancient family of the Astons, 
at their own expense and from religious zeal, and appointed for the worship of the most holy 
God after the custom of the age, was restored to splendour (since it had been damaged and de 
faced by the ravage of time) by the loving care of Sir Thomas Aston, baronet, in the year of our 
salvation 1637, who had it consecrated to all parochial privileges. . . . He was the twenty-fifth 
heir of this renowned family and name, and when he had made choice of a sanctuary for the 
burial of himself and his kindred and had laid to rest there those whom he loved most and on 
whom his hopes were set, namely his wife and offspring, looking upon the world with mourning, 
bearing his grief with patience, and turning to heaven with hope he awaits his ow: n departure, 
with them to be laid in the dust and with them to rise to life again."

12) See Aston deeds, University of Liverpool.



120 ST. PETER, ASTON BY SUTTON

to Robert, the eldest son of Sir Francis Burdett, of Formark, in the County 
of Derby, Bart., and Mary, married to Michael Bidulph, of Polesworth, in 
the County of Warwick, Esqr .
He was born on the 29th of Septr ., 1600, and having distinguished himself 
both by his learning and courage in the defence of Church and State, dy'd 
in the service of his King on the 24th March 1645 

d
11 John, his Brother, who with great Prudence and Fidelity preserv'd the 

Estate and Evidences of his Family from being ruined by sequestration and 
plunder during his life, which ended on the 1st of April 1650, for whom this 
monument is erected by their Heir, Sir Wilughby Aston, Bart 1697."

With the exception of the chancel, which had been restored and 
enlarged by Sir Willoughby Aston about 1697, since, as Leicester 
records, it had been "much defaced in the late [Civil] War", the 
Church was remodelled in 1736, the date inscribed on the lintel of 
the north porch. The present church, therefore, is of two building 
periods, the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The work of 
reconstructing the nave, however, was not completed until 1740; 
an entry in the records of churchwardens' accounts recording : 

"An Assessment of the Townships of Sutton Aston and Aston Grange at a 
pound rate for half a Lay at 2s. in the pound which was made to be collected 
from the Inhabitence (sic) towards the Finishing of Aston Chapel in 1740 by 
Thos. Okell Collector, from which Assessment the seats in the Chapel ought 
to be regulated. Copeyed by Saml. Okell, Junr".

In the lists of assessments for each of the townships, Sir Peter 
Warburton in Sutton is assessed at £4 16s. 7d. for the Hall, i.e. 
Sutton Hall, and Sir Thomas Aston at £6 5s. Od. for the Hall, 
i.e. Aston Hall. The churchwardens' accounts, also include the 
copy of a subscription list, undated, entitled "An Account of the 
several gifts towards Rebuilding Aston Chapsl". Of the total 
£192 subscribed, Lady Aston gave £100 and Sir George Warburton 
£30. The latter was uncle to the Sir Peter Warburton mentioned 
in the assessment, and therefore the date of the subscription list is 
probably the earlier of the two. (1)

(lt The writer is indebted to the Rev. J. A. Davies, the present Vicar of Aston, for his permission 
to publish here the text of the petition for subscriptions towards the rebuilding of the church.

To all and well disposed People to whom these Presents shall come The Petition of 
the Minister Chapel-Wardens and Inhabitants of the Chappelry of Aston in the County 
of Chester 

Sheweth
THAT WHEREAS the Chappel of Aston aforesaid is a very antient piece of Building & chiefly 
built of Timber by length of Time became very much out of Repair & the Roof & Walls thereof 
are very much sunk & bulged out insomuch that (Notwithstanding the great care & Costs which 
the said Inhabitants have heretofore from time to time taken & been put unto in repairing & 
supporting the Same) It is now become necessary to take the said Chappel wholly down & to 
rebuild it with Stone & other proper materials. And an Estimate of the Charge of taking down 
& rebuilding the Same having been made & taken by able & experienced Workmen which upon 
a very moderate Computation amounts to the Sum of Four Hundred & Seventy Nine Pounds & 
upwards besides all the Materials of the old Chappel which said Sum is too large to be raised 
among your Petitioners by any Chappet Ley or Rate to be made or Contributions to be Gathered 
amongst themselves They being Obliged constantly to pay Church Leys towards the Repair of 
the Parish Church of Runcorn (which Church the said Chappel is under) And also by Reason 
that a great many of the Inhabitants of the said Chappelry are only Rack Tenants & therefore 
are not well able to Contribute any great Sums towards the rebuilding the said Chappel THERE 
FORE We humbly desire that You will be pleased to contribute your Charity towards the taking 
down & Rebuilding the said Chappel And Your Petitioners will be always in duty bound to pray 
for You and Lastly We nominate the Reverend Mr Ward Curate of the said Chappel Alexander 
Holford Gentl Agent to Sir Thomas Aston Bart The Chappel Wardens for the time being Thomas 
Hunter John Okell John Harper John Garratt & Thomas Garratt to be Collectors of the said 
Charity & to see it layd out for the Uses above mentioned.
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After many centuries of peaceful existence the hamlet of Aston 
was shaken by a German land mine, which fell close to the south 
east end of the church, on the night of Thursday, 28 November 1940, 
at about 8.30 p.m. The explosion unanchored the roof and created 
much damage throughout the building. A new roof was erected, 
but the church proved almost unusable, and it was decided to hold 
services elsewhere, until the work of restoration was completed. 
Through the generosity of the Trustees of the Methodist Church, 
Sutton Weaver, who offered their chapel to the Parochial Church 
Council, Divine Service continued there without serious interrup 
tion. After much delay, owing to irksome building restrictions, 
the work of restoration at Aston, which was placed in the hands 
of Messrs. Wright and Hamlyn, Architects, of Warrington, com 
menced 30 May 1949, and was completed in June 1950. The 
church was re-hallowed in the presence of a large concourse of 
clergy and people by the Right Rev. Dr. D. H. Crick, Lord Bishop 
of Chester, 27 June 1950. The vicar, Rev. J. A. Davies, conducted 
the service, and the Archdeacon of Chester, Ven. R. V. H. Burne, 
read the Lesson.

Built throughout of pink Runcorn sandstone, the church is of ele 
gant proportions and before the interior was mutilated by enemy ac 
tion was one of the least restored of the early Georgian churches in the 
diocese. The building plan consists of a chancel and nave, with 
north and south porches, and a small western tower added later, sur 
mounted by a bell cupola. The nave and chancel are surmounted by 
a parapet of uniform height, and it is seen that the chancel is slightly 
less than the nave in width. The seventeenth and eighteenth 
century work blend harmoniously together and the masonry is 
similar in character. Certain differences, however, single out the 
chancel as being the finer architecturally of the two building periods. 
For example, the cornice which serves as a broad string course 
around the nave and chancel changes slightly in design where the 
different building periods meet, and of the two, the chancel has the 
finer stone mouldings. The chancel unfortunately received much 
damage from blast and splinter, and the masonry at the east end 
is severely chipped and pitted.

Terminating in a gable, which was formerly surmounted by a 
stone cross which perished in 1940, but was replaced ten years 
later, the east wall has a small circular window with shallow niches 
beautifully proportioned at either side. The niches or recesses 
have thin moulded scrolls with hoods. Above each niche is a 
recessed panel cut into the stone and immediately below a similar 
panel which protrudes in relief. The extremities of the east end 
terminate in two shallow pilasters, the stone blocks being chamfered 
at the corners. The north side of the chancel is without windows 
but has a finely proportioned classical door which opens to that 
section of the yard, which within recent years has been reserved 
as a burial place of the lords of the manor and their families. The 
south wall of the chancel is pierced by three round-headed windows,
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two of which are original, the third having been obliterated when 
the organ chamber was first added in 1897. The two which are 
original are relieved by a moulded scroll round the edge, both 
having bold sills, the only elaboration being two stone panels in 
bold relief immediately below the sills. The entire effect of com 
pelling dignity is achieved by the excellent proportions of the 
chancel, and the superlative quality of the stonework. The sand 
stone is faultlessly dressed, and there is no rubble filling between 
the outer and inner walls. The north and south walls of the nave 
are uniform in design and are each pierced with three round- 
headed windows, in design very similar to the windows in the south 
wall of the chancel.

Of the two porches, the one by the north door is dated 1736 and 
is very reminiscent of the architectural style of Sir John Van- 
brugh. (1) The south porch was completely destroyed by the land 
mine and in the present restoration has been entirely rebuilt. 
Where the nave joins the chancel, (2) there are buttresses on the 
north and south sides with three offsets, which have every appear 
ance of being coeval with the chancel, or possibly earlier in date. 
The organ chamber, which was built out on the south side of the 
chancel in 1897 and rebuilt in 1907, largely perished in the explosion 
of 1940 and has not been rebuilt, the quality of modern work 
providing its own testimonial. The attractive wall sundial which 
formerly was placed on the parapet immediately above the south 
porch, was unfortunately destroyed as a result of the explosion; 
parts of it, however, have been found in the churchyard, and a 
new one has been erected similar in design. The west end of the 
church has a shallow oblong tower, possibly some years later 
in date than the main fabric of the nave, with a circular window 
placed below the string course, and immediately above a small 
copper-faced clock. The tower terminates in two broad scrolls, 
which in effect bring the summit of the tower to a square 
supporting a pleasing stone cupola, which carries a large weather 
vane.

As may be expected, the interior of the church has been slightly 
altered during the recent restoration. Fortunately the original 
seventeenth century chancel flooring remains, but this did not 
extend to the Sanctuary, where a new stone floor has been laid. 
With the exception of this later tiling in the Sanctuary, the paving 
is of white stones eighteen inches square, with insets of black marble 
each four inches square placed at the intersections. This stone 
flooring is very similar in design to that in other chapels of the 
same period.

Of the furniture, the best example is the Holy Table, long hidden 
under a false top and surmounted by a most unfortunate Victorian

fl) Sir Willoughby Aston's diary contains various references to Vanbrugh, which suggests the 
possibility that plans by that brilliant architect may have been used in the rebuilding of Aston 
chapel.

llt The mark of a gable-end in the centre of the west face of the chancel arch, suggests that 
formerly the nave was much smaller than the present one.
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reredos, (1) the legs being obscured by a board to accommodate the 
altar frontals. This table is undoubtedly the work of Robert 
Harper, the Frodsham wood carver, being almost identical with 
the Holy Table which Harper made for the church of St. Lawrence, 
Frodsham, for five pounds (see wardens' accounts) in 1678, where 
it is still to be seen in the north chapel. With the exception of the 
shape the table at Frodsham is square, whilst that at Aston is 
oblong the design in both examples is almost identical. As may 
be. expected, the explosion at Aston in 1940 caused considerable 
damage to the table. However, after comparing it with the con 
temporary example at Frodsham, it is obvious that it was originally 
carved with consoles at the corners, and the semicircular arcades 
between the rails were very probably embellished with acorn drops. (2) 
Within the sanctuary are two fine examples of high-backed Jacobean 
chairs, slightly damaged in the explosion, but subsequently repaired. 
The gallery at the west end of the nave has a panelled front with 
a bold cornice embellished with dentilling. It is supported by four 
wooden piers. The gallery is coeval with the nave, and is reached 
by a circular staircase with two rails having fine balusters. Ori 
ginally it was used by the choir, and in Victorian days as an organ 
chamber, and no doubt in the future will again be used for this 
purpose. (3)

Over the south doorway is a very excellent example of the royal 
arms painted on a wooden panel, with the initials C.R. and dated 
1664. This is one of the finest examples of royal arms which 
remains in the county, and the incumbent has had the panel care 
fully cleaned and replaced in its original position. Over, the north 
door of the nave is a large early eighteenth century heraldic memorial 
panel relating to the Aston family.

Much of the interior wall space of the nave and chancel is occupied 
by memorials, some of a very fine order, particularly those in the 
chancel to the Aston family. On the east wall and to the north 
side of the altar is a dignified memorial which formerly possessed 
two cherubs with inverted torches, holding a shield with the arms

n) At a Vestry Meeting in 1857 it was resolved to make "alterations" and improvements to 
the Church. The building was re-roofed, and the following items were given by Sir Arthur Ingram 
Aston, G.C.B.: a new Organ by Flight & Son of London, a handsome carved oak pulpit, a 
handsome carved oak Baptismal Font, a Communion Service in silver, consisting of Flagon, 
Chalice, Paten and plate with an inscription thereon, contained in a polished oak box, a new set 
of fair linen communion cloths, a turret clock by Handley of Runcorn, a handsome stained window, 
East end, and a handsome stained window, West end. In addition to the above he re-roofed 
and put a new ceiling in the Chancel. He also ornamented the Chancel by having all the plain 
oak panels covered with carved oak, and added an ornamental carved oak panel over the com 
munion table.

<2) The Rev. J. A. Davies writes: "The Communion Table has been beautifully repaired by 
Mr. W. Badrick, cabinet-maker, who resides in the parish, and it has also been enlarged so as to 
be usable without a false top. The Victorian reredos was damaged beyond decent repair, and 
has been replaced by riddel posts and curtains."

131 The Rev. J. A. Davies writes: "In the restoration of 1949-50 the organ was erected in the 
gallery, and a third window placed in the Chancel instead of the organ chamber, built in 1897. 
The existing plan of organ and Chancel is a reversion to the original design of Aston Chapel, 
which was unfortunately interfered with some fifty years ago. The choir, however, remains in 
the Chancel, the whole of which is no longer occupied by the Aston family pews as in former 
times (see Appendix, Note 1). During repairs in 1950 ancient beams were discovered under the 
gallery floor, but owing to the presence of dry-rot these have had to be replaced with new timber. 
The ancient beams were no doubt part of the original gallery which Sir Thomas Aston had erected 
in the first half of the seventeenth century.



126 ST. PETER, ASTON BY SUTTON

of Aston and Widdrington (quartering Gules and Argent over all a 
bend Sable) on an escutcheon of pretence, under a canopy. These 
were dislodged during the bomb explosion, and have been restored 
with the other interior monuments.

Near this place lies the body of Sr 
Thomas Aston, Bart who married 
Katherine, youngest daughter and 
coheir of William Widdrington, esq. 
by whom he had issue Thomas, and 
eight daughters, Katherine, Mary 
Elizabeth, Magdalen, Jane, Anne 
Sophia, and Margaret. He was born 
the 17th Jan. 1665-6, and died the 16th 
of Jan 1724-5. Here also lies the body 
of dame Katherine his wife, who was 
born in November 1676 and departed this 
life on the 10th April 1752

On the south side of the altar is a similar monument which has 
survived without damage, over which are two cherubs flying and 
supporting a shield with the arms of Aston impaling Offley, Argent, 
on a cross fleury, Azure, a lion passant, Or.

Sir Wilughby Aston Bart, 
born on the 5th July 1640,

married Mary, the dau. of John Offley of Madley in the 
county of Stafford, esq. by whom he had issue eight sons

Thomas, John, Wilughby, Arthur, 
Gilbert, Richard, Robert and Edward;

and thirteen daughters,
Mary, Magdalene, Frances, Elizabeth, Christian, Chariot, 

Dorothy, Anne, Bridget, Katherine, Purefoy, Helena,
and Letitia, 

Built the capital! house at Aston, and this chancell
much larger than the former.

Dyed on the 14th December 1702, having ordered the
following text of scripture to be engraved on his monument,

now erected near the place where his body lies interr'd.
Ecclesiastes 6.12.

Who knoweth what is good for man in this life,
all the days of his vain life, which he spendeth

as a shadow? for who can tell a man what
shall be after him under the sun ?

Here also lies the body of dame Mary his wife,
who was born on the 3rd of February 1649-50,

and departed this life on the 22d January 1711-12.

On the north wall of the chancel is a neat marble tablet with an 
alabaster surround and moulding, with the arms of Aston impaling 
Pulteney, Azure, a fesse dancette, Gules, in chief three leopards, head's 
cabossed, Sable.

The lady Magdalen Aston
daughter and coheyre of Sr.

John Pultney of Pultney
com. Leicester, kt 

dyed the 2d of June 1635.
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Had issue, Jane, Robert, Thomas, and Elizabeth,
(three of which early seynts dyed in her life)
Thomas (a chyld of great hope) survived her,
but soone left her inheritance for her grave.

He died the 23d of January 1637, ae'tis sexto,
to whose memories

her sad husband, his father
Sr Thomas Aston, baronett,

dedicates this sacred
amoris ergo,

Heere, reader, in this sad but glorious cell 
of Death, lyes shrinde a double miracle 
of woman and of wife, and each soe best 
Shee may be Fames fayre coppy to the rest. 
The virgin heere a blush soe chast might learne 
Till through the blood shee virtue did discerne; 
Heere might the Bryde upon her wedding day 
At once both knowe to love and to obey, 
Till shee grewe wife soe perfect and refynd 
To bee but body to her husbands mynd. 
The tender Mother heere might learne such love 
And care, as shames the Pellican and dove, 
But Fame and Truth noe more, for should you fynd 
And bring each grace and beauty of her mynd, 
Wonder and envy both would make this Grave 
Theyr Court, and blast that peace her ashes have.

Adjoining this tablet is a mural monument displaying the arms of 
Aston impaling Shish; Barry wavy of six pieces Argent and Azure; 
on a chief wavy Gules, two anchors erect, Or.

Here lyes the body
of Dame Rebecca Aston,

wife of sir Thomas Aston, bart;
daughter of John Shish of Greenwich,

in the county of Kent esq.
She was born November the 25th 1717

and died May the 16th 1737.
leaving no issue. 111

Other memorials are erected to the memory of Henry Hervey 
Aston, who died in 1785, and his wife Catherine, youngest daughter 
of Edward Dicconson of Wrightington Hall, Lancashire; Catherine 
Lepel Legard, 1760-1833, daughter of Henry and Catherine Aston 
and wife of Sir John Legard, Bart., of Ganton, Yorkshire; Colonel 
Henry Hervey Aston, 1761-1798, and his wife Harriet, daughter of 
the ninth Viscount Irwin; Henry Charles Hervey Aston, 1792-1821; 
Arthur Wellington Hervey Aston, 1816-1839; Harriet, daughter of

Rev. J. A. Davies writes: "In the north wall of theIn a letter dated 16 January 1950, the

e to Sir Willoughby Aston and his sonThe memorial is a typically 'Aston' one, similar to thos
Thomas which adorn the east wall."
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Henry Charles Hervey Aston and wife of the Honourable and 
Reverend Arthur Chetwynd Talbot, Rector of Ingestre; Harriet 
Elizabeth Frances Bridgeman, 1791-1853, daughter of Colonel 
Henry Hervey Aston and wife of Colonel Edward Bridgeman; 
Charles Arthur Chetwynd Talbot, 1834-1869, eldest son of the 
Reverend A. C. Talbot; and Sir Arthur Ingram Aston, 1798-1859, 
minister plenipotentiary at the court of Spain from 1839 to 1843. 
To the south side of the chancel arch within the nave, is a circular 
monument, which records: 

"Here lies the body of Thomas Hibbins 
of Rowton in the county of Salop, Gent, who 
served faithfully as Steward to Sir 
Willughby Aston and Sir Thomas Aston 
at Aston 25 years. He died 16th Oct. 
1706. 

Anno aetatis 62 out eo circifer. "'

In the churchyard, by the north porch is a seventeenth century 
Restoration sandstone font, (2) having a circular base, and an 
arched cover. The latter cut from two blocks of stone is unique 
in Cheshire. The font was possibly thrown out of the church 
when the present ornate extravagantly carved font was placed 
under the gallery in 1857, the gift of Sir Arthur Ingram Aston, G.C.B.

The monuments and headstones in the churchyard, as might be 
expected following the devastation of the church by the landmine, 
suffered great havoc, and many of the tombs collapsed. It is to 
be hoped that the yard will be restored as far as possible to its 
former order, and the existing memorials re-erected. It is pleasing 
to observe that on the south side of the graveyard, with the exception 
on one marble memorial, all the memorials are of grey stone or 
sandstone. Tombstones with dates anterior to the remodelling 
of the chapel in 1736, record the deaths of John Egerton, 7 August 
1652, Elizabeth Bancroft, 1690, Robert Barrow, 1691, John Okell,

uth sides and until 1950 at the east end of the

now lies immediately outside the chancel door.

W1131UJJ3 UC11I£ 111 IUC pallMl Ul <VU1HU111. Ill W1111C1UU3

ide of the discovery in recent times in Runcorn Parish Church'History of Cheshire" mention is ma

year Io35 the Lord Bishop or Chester did consecrate my Chappel at Aston to all parochial pn' 
leges," though the separate parish of Aston-by-Sutton was not formed until 1861.

121 According to an old seating plan dated 1857 (see appendix note I) the original position of 
the stone font was close to the chancel arch on the south side of the nave.
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1697, i 1 ' Edward Woodhouse, 1718, and Mary Woodhouse, 1731. 
Also of interest are the following: 

Chloe Gambia a negress 
Who died at Aston Hall the 12th 
Sept. 1838 aged 77 years or 
thereabouts. She lived in 
the Aston family 70 years.

Here lieth the body of 
Mary Ulidge wife of John 
Illidge of Aston who died 
March 3rd 1842 aged 58 years 
She was afflicted with the 
Dropsy and underwent 9 operations 
in 23 months. She had 178 quarts 
of water taken from her during 
that time.' 21

The church plate at Aston is of special importance. The Inven 
tory set out in the Terrier of 1789 (see appendix note 2) records: 

In the Chancel A Communion Table with a Crimson woollen Carpet and for 
the time of Administering the Lords Supper a Decent Linen Cloth, One of French 
plate Guilt with Gold Chal.ce, One small paten of French plate Guilt, One large 
Silver paten, One Two Quart Silver Flagon, Two small Boxes to Receive the 
Alms of the Communicants (the Above plate Carpet and Linen provided by 
the Aston family and the plate and linin kept at the Hall).

The chalice and the small and large patens still survive. The silver 
gilt chalice and the small paten are unique in the diocese, being 
pre-Reformation and probably the work of French craftsmen of 
the late fifteenth century. In wondering, how these beautiful 
examples of the art of the mediaeval silverwork escaped the attention 
of Henry VIIFs commissioners, it can only be assumed that they 
were preserved by the Aston family during the upheavals of the 
Reformation and that later generations failed to recognise their 
true age and importance. (3)

The church bell bears the inscription "Crescent city 1870" and is 
thought to have been originally a ship's bell. At a vestry meeting 
held in 1872, "The Minister and Wardens consented to the old bell 
belonging to the church being removed to the new Aston School 
and the bell presented by James Campbell Esquire being fixed in 
the Church". As regards the "old bell" removed in 1872, all 
trace is lost, the present school having been again rebuilt early this 
century. Enquiries in the district led to the estate yard of Mr.

ul It is interesting to note that this tomb was opened as recently as 1891 and 1917 for the burial 
of Ellen, daughter of William Okell, and of Mary Okell of Sutton Weaver, respectively.

' ' This stone is reminiscent of the tablet placed on the wall of the south aisle at nearby Frodsham 
(St. Lawrence), which reads: 

Near this place lies the 
body of Peter Banner carpenter 
of Frodsham who died of Dropsy 
Oct. 21st 1749 aged 50. 
In 33 weeks he was tapped 
58 times and had 1032 quarts 
of water taken from him". 

< 31 The plate is described and illustrated in TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 101, pp. 170-175.
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R. E. Done, which is in close proximity to the church. Hidden 
behind his bench the Vicar and the writer found two bells of un 
certain age, but not the original church bell, the smaller of the two 
being inscribed "Rev. E. P. Campbell". This bell no doubt 
belonged to a priest of that name, who was assistant curate some 
time in the 1870's, during the incumbency of the Rev. E. Marsden.

The Registers date from 1635, but curious gaps occur. The 
first entry of Baptisms is 5 July 1635. Entries appear to be com 
plete to the end of 1645. Then appears one entry for 1646 as 
follows: "Joseph Huson sonne of Rondle Huson a Stranger 
Baptised March 29th 1646 by Mr. John Pemberton, the first day 
of his settling with us to be our Minister". Parish registers generally 
were very badly kept during the Commonwealth, and in few in 
stances are there more than a few entries. Then follow one entry 
for each of the years 1664, 1665, 1666, 1669. Consecutive entries 
recommence 21 May 1671 and continue to the present day without 
break. In the Register of Baptisms Book I, 1635-1762, there is 
this note on the fly-leaf: Donum Thomas Aston Baronetti Anno 
Domini 1636. In Book II, 1762-1812, the fly-leaf has this note:  
"Samuel Okell Junr. entered this Register 23 years, for which he 
was paid 2/- per annum". The Register of Marriages begins in 
April 1635 and continues to June 1645. Entries recommence in 
May 1671 as follows: 1671-1718, 1721-1736, 1739, 1742, 1744, 
1747, 1749, 1751, 1752, 1753, 1756, and on to the present day.

The Register of Burials begins in April 1635, and continues until 
April 1646 when there is a gap until 1671. Entries are then com 
plete to the present day except that there are no entries for 1759 
and only one for 1760. A form of burial certificate appears for 
the first time in 1678, with affidavit and certificate confirming that 
the deceased was buried in wool according to the act. This refers 
to the law of 1 August 1678, which directed that the corpse should 
be "buried in neither shirt nor sheet other than should be made of 
wooll only" ... the object of the statute being to aid the home 
woollen trade and prevent foreign imports of linen. However, 
people of rank and wealth still preferred to pay the penalty of five 
pounds and continue to use linen. There is evidence of this from 
the following entries: 

"John Ashton of Aston buried May the 4th 1686 in 
linnen the penalty being paid according to the Act 
of Parliamt".

"se (Sir) Wilughby Aston of Aston Barrtt buried 
in Linnen decembr 19th 1702"

Another entry in the Registers concerns the marriage of Jane 
Aston, daughter of Sir Thomas Aston, 3rd Baronet, to Francis 
Gastrell, 21 May 1752. The Rev. Francis Gastrell, M.A., was 
vicar of Frodsham, Cheshire, from 1740 until his death in 1772. 
His wife survived him by almost twenty years, dying at Lichfield 
30 October 1791. Their monument is by the north door of the
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church of St. Lawrence, Frodsham. Francis Gastrell, although a 
clergyman of considerable means, was possessed of a somewhat 
disagreeable nature. In 1756 he bought Shakespeare's New Place 
in Stratford on Avon, took up residence there and apparently 
visited Frodsham as infrequently as possible without imperilling 
his title. Whilst living in Stratford, Gastrell was greatly annoyed 
by visitors gazing over his garden wall to see the famous mulberry 
tree planted by Shakespeare, and in a fit of rage one day he had it 
chopped down, much to the anger of the townspeople. Later he 
came into conflict with the burgesses of Stratford about the non 
payment of his taxes; whereupon he apparently became so in 
censed that, possibly as a form of revenge, he razed the New Place 
to the ground and returned to Frodsham. The Gentleman's 
Magazine of 1791, Vol. 61. p. 1159, under the heading "Obituary of 
considerable Persons with Biographical Anecdotes", records: 

"At Stow-hill, near Lichfield, Mrs. Gastrell, sister to Mrs. Walmsley [wife of 
Johnson's first friend] and sister also of the lady of whom Johnson used to 
speak with the warmest admiration, by the name of 'Molly Aston' [who after 
wards married Capt. Brodie of the navy] Mrs. Aston and her sister Mrs. 
Gastrell, had each a house and garden and pleasure-ground, prettily situated 
upon Stow-hill, a gentle eminence adjoining to Lichfield. Mrs. G's husband 
was the clergyman who, while he lived at Stratford upon Avon, where he was 
proprietor of Shakespeare's garden, with "Gothic barbarity cut down his 
mulberry-tree and, as Dr. Johnson assured me, did it to vex his neighbours. 
His lady, I have reason to believe, participated in the guilt of what the enthusiasts 
of our immortal bard deem almost a species of sacrilege". (BoswelFs Life of 
Johnson, Vol. II, p. 40.)

The churchwardens' accounts begin in 1761 and continue without 
a break until the present day. There is also a record of offerings 
at Communion Services from 1782 to 1876. Amongst the items 
in churchwardens' accounts are: 

	£ S D
1761 Paid Mr. Ward for Reading to keep the Lords Day. 020
1771 Paid for three quarts of Ale to Charles Houghton 0 1 0
1782 To cleaning Capel after Rush bearing 010
1794 To Cash pd for an Umbrella 1 11 6
1797 Repairing the Bassoon &c. 0 12 6
1822 Robert Savage for Learning the Singers. 7160
1826 Cunningham bill for curtains for singers seat 0 13 10£

Singers. 300
1828 Pd. for repairing umbrella for use of Chapel. 006

The church is also in possession of a complete list of the wardens 
from the year 1761. The following is a list of the chaplains and 
vicars of Aston, with notes from Foster's Alumni Oxonienses.

1591 John Janion.
1608 Henry Hey. (of co. Lane, pleb. Brasenose Coll., matric. 13 Oct.

1598. ag. 15.) 
1620-45 Robert Martin B.A. The following entry appears in the Register of

Burials: 
"Robert Martin, the first settled Minister at this Chappel of Aston.
After 25 years diligent paines spent in preaching the word of God
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amongst his Chapellrie; In the LXXth yeare of his Age departed this 
life on Friday the 13th day of June; Was Buryed the Saturday following 
being the 14th of the same moneth, Anno Domini 1645". (of Cheshire, 
pleb. Brasenose Coll., matric. 27 April 1599, ag. 20, B.A., 26 Oct. 1602.)

1646-64 John Pemberton.
1664 Robert Hill.
1669 James Whatmough B.A. (son of Robert, of Loton, Lanes, pleb. 

Brasenose Coll., matric 20 March 1634/5, ag. 19, B.A. 27 Oct. 1638. 
Another J. W. pp. Queen's Coll. matric 3 July 1663, B.A., 1667.)

1674 Ambrose Rae M.A. (from Magd. Coll., Camb. 1664-5; M.A., 1669. 
Incorporated Oxford 13 July 1669, rector of Wakes Colne, Essex, 1678.)

1679 Humfrey Onely B.A. (son of Humfrey of Stafford, p.p. Christ Church 
Coll., matric 18 March 1669-70, ag. 17, B.A. 1674.)

1681 Thomas Woodfall. (Will of Thomas Woodfall of Stockholme, clerk, 
proved Chester 1736. Stockham, once in Runcorn parish and now 
in that of Halton)

1728 Nathanael Ward B.A. (son of Philip of Sanbadge (Sandbach) Ches., 
pleb. Queen's Coll. matric. 25 May 1721, ag. 18; B.A. 12 Feb. 1724-5)

1762 Peter Hughes B.A. (son of Edward, of Llanhassa (Llanasa) co. Flint, 
gent. Brasenose Coll. matric 12 April 1736, ag. 19; B.A., 1739.) 
Entry at end of Register: Mr. Hughes came to Aston Chapel 1762".

1769 Thomas Jones. The following entry appears in the Register of 
Burials: "The Revd. T. Jones, Curate of the perpetual Curacy of 
Aston died 24th June 1782, and was succeeded by the Revd. Thomas 
Jeffes."

1782 Thomas JefTes.
1826 Samuel Bagnall. (3rd son of Thomas, of Hollins Green, Lanes, 

esquire. Brasenose Coll., matric. 12 April 1820, ag. 18.)
1844-96 Edward Marsden, M.A. (Crockford 1881: Edward Marsden, Aston, 

Preston Brook, Cheshire. Late Somerset scholar of St. John's Coll., 
Camb. B.A. 1839, M.A., 1842. deacon, 1839, priest, 1840, by Bishop 
of Chester. Minister of Aston by Sutton 1844. Chaplain of Runcorn 
Union 1858, etc.) Appointed first vicar of the new parish of Aston, 
1861.

1896-1912 Charles Wray.
1912-26 Urban Lindsay Johnstone, M.A., LL.B., T.C.D., subsequently Per 

petual Curate of Smallwood, 1926-35, Rector of Badlesmere with 
Leaveland, 1935-40, Moreton Corbel, 1940-48, died in retirement, 
1951.

1926-1929 Henry Rees Jones, B.A.
1929-46 Arthur Gray Jones, B.A., Lamp., d. 1908, p. 1910, St. As., c. Prestatyn, 

1908-9, Rhosddu, 1909-11, St. Oswald, Chester, 1911-14, T.C.F., 
1916-17, c. Brinksway, 1914-21, v. Holy Trin. Northwich, 1921-29, 
St. Luke, Dunham Hill, 1946-48, died 1948.

1946 John Arthur Davies, Hon. C.F., Late Scho. of St. D. Coll., Lamp., 
B.A. 1937. Qu. Coll. Birm. 1937. d. 1938, p. 1939, Ches. c. All 
SS., Hoole, 1938^1; C.F. 1941^6; c-in-c. St. Peter, Aston-by-Sutton, 
1946, v. from 1947.

APPENDIX I

PLAN OF ASTON CHAPEL SHOWING THE ALLOTMENT 
OF PEWS 1857

The Aston family pews were on the north and south sides of the 
chancel, the space now occupied by the choir-stalls, facing in 
wards. (1) The south wall of the chancel is pierced by three windows,

111 A smaller family pew was later erected in its present position in the chancel by the north 
wall, immediately in front of the wooden partition between the nave and chancel.
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one of which was removed in 1897 to make way for an organ 
chamber, but the original number of three was restored in 1949.

The pulpit, below which was the Minister's reading-desk, stood 
immediately to the north of the entrance to the chancel, where now 
stands the wooden partition between nave and chancel. The 
present pulpit stands a little further to the north, within the nave, 
at the junction of the chancel arch and the north wall of the nave.

The font, probably the one at present in the churchyard, stood 
on the opposite side to the pulpit, i.e. to the south of the entrance 
to the chancel, and within the nave. The present font, given in 
1857, is at the west end under the centre of the gallery.

Under the gallery on the south side was the vestry, as now, and 
on the north side the coal was kept. 11 ' This space is now used as 
a choir vestry, the fuel being kept in the boiler house under the 
south porch.

The organ was situated in the gallery in the north-west corner. 
In 1897 an organ chamber was built on the south side of the chancel. 
This has been considered technically unsatisfactory by present-day 
organ builders, and the organ has been re-erected in the centre of 
the gallery, and the chamber demolished.

There were thirteen pews on either side of the nave, and ten in 
the gallery. <2) With the exception of the six pews under the gallery, 
which were free, all the pews in the nave were allotted to families. 
Of the pews in the gallery, six were free, and the remainder allotted 
to Aston Hall Men Servants (1), Aston Hall Maid Servants (1) and 
the Choir (2). The Aston Hall Upper Servants had a pew in the 
nave.

APPENDIX II

Terrier of 1789

A full and true Terrier describing the Parsonage House and Outhouses, 
Glebe Lands, Timber, Augmentations, Gifts, Dues, Rights, Furniture, Utensils, 
Books, &c belonging to the Chapel, Minister, Clerk and Sexton of the Parochial 
Chapel at Aston within the Parish of Runcorn and County of Chester, exhibited 
by the Minister and Chapel Wardens unto the Bishop of Chester's Register the 
4th Day of May 1789. In Pursuance of Articles and Directions given for that 
purpose and to be answered at a primery Visitation held at Frodsham by the 
Right Reverend and Father in God, William Lord Bishop of Chester or his 
Vicar General.

IMPRIMIS The Parsonage House consisting of a hall, floor flaged, parlor 
floor flaged, kitchen and pantry floors brick, four lodging rooms above floored 
with bords, inside the walls plastered, the walls brick covered with thatch 
Item One cow house in breadth 11 feet, length 24 feet, walls brick covered with

111 The Rev. J. A. Davies writes: "The blackened interior of the oblong tower at the west end 
suggests that this was used in former times as a chimney in connection with the heating of the 
Church, a fire being kindled at the base of the tower. Hence the advantage of storing the coal 
near this point."

''" This is the present seating arrangement, except on the north side of the nave, from which 
one pew was removed some years ago to make room for a choir vestry, which was curtained off 
from the rest of the church. A new choir vestry, of a more permanent nature, is now under 
construction.
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thatch Item One swinecot walls brick covered with thatch Item One carthouse 
walls timber covered with thatch. The aforesaid buildings all built by the 
present Minister. Item One stable, one barn, one large bay all joined together; 
walls timber (except one gable, built by the present Minister, of brick), covered 
with thatch, in length 41 foot, breadth 18 foot. Item One orchard house and 
yard included, measuring 35 perches. Item One encroachment of land laid 
to the yard, measuring 6 perches, for which the tenant pays yearly Is. to Thos. 
Marshal Esq.

Item One close of meadow land called the Barn Croft containing by measure
1 quarter and 8 perches Item one close of meadow land called the Gighole 
Croft containing by measure 1 Quarter and 13 perches Item one close of arable 
land, called the pit field containing by measure 1 Acre, 3 quarters and 18 perches. 
Item one close of Arable land called the Butchers field containing by measure
2 acres and 18 perches. Item One close of arable land called the Thistle Hay, 
containing by measure 1 acre 3 quarters and 25 perches. Item One close of 
arable land called the Rough field, containing by measure 1 acre 2 quarters and 
27 perches. Item One close of arable land called the Marl field, containing by 
measure 1 acre 3 quarters and 35 perches. Item One close of arable land 
called the Nearer Meadow, containing by Measure 1 acre 2 quarters and 15 
perches. Item One close of arable land called the Further Meadow, containing 
by measure 1 acre 1 quarter and 18 perches. Item the Chapel yard measuring 
17 perches of large Cheshire measure, being 8 yards to the perch.

The aforesaid fields (except Chapel yard) lying in a ring fence and bounded 
on the north side so far as the Two fields called the pit field and Thistle Hay, 
by the lands of Mr. Marshal, called the Bating Yard and on the aforesaid north 
side opposite the Marl field by the lands of Thos. Bagaly called the white acre, 
and bounded on the west side opposite the Marl field and further Meadow by 
the lands of Thos. Bagaly called the Blay croft and on the south side bounded 
by the lands of Thomas Bagaly called the Marl field, Middle field and Higher- 
field, lying opposite the fields called the further meadow, nearer meadow, 
Rough field and Butchers field, and on the east opposite the Orchard, Barn 
Croft, and Gighole Croft, bounded by the lands of Mr. Marshal, and on the 
north so far as the Orchard and Yard, by the Common.

Item the Estate has a right of Common of pasture but the commoning being 
small it is but of little use to the Temant (sic) or Estate. Item the fences of the 
aforesaid closes (except the Chapel yard fence stone) Thorns, Item timber, 
Trees number seventy oak growing upon the Glebe Lands value fifteen pounds. 
Item the aforesaid Estate lying in Sowelwich (?) in the parish of Davenham 
and County of Chester, subject to a yearly reserved Rent of two shillings, paid 
to the Lord of the Mannor. Item Occupiers, name Elizabeth Slater, rent 
twenty pounds, payable half yearly. Item in Leftwich in the parish of Daven 
ham and County of Chester, one inclosed meadow called Commissary or Aston 
Meadow, containing by measure 1 acre and 1 quarter of Cheshire measure, 
bounded on the south and part west by the River Dane or Daven. The re 
mainder of the west side bounded by the lands of Sir John Lester called the 
Commissary Meadow, on the east by the lands of Sir John Lester called the 
Wear Meadow, and on the north by the land of the said Sir John Lester called 
the Uper Commissary. The aforesaid Commissary or Aston Meadow has but 
six yards of fencing which is at the east end, betwixt the Wear Meadow; occu 
pier's name Joseph Fowl(s), rent £6. 16s. 6d. payable half yearly.

Item, there is nine pounds a year paid off the Aston Estate, given by Sir 
Thos. Aston, the payments being quarterly to the Minister. Item, there is in 
the Treasurer of Qeen (sic) Ann's Bounty Treasury, twenty pounds which the 
Tresurer pays interest for, after the rate of two per cent to the Minister. Item, 
there is in possession of Thos. Spakeman of Dutton in the parish of Great 
Budworth, twenty two pounds and ten shillings upon his note which he pays 
interest for, after the rate of five pounds per cent yearly to the Minister, which 
said sum of £22. 10s. was raised as follows: 
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Imprimis Lawrence Prophett gave £5,
Richard Dugdale of Aston Grange gave £5.
In the year of our Lord 1697. Richard Okel of Sutton gave £5.
In the year 1702, Robert Okel of Sutton gave £5.
In the year 1715, Thomas Garnett of Aston Grange gave £2. 10s.

which said sums amount to £22 10s., as before mentioned and given to this 
Intent, that the interest produce and proceed(s) thereof should be paid to the 
Minister of Aston Chapel for the time being, and his successors.

Item, there is five pounds settled by a Decree of Augmentations dated 20th 
of January 33d. of Henry 8th, yearly paid at the Auditor's office, Chester. 
Item, in the Chancel a communion table with a crimson woollen carpet, and for 
the time of administering the Lord's Supper, a decent linen cloth, one of French 
plate guilt with gold Chalice, one small paten of French plate guilt, one large 
silver paten, one two quart silver flagon, two small boxes to receive the alms 
of the communicants. (The above plate, carpet and linen provided by the 
Aston family, and the plate linin (sic) kept at the Hall). One Communion 
prayer book, given by the Rev. Peter Hughes, one large bible, one large prayer 
book at the reading desk, one large prayer book for the clerks use, one book of 
homilies, one small book of offices, one large book to write the accounts in, 
one parchment book to write the Register of Baptisms and Burials in, one 
large book for registering of marriages, one book for memorandums relating 
to the Chapel rates, one old register, one crimson cushon (sic) for the pulpit, 
one table of commandments set up in the Chancel, one bell, two ladders, two 
biers, two large black clothes or palls, two shovels, two brushes, five dale plank 
used at funerals, one looking glass, two surplices, one large oak chest in the 
vestry to keep the register and account books in, all provided at the expense 
of the Chapelry. The Chapel and yard fence (except the Chancel) repaired by 
the Chapelry, the Chancel repaired by the Aston family.

Item, for every marriage by licence, to Minister five shillings, to Clerk one 
shilling. Item, for every marriage by publication of Banns, to Minister two 
shillings and sixpence, to Clerk one shilling. Item to Minister for publishing 
the Banns, one shilling. Item, for churching a woman to Minister, one shilling 
and four pence. Item for every burial, the person to be buried being an inhabi 
tant of Aston, Aston Grange, Sutton or Middleton Grange, to Minister, one 
shilling and four pence, and to Clerk acting as Sexton also two shillings. Item, 
for every burial, the person to be buried not being an inhabitant of Aston, 
Aston Grange, Sutton or Middleton Grange, to Minister two shillings and eight 
pence, and to Clerk acting as Sexton four shillings. Item, for every tomb 
erected in the chapel yard, to Minister ten shillings, and for every headstone 
three shillings and six pence. Item, the Clerk acting as Sexton wages two pounds 
a year by custom, paid by the Chapelry. Item, the Clerk and Sexton appointed 
by the Chapelry.

Witness our hands this third day of May 1789.
Thos. Jeffes. Minister. 

Saml. Okell Junr.1 rh!, npi 
James Rider. / Chapel

Inhabitants.

John Beckett 
John Redish 
John Venables 
Obediah Sant 
Peter Okell 
John Antwis 
Thos. Cawley 
Robert Jones 
Saml. Okell 
John Cawley

Sutton 
Aston Grange 
Sutton. 
Aston Grange. 
Sutton. 
Aston Grange. 
Aston Grange. 
Aston. 
Sutton. 
Sutton.

' 
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THE CHAPEL OF ST. GEORGE, CARRINGTON

The church, the vicarage and the school stand together within 
their own enclosures, and are connected by communicating gates. 
They look over a flat, uninteresting, and treeless landscape, with 
the River Mersey and the Manchester Ship Canal to the north, 
and a great expanse of industrial development rapidly growing to 
the south-east. The township of Carrington was until recently 
largely owned by the Earl of Stamford, whose ancestor Sir George 
Booth of Dunham married Jane, sole daughter and heiress of John 
Carrington of Carrington. The present chapel was built by Isaac 
Shaw during the years 1757-9 at the sole expense of Mary, Countess 
of Stamford. On 1 September 1759 it was dedicated to St. George, 
and served as a chapel of ease to Bowdon until constituted a separate 
parish in 1887. The building is architecturally plain and unpre 
tentious, built of bricks in the characteristic Flemish Bond style of 
the day. The roof is flagged with stone slabs, and the west end is 
surmounted by an octagonal cupola made of wood and containing 
one bell inscribed, "The gift of Harry, Earl of Stamford to St. 
George's Chapel in Carrington 1760". According to various 
records of repairs contained in the warden's accounts, the cupola 
formerly possessed a "weatherbird".

The chapel is very typical of its period, oblong in shape with a 
small apse or chancel at the east end. The west end has two tall 
round-headed windows, which have been sealed at some period 
many years ago, probably at the time the gallery was built in 1829. 
The north side has three tall round-headed windows, and over the 
doorway a lesser window in length but of similar proportion. The 
north doorway is the only entrance into the chapel, the sandstone 
surrounds being of good classical proportions. The eastern jamb 
has carved on the surface, possibly by boys from the adjoining 
school, a miscellaneous collection of names and initials, some 
dated as early as the eighties of the eighteenth century. The south 
wall is pierced by four windows all uniform in character with 
those on the north side, each having chamfered stones beneath 
the springing of the arches with plain keystones rising from bold 
stone sills. The east end terminates in a shallow chancel lighted 
by a good Palladian window of three lights, and immediately above 
the chancel promontory is a circular window, which gives light to 
the roof space above the plaster ceiling.

The churchyard is surrounded on the north, east and south sides 
by a low wall coeval with the chapel, similarly constructed of brick 
and surmounted by a stone ridge. A wicket gate at the south-east 
corner of the churchyard leads to the vicarage, a dwelling which 
has lost most of its Georgian character in subsequent alterations, 
the staircase being the best feature, despite the applications of
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many coats of treacly paint. By the gate to the vicarage is a much- 
weathered octagonal sundial post of grey stone, the dial plate of 
which has been lost within recent years. The churchyard largely 
consists of recumbent slabs. The grave of the first priest at Car- 
rington is to be found immediately outside the vicarage at the 
south-east corner of the yard and bears the inscription: 

To the 
Memory of

The Reverend John Foster > 
Minister of this chapel 
who departed his life

on Tuesday the 
28th day of January 1823 

in the 87th year of his age.

In close proximity is a row of ten slabs dedicated to the Daine 
family, the succession of which is only interrupted by two slabs 
to the Hollinworth family. The first and oldest Daine stone reads 

"Here resteth the body of John Daine, 
of Flixton, who departed this life April 18th 1804 
age 95 years. Also Elizabeth wife of John Daine of Flixton 
who died 26th January 1767, in the 62nd year of her age."

The interior of Carrington Chapel is but little changed since the 
building was erected in 1759. The walls are plastered, and the roof 
is ceiled with a light moulding at the extremities, which terminate 
in coved sides. The seating of the chapel is very largely original, 
box pews set out in four bays, two to the centre, one to the north 
and one to the south with communicating aisles. It is to be hoped 
that this furnishing will be preserved, in order that posterity might 
see an early Georgian East Cheshire Church completely unrestored.

The Stamford pew is situated at the extreme south-east end of 
the south side, and the adjoining one is reserved for the residents 
of Carrington Hall. A feature of the seating is the heavy, rough 
oak planking placed over the original stone flooring. Several of 
the old Georgian pews still retain brass labels, for example,

John Fletcher. Joseph Owen. Tradesman. No. 46.
in Carrington. Sep 1st. Will"1 Burgess. 111
August 10th 1759. 1759. 

South Aisle No. 30 John Owen.

Numbers remain on most of the doors, and when the chapel was 
built in 1759, the first occupants who paid rent to the minister in 
that year according to the warden's books were as follows 

Price of the Pew
No. of Pew. Persons names who rent Pew. per year. 
Num  1. Mrs. Arstingstall 0. 6. 0.

2. Ex". Reginald Kelsall. . 0. 6. 0.
3. Abraham Moss. 0. 5. 0.
4. Josuah Potts. 0. 5. 0.

111 Wm. Burgess was a basket-maker and craftsman.
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Price of the Pew
No. of Pew. Persons names who rent Pew. per year.

5. John Royle. 0. 5. 0.
6. Peter Goodier. 0. 4. 0.
7. Mr. Fletcher. 0. 4. 0.
8. Lydie Yates and Thomas Sidall. 0. 4. 0.
9. Richd Wm Owen. 0. 3. 0.

10. Wra Renshal & Thos. Penny. 0. 3. 0.
  11. Mr. Shaw. 0. 6. 0.
  12. John Dain Junr. 0. 6. 0.

13. James Ashton. 0. 5. 0.
  14. Jane Wallon 0. 5. 0.
  15. Peter Hollinworth. 0. 5. 0.
  16. Peter Dain. 0. 4. 0.
  17. Thos. Collins. 0. 4. 0.

18. Thos. Haslam. 0. 4. 0.
  19. John Dain Senr 0. 3. 0.
  20. Eaphraim Haslam. 0. 3. 0.
  23. Rich d Millatt. 0. 6. 0.
  24. John Millatt. 0. 6. 0.
  25. Mr. Sidebotham. 0. 6. 0.
  26. Geo. Barlow Partington. 0. 5. 0.
  27. Edm" Taylor. 0. 5. 0.
  28. George Jones. 0. 5. 0.
  29. John Brook. 0. 4. 0.
  30. John Owen Senc 0. 4. 0.
  31. John Haslam & Wm. Aspinwall. 0. 4. 0.
  32. John Kenchall. 0. 3. 0.
  33. James Kelshall & John Wilcock. 0. 3. 0.
  34. Gilbert & John Owen. 0. 3. 0.
  35. Jacob Gooden & John Yates. 0. 3. 0.
  36. Wm Wright. 0. 3. 0.
  40. Mr. Fletcher. 0. 6. 0.
  41. Mr. Galley. 0. 6. 0. 
  42. Thomas Rogers.   0. 6. 0.
  43. Joseph Owen. 0. 5. 0.
  44. Joseph Royle. 0. 5. 0.
  45. John Hardman. 0. 5. 0.
  46. Wm. Burgess. 0. 4. 0.
  47. John Barton Carrington. 0. 4. 0.
  48. John Hollinworth . 0. 4. 0.
  49. Thomas Yates. 0. 3. 0.
  50. Dan 1 and Wm Owen. 0. 3. 0.

The two chapel-wardens' wands survive. Both are embellished 
with an earl's coronet with the letter "W" beneath signifying the 
now extinct Earldom of Warrington, a title jointly used by the 
Earls of Stamford and Warrington until 1883.

The west end terminates in a gallery, which extends from the
north to the south wall, supported by two iron piers. The front of 
the gallery is panelled, and is reached by a staircase placed by the 
north door. The shallow chancel apse is wainscoted in oak. 
Some years ago an attempt was made to improve the appearance
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of the reredos, but this, along with the nondescript glass in the east 
window, could be replaced to advantage. The altar rails are 
coeval with the building, and a charming example of their period, 
the balusters being well turned and the top rail supported by two 
stout intermediary piers. In the santuary there is a Jacobean 
stool, two good oak chairs and three of the original four oak 
collecting boxes. The prayer desk, a pleasing example, is situated 
immediately south of the chancel arch, and is protected on the 
south and west sides by a balustrade very similar in construction 
to the altar rails. The pulpit to the north side of the chancel 
arch may have been originally part of a three-decker, but it 
obviously has been subject to considerable alteration. The stairs 
are a later addition, the alterations probably taking place when 
the organ was set up at the corner of the north-east wall last 
century. Immediately under the gallery at the west end is a tall 
white marble font, the base of which at some time has been un 
necessarily and indifferently painted. The bowl is boldly decorated 
round the base with gadroons, and is fitted with a heavy wooden 
cover. Because of the exceptional height of the font, the 
officiating minister is obliged to stand on an auxiliary stone block, 
which has been placed alongside to serve as a step. The lower 
halves of the nave windows are fitted with coloured glass in geo 
metric design of a very poor quality. It is to be hoped that these 
will be thrown out and the church suitably reglazed to accord with 
the original simple design. Secured to the east wall, and immedi 
ately above the Stamford pew, is a large wooden memorial panel 
containing forty-eight quarterings of the Booth family. This is 
not dissimilar to the coloured shield containing no less than sixty 
quarterings incorporated in the memorial to Langham and Henry 
Booth, of 1714 and 1727 respectively, in the Stamford chapel in 
the church of St. Mary at Bowdon some seven miles away.

The wall murals are few and of parish interest only. Beneath 
the Booth memorial panel is a marble tablet to the memory of the 
Rev. John Foster. On the south wall between the first and second 
windows from the east end appears the following memorials in 
white marble with black surrounds.

SACRED 
To the memory of Sarah Greenhalgh

a native of Bolton-le-Moors, for a
period of more than 40 years occupied the position

of Infant Mistress in the school of this place. >
By the kindliness of her disposition she
gained the affection of her children and
by the Christian consistency of her life

she gained the respect and esteem of the parents
and parishioners. She died whilst on a visit

to her relations, in the faith of the
holy catholic church on the 14th day of

June 1890 in the 61st year of her age and
her remains are interred in the
Heaton cemetery near Bolton.
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In the memory of
Martha Yates

of Carrington, who was sewing mistress of
the Infants School for 47 years, and

faithfully performed her duties
with great zeal and remarkable

regularity, and died on the
19th day of April 1887

aged 80 years. 
Her remains are interred

in this churchyard.
This tablet is placed here as a grateful recognition 

of long and valued services.

On the north wall there is a memorial to those who fell in the Great 
War, 1914-18, and a circular white marble tablet with a coloured 
surround is dedicated to the memory of Thomas Newton of the 
Ackers, Carrington, who died in February 1895.

The chapel plate is important. Much of it is Carolean, and came 
from Bowdon church at the time Carrington was built in 1759. 
The chalice is inscribed both on the side and under the foot, "The gift 
of Mary Countess of Stamford to St. George's Chapel at Carrington 
1759. A silver paten is inscribed on the outer circle, Maria Meredith 
Wilhelm uxoris Filia Henrici Robinson de Whaploade in Com. 
Lincoln: pro Eucharistia Donum Ecclesia B.M. de Bowdon A.D. 
1688, and on the inner circle, "Bought by Mary, Countess of 
Stamford and given for the use of St. George's Chapel in Carrington 
1759." A heavy flagon is inscribed on the barrel, DONUM 
WILHELM MEREDITH de ASHLEYIN USUM EUCHARISTIA. 
ECCLESIA S.M. de BOWDON Com: CESTR. 1688, and round 
the stem, "Bought by Mary Countess of Stamford and given for 
the use of St. George's Chapel in Carrington 1759". The alms-dish 
bears the inscription, "The gift of Arthur George Digby Walsh, B.A. 
Vicar of Carrington 1882-1920," and beneath, "In memory of 
his Mother the Honble Fanny Matilda Digby Walsh, his brother 
Harry John Digby Walsh and sisters Jane Grey Digby Walsh and 
Catherine Maud Digby Walsh." There is also a small modern 
chalice and paten recently given to Carrington, the latter being 
inscribed, "The gift of Mary and Emma Dawson in memory of 
their grandparents, John and Emma Collins and their children. 
Christmas 1928."

Carrington Chapel is in possession of a complete series of registers 
and wardens' accounts since its foundation in 1759. The first 
entry in the registers is a baptism "Sept 9th (1759) Elizabeth 
daughter of John and Martha Meat, Publically baptised." The 
first burial was on "Feb 24th 1760 William son of Thomas and 
Alice Yates of Carrington." The Earls of Stamford and Warrington 
appear to have largely appointed the chapel wardens until Car 
rington became an independent parish in 1882. Until then it was 
a perpetual curacy to the mother church of Bowdon. The wardens' 
accounts contain entries of a general nature, of which the following 
are representative: 
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1769 For ringing, 5th November. 6d
1795 To Walmsleys for taking down old vane. 6/- 

To Peter Clare to putting up a new one. 3/- 
For ale when putting up. 2/6 
To carriage to and from Warrington 5/-

1796 To three matts for Communion table. 10/- 
(Peter Danes the chapel warden writes 
alongside Extravagant charge.)

1802 Paid for a new ball rope. 7. 0.
1803 4 reeds for bassoon. 6. 0. 
1807 Paid Timothy Brownbill for timber for making

new gates for the chapel and putting new
weatherbird up. £2. 3. 7.
Paid Sam Blinster for ironwork for gates. 1. 7. 11.
Paid for drink when putting up weatherbird. 2. 3. 

1812 For reeds for singers and repairing basoons. 13.0.
Josiah Walmsley, for whitewashing and
painting the chapel. 4. 3. 4Jd

1814 For strings for the base viol. 10. 0.
1815             12. 3. 

For washing surplice. (Annual payment). 4. 0.
1816 For strings for the base viol. 10. 6. 

For repairing basoon. 1.11. 6.
1817 For strings for the base viol. 10. 6. 
1819             18. 0.

For reeds for singers. 3. 6. 
1824 For loosing a letter from London. 8.

For paint and oil, and guilding ball. 3. 15. 2. 
1831 Joseph Barber for repairing a flute. 3. 6.

Joseph Penny, for bass viol string. 10. 6. 
1835 John Owen for beautifying chapel. 13.10. 0.

For leading timber from Dunham. 2. 8. 0.

The church safe contains particulars of the Carrington and 
Partington bedding charity from 1849 to 1905, the details of which 
illuminate the poverty which existed in this area, and the manner 
in which sheets and blankets were bestowed on the needy.

The following is a list of the perpetual curates and vicars of 
Carrington: 

1759. John Foster.
1823. Oswald Leicester.
1831. George Heron, M.A.
1878. Alfred Jones, B.D.

(First Vicar) 1882. Arthur George Digby Walsh, B.A.
As and from 1897 during the absence of Digby Walsh.
1897. Charles Stewart Stubbs, M.A.
1911. F. W. Fairhurst.
1914. Digby Walsh returns to Carrington.
1920. James Salmon Addison, M.A., L.Th.
1937. William Calvert Thomas, M.A.
1944. Walter Haslam.

, Patron The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Stamford, D.L., J.P.



THE CHAPEL AT LYME HALL, DISLEY, CHESHIRE

In 1946 Richard Legh, the third and present Lord Newton, left 
Lyme Hall to make his permanent home at Tinsbury Manor, 
Romsey, Hampshire. It was a particularly sad day for the Legh 
family, who had possessed Lyme for exactly six hundred years, 
and Cheshire was the poorer by their departure. The great house, 
romantically situated in the wide expanse of Lyme Park, had been 
placed by Lord Newton into the permanent safekeeping of the 
National Trust. Because of the great expense of upkeep, the 
National Trust let the house and grounds on a hundred years' 
lease to the Stockport Corporation, who in accordance with the 
terms of the lease must bear the entire cost of maintenance. Some 
three years have now elapsed since the change took place, and 
Lyme has become both a treasured showplace and a day-trippers' 
paradise.

Lyme Hall is possibly the finest of the great houses of Cheshire, 
and although so much is known of its history, with the building 
accounts preserved with particulars of the past remodelling, little 
or nothing is known of the history of the domestic chapel. The 
chapel is situated on ground level at the extreme north-east corner 
of the main building, and is placed immediately beneath the drawing- 
room. The eastern apse of the chapel is uniform with the bay 
window of the drawing-room on the first floor, and Sir Piers Legh 
VII "Compass window" on the Long Gallery on the second floor. 
The fact that the rooms above the Chapel are Elizabethan suggests 
the present apartment has served as a chapel since Lyme was 
built by Sir Piers Legh in the sixteenth century. In its present 
form the chapel presents many problems. The original Eliza 
bethan apartment would appear to have been entirely remodelled 
by Leoni about the year 1726, with later "Victorian-Gothic" 
windows inserted in the north wall. Until refurnished by Stock- 
port Corporation and dedicated by Dr. D. H. Crick, M.A., F.S.A., 
Lord Bishop of Chester, 25 June 1950, the chapel had been disused 
for many years, and no record is available of when services were 
last held there. Enquiries among the older people who have 
known Lyme since childhood have been unsuccessful, and the 
existence of the chapel would appear to have been largely forgotten 
during the long years it served as a depository for redundant 
furniture and other unwanted articles. There are two entrances to 
the chapel, one by a doorway of Tudor character placed at the 
north-east corner of the courtyard, the door of which, heavily 
studded with nails, opens into a vestibule of the chapel, and the 
other by a secondary doorway which opens onto a fine Jacobean 
staircase leading into the great hall. This splendid apartment was 
originally on the same level as the Elizabethan drawing-room, but
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Leoni during his remodelling of the interior lowered the floor and 
shortened the staircase by some twelve feet.

The chapel interior, despite the neglect of many years, is still 
a dignified apartment. The proportions are typical of a Tudor 
domestic chapel, and the later elaborations of Leoni fail to obliterate 
all the Elizabethan character of the room. The main doorway into 
the chapel at the north-east end of the central courtyard passage 
leads into a panelled ante-chamber, which is wainscoted in oak 
with plaster panels above. From the ante-chamber, the chapel 
proper is entered by a shallow entablature supported by two fluted 
columns with elaborate caps, the same elaboration being employed 
on the pilasters at the extremities of the entablature on the north 
and south walls. From this the influence of the Italian Renaissance 
which pervades the whole of Leoni's work at Lyme, is apparent, 
and the chapel unquestionably would present a picture of great 
richness when the Italian architect had completed his remodelling 
and refurnishing of the chapel at some period anterior to 1725. 
The body of the chapel is oblong in shape with an eastern apse 
lighted by three windows. There are also three windows in the 
north wall having Victorian tracery and glass of a very indifferent 
character. The wall in this part of the building is of exceptional 
thickness. The rebate from the windows is fully five feet, and the 
interior in consequence tends to be dark.

The finest feature of the chapel is on the south side, where a 
raised recessed state gallery is situated. A short curved staircase 
with wrought iron rails leads from the well of the chapel to this 
elaborate gallery or manorial pew.

The front of the gallery is enriched with carvings of a very high 
order. There are two main panels perforated with a profusion of 
fruit and foliage, the centres having a carved shell from which 
radiate elaborations of whirls and entwined leaves. The south 
wall is further elaborated by fluted and richly decorated pilasters 
with demi-pilasters in the state gallery. The whole of the cornice 
on the south wall terminates in dentalling and bold swags of carved 
foliage. The remaining three sides of the chapel cornice are 
embellished with cherubs' heads, foliage and fleurs-de-1 s. The 
flooring of the apse is in stone of tessellated design. Unfortunately 
the movable furniture of the chapel is all missing, 111 and no photo 
graphs or drawings exist to indicate how it was originally set out.

There remains a square limestone font without a base. Its age 
is uncertain, but possibly it dates from the sixteenth century. It 
has four carved shields in the panels, and at the corners plain or 
smaller shields. The main shields are all different. The first is 
decorated with three diamond shapes across the fesse of the shield, 
the second by a bar sinister, the third by a saltire, and the fourth 
by a Latin cross. If they are heraldic symbols, it is possible that

111 An inventory of Lyme taken in January 1688 following the death of Richard Legh, 6th 
September 1687, refers to the contents of the chapel as containing "A pulpit cloth, cushions, velvet 
cloths for the seat where the Decedent and Madam Legh his Lady used to sit," together with the 
chaplain's surplice valued at £22, a not inconsiderable sum in those days.
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the first represents the Baguleys, the third the Langleys and the 
fourth the Haydocks, families all connected with the Leghs. 
Thomas Helsby writing in 1881 stated that in the chapel were 
"deposited some very ancient stone crosses, which many years 
since were found in Higher Disley". These appear to have entirely 
disappeared; they are illustrated in Earwaker, Vol. II, p. 313.

No account of Lyme Chapel would be complete without reference 
to the thirty coats of heraldic glass, about half of which are those 
of Knights of the Garter of the reign of Elizabeth, removed from 
Disley Church early last century, and inserted in the bay window 
of the Elizabethan drawing-room immediately above the window 
of the chapel apse.





THE CHAPEL OF ALL SAINTS, SOMERFORD

Following the death of the third baronet, Sir Walter Shakerley, 
in 1943, the private chapel of the Shakerley family in Somerford 
Park, situated between Congleton and Holmes Chapel, was given 
in perpetuity as a chapel of ease to Astbury, and dedicated to All 
Saints by the Bishop of Chester 13 April 1947. According to a letter 
dated 26 April 1947, which I received from Mrs. Dunlop, daughter 
of Sir Walter, "the Shakerley family lived at Hume Hall, near 
Knutsford, until a little before 1720, when my ancestor, Peter 
Shakerley, bought the estate of Somerford from a family of the 
name of Oldfield. He then built the main centre block of the 
house, which was complete by 1720. This stood in the parish of 
Astbury, and for several years Peter Shakerley and his household 
attended Astbury Church, where he had a "loose-box" pew just 
west of the Lady Chapel, and always entered the church by a 
small side door close to this. But he had a quarrel with the rector 
of Astbury, as a result of which he refused ever to enter the church 
again, had the little door blocked up, and built a Chapel in his 
own grounds. This he refused to have licensed or consecrated, 
as he wished it to be entirely under his own control. He went so 
far as to exact a promise from his heir to perpetuate this private 
ownership, and this was continued from generation to generation 
until my father's death. He, having no son to leave the place to, 
and no objection to the Chapel coming under diocesan control, 
left the chapel in his will to the parish of Astbury. I have never 
been able to discover the cause of Peter Shakerley's quarrel with 
the rector, though I believe there are several stories about it."

The late Lord Bishop of Stockport, the Rt. Revd. Frank J. 
Okell M.A., who was also the Rector of Astbury, observed in a 
letter dated 9 May 1947, "the cause of the dispute between the 
Rector of Astbury and Peter Shakerley may have some connections 
with the building of the new Rectory. Hitherto the Rector had 
been living at the present Glebe Farm and could certainly pass 
into Church through the door now closed up. I imagined that the 
Rector, no longer needing the door when he changed houses, 
bricked it up, and thereby deprived the Shakerleys of a quick 
entrance into their pew. I do not see how the Shakerleys could 
have had the right to brick up the door, especially seeing that they 
were new-comers to the parish. At the time Philip Egerton was 
Rector, 1704-27. He left much information behind him according 
to Ormerod, but it was at Oulton and probably most of it perished 
in the fire. 11 ' I fear this suggestion is not very valuable, but offers 
a feasible explanation for the quarrel."

111 Oulton Park, the former magnificent seat of the Egerton family erected from the designs of 
Vanbrugh, was largely destroyed by fire 14 February 1926. Two bombs dropped by German 
aircraft in November 1940 completed the destruction of the mansion.

151
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During the two centuries the Shakerley family held the Somerford 
Estate, they carefully maintained and added to the great house, 
built by Peter Shakerley in 1720; they cherished their private 
chapel, and maintained the park and the famous herd of white 
cattle, which had flourished there from an early period. The 
crippling burden of taxation after World War I, however, com 
pelled the Shakerley family to sell their Cheshire property in 1926, 
and with the exception of the chapel, all has since been demolished 
by the soulless estate breakers. Formerly the ancient Shakerley 
family lived at Hume Hall (spelt also Hulme and Holme) situated 
a few miles to the south of Knutsford. Of this building Dr. 
Ormerod writing in 1819 observed,

"Hulme Hall lies nearly two miles south-west of the Chapel of Nether Peover 
(Lower Peover) in an extremely flat and secluded situation, which at a distant 
period probably added to its strength by swamps and natural thickets. The 
site of the hall itself is a parallelogram, containing about a statute acre, and 
defended by a moat averaging twenty yards in width. The water is crossed 
by a stone bridge of two arches, the projecting piers of which have been filled 
up with stone seats, placed in a point which would have been peculiarly dis 
agreeable to the cleanly taste of the present day, as this side of the moat fronts 
a large range of ancient barns and stables, forming, agreeably to old custom, 
the principal avenue to the house. The mansion itself is said to have occupied, 
with its quadrangular court, nearly the entire space within the moat. The 
kitchen part alone is remaining, which is composed of timber and plaister; the 
basement storey extremely low, and supported by a huge obtuse arch of carved 
oak. This part of the building is mingled with modern farming offices, and the 
oldest fragments are probably later in date than the possession of the Shakerleys. 
The site, however, appears to be the original one."

Possibly because the ancient dwelling at Hume was unsanitary and 
inconvenient, Peter Shakerley acquired the Somerford estate early 
in the eighteenth century. Certainly by the year 1720 he had 
completed the building of the new house, and this was followed by 
the erection of the chapel in 1725.

Prior to its destruction in 1927, Somerford Hall was a consider 
able mansion, with wings added to the original dwelling by Charles 
Watkin John Shakerley in 1820, and later by Sir Charles Shakerley 
the second baronet. The loss of this house and the denuding 
of the park of its timber immediately followed the disposal of the 
famous herd of white polled cattle in 1926. The Somerford Park 
herd were said to be descended from the wild white cattle of the 
Derbyshire hills, which closely resembled Chillingham cattle 
without the horns.

The chapel, standing forlorn and remote, is reached by a foot 
path, which is in close proximity to Somerford Hall Farm 
where the key of the building may be obtained, or by car by using 
the light accommodation road, formerly the carriage drive, which 
enters the park by the east lodge situated nearest to Congleton. 
The views are still pleasing despite the building of some new property 
and the loss of the great trees which were once such a pleasant 
feature of the park. Towards the east are the Buxton Hills. The
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sham ruins of Mow Cop castle are a conspicuous feature of the 
landscape. The chapel stands within a thick coppice of trees and 
tall bushes which have spread to within a few feet of the walls, 
making photography almost impossible. The building is largely 
covered with ivy and creeper which should be torn down and the 
roots killed. Staples are driven into the brick work, which suggests 
the growth of ivy has been encouraged in the past. The chapel is 
oblong in shape, built of brick in Flemish Bond with stone facings. 
There is one string course, the moulding of which is slightly more 
ornate on the north side than on the east and south walls. The 
gable ends at the east and west have two offsets, both surmounted 
by five balls. The east window was remodelled in 1919, the base 
of which gives the impression that the sill was raised very shortly 
after the chapel was erected in 1725, probably to accommodate a 
larger reredos. The north and south walls each contain four 
round-headed windows of one light. The cupola at the west end 
of the roof is of wood and contains one bell. Immediately above 
the west doorway a weathered stone panel has the following in 
scription : 

St. Luke 2.V.14. 
Glory be to God on high,

on earth peace
Goodwill towards men.

A D MDCCXXV.

Surmounting the panel is a round-headed window which in turn is 
surmounted by a large clock with a wooden face. Formerly the 
mechanism of the clock struck the hours on the chapel bell. The 
stonework surrounds to the west door and all the windows are all 
well moulded, and the sandstone discloses pleasant variations in 
colour.

The exterior, dignified but plain in character, is in marked con 
trast with the interior which is richly furnished, and until the seating 
was altered in 1903 must have been one of the most dignified private 
chapels in the county, not dissimilar in appearance to Sir Peter 
Leicester's chapel at Nether Tabley. The chapel was originally 
collegiate in style, the seating facing north and south. This has 
now been altered to face east. The walls are panelled to a height 
of approximately eight feet, and the oak work throughout is of a 
very rich quality. The gallery at the west end in which the Shakerley 
family used to sit, is original, with the exception of the protruding 
centre portion, which was placed there to accommodate the organ. 
The gallery, which is supported by two piers with very fine fluted 
pilasters with carved caps, is reached by an extremely dignified 
four square staircase on the north side of the chapel, the closely 
arranged turned rails having unusually lo ig square heads and 
bases. (1) Beneath the gallery on the south side is the vestry or 
chaplain's room.

111 In a letter dated 26 April 1947, Mrs. Dunlop wrote, "So far as I can remember, for I was 
only a small child at the time, the modern alterations to the Chapel were carried out about the year 
1903. Until then it must have been a "period piece" though of an unbeautiful period. The
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PLATE 29 : SOMERFORD (ALL SAINTS).
Interior looking east, showing the great queen-post roof 
exposed when the plaster ceiling was removed in 1905.

M
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The tall reredos of carved oak is particularly fine, having the 
Lord's Prayer, the Commandments and the Apostles Creed in 
scribed in panels placed beneath a classical cornice, the centre of 
which is occupied by the emblematic pelican feeding her brood 
from her own blood. It is very possible that when the nearby 
church of St. Peter at Congleton was remodelled in 1743, the reredos 
there was largely copied from Somerford. It is to be hoped that the 
flimsy modern panel, which at present obscures much of the original 
reredos, including the four panels surmounted by cherubs' heads 
and wings, will be removed. The holy table with elegant claw 
and ball legs is a charming example of work of the first half of the 
eighteenth century. Unfortunately the fine altar rails which 
formerly enclosed the table on all three sides were thrown out 
during the reseating of the chapel in 1903. Some were used 
again to build the upper portion of the new vestry, which is 
a small cubicle beneath the gallery. The beautiful altar frontals 
were worked by Lady Shakerley, wife of Sir Walter. Before 
the remodelling in 1903, the sanctuary was raised by one step. It 
is now raised by three and the balance to some extent has been lost. 
The pulpit is coeval with the building and was originally part of the 
three-decker which stood on the south side. It is four-sided and 
panelled. There is a tradition that the picture by an unknown 
artist of the Crucifixion, which hangs on the south wall, belonged 
to James II when he was in exile, and that it was in his chapel at 
St. Germain.

The massive roof of queen-post design is a conspicuous feature 
of the interior. It is of five bays, the western bay being boarded in 
to accommodate the clock mechanism. The roof is original and 
was revealed in its present form when the plaster ceiling was re 
moved in 1905. (1) The stone paving of the floor is in period with 
the building, and lighting is still effected by oil lamps. There is no 
font and the plate is modern. The prayer book on the reader's 
desk bears a presentation label which reads: "To Sir C. W. 
Shakerley Bart., for use in the Chapel at Somerford. Presented 
by Revd. Wm. Bevern Grix, M.S. Chaplain 1866". The Bible on 
the lectern was "Presented to the Chapel at Somerford Park by 
the Reverend H. H. Tweedy, White Sunday 1906."

seats faced north and south, and were very narrow (nine inches) with perfectly vertical backs. 
The pulpit, still in the chapel, was part of a "three-decker". The ahar stood, I think, one step 
above the floor level, surrounded by rails with a gate. All the windows were plain glass in small 
rectangular leaded panes. These became too fragile to be safe and were unfortunately replaced 
by plain glazing in coloured "Cathedral" glass. The panelling now on the walls is the old backing 
of the sideway seats. My father put in the oak pews. Up till the time of my grandfather's death 
at the end of the last century, the family sat in the gallery, "on a row of damp horsehair chairs", 
as my father used to tell me. After the alterations we occupied the front four pews. Originally 
the gallery ran straight across the west end of the building, but my father put in a small organ, 
and to accommodate this the centre portion of the gallery was brought forward. The present 
vestry was also added, being made from some of the old panelling. The east window was not 
remodelled until 1919, when the present window, designed and made by myself, was put in as a 
memorial to three Shakerleys killed in the 1914-18 war."

111 In a letter dated 12 September 1949 written from Nassau, Bahamas, Mrs. Dunlop wrote, 
"If I remember rightly the plaster ceiling was not taken down until two or three years after the 
other alterations (1903X Its removal had not formed part of any scheme of alterations, but the 
plaster began to give way and had to be removed for safety. The builder employed on the job 
was very shocked that we did not allow him to plane and varnish the beams!"
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The following memorials to the Shakerley family are contained 
in the interior of the chapel. On the north side of the reredos 
there is in marble the following inscription: 

Elizabeth 
Daughter of Sir Thos. Mainwaring

of Peover Bart, 
and of Mary, daughter of Sr Henry Delves

of Dodington
The truly loving (and as truly beloved) Wife 

of Peter Shakerley Esqr. eldest son
of Sir Geoffrey Shakerley Kt.

Shee departed this Life September 1691
Yet in the Text Shee made Choice of for Her

Funerall Sermon thus speaketh.
Finally Brethren farewell. Be perfect be of good

comfort, be of one minde live in peace and Ye
God of love and Peace shall be with you.

The 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians.
Chap, the 13th. Vers. llth.

Immediately beneath, and let into the floor is a marble slab inscribed 
in memory of an infant daughter of Sir Charles Watkin Shakerley. 
On the south side of the reredos is a memorial in marble with the 
following inscription: 

In
Memory of

Charles Watkin John
Shakerley Esqre, who died

September 20th 1834, aged 67 years
also

Dorothy his wife who died 
February 15th 1823, aged 53 years,

also
. .- Sir Charles Peter Shakerley Bart. 

Eldest son of the above, 
C.W.J. Shakerley Esqur. 

Who died Sept. 14th 1857 aged 64 years,
also

of Jessie Matilda his wife
who died August 8th 1902

aged 90 years
also 

Sir Charles Watkin Shakerley Bart.
only son of the above, 

Died Oct. 20th 1898 aged 65 years,
and

Georgiana Harriott his wife 
died Jany. 15th 1907 aged 68 years.

Beneath the window on the south side of the Church at the east 
end is a wooden panel on which is lettered the following: 

The East Window 
In this Chapel is dedicated to the Glory of God

and in proud and devoted memory of
Geoffrey Charles Shakerley D.S.O. Lt.Col.

1st Batt; Kings Royal Rifle Corps, Born Nov. 19th 1869
killed in action at Richebourg L'Avoue May 16th 1915,
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Arthur Cecil Shakerley. Lieut. Royal Field Artillery
Born July 1st 1879, killed in action on Vimy Ridge

April 22nd 1917.

Eric Piers Shakerley. Capt. 1st Batt. K.R.R. v 
Born March 8th 1885, killed in action at Givenchy 

March 10th 1915.

Erected by their sisters and by the widow 
and children of Geoffrey Charles Shakerley 

MORIENDO VIVAM.

Beneath the wood panel a granite slab let into the floor of the 
south side sanctuary steps marks the grave of Constance Avice 
Shakerley, one of the sisters of these three brothers. 

The chapel yard has the following memorials: 

In loving memory of 
SIR CHARLES WATKIN SHAKERLEY

K.C.B. V.D.
(SECOND BARONET).

For 31 years Colonel of the 5th Volunteer Battalion
of the Cheshire Regt :  

Born March 27th 1833 Died October 20th 1898.

AND ALSO OF HIS WIFE 
GEORGIANA HARRIOTT SHAKERLEY 

Born December 27th 1838. Died January 15th 1907.

A slab in the south-east corner is dedicated to the memory of 
Samuel Arrowsmith, who died 5 June 1855 after fifty-three years 
faithful service in Somerford Park. On the south side of the 
yard another slab records the death of Sir Charles Peter Shakerley, 
Baronet, who died in September 1857 at the age of sixty-four. 
On the east side a slab encased within rails reads as follows: 

UNDERNEATH
This Stone lies Interred the

remains of Peter Shakerley of
Hulme Esq. eldest son of

Sir Geoffrey Shakerley Knigt.
who departed this life

the 2nd June 1726
aged 77 years.

Likewise Elizabeth
his wife, daughter of

Sir Thomas Mannering of Pover
and of Mary daughter of
Sir Henry of Delves, of

Dodington in this county who
departed this life the
2nd September 1691.

At first glance this stone appears to be faultily inscribed, since the 
date 1691 does not agree with the erection of the chapel in 1725. 
When Elizabeth Shakerley died in London of a summer's fever in 
1691, her body was carried north to Cheshire, a distance of almost 
two hundred miles, and buried in the Shakerley chapel at the east
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end of the south aisle of Lower Peover church. Preserved with 
the Shakerley papers is the following poignant letter, (1) written by 
Peter Shakerley from London to Mrs. Dobson at Morthwaite, 
Cheshire, giving instructions for his wife's funeral: 

Westminster, 5 September 1691. 
My Dearest Friend,

It has pleased God to deprive me of my only earthly joy, my dear wife, who 
departed this life on the 1st instant. I intend to inter the corpse at Lower 
Peover upon Saturday the 12th of this month (being this day sevennight) and 
in order to that I have sent to acquaint all the gentry in the country (not excepting 
any) that I desire they will be at Peter Yale's house at Hulmes Chapel upon 
Saturday the 12th instant by 10 of the clock forenoon, for 1 intend to set out 
thence by 12 that the gentlemen and their ladies may have time to return home. 
My own house, Hulme, is so full of cheese I cannot possibly use it on this 
occasion; therefore must have the treatment as well as I can at Peter Yale's 
house, which will not be very inconvenient because I must lodge ihe corpse 
there Friday nighl, al which lime and place I should be glad lo see you who are 
my true friend, and so my poor dearest did faithfully esteem you.

I have written to Peter Yates lo take care that sufficient accommodation and 
provision be made for all that come viz: very good and plentiful collations of 
cold meats in two good by-rooms near the great room for the gentry that come 
from far and will be out early, with voiders of biscuits and while wine, claret 
and sack for them; and baker's biscuits and burned ale good store for the 
tenanls and neighbours of Peover, Hulme, Byley, etc., to whom I desire John 
Eaton will send. And lest my letter to Peter Yates should miscarry I write 
this to you and desire you will acquaint him with it, and desire John Eaton to 
be one of the servitors and I hope Mr. Hobson will be there for another. You 
would be very kind if your occasions would permit you to go there meantime 
and see that all things be ordered decently and well, suitable to that respect and 
love which is most justly due to this my most entirely beloved, who has left 
her text for her funeral sermon (viz. the last Chapter of the second Epistle to 
the Corinthians and the eleventh verse). I have written to Mr. Richardson, 
the Minister at Lower Peover, to prepare a sermon upon it against the time, 
and, lest that letter miscarry I also desire you to send to him and acquaint 
him with it. The neighbouring clergy should also be invited, but how that is 
to be done I know nol, so leave il to Mr. Richardson to order. I have been 
near two hours in writing this; what's omitted please to help out, and in this 
my miserable condition let me have your prayers for

Your truly afflicted friend,
P. SHAKERLEY.

P.S. Mr. Richardson must also order the clerk or sextant at Peover to make 
the place of interment at the east end of my own chancel, but so as that, when 
it shall please God to call me hence, my body may lie by this my dearest, which 
was her inclination (as well as 'lis mine) as I am told, for I could not reach 
time enough to see my dearest, which is a greal addition lo my misery.

Thirty-four years later the disconsolate widower acquired the 
Somerford estate and when he had completed the building of his 
new chapel there, he caused his wife's remains to be exhumed in 
1725 and carried fifteen miles from Lower Peover to Somerford, 
where they were re-interred in the yard immediately before the 
east window. Some months later Peter Shakerley was laid to rest 
in the same grave in 1726, thus fulfilling the wish expressed in his 
letter written on his wife's death in 1691. According to the burial

111 Quoted in Dr. Arthur Bryant's "Postman's Horn". Peter Shakerley in his letter states his 
wife died on "the 1st instant", but the inscription on the Somerford slab gives the date as being 
2nd September 1691.
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register he died at his ancient family dwelling, Hulme Hall, and 
not at his new 'capital' house of Somerford.

Unfortunately no record has been kept of the private chaplains 
who officiated at Somerford Chapel, and the only names available 
in the chapel records are those set out in private burial register as 
under: 

NAME ABODE DATE
Elizabeth Shakerley Hulme. Wisburne 
No. 1 about

Deer. 9th.
1691.

Peter Shakerley. Hulme. June 30th 
No. 2. 1726. 
Samuel Arrowsmith Somerford. June 12th 
No. 3. 1855. 
Charles Shakerley Somerford. Sept. 21st 
No. 4. (1st Baronet) 1857 
Rosalie Marianne Somerford. Aug. 9th

Shakerley. 1872. 
No. 5.
Charles Watkin Somerford. Oct. 22nd 
Shakerley (2nd Baronet) 1898. 
No. 6.
Georgiana Harriott Moreton. January 18th 
Shakerley. 1907. 
No. 7.
Constance Avice Little- March 4th 
Shakerley. hampton. 1922. 
No. 8. (Cremation)

AGE
44 years. [No name.]

77 years. [No name.]

73 years. Charles B. Hodges 
Private Chaplain.

64 years. Charles B. Hodges 
Private Chaplain.

10 hours. Wm. Severn Grix 
Private Chaplain.

65 years. Wm. Severn Grix 
Private Chaplain.

68 years. H. H. Tweedy.
Private Chaplain.

50 years. E. N. Dodd
Private Chaplain.


