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TTERALDRY, by which we understand the bearing of distinctive 
JTl hereditary personal markings or emblems on shield, surcoat or 
otherwise, originated during the twelfth century, and for a long time 
one simple coat-of-arms, with any necessary marks of difference, 
sufficed to identify the individual bearer. But with the enlargement 
of many families, the failure of male lines of others, and marriages, 
particularly of heiresses, a tendency developed, first to group 
together a number of shields relating to some individual person, 
and secondly to display more than one coat-of-arms on the same 
shield, by inescutcheon, impalement or quartering. The last-named 
practice developed steadily throughout the fifteenth century, and in 
the sixteenth attained sometimes extravagant proportions, as when, 
for example, some enthusiastic herald designed a Stanley shield with 
no fewer than ninety quarterings. 111

It has long been a belief, in which so great an authority as J. H. 
Round concurred, <2) that the original Stanley coat (argent on a bend 
azure 3 stags' heads cabossed or) may have owed its three stags' 
heads to a fortunate marriage with an heiress, Joan, daughter of 
Philip de Bamvile, in the late thirteenth century; this was, in 
Round's estimation, "the turning point in the history of the family," 
for Joan brought to the Stanleys (hitherto of Staffordshire) the 
lordship of Storeton and the hereditary office of Master Forester 
of Wirral in Cheshire.

As is well known, the Lancashire house of Stanley, Earls of 
Derby, became established in this county through the marriage of 
Sir John Stanley, second son of Sir William Stanley of Storeton, 
with Isabel, daughter of Sir Thomas Lathom, in 1385. About three 
years later, through the death of a niece, Isabel became heiress, and 
the extensive Lathom estates passed into the possession of her and 
her husband. It is not surprising that the descendants of Sir John 
and Isabel should have quartered the Lathom arms (or on a chief 
indented azure 3 plates) with those of Stanley; indeed for several 
generations they actually gave the Lathom coat priority, by placing 
it in the first and fourth quarters, thus emphasising the importance 
of the Lathom inheritance. Not until the rise of this branch of the 
family to national importance, during the later fifteenth century,

"' Brit. Mas., Harl. MS. 1067, f. 24b.
111 J. H. Round, Peerage and Pedigree (1910), Vol. II, pp. 32-5.
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70 STANLEY HERALDIC GLASS

did the Stanley coat finally assume precedence; whilst the distinc 
tive Lathom crest, the Eagle and Child, was permanently retained. 

Independently of his Lathom marriage, Sir John Stanley became 
possessed of the important lordship of Man by grant from King 
Henry IV in 1405 after its forfeiture through treason by the Earl of 
Northumberland.

The earliest known quartering of Stanley arms occurs on a carved 
heraldic boss in the cloisters at Canterbury. This, perhaps the 
finest of the Canterbury bosses, portrays an eagle with wings 
displayed, preying upon a child in swaddling clothes; each wing 
bears a shield, the dexter charged with the arms of Man (gules 
3 legs in armour flexed and conjoined at the thighs or) and the sinister 
with those of Lathom quartering Stanley. Mr. R. Griffin, in his 
treatise on the Canterbury bosses. 11 ' states: "This magnificent boss 
may be assigned to Sir John Stanley, K.G., who died in 1414." i.e. 
the Sir John Stanley mentioned above. Mr. Griffin believed that 
these sculptures as a whole date from a little before or after the year 
1400. The Stanley boss of course must be subsequent to the grant 
of Man in 1405, as otherwise those arms would not have been 
included. Perhaps one should go further, and suggest that these 
are probably not the arms of Sir John Stanley, who died in 1414, 
but those of his son, the second Sir John Stanley, who died in 1437, 
the quartered arms being more appropriate to the son of Isabel 
Lathom than to her husband.

The same shield, Lathom quartering Stanley, was borne by Sir 
Thomas Stanley (son of Sir John Stanley II) who was created Lord 
Stanley in 1456 and died in 1459. His Garter Stall Plate,' 2 ' of the 
year 1457, preserved in St. George's Chapel at Windsor, exhibits 
the above coat, as a grand quarter, quartered with the arms of Man. 
To him also may be assigned the Stanley heraldic glass in Bramhall 
Hall, Cheshire, which J. P. Earwaker <3) regarded as of late fifteenth- 
century date, but which appears actually to be somewhat older, as 
in its original form it was apparently made up of quarterings similar 
to those just noticed. His also, to judge from Dugdale's drawing 
of 1664 (here reproduced), must in all probability be the earlier of 
the two now much mutilated alabaster effigies, wearing tabards with 
Stanley arms, in Ormskirk Church, Lancashire, which through a 
misapprehension was attributed by James Bromley, in his paper on 
the heraldry of Ormskirk Church read before the Society in 1906, (4) 
to the first Earl of Derby.

111 R. Griffin, "The Heraldry in the Cloisters of the Cathedra! Church of Christ at Canterbury", 
in Archaeologia, Vol. LXVI, 1915. My illustration is reproduced by consent of the Society of 
Antiquaries from this volume.

'" This and that of his son, the first Earl of Derby, are reproduced by Sir W. H. St. John Hope 
in The Stall Plates of the Knights of the Order of the Carter, 1328-1485 (1901). From this book' 
my illustrations of them are taken with the consent of the publisher, Messrs. Constable & Co. 
For details of the later Stall Plates alluded to in this paper, I am indebted to Mr. Anthony R. 
Wagner of the College of Arms.

'" 3. P. Earwaker, East Cheshire (1877), Vol. I, pp. 443^».
'"TRANSACTIONS, Vol. LVIII (1906), pp. 88-9. Mr. Bromley believed that the first Earl of 

Derby did not use the Warenne quartering, and concluded that the earlier of the effigies must 
represent the first Earl, the later one being the third Earl, whereas to the present writer it seems 
clear that the effigies are of Thomas, first Lord Stanley (d. 1459) and Thomas, first Earl of Derby 
(d. 1504) respectively. My illustration of the effigies is reproduced from this volume.
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GARTER STALL PLATE OF
THOMAS, FIRST BARON STANLEY, 1457

(Inscription: Man Seinour Stanley)
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STANLEY EFFIGIES IN ORMSKIRK CHURCH
(As drawn by Dugdale, 1664)
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GARTER STALL PLATE OF
THOMAS, SECOND BARON
STANLEY, LATER FIRST

EARL OF DERBY, 1483
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Sir John Stanley II and his son Sir Thomas, first Lord Stanley, 
both married heiresses. The former married Isabel, daughter and 
co-heiress of Sir William Harrington of Hornby, but this marriage 
did not (as far as we know) lead to the quartering of the Harrington 
arms (sable fretty argent) by their immediate descendants. The 
marriage was less brilliant than that of Sir Thomas with Joan, 
daughter and co-heiress of Sir Robert Goushill of Hoveringham, 
Notts., through which succeeding Stanleys could boast of descent 
from the ancient earls of Arundel and Surrey, the Warennes, 
Albinis, Maltravers, Fitz-Alans and a dozen other famous lines. 
This was signalized by the assumption in the arms of Sir Thomas, 
second Lord Stanley and first Earl of Derby, of the time-honoured 
coat of Warenne (cheeky or and azure), which we find quartered with 
those of Stanley, Man and Lathom on his Garter Stall Plate of the 
year 1483. The same four coats appear in the arms of the same 
Earl as impaled with those of Beaufort on the tomb of his second 
wife, the Lady Margaret, Countess of Richmond and Derby, in 
Westminster Abbey. Here they are distributed among grand and 
subsidiary quarters as follows: 1st and 4th grand quarters, quarterly, 
1 and 4, Stanley, 2, Lathom, 3, Warenne; 2nd and 3rd grand 
quarters, Man. They bear also, on an escutcheon of pretence, the 
coat of the ancient barony of Montalt (azure a lion rampant argent), 
which is believed to have been assumed by virtue of a grant by King 
Henry VI to Thomas, first Lord Stanley, of the office of Steward 
of Chester, with the manor of Hawarden, which were formerly 
appurtenant to the Montalt barony in the ancient Palatinate Earldom 
of Chester.' 1 '

Exactly the same coat as that just described occurs in painted glass 
in the compass window of Rufford Old Hall, Lancashire, in what 
appears to be an original setting. (See illustration).' 2 ' Similar 
arms (but without the Montalt escutcheon) are preserved on old 
glass in Speke Hall, Lancashire, and in Beetham Church, West 
morland.

By the same heraldic evidence, the second of the Stanley male

111 Chetham Society, Old Series, Vol. XCVIII (1876), p. 7, n. The Montalt barony, which 
derived its name from Mold (Mons Altus) in Flintshire, became extinct in 1329.

"' It might be argued, from the evidence of the helmet, and the absence of a coronet, that the 
glass is earlier than the creation of the earldom in 1485. On the other hand it must be later than 
the conferment of the Garter in 1483. Thus the glass may inferentially be dated to the year 
1484. The significance of the glass has hitherto been overlooked, the current Guide, published 
by the National Trust in 1938, calling it a collection of " oddments of old coloured glass." This 
is incorrect for, although damaged and disarranged in parts, the glass forms a coherent whole. A 
good timber boss, carved with the Eagle and Child, in the roof of this hall is doubtless of the same 
age, and not, as suggested in the Guide, commemorative of a Hesketh-Slanley marriage about 1566, 
for the Stanleys concerned in that marriage were those of Cross Hall, who though descended from 
the first Earl of Derby, and bearing similar arms, were not entitled to display the Garter. It is 
more probable that Thomas Hesketh of Rufford had the boss and glass inserted in his hall 
c. 1484, to do honour to his patron. Lord Stanley, he being Stanley's retainer and, then or later, 
his Receiver-General. I am indebted to Philip Ashcroft Jun. of Rufford for arranging for the 
glass to be photographed.

Whilst the above was in the press, an excellent new Guide to the hall has been issued 
(September 1950), which, however, states that " some fragments of stained glass show the arms 
of Stanley, perhaps commemorating the marriage of Robert Hesketh to Mary Stanley in 1567.'*
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effigies in Ormskirk church must be assigned to this earl, and other 
theories must be rejected. (1)

Sir George Stanley, eldest son of the first Earl of Derby, who 
predeceased his father in 1497, bore the arms, quarterly, 1, Stanley, 
2, Lathom, 3, Warenne, 4, Man, as displayed on his Garter Stall 
Plate of the year 1487. By his marriage with Joan, daughter and 
heiress of John, Lord Strange of Knockyn, he added to the family 
quarterings, among others, those of Strange (gules 2 lions passant 
argent), Woodville (argent a fess and canton conjoined gules) and 
Mohun (or a cross engrailed sable). His son, the second earl, who 
died in 1521, bore these coats as a new fourth grand quarter as 
follows: 1 and 4, Strange, 2, Woodville, 3, Mohun, whilst preserving 
the other grand quarters as described above. These arms are 
identical with those recorded at the Heralds' Visitation of 1533, (2) 
as belonging to Edward, the third Earl, then in the second year of 
his majority, having been in wardship from 1521 to 1531. To the 
second Earl, or to the third Earl in his earlier years, we may attribute 
the similar arms carved in wood and stone in the north aisle of Mold 
church, Flints., and those in painted glass which, according to a 
record of 1590, I3) adorned one of the windows of the chapel of St. 
Nicholas, Liverpool.

Edward, the third Earl, whose tenure lasted until 1572, introduced 
a simplified shield of eight quarterings, all derived from the shield 
of his father. This appears on his Garter Stall Plate, of the year 
1547, on the heraldic tapestry formerly (4) at Bramhall Hall, Cheshire, 
of about the year 1555, and on the Earl's portrait formerly at 
Worden Hall, Lancashire (now in the possession of R. Cunliffe 
Shaw, Esq. (5) ). The quarterings are: 1, Stanley, 2, Lathom, 3, 
Man, 4, Warenne, 5, Strange, 6, Woodville, 7, Mohun, 8, Montalt. 
The use of this coat, sometimes with an inescutcheon or with 
additional quarterings, was maintained for many years by the 
third Earl's successors. Henry, the fourth Earl, who died in 1593, 
placed upon it an escutcheon of pretence bearing the arms of 
his wife Margaret, daughter of Henry Clifford, second Earl of 
Cumberland, by his first wife Eleanor, daughter and co-heiress of 
Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, and Mary, Queen Dowager of 
France and daughter of King Henry VII: these arms were, on grand 
quarters: 1 and 4, Clifford (cheeky or and azure a fess gules), 2

111 See footnote No. '", p. 70. A further theory is that a bronze effigy of the first Earl of Derby 
used formerly to be in Ormskirk Church (F. H. Crossley, English Church Monuments (1933), p. 28. 
and English Church Craftsmanship (1941), p. 101). The evidence cited, that a bronze effigy was 
made for the second Earl of Derby in 1509 (Letters and Papers For. and Dom. Henry VIII, I, i, 
No. 307) seems inadequate to the conclusions drawn.

"> Chethatn Society, Old Series, Vol. XCVIII (1876), p. 1.
111 Brit. Mus., Harl. MS. 2129, published in TRANSACTIONS, Vol. XXXIII (1881), p. 253.
i" J. P. Earwaker, East Cheshire (1877), Vol. I, p. 453.
lsl This coat, and three other Stanley quartered coats of this period, including one of twenty- 

eight quarters, are also painted on a fine four-poster bed preserved until recently at Worden Hall, 
with the following inscription: " This bsd was erected at Werden by William the 4th son of SR 
Hen: Farington of Farington kt for Edward Stanley Earl of Derby, who came to the title anno 
domini 1522." These four coats are identical with those on the Stanley portraits at Worden, and 
are either copies or derived from a common source. Photographs of the bed may be seen in 
Apollo Annual for 1948 (p. xli), being then in the possession of Vernon Gittins, Esq., to whom I 
am indebted for information.
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Brandon (barry of ten argent and gules a lion rampant or ducally 
crowned), 3, Bruyn (azure a cross engrailed or) quartering Rokeley 
(lozengy ermine and gules). The whole of the above appear on the 
fourth Earl's Garter Stall Plate, of the year 1574, and also (with 
the inescutcheon simplified by the omission of Bruyn and Rokeley) 
on the same Earl's arms set up at about the same time in the Derby 
Chapel of Ormskirk Parish Church, and on those of his elder son, 
Ferdinando, at the same date and place. These may still be seen.

During his brief tenure of the earldom (1593^), Ferdinando 
appears to have used a shield of eleven quarterings, namely, the 
eight of his father's main shield, and three (Brandon, Bruyn and 
Rokeley) derived from his maternal ancestors. This shield accom 
panies his portrait formerly at Worden Hall, and now in the 
possession of E. B. Porter, Esq., to whom I am indebted for in 
formation.

William, brother of Ferdinando, who succeeded as sixth Earl in 
1594 and died in 1642, favoured the coat of eight quarterings of his 
father and grandfather, sometimes placing a crescent for difference, 
as a younger son, in the first (Stanley) quarter. This coat, with 
crescent, of date prior to 1633, could formerly be seen (1) painted 
over the chancel arch of Macclesfield Church, Cheshire, below the 
Royal Arms. Without the crescent, it is displayed also on a stone 
armorial panel, still preserved, set up over the Earl's pew in Prescot 
Church, Lancashire, on the rebuilding of the church in 1610. For 
his Garter Stall Plate, of the year 1601, however, the Earl added his 
maternal quarterings (Clifford, Brandon, Bruyn and Rokeley), 
making a shield of twelve quarterings in all.

The foregoing observations will help to elucidate three interesting 
Stanley coats-of-arms on glass formerly preserved at Worden Hall, 
and now in the possession of Dr. Philip Nelson. The first is a 
shield of sixteen quarterings, encircled with the Garter and sur 
mounted by an earl's coronet, which being inscribed with the date 
1568, in contemporary numerals, undoubtedly relates to Edward, 
the third Earl. The quarterings appear to be: 1, Stanley, 2, Lathom, 
3, Strange,' 2) 4, Man, 5, Mohun, 6, Bassett (or 3 piles gules with a 
quarter ermine), (3} 1, ? Albini (gules a lion rampant guardant crowned 
or), (4) 8, Lacy (gules afess ermine between 3 boars' heads couped or), 
9, Warenne, 10, Woodville, 11, Montalt, 12, ? Strange (repeated), 15 ' 
13, ? Bassett (barry wavy or andsable), {<i} 14, ? Dymock with tinctures

111 J. P. Earwaker, op. cit., Vol. II (1880), p. 492.
fil The Lions passant of the Strange coat are not normally guardant, as here.
( " It will bs observed that the glass bearing this coat has been placed back to front.
<4) The colour of the field is now uncertain. The Albini lion was not normally either guardant 

or crowned: nevertheless an early MS. Peerage at Knowsley Hall includes gules a lion rampant 
crowned or for " Arundell erle," i.e. Albini. On the other hand the quartering may be intended 
for Fitz-Gerard, for which the same MS. Peerage gives gules a lion rampant guardant argent 
crowned or.

(sl Alternatively, this may be meant for Delamare, of which one early coat was: gules two lions 
passant guardant argent collared azure (MS. Peerage at Knowsley). J. Foster in Two Tudor Books 
of Arms (1904) gives gules two lions passant in pale argent as a Delamare coat; this appears to be 
identical with that of Strange.

(s> A variety of Bassett coats existed, including barry wavy argent^ and azure (MS. Peerage at 
Knowsley). No coat exactly like this quartering is known to the writer. That of Blount, which 
is barry nebulee or and sable, has no ascertained Stanley connection.
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ARMS OF THOMAS, 1st EARL OF DERBY, IN RUFFORD 
OLD HALL
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ARMS OF WILLIAM, 6th EARL OF DERBY 
IN PRESCOT CHURCH, 1610. .. .
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ARMS OF EDWARD, 3rd EARL OF DERBY,
FROM WORDEN HALL 

With Farrington rebus in separate quarry. 
H.F. Henry Farington.



STANLEY HERALDIC GLASS

ARMS OF HENRY, 4th EARL OF DERBY,
FROM WORDEN HALL 

With badge of Lord Strange in separate quarry.
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STANLEY ARMS FROM WORDEN HALL
Probably the arms of William, 

6th Earl of Derby
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reversed (gules a sword in pale argent), (l} 15, Chatillon also reversed 
(vair 3 pallets gules on a chief or a label azure), 16, ? Delamare (gules 
a lion passant guardant argent). m It will be noticed that the 
familiar eight coats of the Earl's normal shield are included, but not 
all in the usual sequence. Apart from Bassett and Lacy, lordships 
attached to the barony of Strange, and Chatillon, one of the Luxem 
burg quarterings of the house of Woodville,' 31 the reasons for the 
inclusion of the additional coats are obscure.

Associated with the above arms are glass quarries bearing the 
arms of Farington (argent a chevron gules between 3 leopards' faces 
sable) and a rebus or punning emblem (a tun suspended from a. fair 
ring, for Farington 14 ') with the initials H.F., presumably those of 
Sir Henry Farington of Farington and Wordtn (c. 1470-1550), 
whose son, William Farington, was steward to successive Earls of 
Derby for many years during the second half of the sixteenth ce ntury.

The second of the three coats under review comprises a shield of 
eight quarterings, with an escutcheon of pretence, encircled by the 
Garter and surmounted by an earl's coronet. This undoubtedly 
relates to Henry, fourth Earl of Derby, the quarterings and es 
cutcheon of pretence being identical with those of this Earl's Garter 
Stall Plate, described above. Associated with this are two quarries 
of Farington arms impaling those of Talbot and Benson, respectively, 
both bearing the date 1591; and a larger quarry of earlier date, 
companion to that with the Farington rebus previously noticed, 
containing an interesting representation of the Stanley badge, an 
eagle's leg erased or, superimposed upon which is a lion passant 
argent, presumably for Strange, the whole being doubtless the badge 
of an heir to the earldom, who in this period bore the courtesy title 
of Lord Strange.

Lastly we have a coat-of-arms comprising a shield of nine quarters 
encircled by the Garter, with coronet, open grille helmet affrontee, 
cap of maintenance, crest, motto anel supporters. The crest, the 
Eagle and Child, shows the swaddled child reposing in a nest 
adorned with oak leaves and acorns. The motto is Dieu et ma 
Foy, known to have been used by the Earls of Derby in the sixteenth 
century, (5) and inscribed beneath the arms of William, the sixth 
Earl, in Prescot Church (1610). The supporters, a golden hind and 
griffin, are those normally used by the Earls of Derby. The 
quarterings on the shield are: 1, Stanley with a crescent for differ 
ence, 2, Bamvile (or on a chief gules 3 trefoils slipped or), 3, Lathom, 
4, Man, 5, Harrington (sable fretty argent), 6, Goushill (harry of

al This may be some coat connected with the earldom or city of Chester. The Scots coat of 
Dun corresponds to this quartering, but no Stanley connection is ascertainable. The only ap 
parent link with Dymock is common descent from Marmion, the ancient Champion of England.

'" There is also a Dymock coat identical with this, according to the MS. Peerage at Knowsley.
15) For the Luxemburg quarterings see Rev. A. E. P. Gray, "Foreign quarterings in Lancashire 

Shields," TRANSACTIONS, Vol. XXXIX (1887).
M1 Acknowledgment is due to Mrs. A. E. Nelson for this interpretation.
111 Two mottoes were used by the Earls of Derby in this period. Dieu et ma Foy occurs on the 

Garter Stall Plate of the third Earl 1547. Sauns Changier occurs on that of the fourth Earl, and 
Sauns Changer Ma Verriti on the portrait of the fifth Earl, now in the possession of Mr. E. B. 
Porter.



84 STANLEY HERALDIC GLASS

six or and azure a canton ermine), 1, Strange, 8, Montalt, 9, Brandon. 
The interest of these quarterings is that they were evidently selected 
in order to epitomize, in chronological sequence, the main stages in 
the growth of the fortunes of the House of Stanley. First come the 
arms of Stanley; then Bamvile, recalling the first marriage with an 
important heiress, prior to 1300; Lathom, recalling the marriage of 
Sir John Stanley in 1385; Man, acquired in 1405; Harrington, 
recalling the marriage of Sir John Stanley II; Goushill, recalling the 
marriage of Sir Thomas, first Lord Stanley; Strange, recalling the 
marriage of the eldest son of the first Earl; Montalt, which more 
correctly should have preceded Strange; and finally Brandon, 
recalling the marriage of the fourth Earl. The marriages thus 
commemorated were of course all with heiresses, for the other 
Stanley alliances, notable as some of them were, with a daughter 
of Neville or Hastings or Howard, did not permit of the assumption 
of coats of arms. The compiler of this shield was evidently well 
versed in the family history, and did not fear to depart from tradi 
tion, discarding the two subordinate coats of Woodville and Mohun 
in favour of the more significant coats of Bamvile and Harrington, 
and substituting Goushill for the remoter and more pretentious 
Warenne. The identity of the bearer of this coat can hardly be in 
doubt; the crescent for difference, and the Brandon quartering, 
point unmistakably to William, the sixth Earl, and details such as 
the motto are consistent with this attribution. In date it must be 
not earlier than 1601, when he was awarded the Garter.

The writer desires to record his thanks to Dr. Philip Nelson, 
F.S.A., at whose invitation this investigation was undertaken, and 
by whom the photographs used in the last three illustrations have 
been supplied.


