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A recent article in these Transactions explored the ethics of an 
early nineteenth-century Eiverpool Dock Surveyor and 
highlighted the scope for financial dishonesty and private 
wealth creation which existed for senior officials in local 
government employment prior to the passing of the Municipal 
Reform Act in 1835.' The aim of the present note is to 
examine another, earlier example of the same phenomenon, 
in the mid-eighteenth century, again based in Eiverpool and 
concerning a hitherto unnoticed man, Joseph Valens, Receiver 
of the Dock Duties there from 1736 to 1759.

The economic expansion of Eiverpool in the early 
eighteenth century acted as a magnet, drawing into the town 
enterprising young people from all parts of the kingdom, 
anxious to share in the growing prosperity of the port. Among 
the influx of newcomers were three men Roger, Joseph, and 
John Valens, apparently brothers and all born around 1 700  
who arrived in Eiverpool in 1720s, just as the port was 
expanding its trade in sugar and tobacco and beginning its 
involvement in the slave trade. Though virtually nothing is 
known of their origins, Roger and Joseph Valens, both 
innkeepers, first appear in the records of Eiverpool on being 
elected freemen of the town in 1724 and 1726 respectively. 2

1 A. Jar-vis, 'The interests and ethics of John Foster, Liverpool Dock 
Surveyor 1799-1824', T.H.S.L.C. CXL (1991), pp. 141-60.

2 A computer search of the International Genealogical Index (I.G.I.) for 
the British Isles has failed to provide any clues as to the origins of the
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Their status as freemen was not shared by their brother John, 
a currier or leather dresser. 3

In 1727, three years after his marriage, Roger Valens 
abandoned his work as an innkeeper on his appointment as 
one of eight extra tidesmen needed by the customs authorities 
in Liverpool to cope with the enormous growth in tonnage 
through the port. 4 Three years later, in 1730, Joseph Valens 
married a Liverpool resident, Hannah Molyneux, who was 
already expecting their first child. 5 Probably to spare 
themselves embarrassment, the young couple went to live 
temporarily at Wavertree, three miles outside the town, where 
a son, John, was bom about three months later.'1 The boy was

brothers. However, there is some evidence that the family may have 
had roots in Salford hundred, Lancashire. Martha, 'daughter of 
Benjamin Valense de Worsley' was baptized at Eccles on 20 Apr. 1706; 
Anne, wife of Benjamin Valans [sic] of Eccles parish, was buried at St 
Peter's, Liverpool on 22 Oct. 1729; and Benjamin Valens, alekeeper, of 
Brookes's Square, Liverpool, was buried at St Nicholas's, Liverpool, on 
26 Dec. 1742. I am indebted to Mrs Diane Ascott of the University of 
Liverpool Department of Economic and Social History for bringing 
the last two references to my attention. It remains unclear whether all 
three references to Benjamin Valense/Valans/Valens relate to the 
same person, and whether he was father of Roger, Joseph, and John 
Valens of Liverpool. The wills of Anne and Roger Vallance, of 
Westhoughton in the parish of Deane, Lanes., proved at Chester in 
1686 and 1705 respectively (Lanes. R.O., WCW) the only 
Valens/Vallance wills proved there around 1 700 do not throw light 
on the origins of the family, despite the similarities of Christian names 
with those of the Valens family of Liverpool (see note 7). The Roger 
Valens treated in this article was elected a freeman of Liverpool on 12 
Dec. 1724, and Joseph Valens on 4 Nov. 1726: Liv. R.O., 352 
CLE/REG 2/1, freemen's register, 1692-1780.

3 John Valens married Tabitha Bayley of Liverpool at St Nicholas's 
church, Liverpool, on 5 Nov. 1734: I.G.I. The name of John Valens 
does not appear in the Liverpool freemen's register.

4 Roger Valens married Hannah Godwin of Liverpool by licence at St 
Peter's church, Liverpool, on 30 Dec. 1724 and was appointed 
tidewaiter at Liverpool on 5 July 1727: Cheshire R.O., EDC 7/9, 
marriage bonds, 22 Dec. 1724, and Liv. R.O., 283 PET 1/1, marriage 
registers of St Peter's, Liverpool, 30 Dec. 1724; P.R.O., T 11/19, f. 
107 (Treasury: Out-letters, Customs and Excise, 1726-9).

5 Liv. R.O., 283 PET 1/1, marriage entry for 28 July 1730.
6 Register of the parish of Childwall, part II, 1681-1753, ed. I. Foster, L.P.R.S. 

CXXII (1983), p. 39. The register was carelessly maintained at this
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one of fifteen children of the three Valens menfolk born in 
Liverpool between 1727 and 1744. Of these, nine were born 
to Joseph and Hannah Valens, though only three are known 
to have survived to adulthood: John, the eldest, already 
mentioned, Anne (born 1733), and Mary (born 1740). 7

By 1732 Joseph and Hannah Valens were back in Liverpool 
and living in Water Street, one of the main thoroughfares 
leading down to the Mersey. To provide for his growing 
family, Joseph Valens began to supplement his income as an 
innkeeper by working as a clerk at the Liverpool dock office, 
assisting in the receipt of dock duties which were paid to the 
Common Council, the body which at that time controlled the 
docks. His new responsibilities were carried out satisfactorily 
for, in 1736, the Common Council determined 'that Joseph 
Vallens be appointed Receiver of the Dock Duties, he giving 
good security, and be obliged to settle his accounts yearly'. 8

Joseph Valens's new post brought with it a salary, poundage 
on duties received, and a house in Brookes's Square, close to 
both the main dock and the custom house, to which he and 
his growing family moved in 1736. His new position soon 
earned him civic recognition on his being appointed sub- 
bailiff for the town for the mayoral year 1739-40. 9 Though no 
salary records survive, his emoluments must have increased 
dramatically within a few years. The volume of traffic through 
the port was growing rapidly and in 1740 the merchants of

period and the precise date, some time between 20 Sept. and 30 Nov. 
1730, was not recorded.

7 The eight children of Joseph and Hannah Valens baptized in Liverpool 
were: Anne I, b. 14June, bapt. 29June 1732; Anne II, b. 8 Sept., bapt. 
24 Sept. 1733; Foster, b. 4 July, bapt. 31 July 1735; Mary I, b. 30 May, 
bapt. 27 June 1737; Frances I, b. 6 July, bapt. 24 July 1739; Mary II, b. 
23 Dec. 1740, bapt. 1 Jan. 1741; Frances II, b. 8 Feb., bapt. 6 Mar. 
1743; and William, b. June 23, bapt. 17 July 1744. The first two were 
baptized at St Nicholas's, the remainder at St George's: Liv. R.O., 283 
NIC 1/4 and 283 GEO 1/1. The Christian name of Foster Valens 
(born 1735) suggests a link with Foster Cunliffe (1682-1758), then the 
leading Liverpool merchant trading with Virginia and Maryland. 
Cunliffe, mayor of Liverpool in 1716, 1717, and 1736, may have been 
the child's godfather, though no documentary evidence has been found 
to prove this.

8 Liv. R.O., 352 MIN/COU I, 1 /9, f. 488 (Liverpool Town Books).
9 Liv. R.O., 352 MIN/COU I, 1/10.
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Liverpool, labouring under 'great inconvenience for want of a 
sufficient number of landwaiters and scales' caused by 'trade 
being so greatly increased', petitioned the Treasury in London 
for additional customs personnel, a plea which was repeated 
ever more strenuously in 1742 shortly after a start was made 
on the construction of a new dock and pier. 10

This rapid growth persuaded Roger Valens to quit his own 
post as a tidesman, remove from his house in Park Lane on 
the edge of the town, and set up once again as an innkeeper in 
Brookes's Square, alongside his brother's official residence and 
the dock office which was proving a hive of activity and a 
potential source of lucrative business."

By 1 749, after nearly twenty years working in the dock 
office, thirteen of them as receiver, Joseph Valens had become 
a man of standing in Liverpool. 12 Now aged about 45, he was 
elected a sidesman, together with Richard Golightly, a 
prominent local boatbuilder, by the Liverpool vestry in March 
1749. A year later both men were elected churchwardens of 
Liverpool. 13 Valens's civic responsibilities increased rapidly. In 
May 1750 a meeting of the Liverpool select vestry nominated 
him one of eighteen new 'Commissioners under the Act for 
keeping a watch etc. in this town', to which was added 
election as a trustee of the Liverpool workhouse three months 
later. 14 His care in the exercise of these duties was saluted with 
further civic responsibility in 1752 when he was appointed 
one of six vestry members 'desired to survey the Town and 
seek out for proper places where the Watchmen may lay the

10 Calendar of Treasury Books and Papers, 1739-41 (London, 1901), p. 440; 
1742-5 (London, 1903), pp. 317, 348; F. E. Hyde, Liverpool and the 
Mersey: an economic history of a port, 1700 1970 (Newton Abbot, 1971). p. 
73.

11 Roger Valens left the customs service before Jan. 1739. He was 
established as an 'ale seller' in Brookes's Square by the time of the 
baptism of his fifth child, Benjamin, at St Nicholas's, Liverpool, on 15 
Feb. 1740: P.R.O., T 11/21, f. 333; Liv. R.O., 283 NIC 1/4, f. 44.

12 Liverpool vestry books, 1681-1834, ed. H. Peet (2 vols, Liverpool, 
1912-15), I, p. 145.

13 Ibid. I, p. 148. Joseph Valens countersigned the registers of St 
Nicholas's in Mar. 1751 in his capacity as churchwarden: Liv. R.O., 
283 NIC 1/4.

14 Liverpool vestry books, ed. Peet, I, pp. 149, 151.
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muck till it can be conveniently carried off; and to make a 
report thereof to their Commissioners at next meeting.' 13

Joseph Valens's punctiliousness as a leading citizen was not 
matched in his responsibilities in the dock office. An alarm 
was sounded in 1755 when the Common Council ordered 
that 'Mr. Valens the Collector of the Dock Duties shall keep a 
day book of all Ships coming into this Port and take more care 
that no Ships go away without payment of the said Dock 
Duties.'"' Although Valens failed to keep daily records of 
inward and outward shipping movements, surviving outline 
figures for the annual tonnage entering and clearing Liverpool 
in the period of his tenure of office as Receiver do survive. 
Table 1 demonstrates the massive growth in tonnage, as well 
as the potential for unethical conduct open to any Receiver 
failing to keep accurate and detailed daily records.

TABLE 1 Shipping entering and clearing Liverpool, 1737-58

Year

1737
1744
1751
1758

Inwards Outwards
(thousand tons)

17.5
22.1
29.1
36.3

22.4
20.9
31.8
38.5

Source'. Archival sources quoted in Hyde, Liverpool and the Alersey, p. 235

Between 1755 and 1758 the situation with regard to Joseph 
Valens's record-keeping cannot have improved greatly, for in 
October 1758 the Council again ordered that Valens 'give 
fresh security to the Corporation for his faithful accounting'. 17 
Further alarms sounded in certain quarters and the patience 
of the Council was beginning to be tried. An order in March 
1759, 'that Mr. Joseph Valens do peremptorily find more 
security for his office of Dock Treasurer against next 
Council', 18 seems to have been heeded, but by October of that 
year a Common Council minute noted that

15 Ibid. II, p. 388.
16 Liv. R.O., 352 MIN/COU I, 1/10, ft 701-2.
17 Liv. R.O., 352 MIN/COU I, 1 /11, f. 80.
18 Ibid. f. 103.
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Mr. Joseph Valens, Treasurer of the Dock Dutys having a ballance of Six 
hundred pounds of the Dock moneys in his hands ... is ordered [to] pay 
the same to Sir Ellis Cunliffe, Baronet, and Robert Cunliffe, Esq., mayor, in 
part discharge of their debts on the docks. 19

When Joseph Valens failed to comply with this order within 
the space of one month, as he had been directed, the patience 
of the Common Council reached its limit. An order was 
accordingly made on 5 December 1759 for

the following Committee ... to Go and Demand Mr. Valens, the Treasurer 
of the Docks, his books of Account of the Dock Duties, vizt. Mr. Mayor and 
his Bailiffs, Mr. Aldermen Shaw, Goore and the Town Clerk and that in 
case Mr. Valens does not give the said Committee full satisfaction as to his 
Accounts and the money in Arrears in his hands that they be empowered to 
put any person in the Receipt of the said Duties, first giving or taking for 
the Council good and sufficient security for the said office. 20

The committee's unprecedented visit to the dock office 
uncovered such irregularities in the discharge of Valens's 
position that a special session of the Council was called on 24 
December 1759. At this meeting it was noted that long before 
the current crisis, Alderman Thomas Shaw had stood surety 
for Joseph Valens's faithful collection and stewardship of the 
dock duties. However, as Valens had now been found to be 
greatly in arrears, it was ordered that Shaw should be 
appointed treasurer of the dock duties 'in the Room of. . . Mr. 
Valens' and that Joseph Valens should 'give up to the said Mr. 
Shaw all Books of Accounts and other writings relative to the 
said Docks and monies in his hand or in arrear'. In turn, 
Shaw was ordered to provide the Council with security of 
£2,000 for the faithful discharge of his new office and to 'pay 
off all the monies which Mr. Valens is in arrears and make up 
the said Valens's and his own Accounts on or before the 
twenty fourth day of June next'. It was also ordered that 'Mr 
Shaw ... be allowed and Receive the same poundage for 
executing the said office as Mr. Valens had and received'. 21

After his dismissal as Receiver, and despite his earlier 
delays, Joseph Valens managed to regularize his accounts with 
Alderman Shaw, even to the point of retaining a post in the

19 Liv. R.O., 352 MIN/COU I, 1/11, f. 114.
20 Ibid. ff. 133-4.
21 Ibid. ff. 136-7.
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dock office as his assistant and continuing to live in his official 
residence in Brookes's Square. At the time of the 1761 
parliamentary election in Liverpool, Joseph Valens 'gent.', was 
still in post and described in a poll book as 'Clerk to A. Shaw, 
Dock Office'. 22 Shortly after this, he seems to have stepped 
down from his position and disappears from the records of 
Liverpool: his name does not appear in the first Liverpool 
directory, published in 1766. One can only speculate that 
Valens's thirty years at the dock office during a period of 
unparalleled growth and prosperity for Liverpool had 
provided him with a salary, poundage, and other perquisites, 
official or otherwise, which enabled him to spend his final 
years in comfort, presumably outside Liverpool.

Of his three children who survived to adulthood, John, the 
eldest son, was elected a freeman of Liverpool at the age of 
twenty-three in 1754, set up as a stationer in Liverpool shortly 
afterwards, and married one Rachel Mercer of Liverpool in 
1756. He, too, disappears from the records of Liverpool about 
1760. 23 His sister Anne (1733-81) married a Mr Bardsley at a 
young age, probably in the early 1750s, but was soon widowed.24 
She and her unmarried sister Mary were still living in Liverpool 
in 1765, but soon moved away from the town, never to return.

22 The. poll for the election of Members of Parliament for the borough and corporation 
of Liverpool, 1761 (Liverpool: John Sadler for John Sibbald, 1761), p. 
19, for both Joseph and Roger Valens; An alphabetical list of free burgesses 
who polled at the late contested election for two burgesses to represent the town, 
borough and corporation of Liverpool (Liverpool: R. Williamson, 1761), p. 
55. I have not been able to trace the name of Roger Valens in 
Liverpool after 1761. Copies of both 1761 poll books are to be found 
in the Guildhall Library, London.

23 Liv. R.O., 353 CLE/REG 2/1; Liverpool vestry books, ed. Peet, I, pp. 
167, 172; Liv. R.O., 283 GEO 1/1, marriage register of St George's 
church, Liverpool. 4 Nov. 1756. There is a possibility that John 
Valens of Liverpool, stationer, may be identical with one John 
Vallance, engraver, listed in the 1790 census for Philadelphia. I am 
indebted to Professor Jacob Price for drawing this possible link to my 
attention.

24 No trace of her marriage has yet been found. There is some 
circumstantial evidence to suggest that she was married briefly to the 
Revd Samuel Bardsley (1726 56), curate of Flixton, Lanes., who was 
buried at Flixton on 28 Apr. 1 756. Flixton adjoins Eccles, where the 
Valens family appears to have had roots (see note 2).
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Financial irregularity was commonplace in eighteenth- 
century Liverpool. Gross discrepancies in the payment of 
customs dues in the early part of the century, leading to the 
dismissal and subsequent suicide of a disgraced Collector of 
Customs, have been documented elsewhere as just one 
example. 25 The documentary evidence in the Liverpool Town 
Books concerning Joseph Valens's financial misdemeanours is 
irrefutable. The first suspicion that he was behaving 
unethically surfaced only in 1755, nineteen years after he took 
up the post of Receiver. To what extent, if at all, he was guilty 
of such conduct prior to 1755 is unknown; and it is equally 
impossible to assess the full scope of his non-accounting of 
dock duties received between 1755 and 1759. Unlike many 
prosperous eighteenth-century men, he did not possess a 
private account in the Bank of England, and no trace of any 
probate records, which might indicate his financial standing, 
has yet been discovered. As noted in another recent article in 
these Transactions, however, there is circumstantial evidence 
that a sizeable fortune, presumed to be Joseph's, passed to his 
two daughters, Anne Bardsley and Mary Valens, about the 
time of his death, which occurred prior to 1773. 26

Anne Bardsley and Mary Valens were unpaid housekeepers 
to the Revd Bartholomew Booth (1732-85), helping run his 
academy in Liverpool in 1765 and at Woolton Hall from 1766 
to 1772. Their association with the previously impecunious 
Booth corresponded with a period of sudden increased wealth 
in his life. In 1771 he was able to purchase Woolton Hall for 
£6,100 in a conveyance which involved the setting up of a 
trust. The only reasonable explanation is that the trustee, Dr 
Henry Park, a Liverpool surgeon not otherwise involved or 
financially interested in Booth's educational work, acted on

25 C. N. Parkinson, The rise of the port of Liverpool (Liverpool, 1952), 
pp. 72-6.

26 M. Whitehead, '"Not inferiour to any in this part of our kingdom": 
Woolton Academy and the English career of the Reverend 
Bartholomew Booth, schoolmaster', T.H.S.L.C. CXLII (1993), 
pp. 19-53. Booth's will, written in Georgetown, Maryland, in Sept. 
1773 and proved in Sept. 1785, refers to Mary Valens's 'late father': 
Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis [hereafter Md. H.R.], 
Washington County wills, TS. No 1, ff. 208-10.
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behalf of the Valens sisters. 27 This hypothesis gains force in 
that the same legal process was re-enacted twice. Soon after 
Booth emigrated to Maryland with his two sons and his two 
'constant companions', Anne Bardsley and Mary Valens, in 
1773, a new estate called the Forest of Needwood comprising 
841 acres of land in Frederick County was bought by three 
trustees, William Deakins, Thomas Johns, and Adam Stewart, 
for the 'use, benefit and behoof of. . . Bartholomew Booth'. 28

When, in 1780 at the height of the revolutionary war, the 
American states underwent an unparalleled financial crisis 
and inflation threatened to spiral out of control, Anne 
Bardsley invested a large amount of her remaining fortune. 
Shortly before her sudden death in 1781, she successfully 
completed the purchase of an estate of 1,781 acres of land 
bordering Antietam Creek, south of modern Hagerstown in 
Washington County, Maryland. This estate, subsequently 
named Delamer and again conveyed to Bartholomew Booth 
for a consideration of 5s., soon became the new home of the 
Booth household and of Booth's academy. 29 Within two 
months of Booth's death in 1785, the Delamer estate was 
reconveyed to Mary Valens, who had by then increased her 
already substantial holdings of land by purchasing another 
estate of 550 acres, north of Delamer, also on the Antietam 
Creek in Washington County. 30 This was given the name 
Valentia, the name still borne by the property, perpetuating 
the Valens family name down to the present day.

On 31 July 1786, Mary Valens, 'a Lady most deservedly 
distinguished for her good Sense, liberal Education, and 
amiable Disposition, with a handsome Fortune', 31 married the

27 R. Sharpe France, 'The conveyance ofWoolton Hall, 1771', T.H.S.L.C. 
CII(1950), pp. 178-81.

28 For the most succinct and comprehensive recital of the complex 
conveyance, see Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore [hereafter 
Md. H.S.], Horsey Collection, MS. 1974, 749-1154.

29 Md.H.R., Washington County Land Records, Liber B-2, IT. 364-9, 23 
Aug. 1780.

30 Md.H.S., Indentures of William Booth, William Deakins, and Thomas 
Johns to Mary Valens. 26 Nov. 1785 and 28 Nov. 1785, Horsey 
Collection, MS. 1974, 739-1191, 740-1132, 749-1154.

31 Marriage announcement in the Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser, 
4 Aug. 1786.
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distinguished but impecunious general, Horatio Gates 
(1728-1806). 32 Shortly afterwards she leased out the Valentia 
estate before removing with her husband to New York and 
purchasing a substantial property, Rose Hill Farm, on the 
eastern side of Manhattan and on the edge of the city, with 
commanding views over the East River. 33 Shrewd investment 
of what remained of the Valens fortune maintained the aged 
general and his wife in their final years: Horatio and Mary 
were early subscribers to the new Manhattan Company in 
1799 and held stock worth $9,500 in the Bank of New York. 34 

General Gates died in 1806 and Mary in 1810. By the 
terms of her will, she left £2,300 to three beneficiaries in 
Britain and more than SI6,000 in bequests to various friends, 
servants, and retainers, not counting her substantial property 
holdings. Her relatives in Philadelphia, the Singleton and 
Molyneux families the latter being another Liverpool family

32 Horatio Gates, a godson of Horace Walpole, was born in Maldon, 
Essex, and originally entered the British army, serving in Germany, 
Nova Scotia, New York, and Ireland in the 1750s and 1760s. Retiring 
to Berkeley County, Virginia (now West Virginia), in the early 1770s, 
he purchased an estate there, called Traveler's Rest. On the outbreak 
of hostilities with Britain in 1776, Gates sided with the American 
cause and reached the height of his military career in 1777 on his 
victory at Saratoga, where he accepted the surrender of the British 
forces under General John Burgoyne. After his own subsequent 
humiliation at the Battle of Camden in 1782, and the death of his wife, 
Elizabeth Phillips, and their only son Robert about this time, Gates 
retired to Traveler's Rest. Thereafter, his visits to Mary Valens at 
Delamer and Valentia, across the Potomac, a few miles from his 
Virginia estate, became more frequent. For further details see New 
England Historical and Genealogical Register, XXI (1867), pp. 252-6; P. D. 
Nelson, General Horatio Gates: a biography (Baton Rouge, Louisana, 
1976); and M. Whitehead, The academies of the Reverend Bartholomew Booth 
in Georgian England and revolutionary America: enlightening the curriculum 
(Lewiston, New York, 1996).

33 New York Public Library, Gates Papers, articles of agreement between 
Horatio Gates and Gerrard T. Conn of Washington County, Maryland, 
12 Jan. 1788; Edward Lawrence to Gates, 11 Oct. 1788; Henry Purviance 
to Gates, 8 April 1789; William Burton to Gates, 23 Oct. 1790.

34 Chase Manhattan Bank Archives, New York City, Manhattan 
Company Stockholders' Cash Receipt Book, 1799, f. 17; Bank of New 
York, New York City, Stock and Dividend Book, May 1808 and Nov. 
1810, and Stock Transfer Book, 16 Feb. and 26 Feb. 1811.
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which had emigrated there in the late eighteenth century  
were named as her residuary legatees, receiving their due 
share of the unspecified substantial remainder of her estate. 35

With their keen business acumen and ability to negotiate a 
series of complex legal transactions on both sides of the 
Atlantic, Anne Bardsley and Mary Valens were clearly women 
who had obtained a first-class education in their formative 
years in England. After her marriage to Horatio Gates, Mary 
Valens was acutely aware of the importance her husband's 
private papers would have to future historians, and made 
special provision in her will for their preservation, so that they 
might ultimately contribute to an 'impartial History and . . . 
[a] fair and correct account of the American revolution and of 
the persons concerned in carrying it into effect'. The Gates 
Papers, now preserved in part in the New-York Historical 
Society and in part in New York Public Library, contain a 
small amount of material relating to Bartholomew Booth, but 
virtually nothing concerning Mary Valens, Anne Bardsley, or 
the Valens family in general. The almost total absence of such 
material strongly suggests that somebody, most probably Mary 
Valens herself, weeded the papers very carefully. Her motives 
for this may have been connected with the dubious origins of 
the Valens fortune, and/or her own unorthodox emotional 
relationship with and support of the Revd Bartholomew Booth.

While the case cannot be proved conclusively, the weight of 
circumstantial evidence suggests that the 'handsome Fortune' 
used by Anne Bardsley and Mary Valens to support the 
educational work of Bartholomew Booth in England and 
America owed its origins to Joseph Valens. Whatever motives 
Joseph Valens may have had in his unethical behaviour in the 
Eiverpool dock office in the 1750s, he cannot have envisaged 
that his financial accumulations and private wealth creation 
would be used, thirty years later, in the promotion of 
education in an academy for the sons of the leaders of a 
revolution in a former colony which had just declared its 
independence from Britain. 36

35 Surrogate's Court of the County of New York, New York City, Liber 
49, ff. 90-4, will of Mary Gates, proved 10 Dec. 1810.

36 For a full account of the life and work of Mary Valens, see Whitehead, 
Academies of the Revd Bartholomew Booth.




