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One of the larger properties In Cheshire in 1086 was Earl Hugh of 
Chester's demesne manor of Upton-by-Chester. Its description in 
Domesday Book reads as follows: 1

The same earl holds Upton. Earl Edwin held it. Four and a half hides 
pay geld there. There is land for twelve ploughs. In demesne there is 
one (plough) with two ploughmen, and two villeins and two radmen 
with five ploughs. Hamo holds two-thirds of a hide, and Herbert half a 
hide, and Mundret one hide of the land of this manor. There are four 
ploughs in (their) demesne with eight ploughmen, and two villeins and 
two bordars with one plough. There is one acre of meadow. The whole 
manor was worth 60s. in the time of King Edward. Now the earl's 
demesne is worth 45s. and that of his men 40s.

Two of Earl Hugh's three under-tenants named here can be identified with 
little difficulty. Hamo has long been recognised as Hamo de Maci, lord of 
Dunham Massey in 1086, and Mundret was presumably the man who had 
formerly farmed the profits of the city of Chester from the earl, and was 
still in 1086 his under-tenant in Cheshire and Suffolk. 2 But who was 
Herbert, and where was his half hide?

The clue to his identity lies in the recognition that the Domesday manor 
of Upton included more land and settlements than the later township of 
the same name. The manorial structure of Upton-by-Chester in 1086 was 
similar to that of the much larger manor of Eastham. In each case, the 
estate was entered with the earl's demesne manors in Domesday Book, 
though in both, Earl Hugh had made sub-infeudations which left him with 
only part of the manor in his own hands   2Vs hides of 4Vi hides at 
Upton, and 6 hides of 22 hides at Eastham. A third manor organised on 
similar lines was Weaverham, where Jocelyn held 4 hides of the earl's 22 
hide manor. 1 Most of the tenants at Eastham have been identified with the 
earl's men listed elsewhere in the Domesday survey of Cheshire, and their 
unnamed holdings with various places occuring in later records. 4 At 
Upton, however, Herbert has remained unidentified by successive students 
of Domesday Cheshire.

Herbert's identity can in fact be established from the cartulary of 
Chester Abbey. Earl Richard's charter of 1119 in favour of the church of St 
VVerburgh confirmed, among many other gifts, a grant by one Herbert 
Wambasarius of four oxgangs at Hoole. 5 Does this tally with the holding at 
Upton ascribed to Herbert in Domesday Book? The name Herbert was not
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a particularly common one, and only occurs once elsewhere in Cheshire in 
1086. 6 What exactly is implied by his calling of jerkin-maker is not clear, 
though it is perhaps unlikely that he was the menial craftsman conjured up 
by this usual translation of the word 'wambasarius'. Something more in the 
nature of one of the earl's serjeants would be more appropriate, and would 
be in accordance with a small Domesday holding in the vicinity of Chester. 
The size of the grant made in 1119 seems to fit that of the Domesday 
property. Four oxgangs made half a carucate, and half a carucate would 
usually be reckoned as half a hide.

The unwritten inclusion of Hoole in Domesday Upton is more difficult to 
prove, though the existence of the three subordinate holdings and the 
identification of similar mesne estates with other settlements at Eastham 
strongly suggests that Upton consisted of more than just one settlement of 
that name. Ormerod thought that the demesne must have included what 
became the later medieval townships of Moston, Caughall and Bache, and, 
more tentatively, that Hamo de Maci's two-thirds of a hide lay at Lea-by- 
Backford. 7 Like these townships, Hoole was adjacent to Upton and not 
mentioned by name in Domesday Book. Although none of these pieces of 
evidence is conclusive in itself, together they make'a plausible case for the 
identification of the Domesday tenant at Upton with Herbert Wambasarius.
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