
NEW BOOKS

History of Congleton 
edited by W. B. Stephens

(Manchester University Press. 1970. 341 pp. 9 maps and 
plans, 39 photographs. £1.75)

Written to celebrate the 700lh anniversary of the granting of the charter 
in 1272 to the town of Congleton, this book is a collection of articles on 
various periods and topics by twelve contributors who acknowledge their 
debt to the members of Congleton History Society and to many others.

Painstaking research has resulted in much information in a small volume. 
Copious footnotes about sources make this an introductory survey for what 
could be a larger work, and could help other researchers doing a similar 
service for another Cheshire town.

Congleton was a small town or village until eighteenth-century industrial 
isation made it, along with Maccbsfield, a thriving manufacturing town. Yet 
it was always an important centre from pre-historical times to the late- 
seventeenth century in an area of Cheshire which was until then relatively 
sparsely populated.

The great merit of this book is that wherever possible all the detailed 
facts have been tabulated or arranged as appendices so that it is readable 
and the main threads of the argument are not lost. It is a valuable contri 
bution to historical knowledge, especially if read in conjunction with the 
growing number of general histories of Cheshire and north-western 
England.

JOAN BECK

The windmills of Crosby
by Frank Tyrer

(Crosby Historical Publications No. 1, Crosby Public 
Libraries. 1972. 46 pp. 30p.)

This duplicated booklet on the windmills of Great and Little Crosby is a 
valuable contribution to local history and provides strong evidence for the 
conservation of our changing landscape. As a case study it succeeds in giving 
an intimate survey of the various mills. It tells of their evolution from the 
Middle Ages to the present day and involves an interesting account of their 
technical, structural, economic and social aspects. Frank Tyrer makes these 
mills come alive once more and with his many illustrations presents a 
constructive and informative booklet.

K. M. WAIN
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The Lancashire textile industry in the sixteenth century
by Norman Lowe

(Chetham Society, vol. XX, 3rd. series. 1972. 
x + 122pp. £3.60p.)

This book provides a useful addition to the growing literature on the 
cloth industry before the Industrial Revolution. It examines the Lancashire 
sources of supply for wool, flax and hemp, the organisation of the two 
branches of the industry, woollen cloth or 'cottons' and linens, the markets 
which absorbed the cloth production, and government regulation. The 
Lancashire industry was at a primitive stage in the sixteenth century. The 
putting-out clothier, the herald of capitalistic organisation in the cloth 
world, already well established in Wiltshire, was unknown in the north 
west. Carders and spinners obtained their supplies of wool from broggers 
and sold the yarn they made to weavers, who. in turn, sold the made up 
cloth to fullers, and so on. Most craftsmen involved were poor but 
independent men. and often supported themselves by husbandry as 
well as clothmaking. Lack of capital and large-scale organisation meant that 
the local industry did not expand markedly during the century, though it 
was important enough to supply many towns in the north and midlands, and 
to export substantial amounts of cloth, especially to France, through Lon 
don, Liverpool. Chester and Bristol.

To say that the book leaves many questions unexplored, the effect of 
inflation upon the sale of Lancashire cloth, the factors which enabled a 
clothworker to expand his business, the use of credit in the industry (some 
light is thrown on this problem), is not so much a criticism of the author as 
a comment on the inadequacies of the sources for sixteenth-century indus 
trial history. Inventories, the most important single source, once again 
demonstrate their value, giving tantalising insights into the domestic and 
svorking lives of craftsmen. But their value is limited; they tend to survive 
for the estates of only the wealthier workers, and the picture they give of 
the clothworker's business is a static one. Carding, spinning or weaving 
implements give some idea of his scale of operation, as do debts due for 
work sold, but they tell little about the year by year fortunes of the 
clothworker, or the means by which he disposed of his work. Port books, 
a second source on which the book depends, give more satisfactory informa 
tion about one aspect, the export of woollen cloth and linen, but few port 
books survive and it is impossible to give an annual account of the export 
fortunes of the Lancashire industry. The limitations of such sources leave 
gaps in our knowledge of the local industry, the most serious being the effect 
of the 1540s boom years and the 1590s slump on production.

Nevertheless the author has provided a workmanlike account of the 
Lancashire textile industry, useful for the comparisons it makes between 
the characteristics of the local industry and those of other clothmaking areas, 
and for the detailed information about clothmaking and its practitioners in 
the county at a time when cloth was England's most important industry.

M. J. POWER

Puritanism in north-west England: A regional study 
of the diocese of Chester to 1642

by R. C. Richardson 
(Manchester University Press. 1972. x + 214 pp. £3)

To produce a comprehensive account of puritanism in the north-west 
within the compass of 200 pages of text while boiling down a doctoral thesis
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is a tall order; and it is hardly surprising that Dr Richard:on's book is not 
entirely satisfying. His subtitle indicates his overriding concern with the 
religious aspects of puritanism. and there is little here about its social im 
plications or. regrettably in a book which closes in 1642. about its political 
expression. Nevetheless his study is firmly grounded in the sources, making 
extensive use of the lormal diocesan records as well as contemporary and 
near-contemporary printed material such as sermons and the biographies of 
some of the "saints'. Jn a clear and orderly manner, he conducts the reader 
from a preliminary survey of the context and distribution of puritanism, by 
way of a discussion of the roles of both the clergy and the laity in its propa 
gation, to a consideration of the contribution made by patronage (including 
that of women and municipalities) and on, finally, to an assessment of the 
personal relationships between catholics and puritans. Each chapter is sub 
divided into topics for ease of consultation, and to help the reader further 
Dr Richardson has risked seeming repetitious in order to provide copious 
cross-references.

Although this is not a book which has much to offer by way of refinement 
from the local viewpoint of the interpretations and explanations of histor 
ians writing about the country as a whole, it does have some valuable points 
to make. L)r Richardson shows very plainly just how strong post-Reforma 
tion Catholicism was in the north-west, and how divided this made the vast 
diocese of Chester, with the old religion clinging obstinately to its western 
flank and its extremities while, south of the Ribble, its centre and eastern 
flank proved increasingly receptive to the winds of change. He reveals too 
how this deep-rooted catholic presence indirectly helped the growth of 
puritan influence in the area, since Elizabeth's government, recognising the 
fervour of the puritan wing of the reformed Church, condoned and even 
encouraged the activities of the puritan clergy within this most troublesome 
of dioceses, i he resulting dialectic between puritan and catholic provides 
Dr Richardson with some rich material, especially from Lancashire where. 
in Fuller's 'cockpit of conscience", puritan clergy in catholic-dominated 
parishes were subjected to the same rough treatment as puritan laymen 
in the southern province were inclined to inflict on the "dumb dogs' trying 
to minister to them. Dr Richardson also makes some shrewd observations 
about the nature and effects of puritan organisation: the clerical exercises 
of the 1580s in his view provided a sort of ground plan for a future presby- 
terian discipline, while the household devotions ol the laity may, by con 
trast, be regarded as anticipating independent and congregational forms 
of worship. Of more immediate importance is his discussion of the effect 
of James's handling of the dispute surrounding the 'Declaration of Sports 
for Lancashire' in 1617. which in retrospect appears to mark a hardening of 
the central government's attitude towards the puritans of the north-west as 
it sensed the time had come to consider whether their usefulness in coun 
tering the catholics any longer outweighed the inconveniences of their 
privileged nonconformity.

On the nonconforming puritans Dr Richardson naturally has a good deal 
to say, since the disciplinary records of the consistory court supply abun 
dant evidence of the familiar forms of evasion in doctrine and ceremonial 
by both clergy and laity: the clergy's failure to wear the surplice or to use 
the sign of the cross in baptism, for example, or the layman's refusal to kneel 
to receive holy communion. Sensibly Dr Richardson warns against assuming 
that such cases necessarily illustrate puritan beliefs rather than mere indif 
ference; he might, however, also have offered a cautionary word about atti 
tudes to drunkenness and Sabbath breaking which he is inclined to assume 
were specifically puritan bugbears, but which were also regularly included 
among the offences listed in the bishops' visitation articles, such as those 
issued by Bancroft that harrasser of puritans for the diocese of London 
in 1601. In fact, one of the great difficulties of a book like Dr Richardson's 
is the problem of definition. It is one he never quite gets to grips with. We 
are never really told what he understands by 'fundamental puritanism' (p. 
35), and therefore are in no position to appreciate clearly how the conform 
ing puritans, who are fleetingly mentioned (e.g. pp. 23. 83). differed from
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their more ostentatious brothers and how this difference might be estab 
lished by the historian. Equally \ve are told very little indeed about the 
non-puritan protestants who may always have had an important role in 
Cheshire ana had an increasingly significant one in Lancashire after 1617. 
In this respect it is regrettable that the book contains no assessment of the 
contribution towards religious orthodoxy of the duchy of Lancaster and its 
officials (such as Orlando Bridgman). Occasionally too, this lack of explora 
tion of the middle ground induces apparent error: thus on p. 128 Sir William 
Brereton of Breralon. the patron of the living at Middlewich. is partially 
confused with his puritan namesake of Handlorth. the patron of Ashton on 
Mersey; both on the occasions cited did indeed present puritan clergy to 
their livings, but the Brereton of Brereton nevertheless seems generally to 
have lived the life of a quietly orthodox member of the Church. Similarly 
the surprise engendered by the way Roger Kirkby. one of the knights of the 
shire for Lancashire in the Long Parliament and described here as a puritan, 
mixed with a "seducing papist' (p. 176). might conceivably be lessened if 
we knew more about his religious position; Mrs Keeler. in her Long Parlia 
ment, is not disposed to regard him as an extremist, and in the Civil War 
he soon turned royalist.

But these are complex matters, far outside the pages of the consistory court 
books and the pious biographies of the puritan brotherhood, and they are 
made considerably more difficult in Lancashire by the sharp polarity in 
religion apparent there from the earliest days of the English Reformation; for 
sevsral decades it may have been only in the Cheshire part of the diocess 
that it was possible for gentry to adopt a middle position. Despite these 
unanswered questions. Dr Richardson has produced an interesting and well- 
documented book which provides a good deal of information about local 
conditions, one which will serve as an admirable starting point for further 
enquiries into the wider implications of puritanism in the diocese of Chester.

B. W. QUINTRELL

The great diurnal of Nicholas Blundell
volume three 1720-1728

Transcribed and annotated by Frank Tyrer
Edited for the Record Society by J. J. Bagley

(Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. 1972.
xi + 289 pp. £5.00)

The publication o:' this work complet-s the herculean labours of Mr F. 
Tyrer in making the diaries of Nicholas Blundell available to the reading 
public. The standard of its presentation is as high as that of the previous 
two volumes. In addition to the plates, appendices, maps and indexes, the 
text is graced by efficient and unobtrusive annotations. Mr Tyrer discusses 
in his introduction the question why the diary terminates abruptly on 4 
April 1728, nine years before Blundell's death, lie concludes that the diarist's 
concern over the future of his estates led him to confine his literary efforts 
to his Tenants Book. Certainly Blundell's lack of a son to succeed him 
forms one of the principal themes o c this volume, and the inventory of his 
goods (appendix A), made in April 1737. wel! illustrates the reasons behind 
his anxieties on this score.

Blundell travelled extensively during the 1720s. In the summer of 1723 
he made a visit to Flanders, where he had spent the months of his exile 
immediately after the Jacobite rebellion. On this occasion, he must have 
been under much less pressure, although this is not evident in the laconic 
stvle of his diary entries. The purpose of his visit was to secure the (not 
altogether willing) return of his two daughters from the convents where 
they had lived since 1716. Accordingly, there are descriptions of numerous
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.ecclesiastical buildings at St Omer, Bruges, Ghent and Brussels, together 
with an interesting account of flax-making (29 June 1723). On the con 
tinent, Blundell renewed acquaintance with some of his fellow-exiles of 
former days such as Lady Derwentwater, a sign of the high circles in which 
he was able to move with comparative ease. On his return from Flanders, 
the diarist and his family sojourned in London, where Blundell was his 
usual observant sell', visiting the "Quaikers meeting in the Strand' (15 Sep 
tember 1723) and The Jews Sinegogg by Leadon-Hall Market' (21 September 
1723).

As in the previous volumes, however, the main emphasis of the diary is 
local, which is hardly surprising since Blundell spent much of his time 
in Little Crosby and Liverpool. His brief notes and oblique asides offer 
valuable information to the discerning reader. He describes the flooding of 
1720, horse-racing at Wallasey and Crosby Marsh and a variety of Liver 
pool inns. His problems were those of a landed gentleman, although they 
were complicated by his religious beliefs. As late as 1723 Blundell was still 
paying fines (in the shape of Walpole's tax on supposed Jacobite sym 
pathisers) as a result of his recusancy. Nonetheless his range of friends 
widened steadily and long before the end of the diary he was a prominent 
figure of some standing. Occasionally, too, in his mellow years he provides 
a welcome touch of humour as when encountering his friend William 
Rollins (p. 213 n. 2).

The marriage of his daughters occupied much of Blundell's attention 
during this period. Letters printed in the appendices suggest that he re 
garded their happiness as a higher priority than the financial advantages to 
be obtained from alliances with opulent families. Mary (Mally) Blundell 
and her sister Frances were married in 1730 and 1733 respectively, although 
the former was to predecease her father. Their courtship, as described in 
the diary, adds an element of warmth to a man whose chronicles had 
already identified qualities of energy, diligence and shrewdness.

G. M. DITCHFIELD

A cotton enterprise 1795-1840. A history of M'Connel 
& Kennedy, fine cotton spinners.

by C. H. Lee 
(Manchester University Press. 1972. 188 pp. £3.00)

With the publication of this book Dr Lee provides a clear and connected 
study of the contents of one of the most important documentary sources of 
the Industrial Revolution in cotton. The M'Connel and Kennedy correspon 
dence is used extensively to describe the rise of a small machine-making 
partnership to become, with Adam and George Murray, the leaders of the 
fine spinning industry in Manchester within the space of two decades. In 
view of the crucial role of changes in machine technology in the highly 
competitive conditions of the early spinning industry, one could have wished 
for more discussion in this area, particularly as it is known to have been a 
fertile training ground for so many of the industry's important figures. 
Although the extent of the market was the overriding consideration affect 
ing output in these early years, it is interesting that the poor creditworthiness 
of many small potential customers was also a limiting factor in the economic 
production of specialist machinery.

With the rapid growth in popularity of its fine, more expensive mule- 
spun yarns M'Connel and Kennedy were liberated from these initial con 
cerns with markets and credit. With capital resources far above the average 
for what was still a relatively small-scale industry, the firm was less sub 
ject to the vagaries of the trade cycle than most, and its progress was rapid 
even during the difficult trading.y.ears of the Napoleonic wars. Firmly based 
on a growing demand for their yarns from the Scottish manufacturers.
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channelled through their local sales agent Robert M'Gavin who shared 
any bad debts, the spinning partnership was better placed than its less 
secure competitors to ride the violent conditions of the export markets in 
wartime. Profitability was high as well, perhaps a dozen times higher than 
when the firm had made machinery; it was these buoyant conditions which 
enabled the firm to accumulate capital rapidly, and to maintain a leading 
position in the technical progress of their industry.

By the early 1830s the value of their plant was around £150.000; it was 
a substantial achievement but the crucial period for the firm's long-term 
success lay in the decade of expansion and change after 1795. Henceforth, 
a mixture of native caution over finance, specialisation in the production of 
fine counts, and continuous technical innovation from the firm's own 
machine-making activities, ensured a scale of efficiency of operation suffi 
cient to surmount future difficulties. These came not only in the form of 
periodic trade depressions such as in 1811, 1819 and 1825, but also during 
the long period of falling profits and growing competition after 1815. 
Technical skill was especially important in the production of finer counts 
(above 100) being largely responsible for the higher margins obtainable on 
what was mainly a luxury product: the firm's expertise in this area enabled 
it to switch its marketing from Scotland to the Nottingham lace thread 
market from the later 1820s.

Altogether this work represents a useful addition to the long list of 
excellent books on the textile industry published by Manchester University 
Press.

B. L. ANDERSON

100 years of schooldays. Winwick School 1872-1972
by P. J. Andrews 

(1972. 40 pp. 8 illus. obtainable from the headmaster,
Winwick School)

This is a very interesting account of the history of a school which has 
served the community of Winwick during a period of great social and 
educational change. The author covers the subjects of school building, 
management, teachers and curriculum and there are photographs likely to 
delight past and present pupils.

Mr Andrews shows a pardonable desire to emphasise how much was con 
tributed by voluntary agencies: this leads him occasionally to play down 
the importance of assistance derived from state grants and school fees. 
Nevertheless the detailed information will interest and sometimes amuse 
those who know the school well and some who do not.

J. MURPHY

Liverpolitana
by Peter Howell Williams

(Merseyside Civic Society. 1971. 179 pp. £2)

'Altogether out of the pale of criticism'. The late Sir James Picton's ver 
dict on St James' Church. Toxteth Park, could with justice be passed on 
this book which contains more inaccuracies about Liverpool history than 
any work since 1773 when Liverpool's first history was written. As the 
number of errors of fact runs into three figures, and many proper names 
are misspelt, a complete errata in this notice is clearly impossible, but 
typical examples of errors are that the beshawled and multi-petticoated 
women characters known as 'Mary Ellens' were prostitutes (p. 12), the twice- 
stated claim that Britain's most famous clock-maker, Thomas Tompion, was
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'of Liverpool' (pp. 61 and 100). that the Sankey was the first canal in the 
world (p. 165). and that Tarleton Street's name derives from General Sir 
Banastre Tarleton. M.P., who was a boy of eleven when the street first 
appears on a Liverpool map.

Liverpolitana's format and illustrations are attractive, but notwithstanding 
its authoritative style it is not a book for serious students of local history, 
and the prestige conferred upon it by Merseyside Civic Society sponsorship 
is regrettable. In the context of LiverpoHtana it is more than regrettable that 
a printed book is such a very permanent thing.

S. A. HARRIS


