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I

IN June 1824 there took place in Liverpool the annual proces 
sion of children attending the charity schools connected 

with the Church of England, and the clergyman invited to 
preach the sermon "to advocate the claims" of the schools was 
the Rev. W. Hesketh, Minister of St. Michael's, Toxteth, who 
spoke in the presence of "the Mayor, Bailiffs and other Gentle 
men". Hesketh was shocked that little support was forthcom 
ing for the schools, and, indeed, that hardly any interest was 
evinced in this annual event:
"Scarcely could a Committee be brought together for its suitable arrangement; 
and when the day of celebration did arrive, there was not in this "boasted union 
of Church and State" a dozen persons to wait upon the Mayor. The procession 
through the public streets was a burlesque on the establishment; the want of 
courtesy towards the Chief Magistrate, who presided ex officio, a reflection on 
the town: the church itself was nearly empty; and ,the collection (on any other 
computation than that of the few present) a mere nothing - - - The amount of 
the Collection for our own schools was £36 (scarcely more than half the amount 
of any former Anniversary)." 121

Hesketh was moved to study the provision for the education 
of poor children in Church of England schools in the town, and 
in the pamphlet he subsequently published he complained 
bitterly of what he found:
"There are no Sunday schools or day schools attached to either of the Parish 
Churches; there are none to St. Paul's, St. John's, St. Thomas's or St. George's, 
though these churches have been built by the Corporation, and are calculated to 
hold collectively at least eight thousand persons; indeed, with the exception of the 
Blue Coat School, and that is an institution more pre-eminent for the extent of its

111 For Part One of this paper, covering the period 1784-1818, see TRANS 
ACTIONS, Vol. 116 (1965), pp. 167-195; for a note concerning the dates of 
establishment of schools see ibid., p. 177, n. 19.

121 An Appeal to the Clergy and Laity of the Town of Liverpool, In Behalf of the 
National and Ancient Systems of Charity Connected with the Established Church, 
1824. The apathy and lack of financial support on this occasion were complained 
of also in Gore's General Advertiser of 24 June 1824. Complaint had earlier been 
made of "how little was doing in the great work of education, by the members 
of the Established Church, compared with the Dissenters" (Liverpool Mercurv, 
30 March 1821).
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advantages than for the number of poor people it receives, 131 there is not a single 
charity school connected with our establishment which is in any degree worthy of 
the town of Liverpool - - - - The means - - - by which the children of the lower 
orders connected with the church are educated in Liverpool are undignified and 
totally inefficient: they result for the most part from the congregations of churches 
built on private speculation. There is scarcely any school-room capable of con 
taining more than two hundred children; and though most of the wealthy in 
habitants of the town may seek an opportunity of contributing their annual 
guinea to some one or other of these schools, there is a total want of uniformity 
or co-operation in the system."

The situation seemed all the more deplorable to Hesketh in 
view of what was being achieved by the dissenters:
"Others are not wanting to make the proper use of our indifference, and in these 
enterprises, as in every other, we may well look round on the work of the dis 
senters and admire them. - - - through the exertion of one branch only of the 
Methodist Connexion'41 more than two thousand five hundred children receive a 
religious education, and - - - - more than eight thousand pounds have been collected 
for this single purpose within the last four years. The same scale of superiority 
exists, both in regard to number and to funds, in every other denomination of 
'those who are against us' - - - - though I admit that many persons well affected 
towards the Church do contribute their assistance to those institutions of which 
dissenters have the credit. From the comparative statement which I have annexed 
it will - - - - appear, that whilst the zeal of the dissenters has been commensurate 
with the wealth of an improving commerce, and the tide of an augmenting 
population, the exertions of the church have been for some time at a stand. - - - -1 
have found on a comparison which I know to be authentic such a deficiency on 
our part as will I hope rouse the slumbering spirit of every friend to the establish 
ment. In a circuit which includes Kirkdale, Everton, Edge Hill and Harrington, 151 
and comprehends a population of 25,000 needy children we have only twelve 
schools, four of which were established before the date of 1800; by means of these 
3,500 children were instructed according to the faith and discipline of the Church 
of England. In the same circuit and since the year 1800 the dissenters have 
established thirty schools; at these 9,000 children receive their education."

n
The "comparative statement" furnished by Hesketh in

(3) In 1818 it had been stated that the Blue Coat Hospital had in its care 
"160 boys and 65 girls, who are educated, clothed and boarded - - - - In 1796, 
three hundred and twenty children enjoyed the benefit of the school, since which 
time it has progressively decreased, within a few years, through the increased 
price of the necessary articles of life, and very recently from the expenditure of 
more than £7,000 in erecting new buildings; but from the liberal subscriptions 
of the inhabitants, it is not doubted that the numbers will soon be augmented". 
Digest of Returns to the Circular Letter from the Select Committee on the Education 
of the Poor. In 1824 there were 320 children in the school.

141 The reference is to the Wesleyan Methodists, who, it may be deduced from 
Hesketh's figures, had 1,399 children on the rolls of their weekday schools and 
1,060 on the rolls of their Sunday schools, a total of 2,459; many children's 
names probably appeared on both rolls.

151 These four districts did not become part of Liverpool until 1835. See also 
Gore's General Advertiser, 24 June 1824: "We cannot allow this opportunity to 
pass, without calling the attention of our Townsmen to the state of Harrington, 
and to the south-west district of the parish. In this large portion of the town, so 
thickly populated with poor, there is not a single Free school in connection with 
the Church."
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support of his claim that the dissenters of Liverpool were 
showing greater zeal in the cause of education than were 
members of the Church of England is given in the Appendix. 
Certain comments are called for. It will be seen that Hesketh 
refers to "12 Schools on the Establishment - - - - 3,547 Children 
educated by the Church". One of the twelve schools was that 
in the workhouse and of course it was not a Church of England 
establishment: according to the Digest of Returns to the 
Circular Letter from the Select Committee on the Education of 
the Poor (18J8), there were "two Schools at the Workhouse, on 
Dr. Bell's plan, containing 150 boys and 100 girls, who are 
clothed and supported, at the expense of the parish". Moreover, 
the Blue Coat Hospital, like the Blind School (which Hesketh 
does not mention), was financially helped by many outside the 
Established Church, and indeed sermons were preached and 
collections made annually in some nonconformist churches in 
aid of them. Further, the claim that 3,547 children were "edu 
cated by the Church" is almost certainly misleading: it would 
appear that some children who attended both weekday and 
Sunday schools were counted twice.

However, if we accept Hesketh's figures as they stand (apart 
from taking into account the 200 children on the roll of the 
Workhouse School) we may say that within the area he con 
siders the town of Liverpool and the districts just beyond its 
borders 3,347 children were on the rolls of schools connected 
with the Established Church, of whom 2,547 were in 11 weekday 
schools and 800 in five Sunday Schools. At the same time 8,921 
children were on the rolls of schools connected with other 
religious bodies: of these 4,787 were in 17 weekday schools 
(including two infant schools) and 4,134 in 23 Sunday schools. (6) 
700 children altogether were in three weekday schools (Hibern 
ian, Heath Street and the Workhouse School) not organized by 
any religious body. Leaving for later consideration the numbers

(6) The figure does not allow for the 90 children at Heath Street School or the 
410 children at the school for "Irish of all denominations" known both as 
"St. Patrick's" and the "Hibernian" School: these schools were not run by 
religious bodies.

No reference has been found elsewhere to one dissenters' school stated by 
Hesketh to have existed at Edge Hill. This may have been a private school (see 
Liverpool Mercury, 23 February 1821, p. 273), or, more probably, was the school 
connected with the Established Church which is referred to below. It has therefore 
not been taken into account when establishing the figures here given. Hesketh 
makes no reference to the Manesty Lane Sunday School attended by 24 children 
on 1 January 1824 (according to E. Baines, History, Directory and Gazetteer of 
the County Palatine of Lancaster, Vol. 1, p. 175), or to the Sunday schools in 
Leeds Street and Jordan Street, though numbers on the rolls of these two schools 
are included in the total given after "Brunswick Street". Adjustments have been 
made here to correct Hesketh's totals.
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of children in infant schools (both established by Protestant 
dissenters) we may calculate that, of children in weekday schools 
of the kind we have been considering, less than one-third 
were in Church of England schools; of those in Sunday schools 
less than one-sixth. Taking weekday and Sunday schools 
together, just over one-quarter were in Church of England 
schools. (For some evidence concerning the relative propor 
tions of the different religious groups in Liverpool see below, 
p. 114, n. 25.) The dissenters had been particularly active since 
the end of the year 1818. In those years the Church of England 
had set up four weekday schools: St. Michael's, Toxteth 
(1822); (7) St. Matthew's, in school-rooms rented from the 
Quakers (1822); (8) St. Mark's (1823); and Edge Hill (1824).' 9 ' 
By 1824 these schools had 634 children on the rolls. During the 
same period the nonconformists had provided seven weekday 
schools, (10) which in 1824 had 1,839 children on the rolls, a 
ratio of nearly three to one. The disproportion was the more 
remarkable since no part of it came from the establishment 
of Roman Catholic schools: for many years the number on 
the rolls at Copperas Hill had remained in the region of 500, 
and, if anything, had fallen somewhat in recent years, 1111 in

"' It is curious that, in spite of Hesketh's apparent zeal for education, this 
school connected with his own church was a very small one. Five years after its 
establishment there were only 40 children (all girls) in the weekday school and 
51 in the Sunday school (Liverpool Mercury, 22 June 1827). It seems to have 
gone out of existence soon afterwards.

181 James Murphy, "The Old Quaker Meeting House in Hackin's Hey, Liver 
pool", in TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 106 (1954), p. 97.

(9) Hesketh was evidently writing before the completion of the Church of 
England School at Edge Hill, eventually known as St. Mary's. Gore's General 
Advertiser of 24 June 1824 stated that "the Inhabitants of Edge-hill " were "about 
to erect a National School"; H. Smithers, Liverpool, Its Commerce, Statistics 
and Institutions (1825), stated that this school, instituted in 1824, was "erecting"; 
E. Baines (op.cit.) indicated that early in 1824 the school was attended by 30 
girls on weekdays. On 15 September 1824 Gore's General Advertiser gave the 
attendance as "males 92, females 40".

1101 Duncan Street East Boys'(Society of Friends, 1819), Leeds Street (Wesleyan 
Methodist, 1820), Jordan Street (Wesleyan Methodist, 1820), Lime Street 
(Baptist, 1821), Bethesda (Independent, 1821-2), Jordan Street Infants' (Wes 
leyan Methodist, 1823), Duncan Street East Infants' (Society of Friends, 1824). 
In H. Smithers, op.cit., there is a reference to a "Jews' School" said to have been 
instituted in 1819 and to have had (about 1824) expenses of £20 per annum; but 
no further details are given.

The Unitarians considerably extended their school in Renshaw Street in 
1821-2 at a cost of £1,276 (G. E. Evans, A History of Renshaw Street Chapel 
and Its Institutions . . . 1887, p. 87).

1111 Gore's Directory in 1821 indicated that there were 499 children in the 
school. On 23 February 1821 the Liverpool Mercury stated that the number was 
500, and that the school was "full, and about to be enlarged". In 1823 Gore's 
Directory gave the number as 480 and in 1825 as 420.
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spite of the considerable growth of population in the town' 121 
and the constant influx of Roman Catholic immigrants from 
Ireland. ! m           -'

One consequence of Hesketh's complaints was that his 
successor as preacher of "the anniversary sermon, in aid of the 
charity schools connected with the Established Church" was 
the Bishop of Chester: the church was "immensely crowded" 
and the collection rose from £36 to £214 8s. 10^I13) . But more 
important results were to follow Hesketh's criticisms. It seemed 
reasonable to him to suggest that, since the Liverpool council 
had drawn on the town's revenues to build churches for the j 
Church of England, the council should also foster the educa 
tional work of its clergy:
"I confidently appeal to the 'Chartered Body of the Town' to assist us in this work; 
I look to them to lay the first stone and foundation of a building corresponding 
in munificence and superior in importance to those which now exist. In so laudable 
an undertaking, I am sure that they would have the co-operation and the assist 
ance of every individual well affected to the church, and even were it deemed 
more worthy of their station to make the work exclusively their own, an institution 
thus endowed would serve as a rallying point and bulwark for the annual con 
tribution of parishioners; and if the institution were made capable of giving 
instruction to a thousand children, a thousand children might, I am sure, be 
found 'in the daily ministration of the clergy' thankful to receive such bounty."

The response of the council came surprisingly quickly. For 
many years it had been considering proposals that it should 
establish a grammar school, since Liverpool's old Free [Gram 
mar] School had ceased to exist about 1802. (14) In November 
1824 the newly elected mayor proposed, and the council agreed, 
that the Free Grammar School Committee should be asked to 
consider "the propriety of establishing one or more Schools 
for the purpose of educating the Children of indigent Parents j 
according to the Faith and Practice of the Church of Eng 
land". (15) The Liverpool Mercury, in its account of the proceed 
ings, reported that the mayor had advocated the setting-up of

1121 The population of the borough of Liverpool, exclusive of the townships 
of Kirkdale, Everton, West Derby and Toxteth Park, increased, according to the 
census returns, from 118,972 in 1821 to 165,175, in 1831, that is, by about 
38-8%. It was, of course, unrealistic by this time not to consider these townships 
a part of Liverpool, and in 1835 portions of them were incorporated into the 
borough.

1131 Gore's General Advertiser, 15 September 1825.
(14) For an account of the history of this school see Henry A. Ormerod, The 

Liverpool Free School, 1515-1803 (1951).
1151 The minutes of the committee are to be found in a MS volume labelled 

Committee Book on Town Dues, Leasing, Premises to Sell, Town Duties on Hides, 
etc. Threlfall's false entries, Free Schools. This volume will be referred to hence 
forward as Minutes of Schools Committee.
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Plate 17.
THE NORTH CORPORATION SCHOOL 

From Fraser's Guide to Liverpool, 1855

"one or more national schools, connected with the Establish 
ment, at which the children of the indigent inhabitants might 
be instructed in more useful branches of learning than Latin 
and Greek". 116 *

It was quickly agreed that "two schools (one at the North, 
the other at the South end of the Town)" should be built and 
that "provision should be made in each of these Schools for 
400 Boys and 300 Girls". 1171 The South Corporation School, in 
Park Lane, was opened in January 1827, and the North Cor 
poration School, near Bevington Hill, in April of the same year. 
It was decided that the schools, which would admit boys from 
the age of seven and girls from the age of six, should be con 
ducted "upon Dr. Bell's System as detailed in his 'Manual for 
conducting schools thro' the agency of the Scholars them 
selves' ".

Except that they were financed from public funds (apart from 
the customary weekly small payment by the children) the two 
Corporation Schools soon became scarcely distinguishable 
from what the "Committee for the Superintendance of the 
Schools" referred to as "other Charity Schools under the 
Establishment of the Church of England". (18) The committee 
consisted of seven members of the town council (including the 
mayor and two bailiffs) and a number of Church of England 
clergymen, but the laymen were far from assiduous in attend-

1181 5 November 1824.
(17) Minutes of Schools Committee, p. 40.
^ Ibid., p. 14.
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ance, and the "Official Visitor" to the schools was the junior 
rector of the town. All the children were instructed in the 
doctrines of the Church of England: they were taught the 
Church catechism, made use of the Authorized Version of the 
Bible, were obliged to attend on Sundays a place of worship 
connected with the Church of England, and attended the 
"Anniversay Sermon for the Schools under the Established 
Church". No doubt some dissenters sent their children to the 
schools but their numbers were probably small. According to 
a master who began teaching in one of the Corporation Schools 
in 1834, few Roman Catholic children attended: "during a 
period of two years, to the best of his recollection, not more than 
two or three attended at any one given time in a school consisting 
of about 350 boys". 1191

It is surprising that no official protests seem to have been 
made by Protestant nonconformists or Roman Catholics 120) 
against the expenditure of public funds on what were in effect 
Church of England schools, though on 2 January 1829 the" 
Liverpool Mercury printed a letter, addressed to the town 
council, which declared:

"The Corporate body have already built, and munificently endowed, two splendid 
establishments - - - for the accommodation of the poor children connected with 
the Established Church; and my object is to remind them of the justice of building 
two more - - - for Catholics and - - - for Dissenters. This proposition appears 
so just and equitable in consequence of the large contributions which the Corporate 
funds derive from the commercial Catholics and Dissenters of the town, as well 
as the great number alluded to who are freemen, that it is only necessary to make 
the request in proper form to obtain the assent of our liberal Corporation - - - 
1 am aware that the parties in whose behalf I plead would not expect more than 
the schools rent-free."

The writer called on those for whom he was seeking assistance 
to "memorialize the corporation", and he claimed that "if the 
Liverpool Corporation will set the generous example, they will 
have the honour of beginning a great and important work 
which, in time, will become general in this kingdom". But there 
is no indication that any similar appeal was made to the corpora 
tion at this time.

1191 Report of the Committee of the Reformers of Rodney Street Ward Appointed 
at a Public Meeting, held the 14th August, 1837, to Enquire into the Truth of Certain 
Statements Made Relative to the System of Religious Instruction in the Corporation 
Schools (1837).

1201 In 1824, the year of Hesketh's Appeal, the Whigs in the town had found it 
necessary to "encourage "the Roman Catholics to take part in the struggle for 
their own political emancipation, the latter having given the movement "scanty 
support", seeming "afraid of the great forces arrayed against them", and being 
"influenced by the fear of provoking active Protestant hostility". T. Burke, 
Catholic History of Liverpool (1910), p. 41.
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IV
Between the years 1824 and 1831 there was singularly little 

building of weekday schools for children other than infants by 
any of the religious bodies in Liverpool: this was partly because 
of the desire to provide infant schools, and partly, also, because 
of the establishment of the two large Corporation Schools in 
1827. In 1824 a school connected with St. Mary's Church was 
established in Edge Hill. In the same year St. Matthew's, 
which had become a day school for girls in 1822, began to 
provide accommodation also for boys. In 1825 a school room 
was built on land adjoining St. James's School, which had 
hitherto admitted only boys: the boys were then transferred to 
the new premises, "and in consideration of the congregation of 
St. Philip's assisting to liquidate the debt incurred, the use of the 
old school-room was granted to them as a girls' charity 
school".' 21 '

When pointing out, in 1824, how slow the Established Church 
had been to institute schools, the Rev. W. Hesketh had expressed 
"very great surprise that no means of adding to our resources has 
ever been sought out by us from the National Society," i.e. the 
National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the 
Principles of the Established Church, which had been founded 
in 1811. It is a remarkable fact that no grant towards the cost of 
providing schools in Liverpool was made by the National 
Society until 1831-32. |22> Nevertheless the Society was interested 
in the progress of a number of Liverpool schools; among the 
schools "in union" with the Society in 1828 were the two 
Corporation Schools, the Welsh Charity School, the School of 
Industry, the Blue Coat Hospital and St. James's (Seventeenth 
Annual Report, p. 64). In 1825 the Society reported that "among 
other places supplied with a master has been St. Mark's school, 
in the important town of Liverpool, where a person of superior 
qualifications was required, capable of training other masters 
in the [monitorial] system". (Fourteenth Annual Report, p. 10.) 
Some "young persons" were sent from Liverpool and "regularly 
brought up to the business of tuition" at the Society's central 
training school in Baldwin's Gardens, London (Twenty-fifth 
Annual Report (1836), p. 57), but the Blue Coat Hospital 
continued to be a "district training school" for giving instruc-

1211 Report of a Committee of the Manchester Statistical Society on the State of 
Education in the Borough of Liverpool (1836), p. 54. Henceforward this report will 
be referred to as Report Stat. Soc. Liverpool.

1221 Twenty-first Annual Report of the National Societv - - - (1832), pp. 12, 19.
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tion in the monitorial methods of Dr. Bell, and the Society's 
Twenty-third Annual Report in 1834 stated that "Twelve 
Schoolmasters and Mistresses were instructed in the Blue Coat 
School last year; in the year 1829 twenty-five were admitted and 
trained" (p. 67).

The establishment of the two Corporation Schools augmented 
considerably the number of children educated in the beliefs of 
the Church of England: in 1827 out of every seven children on 
the rolls of weekday elementary schools connected with the 
Established Church two were in Corporation Schools. (23) In 
one sense the council had been ahead of its time in setting up 
the schools: on the other hand, however generous its impulse, 
it had failed to recognize that the Established Church was 
losing much of its privileged status in the kingdom, and that 
the secular arm, in modern conditions, could not easily solve 
the problem of providing educational facilities by allocating 
public funds to one religious body any more than it could 
solve it by ignoring religious bodies altogether. Only a year 
after the Corporation Schools opened their doors the Test and 
Corporation Acts were repealed; one year later came "Catholic 
Emancipation", the movement for which had been supported 
by some Church of England clergymen in the town and opposed 
by others. <24)

In Liverpool the provision of schools for Roman Catholic 
children was particularly inadequate, especially since the poverty 
of so many such children made their need for charity schools 
so great. It is not possible to make an accurate estimate of the 
number of Roman Catholic inhabitants of the town and its 
immediate vicinity during this period, but there was at the time 
a fairly general impression, based upon such evidence as was 
available, that the ratio of Roman Catholics to others was

1231 The Liverpool Mercury, 22 June 1827, gives the numbers of children on 
the rolls of "the several charity schools in connexion with the Established Church". 
Excluding the children in the Workhouse School (but including those in the 
Female School of Industry and the Blue Coat Hospital) the total number on the 
rolls of weekday schools was said to be about 4,300, of whom 1,200 were in the 
Corporation Schools.

(24> A petition "against all further concession" to the Roman Catholics was 
signed by 32 Church of England clergymen, including the Senior Rector of the 
town; thereupon 16 such clergymen, including the Junior Rector, signed a petition 
in favour of "a measure for relieving the Catholics from civil disabilities, provided 
that care is taken to guard effectively the Protestant establishment." Liverpool 
Mercury, 20 March 1829.
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about one-fourth ; (23) whereas in 1824 the proportion of children 
in Roman Catholic weekday elementary schools was less than 
one-fifteenth/ 281 In 1830 the only school available was still that 
in Copperas Hill, and no school had been built for almost a 
generation.

Some relief came from the fact that the Hibernian School in 
Pleasant Street, founded in 1807, was still pursuing its policy 
of admitting children of all denominations who were "descended 
from Irish Parents", and allowing them to receive religious 
instruction from clergymen of their particular faith.' 27) Some 
Roman Catholic children attended the schools run by the 
Unitarians, who also accepted children of all sects. (28) In 
general, however, Roman Catholics felt debarred from sending 
their children to non-Catholic schools since these almost always

(25) A Roman Catholic witness at an inquiry into the working of the Corpora 
tion of Liverpool in 1833 stated that "a gentleman at the bar" had calculated the 
number of Roman Catholics in the town and its vicinity on the assumption 
"that the Catholic population would bear the same ratio to the total population, 
that the number of Catholic baptisms in any year is found to bear to the total 
number of baptisms in that year. - - - the result would give a Roman Catholic 
population in 1832, of 62,051 for Liverpool and its vicinity; thus exceeding one- 
fourth of the entire population, which (taking into account the seamen of the 
port and the increase since the census in 1831) he estimated at 220,974. From the 
same and other data, this gentleman estimated the numbers of Dissenters, of all 
denominations, together with the Roman Catholics, at six-elevenths of the entire 
population of Liverpool and its vicinity." Municipal Corporations (England and 
Wales). Appendix to the First Report of the Commissioners, Part IV (1835), 
p. 2736. These figures (for what they are worth) would indicate that the propor 
tions of Roman Catholics, Protestant dissenters and members of the Established 
Church were roughly 3:3:5.

The Rev. H. M'Neile, a militant Protestant, claimed in 1836 that in Liverpool 
the population was "three-fourths Protestant". Letters on National Education 
Addressed to the Town Council of Liverpool (1837), p. 54. See also Liverpool 
Courier, 1 September 1836: "The Protestant people in Liverpool are admitted 
to be as three to one."

(2G) According to figures given by Hesketh (excluding those for children in the 
Workhouse School) of 30 schools catering for 7,834 children, only one, accom 
modating 500 children, was intended specifically for Roman Catholics.

(27) The school at this time was most often referred to as "St. Patrick's" because 
it had been established by the "Benevolent Society of St. Patrick", but the altern 
ative name "Hibernian" will be used here to distinguish it from the St. Patrick's 
(Roman Catholic) School established later. It was stated in 1833 that 294 Roman 
Catholic boys and girls were attending the school. A Report of the Proceedings 
of a Court of Inquiry into the Existing State of the Corporation of Liverpool - - - 
in the Month of November, 1833, p. 462. (Henceforward this will be referred to as 
Report Liverpool Inquiry, 1833.)

1281 The twenty-fourth annual report of the Harrington schools (quoted in the 
Liverpool Albion, 15 July 1839) claimed that during the past seven years the 
"attendance at various places of worship" of children in the schools had included 
"Church, 1,131; Methodist Chapels, 431; Catholic Chapel, 171". A prominent 
Roman Catholic praised the policy adopted in the Unitarian schools because there 
was no "interference with . . . religious tenets", and he claimed that "If all other 
schools in the town were conducted with the same liberality, and the proselyting 
[sic] system were not pursued, the schools would be much better attended than 
they are". Report Liverpool Inquiry, p. 422.
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insisted upon the reading of the Authorized Version of the 
Bible, even if no other religious instruction were given. (29) In
1831 St. Peter's School for Roman Catholic children was 
established in Seel Street. Two years later there existed a Roman 
Catholic school in Norfolk Street, which it was said could 
accommodate 140 boys, but no girls,

"in consequence of the want of funds to procure the necessary departments,   
the present school being a large room, or loft, over a cow-house, in a dirty, back, 
and ill-ventilated lane. Efforts are in progress to erect a proper school-house and 
to attach it to St. Patrick's Chapel, but from want of pecuniary assistance these 
efforts have been as yet fruitless."

It was remarked, somewhat pointedly, that there were "1,478 
children, without including those of the Catholic Sunday 
schools, educated without any aid from the Corporation, at an 
annual expense of about £800", and that "if there were adequate 
funds for the education of Catholic children, as many more 
might be educated as there are at present". The speaker indi 
cated that there was "another Catholic school upon a very 
large scale now in progress in the north end of the town - - - but 
for want of funds it is not likely to come into operation for 
some time". 130 ' The school "in the north end" (St. Anthony's) 
was not opened until nine years later (1842), but the school 
attached to St. Patrick's was opened in South Chester Street 
in 1835.

VI

In the years immediately after 1831 there was a considerable 
surge of activity in the establishment of new schools, quite apart 
from those intended for infants. As we have seen, the second 
Roman Catholic school was set up in Seel Street in 1831. In
1832 a school connected with the Calvinistic Methodist Chapel 
was opened in Comus Street; the Hanover British Day School, 
attached to the Hanover Independent Chapel, was instituted in 
Mill Street; and a small school for girls was established by 
Miss Colquitt at Windsor, Toxteth Park, the children from this 
last being "required to attend St. Bride's Church". (31) In 1835 a 
school connected with the Claremont Independent Chapel was 
opened in Kirkdale, and a large school attached to St. Patrick's 
Roman Catholic church was set up in South Chester Street. In

(29) por an account of the Roman Catholic attitude in England at this time see 
James Murphy, The Religious Problem in English Education - - - (1959), passim.

1301 Report Liverpool Inquiry, 1833, pp. 461-2.
1311 Report Slat. Soc. Liverpool, p. 58. There is no reference elsewhere to this 

school and it may have developed into St. Bride's School (see below) or gone 
out of existence when that school was established.
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February 1833, William Ewart, one of the members of Parliament 
for the town, was able to present in the House of Commons 
"a petition in favour of a national system of education 
from the Mayor and other principal inhabitants of Liverpool, 
including many distinguished literary characters, ministers of 
various denominations, merchants, bankers, tradesmen, and 
the head masters of public schools".' 3 '21

This increased concern about the education of the poor was 
now particularly marked in Church of England circles. In 1833 
the government arranged to make available the very small 
annual grant of £20,000 to supplement funds raised by members 
of the Church of England and by Protestant dissenters for the 
establishment of schools: grants were payable only through 
the National Society (Church of England) and the British and 
Foreign School Society (Protestant nonconformist); no pay 
ments, therefore, were made to Roman Catholic schools in 
England and Wales. During the first years no grant was made 
to any nonconformist school in Liverpool. Since at first at 
least half of the cost of building a school had to be met from 
voluntary contributions, the system favoured the erection of 
schools in relatively properous districts, and one of the schools 
established with the aid of the first annual parliamentary grant 
was St. Augustine's in Upper Beau Street, Everton: of the 
estimated cost of £800 to provide a school for 400 children, 
£300 was paid by the treasury. (33) In 1834 application was 
made for a grant of £60 towards the cost of establishing in 
Parr Street a school for 100 children attached to St. Michael's 
(Upper Pitt Street): a grant of £50 was made 1341 and the school 
was set up in or about 1835. On the other hand only £300 was 
offered towards the estimated cost (£1,250) of providing new 
premises for a school for 600 children attached to St. Bride's 
Church, although £625 had been asked for: however, a further 
£325 was made available in the following year "under special 
circumstances"' 351 and the new school was set up in Grey Street, 
Toxteth Park, in 1837.

Other schools to be offered government grants were St. 
Catherine's, Walnut Street, in 1835-6 (£200 towards an estim 
ated cost of £800 for a school of 400 children), 136) and St. 
Luke's, Cropper Street, in 1836-7 (£190 towards an estimated

ercury, 22 February 1833.
) National Society for the Promotion of the Education of the Poor in the 

Principles of the Established Church: Twenty-third Annual Report (1834), p. 20. 
<34) House of Commons Sessional Papers, 1835, Vol. XL, pp. 681, 683. 
1351 Ibid., 1837-8, Vol. XXXVIII. 
1361 Ibid., 1836, Vol. XLVII, p. 62.
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cost of £1,200 for a school of 380 children).' 37 ' The National 
Society supplemented these awards from its own resources by 
making available £150 for St. Bride's School, £40 for St. 
Catherine's and £150 for St. Luke's.' 38 ' Thus, although St. 
Jude's (1833) in Low Hill, St. John the Baptist's (1834) in 
Heath Street, Toxteth Park, St. Matthias's (1834) in Great 
Howard Street, and All Saints' (1834) in Grosvenor Street were 
(it would seem) established without aid from public funds, the 
provision of education under Church of England auspices at 
this time was appreciably assisted from such funds, especially 
since the two Corporation Schools were wholly maintained by 
the town council. In 1837-8 sums totalling £1,863, about 9.3% 
of the whole government grant available, were paid towards 
the erection of Church of England schools in the town.' 39 ' 

It is clear that between 1824, when Hesketh published his 
complaint, and 1835-6, when the Manchester Statistical 
Society reported on the general state of education in the town, 
a fair number of such schools were established. Taking into 
account only weekday schools other than those for infants, we 
may say that the Church of England had made most progress 
during this period (see Table 1): one school (St. Michael's, 
Toxteth) which existed in 1824 had gone out of existence by 
1835,' 40) but ten new schools had been established, so that the 
total number had risen from eleven to twenty. The numbers 
on the rolls of Church of England weekday schools' 41 ' (exclud-

rf., 1837, Vol. XLI, p. 463.
1381 National Society - - - Twenty-third Annual Report (1834), p. 29; Twenty- 

fourth Annual Report (1835), p. 30; Twenty-sixth Annual Report (1837), p. 27.
1391 House of Commons Sessional Papers, 1837-8, Vol. XXXVIII.
1401 According to Gore's Directory, St. John the Baptist's School had moved 

to Wellington Road, Toxteth, by 1839; St. Catharine's had moved to Cambridge 
Street by 1837. In 1835, St. Matthew's weekday school in Hackin's Hey (in 
premises rented from the Quakers) became at first the joint, and very soon the 
sole, responsibility of St. Paul's Church, the name being changed accordingly.

1411 The figures here given are based upon those provided in the Report of a 
Committee of the Manchester Statistical Society on the State of Education in the 
Borough of Liverpool in 1835-6 (1836). In this it was stated that "The enquiry 
commenced in October 1835 and terminated in June, 1836, having occupied 
thirty-one weeks. The information was collected by the same agent, who had 
previously been employed in Manchester and Salford. Each school, of every 
class, was visited by him, and the facts connected with it were obtained from his 
own personal inspection, and the testimony of the master or teacher". The 
figures quoted in the report refer to "numbers on the books". Some of the con 
clusions drawn from the figures were questioned at the time ; particularly criticized 
were the assumption that one-fourth of the population were aged 5-15 and ought 
to be educated, and the failure to recognize that since the school population was 
constantly changing more children received some schooling than were in attend 
ance at any one time (See, e.g. accounts of papers read at the meeting of the 
Statistics Section of the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
given in Liverpool Standard, 15 September 1837). An interesting and informative 
discussion of the figures furnished in the report is given in the Rev. Baptist B.
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ing those for infants) had risen from 2,547 to 4,393, (42) an 
increase of about 72-5%. (If the Corporation Schools are 
included in this category the total rises to 5,569, an increase of 
about 119%.)

Instead of one Roman Catholic school with 500 children 
there were now three, with 1,133 children, together with an 
orphanage educating 59 girls, giving a rise of about 138%. (43) 
The Protestant dissenters, however, had actually fallen back in 
their provision of education of the kind we are considering. By 
1835 three schools had ceased to exist, Pall Mall and Bedford 
Street (both Welsh Calvinist) and the Marine School (Bethel 
Union), whilst five new schools had been set up: Hanover, 
Claremont, and Comus Street, as indicated above, and two 
small schools, "Mr. Cropper's Orphanage", and "Mr. Cropper's 
School", both in Toxteth Park. During the period between 
1824 and 1835-6, therefore, the Protestant dissenters had 
increased the number of schools other than infant schools from 
14 to 16, but the numbers on the rolls had fallen from 4,007 to 
3,563, a decline of ll-879 .< 44 >

Of schools not organized by religious bodies, the Heath 
Street school had ceased to exist, the numbers in the Workhouse 
School* 45) had risen from 200 to 333, and those in the Hibernian 
School (Benevolent Society of St. Patrick) had fallen from 410 
to 235. In 1836 there were 120 boys on the books of a school 
connected with the Mechanics' Institution: quarterly fees were 
charged but it was probably not very different in kind from the

Noel's "Report on the State of Elementary Education in Birmingham, Manchester, 
Liverpool, and Several Other Towns in Lancashire", printed in Minutes of the 
Committee of Council on Education (1841), but criticisms there made are in 
validated by the passage of time since the Report had appeared.

1421 Rep. Stat. Soc. Liverpool refers to a "Miss [also "Mrs"] Mason's Girls' 
Charity School" at Edge Hill as having been established in 1813 and having 
"40 girls on the books who - - - are required to attend St. Mary's Sunday school". 
The dates given in the report are often quite unreliable, and no figures are known 
for any earlier date, but for the sake of completeness those given are here in 
cluded in the total for 1835-6.

(43) NO earijer figure is available for the Catholic Orphan House but again that 
given in the report is included in the total for 1835-6.

1441 The Comus Street Charity School, according to the report, "was commenced 
in the room underneath the Calvinistic Methodist Chapel in 1832"; there were 
said to be 62 children on the books in 1835-6. Since there is no later reference 
to the school elsewhere it must have gone out of existence soon after that date, 
making the decline in numbers attending the schools of Protestant dissenters still 
greater.

(45) There were said to be "208 Protestants and 125 Catholics at present in 
the day school [excluding those in the infant school]. On Sundays the former 
attend the Poor House Chapel, and the latter the Catholic Chapel; and during 
the week, religious instruction is given to the Protestants by one of the Curates, 
and to the Catholics by a Catholic Priest".
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schools we have been discussing and therefore ought perhaps 
to be taken into account when numbers are being considered.

It would appear from all this that in a period of about 12 
years from 1824 the total number (46) of children in public 
elementary schools other than infant schools had risen from 
about 7,754 to about 11,059, i.e. by about 42-5%. Since the 
population of the town (excluding that of the rapidly growing 
suburbs in which a number of the schools had been built) rose 
by nearly 39% in the ten years covered by the last available 
census returns (1821-31), the increase was far from being 
spectacular and almost certainly did not prevent a relative 
decline in the provision of education for children other than 
infants.

VII

It was easy enough for those who were satisfied with this 
position to find one good reason for inaction: there were almost 
always places available in the existing schools. Thus the 
Liverpool Standard declared on 5 December 1837:
"We venture to say that, both in Liverpool and Manchester, and possibly in 
other large towns, there are already in existence a sufficient number of schools 
for the instruction of nearly all the children of every class of the population 
as to the poorer classes, who cannot afford to offer any remuneration for the 
education of their children, there are numbers of half-filled schools, in connection 
with every denomination, which have their doors open to all who may be desirous 
of availing themselves of the advantages which they offer. If any gentleman of 
candour will take the trouble to visit all the charity schools in Liverpool, he will 
find this assertion satisfactorily borne out by the evidence of his own senses. 
There is, at the present moment, ample accommodation in the different free 
schools of this town for fifteen thousand children more than there are now in 
attendance in these establishments."

The newspaper hoped to be able "in a few days to place this 
matter in a much clearer light" before its readers, but some 
what weakened the force of its assertions by appealing for 
"any communications which may tend to elucidate the subject, 
from the respectable teachers of this town". The matter was 
dropped, however, and before long the same newspaper was 
calling for the establishment of more schools. (47)

Nevertheless it is true that there was frequently a very wide 
difference between the numbers of children on the books and 
the numbers in attendance at any time. Mrs. William Rathbone 
wrote to Lady Noel Byron in 1840: "The main part of our 
school is a fluctuating mass, never long enough [sic] to gain

(48) The total does not include the figures for children in the Blind Asylum 
(105), the Deaf and Dumb School (47), or, of course, the Royal Institution 
Proprietary Classical School. It does include the figures for children in the Work 
house School and the school in the prison at Kirkdale.

1171 4 August 1840.
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much, and preventing order and progress to a great extent". (48) 
Moreover the children, who normally began to attend school 
at about the age of seven, were withdrawn at a very early age. 
The Rev. J. C. Wigram, secretary of the National Society, 
stated about this time that of the children in the schools 
assisted by that society only one-third attended regularly and 
few remained more than a year and a half "unless they are 
clothed or paid".' 491 Similarly the secretary of the British and 
Foreign Society said of children in charity schools, "In the large 
manufacturing towns, I do not think they stay more than a 
year and a half: in London they do not generally remain more 
than a year"; <50) whilst in 1836 a member of the Liverpool 
Town Council complained that too much was being spent (in 
the Corporation Schools) "on the education of children whose 
ages averaged between eight and nine, and who only continued 
one year in the school on an average". (51)

Probably one reason for the poor attendance and early with 
drawal of the children was the poverty and fecklessness of 
parents, themselves uneducated and untrained: even of the 
Corporation Schools, for which funds were readily available, 
it was said, "Here and there the child of a mechanic or small 
tradesman is to be found - - - but the great majority of the pupils 
are the children of day labourers, and of Irish lumpers, porters, 
hodmen etc. - - - they are generally taken away by their parents 
as soon as they can earn anything". (52) Again, attendance must 
often have been discouraged by the demand for payment, 
small as it was (see Part Three of this paper). Clearly other 
causes would be the unattractive and dreary methods and 
buildings, the very large classes, the almost untrained teachers, 
the low estimate of what poor children might need to learn and 
the refusal to send children to accessible schools on religious 
grounds. None of this, of course, was a just cause for com 
placency, or for failing to build more schools; as many res 
ponsible citizens realized, the schools had not merely to satisfy 
demand but do all that was possible to create it.

VIII

The years from 1823 onwards were remarkable in Liverpool

U8) Rathbone Family Papers (in Harold Cohen Library, University of Liver 
pool), letter dated 25 November 1840.

1491 Quoted in "Schools for the Industrious Classes", in Second Publication of 
the Central Society for Education (1838), pp. 360-1.

loo Report from the Select Committee on the State of Education; with the 
Minutes of Evidence (1834), p. 20.

(51) LjverpOOi Mercury, 8 July 1836.
(52) C. E. Trevelyan, The Liverpool Corporation Schools (1840), pp. 5-6.
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for the spread of infant schools, and these were important, 
among other things, because they lengthened the period of 
schooling for children who would cease to be taught at an early 
age; because they made it possible for many children to attend 
school who would otherwise have had to take care of younger 
children; and because they made necessary the devising of 
teaching methods at least a little more entertaining, interesting 
and attractive, which eventually had some influence on the 
procedures adopted with older children. No doubt, also, many 
a parent began to look upon schooling with a more favourable 
eye when it meant not the possible reduction of the family income 
but its increase, since mothers could more easily go out to work. 

It has been said that "to Robert Owen belongs the credit of 
having awakened public opinion to the importance of an efficient 
system of infant schools". <S3) Owen's famous school at New 
Lanark was inspected by visitors from all over Europe. One of 
the first infant schools to be established on similar lines in 
England was that at Spitalfields (1819), in charge of Samuel 
Wilderspin, who endeavoured to systematize Owen's ideas' 54) 
and was influenced also by the teachings of Pestalozzi: though 
Wilderspin had not the breadth of view, flexibility of mind or 
intelligent sensitivity desirable in an educator, he was kindly, 
able and a dedicated enthusiast for infant education, and when 
philanthropists established the Infant School Society in 1824, 
it was resolved that the school in Spitalfields "be appointed, 
until the model school be built, as the temporary place for the 
instruction of Masters and Mistresses for other Schools". (55) 
Moreover, Wilderspin was asked by the Society "to go into 
the Country, at the request of any Lady or Gentleman, to 
open schools according to the method now in practice". (58) 
Another, less well known, pioneer of infant education was 
D. G. Goyder, who, as we shall see, was, like Wilderspin, 
introduced to infant teaching by the original master of Owen's 
infant school, James Buchanan. It is worth noting that Owen, 
Wilderspin and Goyder all had some connection with the early 
development of infant education in Liverpool.

(53) C. Birchenough, History of Elementary Education in England and Wales 
from 1800 to the Present Day (1914), p. 55.

(54) por accounts of Wilderspin's ideas and methods see his On the Importance 
of Educating the Infant Children of the Poor (1823), which went through eight 
editions with varying contents and titles, and Early Discipline Illustrated; or, the 
Infant System Progressing and Successful (1832). See also W. P. McCann, 
 'Samuel Wilderspin and the Early Infant Schools", in British Journal of Educa 
tional Studies, Vol. XIV, No. 2 (May 1966).

1551 Infant Education or Remarks on the Importance of Educating the Infant 
Poor ----- Third Edition (1825), p. 39. 

. 48.
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Liverpool's first infant school was established by the Wesleyan 
Methodists in Jordan Street in 1823; little is known about it 
beyond the fact that it was soon catering for about 230 children. 
A second such school was set up in Duncan Street East by the 
Society of Friends in 1824. Very shortly afterwards the Wesleyan 
Methodists began providing accommodation for infants in Leeds 
Street and Brunswick Street' 371 . The Rev. W. Hesketh found 
these developments undesirable: in his opinion, "to separate a 
child from its parents almost as soon as it can walk can only 
be sound policy where that parent is depraved". The bishop of 
the diocese had at first the same doubts as a predecessor had 
had forty years earlier about Sunday schools : (58) "he had 
deemed it prudent to pause for a season, and to withhold his 
sanction from them [i.e. infant schools], however eligible they 
might appear in theory, until he should have obtained practical 
proofs of their beneficial effects, by observing the degree of 
success that attended the establishment of those already in 
existence". After due "observation and inquiries" (which 
included a visit to the Quakers' school in Liverpool)' 59) he 
declared himself convinced of their utility, "under judicious 
direction". (60) The first Church of England infants' school was 
connected with St. Mary's Church in Edge Hill and was opened 
in or just before 1827.' 611

Wilderspin stated in 1835 that Catholics were willing to send 
their children to the infant schools he organised but that the 
priests were opposed to this: he had found this situation "in 
manufacturing districts of England where there were many Irish, 
in Lancashire, for instance". He declared, however, that 
"[Catholics] are now having schools of their own. We have a 
large Infant school in Seal-[.s/c] street, Liverpool, where there 
are 200 children, and the priest superintends it principally 
himself. I went to see it, and found the children exceedingly 
well trained. He was a very intelligent person, and seemed very 
much delighted with the plan". (62)

Wilderspin took a great interest in the Liverpool infant 
schools: in 1832 he reported that on leaving Manchester 
[presumably about 1825] he went to Liverpool "where three 
schools were commenced, to which five have since been added,

1571 Gore's Directory, 1825.
581 See TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 116 (1964), p. 170.
591 Liverpool Mercury, 27 October 1826.
601 S. Wilderspin, Early Discipline Illustrated, or The Infant System Progressing 

and Successful (1832), p. 59.
011 Liverpool Mercury, 22 June 1827.
621 Report from the Select Committee on Education in England and Wales, 

together with the Minutes of Evidence (1835), pp. 24-5.
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besides one for the higher classes".' 63 ' In December 1833 the 
education committee of the town council recommended, "upon 
the motion of the Rev. Aug. Campbell", that the committee 
room at the South Corporation School should be used "for the 
purposes of an Infant School". 1641 The expenses of the school 
were at first paid <65) by the wife of the fifth William Rathbone 
(1787-1868); the children had been gathered together during a 
cholera epidemic by the famous Kitty Wilkinson:
"Many of those who were ill with cholera had tiny children who were too small 
to go to school, and so were running about the streets with no one to take care 
of them. Kitty could not bear to see the poor things so neglected: one day she 
went out into the street, gathered round her about twenty of them, and brought 
them - - - into her own bedroom. After that they came every day, and by degrees 
others with them. One of her neighbours offered to come in and amuse them. 
This woman sang to them and told them stories, and taught them to say little 
hymns themselves. More and more children came - - - - So a school was started 
for them, of which Kitty's kindly neighbour became the teacher, and this was the 
beginning of the South Corporation Infant School. " m>

An infant school was opened in the North Corporation School 
in 1834.' 67 '

When, in 1835, Wilderspin was asked "In England, what is 
the place where there are the greatest number [of infant schools] 
with reference to the population?" he replied: "We have 11 
Infant schools in Liverpool, and there are nine in Manchester 
and the suburbs". However, when the question was put to him, 
"In order to give the Committee an idea of the deficiency, in 
your opinion, of the means for infant education, could you 
state, in Liverpool, what number of Infant schools you would 
consider sufficient?", Wilderspin declared "I should say the 
number now in existence, even there, is not adequate to one- 
third of the number of inhabitants". (68)

Wilderspin was speaking strictly of the town of Liverpool 
and not (as in the case of Manchester) including numbers of 
schools in the suburbs. In 1836 there were said to be ten infant 
schools within the original boundaries of the town: those in 
the workhouse and the two Corporation Schools accounted 
for three of these, and of the remaining seven, one was run by 
the Quakers, one by the Roman Catholics, two by the Wesleyan 
Methodists, one by the Baptists (Circus Street), two by members 
of the Established Church (St. Luke's and St. Catherine's).

1631 Early Discipline Illustrated - - - -, p. 58.
(64) Minutes of Schools Committee, p. 34.
1651 Report Stat. Soc. Liverpool, p. 72.
(66) Winifred R. Rathbone, The Life of Kitty Wilkinson A Lancashire Heroine 

(1910), pp. 51-2.
1671 Minutes of Schools Committee, p. 34.
1681 Report from the Select Committee on Education in England and Wales - - - - 

(1835), pp.
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There were a further seven infant schools in districts which had 
been considered originally to be suburbs of the town but 
became part of the borough in 1835: one was run by a private 
individual (Mr. Cropper's, Toxteth Park), one by Unitarians 
(Harrington, Toxteth Park), one by Wesleyan Methodists 
(Brunswick, West Derby), one by Independents (Claremont, 
Kirkdale) and three by members of the Established Church 
(Everton and Kirkdale, St. Mary's, Edge Hill and St. Jude's, V 
West Derby). (69) It is clear that, relatively speaking, Liverpool 
was outstanding in the country for its provision of infant 
schools.

Although the Protestant dissenters had fallen behind in the 
provision of school places for older children during the period » 
1824 to 1835-6, they were well to the fore in the establishment I 
of infant schools. Already by the earlier date the Wesleyan 
Methodists and Quakers each had one school and there were, 
in all, 280 children on the books. During the following 12 
years the number of schools rose to eight, with a total of 1,265 
children on the books. In the same period the Roman Catholics 
built one school, which in 1835-6 had 156 children on the 
books, and the Church of England established five schools 
with 380 (see Table 1).

Altogether the number of children on the rolls of infant 
schools in the town had increased almost eight-fold during a I M 
period when the number of older children on the rolls had, as 
we have seen, increased by only about 42-5%.

IX

It will have been noted that the Sunday school movement, 
from its earliest days, had aroused little enthusiasm in Church 
of England circles in Liverpool, and by 1821 the number of 
Sunday schools connected with the Established Church had 
actually fallen to two: St. Matthew's,' 70 ' with 100 children on

1691 Report Stat. Soc. Liverpool. Unless otherwise stated all the figures here 
given for 1835-6 are taken from this report or have been calculated from informa 
tion provided by it.

(TO Because there were several "St. Matthew's Sunday schools" in different 
premises (though connected with the same church) it has not proved easy to 
establish when the first of these was founded. It now seems that the date given 
in Part I of this paper (TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 116, p. 191) is wrong and that 
the statement in Gore's Directory (1813) is accurate: "St. Matthew's Sunday 
School, Lumber Street, Instituted 9th of August 1812". A further error (for 
which the author is wholly responsible) may here be pointed out. The captions 
to the illustrations on pp. 182 and 183 of Vol. 116 have unfortunately been 
transposed.
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the rolls, and St. Mark's, with 138. (71) In this year, according 
to a list published in the Liverpool Mercury (23 February 1821) 
and claimed to be derived from "the latest printed Reports, or 
from actual enumeration", there were 27 Sunday schools run 
by other religious bodies, and they had over 5,000 children on 
the rolls. By 1824, as we have seen, there were five Anglican 
Sunday schools and the numbers on the rolls had risen to 800: 
it is curious that one church, St. Matthew's, was catering for 
465 of these in five separate premises. There were then said to 
be 23 schools supported by other religious bodies, with 4,134 
children on the rolls.

Less than 12 years later, by 1835/6, the number of children 
on the rolls of Sunday schools in Liverpool had more than 
trebled; those on the rolls of Sunday schools organized by 
Protestant dissenters had doubled; the Roman Catholics now 
had two Sunday schools (St. Peter's and St. Patrick's) where 
before they had had none; but the most striking rise had been 
in the number of children on the rolls of Church of England 
Sunday schools almost an eightfold increase had taken place 
(see Table 2). As a result, though there still were more children 
on the rolls of the Sunday schools of Protestant dissenters, the 
relative positions were not nearly so different as in some other 
large towns (see Table 3). Of the 46 Sunday schools organized 
by Protestant dissenters, 11 were run by Wesleyans, 10 by Inde 
pendents, 6 by the Wesleyan Association and 6 by Baptists.

The pattern of public elementary education in Liverpool was 
markedly different from that in Birmingham and in Manchester 
and Salford. Calculations based on figures given in reports of 
the Manchester Statistical Society indicate that for every 1,000 
of the population in each of these places the number of children 
receiving education in public elementary schools was in Bir 
mingham about 93, in Manchester and Salford nearly 140, and 
in Liverpool only about 74. On the other hand, because there 
was less call for child labour in Liverpool, the proportion of 
children in weekday schools there was far greater; the figures for 
the other towns related to many children who received only the

(;l) This lack of enthusiasm was not confined to Liverpool. In the Seventeenth 
Annual Report of the National Society (1828) complaint was made that many of 
the clergy failed to reply to the Society's requests for information, this being 
regarded as "unquestionable evidence that some of the clergy do not appear 
to take that interest in promoting and establishing [Sunday] schools which it is 
much to be wished they did" (p. 33).
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TABLE 2

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS
IN 

LIVERPOOL

1824 1835-6

Number Number Percentage i Number Number Percentage
of on of Total of on of Total 

Schools Rolls Number || Schools Rolls Number 
on Rolls '. on Rolls

Church of England
Protestant dissenters
Roman Catholics

Totals

5
23
 

28

800
4,134
 

4,934

16-2 27
83-8 ' 46
 

100-0

2

75

6,318
8,350

700

15,368

41-1
54-3
4-6

100

(Calculated from figures available in sources as for Table 1)

TABLE 3

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS 

COMPARATIVE TABLE

(a) Established Protestant Roman 
Numbers Church dissenters Catholics 
on Rolls

(all Numbers Percent- Numbers Percent- Numbers Percent- 
religious on Rolls age of on Rolls age of on Rolls age of 
bodies) (a) (a) (a) 

Birmingham
(1838) 16,757 4,565 27-25 11,854 70-75 338 2-0 

Manchester 
and 
Salford
(1834-5) 42,800 13,025 30-4 25,282 59-1 4,493 10-5 

Liverpool
(1835-6) 15,368 6,318 41-1 8,350 54-3 700 4-6

In Salford there was also one Sunday school, attended by 150 pupils, which was 
not connected with any religious body.

(Calculated from figures given in reports of the Manchester Statistical Soli ety)
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TABLE 4 

CHILDREN ON ROLLS OF PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

NUMBERS PER THOUSAND OF ESTIMATED POPULATION 
COMPARATIVE TABLE

Birmingham Manchester Liverpool
and Salford 

Year of Report 1838 1834-5 1835-6
Estimated Population 180,000 255,000 230,000 
In Sunday schools 93-1 168-4 66-8 
In Sunday schools only 70-1 115-8 16-2 
In weekday schools 22-6 23-5 57-7

including infants 
In weekday schools, 18-5 19-5 48-1

excluding infants 
In infant schools 4-1 4-0 9-6

(Calculated from figures given in reports of the Manchester Statistical Society)

meagre instruction available in Sunday schools; moreover, in 
Liverpool there were more than twice as many children in 
infant schools (see Table 4).

XI

It may also be worthwhile to comment briefly on the ratio of 
girls to boys in the public elementary schools in Liverpool at 
this period. Since the chief end of most of those who set up 
such schools was to provide, if not for "the Promotion of the 
Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established 
Church", then for some other general or specific teaching of 
Christian doctrine, there was little disposition among them to 
consider that the education of girls was less important than that 
of boys. Of course many parents were inclined to think the 
schooling of girls less necessary, and naturally girls were more 
often called upon to help in the home or to take care of younger 
children: but these factors seem to have affected relative 
attendance less than might have been expected. When the two 
Corporation Schools were established it was first proposed, as 
we have seen, that "provision should be made for 400 Boys and 
300 Girls (see above, p. 110). A fortnight later (20 November 
1824), "It appearing to the Committee from the reports received 
by the Surveyor that Schools for Girls are never so numerously 
attended as the Boys' Schools", it was "resolved that the 
accommodation for Girls be reduced to 200 instead of 300 as 
before contemplated". (72) Nevertheless it was claimed in 1827

1721 Minutes of Schools Committee, p. 41.
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TABLE 5

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY SEXES OF CHILDREN ON ROLLS 
OF PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN LIVERPOOL (1835-6)

Weekday Schools
Sunday Weekday Excluding Infants 
Schools Schools Infants

Boys 52-8 56-7 57-9 50-7 
Girls 47-2 43-3 42-1 49-3

(Calculated from figures given in Report of a Committee of the Manchester 
Statistical Society on the State of Education in the Borough of Liverpool (1836) )

that on the rolls of the two schools there were 700 boys and 500 
girls. By this time the Welsh Charity School and St. James's, 
which had not originally provided for girls, were doing so.

Reliable comparative figures are hard to come by, but the 
proportion of girls stated to be attending charity schools "in 
connection with the Established Church" (calculated from 
information given in the local press on the occasion of the 
annual "Charity Schools' Anniversary") was about 36-5% in 
1814, 36-3% in 1819, 39% in 1821 and 41-4% in 1827.' 73 ' The 
position in 1835/6 is shown in Table 5. Roughly the same pro 
portions of boys and girls attended infant schools and there 
was not a great difference in the case of Sunday schools: whilst 
in weekday schools the proportion was about four boys to 
every three girls.

XII

Samuel Wilderspin was a frequent visitor to the town, and 
there is no doubt that his ideas and methods set the pattern for 
much of what went on in the infant schools: in eight of the ten 
schools about which such information is available his "system" 
was said to have been adopted. (74) Normally there would be 
one large schoolroom with a small classroom at one end and 
a gallery of raised seats at the other: sometimes large numbers 
of children, sitting in the gallery, were taught and questioned 
together; at other times small groups or "classes" were taught 
in the classroom or at "teaching-posts" (to which alphabets, 
pictures, reading material etc. were affixed) in the large school 
room. Monitors led some of these groups in mechanical, 
repetitive work, but it was considered necessary that an infant 
school (ideally catering for 200 to 300 children) should have

"3) Liverpool Mercury, 17 June 1814, 25 June 1819, 22 June 1821, 22 June 1827. 
1741 Report Stat. Soc. Liverpool, passim.



130 PUBLIC ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

both a master and a mistress, and that every child should be 
taught by one or other of these twice a day. 1751 There was a 
great deal of learning by heart not only of hymns, arithmetical 
"tables" and moralizing verses but also of information about 
geography, scripture, natural history, etc., and much use was 
made of marching, clapping and action songs. Since the schools 
were intended for children whose ages ranged from eighteen 
months or two years to about six or seven, it seems a little odd 
that Wilderspin attached so much importance to the learning 
of geometrical definitions.

It was, and is, reasonable enough to poke fun at some of 
Wilderspin's ideas, though we should not forget the limitations 
imposed by the need to teach large numbers of children at very 
small cost in inadequate premises, and the need also to convince 
doubters that he could provide value for money, by teaching 
much that it was desirable for children to know within the few 
years when they were available for instruction. Because of his 
efforts many children were taken off the streets or from slum 
homes and at least taught to read in schools which were, at 
their best, lively and even gay. Some attempt was made to 
reduce the amount of purely monitorial instruction. Moreover 
many of the brightest children must have found the variety of 
subjects stimulating.

By 1836, however, even those schools in Liverpool which 
professed to have adopted Wilderspin's system had curricula 
much more restricted than he would have wished. Of all the 
seventeen infant schools in Liverpool one, that in the poor- 
house, was said to teach only the alphabet, spelling and "reli 
gious and moral duties"; all the others taught reading as well 
as those duties; twelve taught also "the elements of general 
knowledge"; in thirteen "arithmetical tables" were "committed 
to memory"; one was said to teach writing "in a few cases" 
and one "writing in sand". Three taught needlework. Only six 
made use of pictures. (76)

Two of the infant schools were in some degree remarkable. 
In the school connected with St. Mary's Church in Edge Hill 
it was claimed that "Dr. Mayo's system of infant instruction is 
pursued" : (77) Mayo had personally studied Pestalozzi's methods 
at first hand and he and his sister did much to popularize (and 
over-formalize) those methods in Britain.

Much more is known about the infant school, for children

1751 Infant Education; or Remarks on the Importance of Educating the Infant 
Poor .... Third Edition (1825), p. 72. 

I76) Report Stat. Soc. Liverpool. 
. 71.
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of all denominations, in Duncan Street East (now Hotham 
Street), which Wilderspin described as "a very large one - - - 
opened - - - by the Society of Friends - - - who, on this occa 
sion, if I am rightly informed, collected amongst themselves, 
in one day, no less a sum than £1,000". (78) The school was 
supervised by a committee chosen from the wives and daughters 
of some of the leading Quakers in the town: it included a sister 
and a daughter of William Rathbone, who had sent to his wife 
an account of Robert Owen's school at New Lanark as early as 
1818, and who frequently acted as host when Owen visited 
Liverpool. 1791 The Quaker ladies took a keen interest in the 
school and soon showed that they were not to be unduly 
influenced by the ideas of Wilderspin. Before the school opened 
these decisions were recorded:

"A paper describing the order of proceeding in the school in Spitalfields has 
been read and the committee conclude that no form of prayer be introduced 
but they find no objection to the school being opened with a hymn to be selected 
by the visitors.

It is also concluded that no corporeal punishment be allowed in any circum 
stances.

That the following notice be written in large characters and pasted upon the 
walls of the school.

'It is requested by the committee that the children may not make any change 
in their employments, in consequence of the admission of strangers, or be allowed 
to repeat any lesson or do anything by way of exhibition'. " m>

The "visitors" did not hesitate to interfere with the running of 
the school and the master and mistress were constantly reminded 
that they were employees of the committee, who considered 
themselves fully capable of evaluating and improving methods. 
The following resolutions are typical:

"Esther Flounders proposes sin improved plan, by which to promote a greater 
degree of good order, which it is desired to communicate to the master."

That Abigail Hodgson be requested "to inform the master of the improve 
ment she points out in teaching the children spelling and to propose that some 
alteration be made in teaching the children to read."

"That the bricks be taken out of the room for a while until the children have 
forgotten their present mode of amusing themselves with them as it is attended 
with so much noise."

"8) Infant Education; or, Practical Remarks on the Importance of Educating 
the Infant Poor ---- Fourth edition (1829), p. 70.

(T9) See James Murphy, "Robert Owen in Liverpool", in TRANSACTIONS, 
Vol. 112(1961), pp. 81-2.

1801 The proceedings of the committee are noted in a manuscript volume 
endorsed "Infant School Minute Book 1824-33" found among the records of 
the Liverpool Meeting of the Society of Friends.

Wilderspin had recommended that the school day should begin with one, child 
saying a set prayer, after which all said the Lord's prayer and sang a hymn. He 
felt that corporal punishment was sometimes necessary and quoted a defence 
of it based on the Bible. Infant Education - - - - With an Account of the Spitalfields 
Infant School (1825), pp. 54, 210.
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Anxious to obtain the best possible teachers, the committee 
appointed a master and mistress recommended by "the Moravian 
Establishment at Fulneck" (November 1824) but six months 
later these resigned, being "altogether unwilling to retain their 
situation if they were to be restricted by the Committee respect 
ing the punishments of the children": complaints had been 
received from parents about the corporal punishment of their 
children and the committee, in accordance with the regulations 
of the school, had prohibited the master and mistress "from 
ever again recurring to manual correction".

In 1825, perhaps because of a desire to economize, a meeting 
of subscribers approved the committee's proposal to engage 
"a woman and a girl for the situation of superintendents of the 
School": a "copy of Wilderspin's rules - - with some alterations 
and additions" was drawn up for the guidance of the mistress 
on appointment. In spite of the not very demanding terms of the 
advertisement, which asked for "a healthy active person of good 
plain sense orderly habit and agreeable temper and manners 
and tolerable education", no suitable woman was prepared to 
undertake the teaching of 200 infants even with the assistance 
of a girl. After some delay the committee appointed as master 
a man of some importance in the history of infant school- 
teaching, David George Goyder, whose wife was to serve as the 
mistress.

Goyder, like the former master of Robert Owen's school in 
Lanark, James Buchanan, and Samuel Wilderspin, was a 
Swedenborgian. His account of his introduction to infant 
teaching is brief but revealing:

"Towards the close of 1820,1 became acquainted with a Mr. James Buchanan, 
who had been engaged by Mr. H. Brougham to organize, in Westminster, an 
Infants' School among the poorest class of people. He urged me to make myself 
acquainted with the system of Pestalozzi, stating that he had an application for 
a master and mistress for a new school, intended to be erected at Bristol, and as 
I was then contemplating marriage, he assured me he could procure me the 
appointment. It needed, he said, but one day's attendance in a week [at Buchanan's 
school], and a careful study of Pestalozzi's work ----- While I was thus preparing 
myself, I heard glowing accounts of the success of Mr. Samuel Wilderspin - - - he 
had been sent to Mr. Buchanan, instructed by that gentleman in all his plans, 
and obtained an appointment - - - at Spitalfields. I thought I would visit his 
school, and I did so; but there was nothing to be seen there that I had not seen 
at the school of Mr. Buchanan, at Westminster. After making myself fully 
acquainted with the system of Pestalozzi, I was in a condition to accept of the 
situation at Bristol." 1811

Before coming to Liverpool Goyder had organized infant 
schools in Bristol, Dublin, Wantage and Hackney, and had

1811 D. G. Goyder, The Autobiography of a Phrenologist (1857), p. 109.
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written and lectured on infant teaching.'821 He was in some ways 
more enlightened than Wilderspin and had less faith in rigid 
organization, but he had a similar desire to impart masses of 
information to very young children. Goyder took up his 
appointment in January 1826: in spite of his reputation he was 
informed by the committee of Quaker ladies that "they must still 
reserve to themselves the power of making any alterations they 
may think desirable". More important, before he took up his 
new post he was despatched to New Lanark, where, he wrote,
"I had a commission to investigate the schools - - - then under the control of Mr- 
Robert Owen. I was to note how they were conducted, and how to introduce 
such of the plans as I thought would be useful into the schools at Liverpool 
I inspected the schools and took memoranda of every thing connected with them, 
as well as purchased a large quantity of apparatus - - - -1 was delighted beyond 
measure with all I saw and heard; before leaving the premises we visited many 
of the classrooms and heard the children examined in geography, natural 
history, and various other exercises, but we were amazed at the extraordinary 
ability in mental arithmetic which they manifested, and every thing, as we were 
informed by Mr. Robert Dale Owen (Mr. Owen's son), was according to the 
plan pursued by Pestalozzi himself, he (Mr. R. D. Owen) having studied at his 
establishment at Yverdun in Switzerland - - -1 at once entered upon the duty of 
organising anew the Liverpool schools. All the information I had obtained at 
Lanark was immediately reduced to practice, and I pursued as closely as I could 
the plans of Pestalozzi, in arithmetic, in natural history, in geography, and in 
objects - - - . I gained my point in gymnastics, and though the committee was 
composed of members of the Society of Friends, there was no disinclination to 
the children being taught singing. I at once pursued the plan I had seen at Lanark, 
and in the morning had exercises which occupied an hour in marching and singing, 
so varied, however, that there was no weariness expressed on the part of the 
children. The school was rapidly brought into notice, and was visited by many 
eminent personages, and in a short time I had an extensive correspondence in 
the counties of York and Lancaster, and in Scotland." 183 '

The Quaker ladies were not impressed. Soon they decided to 
"plainly inform" Goyder that he was "to refrain from publishing 
any thing about the School in any paper whatever", and that 
"he must not absent himself from the school during the hours 
of his stated attendance which they are sorry to find he is in the 
habit of doing". 184 ' Certain hymns should "be discontinued, the

1821 For accounts of his ideas and methods see his A Manual of the System of 
Infant Schools, as Pursued at the Meadow Street Infant School Bristol (1824) and 
A Treatise on the Management of Infant Schools; in Which the Methods Now in 
Use are Stated; Their Superiority Proved, and Objections Made to Them Answered; 
Being the Substance of Three Lectures Originally Delivered at the Rotunda in the 
City of Dublin, and Since Re-Delivered at the Liverpool Royal Institution, London, 
&c., &c. (1826).

(83) file Autobiography of a Phrenologist, p. 188.
1841 In 1826 Goyder published A Manual of the System of Infant Schools, as 

Pursued at the Duncan Street Infant School, Liverpool; this was probably merely 
a reprint of the book relating to the school in Bristol (see note 82). It was reviewed 
in The Liverpool Repository, February 1826, but no copy has been traced.

At this time Goyder was studying phrenology and spending a good deal of 
time as a Swedenborgian preacher: he boasted that he often walked from near 
Halsall to Liverpool on Monday mornings, arriving in time to begin his day's 
teaching.
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committee considering them too sacred to be repeated by 
children who cannot be expected to comprehend their mean 
ing". The "repeating of the Lord's Prayer" should also cease, 
"as the children have been in the practice of doing it in a very 
irreverent manner which is highly disapproved by the commit 
tee". It was laid down
"That it is the opinion of the Committee that the time of the Infants might be more 
usefully occupied than in teaching them Geometry and Geography - it is there 
fore their particular desire that both be discontinued and that those studies be 
introduced which are most calculated to be serviceable to them in after life."

The reason given for the discontinuance of the teaching of 
geography and geometry (a decision perhaps sensible enough 
in itself) was one symptom of a somewhat illiberal attitude which 
was beginning to manifest itself among those responsible for 
the school about this time (1827). Another was the resolve that 
a cap should be made wherewith "to disgrace the dirty children", 
conduct much more in line with the strict monitorial system of 
Lancaster than with the ideas of Robert Owen. Again, the 
committee began to be "aware the expenses remain to be 
greater than in many similar Institutions", and were doubtful 
whether Goyder's services were "equal to the salary" he 
received: they therefore "requested the advice of the sub 
scribers whether they should endeavour to fill the situation with 
female teachers, or whether, seeing the school is in many respects 
in a prosperous state, no change should be made". In January 
1828 Goyder was informed that, since the committee had been 
for some time dissatisfied with his services, and the state of the 
funds made considerable retrenchment necessary, he must I 
accept three months' notice of dismissal.

His post was offered, at half the salary, to a woman who was 
"desired to spend some time in the Harrington School in order 
that she may know what it is she is undertaking before she is 
engaged". Eventually another woman was appointed, who had 
"the assistance of two girls". The committee was able to 
congratulate itself:
"The change - - - has been very important in the financial department as the in 
come arising from the payments of the children will now the Committee expect 
cover all the expenses incurred by the school."

The new mistress was "allowed to visit several Infant Schools" 
and her proposal that "the Madras [i.e. monitorial] plan of 
reading pursued in the Jordan St. Infant School" be adopted 
was accepted. Some of Goyder's influence clearly remained for 
a time as the programme for "examinations" indicates ; (85)

1851 The arrangements for "10 mo 21st 1828" called for "The Exn to begin 
with Two classes reading, Bristol exercises - - - Sweet Infant School, Catechism 
Pence Table and A Hymn (the very little ones), A Hymn all together".
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and it is pleasant to note that the desire to economize did not 
prevent expenditure on prizes such as shirts, clogs, shifts, frocks, 
tippets, bonnets and "pockethandkerchiefs". (There were also 
"16 pairs old shoes"!) But shortage of funds for salaries and 
materials could not be ignored: the application of the ideas of 
such men as Owen, Wilderspin and Goyder cost money and 
by 1836 the Quakers' infant school was no more ambitious in 
curriculum and methods than were other infant schools in the 
town.

[It is hoped, with the permission of the Council of the Society, 
to publish the third and concluding section of this paper in a 
later volume.]
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PUBLIC DAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN LIVERPOOL IN 1824

(From Rev. W. Hesketh's An Appeal to the Clergy and Laity of the Town of 
Liverpool, In Behalf of the National and Ancient Systems of Charity Connected 
with the Established Church)

'Schools connected with the Established Church

Name of School Boys Girls Total

Blue Coat Hospital. .................. 230 90 320
Workhouse ......................... 100 100 200
Moorfields ......................... 200 110 i 310
Hunter-street ....................... 160 110 270
St. James's ......................... 49 ..... 49
Welch ............................. 309 91 ! 400
School of Industry ........................ 78 78
St. Matthew's ....................... 120 130 250
Sunday School ..................... 235 230 i 465
Everton ............................ 140 i 96 ! 236
Sunday School ...................... 20 40   60

rSt tlnpk'c .......................... 178 ! 136 i 314-
Sunday School ....................... 34 65   79
St. Andrew's ........................ 150 130 ; 280
Sunday School ...................... 52 , 70 122
St. Michael's ............................. 40 40
Sunday School ...................... 34 40 j 74

	3547
[NOTE: There is an error either in the total given for St. Mark's Sunday School 

or in the figures making up that total.]

Schools belonging to the Dissenters.

Name of School Sect Boys Girls Total

St. Patrick's ........

Mount Pleasant . . . . .

[S.S.] Gloucester-street.

Heath-street .........

Jordan-street .......
Brunswick-street

Infant School ......
[S.S.] Oak Vale ...........

Benn's Garden S.S. . . . 
[S.S.] Herculaneum Pottery. 

Circus-street

Roman Catholic . . . 260
Unitarian ......... 69 
Do. .............. 104
Scotch Kirk ....... 170

Do. .............. ....
Wesleyan Methodist 300
.................. 265
Wesleyan Methodist 160 
Do. .............. ....

Welsh Methodist . . 150 
Wesleyan Methodist 60 
Baptist ........... 170

137

140 410
240 500

70 139 
80 184
90 260

.... 98
150 322
90 90

200 500
194 ' 459
100 260 
.... 1000

180
60

100 250
55 115 

125 295



138 APPENDIX

Schools belonging to the Dissenters contd.

Name of School Sect Boys Girls Total

[S.S.] North Shore ........ Do. .............. .... | .... i 71
Lime-street ......... Do. .............. .... .... i 110
Edge-hill ........... Do. .............. .... .... I 63
Bethesda ........... Independent ...... 200 80 280
Sunday School ........................ 60 60 I 120

[S.S.] Great George-street Independent ...... .... .... 1000
[S.S.] Newington ......... Do. .............. .... .... 59
[S.S.] Gt. Cross Hall-street. Welch Independent. .... .... 230

Pall Mall ........... Welch Calvinist ....... .... 326
Bedford-street ...... Do. .............. .... .... 272

[S.S.] Launcelot's Hey Do. .............. .... .... 68
[S.S.] Crosbie-street ....... Do. .............. .... .... 44
[S.S.] Zion Chapel ........ .................. .... .... 397
[S.S.] Bethel Chapel ....... New Connexion........ .... 100

Marine School ...... Bethel Union ...... .... .... 160
[S.S.] Vauxhall Road ...... Methodist ........ .... .... 132
[S.S.] Edmund-street ...... Do. .............. .... .... 24
[S.S.] Church-lane......... Do. .................. .... 120
[S.S.] Hackin's Hey ....... Do. .................. .... 83
[S.S.]Cockspur-street... ... Do. .............. .... .... 75
[S.S.] Pool-lane ........... Do. .................. .... 64

Duncan street ....... Friends ........... 210 230 440
Infant School ....... .................. .... .... 100

9460

12 Schools on the Establishment.
19 Churches on the Establishment.

3547 Children educated by the Church.

39 Dissenters' Schools.
30 Dissenting Chapels.

9460 Children educated by Dissenters.'

NOTE: Since Hesketh does not always indicate which schools are Sunday 
schools, the letters 'S.S.', where appropriate, have been inserted for 
this purpose.


