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BIRD'S BARN, WALLASEY

BY DAVID J. HOEY

THE OED HOUSE in Poulton, Wallasey, is an interesting 
example of the type built by the more comfortable, if smaller, 

yeoman farmer of the late-seventeenth and early-eighteenth 
century in Wirral. The house bears the date 1697 and is attri 
buted to William Bird.

Bird's barn, which was demolished early in 1965, was the 
one surviving out-building of The Old House. The barn was 
52 feet long and 20 feet wide and the walls were built of local 
sandstone, with minor repairs in brick. Both the north and the 
east walls were completely re-constructed in 1704 and presented 
a regular appearance. The north wall had two doors one, 
which had a massive plain stone lintel and was blocked up 
some time after the reconstruction, was at ground level and the 
other gave access to the loft. The stone lintel above the latter 
door carried a recessed shield which contained the letters

D

^Y ^j and the year of the reconstruction, 1704.
The north wall was 2 feet thick, while on average the remain 

ing walls of the barn were 18 inches thick. The east wall had 
a small window placed just over halfway along its length. The 
west wall of the building was of irregular construction and had 
two small doors with wooden lintels and stone door steps; two 
larger openings had been made in this wall prior to the date of 
demolition. The south wall of the barn was simply a pair of 
crucks with associated tie-beam, collar-beam, wall plates and 
further wooden bracing. The bracing below the tie-beam had 
been removed and replaced by stone infill. There were three 
surviving pairs of crucks, each 17 feet 6 inches apart supporting 
the main timbers of the roof. The crucks are lettered A-F on 
the ground plan. On the back of each cruck was placed a 
principal rafter these rafters had their lower ends sunk into 
the tie-beam and their upper ends tapered against the cruck. 
There were two wind-braces strengthening this arrangement at 
crucks A, B, E and F. The ends of each wind-brace were pegged 
together onto the principal rafter and the other ends were sunk 
into the purlin on either side of the cruck. (See detail of roof 
construction.)

One other pair of crucks had been replaced at the north end
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Figure 8. GROUND PLAN SHOWING POSITION OF THE CRUCKS

Figure 9. DETAIL OF THE ROOF CONSTRUCTION
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of the barn during the reconstruction of 1704 and the sockets 
to take the missing wind-braces were visible on the purlins 
adjacent to the north wall. It was noted that the collar-beams 
on crucks A, F and B, E were placed much higher than the 
collar-beam on the south end of the barn (crucks C, D). Crucks 
A, F and B, E were very much larger in cross-section than 
crucks C, D.

The loft extended from the north end of the barn to between 
crucks B, E and its height from ground level was 7 feet. The 
tie-beam between crucks A, F had been removed to give room 
for the loft. Access to the loft was by hatch and ladder. There 
were two dividing walls within the building one between 
crucks B, E, 6 feet high supporting the tie-beams and having 
a small door set halfway along its length. The other wall was 
immediately to the right of crucks A, F. It was 4 feet 3 inches 
high surmounted by wooden shuttering, and provided further 
support for the loft floor. The barn, prior to the date of 
demolition, had been roofed with slate.


