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inventories, but few of those useful to our purpose have yet 
been published; an interesting selection is to be found in 
R. C. Shaw, Kirkham in Amowulerness. Thornber's History of 
Blackpool (1837), contains much useful background material, 
while an introduction to the subject of diet, necessary when 
judging the style of living in our cottages, is Roeder's article 
in Lanes, and Chesh. Ant. Soc. T., Vol. XX. though the 
quotations are not all accurate. The best introduction to clay- 
building techniques is Chapter XII of Alec Clifton-Taylor's 
Pattern of English Building.

The original survey and notes may be consulted at the Harris 
Museum and Art Gallery, Preston, to the governors of which 
1 am indebted for permission and facilities to carry out the 
work.

II

SCHOOL HOUSE FARM, UP HOLLAND

BY G. H. A. BANKES AND J. P. HA WORTH

SCHOOL HOUSE FARM lies along Ormskirk Road, Up 
Holland, about half-way between Hall Green and Holland 

Moor. The earliest documentary reference which has been 
found so far is that given in J. J. Bagley's Upholland Grammar 
School: the Evolution of a School through Three Centuries, in 
which it is stated that when Robert Walthew endowed the Free 
Grammar School of Upholland in 1667-8, he gave the trustees 
the land of School House Farm to help finance the School. 
The present School House Farm consists of an early nineteenth- 
century house built onto a cruck house, which formed the major 
part of the School House Farm of Walthew's day. This house 
has one pair of crucks, the position of which can be seen on 
the floor plan.

The north wall consists of its original timber framework, 
with an infilling of nineteenth-century bricks, resting on a stone 
foundation. There are three windows let into this wall: the two 
most westerly retain their original framework and are in their 
original positions; but the third one, next to the modern house, 
has a more recent frame, and was possibly put in at the same 
time as the brickwork. Just to the west of this third window 
there is an upright beam on which there is some primitive 
moulding. This might have formed one of the door jambs for 
the original doorway of the cruck house.
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Plate 6. 

SCHOOL HOUSE FARM: EAST SIDE OF CRUCK

The end wall of the house, the west wall, is completely built 
in stone. This was possibly constructed about 1600, and pro 
bably replaced a cruck which had soon rotted because of 
exposure to the rain-bearing prevailing wind. Such replacement 
is generally found in timber buildings in Lancashire. About 
three-quarters of the way up this end wall there is a window 
space, which appears to be contemporaneous with the wall but 
has since been bricked up.

The southern wall of the house is constructed mostly of stone, 
but there is also some brickwork. This stonework was probably 
installed at the same time as that of the west wall and for 
similar reasons, for originally there was a timber framework 
on this south side similar to that on the north side. There are 
two windows, with nineteenth-century frames, and a modern 
doorway let into this wall.
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ELEVATION OF CRUCK

Figure 6.

SCHOOL HOUSE FARM
Scale A

The roof is of stone flags, and these, or possibly thatch, would 
have formed the original covering. The ridge tree has been 
replaced comparatively recently.

The large room, one bay plus a fraction of a bay long, rises 
to the roof, and is bounded on one side by the wall of the 
modern house and on the other by the framed partition. The 
plan shows the positions of the various nineteenth-century 
fittings, and the door into the modern house. There is a stone 
floor of square flags, perhaps of eighteenth-century date. A fine 
pair of crucks reach up to the ridge tree. The skill and crafts 
manship here displayed suggest that the crucks may have been 
erected about 1500, when the evolution of the cruck was well 
advanced. The northern cruck has its end resting on the floor; 
the end of the southern one is raised a little. The tie beam is 
curved and is skilfully joined to the crucks by mortice and 
tenon joints, secured by dowels. Two curved arch-braces with 
chamfered edges are attached to the tie-beam, and the lowest
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Plate 7. WATTLE INFILL OF FRAMED PARTITION BETWEEN 
THE SMALL ROOMS

PlateS. SCHOOL HOUSE FARM FROM THE NORTH, 1965
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six inches of the southern brace have been cut away. Above 
the tie-beam there is a collar-beam which is tenoned into the 
crucks. The crucks have slipped so that the tying pieces, which 
join the crucks to the wall plates, have come out of their 
mortices. Each cruck carries a subsidiary member which in turn 
carries a main purlin. There are also curved wind-braces to 
ensure stability of the cruck-and-frame construction.

A short distance to the west of the cruck there is a framed 
partition, with a lath and hairy-plaster filling, which rises to the 
roof. This partition is probably contemporaneous with the 
cruck, and appears to be in its original position. Two openings 
lead into two downstairs rooms, which retain most of their 
early features. The more northerly has a stone flagged floor, 
probably added later, below the level of the other rooms, and 
along the west wall it has a stone bench, presumably for storage. 
This room, therefore, was probably used as a larder. The 
adjacent room is larger in area but its stone flagged floor, also 
probably added later, is higher than that of the larder. In the 
north-east corner of the ceiling of this room there is a space 
for a ladder into the loft, which is situated directly above these 
two rooms and runs up to the roof. The two rooms are divided 
by a framed partition, similar in construction to the main one, 
except that this smaller partition has some wattle-and-daub in 
the panels between the timber framing.

In the purlins, 9 feet from the crucks, are the mortices to 
receive the tenons of wind-braces of another pair of crucks 
which once stood in the position of the present east wall. 
Originally the house had at least three pairs of crucks: one pair 
in the position of the east wall, one pair in the position of the 
west wall, and the existing pair in between.

This house, in spite of its alterations in about 1600 and in 
the early nineteenth century, does retain to a considerable 
degree its original layout. It is a rare survival of a small house 
of its period, but unfortunately it is threatened with demolition 
as it lies within the boundaries of the Skelmersdale New Town 
Development Area.


